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ADVERTISEMENT. 



With the present volume, the labours of the undersigned as 
Editor of the Biblical Repository, close. As its Founder and 
Conductor, he has now for four years devoted his best time 
and talents to the work ; and has been cheered in his progress 
by the high approbation of eminent christian scholars and 
divines in this and foreign lands. JJnjt. this, aggrobatictt bas 
been won, and the work hitherto sustained, '-at an tocpedste of 
time and labour, for which nothing in thq -Shape yt adequate re- 
muneration has been received by the Editor ^farttieXlh&n the 
consciousness of not having laboured 'In vain. Under these 
circumstances, and bowed down with broken health, he 
feels it to be a duty which he owes to himself, to his family, 
and perhaps to the churches, to withdraw from the station which 
he has hitherto occupied as the conductor of a public Journal. 

In thus retiring from this more public station, it is by no 
means the subscriber's intention to abandon the 6eld of labour 
in which it has so long been the business and solace of 
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IV ADVERTISEMENT. 

his life to hold a humble place. But whether his days shall 
be prolonged for the completion of other works illustrative of 
the Bible, or Whether his race of Kfe be soon to close, he 
would ever say, Thy will, O God, be done ! 

E. ROBINSON. 
Boston, Oct. 1, 1834. 
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JANUARY, 1834. 



Abt. I. On the Catechetical School, or Theological 
Seminary, at Alexandria in Egy*t. 

By R. Eamoo, Prof, of Ecoleri— ileal History, in tb« TbeoL Soto. Andom. 



Preliminary Remarks on the importance of Theological Edu- 
cation and a knowledge of Us history. 

Id civilized communities, education moulds into its own shape . 
the body politic which it pervades. Hence it ultimately does 
more, for good or for evil, than all other causes combined. In 
its widest acceptation, indeed, it virtually embraces all the 
moral causes which act on man. 

Of course that part of history which treats of education, jnust 
be deemed of the highest consequence by every contemplative 
mind. So it has been regarded in every enlightened age and 
among every enlightened community, both ancient and mod- 
ern, whether christian, mohammedan, or heathen. But espe- 
cially is the history of education thus highly regarded among en- 
lightened Christians. And well it may be thus preeminently re- 
garded by them ; for pure Christianity is light itself; of course 
it loves the light, and it delights in the history of this true knowl- 
edge, as being the very history of itself. But the history of this 
light, is nearly the same as the history of sound education. 

And what in christian lands has kept alive, and guided, and 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 1 
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diffused tbis light of education ? what, more than any, and more 
than all other instrumentality combined ? Tbe incontroverti- 
ble answer is at hand — viz. the christian ministry. When 
and wherever the true light has shined, it is they, under God, 
that have diffused it. This they have done by their preaching, 
by the books they have written, by the scriptures which they 
have translated, copied and diffused, by the schools they have 
instituted, and by the more private methods in which they have 
given instruction, and the general influence they have exerted 
in the promotion of knowledge. Scarcely a school or a college 
in Christendom has come into existence or continued to flour- 
ish, without their aid and their guidance. Theirs is the merit, 
then, so far as the merit of man is to be mentioned, in this 
grand agency of temporal and eternal good. 

And so on the other hand, we may say, that when the man- 
tle of ignorance has been drawn over the eyes of the church, 
or the dark mists of error have filled the christian atmosphere, 
they are the class of men who must be held as peculiarly re- 
sponsible. To them more than to all other men, has both the 
providence and the word of God, committed the key of knowl- 
edge, and theirs is the responsibility of opening and of shutting 
the resplendent temple. 

Much has, indeed, been said, and truly said, in mitigation of 
the charge on them for suffering the dark ages to come on and 
overcloud the christian nations for a thousand years. There 
were causes, it is alleged, in the corrupt and decrepid state of 
the Roman empire, and in the condition of the savage hordes by 
whom ii was overrun, which they could not counteract.* This 
is doubtless true, if we look only at the state of things when this 
catastrophe came down upon Europe. And the credit of the 
scanty light which was kept glimmering, is also to be awarded 
to the clergy, corrupt as they had become. But we may fairly 
go back beyond this period, and inquire; Why did not their pre- 
decessors, in a more favored period, with resources most ample, 
truly convert and purify and save the Roman empire from its 
gathering darkness and approaching dissolution ? and why did 
they not, long before this general wreck, spread the gospel among 
these savage hordes themselves, and convert and civilize and en- 
lighten even them 9 The Apostles, few and poor as they were, 

* See Tholuck on Heathenism, in the Biblical Repository, Vol II. 
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would have done it had they survived to half that period of 
time. 

With this brief glance at the whole state of the case, theo, we 
may return with the charge, and say, that even in that case, 
which is the strongest that history affords, the clergy were deep- 
ly responsible for that whole millennium of darkness and moral 
death that overspread the civilized world, and from which Eu- 
rope itself, the very land of the reformation and of resuscitated 
science, has not yet recovered, — nor will it, perhaps, recover for 
a century to come. 

But here it may well be remarked, that this recovery to gen- 
uine christian light and sound education, is to be ascribed to the 
same class of agents— christian ministers. Without them, the 
revival of literature, had it occured at all, would have produced 
no better state of morals than it did among the Saracens in the 
days of their literary glory ; or among the people of France in 
our own age. 

The clergy, theo, are the masters of education, and responsi- 
ble for it ; and theirs, under God, is the chief honor of its bless- 
ings in christian lands. 

This is an important point which I have deemed it needful to 
present as clearly to view as my brief limits will admit, for the 
purpose of showing something of the deep interest that attaches 
to the general subject before us, viz. the christian education of 
the clergy themselves. For if the clergy are commanded by 
God, and destined, by the very arrangements of his providence, 
to educate the people, a tenfold importance is at once seen to 
accrue to the education of these same ministers of sacred knowl- 
edge and improvement. Their education is virtually the edu- 
cation of the whole ; and a radical fault or a primary excellence 
here, must extend, in its effects, with a widening, deepening in- 
fluence, throughout the whole sphere. 

From this view of the subject, I may here remark, that we 
readily find the solution of a problem of no ordinary difficulty 
in its first aspect. The problem is this : If the clergy have 
always been the guides and masters of education, how has it 
come to pass that, in different countries and ages, such opposite 
courses have been pursued ? such a difference found in the 
seal with which they have been prosecuted ? and such a con- 
trast b the results ? The solution is to be sought in the char- 
acter of the clergy themselves : and this variation in their char- 
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acter, is to be traced to their education as the prime cause un- 
der God. 

The variations, then, in the education of the priesthood, and 
the causes which produce these variations in kind or degree, af- 
ford a topic of the very first importance in historical research. 
These are the seminal causes ; small in their origin, perhaps, as 
the grain of mustard seed ; imperceptible as the leaven ; and 
recondite as the source of the winds ; but which fill the world, 
and fill eternity with their effects ! 

It will here be remembered, as 1 have already intimated, that 
I use the term education, in its broad sense, comprising not 
merely the scientific and literary training of youth, but the 
whole formation of the mind and character, including the active, 
moral, and religious principles, as well as intellectual culture. 

While ministers have been responsible for the general educa- 
tion of the other classes in christian communities, their own ed- 
ucation has been guided by themselves, each generation giving 
the bias and the impulse to its successor. How has this been done, 
from time to time ? in what manner and with what effect, has 
this most responsible of all the duties of the leaders in the sa- 
cred ministry, been discharged ? This is the grand question in 
ecclesiastical history ; and, indeed, in the whole history of chris- 
tian nations. It is also that which lends the highest importance 
to the much more glaring and thrilling events of successive ages. 
For where such events have had a reflex bearing on this pri- 
mary cause, where they have poured their healing or their pol- 
luting infusion back into this perennial fountain, their effects 
have been found diffusive and lasting. Such for instance were 
the early persecutions, so needful to check the rising ambition 
of the man of sin in the new community that was spreading in 
its youthful vigor through the world, conquering and to con- 
quer. And such, on the other hand, was the effect of the con- 
version of Constantine and his accession to imperial dominion, 
and the consequent union of church and state, so fatal to the 
spiritual hopes and heavenly training of the clergy ! Then, the 
needful check was removed 5 — he that had let, was taken out of 
the way. But when some secular event occurs that affects not 
this fountain of moral influence, however terrific may be the 
passing scene, it is but the thunder of the black cloud, without 
its tempest ; the comet that glares through the sphere, but de- 
ranges not its movements ; as a living writer has termed it, the 
wind, that bows down for a day the rich grain, but not the hail 
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that beats it to the earth. Tomorrow all is erect and flourish- 
ing as ever. 

Such are many of the desolating wars that involve kingdoms, 
and change dynasties, but leave the arrangements of religion 
untouched. But not so the accession of a prince who meddles, 
however peacefully, with sacred institutions ; and not so, the 
rise of a new doctrine, or a new mode of applying the influence 
of gospel teachers. And not so, in the primitive ages of the 
church, was the accession of some famous heathen philosopher 
to the christian cause, who assumed indeed the badge of the 
cross, but also still proudly wore the philosopher's garb— a fit em- 
blem of the heathenism it still covered, and with which he was 
about to infect the church. 

Such accessions were an apparent triumph, but proved, 
in the event, a real and lasting curse to the sacred cause. 
And in the same manner I might go on to speak of the baptized 
pride of some conspicuous converts in more recent ages, who 
are hailed as trophies of grace, but who come into the church, 
not to adore her Lord, but to be adored themselves — not to 
help onward in the good old way of truth and harmony and 
love, but to find or to make some new way to heaven, on every 
mile-stone of which they may inscribe forever their own re- 
nown. I might also remark on the leavening influence of the 
more unpretending individual who introduces a new philosophy. 
Whether such philosophy begin in the church or out of it ; and 
whether it pertain at first to matter or to morals ; if it gain a last- 
ing eminence, its spirit ere long embues the priesthood and 
works changes, good or bad, in the cause of religion and human 
welfare, which surpass in importance the rise or fall of the great- 
est temporal kingdoms. The empire of Aristotle has been to 
that of his mighty pupil who conquered the world, as the sun to 
the transient glare of a meteor. This old dead heathen even reign- 
ed as supreme pope over the church for a thousand years. The 
retrieving conquests of Bacon are still extending, and are more 
momentous in their benign effects, than all the combined powers 
and wisdom of his mighty cotemporaries in the cabinet and in 
the field. The achievements of our own Edwards in his humble 
study, are destined to promote a more glorious revolution in the 
family of man, than even those of Washington himself. 

These, and all other causes which have materially affected the 
education, the doctrines, or the practical efficiency of the clergy, 
are sorely objects worthy of prime consideration and deep study 
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to every one who would understand the great principles of God's 
dispensations on earth, or who would derive the most practical 
lessons from the history of bis church. Tell me how to rear 
an Edwards, and 1 will not trouble you for the inferior art of 
rearing secular princes or statesmen. Tell us bow to raise up 
a whole generation of such ministers of the gospel as Edwards 
and his pupil Brainerd, and you tell us how the millennium is to 
be produced, when the kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdom of our Lord and bis Christ, and when these princes 
and statesmen themselves even shall be all taught of God how 
to rule in a manner which no human wisdom can reveal. 

In addition to this general view of the importance of theo- 
logical education, I may add, that it is peculiarly important for 
us at the present day, and especially in this country, to investi- 
gate this science with the greatest care. Never has there beteu 
an age since the first spread of Christianity, in which ministers 
were so imperiously called for, both at home and abroad ; — 
never an age in which the number of evangelical ministers was 
so rapidly increasing ; — never an age in which so much training 
in knowledge, human and divine, was needed ; — and never, 
when the system of training was apparently receiving so great 
an improvement. From all these sources, the voice is loud 
and imperious, commanding us to investigate this subject to the 
bottom. If we are to make real improvements, instead of in- 
troducing defects, it becomes us to give heed to this voice ; — to 
be awake to the dangers, while we are alive to all the benefits, 
that may be introduced in this momentous process. 

But upon whom is it especially incumbent to investigate this 
subject? Upon those, of course, who have the special guidance 
of clerical education. And who are they ? The answer has 
already been given ; — the clergy themselves. It is not merely 
upon that portion of ministers who have the charge of theologi- 
cal seminaries, whether as teachers or guardians. It devolves 
in a measure upon them all ; for all are to have a voice by 
their influence on the rising generation in the christian commu- 
nity, in deciding what kind of training shall be pursued in these 
sacred retreats. What any community shall finally demand, in 
such a republican land as ours, they wHl ultimately have. 
While the seminaries will exert a most powerful influence in 
moulding the christian community and guiding their senti- 
ments, this community, on the other band, will exert a recipro- 
cal influence on them. And it may be further stated, that the 
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responsibility is to devolve mainly on the christian ministry at 
large, of deciding the important problem, Whether theological 
umtmaries are to be sustained in future as the chief meant of 
clerical education. This high question, we are not yet warrant- 
ed to regard in any other light than that of a practical problem, 
of the deepest interest to the welfare of Zion, which still remains 
to be solved. How can it be otherwise at present ? The ex- 
perience of a single score of years, with but a very limited knowl- 
edge of kindred institutions in other lands and other ages, and 
under far different circumstances, is by no means sufficient to a fi- 
nal decision on the merits of a system, involving so many remote 
consequences, and which must necessarily require much time 
for the full development of its influences. Theory, however 
plausible, is not enough for the safe determination of a ques- 
tion so important and so complicated, nor is the promising com- 
mencement of its trial on a large scale and by so many denom- 
inations, a certain index of the result. 

That this problem should be truly solved, is of the utmost 
importance. For the christian ministry prematurely to take it 
for granted, that this is henceforth to be the way of training 
successors in the sacred office, and for them consequently 
to close their eyes to the further developments of the nature of 
the system^ may possibly be fraught with the most disastrous 
consequences. Nor will they, in this land of vigilance, thus 
close their eyes. This is not the besetting danger of our coun- 
try or of the revolutionary age in which we live. The current 
propensity is rather to change, and, like the Athenians, to seek 
for " something newer ;" and thus to abandon a promising ex- 
periment before it is half tried, provided it be complicated, and 
its developments slow, and some of its unlooked for results 
apparently adverse. Many a suspected Jonah is now thrown 
overboard, at the first lowering of a tempest — which tempest af- 
ter all is destined only to rouse the mariners and to waft the 
ship more speedily to her desired haven. Now, should some 
unhappy results occur, or some ill-boding appearances be pre- 
sented, to alarm the fears and excite the suspicions of the 
watchmen on the walls of Zion ; and should they then too has- 
tily sound the deep alarm and withdraw the confidence and pat- 
ronage of the churches, not merely from some one or two but 
from all theological seminaries, an injury might be inflicted on 
the rising welfare of the sacred cause, which half an age would 
not repair. Should, for instance, the appearance of collision 
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between different seminaries, be descried, or should indi- 
cations of a departure from the faith, become but too apparent 
in some of them, (which may God prevent) ; in a word, should 
any merely temporary or partial or local disappointment be ap- 
prehended, or even deeply experienced, how unpropitious 
might prove the hasty attempt to subvert, instead of remedy- 
ing, a whole system, that in itself may prove an unspeakable 
blessing to the church and the world. 

It is on the ministry, I say, that devolves the decision of such 
important questions as these ; for in their hands rests the ulti- 
mate decision of all questions pertaining to the guidance of theo- 
logical education. It is, then, a matter of prime consequence, 
that they be prepared to decide right. 

Here, now, a further question is presented, and one on 
which 1 have had my eye in the whole of the preceding discus- 
sion : How are they to be prepared for so responsible a duty ? 
It is easy to answer, in the first place, that they should be led to 
feel deeply the responsibility of the act. This is sufficiently 
manifest from the brief view of its importance just exhibited. 
And this responsibility, each individual should feel in every ex- 
ertion of his influence which has a bearing on such a question : 
For it is not by an assembled synod of the whole clerical body, 
that such matters are to be decided in our day, nor, as we trust, 
in any future day ; much less is it by the voice of some pope, 
or patriarch, or bishop. It is by the guidance of the general 
will; the illumination or the deception of the general mind. 
And towards this illumination or deception, each one contributes 
bis share by every act and every opinion he puts forth on the 
subject. And this is just as true of the theological student him- 
self, as of the man who is already in the ministry. Let, then, 
this responsibility be first deeply felt, and a lively interest will 
thence be excited in the remaining answer to be given to the 
question of preparation for the discharge of such duty. If we 
are deeply responsible for diffusing light, we anxiously inquire, 
whence are we to gain this light ourselves? where are the 
sources to which we may resort ? 

This leads me to remark, in the second place, that, to the 
extent of his means, each one should become familiar with the 
history of theological education. To reject the experience of 
past ages and other countries, on such a subject, is just as ab- 
surd as to blot out the record of our own experience, or to ex- 
tinguish the eye of our own reason. It is mainly by the history 
of the past in connexion with a knowledge of the present, that 
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we are to be guided in the preservation of real improvements, 
and guarded from baneful innovations. Why should we be 
left to act over again, for the hundredth time, the follies 
of our predecessors ? And why should posterity be left to in- 
vent anew what we of the present age may have invented, for 
the tenth time, in the way of real improvement? Such may 
again be the fact, if human fickleness be not checked by the 
sage monitions of history. These are our safest guides for as- 
certaining what is truly good, and the means of preserving it ; 
while they afford also the index to the path of future improvement. 
History, well studied, is no longer to be stigmatized as the tim- 
id extinguisher 6f enterprise, or the austere dictator by way 
of prescription. Showing, not only good and evil, but also the 
true causes of both, it affords at once the most safe directions 
and the most powerful incitements to further improvement. 
While it teaches us how to prove all things and to hold fast that 
which is good, it bids us go on to perfection. 

It has already been intimated, that the pages of ecclesiastical 
history are filled with the records of clerical education. We 
see how Christ trained theirs* preachers of his gospel ; and al- 
so what precepts they, in their turn, gave to those they were 
rearing for their successors. We see how popery trained her 
ministers, from period to period of her darkening and domineer- 
ing sway. And we see how the glorious reformation, in differ- 
ent stages of increasing light, has been training hers. 

But the whole field of theological education, is too extensive 
to admit of minute inspection at once. We turn, for the pre- 
sent, to a particular spot. And to what can we better turn, as 
promising to cast light on the great experiment now making, 
than to the early history of theological seminaries. If ancient 
records have any knowledge to impart respecting the utility, the 
dangers, and the management of such seminaries, we cannot 
fail of taking a deep interest in the account ; and where these 
records may be barren of practical information on such points, 
it may be well for us to know the fact, that we may not suffer 
from the suspicion of wilfully neglecting a source of knowledge, 
on topics so interesting to the ministry and the church at the 
present day. 

The results of such an investigation have not, to my knowl- 
edge, been given in our language, though we occasionally meet 
with a brief notice of such schools in our writers on ecclesiasti- 
cal history. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 2 
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Alexandrian School. 

Having endeavored, in my preliminary remarks, to show, 
in some measure, the importance of theological education and 
of an acquaintance with its history, 1 now proceed to give some 
account of that portion of its history which is more immediately 
connected with the ancient school of theology at Alexandria. 1 
It is my design first to exhibit a general view of the school, and 
then to treat of what was taught in it. 1 begin with its 

Commencement and Duration. 

Some of the christian fathers appear to speak of this semina- 
ry as having existed in the first century, and Jerome mentions 
a tradition of his time, which assigns St. Mark as its founder. 
In like manner, St. John was said to have established a school 
at Ephesus, and Polycarp was regarded as the founder of 
another at Smyrna. But little credit is due to these reports, so 
far as schools of the kind now in question are concerned. 9 The 
mistake may be easily accounted for on the supposition, that 
some early provision was made in these cities, and perhaps by 
these primitive teachers, for the instruction of catechumens in the 

1 My principal guide in the following account, is the very able and 
learned work by H. £. F. Guerike, de Scholae Mexandrinae Cate- 
cheticae Theologia, published at Halle, 1825. It may not be improper 
here to observe, that where 1 have made use of his work, I have 
generally consulted the original authorities to which he refers, espe- 
cially in those cases in which he does not give bis quotations in the 
original. It is needless here to specify the further helps employed, 
and the authorities for facts ; as both will be rendered sufficiently ap- 
parent by a constant refereuce to such helps and sources as are used. 
I only add, that my references to Mosheim's Ecc. Hist, are to the 
new translation by Dr Murdock, published at New Haven 1832 ; and 
the references to the works of Clemens Alexandrinus and of Origen, 
are to Sand. Pat. Optra, JVirceburgi, 1777—1794. In other refer- 
ences of importance, the edition will be noted at the time, if the ref- 
erence be by vol. and page. 

2 See note to Moeheim, Vol. I. p. 98. and Schrockh, Kirchenge- 
schichte, Vol. III. p. 18a ed. 2. 
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first principles of Christianity; but this is a widely different thing 
from the preparation of men to preach the gospel, as it embrac- 
ed only a course of instruction to candidates for baptism. It is 
not till some time in the latter half of the second century, that 
any distinct evidence is found, in ancient writers, of men who 
were trained for preachers in schools established for the pur- 
pose. This higher kind of school may have grown out of the 
other or have been reared on its foundation, and retained the 
same name ; just as the Theological Seminary here has arisen 
on the foundation of the original school, Phillips Academy. 

And, indeed, as in this modern case, so in the ancient one 
at Alexandria, we have no reason to suppose that the institution 
ceased to contain a department for inferior branches, when it 
became a school of theology; for we learn from Eusebius, (VI. 
3,4, 15,) that catechumens and such as were just baptized, 
vHHpoiviazoh were found among the scholars of Origen, 
and were at first taught by him the elements of Christianity, but 
afterwards committed to his assistant, Heraclas. It is also man- 
ifest that christian youth were taught in this school. Euse- 
bius (VI. 6) speaks of Origen when a boy as being taught 
here by Clement. 

It is not easy to determine the precise date of the seminary at 
Alexandria. There is a degree of probability that it was a re- 
sort for theological students under Athenagoras as early as the 
year 160; but possibly, not till the time of Pantaenus, about 
181. In all probability, as a theological seminary, it arose grad- 
ually from small beginnings, not being endowed with funds or 
established by any public act of authority. If we suppose Athe- 
nagoras to nave been at first employed as a teacher of catechu- 
mens, and to have begun by degrees to discbarge the higher of- 
fice of instructing such students in divinity as might desire his 
aid ; and that thus the inferior school gradually assumed the 
higher character, we shall probably come as nigh the truth as 
it is possible to ascertain it, from the scanty and apparently con- 
flicting accounts that are left us. But more of this in the se- 
!iuel. Thus much is certain, that the seminary was in success- 
ul operation, as a divinity school, under Pantaenus, near the 
close of the second century. 

This school at Alexandria was also the first of the kind, and 
the roost important. Others were soon formed on the same 
model at Caesarea, Antioch, Edessa, etc. 

As to the time and manner of its termination, about the same 
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degree of doubl is left in the writings of the fathers, as in the 
case of its origin ; and probably from the same cause. As it 
seems gradually to have arisen from a mere school of catechu- 
mens, so we are left to conclude that it as gradually subsided 
into the same inferior grSde ; for we hear no more of it as a 
divinity school, after the timeofTbeodosius the Great, A. D. 395, 
when Rhodo left it. 1 We may then consider the period of its 
duration as a little more than two hundred years, viz. from about 
A. D. 160 to 395. 

Occasion and Object of its Existence. 

During the apostolic age, God appears to have granted spe- 
cial-aid and a special commission to those whom he would put 
into the ministry of his word, by the gift of tongues, and perhaps 
by other miraculous qualifications. How long such gifts were 
continued to the church, we know not ; but we may reasonably 
conclude from history and the analogy of divine providence, 
that they were gradually withdrawn, as the exigency subsided. 
Thus left by degrees to train her own teachers, the church soon 
began to feel her need of the regular means. She found her- 
self assailed from without by all the learning and subtlety of hea- 
then philosophy and Jewish envy ; and from within, by a 
swarming host of heretics. To meet the power and craft of 
such assailants, learning and skill, as well as glowing piety, were 
demanded. And these could better be imparted by men who 
should devote their whole time to the work of instruction, than 
by those whose chief occupation was preaching. 

It is likewise supposed by some, that the Christians were in- 
duced to emulate the example of' heathen philosophers, in the 
establishment of schools in which the true philosophy from heav- 
en might be taught, instead of what treated of heathen Gods ; 
and especially in the city of Alexandria, where a spleu- 
did heathen establishment was then flourishing. 9 — Thus 
much for the occasion which called this and kindred seminaries 
into being. 

The object of the institution, requires a few remarks in addi- 
tion to what is implied in the preceding. The ultimate de- 

1 Guerikc, Part I. p. 118. * See Guerikc, Part I. p. 11. 
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sign was, to prepare men for the ministry. But to this end, a 
coarse of training in grammar, logic, languages, philosophy, 
etc. was pursued. 1 The Christians were not then in possession 
of inferior seminaries in which the requisite acquisitions in litera- 
ture and science could be gained. But to what extent such 
branches of secular knowledge were pursued in this school, we 
are not informed. This, however, is certain, that some of the 
most distinguished teachers of the school, were extremely foud 
of such studies, and regarded them as of the highest importance 
to the christian student. Origen, as appears from a passage in 
his letter to Gregory Thaurnaturgus, regarded philosophy as 
a highly important preparative and aid to christian doctrine. 2 
Clement also, in many places, 3 commends the Grecian philoso- 
phy as fitted to clear the way and prepare the soul for the re- 
ception of the faith. Both he and Origen, and also Athenago- 
ras, were deeply versed in secular knowledge, as their writings 
amply testify. The same was doubtless true in genera) of the 
other teachers, as is implied in what Rufinus says of Didymus, 
(II. 7,) viz. "Heattained to such learning and knowledge in divine 
and human things, as to become a teacher in the ecclesiastical 
school." Such knowledge was therefore requisite for the office. 
And we have proofs enough that it was employed in their 
course of teaching, by these enthusiastic lovers of human as well 
as divine learning. 4 
It may be proper here to make a few remarks on the 



Management of the School. 

From the scanty materials on this topic, the following may 
be gleaned as the most probable facts. 

The government was chiefly in the hands of one man, as rec- 
tor or prefect, who was also the principal teacher in the 
higher branches. Thus Origen, as before stated, at an early 
period taught catechumens and such as had recently been ad- 
mitted to the church by baptism ; but at a subsequent period, 
be committed this inferior branch of instruction to Heraclas 



1 Guerike, Part I. p. 104 aud seq. 9 See Guerike, Parti, p. 106. 
3 Strom. I. Guer. P.I. p. 105. 4 Guer. See P. I. p. 107. 
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whom be appointed as his assistant. In proof of there being 
one head, or rector, it is urged by Guerike, 1 that this position 
appears to be implied by the uniform language of the fathers 
when speaking of the school. They every where speak of a 
single man as being master of it for the time. Thus Eusebius 
speaks of Pantaenus, Clement, Origen, Heraclas, etc. 3 Philip 
Sidetes also gives a catalogue of these rectors. But while 
one was always principal of the school, he not unfrequently 
had at least one associate, and perhaps an assistant besides. 
How many associates and assistants were employed, cannot be 
determined, as it is only from incidental remarks here and there 
in the early writers, that we come to know of any. In one in- 
stance, in time of persecution under Severus, we learn that Ori- 
gen was left with the sole charge. 3 We are not warranted to 
conclude that there were, at any one time, more than three 
teachers, including the principal ; not often more than two ; 
and frequently, but one. 

To the rector, with his coadjutors, was doubtless committed 
the general management of the seminary. This we may infer 
from the nature of the case, and from the fact that the school 
flourished ; for no seminary, of whatever kind, can prosper 
where the management is not chiefly confided to the teachers. 

But while such was evidently the fact, it still appears that the 
bishop of Alexandria exercised some kind of general supervision 
over the school and its teachers. For when Pantaenus and 
Clement were driven away by persecution, A.D.203, Demetrius, 
the bishop, appointed Origen to the sole charge of the school. 4 
On other occasions, be exhorted Origen to diligence in his work 
of catechising. 5 He was also applied to by the governor of 
Arabia to send Origen to teach hirh the principles of Christiani- 
ty, with which request he complied. And again, when Origen 
was too long detained in Palestine, Demetrius recalled him by 
letters and messengers ; and at a later period, be excommu- 
nicated this catechist. 6 In a subsequent age, Didymus was ap- 
proved of by bishop Athenasius and other wise men, as a teacb- 



1 Part I. p. 109. et. seq. * Euseb. VI. 6. 26. 

3 Euseb. VI. a 4 Euseb. VI. 3. Hieron. c. 54. 

* Euseb. VI. 8. 14. 6 Euseb. VI. 19. 26. 
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er in this school. 1 The fact hitherto has not been disputed, so 
far as I cao learn, that the seminary was under the supervision 
of the bishop of Alexandria ; but on this point I may have some 
farther remarks to make in connexion with facts to be adduced 
io the sequel. I will barely add, in this place, that from the 
last cited authority, we may perhaps equally conclude that 
" other wise men" besides the bishop, were concerned in the 
supervision ; and that we know but little of the nature and ex- 
tent of this authority, supposed thus to have been exercised, or 
whether any rules were prescribed by the higher authority for 
conducting the afiairs of the seminary, or whether any particular 
course of studies was marked out. 

We now turn to another question, viz. 

Why did the first seminary rise and flourish at Alexandria^ 
rather than elsewhere ? 

A brief discussion of this point, will subserve a higher purpose 
to oar general object, than the mere gratiflcation of curiosity. 
The facts brought to view, will present sources of influence 
which could not fail materially to modify the school itself, and 
make it what in fact it became. Considering the influence 
which the place must have had on the seminary, it is obvious 
that any account of the latter must be very imperfect, without 
some notice of the moral causes that were in operation in the 
city itself. 

Alexandria, situated at the western angle of the Delta of 
Egypt, in latitude 31° ll'N. was built by Alexander the 
Great, 332 B. C. Designing it as the capital of his mighty 
empire, and connecting with it the glory of his own name, he 
spared neither toil nor expense in its erection. The Ptolemies 
followed up his plan, and in the genuine spirit of Greeks, as they 
were by descent, tbey successfully strove to add literary glory 
to the commercial renown of their capital. In pursuance of this 
plan, philosophers and sages of every land and every sect, were 
invited to make it their abode. Its propitious location for com- 
mercial and other intercourse between the two great portions of 
the ancient world, the East and the West, was greatly conducive to 
the purpose of rendering it the emporium of literature as well as 
of commerce. Such it became. In its most flourishing pe- 
riod, h is supposed to have contained not less than 300,000 in- 

1 Rufous, II. 7. 
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habitants, besides a countless host of passing strangers. By 
means of canals, this city was connected with the Red sea, and 
thus became the great thoroughfare between the East and the 
West. Merchants and travellers from every clime, were here to 
be met with. The city was also peopled, at first, by a motley 
assemblage of Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians. Thus the efforts 
of the Ptolemies in attracting foreign literati, the central posi- 
tion of the city, and the sources of its first population, all con- 
spired to make it the world in miniature, exhibiting a sample of 
all kinds of men and things. And so it continued to be, in a 
measure, until European commerce and intercourse with the 
East, were diverted from this ancient channel by the discovery 
of the passage round the cape of Good Hope, by the Portu- 
guese, in the fifteenth century. 

In this general rendezvous of all nations, this navfioxe7ov for 
all tribes, almost any thing, good or bad, might grow up unmo- 
lested ; and here, if any where, a school of the hated, despised, 
and persecuted Christians, might be suffered to rise and flourish. 
On this common ground of all nations, of all sects, and of all 
creeds in religion and in philosophy, — where Indian brah- 
mins, Jewish priests, Persian magi, and Grecian philosophers of 
every cast, might freely meet, and have their respective schools, 
and hold just as much or as little intercourse as they pleased ; — 
in such a place of general congress and universal tolerance, 
Christianity might found her best hopes of rearing a peaceful 
establishment, for teaching a better philosophy than the concen- 
trated wisdom of the world could present or devise. 

Here, too,* were means of instruction not elsewhere to be 
found. These consisted partly in this assemblage of literary 
men of all nations, and partly in the secular schools and libra- 
ries already existing at Alexandria. 

The famous libraries in that place began to be collected by 
Ptolemy Soter, the successor of Alexander, and were increased 
by his successors, especially by Ptolemy Philadelphus, under 
whom the Septuagint translation is said to have been com- 
menced. One of these libraries was placed in the Museum, 
and consisted of 400,000 volumes ; and the other, consisting of 
300,000, was placed in the Serapion, or temple of Jupiter Sera- 
pis. The first was burned in the siege by Julius Cesar ; but 
replaced by the library of Pergamus, which Antony presented 
to Cleopatra. The other is thought by some to have Deen de- 
stroyed or dispersed in the time of Theodosius the Great (395), 
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when be ordered all heathen temples to be destroyed ; and not 
by the ruthless Arabs under Omar, as is generally believed. 
Tie largest, in the Museum, probably suffered much, if it was 
not entirely destroyed with that splendid building, in the civil 
commotions under Aurelian. 1 Both, however, were in existence 
at the time of founding the christian school ; and, for aught we 
know, accessible to Christians as well as heathen. 

Schools of the highest fame were also flourishing there. The 
term Museum was applied equally to designate a building, or 
rather a portion of the royal buildings, in which the great library 
was kept, and also a college of learned men and scholars who 
lived together, and were supported by royal bounty, under the 
Ptolemies and under some of the Roman emperors. Here 
were taught philosophy, astronomy, physic, grammar, poetry, 
history, mathematics, and almost all the arts and sciences of an- 
tiquity. 8 This college was founded by Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
and continued to flourish till after the time we are considering. 
What an inducement must obviously have been presented in 
these facilities for knowledge, to the establishment of a christian 
seminary in that city ; — the greatest libraries in the world, said 
to contain copies or all books then known ; the greatest » con- 
course of scholars and literary men ; the greatest facilities for 
becoming acquainted with the languages and customs of all 
countries, by personal intercourse with both the learned and un- 
learned from such countries; and the best opportunities for 
preaching the gospel to foreigners, who, like * the dwellers at 
Jerusalem out of every nation under heaven,' might returo with 
this gospel to bless their countrymen. Such considerations 
could not have escaped the notice of men like Pantaenus and 
Origen, who themselves went abroad, the one to India and the 
other to Arabia, to preach the gospel. How eagerly would 
such a place be selected, at the present day, for a theological 
seminary. How admirably adapted, should we regard it, as the 
seat of a missionary school. 

But these facilities for learning and usefulness, must also be 
contemplated in the character of moral causes, which could not 
fail of exerting a powerful influence on the school itself. On 
the one hand, there was much to excite pious activity and kindle 
a glowing zeal to convert these philosophers and strangers, and 

1 See Encyclop. Amer. Arts. Mexcmdria and JUtxandrian School 
* Guer. P. I. p. 10. Strabo, XV1T. 8. 
Vol. IV. No. 13. 3 
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to fire the breasts of the young men to carry the gospel to those 
remote regions. But, on the other band, there were the power- 
ful temptations to an over-weening fondness for profane litera- 
ture, and to an ambitious desire of philosophic glory; — tempta- 
tions, alas ! which proved but too strong for both pupils and 
teachers, as we may have occasion to see in the sequel. 

It is supposed by some, that the christian school had its ori- 
gin in the Museum ; or rather that the Museum itself was con- 
verted into such a school. 1 Such an opinion may have gained 
plausibility from the acknowledged fame of these christian 
teachers among heathen philosophers, and from the fact of their 
having paid so much attention to philosophy, and their mingling 
it with Christianity. Still, there is no good foundation for the 
opinion, but strong evidence against it. It is by no means prob- 
able that heathen emperors, even while persecuting Christianity, 
would suffer an institution under their own patronage, and one 
of so mpch importance and celebrity, to be changed into a 
school of christian prophets. It would require the strongest 
positive evidence for the support of such an opinion. But, in- 
stead of this, there is direct proof to the contrary. For the 
Museum was destroyed by Caracalla, 2 when the tyrant took 
savage vengeance on the Alexandrians for ridiculing him, (about 
216), and was not restored till the time of Constantine ; whereas 
the christian school was in operation during this whole period. 3 
The emperor Julian appears also to have sent Zeno to the Mu- 
seum as a teacher ; but no such teacher is found among those 
employed in the catechetical school. They were therefore dis- 
tinct and separate institutions. 

In this connection, it is proper to inquire concerning the 

* Accommodations for the Sbhool. 

It would, indeed, have been a very convenient thing for such 
an establishment, and much to the liking of its philosophic 
teachers, bad they enjoyed the ample accommodations of the 
Museum, consisting in its magnificent public buildings for the 
residence of instructors and pupils, its gratuitous provision for 
the support of both, its halls of instruction, and its library as 
their own. But, so far from all this, we have no proof that 

1 So the Magdeburg Centuriatore, I. 1, 7. p. 397. 
» Dion. Cass. Hist. Rom. LXXVII. c. 7. 22. 
3 Guer. I. p. 12. 
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they possessed any thing of the kind. From the scanty and 
incidental evidence that remains, we are left rather to infer that 
the christian doctors taught in their own private dwellings, at 
least io the earlier periods. Had they been otherwise furnish- 
ed, some hint of the fact might well have been expected, espe- 
cially if public provision of much importance, had been made. 
The only light we have, respects the case of Origen, who prob- 
ably taught " io the bouse where he abode," iy osxm, er&a %a- 
xtfU9€9. 1 As this, however, was at the crisis when the older 
teachers had fled from persecution, and he was left to take care 
of the school alone, the circumstance, 1 acknowledge, is no 
decisive evidence against the existence of better accommodations 
at other times. I also admit the claim of a probability, that af- 
ter the accession of christian emperors to the throne, they would 
afford some public provision for so important a school ; as Con- 
staotioe has the credit of making liberal provision for the instruc- 
tion of christians. 8 We cannot readily believe him to have re- 
suscitated the Museum, 3 and at the same time to have left the 
christian school without endowment or public buildings. We 
should say, that either its inmates were previously supplied, or that 
be caused them to enjoy equal advantages with the other literati 
in tbe Museum, (perhaps having a separate department,) or, 
that he granted in some way what was so obviously needful to 
the dignity of the institution. Still, we are left without positive 
evidence. 

Bat, after all, this famous christian seminary may perhaps 
have been, from beginning to end, much more in the shape of 
what we should now call a mere private school, than modern 
writers on the subject are wont to imagine ; — without funds, 
without public buildings, without special guardians to appoint 
and watch over its teachers ; and only under the general care of 
the bishop, while it should last, like other things in his diocese, 
and enjoying the friendly aid and confidence of good men, as it 
passed in succession from one set of teachers to another, till 
none were found to take it ; and thus it may finally have be- 
come extinct without being formally abolished, just as it had arisen 
without any formal establishment. 

1 Eiweb. VI. 3. 

* Moabeim, Ecc Hist. Coot. IV. P. II. c 1. 4. 

* Gucr. I. p. 12. 
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This is, indeed, as before suggested, far from being the light 
in which it seems now to be universally regarded ; but still I 
cannot help suspecting that it is about all which recorded facts 
will warrant us in believing. The large number that were 
probably educated here, and the great influence which the sem- 
inary came to exert, afford no refutation of this view ; nor need 
the view itself diminish our estimate of the importance of the 
school in any respect. Its results are matters of record, so far 
as we can know tbem, and pass for what they import, however 
Providence may have seen fit to bring them to pass. 

The view I have here ventured to suggest, will receive some 
further countenance, while we inquire into the 

Mode in which the Teachers were supported. 

On this point, Guerike 1 dissents from the opinion of Michae- 
lis, viz. that the Alexandrian teachers enjoyed no public sti- 
pends. He does not, however, attempt to prove, nor does be 
suppose, that any public stipend was afforded previous to the 
time of Origen ; but be argues, that at a subsequent period, 
when the bishops and other officers of the church in Egypt are 
known to have enjoyed considerable incomes, the catechists 
would not be left without some public provision. And espe- 
cially does be think this must have been the fact after the time 
of Constantine. But the only direct proof which he adduces 
to show that they enjoyed public support at all, is a passage from 
Cassiodorus, 3 a monk of the sixth century, which asserts a tra- 
dition (traditur) to that effect. The tradition may have been 
well founded, and from what has been just remarked as to the 
school under Constantine, I do not doubt its credibility as re- 
spects this later period. But it does not necessarily reach back 
beyond the time of this christian emperor. Now, for the pre- 
vious period, there is much more slender ground for such a 



1 P. I. p. 114. 

a Cass. Praefat. instit. divin. script, p. 307. " Nisus sum cum 
beatiasimo Agapeto urbis Romae, ut, sicut apud Alexandriam multo 
tempore fuisse traditur i net itu turn, nunc etiam in Nisi be civitate Sy- 
rorum Hebraeis sedulo fertur exponi, collatis expensts in urbe Roma- 
na professos doctores scholae potius acciperent chrisiianae, undo ani- 
ma susciperat aeternam salutem, et casto atque puriasimo eloquio 
fidelium lingua comeretur." — Quitted by Gutr. ib. 
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conjecture ; and even Ouerike himself supposes, that Pantaeous 
and Clemeot received nothing except perhaps the gifts of their 
students ; and even these, when the school fell into Origen's 
hands, be declined ; for Eusebius informs us that he sold his 
books and subsisted on the avails at the rate of four oboli 
a day, rather than be beholden to those about him. 1 At that 
time, it is manifest there was no public stipend. And as to the 
conjecture of any having been provided when the church grew 
richer, it manifestly rests on the assumption, that the school had 
become a public institution, which is the very point I am call- 
ing in question, and which wants proof. We may say, that it 
ought to have been publicly endowed at this period, in so large 
a city and amid so much wealth of bishops and others. And 
so, it seems, thought Cassiodorus respecting bis proposed en- 
dowment of such a school at Rome .three hundred years after, 
and amid immensely greater wealth of the church. * 

As a further point of resemblance to a more private establish- 
ment, I remark, that the principals appear to have appointed 
their own assistants ; and that without perhaps even consulting 
the bishop. It was thus, as appears from Eusebius, 2 that Ori- 
gen appoiored Heraclas as his assistant in the lower branches of 
the school All this is perfectly consistent with the views before 
given of the general superintendence of the bishop. Supposing 
the school a mere private establishment, yet as it was of great 
public importance to the church, the bishop might well consider 
k bb duty to look after its interests, to see that it was continued 
by a succession of teachers, and to use all bis influence in pro- 
moting its prosperity and urging the teachers to the faithful dis- 
charge of their duty. A common parish minister, at the present 
day, would do no less with respect to an important though pri- 
vate school among his people. It may be further remarked, that 
the direct authority which the bishop of Alexandria exercised 
over the teachers, appears to have been in his assumed capacity 
of bishop over his presbyters, rather than as governor of the 
school. It was thus that he excommunicated Origen ; which he 
did after Origen had voluntarily resigned his charge of the 
school and retired to Caesarea. 3 Still, we may well suppose a 
bishop, in those days of increasing arrogance, to have conducted 
himself with an air of authority towards this school, as towards 

1 Euaeb. VI. 3. * Euseb. VI. 15. 

3 Sec note by Valerius to Euaeb. VI. 26. 
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every thing pertaining to religion, which would ill comport with 
primitive simplicity and with our present views of clerical pro- 
priety ; and yet this would not prove the school to have been of 
a public nature. 

The Influence of the School and the number of its Pupils. 

These may be conjectured from the nature of the case, and 
from incidental notices in the works of the fathers. 

The men at the head of it were generally renowned for tal- 
ents and learning. Some of them, as Origen, acquired fame 
among the heathen as well as among Christians. 1 They were 
among the most able men and conspicuous writers of their times, 
and exerted an almost boundless influence by their compositions, 
as well as by their direct efforts in the school. 

As to the number of pupils, Eusebius frequently makes such 
allusions as to imply that they were very numerous. He says, 
for instance, of Origen, that " so many flocked to him that he 
had scarcely time to breathe, one company after another coming 
from morning to evening, to his school." 9 Many of the scholars 
were also distinguished for their proficiency, as it is recorded of 
some of the most conspicuous men in the eastern church at that 
period, that they studied under these preceptors. We may 
therefore regard as well founded the lively remark of Hospi'n- 
ian, 3 that multitudes, renowned for learning and piety, issued 
forth from the school, as from the Trojan horse, and applied 
themselves to the blessed work of the Lord in the churches of 
the East. 

That the school was in high repute and exerted an extensive 
influence, is amply apparent from the manner in which the 
fathers everywhere speak of it, as well as from the frequency 
with which itjs mentioned. Eusebius calls it, the school of the 
faithful, rj raj? twjt(5v diarpipq, and didaoxaXe7ov raj? ifQwv 
Xoytav, the school of sacred science, " which (he adds) we are 
informed, is furnished with men who are very able scholars, and 
industrious in divine things." He also gives it a variety of 
other designations, as to rrjg naTtixfatW didaoxaMiov, rj tov 

1 Euseb. VI. 19. » Emeb. VL 15. 

3 Quoted by Guer. I. p. 107. 
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xartiiitr dictTQipj. _ Sozomen calls it xo Uqov didao*aX*~tov 
t»* iipwp (Aa&TitictTCJv. Jerome calls it ecclesiastica schola. 
Nicepborus, &eia duttQtfiij, Uqov didaoKctkuov, and Uqa Si&- 

It may not be out of place here to inquire, Why the school 
was denominated catechetical ? The answer to this query may 
give us some clue to the mode of teaching. 

I observe, then, that xaTtjx*'(o signifies to sound in the ears of 
any one, to give oral instruction. Hence, xari^Tifc, a cate- 
dnst, as the teachers of this school were severally called ; and 
hence, too, wxwijxtjosg, instruction, especially in the first ele- 
ments, and as delivered viva voce. With great propriety might 
the primeval schools among Christians for the instruction of con- 
verts and children in the first elements of sacred knowledge, be 
denominated catechetical schools, the instruction being doubtless 
chiefly oral. Such was originally the school at Alexandria, as 
we have already seen. Now, as it appears to have changed its 
character gradually, it might very naturally retain its primitive 
designation ; especially if we suppose the oral mode of teaching, 
which is particularly indicated by the term, to have been still 
continued. And this supposition is by no means an improbable 
one, as we have no evidence of a change in this particular. 

We may then, without violence to existing evidence, imagine 
these venerable teachers, seated in the midst of their pupils 
" from morning to evening" as they thronged around them in 
successive classes, 9 and thus giving instruction, not in stiff and 
formal lectures coldly read from a mauuscript, but with all the 
life and delight and ample illustrations of familiar conversation. 
And if so, what modern lecturer would not envy them their sta- 
tion ? and what pupil would not crave a seat in this assemblage 
of ancient and paternal simplicity ? 

We come now to a still more important inquiry. 

By whom was the School taught 9 

Who were these christian sages, that thus spent their lives in 
training preachers of the gospel ? Some answer to this question 

1 Euaeb. V. 10. VI. & Sozo. III. 15. Hieron. Catal. c. 38. 
Nieeph. IV. 32. 
* Eoseb. VI. 15. 
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is indispensable to the completeness of our plan ; but the an- 
swer shall be as brief as the nature of the ease will admit. Af- 
ter a notice of the lives of the catechists, we shall proceed to 
consider the doctrines which they taught. 

And here, at the outset, for the sake of perspicuity, I will pre- 
sent the tabular view of these teachers, as drawn up by Guerike, 
with some trifling variations in the notation. 



Tabular View of the Catechists. 



Years. 

160*— 181* 
181*— 190* 
190*— 203* 
203 

203—206* 
206*— 211* 
211*— 213* 
213* 

213*— 232 
232 

233—265* 
265*— 280* 
280*— 282* 
282*— 290* 
290* 

290*— 295* 
296*— 312 
313—320* 
320*— 330* 
330*— 340* 
340*— 390* 
390—395 
395 



Principals. 


Assistants. 


Atbenagorasf 




Pantaenus 




Pantaenus 


Clement 


Pantaenus. Clement 




Origen 




Pantaenus. Clement. 


Origen 


Clement 


Origen 


Origen 




Origen 


Heraclas 


Heraclas 




Dionysius 




Pierius* 




Pierius* 


Acbillasj- 
Acbillasf 


Theognostus* 


Theognostus* 




Serapionf 




Peter Martyr* 




Arius* 




Macariusf 




Didymus 




Didymus 


Rhodo* 


Rhodo* 





# This sign denotes probability as regards the dates and the per- 
sons to which it is affixed. Parts of years could not be conveniently 
noted with accuracy in this table. 

f The cross denotes doubt. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Athenagoras. 25 

Athenagoras. 

Though placed at the head of this catalogue, very little 
is known of his history; and it remains a doubtful question 
whether he was ever a teacher in this school. None of the 
more early fathers either assert or deny the fact. Philip Side- 
tes, a loose but learned and voluminous writer of "Christian His- 
tory," l and who flourished in the time of Theodosius the Great, 
is the only author who mentions Athenagoras as one who pre- 
sided over this school. This historian, though not worthy of 
much credit, may perhaps be believed in this particular, as he 
was himself a pupil of one of the Alexandrian catechists, and as 
he could have no perceivable motive to falsify in this particular. 2 
He asserts, that "Athenagoras was the first who presided over 
the school in Alexandria." Guerike (in the passages above 
referred to) has clearly shown, that this assertion cannot be re- 
futed, though some passages from the fathers, imperfectly un- 
derstood, have been adduced to prove Pantaenus to have been 
the founder. The probability, as may be inferred from what I 
have before stated, is, that neither was, in the strict sense of the 
term, the founder of the school ; but that it had been in exist- 
ence, in its inferior character as a school for catechumens^ per- 
haps even from the days of St. Mark. Under Athenagoras, it 
may have begun to assume the higher character of a theological 
seminary, which it afterwards more fully acquired under Pantae- 
nus. Hence Pantaenus, being the first teacher of any great 
celebrity, is frequently mentioned ; while none but Philip takes 
any notice of Athenagoras in this capacity. 

Mosheim and the great majority of writers on the subject, 
espouse the opinion, that Athenagoras was one of the catechists 
in this school. Supposing him to have had the charge of the 
school, it still remains a question, when and how long he pre- 
sided. Philip speaks of him as having flourished under the 
reigns of Adrian and Antoninus Pius ; but Mosheim proves that 
it must have been at a later period, from the fact that his apolo- 
gy was composed in the time of Aurelius. Guerike, 3 therefore, 
with the highest degree of probability, places the period in the 
latter half of the second century, from about the year l60to 
181. 

» See Socrates, VII. 27. a See Guer. P. I. pp. 4. 19. 

3 P. I. p. 22. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 4 
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A few words as to what we know of his genera] history. 

From the title prefixed to his apology, we may infer that he 
was born at Athens. He styles it " An Apology for Christians, 
by Athenagoras, an Athenian, a philosopher, and a Christian." 
That he was a converted Gentile, is apparent from the following 
interesting incident recorded by Philip. " Being earnestly en- 
gaged to write for Celsus against the Christians, and reading the 
Sacred Scriptures that he might more completely refute them, 
he was so affected by the Holy Spirit, that instead of a perse- 
cutor, he became, like the great apostle Paul, a teacher of the 
faith which he had persecuted." 1 But where, or at what pe- 
riod of his life this took place, is not so apparent. 

It would seem that he removed from Athens and went to 
Alexandria, where he taught the Platonic philosophy ; and this, 
as is quite possible, in connexion with teaching Christianity ; for 
he seemed still fond of styling himself " a philosopher" at the 
time of writing his apology, and doubtless continued, like many 
other converted philosophers, to wear their cloak as a distinc- 
tive badge. 

The period of his death is alike uncertain with that of bis birth. 
Perhaps it was at the time when Pantaenus took charge of the 
school, viz. A. D. 181. 

Two small works of his remain to the present time, which are 
highly spoken of by Mosheim and others as evincing superior 
talent in composition, great learning, and a strong predilection 
for philosophy. 2 In bis apology, already named, it is remark- 
able that he adduces passages from the Old Testament, but 
none from the New. He here defends the Christians from the 
charges of incest, of atheism, and of eating the flesh of mur- 
dered children ; accusations so frequently, so cruelly, and yet 
so absurdly brought against them. In his work " On the Resur- 
rection of the Dead," he argues wholly on principles of reason, 
to the neglect of the Scriptures, as bis object was to meet the 
objections of philosophers. In this point, he is followed in But- 
ler's incomparable work on the analogy between natural and re- 
vealed religion. 

The effect of so early and so striking an example in favor of 
a taste for philosophy in the school, may well be considered as 

1 Guer. P. I. p. 22. ~"~~~ ~~~ — 

3 Mosheim, Ecc. Hist Cent II. Part II. c.3.5. 
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great and permanent, especially when we consider the beauty 
aod power of his compositions, which continued to be read when 
his living voice bad become silent in death. 
We pass now to some notice of his successor, 

Pantaenus. 

Here, too, our knowledge is scanty as to many of the circum- 
stances of the life of this distinguished teacher. When or where 
be was born, we know not. Philip Sidetes assigns Athens as 
his birth place. But as his pupil and successor, Clement of 
Alexandria, calls him a " Sicilian bee," many have been led to 
conclude that be was born in the island of Sicily. This appel- 
lation, however, may have been given him by bis admiring pupil 
merely as indicative of his diligence or the excellence of his 
productions, as Sicily was proverbial for its " Hyblaean" honey. 
Pbotius speaks of him as " a disciple of those who had seen the 
apostles." According to Eusebius, " he was bred up in the 
precepts and institutions of the Stoics." l To this philosophy 
he continued to be much attached ; and Cave, in his life of this 
father, observes, that he might well be fond of it, as the Stoics 
resembled the Christians in their moral principles much more 
than did any other sect of philosophers ; for " they held, that 
nothing was good but what was just and pious, and that nothing 
was evil but what was vicious and dishonest; and that a bad 
man could never be happy, nor a good man miserable ;" and 
that God's providence is universal, and he is to be adored by all. 

It is manifest from the brief notice of Eusebius, 9 that Pantae- 
nus took charge of the school in the beginning of the reign of 
Coromodus, about A. D. 181. Here he probably continued in 
a regular course of teaching till A. D. 203, when himself and 
Clement, (who had become his assistant in A. D. 190,) were 
compelled to flee from the persecution under Severus ; but in 
A. D. 206, he is supposed to have returned, and to have had 
the nominal, if not the active charge of the seminary, in con- 
nexion with Clement and Origen,till A. D. 211, about which 
time he died at a very advanced age. 

At some time during his life, he appears to have performed a 
sort of mission among, the people of India. Concerning this 
sacred expedition, three questions of some interest remain still 

1 Euseb. V. 10. * Euscb. V. 9. 10. 
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undecided, viz. Where did he go ? When? And at whose in- 
stigation ? To each of these inquiries we will devote a mo- 
ment's attention. ' But to do this to the best advantage, it may 
be well first to repeat the short notice which Eusebius has left 
us of this tour. I give it in the old translation of 1 692. After 
speaking of Pantaenus as most eminent for bis learning among 
those attached to the school of the faithful at Alexandria, Euse- 
bius adds : " Moreover, 'tis said, he showed so great a willingness 
of mind and ardency of affection towards the publication of the * 
divine word, he was declared the preacher of Christ's gospel to 
the nations of the East, and journeyed as far as India. For 
there were many evangelical preachers of the word even at that 
time, who, inflamed with a divine zeal, in imitation of the apos- 
tles, contributed their assistance to the enlargement of the divine 
word, and the building men up in the faith. Of which number 
Pantaenus was one, and is reported to have gone to the Indians. 
Where, as 'tis famed, he found the gospel according to Matthew, 
among some that had the knowledge of Christ there before his 
arrival; to whom Bartholomew, one of the Apostles, bad 

E reached, and left them the gospel of St. Matthew written in 
[ebrew ; which was preserved to the foresaid times. Moreover, 
this Pantaenus, after many excellent performances, was at last 
made governor of the school at Alexandria ; where, by his dis- 
courses and writings, be set forth to public view the treasures of 
the divine points." 1 

We now proceed to inquire, in the first place, who were these 
Indians to whom Pantaenus went ? Cave remarks, that men of 
no inconsiderable note have supposed them a colony from that 
part of India lying about the river Indus, who early removed 
and settled in Ethiopia ; and in proof of the existence of such a 
colony, Eusebius and Philostratus are cited, the latter of whom 
calls the Ethiopians a colony of Indians, and an Indian genera- 
tion. 9 

But to this supposition it appears a sufficient objection, that 
Eusebius speaks of Pantaenus as having gone to the East, not 
to the Sovthj and having gone as far as India. 

Another opinion, and one for which the authority of Jerome is 
cited, is, that they were what we should now understand by the 
people of India. There appears, however, to be no necessity for 
supposing this father to have taken so long a journey ; but, on the 

i Ecc. Hist. V. 10. * See Cavo, Patres Apostolici, p. 189. 
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contrary, there is a considerable degree of probability in the 
supposition, that he did not in fact go so far. For the name 
Indians was often given by the Greeks to the Arabians, Persians, 
and other nations in the Eist ; l and the fact that he found the 
gospel of Matthew among this people in Hebrew, left by Bar- 
tholomew, induces us to believe that the country was Arabia 
Felix, where that apostle is supposed to have labored, and 
where many Jews are known to have resided, who would of 
course be the sort of people to have the gospel in Hebrew, or 
in the Hebrew character, as tbaj may be all which is meant by 
the expression. We may then, on the whole, conclude that 
this celebrated mission of Pantaenus was to some part of Arabia. 

We now pass to inquire for the time of this mission. Cave 
and others suppose it to have been about ten years after the 
commencement of his office in the school. But as there is no 
notice of his leaving the school at this time, and as it is not prob- 
able that he would leave so important a station for such a pur- 
pose, we more rationally conclude, with Guerike, that this mis- 
sion was performed before entering on his catechetical office. 
And with this position agrees the above cited account of the 
transaction as given by Eusebius. 

It remains to inquire, at whose instigation the mission was un- 
dertaken. The account from Eusebius would lead us to believe 
it a benevolent project, originating in the ardent and devout 
mind of Pantaenus himself, and in accordance with the mission- 
ary spirit of his age. But Jerome speaks of his being sent by 
the bishop of Alexandria, at the solicitation of certain ambassa- 
dors from among the Indians. Both, however, may be true, as 
he may have formed this purpose first in his own mind, and sub- 
sequently such a request may have been made to the bishop 
from that people, to send them a man to teach them the way of 
God more perfectly, of which, as it would seem, they already 
bad some knowledge. As to the degree of success "attendant on 
this mission, we are not particularly informed. 

Soon after his return, he most probably entered on the work 
of theological instruction ; and doubtless much better prepared 
for infusing a practical and missionary spirit into bis pupils, than 
he could have been by a merely sedentary and speculative life. 

He is uniformly spoken of as a man of uncommon powers 
and acquisitions, and in language comporting with that already 

1 See note to Mosheim's Ecc. Hist. I. p. 130. 
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quoted from Eusebius. Mosheim supposes him to have been 
the first who composed explanations of the sacred volume. 1 
None of his works are now extant, and he is thought to have 
given most of his instruction viva voce. That he profited 
greatly by his knowledge of profane literature, is asserted by 
Origen, his great coadjutor and one of bis successors. 

His immediate successor, however, was Clement, his former 
pupil and prime associate. 

Clement or Alexandria. 

This distinguished man is styled sometimes an Athenian and 
sometimes an Alexandrian, and both perhaps truly ; as we may 
well suppose, with Cave, 9 that Athens was his birth place, while 
Alexandria was the chief theatre of bis labors. He was origi- 
nally a pagan philosopher, and travelled in quest of knowledge in 
Greece, Calabria, Palestine, and Egypt; and listened, as he informs 
us, to various teachers. One of his teachers was a Jew by 
birth ; several were from the East ; but the last and best of all 
whom be found, was the revered Pantaenus with whom he set- 
tled down in contentment. He speaks of these his christian 
preceptors generally in terms of high commendation, as " bless- 
ed and truly worthy and memorable persons, — preserving the 
sincere tradition of the blessed doctrine which they had imme- 
diately received from the holy apostles, Peter^ James, John, 
and Paul." 3 We may well suppose that during his travels, he 
also listened to the heathen philosophers of note who came in 
his way, though the fact is not expressly noted. 

Whether he was converted before be reached Alexandria, does 
not appear ; but we should naturally consider him as at least very 
favorably disposed towards* the christian teachers, from the 
fact of his having listened to so many of them, and from his 
"carefully seeking out Pantaenus in Egypt," instead of casually 
meeting him. This, it is indeed possible, he may have done 
merely as a philosopher of the truly eclectic cast, for such he 
was in an eminent degree, as his writings and declarations as- 
sure us. In the spirit of this'sect, then so flourishing, he might 

1 Ecc. Hist I. p. 153. 

* See his Life of Clem. Alex. p. 194. 

* Clem. Strom, lib. I. Euseb. V. II. 
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seek out every teacher of note, with the hope to glean something 
of troth from his lips. " I espoused," says he, "not this or that 
philosophy, not the stoic, nor the platonic, nor the epicurean or 
that of Aristotle ; hut whatever any of these sects had said that 
was 6t and just, that taught righteousness with a divine and re- 
ligious knowledge, all that being selected, I call philosophy" 1 
Skill, however, as Cave remarks, be seemed to lean chiefly to 
the stoics, and like them was extremely fond of paradoxes, as 
austere philosophers have generally been to the present day. 

But whether it was before or after his bearing Pantaenus, 
that be embraced the doctrines of Christianity as a predomi- 
nant part in his medley of philosophy, it might have been well 
for the church, as Milner suggests, 3 had neither he nor any of 
his brethren embraced any other philosophy than what is found 
in the word of God. 

He undoubtedly united himself to the church in Alexandria, 
and there became a presbyter, but at what time, is uncertain. 
He is supposed to have commenced the office of teaching in the 
christian school, as an assistant to Pantaenus, about 190. Eu- 
sebius informs us that he succeeded Pantaenus as master of the 
school ; and that Origen, while a boy, was one of his scholars. 3 
This declaration, while it contributes to fix the time, goes also 
to show us that he acted at first as an assistant only ; for Pantae- 
nus did not give up the school till after the period of boyhood 
was past with Origen. Cave supposes, indeed, that Clement 
had the entire but temporary charge of the school at this early 
period, while Pantaenus was absent on his Indian mission ; but 
this is a mere supposition, for we have already seen that there is 
no proof of the school being thus left for a while by its principal ; 
and that Pantaenus probably accomplished this mission before 
he took charge of the school at all. Guerike has fully shown, 4 
that nothing appears to invalidate the position he maintains, viz. 
that Clement continued in the simple capacity of usher from 
A. D. 190 to 203. At this latter period, both Pantaenus and 
himself fled for a while to Palestine, and left the school in the 
hands of Origen. The occasion of their flight, as before stated, 
was the persecution under Severus. He is supposed to have 
returned to Alexandria with Pantaenus A. D. 206, after an ab- 
seoce of three years ; but this cannot be known for certainty, as 

1 Strom. I. Cave, p. 195. 9 Milner^ Ch. Hist 

3 Euseb. VI. 6. « P. I. p. 31 aeq. 
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none of the fathers directly assert that he returned at all. Still 
there can be no doubt of his return at some time previous to 
A. D. 211, as he is known to have succeeded Pantaenus as 
principal of the school about this time. In this high office, Gue- 
rike supposes him to have continued about two years, and to 
have died A.D. 213. This opinion is founded on the fact, that 
Eusebius mentions Origen at that time as being oppressed with 
the overwhelming labors of the school, and as therefore appoint- 
ing Heraclas to be his assistant. Were Clement then acting at 
the head of the school, the appointment of an assistant should 
have come from him, if indeed a further assistant besides Origen 
had been needed. 1 Others, however, as Cave and Schrbckh, 
suppose him to have lived till A. D. 220. 

His works were numerous and important. Some of them 
are lost. The most valuable of what remain, are the three fol- 
lowing, which I will mention in the order in which he designed 
them to be studied in the progressof an individual from heathen- 
ism to the deepest knowledge of christian doctrine. The 6rst 
is his Aoyog IlQOiQtniixog, or " Exhortation" to the Greeks. 
The object of this work is to persuade pagans to become Chris- 
tians. For this purpose he shows the absurdities of polytheism, 
and the truth and excellence of Christianity. — In the next work, 
he takes the recent convert from paganism and gives him such 
instruction as he deems needful in the case — milk, and not 
strong meat, as he is yet a babe in Christ. This work is ac- 
cordingly denominated Padagogus. It is designed to supply 
the place of a spiritual pedagogue, or instructor to such as are 
children in christian knowledge. — The last of his three principal 
works, is called -Tr^o^ara, which we should render Miscella- 
nies. JSiQoifta signifies, literally, a coverlet of various colors, 
and, in the figurative sense, and plural number, it very aptly 
designates the parti-colored patchwork which is here put to- 
gether. Clement himself compares it, not to a garden regularly 
laid out and arranged, but to a thick and shady mountain, covered 
with all kindsof trees, great and small, without order or similarity. 9 
He mingled together scriptural truth and heathen philosophy, 
and passed from one subject to another in this work as bis 
thoughts happened to flow. It is designed for what he would 
call a christian Gnostic, in a good sense ; a full grown man 
who could digest strong meat. This last work is very frequent- 
ly quoted by both ancient and modern writers. 

1 Euseb. VI. 15. Guer. I. p. 35. 9 B. VII. at the close. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Origen. S3 

Clement is regarded as a roan of vast learning, and of real 
piety ; but as most unhappily devoted to metaphysical speculation 
and heathen philosophy. He went so far as even to consider such 
philosophy a good preparation of the mind for the seed of di- 
vine truth 1 — a most baleful principle indeed for one who was to 
teach christian theology, and to give tone to a christian semi- 
nary. With but one exception, he is said to have been more 
devoted to philosophic speculation than any other of the chris- 
tian fathers. With his great learning and his philosophic fame, 
and in this early stage of the school, it becomes a matter of in- 
tense interest to mark, as we may be able, his probable influence 
on his pupils and his successors in office. For this purpose, the 
chief resource that remains for us, is the known character of 
these successors and a few of his pupils, and the general cur- 
rent of theological thought in the ages that immediately followed. 
Our present business, however, is more directly with'his suc- 
cessors in office in the Alexandrian school. And whom do we 
oext see there ? 

Origen. 

This famous personage had been first the pupil of Clement, 
while only a boy. Afterwards, as we have seen, he was the fel- 
low-laborer of that catechist, in the work of teaching ; and final- 
ly, bis successor. We must also regard him as standing in the 
same relations essentially to the philosophizing Pantaenus. I 
have said above, that Clement was surpassed but by a single man 
among the fathers in a fondness for philosophic speculation in 
matters of religion. That individual was Origen, 9 the very in- 
dividual whom we should expect to go beyond him, according 
to the current of the human mind, provided bis abilities should 
prove adequate to the task of surpassing his master in this be- 
guiling progress. 

Let us now attend to some account of this extraordinary man. 
Thejfacts on record are much more numerous than in the two 
former cases ; and as most of these facts are not only interest- 
ing and instructive in themselves, but serve to cast light on the 
state of the school and the age, I must be allowed some space 
in order to present them. 

1 See Guer. P. I. p. 105. 

* Note to Mofbeim's Ecc. Hist. Vol. I. p. 148. 

Vol. IV. No. W. 5 
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Origen was bora about the year 185, of christian parents, 
whose stated residence was at Alexandria, and who appear to have 
been respectable, and perhaps wealthy. At the time of his^birth, 
it is generally supposed that they had retired to a mountainous 
region for a while to escape persecution, and that being born 
there they gave him the significant name of Origen, from the 
Greek, tv oQtt, ftptj&iie. 

His father, Leonidas, very assiduously taught him the elements 
of both sacred and profane learning, while a child, and so de- 
sirous was he especially to imbue his son's mind with sacred 
knowledge, that he caused him daily to commit to memory and 
repeat some portion of Scripture. Nor was the son less eager 
in the pursuit; for in addition to a knowledge of the language of 
Scripture, he was intent, like a genuine lover of learning, to 
decipher its full import. Accordingly he would often so urge 
bis father for explanations of the deep meaning of the sacred 
language, that his father found it needful to repress his curiosity 
by telling him to be content with the plain meaning, and not 
search for what was above his years. Still, as Eusebius re- 
marks, Leonidas greatly rejoiced in this forwardness, " and gave 
thanks to God for making him the father of such a son ; and 
would often stand by the child while asleep, and, laying his 
breast bare, would kiss it with reverence, as if the sacred spirit 
of God had been enshrined in it." Thus early did Origen dis- 
play the buddings of his mighty genius, and also that peculiar 
bent of his mind which gave character to his investigations 
through life, viz. a propensity, a passion even, to seek for recon- 
dite meanings. The like, in both of these respects, has often 
been remarked in the childhood of distinguished men. 

But with Origen, there was something still more important 
than a mere love of knowledge. He soon evinced that his 
bosom glowed with an equal zeal for the practice of the truths 
he had learnt from the sacred pages. This was exhibited in 
the intense interest he showed in the cause of Christianity, at 
the time of the persecution under Severus, A. D. 202, which 
raged through all the churches, but fell with most tremendous 
devastation on the church at Alexandria, where many of the 
most distinguished Christians from other parts were brought to 
suffer martyrdom in this conspicuous city. So great was his 
love for these martyrs, and his zeal even for martyrdom itself, 
that he often came forward and exposed himself to the savage 
multitude, in order to minister to these holy men ; and in several 
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instances, now and subsequently, he well nigh lost his life. His 
mother interposed her entreaties in vain, that he would desist 
from this voluntary exposure ; and she was finally compelled to 
hide all his clothes, and thus to keep him from going abroad. 
When this was done, and bearing that his own father was now 
apprehended, be wrote a most persuasive letter, exhorting him 
to remain firm to his purpose, and not shrink from death through 
any care be might feel for the family, who would thus be be- 
reaved. Leon id as remained firm, and was beheaded ; and Ori- 
gen with his mother and younger brothers, six in all, were left 
destitute of protection, and of property too, as the estate was 
confiscated. 

Id this forlorn condition, he found a friend and patron in a 
rich lady who supported him for a while, in company with a 
certain heretic whom she bad adopted as her son. This man, 
it seems, was in high repute at Alexandria for his learning and 
eloquence, and was listened to by multitudes of sound Christians 
as well as others. But Origen, though thus associated with him 
under the same roof, would have no communion with him in 
prayer, notwithstanding the risk of thus displeasing their mutual 
friend and patroness. 

Having obtained some skill in grammar and Greek learning, 
be soon supported himself by teaching ; and not long after, was 
put in charge of the catechetical school, now become vacant, 
(A.D. 203,) at the early age of seventeen. Soon finding that 
be could not attend to the teaching of both his former scholars 
and the new charge assigned him, be dismissed his grammar 
school, and devoted himself, with almost incredible assiduity, to 
bis catecbetic vocation. No labor and no self-denial were too 
great for him. He hardened himself, by sleeping on the ground 
instead of a bed ; wore no shoes ; dressed himself in the plainest 
manner ; and lived on the moat scanty and simple fare. And 
even for these, be would not be beholden to his friends nor bis 
scholars, but sold his books and lived on the proceeds at the rate 
of four oboliy (about seven cents,) a day. 

His love and zeal for the martyrs remained still unabated, 
and he continued to visit, exhort, and comfort them. From the 
position be now so fearlessly occupied alone at the head of the 
christian seminary, ( his superiors having fled,) and from the sup- 
port he still afforded to the martyrs, how manifest are his cour- 
age, bis constancy, and his devotion to the sacred cause. Here 
was a signal instance of that faith which shone preeminently as 
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the cardinal grace of the early Christians. To him was applied, 
according to Eusebius, the common saying, " As was his doc- 
trine, such was his manner of life ; and as his life, such was his 
doctrine." As he inculcated temperance, frugality, selfdenial, 
diligence, and a readiness to suffer martyrdom ; so be exhibited 
all these graces, if possible, even to excess. Several of his 
scholars, both male and female, evinced on the spot the deep 
root which his instructions took in their hearts, by manfully suf- 
fering death. Some were beheaded and others burnt. Euse- 
bius mentions six of these cases, some of .whom were just learn- 
ing the rudiments of Christianity. While accompanying one of 
them, by the name of Plutarch, till his last hour, he again very 
narrowly escaped destruction at the hands of the mob, who 
charged him with being the occasion of the death of their fellow- 
citizen. Regarding him as the ringleader in the cause, and his^ 
school as the fountain of this hated doctrine, they often sur- 
rounded his house, and thus compelled him to remove with his 
school from one house to another, to escape their violence. 
Still he was thronged with pupils; and proselytes were multi- 
plied. 

From the above notices, it is plain that he taught all who re- 
sorted to him for sacred knowledge, and did not confine himself 
merely to theological students. We have hence a further proof 
of his genuine and ardent zeal in the holy cause. 1 

To this trying period, are generally referred the facts men- 
tioned in a passage by Epiphanius, 9 as cited by Cave and Gue- 
rike,where it is said, that he was dragged up and down the city, 
reviled and reproached, and treated with insolent scorn and fury. 
Once after they had shaved his head, (in the manner of an Egyp- 
tian priest,) the Greeks placed him on the steps of the temple 
of Sera pis, and commanded him to give branches of palm trees 
to such as went up to worship the* idol, as was the custom of the 
priests. But he, taking the branches, with a bold and unhesi- 
tating mind, cried aloud, " Come, take the branch, not of the 
idol, but of Christ." 

If they in fact carried their abuse to this pitch, and then re- 
ceived from him such a refusal of compliance, and such a bold 
and public insult to their god, it seems strange that they did not 
dispatch him at once ; and hence some have doubted the facts. 

1 See Euseb. VI. 1—4. 

a Ep. Haer. LXIV. 1. Guer. I. p. 46. 
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Bat perhaps his talents and learning commanded such respect 
among the philosophers ; and. his sanctity, among a great por- 
tion of the people, that it was not deemed prudent to put him to 
death. His very courage, too, may have inspired them with 
awe. 

He shrunk from no danger or suffering or self-denial {that 
appeared to him to lie in the path of duty. In addition to the 
facts already mentioned in support of this position, he gave a 
signal proof of the same thing, by literally following bis too lit- 
eral interpretation of the language in Matt. 19: 12, where Christ 
speaks ot " some who made themselves eunuchs for the king- 
dom of heaven's sake." This is called " his bold act." It is 
suggested that be had prudential reasons at this time for com- 
plying with the supposed direction, viz. that he might avert the 
calumny as well as avoid the temptations arising from his in- 
tercourse with female pupils. It is rather singular, that a mind 
so prone to figurative interpretation, should here adopt the lit- 
eral sense. We have, however, to remark, that he subsequent- 
ly in his commentaries gave a different and quite a figurative 
interpretation to the passage ; and possibly this signal mistake 
of his youth, may have operated as a powerful cause in subsequent 
life, to impel his native propensity to allegory to overleap all 
rational boundaries. 

From these prompt and thorough acts of self-denial, we see 
the ardent temperament of the man, his readiness to obey the 
severest dictates of conscience, and perhaps we may add, with 
Milner, bis propensity to self-righteousness. 

His diligence like that of every true scholar, was as signal as 
his spirit of self-denial. While he abstained from wine and all 
delicacies, and fasted much, slept on the ground and wore no 
shoes, nor would have " two coats," he also spent a great part 
of the night in the assiduous study of the Scriptures. By these 
means, he commanded the respect of both the learned and the 
unlearned in an age and country where such a mode of life was 
held in the highest repute, both by Christians and heathen : and 
thus, in connection with his public and private instruction, he 
made a multitude of converts from all ranks of pagans. 

About the year 21 1, or a little after, he went to Rome to vis- 
it the ancient church there ; but soon returned. Applying him- 
self with fresh vigor to his school and to the study and explana- 
tion of the Scriptures, he found his burdens too great, and 
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therefore appointed Heraclas as his assistant, to take charge of 
the inferior portion of his scholars, perhaps in A. D. 213. 

About this time, be learnt Hebrew ; and made the celebrat- 
ed collection of the original and the translations of the Old 
Testament, which he called Hexapla. 1 It consisted of the He- 
brew text, the translations of the LXX, of Aquila, Symmacbus, 
Theodotion, and two others whose names were unknown and 
which were found " in obscure corners." These he divided in- 
to verses and arranged, side by side, in distinct columns, for the 
Eurpose of comparison. This is the first polyglot of which we 
ave any notice, and must have been of great use to his school 
in exciting and facilitating their study of the Old Testament. 
Perhaps, too, it served to increase the propensity already ap- 
parent, to a disproportionate attention to the Old Testament 
compared with the New. 

Not far from this period, he seems to have been very suc- 
cessful in converting heretics and others, as appears from a pas- 
sage in Eusebius. As this short chapter of the ancient histo- 
rian is replete with information, I will give it entire. 9 "At this 
time, Ambrose, who favored the Valentinian heresy, being con- 
vinced by the truth preached by Origen, and having his mind 
cleared as it were with light, assents to the doctrine of the ortho- 
dox faith of the church. And Origen's fame being noised 
abroad every where, several men of great learning flocked to 
him, intending to make trial of this man's sufficiency in the 
Scriptures. Also infinite multitudes of heretics, and not a few 
philosophers, and those the most famous, gave diligent atten- 
tion to him, almost like scholars learning from him, besides di- 
vinity, those things which appertain to external philosophy ; for 
he initiated those, whom be perceived to have acute parts, in 
philosophical learning ; teaching them geometry and arithmetic 
and the other previous sciences : also guiding them into the 
knowledge of the various sects among philosophers; explaining 
the writings that are among them, and commenting on and 
searching into all things. So that even among the Gentiles, 
this man was openly declared to be a great philosopher. He 
also incited many of meaner capacities to the study of the lib- 
eral sciences : telling them that from hence would accrue to 

1 Euseb. VI. 16. * B. VI. c 18. 
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them no small fitness and preparation for the contemplation of 
the divine Scriptures : for which reason he esteemed the study 
of secular and philosophical literature most necessary for him- 
self." In the next chapter, Eusebius goes on to speak of the 
great fame of Origen among the heathen philosophers of the 
age, and affirms that some dedicated their books to him and 
sought bis criticisms on their works. Here, too, he adduces 
what Porphyry says of Origen ; and among other things, bis 
affirmation, tbat Origen, whom he saw in bis youtb, was a hearer 
of Ammonias Saccas, and profited much in philosophy from his 
master. It appears from Jerome, 1 that Origen made himself 
acquainted with all the sects of philpsphers, with geometry, mu- 
sic, rhetoric, etc. that he might allure crowds about him to 
whom be might teach the christian faith in connexion with these 
studies. The motive was certainly good, and the plan it would 
seem, successful. 

In more respects than one, it was much to the benefit of Ori- 
gen, that be succeed in converting from heresy the above named 
Ambrose, whom tbe reader will not confound with St. Ambrose, 
the bishop of Milan, and who lived in the fourth century. Be- 
ing a wealthy citizen of Alexandria and a devoted friend to 
learning and to Origen, Ambrose did much to excite and to aid 
him in writing commentaries and other works. Eusebius thus 
speaks of his aid. " About this time Origen began to write 
commentaries on the Scriptures, Ambrose chiefly inciting him 
to it by innumerable instigations, not with supplications and bare 
words only, but also with most plentiful supplies of all things 
necessary ; for there were always by him when he dictated, 
more than seven amanuenses which changed courses with each 
other. Neither was there a less number to take these notes 
and write them out in a fair hand, together with girls who 
bad been instructed to write neatly and handsomely. All these 
Ambrose liberally supported. And indeed he conveyed into 
Origen an unspeakable alacrity in his study and labor about the 
divine oracles," conversing with him upon them at their meals, 
and in their walks. 3 It was Ambrose that also excited Origen 
to write his treatise against Celsus, as appears from Origen's 
preface to tbat work. 

About this time, is placed the short missionary visit to Ara- 
bia, which Origen undertook at the special request of the gov- 



1 Catal. c 54. * See Euseb. VI. 23. Cave, p. 221. 
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ernor of that country, as before noticed. The fact of his being 
expressly named by the governor of (Arabia as the person 
whom he wished the bishop to send to teach him the christian 
doctrine, is a striking proof of his wide-spread reputation at that 
rather early period of his public life. 

Soon after his return to Alexandria, he was compelled by the 
civil commotions that arose in Egypt, to flee to Palestine. 
This was probably at the time when Caracalla ravaged the 
city of Alexandria for the insult they had offered him, and 
which took place some time before the assassination of that tyrant 
in A. D. 217. Origen took up his abode in Caesarea, where, on 
the solicitation of the bishops in that region, he preached and 
publicly expounded the Scriptures, though not yet ordained 
a presbyter. This gave great offence to Demetrius, bishop of 
Alexandria, who wrote a letter of remonstrance to these bish- 
ops, complaining of it as an unheard-of thing, that a layman 
should preach in the presence of a bishop. To this, the bish- 
ops of Jerusalem and Caesarea replied by citing other instan- 
ces in which bishops had invited laymen to do the same, 
" when found competent to edify the brethren." 1 — From this it 
is manifest, that the practice of licensing fit candidates for the 
ministry to preach before ordination, is no modern invention. 
It should, however, be noted, that no precedent is here afforded 
for the preaching of those who are not thus approved as " com- 
petent" by men already in the sacred office. 

At the solicitation of Demetrius, Origen soon returned to the 
duties of his school. From this period, Eusebius is less minute 
in his account of this catechist. 

Under the reign of the excellent prince Alexander Severus, 
which commenced in A. D. 222, Mammaea, the pious mother 
of the emperor, then at Antioch, sent for Origen. He came, 
escorted by soldiers ordered for that purpose ; and having tar- 
ried for a while, and satisfied her great curiosity to see a man 
who had become so famous, and having imparted much instruc- 
tion, he returned. 9 How he bore this flattering compliment 
from the empress mother, or how faithful he was in employing 
to the best advantage this signal opportunity for doing good, 
which his fame and Divine Providence had thrown in his way, 
we know not. 

At a subsequent period, probably A. D. 228, he was called to 

1 Euaeb. VI. 19. 9 Eiweb. VI. 21. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Origen. 41 

withstand tbe heretics in Achaia. While passing through Pales- 
tine, he was ordained a presbyter by the same bishops who had 
invited him to preach at a former period, viz. Alexander of Je- 
rusalem and Theoctistus of Caesarea. This gave mortal offence 
to Demetrius, who considered himself as the only person who 
had a right to ordain a man that belonged to his own diocese j 
and thenceforward he became the implacable enemy and per- 
secutor of Origen. As a remarkable proof at once of his pas- 
sion and his inconsistency, it is proper here to notice the fact, 
that Demetrius now urged against Origen the very same " bold 
act" which himself had commended at the time of its perform- 
ance. Eusebius, with great appearance of justice, charges the 
opposition of Demetrius to the account of envy, as he does also 
the conduct of those who united with him to oppress Origen. 
Demetrius sent letters to most of the principal bishops, com- 
plaining of Origen and of the bishops who ordained him ; and 
succeeded for a while in turning the tide against him. He also 
called two councils, in quick succession, one of which banished 
Origen from tbe church of Alexandria, and the other deposed 
him from tbe office of presbyter. The bishop of Rome was 
also induced to call a council, which decided against Origen. 1 
Still, amid this rising of general opposition, many of the bishops 
of Palestine and the East, remained the 6rm defenders of the 
persecuted catechist. This may be accounted for, in part, from 
tbe fact, that no small number of these bishops bad been edu- 
cated in the same school, and were thus prepared to side with 
him in doctrine and action. 

We may rationally inquire, with some surprise, why such a 
man as Origen should not have been ordained in good season 
by his own bishop ? The true answer is doubtless to be sought 
in the corrupt source already mentioned, viz. the envy of the 
bishop. This we may suppose the only reason, unless we add 
a suspicion respecting the soundness of his doctrines, of which 
there seems at this time no adequate evidence. We may re- 
gard the interposition of the bishops of Palestine, in this office, as 
a proof either of their opposition to Demetrius in general, or of 
their candid opinion that Origen was unreasonably kept back 
from the sacred office. 

1 Euaeb. VI. 8. Cave, p. 224, Guer. I. p. 52. 
Vol. IV. No. 13. 6 
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Having already taken part with him in first permitting him to 
preach while a layman, and in subsequently ordaining him as 
presbyter, they were now prepared to afford him an asylum in 
the day of distress. Accordingly, on leaving the ungrateful 
city and the dominion of the proud bishop, he retired to Caesa- 
rea A. D. 232. The school was now left to the sole care of 
his assistant Heraclas. 

In a short time after this, however, Demetrius died ; and 
Heraclas, the friend and successor of Origen, was transferred 
from the school to the episcopal chair of Alexandria. Upon 
this change, the clerical persecution against Origen ceased ; and 
it would seem probable that he might have returned to the 
charge of his beloved school at Alexandria, had he been so dis- 
posed. Why be did not do this, we are left only to conjecture. 
Perhaps it would appear unseemly in his view and that of his 
friends, for him to bold a subordinate office under the new 
bishop, who, though his friend, was his inferior in talents, and 
had so recently been his pupil and his usher. There might also be 
still a degree of hostility towards Origen among a portion of the 
Egyptian clergy, who had so lately deposed him, which would 
mar his comfort and impede his usefulness. These considera- 
tions, in connexion with the profound respect and cordial wel- 
come with which be found himself greeted on his arrival in Pal- 
estine, might well induce him to prefer a residence in that sa- 
cred abode, where Christianity was first promulgated by the Sa- 
vior himself. 

But wherever he might be, it was not for him to remain inac- 
tive, or to refrain from the work of teaching students in divinity 
and reclaiming or confronting heretics. Accordingly we soon 
find him busy in a new school which he opened at Ccsarea. 
Here he continued his commentaries, and wrote his book on 
martyrdom, and other works. Great multitudes flocked around 
him, " myriads," as Eusebius expresses it, " not only of that 
country but from other regions, who left their homes to enjoy 
his instruction. Among the most celebrated of tbese, were 
Gregory Thaumaturgus and bis brother Atbenodorus, who spent 
five years in his school, and whom he persuaded to give up their 
former pursuit of profane literature for that of divinity. At the 
end of five years, these young men were judged to be qualified 
to take the charge of churches, which they did in Fontus. 
From the fact that these distinguished scholars, who were before 
acquainted with Greek and Roman literature, spent Jive years 
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under Origen, we may infer that he was in favor of a thorough 
course of study for those who were to preach the gospel, and 
oo friend to a superficial and scanty preparation. The bishop 
of Cesarea in Cappadocia, came and spent some time with him, 
and also invited him into bis diocese to instruct the churches. 
Eusebius also affirms, that the bishops of Jerusalem and Caesa- 
rea " were at all times attentive to him as if he had been their 
own master, and would suffer no one else to expound the Scrip- 
tures and to perform all other things pertaining to ecclesiastic 
doctrine." 1 

During his residence at Caesarea, he was frequently called 
abroad to meet heretics and to attend councils. At two differ- 
ent times, in the course of this period, he went into Arabia. 
On the first of these occasions, he went for the express purpose 
of reclaiming Baryllus, bishop of Bostria, who had fallen into 
the error of denying the divinity and the preexistence of Christ. 
He first confuted him, and then took the heretic by the hand 
and completely reclaimed him. In connexion with this story, 
Eusebius declares that there were innumerable accounts which 
had been handed down to his time, of the achievments of Ori- 
gen. 3 The other occasion on which he was sent for into Arabia, 
was when a council assembled there on account of a sect of ma- 
terialists, who had risen up and who affirmed that the soul per- 
ishes with the body, but will be resuscitated with the body at 
the resurrection. 3 Here he again managed so well as not only 
to confute, but also completely to reclaim the heretics on the spot. 
How admirable this ! From the frequent instances of such suc- 
cess which are recorded of Origen, and from the hint just cited 
from Eusebius of innumerable other instances of his achievments, 
as it would seem, of the same sort, are we not led to as great an 
admiration of his tact and his christian urbanity, as of his mas- 
terly powers aod consummate erudition? Happy would it have 
been for the church in succeeding ages, and down to the pres- 
ent day, had his example in this matter been as closely 
and extensively followed, as it was in the figurative and fanciful 
interpretation of those Scriptures which every where enjoin the 
same spirit of mingled zeal and love. He that kindly reclaims, 
while be soundly refutes, one heresiarch, performs a much better 
service to the church and to God, than the orthodox champion 

1 Euaeb. Ecc. Hist. VI. 26. 30. 28. 
* Euaeb. VI. 3a 37. 
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who refutes indeed a whole brood of the corrupt progeny, but 
instead of reclaiming, only makes them twofold more the sons 
of error by his needless severity. He is also the greater man ; 
for " he has ruled his own spirit," while he has also more effec- 
tually " taken the city." 

May I not also here hazard another remark on what appears 
as so rare a combination of ardor and suavity in this truly great 
man ? Was it not in part owing to this admirable trait, that his 
persecutors spared his life on so many occasions, when they 
slew others ihat had done far less for the promotion of that 
Christianity which they were seeking to exterminate f 

During this period, he also made a journey to Athens, where 
he staid for a while and pursued the composition of his works. 

Amid his other labors, he found time for writing many letters, 
of which Eusebius made a large collection in his time. Some 
of these were to distinguished persons, as the emperor Philip 
and his wife. 

During the persecution under the monster Maximin, he com- 
posed his work on martyrdom, and is said to have suffered 
much himself; and perhaps it was at this time, (A.D. 235,) that he 
remained for two years in retirement, supported by Juliana, a 
lady of distinction. Again, in the persecution under Decius, 
about A. D. 250, when advanced in age, he suffered still more 
severely. He was thrown into prison, chained, his legs cruelly 
distended in the stocks, and himself threatened with fire by his 
persecutors. Still, the governor commanded that he should not 
be killed ; and be probably survived, in an enfeebled state, for 
some time after. In this persecution, his old friend and sup- 
porter, Alexander of Jerusalem, perished in prison. 

As to the time and circumstances of the death of Origen, there 
is much dispute among the ancients as well as the moderns. 
He probably died at Tyre, at the age of 69, and in the year 254. 
His last years were spent in writing letters and doing good in 
other ways, as he found himself able amid the infirmities of age 
and the decrepitude occasioned by his sufferings in the recent 
persecution, and the unparalleled labors of bis eventful life. 

Thus lived and died one of the greatest moral prodigies 
of the human race. The estimate of his character and writings 
has been very different in different countries, and at different 
periods, and by different individuals. He is, however, univer- 

i Euseb. VI. 36. 28. 39. 
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sally regarded as one of the roost laborious and efficient and 
learned scholars that have appeared. He has also been highly 
revered for his conscientious regard to duty and his unflinching 
self denial and readiness to meet every danger. In view of the 
above characteristics, the ancients denominated him Adamantius, 
the man of adamant. 

He was early accused of a heretical tendency in his writings. It 
is said, however, that Athenasius, that able and thorough advocate 
of orthodoxy in the fourth century, complained of nothing in his 
writings except on the subject of future punishment, and that he 
quoted Origen as holding to what was subsequently expressed in 
tbeNicene creed on the subject of Christ's divinity. 1 Still, there is 
much in his writings which has been generally condemned, Snot 
only as hasty and rash in speculation, but as obviously false. 
His apologists, of whom he has always had a large number, 
allege that his writings have been greatly corrupted ; an evil . of 
which himself found occasion to complain from some heretics 
during his life time. It is also said, that some passages in which 
be states only the sentiments of those whom he is opposing, have 
been falsely understood as expressing his own views. It is to be 
remembered, too, that near the close of his life, while in Pales- 
tine, be permitted stenographers to take notes of his extempore 
discourses ; a and in these there may have been much misrep- 
resentation, as Whitefield since found to be the fact in his case. 
After all, there is no doubt of the sinister tendency of much that is 
found in his writings, as we may have some occasion to see in 
the second part of this treatise. The church were brought to 
brand him as a heretic in a subsequent age ; and the Greeks 
especially still regard him with abhorrence. One thing appears 
to be generally acknowledged, viz. that he every where shows a 
disposition to accommodate christian doctrines to heathen philos- 
ophy, and to make the difference appear as small as possible. 
This we must regard as a deplorable trait in a christian teacher, 
and peculiarly in one who was to form so extensively the teach- 
ers of religion in his own and subsequent ages. How much of 
that tide of speculative heathenism, which actually though cov- 
ertly came in upon the church, is to be laid to his charge as the 
occasion, we know not. Still we may suppose that he consid- 
ered this accommodating spirit as the best and the kindest way 
of making proselytes from among the heathen philosophers. 

1 Cave, p. 237. * Euseb. VI. 36. 
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But we must remember, in mitigation of our censure, that he 
could not then have the monitory benefit that has since accrued 
from the baleful experience of the church, resulting from an er- 
roneous system of first aiming at only half-way conversions 
from heathenism or open sin, in the fallacious hope that such 
converts would afterwards become more perfect. Into this er- 
ror Origen doubtless fell ; and falling, contributed prodigiously 
to swell the desolating tide that overwhelmed the church in vir- 
tual heathenism for a thousand years. The lesson which the 
evangelical church now derives on this subject of thorough con- 
versions, is among the very best we can gain from that millennium 
of darkness and corruption. The same baleful principle in its 
final results, may have influenced Origen in regard to heretics. 
While so successful in reclaiming these wanderers, his success 
and the suavity of his feelings may have led him to impart a 
coloring to many of his exhibitions of doctrine, for the purpose 
of conciliation, which proved very unwise in the more general 
results to his own character and usefulness, and to the good of 
the church. 

As to the charge of real heresy, one further item of apology 
is made for him by his friends, viz. that many things which are 
adduced against him from his writings, are things which he only 
stated for consideration, and not as articles of his settled belief; 
and that he retracted, in the latter part of his life, many senti- 
ments which he had avowed at an earlier period. 

His works were almost incredibly numerous. Epiphanius 
says, they were estimated at no less than 6,000 volumes. This, 
however, would doubtless include each letter and little tract or 
sermon, as a distinct volume or roll. Still, the number was re- 
garded by many of the ancients, as greatly overrated by Epi- 
phanius ; but many were ready to admit that Origen had writ- 
ten too much for one man to read. We are here to remember 
the story of the seven amanuenses whom be kept at work, and 
that he wrote in a diffuse style, though in many respects a good 
one. It is said that he commented on all parts of the Bible, 
except the Apocalypse. His writings were generally filled with 
a devotional spirit. A great part of his works are lost, though 
much still remains, especially of his commentaries and his writ- 
ings against heretics and heathen, as Celsus, etc. 1 

1 See Cave's life of him. 
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On the whole, we may consider him as having accomplished 
immense good, and as being the undesigning occasion of much 
etil. He gave great renown to the christian name among the 
heathen literati, and did much to elevate the standard of knowledge 
and to encourage the rigid practice of what were regarded as 
the christian graces. His fame and influence will endure to the 
end of time. He has left an illustrious example of christian 
diligence, connected, as it commonly is, with the strictest tem- 
perance. We have seen bow scrupulously he abstained from 
wine and all sensual gratifications ; and bis example, in this par- 
ticular, is now helping in the grandest revolution that is stamp- 
ing for future fame our own most revolutionary age. 

In conclusion, I remark, that Origen is one among the few 
who have graced the annals of our race, by standing up as a 
living de6nition of what is meant by a man of genius, learning, 
piety, and energy. All these he possessed in admirable com- 
bination. Any subject that was worth mastering, be would 
master ; and when he bad done it, would devote the acquisition 
to the specific purpose for which he sought it. Thus he learnt 
music, philosophy, and heathen literature, that he might gain the 
esteem and win the souls of the devotees to such accomplish- 
ments. Thus he studied Hebrew, that he might interpret the 
Scriptures and meet the Jews ; and then he wrote commenta- 
ries without end. He pursued nothing without a design. The 
soul of man was his great object ; the world was his theatre ; it 
was to his purpose to make himself at home every where and 
in all things, that be might gain all men. Like the great apos- 
tle, we find bim every where true to his purpose and prepared 
for bis work ; — at Alexandria, in the school and amid its philos- 
ophers and multifarious population ; in Arabia, in Palestine, in 
Athens ; among Christians and among heathen ; among perse- 
cutors and heretics, as well as among friends. It was worse 
than in vain for opposition to do any thing to such a man, short 
of putting him to death. Drag bim, half dead, to the heathen 
temple, and bid him distribute the emblems of heathen rites, 
and you hear him preaching Jesus to those who approach to 
grasp the sacred branches. Let Demetrius and bis councils 
expel and depose him ; and he does but retire to Cssarea, 
where he opens a new school of greater numbers, and " myri- 
ads" throng around him. Here is the stamp of a truly great 
and good man. Crucified to the world in his youth, and the 
world to him, there remained nothing for the world to do, ex- 
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cept to kill him, — and even this he courted, iustead of dreading. 
He wished for no excuse to cease from his christian toils ; they 
were his meat .and drink. 

With all this positive excellence, what a pity that we find so 
much to regret in the imaginative bias and the philosophizing 
direction of his mighty mind. But though he was greatly imperfect, 
and though he marred beyond bounds bis future usefulness by his 
visionary interpretations of the Bible, and by his scholastic spec- 
ulations, and perhaps has even been the occasion of more hurt 
than good ; still I cannot find it in my heart, nor do I meet with 
evidence from abroad to compel me, to subscribe to Milner's 
reiterated censure of this great man on the score of pride — rea- 
soning pride. Positiveness, in a man of such vision and such 
strength of feeling, is not necessarily the offspring and proof of 
pride. It may spring from a resistless impulse in the cause of 
truth. 

Heraclas. 

We now proceed to a respectable, though quite an inferior 
personage compared with the mighty and original mind we have 
just contemplated at such length. There is, however, this con- 
solation in the case, that we can despatch his story in very few 
words; especially as a part of it has been already anticipated. 

Heraclas, while a presbyter, had been appointed by Origen 
to the care of the inferior department of the school, about the 
year 213, in which capacity he served till the time of Origeo's 
banishment (232), when be succeeded to the sole charge of the 
institution. In this he continued for about a year ; when, on 
the death of the envious and persecuting Demetrius, he was 
called to succeed him in the episcopal chair of Alexandria. His 
labors in the school as usher were therefore long, and doubtless 
faithful and beneficial, being no less than nineteen years. He 
must of course have been perfectly familiar with the routine of 
duties and the general management in the school ; and had he 
not been promoted to another office, he might have continued to 
manage the affairs of the seminary, with discretion and profit, 
beyond the brief term of one year. 

He and bis brother Plutarch, of whom I have before spoken 
as having suffered martyrdom, were both converted from hea- 
thenism by Origen, at that memorable period when Origen was 
left in his youth with the sole charge of the school. Heraclas is 
very highly commended by Eusebius, Nicephorus, and others, 
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especially for his knowledge of philosophy and profane litera- 
ture. Eusebius affirms, that it was on account of his attain- 
ments of this kind, that he was made bishop. He also com- 
mends him for his studious attention to divinity; and asserts that 
his fame was so great as to attract Julius Africanus to Alexandria, 
to see him. 

He continued iu his bishopric for sixteen years, when he died, 
A. D. 248. He left no writings behind him of which we have 
any knowledge. 1 

When we see such a man as Origen expelled from Alexan- 
dria, and one so greatly his inferior soon raised to the bishop's 
throne, we are forcibly reminded of the emphatic and taunting 
complaint of bishop Watson, with respect to the sort of men 
who are most likely to reach the highest seats of promotion in 
the established church of even his own enlightened and gener- 
ous island — ' men of not the first stamp for either knowledge, inde- 
pendence, or piety. 9 Still it is possible, that Heraclas possessed 
a degree of prudence, common sense, and tact for business and 
government, which were not found in Origen. 

Dionysius. 

The next whom we find at the head of this school of the prophets 
is Dionysius. He was born, as is supposed, of reputable parents 
it Alexandria, and there enjoyed wealth and honors previous to 
bis conversion to Christianity. 3 The time and circumstances 
of bis conversion, are not related ; but he was one of Origen's 
distinguished scholars ; and subsequently, a man of considera- 
ble fame in the church. 

On the removal of Heraclas from the office of catechist to 
that of bishop, Dionysius succeeded in the charge of the school, 
A. D. 233. Here be continued till the death of Heraclas, 
when be succeeded him again, in the higher office of bishop, 
in the church of Alexandria, A. D. 248. It is not, however, 
generally supposed that be now relinquished, like his predeces- 
sor, the duties of the school ; but that he continued at the head 
of it til) his death, A. D. 265. 

Like Origen, he read the works of heretics ; and when he 

1 Guer. L p. 64 sq. Euueb. VI. & 31. 35. 2a Niceph. V. 26. 
* Cave's life of him, p. 284. 
Vol. 4. No. 13. 7 
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felt their defiling influence on his mind, and was expostulated 
with by his friend, and was about to lay them aside ; a voice 
from God directed him, as he states, to proceed and read every 
thing which should come to his hands ; as this was the way in 
which he became a Christian, and as he was able to search Into 
every thing. 1 

During the persecution under Decius, A. D. 249, the church 
at Alexandria, as before, suffered extremely. On the arrival 
of the decree from the emperor, an officer was sent to appre- 
hend Dionysius ; but instead of going directly to the house of 
the bishop, where he was waiting in expectation of the summons, 
this officer spent four days in searching for him " in the high- 
ways, rivers, fields, and wherever he supposed he might be bid/* 
not imagining that the good man could think of remaining at home 
when be knew inquisition was made for him. After the fourth 
day, in company with his servants and some christian brethren, 
and at the divine command, as he relates the story, he went forth ; 
and about sunset, some soldiers met and apprehended them, and 
carried them to Taposiris, a small town near Alexandria. In 
the mean time, Timothy, a disciple of Dionysius, not knowing 
what bad taken place, went to the house ; but finding it empty, 
and soldiers keeping guard at the door, and that the inmates 
had been taken into custody, he fled in dismay. In his flight, 
he met a countryman who inquired the occasion of his terror, 
and to whom he related the facts. This man was on his way 
to a marriage feast, which then commonly lasted all night. The 
sequel I give in the words of Dionysius himself. " The coun- 
tryman went bis way, and coming into the house, told the story 
to them who were seated at the table. All of them, with unan- 
imous earnestness, rose up together and ran with great clamors, 
and came speedily upon us. The soldiers who guarded us, being 
forthwith put to flight by them, they came upon us as we were, 
and found us lying upon couches without any furniture on them. 
I, God knows, supposing them to be thieves who came for pillage, 
continued lying on the couch, naked as I was, excepting only a lin- 
en garment which I bad on, and oflered to them my other clothes 
which lay by me ; but they bid me rise and come out immediately. 
Then, understanding the cause of their coming, I cried out, en- 
treating them to depart and let us alone ; but if they intended 
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to do me a kindness, I begged them to behead roe, and thus 
prevent those who brought me prisoner thither. While I thus 
cried out, (as my companions know,) they compelled me to 
rise up. I threw myself on my back upon the ground ; but they 
took me by the hands and feet, and dragged me out. Those 
who are my witnesses in these things, followed me, viz. Caius, 
Faustus, Peter, and Paul, who took me with the couch on 
their shoulders, and conveyed roe out of the village, and having 
set me upon an ass unsaddled, they carried me away." Retiring 
then into a desert part of Lybia, they remained concealed till 
the persecution was over. 1 

upon the death of Decius, A. D. 251, Dionysius returned to 
his church, which he found in a most distracted state, many 
having relapsed during the persecution. 1 Some of the relapsed 
now desired read mission to (be church, which occasioned greqt 
disputes, as many were at this period adverse to such readmis- 
sioos- Dionysius was in favor of receiving all who gave evi- 
dence of penitence, and did much by his writings to mitigate 
this extreme severity of the Novatians. His whole character 
was as strongly marked for kindness, as for true courage and 
piety. He, however, moderately sided with Cyprian in anoth- 
er dispute of that period, and required the re-baptism of such 
as had been baptized by heretics. It was not long before bis 
christian fortitude was again put to the 6ery ordeal of persecu- 
tion. Valerian, whom he plausibly regarded as the beast of 
the Apocalypse, commissioned the governor of Alexandria to 
institute a brutal assault upon the Christians, A. D. 257. When 
required by the governor to worship the gods, in hope that his 
flock would follow the example of their bishop, he replied, that 
be must obey God rather than man ; and when neither expos- 
tulations nor threats were of any avail, Aemilius banished him 
to Cephro, the rudest part of the Lybian desert, and exposed 
to the depredations of thieves and robbers. He was hurried 
away, without a day's respite to recover from a sickness then 
upon him. Hither be was followed by many Christians from 
Alexandria ; and here, too, he preached the gospel, and with 
such success, to the rude heathen, that he began to turn the 
desert into a fruitful 6eld. Orders were sent, from time to 
time, removing him from one place to another. But wherev- 

1 Euseb. VI. 40. VII. 11. Cave, p. 287. 
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er be was carried, be was as successful as be was faithful in his 
great work. 1 

How vain it was to attempt to stop the mouth or break the 
spirit of this great and good man ; or to stop the progress of the 
gospel which he preached ! So let one, at any time, but preach 
the gospel in the genuine spirit of a martyr, " ready to be of- 
fered" and robbers themselves will repent and join him, even 
in the face of the most cruel persecution. 

In the mean time the havoc went on at Alexandria, till that 
brutal emperor was taken by Sapor, the Persian king, and, as 
he well deserved, was flayed alive. 

Dionysius then returned (A. D. 260) ; but soon found him- 
self amid the greatest difficulties, from the civil commotions, the 
plague, and the famine which ensued. In a letter to Hierax, ao 
Egyptian bishop, he gives a most frightful account of the peril 
and desolation around him. Speaking of the effects of the civil 
war, in which the brethren were divided against each other, as 
well as the heathen, he says, that it was almost impossible to 
hold communication with any one in the city, or under his own 
roof, even by letters ; and that the middle street was, if possible, 
more unfrequented than the desert through which the Israelites 
passed; and that it was safer to travel not only beyond the 
bounds of Egypt, but from the East, to the West, than to trav- 
erse Alexandria. Sometimes the branch of the Nile passing by 
the city was almost dry ; and at other times, it so overflowed its 
banks as to cover the fields and threaten a second deluge. It was 
also red with the blood and filled with the putrifying bodies of the 
slain. The air was defiled with most noisome exhalations. " Such 
vapors," says he, " arise from the earth, such winds from the sea, 
such blasts from the rivers, and such mists from the heavens, 
that the very dews are nothing else but the gore of dead carcasses, 
putrified in all the subjacent elements." These waters of death, 
filling the aqueducts that led from the Nile under every part of 
the city, greatly increased the pestilence. On the extent of the 
desolation, be adds : " This great city does not contain in it so 
many inhabitants, should they be numbered from infants to the 
most aged, as it formerly maintained lively old men ; and our 
youngest men now look as if they were of the same age with our 
old men formerly." The heathen regarded these calamities as 
intolerable ; but the Christians found them nothing more than 

* Euseb. VII. 11. 
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what they before suffered from the hand of violence, and they 
bore them with fortitude. 

A striking contrast is here presented of the different feelings 
of the two parties amid these calamities. The Christians neg- 
lected themselves in their care for the brethren, disregarding the 
contagion into which they fearlessly rushed. " They took thfe 
dead bodies of the saints up in their open hands and into their 
bosoms, they closed their eyes and shut their mouths, carried 
them upon their shoulders, and buried them ; they stuck close 
to them, embraced them, washed them, and adorned them curi- 
ously in their clothes. Not long after, they had the like good 
offices performed for themselves. But the Gentile practice was 
quite contrary to this. They thrust out of doors those who be- 
gan to be infected ; they fled away from those most dear to 
them ; they deserted them, half dead, in the high ways, and cast 
forth the dead bodies unburied." 1 

It is deeply to be regretted, that we have only a few extracts 
from these descriptive letters, preserved to us. Had he written 
a full history of that eventful period of the church in Egypt, it 
must have been an inestimable treasure. 

In addition to the discussions about the re-baptism of here- 
tics and the readmission of the lapsed, in which he advocated 
moderation, we have to subjoin, that Dionysius took a much 
more zealous part against the Sabellians ; whose doctrine be op- 
posed with all his might, and even fell into the opposite extreme 
of separating too much the persons of the Trinity, and incurred 
the charge of heresy by some. By going to this extreme, he 
doubtless contributed to lay the foundation for Arianism, which 
afterwards sprung up. Dionysius also assailed and put down 
the chiliasls in Egypt. Near the close of his life, he was in- 
vited to the council at Antioch, to oppose Paul of Samosata, the 
first humanitarian, but was too infirm to attend it. He died 
A. D. 265, in the seventeenth year of his episcopate. 

Amid the duties of his episcopal office and the troubles from 
persecution, war, pestilence, famine, and heresies, it was impos- 
sible he should have much time to devote to the school. But 
as we know of no other who presided over it from the time of 
his elevation to his death, we are left to conclude, that it was 
either under his instruction during this period, or else suspended 
in part if not entirely. 9 

1 Euacb. VII. 21. 22. 

* Niceph. VI. 25. 21. 28. Euseb. VII. 26. 24. 28. 
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His writings were numerous and highly valued* Among them 
were four books against Sabellius ; two against Nepos, the cbi- 
liast; many epistles, and some commentaries. Most of his 
works are lost. 



From this period, the authority of Eusebius fails us, as to the 
series of teachers in this school ; and considerable disputes have 
arisen as to several of the subsequent catechists, some authors 
making them more, and others less in number. Philip Sidetes 
b the only historian of antiquity who has left us a catalogue of 
them ; and bis authority is principally followed by Guerike, ap- 

Carendy with good reason. I shall therefore adopt the same ; 
ut need not stand to assign the reasons for excluding from 
the number of catechists several names which Hospinian, the 
Magdeburg centuriators, and others, have proposed to insert. 
Nor shall I spend time in rehearsing the evidence for the precise 
date and duration of each man's labors, as given in the synop- 
tical view already presented. 

Pierius. 

He is supposed to have taken charge of the school at the 
death of Dionysius, (A. D. 265,) when it was probably in a low 
state from the causes just related. He was distinguished for his 
philosophic skill, his logic, his power as a preacher and inter- 
preter of the Scriptures, and for his voluntary poverty and asce- 
tic mode of life. For such qualities as these, he was called 
Origen Junior, and was regarded as the most learned man of 
his age at Alexandria. He was one of Origen's scholars. Af- 
ter the year 282, he is supposed to have left the school. The 
latter part of his life was spent at Rome. 

He wrote twelve books of commentary, and other works, in a 
very neat style ; but they have not come down to us. He also 
afforded great assistance to Origen in his critical labors, espe- 
cially on the Septuagint. Of his birth and death, we know 
nothing certain. 1 

Achillas. 

This man appears to have been the associate and assistant 
of Pierius for the latter part of the time, and to have continued 

i Euseb. VII. 32. Niceph. VI. 35. ~ 
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in this capacity under his successor. Eusebius speaks of Achil- 
las as being made presbyter at the same time with Pierius, and 
as being a man of excellent life and sublime philosophy ; and 
affirms that he had charge of the sacred school. 1 

Theognostus. 
He is supposed to have succeeded Pierius in the catechetic office 
from A. D. 282 to 290. The evidence of this, however, is very 
slight, except that he is here inserted in Philip's catalogue. But 
very little, in fact, is known of the man, except that he wrote 
seven books of hypoty poses, or sketches of a system of religious 
truth, — perhaps like Origen's principia, both in matter and man- 
ner, as he was a friend to Origen's views, if not a disciple of his. 
He was accused by Photkis of heretical views respecting the 
Trinity, but has been defended by bishop Bull. An abstract of 
his chief work is preserved by Pbotius. He wrote also on blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost. 3 

Serapion. 

This name next occurs in the catalogue of Philip. Several of 
the same name are found in the early records of the church. 
We know but very little of the individual on whom Guerike 
fixes to fill this gap, except that he flourished at Alexandria 
about this period, and may therefore have discharged the duties 
of catechtst from about A. D. 290 to 295. But whether he actually 
did occupy this station, or, if he did, how long was his term of 
service, it is neither easy nor important to determine. — We pass 
him by, and proceed to a somewhat more conspicuous person- 
age. 

Peter Martyr. 

He probably had the care of the school from 295 to 312, 
when he was beheaded as a conspicuous and faithful martyr. 
In the year 300, he was made bishop of Alexandria. 

Eusebius speaks of him in language of the highest commen- 
dation, as a " most eminent prelate of the Alexandrian church, 
the chief ornament and glory of the bishops, both for his virtu- 
ous life and his study and knowledge of the Scriptures." The 
first three years of his episcopate were passed in peace ; but on 

1 Euseb. Vn. 32. Niceph. VI. 35. 

9 See Guer. 1. p. 78. Mosheim's Ecc. Hist. II. pp. 214. 222. 
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the breaking out of the last and most dreadful of the heathen 
persecutions, under Diocletian, (A. D. 303,) he was appre- 
hended and cast into prison. From this period, he became very- 
ascetic in his life. He was suddenly and unexpectedly put to 
death, by order of Maximin, A. D. 312. 

Epiphanius gives an account of a controversy between Peter 
and Meletius respecting episcopal jurisdiction, from which it 
would seem that Peter was disposed to extend and maintain, 
Tvith a high hand, his prerogative of ordaining presbyters. It is> 
however, to be remembered that Epiphanius derived his mate- 
rials for this account from " the doubtful, if not fictitious, acts of 
the Meletians." 

The writings which remain from the pen of this father, consist 
of fragments from a work on penance, and some other small: 
productions. 1 

Arius. 

This beritic stands next in the list as presented by Guerifce r 
from A. D. 313 to 320. The authority for this, however, is 
but slight, as even Philip Sidetes has not inserted bis name, nor 
do Socrates, Sozomen, or Pbotius mention him as one of these 
teachers, though treating largely of the man and of his heresy* 
The evidence in proof of his having sustained the office, rests in 
part upon the assertion of Theodoret, that Arius " was entrust- 
ed^with the exegesis of the scriptures," trjv di tqjv dauv ygcc- 
<pwv ncniOTevfitvog igyyijoiv. This is considered as indicating* 
in the current language of the time, a different office from that 
of pastoral instruction in the knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
agrees perfectly with the duties of an Alexandrian catechist.. 
And as Arius was then a presbyter at Alexandria, and the 
school left without any other teacher of whom we have any ac- 
count, for twenty years after the death of Peter, the inference 
is, that Arius was called to act in this capacity for a portion of 
that time. To this, it is objected by Michaelis, that if he had 
been a catechist, we should have had an account of his deposi- 
tion from this office as well as from that of presbyter. But it 
is urged in reply, that none but those belonging to the sacred 
office, had a right to give such exegetical instruction ; and of 
course Arius was virtually deposed from the office in the school 

1 Euaeb. VII. 32. IX. 6. Niceph. VI. 34. Moaheira's Ecc. HiaU L 
pp. 389. 322. Guer. I. p. 81. Epiph. 68. 3. 
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by being deprived of his office as presbyter. — But I may be 
permitted here to remark, that if this was so, the regulations 
must have been changed subsequently to the time of Origen, 
who was a teacher for several years before he was presbyter. 
I have seen no account of such a change, and Guerike adduces 
none. I may add, also, that if the school was only a private 
establishment, as I have supposed, there would be no occasion 
for any deposition from it. 

In further confirmation of his opinion, Guerike cites Patricius 
Ararsius as confirming this interpretation of the language of 
Theodoret ; and he further contends, that Philip Sidetes does 
not oppose the construction, as this historian does not affirm 
that Macarius, the next in his catalogue, immediately succeeded 
Peter, A. D. 312, nor could he affirm it, considering the time 
in which Macarius lived, which was a little subsequent, as we 
shall see. 

Philip, as a pupil and friend of the school, might also feel a 
strong temptation to. omit, in his catalogue of teachers, so hated 
a name as that of Arius had become in the time of Theodosius 
the Great. It is also probable, that Arius would find but little 
time to devote to catechetical instruction during his contest with 
bishop Alexander, which began as early as A. £). 317. Hence 
he would make but little figure in the school J and the 
historians may, therefore, be the more easily pardoned for the 
omission of bis name. One more hint on this side of the ques- 
tion. If we suppose Arius to have been one of the teachers, it 
will go to account, in some degree, for the suspension of the 
school, which appears to have ensued from about A. D. 320 to 
330 ; and this consideration will be of the greater force, in pro- 
portion as we regard the institution in the light of a private, rath- 
er than a strictly public institution. In this case, it is easy to 
imagine the blasting influence of his defection from the faith ; 
and how likely it would be to suspend, if not forever to destroy, 
its character and its operations. 1 

1 shall here omit all details of the life of this supposed teach- 
er, partly because the term assigned was so short and the main 
fact of his office so doubtful ; but chiefly, because the life of 
this arch heretic is already so well known by all who are con- 
versant with the ecclesiastical history of that period. 

1 Theodoret, Ecc. Hist. I. 1. Guer. I. p. 85. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 8 
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Macaritjs. 

After a suspension of the school for ten years, Macarius is 
Supposed to have revived it, about the year A. D. 330, and to 
have continued it to about A. D. 340. 

Socrates informs us, in his account of the monks who lived 
in the desert, of two celebrated monks of this name, one of 
whom was born in Upper Egypt and wrought a multitude of 
miracles ;-the other came from Alexandria, and was of a much 
more affable disposition, and induced many to embrace that 
kind of life. It is not easy to decide which of these was the 
catechist, but probably the latter, who was named Politicvs, be- 
cause he came from the city. 

After teaching for about ten years, he left the school and be- 
took himself to the desert, where he followed the ascetic mode 
of life, and died near the cfose of the century, as Cave suppos- 
es, at about the age of one hundred. 

He wrote a regulation for monastic life, and a discourse on 
the state of souls after death. 1 

DlDYMDS THE BLIND. 

This famous teacher comes next ; concerning whom there 
is much , less of doubt. Rufinus says of him, 9 that he 
" attained to such erudition and science in human and divine 
things, as to become a teacher in the ecclesiastical school." 
And in Sozomen, he is mentioned as " presiding in the sacred 
school of sacred science at Alexandria." 3 

He was born A. D. 309, and died A. D. 395 ; and presided 
over the school from about A. D. 340, to A. D. 395. He ap- 
pears to have devoted himself entirely to the business, without 
being distracted, like most of the other teachers, with any other 
employment. Most of the ecclesiastical writers of that period, 
mention him 5 and always with great respect for his learning 
and diligence. 

At the early age of four or five, he lost his eye-sight, when 
just commencing the knowledge of letters. Yet such were his 
talents and application, that he surpassed most men of his age 
in his almost miraculous acquisitions. He learnt to read with 
his fingers, by having the letters deeply cut in a tablet. This 
art of reading with the fingers, therefore, is no modern inven- 
tion, though now greatly improved and systematically taught. 

1 Socrat. IV. 23. Cave, Lit. Hist. Guer. I. p. 87. 
* Ecc. Hist II. 7. * Sozom. III. 15. 
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Rufinus relates, that be mingled prayer with his studies, and 
gave close attention while others read to him ; and when they 
fell asleep after the labor of such lucubrations, be ruminated on 
what he had beard, and so arranged it in his memory, that 
" be appeared not so much to have heard what had been read, 
as to have written it on the pages of his mind." 1 Socrates 
assures us, that he readily mastered grammar ; and rheto- 
ric, with still greater ease. Thence he proceeded, with ad- 
mirable facility, to philosophy; and learnt logic, arithmetic, 
and music. • So skilled was he also in the Scriptures, that he 
published many discourses upon them, and dictated three books 
on the Trinity; and interpreted Origen's Principia. In his 
comments on this work, he greatly praises it, and condemns 
those who censure it, as being incapable of arriving at a knowl- 
edge of Origen's perspicacity. As a further proof of his aston- 
ishing powers and acquisitions, Socrates refers us to the works 
of Didymus ; and proceeds in his commendations by quoting the 
following effusion from the monk Antoninus, on coming from the 
desert and ascertaining his extent of knowledge. " O Didymus," 
exclaims the learned monk, " let not the loss of your bodily eyes 
trouble you ; for you are deprived of such eyes as the flies and 
gnats can see with ; but rejoice that you have those eyes with 
which angels see, by which God himself is discerned and his 
light comprehended." Socrates then adds, "At that time Didy- 
mus was looked upon as the greatest patron and defender of the 
genuine faith, who disputed against the Arians, unravelled their 
sophistic cavils, and confuted their adulterate and fraudulent dis- 
courses." 2 

He was also exceedingly renowned for his piety ; and Palla- 
dius, the credulous. historian of the monks, affirms, that the 
death of Julian the apostate was divinely revealed to him. 3 

Under him the school flourished greatly ; and among his dis- 
ciples are enumerated such men as Jerome, Rufinus, Palladius, 
Evagrius, Isidore, etc. 

Although he strenuously and successfully contended against 
the Arian heresy, he did not himself escape the imputation of the 
heresy of Origenism, for which he was condemned, long after his 
death, by the fifth general council at Constantinople, A. D. 553 ; 
and subsequently, by pope Martin I. 
His numerous commentaries are lost ; as are also his explana- 

1 Ruf. II. 7. * Soc. Ecc. Hist IV. 25. 

3 Hist Saus. c. 4. as cited by Guerike. 
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tions of Origen's Principia, and some other works. His book 
on the Holy Spirit, his three books on the Trinity, etc. are pre- 
served. 1 

There remains but one more on the catalogue of Alexandrian 
catechists, as given by Philip ; and he perhaps the least as well 
as the last; since even his friend and pupil, this same Philip 
Sidetes, has done little more than to record his name, which is 
Rhodo ; and no other historian appears to have done him even 
that kind office. 

Rhodo. 

In A. D. 395, he was probably assistant for a while to the 
venerable Didymus, then in his eighty-fourth year. On the 
death of this blind but distinguished catechist, the school appears 
to have come into the hands of Rhodo, who, according to Philip, 
* removed it to the city of Side in Pamphylia, where Philip then 
was, about the time of Theodosius the Great,' which could not 
be later than A. D. 395. Though Philip thus speaks of the 
removal of the school, still Guerike supposes, that we are rather 
to understand him as affirming the removal of the teacher than 
of the school itself. His view is, that Rhodo left the sinking 
seminary at Alexandria, and attempted, though with but poor 
success, to establish a new one at Side. In the mean time, the 
institution at Alexandria is supposed to have become again a 
mere school for catechumens. The particulars on these points, 
and the scanty evidence on which they rest, are not of sufficient 
importance to deserve a rehearsal. 

I may here, in conclusion of this account, be permitted again 
to remark, that the whole aspect of the school, at its conclusion 
as well as at its commencement, resembles that of a private, 
rather than a strictly public institution. Nothing is recorded of 
the disposal of its funds, its buildings, or its books ; nothing of 
the acts of its guardians in its last extremity. The simple 
record is, that " Rhodo removed the school to Side ;" and per- 
haps the rather forced construction of this record, to which we 
have just attended, is the result of an erroneous view as regards 
the public nature of the institution. Guerike thinks that Rhodo 
could not strictly have removed it, without the act of its guar- 
dians, and therefore he only removed himself. But if it was 
essentially a private establishment, its teacher and head might 
remove it where he pleased ; and we need do no violence to the 



1 See Guer. I. p. 92 sq. 
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simple record of the historian. — All this is still in accordance 
will) the supposition, (if we see fit to adopt that supposition,) that 
it may have enjoyed the temporary munificence of Constantine, 
aod other christian emperors. 

The loss of character and the final decay of the school, are at- 
tributed to the contests about the doctrines of Origen, Arius, 
Nestorius, and the Monophysites, all of which raged with pecu- 
liar violence at Alexandria ; and having to bear the accumulated 
sins of all its teachers, it finally sunk. 1 And so, peradventure, 
may one day sink some of those institutions now so thickly rising 
among us. Public sentiment, connected with the public exi- 
gency, alone can cause them permanently to prosper. 

The second part of this article, containing some account of the doc- 
trines taught in the Alexandrian school, may be expected in the next 
Number of this work. 



Art. II. — On the Difference between the Sense and 
the Signification of Words and Phrases. 



By 8. F. N. Man*, Professor of Theology io the University of Leipsic. Translated from 
U» Latin by J. Torrey, Professor of Languages in the University of Vermont. 



It is a truth well established by experience, that every passage 
of any writer does not admit of being rendered word for word, 
as the phrase is, into another language. Nor is this true of those 
expressions only, which are peculiar to a language or people ; 
as, certain names of certain things, maxims, proverbs, and those 
phrases which usually pass under the denomination of idioms ; 
but a great many other passages are to be found in almost every 
book, which contain nothing strictly peculiar to any language, 
and yet do not admit of being rendered word for word, so as to 
express any intelligible meaning. For however men may agree 
in their opinions, in the nature and discipline of their minds, in 

1 Guer. 1. 97. 119. Schrockn, X. p. 340 sq. XVIII. p. 493 sq. 
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their feelings, talents, and modes of thinking generally ; yet there 
is such a diversity in their manner of expressing their feelings 
and thoughts, that by comparing certain languages and writers, 
we might sometimes be almost tempted to doubt, whether men 
so widely differing in their mode of speaking were endowed with 
the same common faculties of thought and intelligence. 

What we mean to affirm, when we say that every thing does 
not admit of being rendered word for word into another lan- 
guage, is simply this : That it is not possible, in every case, to find 
a word in another language of precisely the same signification 
with that which belongs to the word in the passage we translate ; 
or, that the signi6cations, all and each, in both languages, cannot 
so correspond, as to admit of being perfectly matched as it were, 
word against word, signification against signification. Such I 
apprehend to be our meaning when we speak on this subject, 
and such we find to be the case in all the examples. 

The causes of this diversity are, in part, common to entire 
nations, as the age, manners, state of cultivation ; in part, pecu- 
liar to individual writers, as their talents, pursuits, learning, igno- 
rance ; all of which have been so frequently and ably handled 
by others, that any further discussion of them would seem to be 
unnecessary. But as the result of these causes it happens, that 
there remain in one language many traces of a rude antiquity, 
which others, uniformly aiming at elegance, have entirely pol- 
ished away ; and others again have removed in part ; — that one 
expresses by a large compass of words, 1 (particularly in con- 
necting sentences and passing from one topic to another,) what 
in another is usually compressed into a narrower space ; that 
one abounds in ellipses, another employs them more sparingly ; 
that one glows with figures and allegories, another is distinguished 
for plainness and severity of diction ; that one is loose and am- 
biguous, another definite and precise 5 that one is suited to all 
the purposes of speculation and philosophical inquiry, another 
either not at all adapted to such subjects, or capable of treating 
them only by borrowing from a foreign source ; that one is rich 
and copious, another labours under a poverty of words. Such 
being the case, who can hope ever to be able to translate from 
one language into another, so as to fulfil the conditions expressed 
above, that word shall answer to word, signification to signi- 
fication. 



1 Vid. Perizonius ad Sanctii Minerva, pp. 434, 486, et passim. 
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Writers themselves, moreover, differ so much in their dili- 
gence, care, rhetorical skill, genius, practice, that while one, in 
translating, may be easily followed ; in another, there is always 
something to be added or removed, altered or softened, some- 
thing which must be understood with limitation, or expressed by 
a circumlocution ; — that while in interpreting one, you must com- 
pel him, as it were, into order ; in the case of another you may 
point out clearly what he would say. Now when this diversity 
is added to that which arises out of the very nature and condi- 
tion of languages, the possibility of a literal translation is still 
further diminished. 

Since then, for the reasons now stated, the thing is impracti- 
cable, it only remains for the translator to express the sense of 
*his author in such words as he can. This is necessary, some- 
nines in respect to single words, sometimes in respect to entire 
sentences and propositions. In the case of single words, of 
which the very signification cannot be expressed in a translation, 
without rendering the translation obscure and ambiguous, and 
incongruous to the language into which the translation is made, 
the course we pursue is, to give the notion, which, in this par- 
ticular place and connexion, may be substituted for the notion 
of the word employed by the writer himself Thus the sense 
is given in place of the signification. 1 For instance, since 
xpootjtttr rsrl, adhibere rem alicui, (which is the signification,) 
by no means admits, when yvtu^v or vovv is not expressed, of 
being every where rendered, to attend to a thing, turn tlte at- 
tention, employ the mind upon it ; this signification is exchanged 
for another, such as the condition of the passage (the subject 
and object expressed by the words in that passage) may suggest 
and allow, and nQOoi%siv ra7g rifiuTg is, to be studious, or am- 
bitious of honours, to be devoted to them, to be delighted and 
governed by them ; nQoai%uv ro7g XaXovpivoiQ vno tivoq* to as- 
stnt to, and approve of, what is said by another, Ttgoot%Hv rq> 
Ktdoagt, to follow the party of Casar ; and ngoooxt} volant 3 
is attributed to one who endeavours to express the precepts 
of wisdom in his conduct. In as many ways, then, and 
from as many causes and motives as it is possible or usu- 

1 Semler ( App. ad Jnterp. N. T. p. 99.) perceived the difference 
between the sense and tbe signification. 

s Acts 8: 6, com p. v. 12, where this very n^wu^ov toig XaXovfiiyotg 
is exchanged for nunivuv. Comp. Acts 16: 14. 

3 Wisd. 6: 18. 
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al for the mind to be applied to any thing, in so many ways 
the notion may be given in a translation or exposition, expres- 
sing the cause, manner, or motive, in accordance with which the 
mind is applied in the present case, by the present individual, to 
this particular thing. In the case of entire sentences, which 
cannot be rendered word for word in a translation, our course is, 
to express the thing, which the writer has expressed in his own 
words, in such words of another language, as will present before 
the mind of readers the same thing, generally conceived. Thus 
agajn the sense is given instead of the signi6cation. If koyov 
fays int'xtiv, 1 for instance, cannot be rendered to present or ex- 
hibit the doctrine of salvation, nor ovprpt'xetv iig tijp avvijy ttjg 
aocoriag iviyvoiv,* to run into the same excess of riot, the sense 
and thing may be given in some other words. Thus the former 
would be, *o, shew forth (prae seferre) the doctrine of salvation j* 
the latter, to rush forward in the same career, into the same %ulf 
of wickedness. 4 The words of the poet, 5 dgxal inXtigovptOj 

1 Phil. 2: 16. a 1 Pet 4: 4. 

3 That is, so to exhibit it in one's life and conduct, as to convince 
others of its power and excellence, and lead them to the love of it. 
See Beza and Erasm. Schmid. a. h. 1. Both the genius of the lan- 
guage, and the connexion of the passage, seem to me to admit of this 
sense ; and it is confirmed by the analogy of the Latin, when the 
phrase pro. seferre is sufficiently understood. The other versions, 
habere, tenere, tueri, continere, attendere, (respecting which see Theo- 
doret ad h. 1. though he confounds Inixuv t* and inixuv TtW,) I have 
no wish to examine separately ; but I cannot approve those who en- 
deavour to find here the Greek form of expression xovxo inixn loyov 
Ttro$, this stands in the place, serves the purpose, of something ; as when 
the stars are said by night to serve for light, inixuv loyov <p<oxog • 
a phraseology to which Chrysostom ad h. 1. seems to refer, (though I 
do not sufficiently understand his explanation,) and which Wetstein 
has illustrated. I cannot approve these, because loyog fwfc in sacred 
Scripture, undoubtedly always means the doctrine of salvation ; and, 
whatever may be said in favour of employing that merely Greek 
phrase to explain the present passage, it would after all, in my opin- 
ion, be a very forced interpretation. 

4 See L. Bos, in Observat. ad N. T. Wetstein ad h. L and Alberti 
ad Hesychium, who defines avaxvciy, tpvopov. Likewise the defini- 
tion of avaxwiv by avyxww, found in Catena Oecumenii, (p. 160. 
edit Veron. 1532,) amounts to the same thing. This explains the 
origin and sense of the Vulgate rendering: confiuumem, i. e. collu- 
vittn. 

* Eurip. Androm. v. 1100. [1097.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Sense and Signification of Wordt. 65 

cannot be rendered, the magistracies were filled, but the fact re- 
ported, and the sense, are, the magistrates assembled in crouds* 
the council was full. So who would attempt to translate ver- 
bally the following passage from Dionysius of Halicarnassus, 1 
ij noktg ip xaikioiy xelrui ovvody ia7g akkaig nokeoi ? the sense 
of which is, * the city is conveniently situated for a general assem- 
bly of the nation. 9 

If the foregoing remarks are correct, it follows, that the sense 
of a passage differs from the signification of the single words ; 
and that the sense is very often expressed in translations in the 
manner which has just before been described. 

The same distinction between the sense and the signi6cation, 
which it is necessary to observe in translating, should also be 
kept in view when the object is simply to explain a writer with- 
out any design of translating him. No one supposes that an 
interpreter fully discharges his duty by illustrating single words 
and phrases ; but he is expected to furnish a clear exposition of 
the matter, the sense, which lies concealed under those words, 
lo order to do this, it is not enough to explain the subject of 
which a writer has been treating, as for instance, the history, 
the ceremonies, the philosophical doctrines, and so forth ; it 
should be the endeavour of the interpreter to lead his reader to 
consider words in every possible light, and to teach him to 
think in different ways ; so that, if he is a European, he may 
compare the style of the people of the East with that of his own, 
until be can substitute the one for the other, conceive the sub- 
ject in his own way, and express it in his own words ; so that 
he may compare the ancient with the more recent, and discrim- 
inate the difference; so that be may distinguish the poetic dic- 
tion from that of prose, and substitute the latter for the former ; 
so that he may deGne with accuracy what does not admit of be- 
ing pressed too close to the letter of the author, so as to leave noth- 
ing which requires further limitation, exception, doubt, or modiGca- 
tion; so that he may reduce Ggures of speech and the language of 



1 Archaeol. lib. 8. p. 484, edit. Sylb. Comp. Xenoph. Hist Gr 
6. 2. 6, ^ ri\ooq iv xalCJ xma* iov pldmiiv, is conveniently situated 
for annoying. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 9 
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common life to those notions and technical terms which are defin- 
ed m the schools of philosophy, or generally received in art ; so 
that be may substitute the definition for the thing defined, and 
the reverse; so that in place of a circumlocution or de- 
scription he may name the object described with a single word ; 
so that he may compare many languages with each other. A 
great many other particulars might be mentioned ; but in all 
these the difference of the signification from the sense is obvi- 
ous, and in proportion as an interpreter is studious of perspicui- 
ty, he aims to express the sense, often even by abandoning the 
significations ; since it is not unfrequently the case, that he who re- 
tains the latter, is ignorant of the former. Indeed it is a com- 
mon thing, especially with new beginners, to understand all the 
significations in a passage, and yet at the same time neither to 
arrive at the sense of that passage, nor to be able to express it 
in words. While on the other hand, another of quicker percep- 
tion, easily seizes the sense of a passage, or rather conjectures 
it ; although if interrogated respecting the precise significations 
of the words, that is, respecting the reasons why he thinks this 
to be the sense of the passage, he is unable to give any satisfac- 
tory reply. 

Having thus, as I imagine, said enough to recal to the recol- 
lection of my readers in what cases the sense differs from the 
signification, and to explain in general the meaning of the propo- 
sition, I may now proceed and show still further, in what ways the 
sense is usually substituted for the signification. In doing this, 
remarks may be occasionally introduced, respecting the conse- 
quent duties imposed both on the translator and on the inter- 
preter of a book ; respecting the utility of the rule ; and re- 
specting the precautions which are necessary in applying it. 

The ways in which it is customary to give the real sense, 
without strictly adhering to the letter, are exceedingly numer- 
ous, nor would any one have the patience to enumerate them 
All. But whoever will carefully reflect upon the following exam- 
ples, which have not been taken at random, but expressly se- 
lected for the present occasion, will be able, I think, in most in- 
stances, to find a rule to which each individual case may be re- 
duced. 

In the first place, then, when we cannot express the significa- 
tion of a word by a single word, whether because it would render 
the translation obscure or too close to the letter, or because the 
word occurs but once, or because there is no word in the other 
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language which exactly corresponds to it, 1 or because it was 
coined and invented by the writer himself, (of which kind ex- 
amples abound in Homer, Pindar, JEscbylus, and those epi- 
grammatic writers of-tbe Anthology, who are for the most part 
too sedulous imitators of the tragic and lyric diction,) or be- 
cause, from being used with reference to some art or science, 
or by the will of the writer, it receives a broader or more limi- 
ted signification than in common life ; it is necessary that we 
should either present a notion which may with propriety be 
substituted for that of the word which the writer employs, 3 or 
that we should introduce a circumlocution by means of which 
the notion of the word which we wish to explain, may be defin- 
ed, or described, or analyzed into its constituent parts. But 
who does not see that the sense is here given by the interpreter, 
instead of the signification ? 

Let us consider the first case, in which one notion is substi- 
tuted for another. No one is at a loss for the meaning of an- 
bviTjros; but when the Oedipus of Sophocles 3 in bis anger 
calls the inexorable Tiresias difXtvirjiog, it is indeed plain, 
so far as the sense is concerned, that he is called obstinate, un- 
yielding, intractable;* yet neither of these epithets expresses the 
very signification of the word. For this denotes one who knows 
not how to desist, who never ceases to resist and oppose, with 
whom the controversy is continually breaking out afresh when 
you think it has been finished and settled. Now should one 
express this meaning of the word by the words obstinate, un- 
yielding, intractable, would he not substitute for one notion, that 
is, for the signification of the word, another and a similar one? 
But should he adhere to the etymology, and say with Abresch 
(ad Hesycbium) one who knows not how to desist, finire nescius, 
would it not, in this case, be necessary to proceed still further and 
define the exact meaning from the context ? since there are 
many ways in which one may be said not to know how to desist. 
Hence it will conduce both to brevity, and to perspicuity, to ex- 
press the sense by substituting one notion for another. Such 

1 Such kt hmlpHa, vid. ad Longin. de Sublim. 30. 1. Also av&adua, 
Fischeri index Theophrast. in h. v. 
* See page 64 above. 

3 Oed. Tyr. v. 344. p. 166. ed. Steph. 

4 Such nearly are the epithets given in the scholia, faxja£Unos, 
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instances are, when d^Xortjg l is rendered ingenuous liberality, 
or xatavagxav* to be severe towirrls others f troublesome to them. 
Interpretations of this sort, where one notion is substituted for 
another, are of the most frequent occurrence ; especially in 
works aiming to explain the Hebrew writers, and poets of the 
higher class. Numerous examples will every where present 
themselves to any one who turns over ever so hastily the glossa- 
ries and scholia. To this class belong many explanations of the 
books of the Old and New Testament in the works of Chrys- 
ostom, 3 of Theodoret, and of Theophylact. To this class 

1 2 Cor. 8: 2. 9: 11. On the first passage one Codex has the gloss 
XWvtotijtos, and Chrysostom and Theodoret exchange for these, 
qnXottfiia, TtQO&VfAOig naoixuv, dcuplXua, iXfrjpoavvri, 

2 2 Cor. 11: 8. Cf. Hesychius in xaTtv(iQxr t (ja. 

3 For the sake of those who cannot examine the works of this wri- 
ter themselves, I have placed here a few examples. The following 
are selected from the Homilies on the first Epistle to the Corinthians z 

I. 19, omuiXwtv o Otog t»)v acxpiay — idei$sv ovaav avoyjov. 
VII. 34, [MfUQiarcu tj /. x. »/ Ttayd: — duaiijxaai. 

IX. 17, olxovopiay ntnuTievpcti, — xijqv$ou innaixo^y. 

" 26, ovx udijXtag — ; — ovxtixijxulfiait)v,7iQog axonov 

ftXinow, 

X. 13, uvdQtomvog nugaafiog * — pixQo?, ftga/vg, <ri(jiptTQog. 

u 16, xoivuivla joif uipcnog — //rro^ i. e. fruition, evidently 

as in the Vulg. vers, parlicipatio. The mind of Chrysostom and of 
the Vulgate translation has been rightly apprehended by the authors 
of the Libb. Symbol, p. 600, ed. Rechenb. 

The examples which follow are taken from the Homilies on the 
second Epistle to the Corinthians. 

I. 9, ajtoxQipa ' — tyiiyog, xqhig f TTQoadoxia. 

V. 13, i$i(rTT)fit* — piya t* (p&fyyofAe&ot. 

frwpooyovfuy — fictqioy t* xal ivmuvbv XaXovfiir. 
" 14, awixn — ovx a<pir t (ji jjaxrvpijaai, i$<rt#«£e*f, 

VTtvviam, 

VI. 14, kTSQo£vysiv — iavxov ixxXivuv. 

IX. 8, eignuv iQyov ay&oy, 'iva xal hiooig nagix^tB. 

X. 1, xunuvog — BvxarafpQovrjTog. 

daqgo) iig vpag — yva&fiai, xo/i 7r<x£cu, xttrt^avimafim tfiojv. 

XI. 7, ipavtov tontny&v — iv oitvoxMQirt diayay&v. 

" 28, »; inuTvaTGUTig pov — al noXiogxlat twv dq/iow, al raoaxal, 

ol Ooyvfioi. 
XIII. 4, &<r6fit&a — fTM^ofu&a. 

" 9, dwaxol — — ivaotiot,, doxifioi. 

For the sake of those who are conversant with the Greek, I add, 
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belong the multitude of various readings, which have sprung 
from marginal glossaries, and ought to be expunged from the 
list of various readings. To the same class belong innumerable 
words in the Greek versions of the Old Testament ; for whoev- 
er has simply looked into the indices of Tromm, or the lexica 
aonexed to these indices, and the Hexapla of Montfaucon, even 
tbougb he may not have examined the versions themselves, could 
not fail to perceive that where one Greek word stands for so 
many Hebrew words, it does not express the signification, but in 
almost every case the sense. 

If we would express this substitution of one notion for another, 
which is of so common occurrence, by a single word, and refer 
the thing to its appropriate class, we might, with the rhetori- 
cians, call it metonomy and synecdoche} or borrowing a word from 
tbe philosophers we mighf term it the adjunct or connotate. 
For the interpreter expresses what is antecedent to, or conse- 
quent upon, the thing which the writer names, or what is done 
by it, or what is in any way connected with it, whether in nature, 
or in the thought. He, therefore, who knows what a metonomy 
is, upoo what foundation it rests, of how many classes it con- 
sists, will be able without difficulty to form a judgment respect- 
ing interpretations of this sort. He who recollects that adjunct 
and connotate notions are derived from the connexion of things, 
will not be surprised to learn that in the thousand modes of this 
connexion, a thousand ways may be found of substituting one no- 
tion for another ; that different nations and languages may have in 
view different connexions ; that one connexion may be more 
clear and evident than another ; that the most practised thinker 
will possess the readiest faculty for discovering the connexion ; 
that be who is the most habituated to closeness of thinking, will 
possess the greatest tact for investigating those notions which are 
most nearly allied ; nor finally, will it surprise him, that there 
should be such a vast diversity of interpreters and of interpreta- 
tions. 

The more foundation there is for the above remarks, (and 

that many of the interpretations to be met with in the ancient glossa- 
ries relating to the books of the N. T. are taken from the Homilies of 
Cbrysostom ; and that the explanations of words in the O. T. are 
likewise often drawn from the commentaries of Theodoret. Besides, 
not a few seem to have been introduced into tbe glossaries from the 
epistles of Isodorus Pelusiotes. 
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they are confirmed by the experience of all who engage in the 
business of interpretation,) the more surprising it is, that there 
should be any disposed to bring against this mode of interpreta- 
tion the charge of looseness and negligence ; taxing it with too 
great a departure from the letter, and with inventing significa- 
tions at random which are no significations at all. What then ? 
Is that interpreter to be accused of looseness, who, first of all, 
explains, either by the etymology or by the vsus loquendi, what 
lies in the words themselves, that is, shows the exact significa- 
tion, and then, if there remain notwithstanding some degree of 
obscurity about it, places that signification in some other point 
of view, examines into the connexion (relation) of that notion 
with other notions, treats metonymy as metonymy, until he finds 
a way of exchanging the notion for another agreeable to the 
context ? Take for instance the word which I have just before 
mentioned, xaxavayxqv, — would he be a more sound and care- 
ful interpreter, who with very minute attention to the etymology, 
should say that it means, either, to render torpid, deafen with 
entreaty,— or to grow torpid, to become fatigued and remit 
one's efforts, — or to be torpid, without feeling, severe, unmerci- 
ful, — I say would he be a more careful expounder than one, who, 
having gone through with all this, should say that after all noth- 
ing else can be elicited and understood from the word than sim- 
ply to be troublesome to others, or severe in exacting one's due ? 
especially as the writer expresses himself thus in another place. 1 
Pray what will be wanting either to truth or perspicuity, if the 
sense be thus given in lieu of the signification? It is vain, there- 
fore, to admonish one, and charge him with not giving the sig- 
nifications, if he say, nvevpanxol sometimes means the 
more advanced, more perfect Christians, those who are truly 
changed for the better, 9 while aagxixol denotes the weak, 
unenlightened, less established, 3 and ocip£ xai alfta, scanty 
knowledge, such as belongs to men destitute of divine teaching 
and left wholly to themselves. 4 Who ever pretended that these 
are the exact significations in the proper and strict meaning ? 
No, the sense of these words is thus expressed in another lan- 
guage, by a legitimate substitution of one notion for another, 
agreeably to the context. It amounts to the same thing, to 
take an example, whether you say, that, ix zov xoopov, or that 

1 2 Cor. 11: 13, 16. * Gal. 6: 1. 

3 1 Cor. 3: 1. \ Matth. 16: 17. 
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I* **£ fife, or thai in toj* xarco, for we find these expressions 
used promiscuously by the sacred writers. 1 Hence too the 
phrases elrai in tov Beov, in tov ovgavov, and in itoif ivoj, ex- 
press the same thing, for these also are promiscuously used. 2 
Now as the former must be rendered worldly, and earthly, and 
inferior* so the latter must be rendered divine, celestial, svperi- 
•r.* These then are the generic significations; they express the 
class. But is it sufficient to know this f Certainly not. Un- 
less you proceed still further to investigate the species, this gen- 
eric notion will not answer your purpose in the least. Now the 
terra earthly may mean vile, or imperfect, or ignorant, or vi- 
cious, or perishable. In as many ways, then, as the notion of 
the word worldly or earthly may be varied (limited), in so ma- 
■y ways it is plain that the notion of the word divine or celestial 
may be varied. Therefore celestial means either pre-eminent, or 
perfect, or intelligent, or faultless, or imperishable. Should one say 
that John, in rtjg yrjgorta, when compared with Christ, is inferior, 
of less worth f he would not, it is true, translate word for word ; 
but would he not give the true sense, the adjunct notion of the 

1 John 8: 23. » John 3: 31. 

* This mode of rendering, which expresses such phrases by an 
adjective, is required, first, by the custom of speaking partly Hebrew 
aid partly Greek. For oi oniq ix tijg aXrjdtlag means thost who art 
devoted to the truth, i. e. who understand and love the truth, John 18: 37 ; 
the same phrase 1 John 3: 19, signifies to be upright, sincere ; oi ovttg 
e$ if&uag, given to contention, i. e. contentious, uncompliant, Rom. 2: 8 ; 
o vr & tov izovtjDov, prone to wickedness, wicked, 1 John 3: 12. So 
Gml. 3: 7, oWx Tiiaitotg i. e. oi martvorxtg, and v. 10, oi il loyw, 
L c ioyaSoptvoi, who are devoted to the faith, or to the observance of 
the Mosaic law ; Acts 5: 38, ?j (lovli\ i$ avdodtnatv ovoa, a merely hu- 
wum contrivance. Secondly, the sacred writers themselves inter- 
change this phraseology with adjectives ; as James 3: 15, to avwdw 
iozofurov is opposed to tw im-ytUtj. Hence to ainoOtv ioxousvov means 
ctkstiml, dwime. In the same manner 2 Cor. 5: 1,2, to olxr^qiov ix 
&ssi and i* ovoctrov, is opposed to tw imytU*, (it means therefore ce- 
UsHsd, divine, i. e. immortal,) am! is conjoined with ulvrviog, ax^oonolr 
ipo$. All these forms of speaking, then, are to be treated as adjec- 
tives, except in those cases where the history or fact in question 
■bows that they must be taken according to the letter ; as when it is 
amid of man with reference to his creation, thai ix iijg p\g, or of the 
advent of Christ upon earth, tlrcxt or iXrjkcvB&ai i£ ovgavov. 

4 John 3: 31. 
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word earthly ? * Would he on this account be any more loose 
than one who translates, John is of the earth ? Can be be said 
to invent a meaning, while the other by adhering strictly to the 
letter expresses the true sense ? Suppose one should carry this 
rule through, and taking another passage, 9 render the sentence 
*7 int&vftla ix xov xoopov fori, lust is vicious, wicked; there 
might be some who would choose the sentiment were expressed 
with more care, but why and on what grounds, it is for them- 
selves to consider. So also, who can deny with a shadow of 
truth, that 6 (Sv ix Qeov 2 means one who is acquainted with 
religion, imbued with the knowledge of God and of divine 
things, faodiduxrog, hence, a true Christian, and particulary all 
true teacher? or, who can with propriety doubt that %oixoq 
means mortal, and ovgdviog, immortal ? 4 If then, in the first 
place, it is contrary to the grammatical laws which prevail in 
other languages, to render such' phrases word for word ; if 
again it is not sufficient to express the generic notion, as divine, 
celestial, but it is necessary for the sake of perspicuity to investi- 
gate the species subordinate to the genus, to find, that is, how far, 
in what respect, a thing is said to be divine 9 celestial; and, what 
is of chief importance, if various examples of all these phrases 
occur, making it apparent, that they are not every where used 
in the same way ; will it not be allowable, in any passage, to 
name the species instead of the genus, or to deduce the species 
from the genus, that is, to give the sense in place of the signifi- 
cation ? 1 might argue in the same manner respecting the 
words nvtvficciixog and aagxixog ; but for the sake of my rea- 
ders I must forbear. I add only, that it is by this substitution 
of one notion for another, of which I have been speaking, we ar- 
rive at those notions in systematic divinity, which are called 
dogmatic and proper ; when out of the various modes of de- 
scribing a thing, that one is selected or inductively ascertained, 

1 For the writer himself, John 3: 31, would be understood to in- 
clude in the words 6 iivwdsv or 4$ ovoarov ig/ouirog the meaning 
most exalted, toy orta inavot nurtw t as the adjunct notion to these 
words. 

9 1 John 2: 16. 3 1 John 4: 6, comp. 3 John 11. 

4 1 Cor. 15: 47 sq. But in the same manner as 6 wy ix tij$ yijg 
dor i £o<xo? signifies in this place, man formed of the earth is mortal ; 
so John 3: 31, 6 a>Wx xijg ytjg iatlr ix tijc yr& signifies, man born upon 
this earth is mean and insignificant. 
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which properly expresses the thing ; when, for instance, from 
the words draxabiooig, xaivtj %tioi$, imotpocpr}, fawcytWijat?, 
the conclusion is drawn that we must understand either the 
forsaking of the religion which one has hitherto followed, for 
Christianity, or the forsaking the love and practice of sin for the 
disposition and life required by the doctrine of Christ. It is not 
a distinctly deGned, dogmatic notion, that our bodies will here- 
after be celestial; but that they will endure forever is evidently 
a notion of this kind. 

The case sometimes occurs, that this rule of substituting one 
notion for another, from being wrongly understood, is abused. 
There are not wanting those who take it for granted, that every 
word which they find inserted in the glossaries, lexicons, ver- 
sions, or commentaries, in place of the word employed by the 
writer, for the purpose of explaining it, expresses the significa- 
tion of that word. They therefore seize upon this supposed 
signification, and apply it to another case, as if the usus loquendi 
were now clearly ascertained, whether it be allowed by the con- 
text or not, whether the connexion of notions be the same or 
different. I will illustrate this error by certain examples, not 
because I take any pleasure in exposing the mistakes of others, 
but because I have observed that this error is of no unfrequent 
occurrence, and it has therefore seemed to me proper to caution 
the student to be on his guard. I once saw a case in which 
Ovid's description of the river Peneus, which flows through the 
valley of Tempe in Thessaly : 

Peneus — sonitu plus quam vicina fatigat, 1 

was interpreted in the following manner : " The river Peneus, 
by the rush of its waters, excites (that is, attracts) the attention, 
not only of the neighbourhood, but even of remote regions." 
At first, I was at a loss to imagine what it was that led the au- 
thor to suppose the verb fatigat was to be taken in this particu- 
lar sense ; but after some inquiry I understood the reason to be 
this, that in a certain passage of Virgil, 9 where one is said socios 
fatigare, the verb fatigare bears the meaning to excite. Hence 
k seemed that the same signification might be attributed to the 
same word in the passage from Ovid. But what confounding 
of notions and things is this ! In Virgil a person is said/aftg-ar* 

1 Metamorph. I. 573. fl jEneid. IV. 572. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 10 
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socios, who urges them on with exhortations and encouragements, 
or if you please to express the sense with another word, who 
excites, instigates his companions. Now will you seize upon 
this case, and, because fatigare admits of being so explained in 
this passage, say ih*t fatigare may every where mean to excite, 
and be used for every species and mode of exciting ? and inter- 
pret the sentence fluvium strepitu an res fatigantem, a river 
which excites, attracts the attention, by its noise ? The truth is, 
a river sonitu fatigans means simply one which, by its incessant 
din, at last fatigues the ear, and vicina fatigans, one whose noise 
is heard by the neighbourhood without end, even to satiety and 
weariness. There is here, then, not the least resemblance with 
the passage of Virgil; unless we may take the sense of the word 
fatigare, which in this particular connexion, as found in Virgil, 
is expressed by a legitimate substitution of one notion for another, 
to stand for the signification of the word, or for the notion asso- 
ciated with the word by the usus loqvendi. — I have marked an- 
other example. Some one had read in John, 1 i^uv xov naxiga, 
tXttv xov viop, and had heard that it was to be explained, to ac- 
knowledge the Father, etc. Assisted by this remark, he imag- 
ined he had found a way of explaining that difficult passage,* 
where women are commanded *jr* iv i\ovoluv im xeyaXijg, and 
proceeded, without hesitation, to expound it as follows : They 
ought to acknowledge the authority in their head, i. e. in the 
person of the husband, or the authority of the husband. It is 
hardly to our purpose to refute this; I will however say, in re- 
ply, that the interpretation arose from confounding the significa- 
tion of the words with the sense of a passage. The sense, it is 
true, of the phrase t%Hv Beov 9 may be thus expressed, to ac- 
knowledge God, although this explanation falls short of expres- 
sing the whole meaning of the words ; because, in the first place, 
it is plain from the opposite, agvelo&at, zov Btov, that he is said 
1%hp rov Qtov, who adheres to the doctrine which he has re- 
ceived ; and again, in this epistle, t%Hv Seov and notrwviav 
*X HV f** T * G*ovi and thai iv Qtqi, are interchanged for each 
other, and denote the whole of that intimate relation between 
God and man which is produced by religion, and of which the 
acknowledgment of God is but a part. The sense, then, may 
be expressed as above ; but it does not follow that this is a sig- 
nification of the verb !%itv, which you are at liberty to transfer 
to whatever passage you please. But as the error is manifest 

1 1 John 2: 23. 5: 12. * 1 Cor. 11: 10. 
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in these examples, so I fear it may be the case, that Dot a few 
significations, taken in a similar manner from the Alexandrine 
Tersioo of the Hebrew text, where, as usual, the sense is loosely 
expressed, have been attached to Hebrew words, which cannot 
be given to these words under the name and in the place of a 
signification. Then again significations have been obtruded up- 
on certain Greek words of that version, which were designed to 
express the general sense of a passage, and not the signi6cations 
of single words, as if the translation had been word for word, 
and from thence transferred into the books of the New Testa- 
ment ; a case which, I fear, but too often occurs in the Exer- 
citationts Sacra of Heinsius. 

I have said enough respecting that method of giving the sense 
io place of the signification of single words, which consists in sub- 
stituting one notion for another. The other method, as was 
stated above, is to give a circumlocution of every word, the no- 
tion of which cannot be expressed by another single word, so as 
to exhaust the whole sense. Now if every writer had himself 
defined the words of this sort, as And oc ides 1 does intzipla in 
the Attic law, and Cicero 3 mores, in the works of the academi- 
cians and peripatetics ; or if words of this class were all techni- 
cal terras of the arts and sciences; this part of interpretation 
would be comparatively easy. But when words also of com- 
mon life receive, by the will of the writer, in only a single place, 
a force and signification increased by various accessory notions, 
which are not constantly associated with them either by the usus 
loquendi, or in other cases ; or when in certain passages certain 
words have a broader signification than belongs to them in their 
ordinary use, and there is, therefore, a call upon the discrimination 
and diligence of the interpreter, to define their meaning, from the 
opposites, from the object of the discourse, from the entire context, 
from history ; the thing is attended with a great deal more difficulty. 
Nor ought we to be surprised, if, in fixing upon the meaningof such 
words, men should be found to adopt very different opinions. 
We have a remarkable case of this kind in Matt. 5: 17, where 
%XriQ<»oat top vo/ao* tj rovs npoyytag is commonly rendered, 
either, to conform one J s life and conduct to the precepts given by 
Moses and the prophets ; or, to teach the doctrine of Moses 
and the prophets ; or, to do, to speak, to advance the things 
which were predicted by those ancient writers. But no one of 
these interpretations, taken alone, expresses the entire sense. 

1 Orat. de Mysteriis, p. 36 ed. Reisk. * Quawt Acad. 1.5. 
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For although the words xaxaXvaai and 7iXi]Q<Z>oai are shortly 
after exchanged for Xvoat and noirjocu, and so exchanged, that 
on account of this noirjaai (v.~i 9) nothing else can be under- 
stood than to obey or not to obey the prescriptions of the law, 
and therefore the same meaning must be attached to xaiaXvoai 
and nXrjpaioai; yet with this signification another is associated, 
viz. truly and exactly to teach the doctrines of the law, that olhers 
may not be led into error, either of opinion or practice. 1 This 
signification is necessarily associated with the former. For, in 
the first place, Christ expressly adds didaoxtw (v. 19), and thus 
enlarges the compass of the word, and shows in what sense he 
would be understood, what accessory notion he means to have 
implied. But we are bound to hear this interpreter of his own 
words. In the second place, he is disputing with Jewish teach- 
ers, who not only violated the divine law in their practice, but 
perverted it by their false interpretations. In the third place, 
let us ask what is his object in the whole of this passage, where 
he demonstrates at length that he fulfils, nXriQciocu, the ancient 
doctrine? He exhibits himself as a teacher, places his own dis- 
cipline in opposition to that of the Jewish schools, and teaches 
with accuracy and truth the doctrines of religion. As then the 
accessory meaning to which I have just adverted is expressly 
joined to the verbs Xvaai and noiijoai; the same must be un- 
derstood as being joined to the verbs xaraXvaai and nXfigwoat, 
which are interchanged with the former ; not that this conjoint 
signification is constant, but because a second signification is, 
in this particular passage, added to the first, so that both should 
be understood at one and the same time. 9 So when Christ de- 

1 Chrysostom, in bis Homily on this place, after having enumerated 
various opinions concerning the word nXyQwacu, finally prefers that, 
which we are now exhibiting. He says then among other things : 
€ Xquttoq SiOQ&oi xbv vopov. Tqavoitqov fiiXXu Uyuv. Tot vno xov 
Xquttov Xtyuptva ovx i\v aralytcrig tuv nqoiiquv (i. e. of the law and 
the prophets) aX£ inixavig (he urges more diligently, inculcates more 
severely) xal nXjooxTig. 'O Xoiaxbg imxtfou n)v agnijv. Ovx ivavn~ 
ovxat, aXXa avyxqoiu aura. c vopog «/** nXuova aacpdXeiotr. Thus 
broad is the meaning of the verb nXrjQWTat in this place, in the 
opinion of Chrysostom ; for he supposes that all this is comprehended 
in that single word. 

9 That when a doctrine is said nXtioova&ai, there is contained in 
the word nXr\qovv the notion of living and acting up to the requisi- 
tions of the doctrine in question, is evident from the examples, Rom. 
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clares, first, that it is bis design nXrjgdjaat ; secondly, that it is 
not his design xaraXvoai ; thirdly, that he only deserves to be 
approved, who both lives as the law requires, and teaches it with 
truth and exactness ; it follows, that Christ nXrjpwv tov vopow 
xml tQvg ngoquiTag, means, be lives conformably to the law, and 
teaches it correctly to others. The general scope of the argu- 
ment is this : Christ neither is, nor wishes to be considered, a 
teacher of the same character with the Jewish teachers. They 
penrerted the doctrines of revelation, both by their teaching and 
by their life, which is the sense of xaiaXvoai. It is, therefore, 
the design of Christ to establish those doctrines, both by his 
teaching and by bis life, which is the sense of TtXrjguiocu. But 
if the interpreter who retains only one notion of the verb, and 
admits in nlrjgaiaai no other sense than that of a life agreeable 
to the law, does not exhaust the entire meaning of the passage ; 
m> also, for the same reason, he is in an error, who finds in this 
verb no other meaning than that of correctly teaching. As to 
the opinion which some have entertained, that nXrjgcjoai has re- 
spect to the fulfilment of prophecies, it is not so true, that this 
sense belongs to the word in this particular passage of Matthew, 
as that it usually may belong to it, and from this circumstance, 
is said to belong to it in other places. But let it be there, I 
do not object. Yet if any one maintains that this is the only 
thing referred to, it does not meet the case ; for the object here 
is simply to declare in what light Christ will be regarded as a 
teacher of religion, the question not relating to bis whole work 
as a matter of prophecy. But let us apply these remarks, which 
have been so often repeated, to our present object. If, then, 
nXrigoxjeu is, to establish, to confirm by one's teaching and life ; 
k is very evident that this interpretation does not depend on the 
common signification of the word ; but that the compass of the 
signification, which this place demands, must be ascertained by 
going through the parts, and the notion of the verb collected 
from the vsus loquendi, from the opposites, from the object of 
the discourse, from what the writer himself has added and de- 
signed to have united with these words, from history ; for each 
of these particulars contributes something to the full and cora- 

13: 8. Gal. 6: 2. That it also contains the sense of correctly teaching, 
appears from the use of the verb 1733. Com p. Buxtorf. Lex. Talmud, 
p. 451. Vitringre Obeerv. Sacr. Tom. I. p. 207. Schoettgen. Hor. 
Hebr. et Talm. Tom. I. p. 27. 
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» 
plete notion of these words, in this place. But a notion, con- 
sisting of so many parts, could with difficulty be expressed by 
any single word of another language, which should comprise tbe 
whole. For although Xuocu might be not badly translated to 
pervert, and nXtipwocu to establish, yet the question returns, 
what is it to pervert or establish a doctrine, (for this may be 
done in various ways,) and tbe meaning must be more fully ex- 
plained, so that readers may understand that what tbe writer 
had chiefly in view was this : The doctrine is misrepresented by 
false interpretations, and the life of the teacher does not corre- 
spond to its requisitions. Thus the interpretation is reduced to 
a circumlocution, and wherever this is employed, the sense is 
given in place of the signi6cation. The student of sacred lite- 
rature, then, should often turn his attention to this rule when be 
meets with such words as possess among the Hebrews a mani- 
fold signiGcation, as aa&tveia, o*qI, nvevpa, and such, in which 
several significations are sometimes compacted together, as it 
were, in the same place, so that it becomes in a manner neces- 
sary for tbe interpreter to define one word of this class by two 
in another language. Thus it is scarcely possible, in every case, 
to explain without % a circumlocution the phrase (laaiUia zw 
ovQavwp, because all the parts of this word, viz. the church of 
Christ, the blessings belonging peculiarly to this church both on 
earth and in a future world, then God as the author of all these, 
or, the agency of God in planning, decreeing and executing tlic 
whole economy,— all these are sometimes to be understood as 
embraced and comprehended together. 

Here I may be allowed to express my views respecting the 
duty of one who translates books into another language, in re- 
gard to passages of this sort. So far as it regards the first class, 
then, where one notion is substituted for another, I might say in 
general, that it should be the endeavour of tbe translator to bave 
the notion of the word, which is substituted for another, come 
as near as possible to the notion of the word for which it is sub- 
stituted ; upon an attention to which, indeed, the highest merit 
of translations usually depends. But it rarely suffices to give 
general rules ; and who does not see that this must be done, of 
bis own accord ? I will endeavour to descend to particulars. 
A translator, then, should place a figure, wherever tbe writer 
employs a figure for the sake of ornament or variety ;* a signifi- 

1 € Tygow y&og, as the Greeks express it, Lycurg. in Leocr. 10. law 
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cant word where the writer himself has placed such a word ;* he 
should avoid figures where the writer himself expresses himself 
in plain language ; he should not employ technical words of the 
arts and sciences, like the word perfection, instead of the words 
of common life, like the word probity, which the writer has em- 
ployed; as when the sacred writers say of a man that he is 
ttli&og; he should not use a generic term, where the writer has 
employed a specific one ; s nor the antecedent in place of the 
consequent. 3 As it respects expressions which depend solely 

foawuw Plutarch. Pelop. c. 19, cannot be translated humid dispo- 
sition ; it should be rendered, therefore, by a change of metaphor, 
pliant, flexible, one which may he trained. 'Extoo^vyiiy, to incline, pre- 
ponderate to the other side, 2 Cor. 6: 14. Comp. the passage from 
Photius in Wetstein and in Catena Occumenii, p. 533. t Pr i lov xal 
(torpor, Is. 54: 1. Gal. 4: 27, rumpc vocem ; comp. IntL ad Virg. Mn. 
II. 129. '(hrfirj Suvaiov and tanjg, « deadly and a salubrious odour, or, 
m object which destroys and refreshes by its odour, 2 Cor. 2: 15. Comp. 
Buxtorf. Lex. Rab. Talm. p. 1493. Schoetgen. Hor. Hebr. et Talm. 
Tom. I. p. 683. Schulz, in edit. Epp. ad Corinth, ad b. 1. But 
what is added for the sake of explaining, tig -frdvarov, tig fwijy, should 
be rendered noxious, useful, or, rendering miserable, or happy. For 
these are added, not to embellish, but to explain that the preaching of 
the apostles is here said to be a fragrant object, which refreshes, in 
so far as it is useful, renders the man who receives it happy ; and that it 
is compared to deadly odours, in so far as it tends to the injury of such 
as reject it when offered to them. But by confining this rule to fig- 
ures which are employed for the sake of embellishment and variety, 
I mean to nave it understood, that in respect to other figures, which 
enter into the language of ordinary life, it is left free to the translator 
to use proper words in their place ; a case which occurs in the in- 
stance of many words, expressing a notion peculiar to religion or to 
some science, as arayervao&ai, bturtQiyto&at, and in the schools of 
the Academy xardXrupig, to which a like figure in other languages 
might hardly correspond. 

1 I mean what the Greek rhetoricians call or)uartut6v, i. e. very 
emphatic, significant. Such a case occurs in Paul's epistle to the 
PbUippians, c. 3: 2, piinere n)v xcrtaioutji', beware of that mutilation of 
doctrine, which those defenders of Judaism support ; and tttoi/o crnx/cu* 
tov xoapov, Gal. 4: 9, of the ritual laws of the Jews, as very insignifi- 
cant elements. 

* He should not render %yyov xalov a good action, recte factum, but 
a kindness, beneficium, John 10. 33. Matt. 26: 10. 2 Cor. 9: 8. The 
same use is frequently made of rifJ*J5£ and *n. 

3 "Aztpnog an\q, in Sophocles, Oed. Tyr. v. 344, should not be 
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upon an excited state of mind, as reproaches, 1 complaints, 9 
lamentations, indignation, 3 so also proverbs, and forms of speak- 
ing similar to proverbs, 4 he should carefully compare them with 
the language of common life, and express in the translation 
what the men of our own country and age say under similar cir- 
cumstances, so as neither to give the sense in a vague and gen- 
eral manner, nor to produce a translation too close to the letter. 
And in all cases he should estimate the import and force of sub- 
stantives (subjects) from the nature and import of adjectives and 
verbs (predicates), the observance of which will serve as a very 
sure rule in substituting one notion for another, and an ever 
present remedy against error and negligence. But what I have 
now said may suffice ; he who would enter more fully and accu- 
rately into the laws of translation, must first examine into the 
principles of these laws. These principles are to be found io 
the design, which is to give a close version and not a loose para- 
rendered severe, inexorable, but cruel, imihitis. In Rom. 8: 27, and 
1 Cor. 2: 10, iqtvvav t« nana, should not be expressed to know, but to 
penetrate (with the understanding) all things. These expressions I 
know are similar; but the translator of a hook should be urged to use 
the greatest possible care. 

1 Concerning the word ($ax«, Matt. 5: 22, Cbrysostom (p. 199, ed. 
Frank f.) writes : ov (isydXtjg iarly vpomg (ij(ia, alia pallor xaiayoo- 
yri<rmg xal ohytaolag. So far well ; but that which follows is much 
better, where he compares the thing with a fact in common life : xo> 
&dnso rjpslg ij oixhaig ij xuri i&v xaTadnvriowy innunorng Xiyoptp ' 
SittlS-e ov * tint tw deivi av ' outo) xal ol ijj JSvqwf xfXQtjfisyoi ylmrj] 
€ JPmta Xiyovaw, ami xov 2v iovxo Ti\Hn$g. From this both the ren- 
dering and the sense may be much more correctly ascertained than 
by following out the etymology. I would not make Chrysostom and 
the use of the Greek language in common life a rule of interpretation ; 
I am aware that this §axd must be explained from the Hebrew lan- 
guage ; hut I am showing what it is to illustrate such words by com- 
parisons drawn from common life, and by referring to the manners 
and words of another race. 

9 € H tpv/ii ntoiXvJiog /<m totg &avdxov. 

3 Ps. 69: 10 in the translation of Luther is well rendered ; but the 
same words repeated in John 2: 17, are badly rendered. In the for- 
mer case he consulted common life, in the latter confined himself to 
the letter. 

4 2 Cor. 10: 12, iavxov kavroj finqetv, to measure one's self by one's 
se{f; avyxqiyeiy kavrov kavto), to estimate one's self by one's sejf. lb. 
6: 7, *xu* onXa da£*a xa* dountqa, to be armed on either hand. 
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phrase ; m the duty of translating with fidelity ; in the impor- 
tance of so proceeding that the reader may have k in his power, 
and may be led, to form a just and accurate conception of the 
thing; in the necessity of exhibiting, at the same time, the ex- 
ternal beauties of diction found in the original ; in the aim to 
employ another language so that it may seem as if the writer 
himself must express himself just as we translate, and use this 
proverb, this exclamation, this formula, were he to write in our 
language. 

As to the latter class, which consists of those words which are 
to be expressed by a circumlocution, there is one rule which, in 
my opinion, a translator ought carefully to observe, viz. to imi- 
tate the writer himself in selecting a word which, though it may 
not exhaust, is at least adequate to express, that notion com- 
posed of several parts, such for instance as those which have al- 
ready been mentioned, Xuoai, to pervert, nXtjgcioai, to establish. 
But he should remind the reader of the increased compass 
which, in this place, is to be given to the signification of the 
word : thus he will neither be censured, because he has not ex- 
hausted the whole meaning, (for the writer himself has failed to 
do this,) nor be liable to the charge of obtruding his own senti- 
ment and mode of explanation upon the writer's language. 

I have thus spoken on that part of the subject which relates 
to giving the sense instead of the signification, in explaining or 
translating single words. We are now to consider entire sen- 
tences and proposition, which, where they do not admit of being 
translated word for word without obscuring rather than throwing 
light upon the meaning, are so treated that the sense may be 
substituted for the significations. In what way this is to be un- 
derstood, I have already explained. Sometimes, then, where 
the writer has given a sign or symbol of some truth, the inter- 
preter presents the truth itself indicated by that sign : as when 
interpreters show that the phrase, * God descending from heav- 
en, 9 means God executing some glorious work, or acting in gen- 
eral, knowing, propitious or not propitious ; l or when they show 

1 Homer said that God ivuipr xrvaiotp, comes to attend sacrifices, 
(ILff. 67.) Hence Rhea in Apollon. Rhod. 1. 1141, is avxair\ daluw, 
a goddess that attends sacrifices, or tvXiTartvrog, as the scholiasts ex- 
plain it. So in the hymns of Orpheus, (10, 21,) God is said (ialyuy 
inl Xoifiaig. Injill these cases the proper will of the deity is to be 
understood* 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 11 
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that Christ, sitting at the right hand of God, is Christ reigning 
with God ; 1 or when they remind us that in the oriental writers, 
the obscuring of the sun, the darkening of the moon, the trem- 
bling of the stars, is the symbol of disastrous times ; and thus, 
whenever it is said that these natural events are about to take 
place, the only thing to be understood is, that there are to be 
disastrous times, in which nature, as it were, will seem threat- 
ened with destruction. Here belong all the passages in which 
God is described as appearing visibly in the character of the fu- 
ture judge, with forms taken from the customs of men, that is, 
so far as the sense is concerned, dnodoiowv ixaotco xaxa tiqv 
nga^iy aviov, as it is expressed Matt. 16: 27. 

In explaining these passages, there is no one but sees that the 
sense must be pointed out ; it is not so easy, however, to un- 
derstand how it is best to proceed in translating. For in the 
first place, where it is evident from the enumerating of many 
signs, that a description is intended picturing forth the thing to 
the life, a every thing must be closely rendered ; for the inter- 
preter who should here attempt to abridge, or to express the 
sense in a summary way, would mangle the diction of the wri- 
ter ; because it is not the writer's intention to present a concise 
statement to the mind, but to exhibit a picture before the eye. 
Again, in respect to particular forms of speaking, if a translation 
by preserving them leads to no error, but any one who reads 
the translation perceives that these words are to be understood 
differently from what they are read, (i. e. not to the letter,) as, 
for instance, when God is spoken of as a man, avVQunonaddZg ; 
there is no reason why they should be changed into a para- 
phrase or explanation. For who would mistake or hesitate 

1 Him whom David (Ps. 110: 1) describes sitting upon the right 
hand of God until he triumphs over all his enemies, Paul (1 Cor. 15: 
25) describes as reigning until he triumphs over all his enemies. 
Therefore to sit upon one's right hand, is to reign with him. The 
angels, as it is asserted in Heb. 1: 13, 14, are nowhere said to Bit on 
the right hand of God ; but they are every where called ministers, i. e. 
we nowhere read that the go vera men t is committed to them ; comp. 
Heb. 2: 5. 10: 12. The Jewish priests perform their daily repeated 
sacrifices standing, after the manner of servants, *Tr^n n 2Di> tPIB* 
and CSHD ; Christ, having finished his sacrifice, is no longer a minis- 
ter, but sits at the right hand of God, i. e. reigns. This is correctly 
explained by Vitringa, Obs. Sacr. lib. 2. c. 7. 

9 As Matt. 24: 29, 30, 31. Joel 3: 1. Daniel 7: 9. — Gavtwria 
ivafyif. LidvXonoi'La. Long, de Subl. c. 15. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Sense and Signification of Word$. 83 

about the meaning, if be should read that men thrown into afflic- 
tion approach as suppliants to the throne of God ? But if the 
translation, in so far as it is translation — that is, in so far as it is 
a book written for instance in the English language, and read 
by the unlearned, who do not understand the language from 
which it is translated, or if they understand it generally, are 
unable to interpret a book written in it, from being unacquaint- 
ed with the necessary rules and helps, — if the translation, view- 
ed in this light, either leads necessarily to error, because it ren- 
ders word for word, or conveys a contrary sentiment, or none 
at all : I see not, why we should hesitate to express the sense 
of the proposition in place of the signiGcation of the words, es- 
pecially, if an argument is pursued, which does not depend 
upon the words, but upon the sense, and which no one could 
comprehend, but by leaving the words out of view and consider- 
ing the sense of the proposition. Such, as it appears to me, are 
the phrases, to intercede for men, 1 and to sit on theright hand of the 
king, 2 which for these reasons were so expressed, as it seemed 
to me they ought to be expressed, in a German version of the 
epistle to the Hebrews, published some years since at Leipsic. 
Such are, Christ became poor, that men might be rich? and, the 

1 Heb. 7: 25. How can intercession in tbe proper sense, that is, 
prayer for favour or pardon to be bestowed on another, have place 
between God and bis Son ? But comp. what I have said in the tract 
it utiiitaU notionum unwersarum in Thtologia, Dissertations vol 1. p. 
239, particularly p. 298. 

s Heb. 1: 13. The phrase interpreted with reference to our own 
manners, would be, to occupy a superior place ; with reference to those 
of the East, to be one of the princes of the realm. Is either true of 
Chrwt, sitting at the right hand of tbe Father ? Can it then be 
translated word for word ? 

3 2 Cor. 8: 9. Christ at no time, neither before he was visibly pre- 
sent on the earth, nor during the time of his life here, was rich, in the 
common sense of the word, and as they were whom Paul was de- 
sirous should contribute of their wealth to the poorer class. It can- 
not then be simply rendered in this way ; but requires the addition, 
perfectly blessed. Christ was poor as we are said to be poor, and as 
they were, concerning whose relief the apostle is speaking. It 
ought therefore to be simply rendered in this way. We are not, in 
the proper sense, made rich by the poverty and humiliation of Christ 
It cannot therefore be simply rendered in this way ; but with the ad- 
dition we are enriched with benefits* 
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heavens must receive, 1 which last I think without any doubt 
should be rendered, must be exalted above all? and explained, 
must reign with absolute power. 

In other instances, what writers have said concerning the 
part or species, interpreters have transferred to the whole 
or to the class, and the reverse. For the sentiment which 
viewed in the former light is too obscure, or harsh, or to 
be understood with limitation, if it be viewed in the latter, be- 
comes more clear, more delicate, and accurately expressed. 
The wish of David that the habitation of his enemies, and so of 
the Messiah's, might be desolate, was fulfilled, according to the 
interpretation of Peter, 3 upon Judas the betrayer of Christ, and 
is to be referred to him. But it is apparently to be understood in 
one way as applied to the enemies of David, (if the passage may 
be supposed to have had primary reference to tbem,) and in 
another as applied to Judas. As applied to the enemies of Da- 
vied it may be understood literally ; but not so in reference to 
Judas ; for bow does it appear, that the habitation of Judas be- 
came deserted and desolate after his death ? In truth, it would 
be necessary to do violence to the passage, and resort to inge- 
nious trifling, to make out that the passage, as referred to him, 
is to be literally understood. 4 We must make the trial, there- 
fore, in what way the sense may be given in universum. To 

1 Acts 3: 21. 

9 If all had thought so, and had compared a passage of the Old 
Testament (Ps. 115: 3), or the words in. our Lord's prayer (Matt 6: 
9); if they had there concluded, that the wjpreme governor of all is 
to be understood, r>tS yctt — r~K ir3 , where God is said to be in 
heaven ; and had no't trifletf upon ' the word df/iadai ; the question 
surely would never have been proposed, whether Christ took pos- 
session of heaven, or heaven of him, nor would it hove been thought 
that the majesty of Christ was diminished by being confined as it 
were to a place, nor would Beza have composed such a note as he 
has written. The sense, the sense must be sought for ; not the 
significations of single words. By no means. 

'* Acts 1:20. 

* Some who perceived that the passage could not he understood 
Kteraily, chose to understand the desolate habitation as referring to 
Hie vacated office. But they neither perceived how forced this 
would be, nor considered what would follow. If a vacant house is a 
vacated office, and it follows, let no man dwell therein, the sense of 
these words would necessarily be, either, may he have no successor, or, 
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express, then, against one, the wish that Iris house may become 
desolate, is to express generally the wish that he may be re- 
moved out of the way, destroyed. Imprecations are expres- 
sbos in which, as we may see in common life, the words them- 
selves are not always regarded, but the evil generally in which 
h 13 desired that one may be involved : for the language, in which 
imprecations are commonly conceived, serves only to evince by 
ks moderation or vehemence, the greater or less degree of pas- 
sioo with which the mind is affected, and the greater or less de- 
gree of evil which it is desired should fall upon the offender. 
1W, to the imprecation of which I am now speaking, the ad- 
junct is, let him be destroyed, and the desolaie habitation is, 
rhetorically speaking, the image of the destruction ; logically 
speaking, the part or species of the destruction ; in the lan- 
guage of common life, the example of the destruction. So if 
we should say, that the meaning in general contained in these 
words, as referred to Judas, is, may he be destroyed, and avoid 
pressing too close to the letter, we should express no more than 
what really happened to Judas, and this sense would agree with 
tbe design of Peter's discourse. What Peter wished to show 
was, if Judas has perished, he must have a successor. But if 
tbe passage is taken according to the letter, the conclusion 
would not follow : 'Because the habitation of Judas is des- 
olate, he must have a successor.' Therefore, according to 
« common custom, Peter selects from an imprecatory Psalm 
of some length a single imprecation, not because this is to 
be specially regarded, above all the rest, but that it may 
appear, to whom all those imprecations may or ought to be 
referred. For are we to suppose that Paul in repeating the 
words of David, Rom. 11:9, was anxious that those particular 
forms of expression should be retained and insisted upon? On 
tbe contrary, he shows that the imprecatory Psalm in question 
applies as a whole to the Jews. Is it his design that those figu- 
rative words should be interpreted as referring to some particu- 
lar form of evil, as to poverty or to disease ? By no means ; 
but be shows that the general sentiment contained in those im- 
precations is, let evil fall vpon my enemies. At the same time, 
it is obvious that in translating passages of this sort, it is not 

•oj fce not recover his office. How incongruous this is to the place, 
need not be shown. — The passage in tbe Epistle to the Romans 
(11: 9) certainly proves, that the language of imprecation must not 
every where be understood literally. 
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enough to give the sense in genera], but the very words of the 
writer are to be rendered and expressed as they stand ; for 
otherwise, readers might indeed know what the writer had gen- 
erally before his mincT; but they would be left in ignorance as 
to the words, the force or elegance of the diction, with which 
the writer had expressed what was in his thoughts. 

I now come to those expressions which are allegorical, or il- 
lustrate a fact by a similitude. In the interpretation, then, of 
allegories and similitudes, we proceed so as to derive from them 
the general sentiment or proposition, which contains summarily 
and properly expressed, the truth or fact the writer designed to 
illustrate. For it is proper, in explaining an allegory, to fix the 
attention upon that which the writer had particularly in view in 
composing it. The object of all writers in introducing allego- 
ries into discourse, is not so much to direct the minds of their 
hearers to the similitude, as to the fact illustrated by the simili- 
tude, the general sentiment ; or, what amounts to the same thing, 
it is not the signification of the words by themselves considered, 
but the import and sense of the whole passage, which they wish 
chiefly to be regarded. Thus, for instance, when Christ was 
asked why he allowed his disciples to fast but seldom or not at 
all, he answered, according to his usual custom, by allegories ; x 
and employed the three following similitudes,— the guests are not 
usually sad when the bridegroom is present ; a new piece of 
cloth is not put upon an old garment ; new wine is not put into 
old bottles. To these Luke adds a fourth, 9 — No man having 
drunk old wine, straightway desireth new. In these similitudes, 
because they are similitudes, there must be contained, as I have 
just said, a general sentiment, which must be understood before 
the import of Christ's reply can be understood. The sentiment 
here, as it seems to me, is this, that in common life it is not 
usual for men to do what is unsuitable to the time, place, circum- 
stances, etc. For if a man should begin to be sad at a feast, or 
should apply a new piece of cloth upon an old garment, would 
not his conduct be generally deemed unsuitable and absurd ? 
Such things in common life are repugnant to the time, place, 
and circumstances. So whether one employs all these simili- 
tudes or only one of them, the same sentiment may, and indeed 
ought, always to be understood. When Christ then was asked, 
why he allowed his disciples to be less strict than others in this 
respect, he gives the following reason by similitudes : Because it 
is not usual for any one, in the affairs of common life, to do 

1 Matt 9: 14—18. ~ » Luke 5: 39. 
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readily what is unsuitable and inconsistent, neither should or 
ought he to do in regard to his disciples, nor compel them to do, 
what was suitable neither to the time nor to the circumstances: 
But it had been unsuitable to tbe time and circumstances, if, 
while he was yet present with them, as their guide and teacher, 
be bad insisted upon their passing a life of sorrow and mortifica- 
tion, and induced them to multiply to no purpose rites of this 
sort ; especially when he knew, that as soon as he was remov- 
ed from the earth, these disciples would be subjected to a mul- 
titude of evils and those of the heaviest kind. He therefore 
who knew, that his friends were at some future period to enter 
upon a life full of calamities, and yet would not allow them, 
when they might, to live in comparative comfort and enjoyment, 
but should burthen them with troubles sooner than was necessa- 
ry, would surely do what was repugnant to the circumstances, 
to tbe place and time, to the men, and finally to the love due 
towards others ; or he would do the same thing as if one should 
put on a sad countenance at a feast, or sew a new piece of 
clodi upoo an old garment, or pour new wine into old bottles ; 
io a word, he would do what was discordant with the feelings, 
and judgment of men in common life. If it shall appear to any 
one that this method of explaining a similitude does not exhaust 
tbe whole meaning, because so many words must be neglected, 
io reducing them all to a single sentiment, let him follow tbe 
method of tbe ancient, and of not a few modern, commentators ; 
let bim examine all the parts of this similitude to tbe minutest 
particular, and explaiu them one by one ; that the bridegroom is 
tbe spouse of tbe church ; the wine, the gospel ; the old and 
tbe new indicates the doctrine of the Pharisees and of Christ ; 
tad tbe rest in the same way. 1 For my own part, I am wont, 
io explaining allegories, to follow the custom of common life, 
with which the voice of nature is in unison, and which may be 
easily estimated from the design and manner of using allegories, 
fables and similitudes 9 . Would that, in the reading of ancient 

1 Sec Jerome ad b. 1. Opp. IX. p. 27. ed. Erasm. Chrysostomi 
ad h. 1. Homll. p. 961. Gerbardi Harmon. Tom I. p. 729. 

9 Comp. the dissertation De causis quibus aUegoriarum inierprcta- 
tio ntiitur, Vol. I. p. 370.— The excursus of W. Abr. Teller to Turre- 
tin De mterprttatione S. S. p. 105. J. C. G. Ernesti de U*u Vit* 
cowuKum* ad hUerpretationem A*. T. Lips. 1779. Lowth on the Sa- 
cred Poetry of the Hebrews, Lectures 6th and 7th, with the notes of 
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authors, the language, opinions, and customs of common life 
had more frequently been made a rule of interpretation ! 

If it be true, that all the rules of rhetoric have been derived 
from nature, and from the observation of nature in common life ; 
still, how shall we ever determine, that what we have learned, is not 
the opinions of others upon language and style, mere q*Xooo- 
(povptva, instead of that human art itself, which is in unison with 
common life, unless we have ascertained the agreement of what 
we have learned with common life and daily experience ? If it be 
true, that whatever book we read, is, as it were, the discourse of 
some individual addressed to ourselves ; can we persuade our- 
selves that we come to the true sense of the book, if, in read- 
ing, we pursue a course directly contrary to what we are accus- 
tomed to do in hearing ? if we take words in a sense in which 
no one is accustomed to take them in common life ? if we look 
for mountains in every syllable, when no one ever expects any 
such thing in the language of common life ? if we deny a writer 
that equity, which is the first law of conversation, viz. to press 
nothing too far, to judge of a speaker by the same liberal rule 
which we allow ourselves in speaking ; if we suppose that he 
has written for the purpose of affording us an opportunity of di- 
gressing, of indulging the flights of our imagination, and while 
he is talking of the earth, of wandering away to heaven ? Pray 
let us consider how many errors, how many opinions and diffi- 
culties, to take a single example, have been introduced into the 
ancient poets by such as have undertaken to interpret poems, 
while they spurned nature, of which common life forms a part. 
What wisdom has been forcibly obtruded upon Homer, where 
he breathes nothing but nature and common life ! Consider 
what torture has been practised upon the sacred writers, by such 
as have well nigh forgotten, that although they wrote under the 
influence of inspiration, yet they were men, employed human 
language, and wrote in such a manner, as that by the aid of lan- 
guage their readers could understand them ; that is, in such a 
manner as the genius of the language permitted. It may hap- 
pen, indeed, that in this way, we shall be thought to possess but 
a small share of learning, because we do not everywhere declare 
that what others know, we know too ; but, on the other hand, 
how great will be our satisfaction, if all that is around us, all that 
is embraced in common life, proclaims that we are in the right, 
that the truth is as we say and think. It may happen also, that 
we may seem to be wanting in modesty in our mode of treating 
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the sacred volume, too liberal, too much given to xcuroXoyia. 
But how great will be our consolation, if the reasons of our in- 
terpretations are founded upon common precepts, which in inter- 
pretation have the force of evidence ; and not upon such as are 
at variance with the whole nature and custom of language ; like 
those which Turretin judiciously refutes. Let it not be under- 
stood from this that I would condemn logical subtilty to neglect. 
By no means : for neither can the true doctrine be understood 
without this, nor can he who has collected ever so many facts, 
lay claim to the title of learned, unless he knows how to arrange, 
define, and defend them. And who would desire to be without 
the advantages of such a logic, by which one is enabled to learn 
with so much more of certainty, ease, rapidity, clearness, and 
system ? But after we have thus learned, the whole of our ac- 
quisitions must be examined by the standard of common life, in 
order that it may appear what we have learned for ourselves, 
what for others, what for the school, and what for life. 



Abt. III. On the Hypothesis of the Egyptian or In- 
dian Origin of the name Jehovah. 

By Professor Tbolock, of Halle. Translated from the German by the Editor * 

The reproach has often been brought against the defenders of 
the scriptural faith, that in their apologetical works they have 

• From Tholuck's " Literarischer Anzeiger" for May 1832, No. 
27 sq. — The present article is selected as an appropriate and interest- 
ing supplement to that on the " Import of the name Jehovah," by Mr 
Ballantine, in the preceding Number of this work. Besides its in- 
trinsic merits, it presents us with a curious example of the facility 
with which a convenient polemical error may glide into general cur- 
rency, without any other foundation than hasty inference, hardy asser- 
tion, and the authority of distinguished names. — Editor. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 12 
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paid less regard to the weight than to the number of their argu- 
ments ; and that therefore in the production of historical testi- 
mony they too often fail in a proper degree of critical skill. 
This reproach cannot, indeed, be entirely put aside, either ia 
regard to the earlier or more recent apologists; — we are think- 
ing here of Stolberg, whose historical testimonies are only too 
often aublestae fidei. But that the adversaries have the same 
reproach to bring against their own party, is a fact not less firm- 
ly established. We will not say a word here of Voltaire's well 
known airy citations, of which we shall adduce below a remark- 
able example ; but even the critical rationalism of Germany 
cannot acquit itself wholly of the charge of similar want of criti- 
cal acumen. Among various other proofs of this assertion, the 
following, which has respect to the origin of the name Jehovah, 
may also hold a place. 

That the name which God ascribes to himself in the books of 
Moses, that holy name which the Jew did not dare pronounce, 
and which the early christian church in general referred to an 
immediate communication from God himself, — that this name 
was known in Egypt long before the time of Moses, and was 
adopted by this lawgiver, with most of his other institutions, from 
that country, is regarded in our day as a fact so unquestioned 
and unquestionable, as to have passed already into general cur- 
rency in the " Conversations-Lexicon j" 1 and seems to many, 
probably, for this very reason, so much the less susceptible of 
doubt. 

The person who brought this opinion into such general circu- 
lation, is alas! one of our classic writers — it is Schiller, — who, 
in his essay on the Mission of Moses? has narrated in a man- 
ner not less superficial than insolent, the history of the lawgiver 
of Israel, — the history of him to whom the Redeemer of the 
world appeals, as a witness for himself. In this essay, the Egyp- 
tian origin of the name Jehovah is spoken of as a fact no longer 
requiring any proof; it is directly presupposed. — That treatises 
like this, under the sanction of a name which for Germany is so 



1 Art. Jehovah. The "Conversations- Lexicon" exhibits here, as 
elsewhere, the wise reserve of u not meaning to determine" how 
much was borrowed by Moses from Egypt ; but the name Jehovah, 
at least, was certainly known there. [The article here referred to is 
incorporated into the Encyclopaedia Americana.] — Ed. 

8 Die Sendung Mosis, first printed in Thalia, lOten Heft. 
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imposing, should come into circulation in thousands and ten 
thousands of copies, and thus determine the views of the great 
mass of the public, is greatly to be deplored ; and so much the 
more in the present case, since this essay, apart from its irre- 
ligious spirit, is as wholly destitute of any scientiGc character 
md of any fundamental knowledge of the subject, as any thing 
that Voltaire ever wrote. However highly, therefore, we may 
appreciate the talent of an author ; yet talent without study, on 
subjects which demand a real and profound acquaintance with 
the facts of the case, can of necessity build only on the sand. 

But in regard to the present essay, the leading ideas of it do 
not even belong to Schiller himself; for he admits at the close, 
that be borrowed them from the book of Brother Decius on the 
Hebrew Mysteries. Now as to this book, we need only know 
the history of its origin, in order to judge of the learning con- 
tained in it, and of its fides in general. The author of this little 
work, which made a great noise in its day, was the celebrated 
Retnbold. 1 It appeared at the time when freemasonry was in 
its most flourishing state; and when in the twofold direc- 
tion which it took, the mystic-crypto-catholic and the illumina- 
tive, 2 it bad got possession of some of the noblest minds of Ger- 
many. The attempt was now made to represent even Jesus as 
the pupil of some secret school, as of the Essenes, or of the 
Egyptian priests. 3 Reinhold also, who bad been trained by the 
Jesuits, had already become in Vienna a zealous freemason ; 
and bad thus escaped but a short time from bis former mental 
slavery in that city, before he came out with the juvenile attempt 4 
to represent Moses as the pupil of mysteries, and even as the 
primeval founder of the [Hebrew] lodge, so celebrated in those 
days. 5 The very object of this work would of itself lead us to 
anticipate any thiog rather than deep and learned investigation ; 

1 Prof, of Philosophy at Jena, and afterwards at Kiel ; born at Vi- 
enna 1758, died 1823. 

* The former prevailed in Berlin, Holstein, Hamburg ; the latter 
was exemplified by Weishaupt in Bavaria, and by Barth. 

3 Kastner's Agapt ; see Heubner zu Reinhard's Plan Jesu, p. 122, 
and A pp. III. 

4 First printed in the Wiener Mavrerjournal, long before it was 
published in Leipsic ; see Rein hold's Lebtn, p. 25. 

5 Die Hebraischen Mysterien oder die alteste religiose Freimaure- 
rei. In zwey Vorieaungen etc von Bruder Decius. Leipzig 1788. 
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and in point of fact such investigation was impossible for a young 
man in bis circumstances, educated as a Jesuit, and entangled 
in a hundred philosophical and belles-lettres projects. The 
Greek writers are cited by him mostly in the Latin versions ; 
and where not, Brother Decius had the works of Warburton, 
Spencer, etc. before him. — Such is the source from which the 
great German poet, himself at that time zealous for the opinions 
of the league, has drawn his materials. 

In the work of Reinhold, the Egyptian origin of the name 
Jehovah is spoken of as a well known fact ; and the only his- 
torical document referred to, is the inscription on the temple of 
Isis : " I am all that was, is, or shall be." l So also Schiller. 
But Brother Decius does not in this respect even follow out his 
own suggestion ; he introduces to us a high guarantee, Monsieur 
Voltaire, who says: 9 " The most sacred name among the 
Egyptians was the same which the Hebrews afterwards adopted 
into their language, viz. I-ha-ho. This was pronounced in va- 
rious ways ; and Clemens Alexandrinus assures us in his S/ro- 
mata, that no one might enter the temple of Serapis, who did 
not bear on his breast or on his forehead the name J-Aa-Ao, or 
Jao, which denoted the eternal God." What a remarkable fact 
of antiquity ! But, — if it only could be found in Clement ! I 
have indeed never succeeded in finding it ; but confess that I 
have never given myself much trouble about it ; because there 
was reason to fear beforehand, that it would turn out in respect 
to this quotation from Clement, as to which all other writers are 
silent, much as it did with the patient German, who tormented 
himself with Voltaire's quotation from Habakkuk. 3 Schiller 

1 See further in the sequel. 

9 Star Its Moeurs et PEsprit des Nations. As Voltaire expresses him- 
self differently elsewhere, and Br. Decius is very indefinite in his ci- 
tations, and gives the present one only in German and with an inac- 
curate tide, I at first thought he might have confounded this with the 
Esprit du Judaisme. But the passage exists, with slight variation, in 
the section Riles Egyptiens, Vol. XVI. p. 100, edit. 17&3. 

3 The following is the anecdote. Voltaire had quoted at hap- 
hazard, as he often does, a passage from Habakkuk, which is not to 
be found there. A profound German magisttr wearies himself with 
searching for it in all the various editions ; but as the search is unsuc- 
cessful, he thinks it best to ask counsel from the great oracle himself. 
He appears before Voltaire with deep humility of course, excuses 
himself, and explains his |>erplexity : * Habakkuk could not have said 
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however has not scrupled to incorporate this story of Voltaire, 
without further remark, into his essay ; where one reads it in 
full with astonishment. * 

If we turn now to the theologians, it is known that so early as 
the beginning of the eighteenth century disputes arose on the 
question, Whether the religious ceremonies of the Hebrews 
were borrowed from the Egpytians ; and in what degree the He- 
brew rites were dependent on those of Egypt. Besides the 
English deists, Marsham, in his Canon Chronictts, Lond. 1671, 
raised doubts as to the originality of the Hebrew rites, and 
especially of circumcision. He was followed by the truly 
learned Spencer, in his work de Ltgibus Hebraeorum ritualibus? 
whose object was not, like Marsham's, to raise doubts, but to 
remove those which had been excited. He admits, as the 
lively and free-thinking Maimonides had done before, the adop- 
tion of roost of the rites from Egypt ; and indeed he was the 
first to prove this with learning. But he regards it only as a 
wise condescension on the part of God ; while in respect to 
another portion of the ceremonies he seeks the ground of them 
io an accommodation to certain heathen religious rites. Similar 
to the views of Spencer were those of the distinguished War- 
burton. But there was still wanting, a thorough critical confu- 
tation or investigation of this alleged accordance of the Mosaic 
worship with that of the heathen. There appeared only the 
JEgyptiaca of the learned Witsius, which in the first edition 

•o and so ; he can find it in no edition, etc. etc.' What answer does 
be get ? " Monsieur, vous ne connoissez gueres ce Habacouc ; ce 
coquiD est capable de tout !" 

1 Sammtliche Werke B.XVI. p. 74. — A curious example of empty 
pretension in Voltaire, which Br. Deems has withheld, occurs in the 
same article. Voltaire says respecting the name Jehovah, " que les 
Arabes n'en ont retenu que la syllabe Hou, adoptee enfin par les Turcs, 
qui la prononcent encore avec plus de respect que le mot Allah.' 9 
How does ignorance confound every thing! Master Arouet had 
somehow heard, that the Arabs call God Hu ; at once he takes it for 
granted, this must be the last syllable of Jehovah ; and lays it imme- 
diately before his readers as an historical fact ! This Hu\ as is well 
known, which the Dervises more especially employ, is the pronoun, 
Heb. fitf rr, avrog, used emphatically. So also fitfn is the name of 
God among the Cabbalists. 

9 Tbis work first appeared complete, Camb. 1727 ; but the essays 
i published singly at an earlier period. 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 Tholxuk on the name Jehovah. [J ait. 

were directed against Marsham, and in the second against Spen- 
cer also; and we may likewise reckon here the Dissert alio 
Preliminaria of PfafTs edition of Spencer's work. — It was an 
acquaintance with the English and French deists, that first ren- 
dered these views current in Germany. Even theologians who 
defended the divine origin of the Mosaic religion, not only de- 
rived a great portion of the religious rites and theocratic laws 
from Egypt ; but were also not disinclined to refer back, with 
Voltaire, the name Jehovah to an Egyptian original. 1 So much 
the less, therefore, can these views surprise us in theologians like 
Bauer, Eichhorn, De Wette, Gesenius, etc. 

Whether more or less in the Mosaic institutions was borrow- 
ed from those of Egypt, is a question which we cannot here 
discuss ; it would require a separate work, because it is only by 
an examination which shall go into full detail and critically 
weigh all the circumstances and results, that we can hope to ar- 
rive at the truth. 9 Meanwhile, we will pursue this examination 

1 See Michael is Mosaisches Recht, Th. I. § 4. and Anmerk. zu 
2 Mos. 3: 6. 

fl See Ernesti's review of S. Schmid's Dissert, dt Sacerdotibus 
JEgyptiorum, Neue theol. Biblioth. X. p. 272. In reference to the 
fact that this author assumes the accordance of the Hebrew rites 
with those of Egypt, Ernesti says correctly: "We recommend to 
our readers the duty of examination, whenever an assertion depends 
on the application of historical facts ; where every resemblance is not 
decisive." — We should here also remark the great difference between 
those earlier theologians, who directly ascribe to Moses the spirit and 
the doctrines of his religion, and assume only an accommodation to 
Eyptian rites and ceremonies, — and those more recent authors, who 
derive also the spirit and the doctrines of the Mosaic institutions from 
Egypt ; a view which stands in very close connexion with the simi- 
lar derivation of the name Jehovah. Even the cosmogony of the 
book of Genesis has been referred back to Egyptian sources ! See 
Dorneddin in Eichhorn's Biblioth. B. X. — Herder, who in his Gcist 
dtr hebr. Poesie wholly follows Spencer in the former respect, never- 
theless does not coincide in the latter with the recent theologians. " It 
is foolish," he says (Tb. 2. p. 6& ed. Cotta), u to try to deny, that Moses, 
in establishing his priesthood, his temple, etc. had no reference to 
Egypt, — the land where be himself had been trained, and from which 
he wished to train away his people. The traces of resemblance are 
indisputable. — But the spirit of his religion was not Egyptian. His 
God was Jehovah, the God of his fathers ; and even in ceremo- 
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with reference to a single point, viz. the name of Jehovah. 
What grounds then are there for the assertion, that this name 
was derived from Egypt ? 

Wherever we turn, we 6nd recent theologians and historians l 
speaking of the God Vac! of the Egyptians, as of something 
well known. Now not one single ancient writer affirms, that 
God was called Yaw by the Egyptians. Under these circum- 
stances we can only suppose, that a slip of memory has ta- 
ken place in respect to the celebrated passage in Diodorus Sic- 
uks. 8 In the section, where Diodorus speaks of the Egyptians, 
be mentions incidentally that Jews call their God YaoJ; and by 
a fault of memory, it would seem to have been taken for grant- 
ed, that Diodorus was here speaking of the Egyptians. 3 — The 

bw, he drew his arrangements, like spirit, out of the coarse materials. 
Whenerer there was any thing of superstition, or that had the re- 
motest tendency to idolatry, be laboured at once and directly against 
the dark spirit of enslaved Egypt." 

1 Even Heeren says : "The name, according to existing hitorical 
traces, is Egyptian." Gbtt. Gelehrt Anz. 1830. 2 St. p. 12. 

9 Diod. Sic. I. 94, Tlaqa phr yotQ roig ^Aqifxaanoig Zadgavanpr 
moqown tor ayaObv daifiora nQO<moitj<raad-cu xovq voftovg cttTw fli- 
borar naqa di ToZy ovofia£o[Uvoi$ Vhaig, toig a7ia&avonl£ov<n, Znuoh- 
bf wraiibig ri]v xoivriv 'Eaiiav ' naqa ds jolg lovdalotg Mcocrijv to* iiotw 
hixaiovfttyoy $eov. 

3 Indeed I perceive with astonishment, that Wegscheider, bistiiut. 
5 52. note d, refers to Diod. Sic. I. 94, without further remark, as an 
authority to shew that the Egyptians named God lad I This may 
indeed be explained by supposing this writer to have borrowed the 
citation from others, without examining it himself. But Bretscbnei- 
der, Dogmat. I. p. 346. ed. 3, professes to quote the very words of 
Diodorus thus : urroooiw naga toig 'lovdaiotg MaHrip to* '/aw imxa- 
loyufor &i6r. But what these words mean in this shape, would be a 
riddle to every one, since after loroooto-* the verb is omitted on which 
the accus. Mwn\v depends, viz. nqocnionjcracr^at jovg vopovg a\n<$ 
Idovai. When now Diodorus says : " It is related, that among the 
Jews Moses professed to have received the laws from the god called 
/«©" how could Bretschneider go on and write : " This name 
(TtV), as a name of the divine being, was know to the Egyptian 
pnesta," and then cite the passage from Diodorus as proof! ! — The 
correct conception and application of the passage is found, among 
other recent writers, in the treatise of the celebrated orientalist, Abel- 
Remusat, of which we shall speak more at length in the sequel : 
Mmoirt surlavieetc.de Lto Tseu, Par. 1823. p. 46. 
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passages in ancient writers, where the name Yaw occurs, are 
found best collected in the works noted in the margin. 1 From 
these it appears, that two testimonies of antiquity can be produc- 
ed, to shew the existence of the name Jehovah or Jao beyond 
the limits of the Mosaic institutions. One of these is in Macro- 
bius, from which, it is alleged, the existence of this name in the 
Grecian mysteries may be proved ; 8 the other is in Porphyry, 3 
and goes, it is said, to shew that the name existed among the 
Phenicians ; — with what reason, we shall soon see. 

The following is the passage in Macrobius : 4 <2>pa(eo top itav- 
rtop vnatov $*6v ippev'Jaoj xeipctTt (Atv t aidriv,Aiao ttagoS 
agXOfAtvoio 'Hikiov di Gtytug, ptianajgov 8 apgov */aw. As to 
this passage, consisting of verses ascribed in Macrobius to an 
oracle of Apollo Clarius, Jablonsky has clearly enough shewn, 5 
that they belong to a Judaizing Gnostic ; a class of persons 
among whom the Jewish names of God, Vaoj and ^/fowtf, 
were the objects of mystic speculation, 6 as is shewn by the 
Abraxas-gems. 7 But admitting that in the second or third cen- 
tury the name Yaw was to be found among the Greeks or 
Egyptians or the orientals of Western Asia, still one would 
hardly venture to assume from this circumstance an indepen- 
dent origin of the name among these people ; but must in any 
case regard it as having passed over to them from the Jews. 



1 Potter's Notes to Clemens Alex. Strom. V. p. 666. Wesseling on 
the above passage of Diodorus. Selden de Diis Syris, II. 1. Mi- 
chaelis, Supplem. ad Lex. Heb. I. p. 526. Abel-Remusat in his Memoire 
sur Lao Taeu, p. 45. 

9 So Wegscheider 1. c. 3 In Euseb. Praep. Evang. I. 6. 

4 Saturn, c. 18. ed. Gronov. p. 291. 

5 Pantheon iEgypt. II. 6. 5. 

6 The Ophites [serpent- worshippers, a branch of the Gnostics] 
applied the name '/«w to a planet-spirit, viz. to that of the moon ; see 
Neander's Gnostiker, p. 252. As they were Egyptians, this may not 
improbably be the reason why in Coptic the moon is called Ioh. 
This circumstance might well furnish the supporters of the Egyptian 
origin of the name Jehovah an opportunity for another bold conjec- 
ture, viz. Isi8 was the goddess of the moon ; and it was on her very 
temple that the inscription above mentioned stood, which has been 
regarded as a translation of the name Jehovah. Consequently Jeho- 
vah is equivalent to * goddess of the Moon !' 

7 See Reet' Cyclopaedia. 
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We know sufficiently well from Jamblicbus, that the syncretic the- 
osopbtsts of that age were accustomed to adopt foreign names 
of God, and employ them in their incantations; as we like- 
wise find something similar in the magic of the middle ages. 
Origen informs us, that even the names of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, were current in the mouths of those persons. 1 

As to the passage of Sanchoniathon, or more correctly Por- 
phyry, it has been transmitted to us by two of the ecclesiastical 

1 In this connexion we may adduce a piece of intelligence of re- 
cent date, according to which the Tetragrammaton (or here Trigram- 
maton) is found among the Chinese. The account is found in the 
essay of Abel-Remosat above mentioned, which affords much im- 
portant information in respect to oriental theology. In the book Tao- 
tt-kmgy written by Lao-Tseu, who according to Chinese accounts liv- 
ed in the seventh century before Christ, occurs a passage which Abel- 
Remusat thus translates : " Celui que vous regardez et que vous ne 
voyez pas, se nomme /; celui que vous ecoutez et que vous n' en- 
tendez pas, se nomme Hi ; celui que votre main cherche et qu' elle 
ne peut saisir, se nomme FPtiF. Ce sont trots etres qu' on ne peut 
eomprendre, et qui, con fond us, n' en fontqu'un. Celui qui est au- 
dessos, n' est pas plus brillant ; celui qui est au-dessous, n' est pas 
plus obscuT. C est une chaine sans interruption qu' on ne peut 
oommer, qui rentre dans le non-etre." Montucci says, J (for which 
however he reads Khi) signifies * living being ;' Hi, a 'gentle breathing f 
Wa, 4 messenger.' So likewise the Jesuit missionaries. Abel-Remu- 
sat asserts that they are wrong ; and that these words are in Chinese 
tbe names of the letters JHV. He states that according to the Chi- 
nese commentator on the passage, JHV denotes vacuity ; he himself 
however believes that these three letters are the name Jehovah. How 
this name could come to the knowledge of Lao-Tseu, whether through 
Gnostics from Western Asia or from intercourse with the Jews, he 
leaves undecided. Here now we are treading on ground so wholly 
uncertain, that we abstain from forming any judgment Indeed, we 
are in entire uncertainty as to the correctness of the specified time 
when Lao-Tseu lived ; whether he actually wrote the still existing 
book Tao-te-king ; what may be the sense of this obscure passage ; 
whether JHV may not have still other meanings, etc. So much 
however we must confess, that even according to Abel-Remusat's own 
version, the passage does not strike us as having reference to only 
•ne name of the supreme Being, but rather to three, to a sort of trini- 
ty, as the Jesuits also have understood it But if the name Jehovah 
be really here intended, it may well be derived, as is done by Abel- 
Remusat himself, from Western Asia. For the present our belief is, 
that there is here no reference to the Tetragrammaton. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 13 
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fathers, Theodoret and Eusebius, 1 and is as follows : JotoQei 
di to Titgi 'Jovdttianr akfjdtatara, Sti xai xolg totioiq xul joJq 
ovdfiaaw aunuv to ovftquvoiuTa, JEayxowtad wv 6 Bt}(jviio$ 2 
tiAfwaj? to vnofi¥tjftaia nuga 'Jepo/iffiilov rov Ugiotg deov xov 
'Jtvtu. That now not merely Voltaire, but many others, and 
even the latest commentator on this passage, Orelli, could draw 
from it the inference, that 'Jivd was the name of a god among the 
heathen, is truly something more than remarkable. 9 Who does 
not see that the writer is here speaking of the God of the Jews ? 
Porphyry simply says, that Sanchoniathon gave a true account 
of the Jewish history ; and this, because he received bis infor- 
mation from a priest of '/*t/o>. To this we may add, that the 
fragments of the Pbenician historian, exhibit the same relation 
to the book of Genesis, as a caricature does to the original ; 
and that a very decided reference in them to that book is not to 
be mistaken. It were much to be desired, that these remarka- 
ble fragments, which have passed through so many hands, should 
be subjected to a more accurate critical examination than that 
of Orelli, who has contented himself with merely giving txcerpia 
from Fabricius and Beck. 

So then we find, in support of the general assumption that the 
name Jao existed in the mythology of other ancient nations, and 
especially of the Egyptians, not a solitary direct testimony in 
all antiquity. There are still, however, two data remaining, by 
which it is supposed this hypothesis may be at least indirectly 
established. 

The first of these is the inscription on the SaTtic temple of Isis, 
already mentioned, to which Voltaire, Reinhold, Schiller, 3 Mi- 

1 Theodoret Graec. Affect. Curatio, Disp. II. p. 740. ed. Hal.— Eu- 
seb. Praep. Evangel. I. 6. 

9 Orelli's note runs thus: "Videntur itaque verba tow fhov' /eve* 
additamentum esse non Phi Ionia Byblii, nedum Sanchoniathonia, aed 
ipsius Eusebii, et Hierombalum ilium fuiase sacerdotem ignoti alicu- 
jus Dei apud Phoenicea." This sentence I am as little able to com- 
prehend logically, as grammatically. 

3 Michaelis says, Suppl. ad Lex. Heb. p. 525, u Concentus iEgyp- 
tiacae inscriptionis et nominis Hebraici manifestos, id unum duhium 
videri possit, sitne insigne sentcntiae lumen jEgyptium, atque a Je- 
hova, Mosen mittente, a mortua nature ad creatorem vivum tranala- 
turn ? an imitati suo more Aegyptiis Israelitae, quorum syncretismum 
jam Hadrianus memoravit, nominis Jehova interpretationem ad suam 
Isidem transtulerint" 
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cbaetts, Bauer, De Wette, and Winer, 1 all appeal ; and which 
has been transmitted to us by Plutarch : 9 'Eyoi tip* niv to ye- 
joyiq xat or xut ioifjiivov, %ai tow ifiov ninkov ovdeig not &vrj- 
tog Mxikvyti*, 1 am all that was, w, and shall be, and my veil 
no mortal can remove. Admitting for the present that the in- 
ference can be drawn from this inscription, that Isis bore the 
name Jehovah, — are we even then entitled to assume at once 
that this name was of such antiquity among the Egyptians, as 
that the Hebrews must have borrowed it from this people ? The 

Siinion is ever becoming more general, that the passage in 
x. 3: 6, is by no means to be understood as implying that the 
name Jehovah first came into use in the time of Moses. Indeed 
this had long before been the name of God in the days of Abra- 
ham ; and God only promises in Exodus, that from this time 
onward he will manifest himself towards Israel in the attribute 
which this name implies, as the immutable God. 3 Even the 
rationalizing Bauer, who likewise supposes the Egyptians to have 
known the name Jao, cannot forbear admitting that the name 
Jehovah is older among the Hebrews than the time of Moses, 
and that for this very reason the Egyptian Jao must have been 
borrowed from the Hebrews. 4 If the name be actually of ear- 
lier date than the time of Moses, and the Egyptians also really 
had this name, there remains in fact no other supposition. 

Besides all this, we must here take into account, how much, 
or rather how little reliance, is to be placed on the authority of 
Plutarch, in his accounts of Egyptian antiquities, writing as he 
did in the second century, in the time of syncretismus. Who 
does not know, how with him later philosophical ideas combine 
with the ancient accounts ? Vogel, 5 in his critique upon the 
Greeks who have written on Egypt, remarks : " The best illus- 
tration of the Egyptian religion might well have been given us 
by Plutarch — but unfortunately it was not bis object to unfold 
the religious ideas of the Egyptians themselves ; but merely to 

1 In his edition of Simonis Lex. Heb. 

9 De hide c. g. — The same inscription is also given, with some va- 
riation, by Proclus, Comm. in Tim. c. I. p. 30. He adds, that it was 
found in the adytum of the temple. 

* See Ewald, Compos, der Gtnesip, p. 8—12. Also among earlier 
writers, Hottinger de JVbminibus Dei, Diss. IV. p. 352. 

4 Theologie des A. T. p. 14. 

* Ueber die Religion der Aegypter, p. 56. 
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spin out from the Egyptian religion the ideas of his countrymen 
and his own." And since all other writers upon Egypt make 
no mention of this inscription, 1 neither Herodotus, nor Diodorus, 
nor Strabo, the genuineness of it has been, with good reason, 
called in question by Mosheim, with whom Meiners also coin- 
cides. 2 

But admitting the inscription to be genuine, — how is the con- 
clusion to be justified, that, because it is here said of Isis: 3 / 
am what was, is, and is to come, therefore the name Jehovah 
was known to the Egyptians ? The name itself must then bo 
Egyptian ; but who will undertake to shew that in the language 
of ancient Egypt a similar word had this signification ? Or if so, 
how strange the coincidence, that this Egyptian word should 
again bear exactly the same meaning in Hebrew ? Or should 
it be said that a word of different sound was extant in Egyptian, - 
which Moses only translated into Hebrew, — does then the word 
Jehovah in Hebrew really mean what the inscription declares ? 
It is now a generally admitted point, that Jehovah (rnrr) is 
written with the vowels of Adonai ('t'Hfie). If this be the case, 
how then can this meaning be drawn from the word, with even 
an appearance of probability? Or if we regard the present 
vowels as those which originally belonged to it, who in our day 
would assent to the old interpreters, according to whom the first 
syllable * marks future time ; the second in (for particip. s-nrr) 
present time ; and the third ri_ (the praeter) past time. Even 
among the cabbalists this view of the word seems not to have 
been regarded strictly as an interpretation ; but rather as a 
piquant expression of its meaning.* So also the passage Rev. 
J: 4, 8, is to be regarded. 

1 With the single exception of the Ne w-Platonist Proclus, as men- 
tioned in a preceding note ; but he is of no authority. 

3 In his work de vero Deo, p. 32, Meiners says : " Ad inscriptionem 
quod attinet, non possum non Mosbemii parti bus me adjungere, qui 
fictam illam ac commentitiam esse multis victricibus rationibus de- 
nionstravit, inter quas ilia mihi omnium firmissima esse videtur, quod 
htijus inscriptionis neque Herodotus ac Plato, neque etiara Strabo et 
Diodorus, meminerint." 

3 Plutarch says, " in the temple of Minerva, who is regarded by- 
some as lsis." Elsewhere JVeilh is Minerva ; but Neith and Isis often 
coincide in the Egyptian mythology. 

4 E. g. in the book Jezira, ed. Rittangel, p. 50. — So afterwards the 
Targura of Jerusalem, Ex. 3: 14, qui fuit est et erit dixit mundo ; and 
Targ. Jon. Deut 32: 39. 
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But after all, is there not another interpretation of the inscrip- 
tion in question, a thousand times more obvious than this strange 
one? Admitting still its genuineness, does not the explanation 
of it from the character of Isis in the Egyptian mythology pre- 
sent itself to our very hands ? Isis, called also Mtovft, mother, 
is there the source of all things, the mother of the world. 1 
Especially is she so represented by the later synergistic philoso- 
phers, e. g. by Apuleius ; and hence the supposition derives still 
more probability, that the Saltic inscription had its origin in 
some sy ncretistic New -Platonic workshop. Who does not recol- 
lect very similar pantheistic expressions respecting Zeus in the 
Orphic hymns, which likewise sprung from the New-Platonist 
school ? Compare also the prayer which Pausanias adduces from 
10 earlier age : * Zevg rjv * Ztvg ion • Ztvg taatxcu ' cJ fAiyaXe 
Ztv. Pantheistic India has also similar expressions ; e. g. Krish- 
m says of himself: 3 " My spirit is the guardian of all that exists. 
Know that all things are in me ; just as the air, which pervades 
ill, remains still contained in the space of ether. At the end of 
the Kalpa, all will again return into my root ; and I shall create 
it again." 

It is perhaps superfluous further to remark, that if the Egyp- 
tians in their mysteries really possessed a purer knowledge of 
God, this would have been connected with the primeval spirit 
Knephj and not with Isis. Meiners, who asserts in opposition to 
Jablonsky, that the Egyptians had no intelligent spiritual deities, 
b probably least of all correct in regard to Kneph. 

From every consideration, then, we obtain the result, that, 
while there is no direct proof of the Egyptians having had the 
name Jao in their language, there can be none with any pro- 
priety drawn indirectly from the Saitic inscription. 

There is however still another datum extant, which has been 
supposed indirectly to establish the supposition in question. We 
find in a book written after the christian era, in the treatise 
pigi 'Epfifjpiiag, the following somewhat enigmatical passage : 
E* Alyirxxw xal xovg &eovg vftvovoi did rtav inta (fwvtjtvTtov ol 
ttfplg, fy(£fjg i7j£oi5*'T*s avid. Kcil dvu avXov xcu dvzi xi&dgag 
i»* ypafiudrcov tovtojp 6 rizog axovtrtu vn evqxnpiag, dioie 
iiaigmv itjv ovyxgovotv ovdiv aXX6 rj fitXog dxi%poig ilaigti xov 

1 Gonres Mytiung. p. 401. Creuzer's SymboKk, I. p. 519 sq. 

* Phoc X. 12. 

3 Bhavftgat Gha, by Wilkins, p. 72. 
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Xoyov xal ftovoav. This obscure passage was early taken as 
referred to the name Jehovah. Scaliger was in doubt, whether 
the intd ywvrjtvTa were intended to designate nVm wn, or 
Serapis ; since Hesychius in a gloss speaks of to injayyi^atov 
^agdrng. Fuller afterwards proposed to arrange the vowels 
thus : IE(H) 0[SI) TA 9 considering the long vowels as included 
in (he short ones. Against this view, L. Capell took a decided 
stand. 1 Matthias Gesner, the great philologian, thought he bad 
more successfully solved the riddle, by so arranging the seven 
Greek vowels as to bring out the full name 1EIISIOTA? Af- 
ter the appearance of Gesner's dissertation, theologians felt 
themselves authorized to appeal to it as a certain proof of the 
existence of the name Jehovah among the Egyptians. So Mi- 
chael is, 3 Bauer, De Wette, and many others. Gesenius, though 
he expresses himself with more caution, also snys of it : 4 " A 
happy conjecture ! though hardly any thing more. In that case 
the name, which moreover does not sound Shemitic, would be 
of Egyptian origin." If, however, the grounds already adduced 
in favour of its Egyptian origin have been found untenable, the 
same is true in no less measure of the one here presented. 

We ask, first, who gives us this account, and out of what pe- 
riod does it come? Here again we find ourselves at once in 
perplexity. That the Demetrius, to whom the book is ascribed, 
was Demetrius Phalereus, no one would now affirm. But let 
us assign the author to an age ever so early, — with Gale, Ges- 
ner, Harles, under the emperor Antoninus ; or, with Valesius, 
even under Augustus, — still we have here an account flowing 
from a period, when the Egyptian worship was already re- 
modeled under the influence of syncretismus ; and it can surely 
never be a valid conclusion, that what is related to us of the 
Egyptian priests in an age after Christ, holds good also of those 
with whom Moses or Abraham bad to do several thousand years 
before. It may indeed be shewn to be more probable, that the 
custom of the Egyptian priests here mentioned by Demetrius, 

1 See the collection, Dtcas DisscrtaL phUol. de vera pronuntiatione 
nominis Jehova, ed. H. Relandus, Traj. 1707, containing dissertations 
by Drusius, Amama, Capell, and Fuller. That of Drusius is the moat 
fulL 

9 Comm. Soc. Gott ad an. 1751. T. I. 

3 Suppl. ad Lex. Heb. I. p. 726. Orient Biblioth. XI. p. 19. 

4 In his larger Heb. Germ. Lex. I. p. 972. 
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was actually introduced in one of the centuries subsequent to 
the christian era. But before proceeding to this, we ask fur- 
ther, — and we do it with astonishment that no one has ever be- 
fore raised the question, — can it then be really inferred frofd 
this account, that the name of God, and especially of one God, 
wis thus chanted ? The words run : " The priests chant praises 
to (A* gods, (in the plural, — they could not all have the same 
name,) by means of the seven vowels." Does not this lead 
rather to the supposition, that the mere recitation or chanting of 
certain tones was employed as a substitute for hymns? In fact, 
we are informed, that down to a late period in the Egyptian 
schools, the vowels were recited or chanted off with the tones 
which were assigned to them as notes. 1 

That this is indeed the correct interpretation of the passage 
before us, is strikingly confirmed by the explanation recently 
given by Ot fried Muller,* of a Milesian inscription formerly il- 
lustrated by Barthelemy, 3 Kopp, and others. This Milesian in- 
scription contains the invocation of a god, who, in a formula five 
tiroes repeated, is designated by the seven vowels arranged in 
their usual succession, but commencing each time differently ; e. g. 
Jtriiova, Erjtouom, Hiovohu, /ovcoaerj, Ovmairji. Each group of 
Towels is preceded by ayi*, and the whole is followed by the 
closing words : agyayytkoig (pvldooercu r\ nokig Mikr\aloiv xai 
som? oi xaroixountg. Mtiller recurs first to the meaning of 
the vowels among the ancients ; according to which they de- 
noted the seven planets. 4 This Gale and Jablonsky had before 
suggested. He then mentions as the most probable supposition, 
that the vowels here denote the seven tones of the octave ; and 
these seven tones are identified with the seven planets and the 
seven planetary spirits ; — we would rather say, that praises were 
chanted to the seven planetary spirits in the mystical number 
seven of the tones. 5 — It is easy to perceive how this in- 

1 Didymi Rudim. Lit Copt 

1 In a review of Soldan's Dissertation, Rtrum Milesiarum Comm. I. 

1 Mem. de PAcad. des Inscript T. XLI. p. 516. 

4 See Dionysius Thrax, in Bekker Anecdot. II. p. 796. 

9 Another example how easy it is to prove every thing from any 
thing; when one suffers himself to be led astray by accidental resem- 
blances, is furnished by Adair, in his remarkable book, The History 
oftke North American Indiana, Lond. 1775. He communicates to us 
the discovery, that the Indians in like manner are acquainted with the 



Digitized by 



Google 



104 Tholuck on the name Jehovah. [Jan. 

scriptioD serves clearly to illustrate tbe passage in Demetrius. 
And now in what age are we to place this Milesian inscription ? 
Miiller supposes, on philological grounds, that it belongs to the 
latest age of heathenism. At any rate it must come from an 
age, when oriental theosophy had become prevalent. This is 
indicated at once by the mystical play upon the name, so wholly 
in accordance with the spirit of that age ; and especially by the 
agxayytkoi. Similar to this are mystic verses in Eusebius ; l 
compare also the oracle quoted by Porphyry, where Apollo 
calls himself fiaoikevG trjg inrcMpOoyyov, op navxtg loaoiv* 

The attempt to prove the Egyptian origin of the word Jeho- 
vah, must consequently be wholly given up. — Meanwhile, both 
in earlier and in more recent times, the similarity of sound 
which exists between the Hebrew Jehovah and the Latin Jovis, 
has excited the attention of many scholars ; and has thus given 
occasion to new conjectures as to the foreign origin of the for- 
mer name. 

This resemblance, as we have said, occupied the attention of 
earlier theologians ; but they, as was to be expected, drew from 
it the opposite conclusion, viz. that tbe Latins had derived their 
name of God from the Hebrews; although L. Capell, in con- 
testing this opinion against Fuller, says: " Non facile persuase- 
rim, Deum voluisse, eo usque Satanae laxare habenas." Even 
Voltaire himself derives the Latin Jovis from the Hebrew name, 
and not tbe reverse. 3 But recent theologians and mytbologians 
have viewed the matter differently. According to Buttmann, 

name Jehovah ; and in fact, his inference is precisely of the same 
character as that of Gesner and the theologians who have followed in 
his steps. He says, p. 46, 47, "They approach stooping with their 
heads and bodies pretty low, saying in a bass key, Yah, quite short ; 
then tbey retreat backward etc. and sing in a strong bass key the aw- 
ful monosyllable O, for the space of a minute ; then they strike up 
majestic He, in the treble ; and in a bass key they at last utter the 
strong, mysterious sound, Wah, — The notes together compose their 
sacred mysterious name Y-O-He-ffdh, — which seems to be the true 
Hebrew pronunciation of the name Jehovah." Hence these Indians 
belong to the lost ten tribes of Israel.' Q. E.D. — Comp. Michaelis, 
Orient Biblioth. XI. p. *8. 

1 Euseb. Praep. Ev. lib. XI. c. 6. 

9 lb. lib. V. 14. 

3 Diet Philosoph. sub. v. Jfova. Here is to be consulted particu- 
larly, Selden de DUa Syris, Synt I. 
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wbo of all the moderns has been the most arbitrary and the 
roost unfortunate in his attempts at mylhologizing the Mosaic 
records, not only are Jehovah and Jovis the same word, but also 
Japbeth and Janus ; * and De Wette also says : 9 " In my opin- 
ion the affinity of Jehovah and Jovis is decisive against the de- 
rivation of rrirp from mn. Both names have a more ancient 
and deeper origin ; and Jehovah was probably just as much a 
proper name as Jupiter/' 

By the " deeper origin" here alluded to, is probably meant 
the language of Eastern Asia, which it is customary to regard 
as the nursery whence have sprung the languages of Western 
Asia, and consequently the Hebrew. From these eastern Asi- 
atic languages, we can indeed derive both the Greek and He- 
brew names of (rod, in the following manner. The earlier 
name of Jovis is, according to Varro, 3 Diovis ; this coincides 
with Dens, and Deus corresponds to the Greek Zevg, whom 
the Cretans called Aevg. If now we look for the origin of 
Ztvg, &i6g, in Eastern Asia, we find first the Persian dev, and 
farther back, the Indian devas, derived from div, ' heaven, 9 and 
signifying ' the heavenly.' Indeed we can, with a modern Chi- 
nese scholar, 4 go back still further to the Chinese language, 
where ihian is ' heaven,' and thi, ' the heavenly,' i. e. God. As 
now out of the ancient Diovis and Diespiter were formed Jovis 
and Jupiter, so the d must in like manner have been dropped 
from the beginning of Jehovah. Instances of similar abrasion 
may be adduced both in ancient and modern languages; in 
Sanscrit dvi 'two,' and vinsati 'twenty ;' compare duo and vigin- 
ft, zwei and beide ; is, this, and dieser ; giorno, jour, and di- 
urnus, etc. 

We do not doubt but that the derivation which we have here 
given, will be welcome to many, and will appear to them easy 
and natural. But nowhere, and especially in the comparison of 
languages, must one rest satisfied with first appearances, with the 
mere similarity of like-sounding words. We choose to adduce 
here an appropriate proof of this, before proceeding further in 

1 Ueber den Mythos von Noahs Sohnea, Mythologus, I. p. 224. 
* Beitragen, Th. II. p. 183. 

3 De Lingua Lat. lib. V. 20. 

4 Kurz, in Nouv. Journal Asiatique, Juin 1830. 

Vol. 4. No. 13. 14 
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our subject. It has become customary, among the very many 
and remarkable coincidences of the Persian and German lan- 
guages, to adduce also the name of God ;* which in German is 
Gott, in modern Persian choda. What words could sound 
more alike? But how many difficulties present themselves 
against the comparison, when we look closer at either the Ger- 
man or Persian appellation ? The modern Persian has its im- 
mediate source in the Zend. In the Zend language, God is 
called kvad&ta, i. e. ' a se datus,' compounded of kua and data; 
in Sanscrit svayamdata, i. e. fc the originator of his own existence.' 
If now choda is thus only a contraction of two words, if the verb 
to give is thus contained in it, who can think of comparing it 
with the German Gott ? although at first view the analogy seems 
to be very close. 8 

In respect now to the comparison of Jehovah or Jahaveh or 
Jahvoh, (for we will here nota ttempt to decide on the original 
vowels*) with the Latin Jovis, or, to go back to the ultimate 
root, with the Sanscrit devas, it has been customary, in order to 
bring them into nearer juxtaposition, to adopt the Greek orthog- 
raphy, as it has been transmitted to us by Diodorus and Theo- 
doret, viz. YadJ. In this however the guttural sound is wanting ; 
because the Greeks do not in general express H nor even n in 
their orthography. But this si must not be overlooked. If it 
was not extant in the Indian, Persian, nor Greek, how came the 
Hebrews to insert it ? This tt alone is sufficient to deter us 
from such a comparison of the two words. To this we may 
add, that the mVr\ as derived from the root mn, has in Hebrew 

1 So all, from Salmasius onward, who have touched upon the 
affinity of the Persian and German, as Le Pileux, Murray, von Ham- 
mer ; also Dorn, who has recently treated of this affinity in the most 
accurate manner, in his work Utbcr die Vtrwandischaft dts Pcrsichen 
and Gtrmanischen Sprachstamms, Hamh. 1827. p. 170. — Kanue also 
very naturally brings together Gott and choda. But from what be 
(Kanne) tells us about these names, in his hook : Erste Urkunde dor 
Geschichle, p. 579 sq. we learn also many other things, viz. 1) That 
the name Jehovah is really the same with the Coptic Io, i. e. Moon- 
goddess, Moon-cow ; 2) That the Berlin mode of pronouncing Yott 
for Gott, may lay claim to a high antiquity ; since the word Gott is 
the letter Iota; 3) That the name Jehovah was origiually ^; 
which however, as is well known, is merely the rabbinic abbrevia- 
tion. 

9 Com p. Burnouf, Extrait d'un Commentaire etc. in Nouv. Journal 
Asiatique, 1829, T. III. p. 344 sq. 
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a form belonging to the analogy of proper names, and also an 
entirely appropriate meaning. If we point it as most do, rfw, 
k is a noun after the analogy of apy, and signi6es 'the immu- 
table.' — Besides all this, the question might still be raised, 
whether in the ancient Hebrew language, perhaps as early as 
the time of Abraham, (on the supposition that the passage in 
Ex. 6: 3 does not refer to a later introduction of the name,) we 
are at liberty to assume such an abrasion of the d at the begin- 
ning of the word ; while the less ancient Greek, and even the 
Latin in its Deus and Diespker, have faithfully preserved it. 

In general, in the comparison of Hebrew words with foreign 
ones, we must, I think, hold fast to the following principle : If a 
Hebrew name is regularly derived from a Hebrew root, so that 
it is obviously only the abstract idea of the verb expressed as a 
noon, and arises from the verb as the stem from the root ; there 
is nothing gained by merely comparing it with a like-sounding 
word of another language, so long as the ultimate verbal roots 
are not shewn to be related to each other. Thus the substan- 
tives "sfafit and i5^« contracted fromcsa certainly resemble in 
sound the German Mensch (mennisko), Sanscrit manuscha. 
But if now the Sanscrit word, and probably the German 
also, falls back upon the verbal root man, ' to think, to be strong ;' 
while the Hebrew comes from ^jk, * to be weak ;' the cpm- 
parison must remain untenable, so long as it is not shown that 
there is some affinity between these verbs. I have dwelt more 
on this point in another place. 1 

Thus then we have endeavoured to show, that at least the at- 
tempts hitherto made to give to the Hebrew name of God a 
derivation different from that which the earliest Hebrew records 
themselves present, viz. from the verb M^n, are untenable. We 
leave it to other inquirers, as Von Meyer and Sack, who have 
written on the signification of the divine names, to investigate 
the form and signification of the word in question, from the He- 
brew. We subjoin a single remark. When De Welte says : 8 
'* A name so abstract as this would be, if derived from rrn> is 
inappropriate for the national name of a God ;" and whenVther 
recent theologians, following De Wette, likewise find the name 
too abstract for those early ages, — this all rests merely on an 
hypothesis, which is false in a twofold respect. First, that Je- 

1 Beitrage zur Spracherklarung des N. T. p. 66 sq. 
*Beitriige,Th.ll.p.l82. 
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bovah was only the national God ; compare what Von Colin has 
brought forward against this hypothesis. 1 Secondly, it is as- 
sumed, that in the infancy of nations, rudeness alone is the char- 
acteristic of their knowledge, of their ideas, and of their lan- 
guage ! To this we reply, in the words of Wagner : 9 " The hy- 
pothesis of an aboriginal rudeness, which raised itself by de- 
grees to a state of cultivated reason, stands in contradiction to 
the religious origin of mankind, — an origin announced by the 
prevalence and preponderance of the intellectual principle, as 
well as by the invention of language, of writing, of profound as- 
tronomical calculations, etc." — What can these critics, moreover, 
say to the fact, that in the Zendavesta the name of God, as we 
have seen, is, ' He who has produced himself; 9 and to this cor- 
responds, in Sanscrit, the oft repeated name of God, svayambhu, 
* the self-existing.' If now in these troubled channels of prime- 
val revelation, a conception so abstract and so spiritual of the 
divine Being has been able to maintain itself; bow can the 
possibility of it be denied in that purer stream of divine com- 
munications, which flows throughout the Hebrew theocracy ? 



Art. IV. On the time of our Lord's last Passover 
and Crucifixion. 

By J. II. Ratio b, Paator at AJkenlebon io Bchwarzbnrf-SoDderhaoMD. Translated from 
the German by the Editor.* 

It is well known that, among modern interpreters, there reigns 
great uncertainty and confusion in regard to the exact chrono- 
logy of this section of the gospel history. It is even asserted, 

1 In his dissertation : Ueber die Thcokratie, in Wachler's PhtiomcUit, 
Th. III. p.215sq. 

9 Germ, translation of Murray, p. 7. 

* From the "Theol. Studieo u. Kritiken," 1832. 3tes Heft. 
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that the evangelists themselves do not harmonize in their ac- 
counts. Yet among the ancient teachers of the church we find 
no trace, that they felt any difficulty in respect to these accounts ; 
or were at all uncertain as to the time when Jesus celebrated 
the last passover with his disciples, and afterwards suffered. 
Indeed the Easter controversy, in the earliest period of the 
church, manifestly shews, that on this point the eastern and 
western churches were entirely of one opinion. Since now it 
very clearly appears from the synoptical narrative of the gospels, 
that the last passover of which our Lord partook with bis disci- 
ples, was not merely a commemorative repast (fivjiitoviuov), 
but a real paschal meal (ftvoi/uov) ; it was assumed by many, as 
is still done by Kuinoel, in order to bring about the desired har- 
mony in the gospels, that Jesus with a portion of the Jews par- 
look of the paschal lamb one day earlier than the rest of the 
Jews; — an hypothesis, which, besides being destitute of all his- 
torical grounds, does not remove all the difficulties which are 
supposed to exist in the accounts in question. And as even 
Mosheim acknowledged his inability to come to a decision on 
the point ; and Semler was disposed to pass it by, as being of 
too little importance to be worth the trouble of further investiga- 
tion ; and various other attempts of learned theologians have 
produced no better results ; it is not surprising, that De Wette 
and Winer should at last declare, that to harmonize the accounts 
of the evangelists respecting this history, is impossible ; or that 
the former, especially, should find in the narrative of the fourth 
gospel a very important variation, which renders even its genu- 
ineness doubtful. It is doubtless true, that the fourth gospel has 
contributed its share to produce this uncertainty and confusion ; 
but without any fault of its own. Indeed interpreters would 
never have remained so long in darkness, and at last pro- 
ceeded to this desperate conclusion, had they been disposed to 
follow the clear intimations of this evangelist, with confidence in 
him as an apostle and eye-witness ; had they remembered that 
as an apostle and a native of Palestine, John has spoken of an 
annual and well-known religious institution of bis people, in the 
common and familiar language of ordinary life ; and had they 
therefore taken pains to ascertain the actual signification of his 
expressions, which was current at the time. 

It was however quite natural in Bretscbneider, to whom on 
other grounds the fourth gospel was already an object of suspi- 
cion, and who could place confidence only in the first three, 
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that, proceeding on the supposition of an entire disharmony of 
the gospels in this section, and adopting the common views in 
respect to this history and likewise the meanings commonly at- 
tributed to single expressions, he too should find in the narrative 
of John nothing but gross errors ; which, however, he felt him- 
self able to remove, by aid derived from Alexandria, and 
from the ancient manner of reckoning the different periods 
of the day. He asserts i 1 " In the fourth gospel, in the ac- 
count given of the last passover of Jesus, there exists a two-fold 
contradiction. The 6rst is, that Jesus partook of the meal on 
the day before the festival ; and on the next following day, i. e. 
on the first day of the festival, which was the day of preparation 
(nagaoxtvrj) for the passover-meal (John 18: 28), he was cruci- 
fied, and consequently did not partake of the paschal lamb ; 
while the other evangelists relate, that Jesus came to Jerusalem 
and partook of the paschal lamb on \Ue first day of the festival 
or iv trj 7i a gaaxfvrj tov nao%a t and then was crucified on the 
following day, after partaking of the paschal supper, and conse- 
quently iv tfj ncLQctoxevTj tov oap p at o v . — The second con- 
tradiction is, that according to the fourth gospel, c. 18: 28, 
comp. 13: 1, the crucifixion took place on the fourteenth day 
of the month Nisan, on the nagaoxtvy tov naoxct, and the 
Jews had not yet eaten the paschal lamb ; while at the same 
time it is related, c. 19: 31, that the death of Jesus occurred on 
the napaoxevij tov 'oafipdtov, that on the next day the sab- 
bath was to be kept, and consequently Jesus suffered on \he fif- 
teenth day of Nisan." 

Without stopping to scrutinize further this by no means sat- 
isfactory array of proofs, let us examine the history itself; from 
which we shall soon learn not only the truth and the deserts of 
the fourth gospel, but also the causes of the obscurity and vari- 
ation which critics have so long found in the accounts of this 
evangelist ; and likewise the source from which the author of 
the Probabilia has extracted the contradictions which he pro- 
fesses to have discovered in this part of the fourth gospel. 

First of all, however, we will endeavour to gain some clear 
ideas and establish some fixed principles, according to which 
the accounts of the four evangelists on this point of history are 
to be understood and estimated. 

What then does Moses first direct in regard to the passover ? 

1 Probabilia de Evang. Job. ApoeL Indole et Origine, p. 104. 
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Lev. 23: 5 sq. " On the fourteenth day of the first month 
(Nisan), between the evenings, is the Lord's passover ;" and 
f. 6. " On the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of 
unleavened bread unto the Lord ; seven days ye must eat un- 
leavened bread." 

V. 7. " In the first day ye shall have a holy convocation ; 
ye shall do no servile work therein. 

V. 8. " But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the 
Lord seven days : in the seventh day is a holy convocation, ye 
shall do no servile work." 

The same statute is repeated, almost in the same words, Num. 
28: 16 sq. 

In this law, two days are definitely distinguished, and for 
each a particular meal is appointed. The fourteenth day is not 
the festival, nor even the first day of the festival, but the passo- 
ver. The fifteenth day is the festival, which is to be holy, the 
festival of unleavened bread, when for seven days unleavened 
bread was to be eaten. On the fourteenth, the paschal lamb was to 
be eaten ; and from the fifteenth onward, unleavened bread, for 
seven days. 

In strict accordance with this law, the succession of days and 
of the different meals is historically described in Josh. 5: 10 sq. 
The children of Israel held the passover on the fourteenth day 
of the month at evening, v. 10 ; and on the fifteenth day, " the 
morrow after the passover," they ate of the corn of the land, 
ooleavened bread and parched ears, v. II. 1 

What then is nao%a ? According to the above, it signifies 
not only the paschal lamb, which was killed and eaten on the 
fourteenth ; but also the festival connected with it, which began 
oo the fifteenth, and with which began the seven days on which 
unleavened bread was to be eaten. Hence, therefore, nio%u 
is in the gospels the general name for both these days and also 
the days following the fifteenth or the festival ; Luke 2: 41*. 
John 2: 13, 23. 6: 4. 11: 55, 56. Josephus likewise, when- 
ever he h3s occasion to speak of these days, so important to his 
nation, commonly subjoins the explanation : " The festival of 
unleavened bread, which is called Pascha, passover ^—coin- 
ciding entirely with Luke 22: 1, "The feast of unleavened 
bread, which is called the passover." The name passover, 

1 For an illustration of this ' parched corn,' see BibJ. Repos. Vol. 
III. p. 64a— Ej>. 

* Jos. Ant. 17. 9. 3. B. J. 2. 1. 3. ah 
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then, was applied more particularly to the festival ; the first 
(fourteenth) day belonged indeed to the passover, but strictly 
speaking made no part of the proper festival ; and hence Jose^ 
phus sometimes reckons only seven, and sometimes eight days, to 
the passover. This first day, in accordance with the purpose 
to which it was devoted, is called " the day of unleavened bread 
when the paschal lamb must be killed," Luke 22: 7 ; and " the 
first day of unleavened bread, 17 nQoirij rwv dtufAtov" Mark 14: 
12. Matt. 26: 17. In a special sense, however, naox* sig- 
nifies the paschal lamb, the paschal svpper, whenever these are 
spoken off and not the day on which the repast was held ; Matt. 
26: 17, 18, 19. Mark 14: 12, 14, 16. Luke 22: 7. Jos. Ant. 
3. 10. 5. 

But the chief question is, When ? at what hour of the four- 
teenth day of Nisan was the paschal lamb eaten ? The author 
of the Pwbabilia asserts : " The lamb was eaten from the last 
hour of the fourteenth onward, and in the first hours of the fifteenth 
day of Nisan ;" and still more definitely : " The paschal day or 
the fifteenth day of the month Nisan began, according to our 
way of speaking, from the sixth hour at evening of Thursday, 
and the paschal meal was immediately held in the beginning 
of this day." 1 

In the first of these citations, the author still leaves to the four- 
teenth of Nisan a little honour ; but in the second, he assumes 
without scruple the fifteenth as the day of the paschal meal, the 
statute of Moses to the contrary notwithstanding. No wonder; 
for all recent interpreters are of the same opinion, Paulus, Kui- 
noel, etc. down to the very latest commentators on this part of 
the gospel history, Guerike and Tboluck. 8 The judgment giv- 
en by Paulus is remarkable ; it is confident, and yet seems to 
rest only on authority : 3 " The first day of the passover began 
after sunset of the fourteenth of Nisan; and the paschal lamb 
was eaten in the night between the fourteenth and fifteenth days 
of this month. Of this there is no longer any doubt. J. D. 
Michaelis claims to have rectified this point in the most conclu- 
sive manner." 4 In this confidence he now speaks also of the 

1 Probabilia, p. 102. p. 106. 

9 Guerike in Winer's Neue Krit Journ. B. & St. 3. Tholuck 
in his Comm. zu. J oh arm is. [So also Alshausen.] 

3 Comm. III. p. 533. 4 In his Mos. Recht, Michaelis ap- 

peals to an article by himself in the GM. Anzexgen, 1758, St 135. p. 

127a 
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fifteenth day of Nisan as the day of Jesus' death, the prepara- 
tion for the sabbath, which began the evening before at sunset, 
when our Lord partook of the paschal lamb, — and as the first 
and most solemn day of the feast ! ! 1 

And yet it is this opinion, as I believe, which so utterly dis- 
turbs the chronology of this section of the gospel history, and 
produces such an unavoidable disharmony in the accounts of 
the evangelists ; so that both De Wette and Winer have felt 
authorized according to this view to affirm : 9 " The contradic- 
tion in the evangelical accounts we can neither disguise, nor 
hope to solve." But these accounts stand in most perfect har- 
mony ; as we shall now see. 

The Jews reckoned their day from sunset to sunset. Ac- 
cording to Lev. 23: 5 and Num. 9: 3, the passover was to be 
celebrated on the fourteenth day of Nisan between the evenings? 
between the preceding and following day, i. e. at the moment of 
sunset, when the new or fourteenth day began. Had the law 
referred to the close of the fourteenth day, this would have im- 
plied the beginning of the fifteenth ; the fourteenth would mean 
nothing; the fourteenth would be the fifteenth, and this again the 
sixteenth, and so on ; there would be no chronology in the 
whole Jewish history. But where in the whole world was there 
ever a celebration, fixed to take place on a certain definite day, 
which was held only in the very last moments of that day, or in 
such a manner as to fall not only mostly, but wholly, within the fol- 
lowing day? The incorrectness of this opinion is rendered 
most strikingly palpable, by a comparison of the statute in respect 
to the passover, in Deut. 16: 6, " Thou shalt sacrifice the pass- 
over at even, at the going down of the sun." Here, according 
to the opinion in question, the fourteenth day is not to be thought 
of, because at sunset the new or following day was already be- 
gun ; the fifteenth day is here clearly indicated, although ac- 
cording to the express statute not this, but the fourteenth was 
to be the first paschal day. At the beginning, therefore, and 

1 Comment, p. 78, 79. 

* De Wette, Hebr. Jud. Alterth. p. 261. Winer Realwortub. p. 

508. 

9 The Jews rekoned two evenings, the first from about the ninth 
four till sunset ; and the second after sunset ; See the Lexicons, and 
Gesen, Lex. Heb. art. 1-J3J. Calmet art. Evening. Comp. Matt 14: 
15, with verse 23.— Ed. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 15 
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not at the end of the fourteenth day, was the paschal lamb to be 
kiHed and eaten ; as the testimony of Josephus shews incontro- 
vertibly. " God commanded Moses," he says, " to direct the 
people 10 have a lamb in readiness on the thirteenth [some read 
tenth] of Nisan, against the fourteenth." This Moses did, and 
iporaorjg di rfjg MooaoeoxaidtxuiTjg, which can well mean on- 
ly, as the fourteenth day began, they killed the lamb. 1 He 
speaks just as clearly, though not so definitely in another place : 
"On the fourteenth of Nisan, we celebrate yearly, according to 
custom, the paschal meal in companies, in such a way that 
nothing of the victim remains over till the next morning, tt$ tw 
imovouv sc ijptQuv ; and then on the fifteenth day, the passover 
is followed by the festival of unleavened bread." 8 As now the 
Jews began the new day at sunset, this fifteenth day of course, 
whirl) followed the preceding one {tr t w $mova*v) % roust also 
have begun at sunset ; and from the time of eating the lamb on 
the fourteenth up to this fifteenth, on which the festival imme- 
diately followed {diadiytttti), a full day must have intervened, 
i. e. the paschal meal must hate been held at the beginning of 
the fourteenth of Nisan. 

Josephus states also, 3 that the paschal lambs were killed in the 
afternoon between the ninth and eleventh hour, or according to 
our way of reckoning, between 3 and 5 o'clock nearly ; and, 
consequently, just in that interval which, on the day before the 
sabbath, was regarded as the nayctaxf vij rov oupparov. But if 
the fourteenth of Nisan were now already past, and the paschal 
meal was first held at the close of the fourteenth and beginning of 
the fifteenth, it is not easy to see why the Jews, in slaughtering 
such an immense number of lambs, which Josephus states at 
256,000, should have limited themselves to so few hours of time, 
in which it is almost inconceivable that they could have com- 
pleted the labour ; — especially as they had had the whole four- 
teenth day before them, and could at least appropriate the whole 
afternoon to that purpose. It is therefore in the highest degree 
probable, that this interval from the 9lh to the 1 Ith hour, 3 to 5 
o'clock, is to be understood of the thirteenth of Nisan, when the 

1 Jos. Aut. 2. 14. 6. 

9 Jos. Ant 3. 10. 5, — nifntrj] di xou dataxrj diadi^nou typ rov niaxa 

3 Jos. B. J. 6. 9. 3. 
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paschal lamb was to be held in readiness against the fourteenth. 1 
We must also here not forget, that the days [of the month] among 
the Jews were reckoned, not by the sun, but according to the ap- 
pearance of the moon ; and hence Josephus, in speaking of a day, 
often subjoins xaxd oekrjvtjv. The fourteenth of Nisan then was 
the time when the moon appeared and shone for the fourteenth time 
in Nisan ; hence he calls the night in which, after the first pas- 
chal meal, God passed by the Israelites and smote the Egyp- 
tians, ixtfvt] 1} vu£; 2 and the following afternooo of this day, 
when the Israelites came up from Egypt, ne'vrq xal dtxdiri xaxd 
ttlijj^*'. 3 

The fourteenth of Nisan between the evenings, consequently, 
is that point of time, when the thirteenth day closed with the going 
down of the sun, and the fourteenth day began ; and this day 
continued again to the same point, the beginning of the fifteenth, 
and was appointed by law as the day for celebrating the paschal 
meal. 

What is nagaoxev^ ? In general, preparation; and hence 
k is used iu the New Testament and by Josephus lo denote the 
day or the hours of preparation for the sabbath ; and as the first 
day of the festival was accounted holy like the sabbath, proba- 
bly this name nagaoxturj was also used of the day before the 
festival (»J topitj), and signifies consequently nQotoQiiov, eve f 
vesper, la veil le. As denoting'the eve of the Sabbath, [i. e. the 
hours just preceding,] nugaoxtvtj occurs Mark 15: 42, with the 
explanation 5 ion ngoodppuxov ; Luke 23: 54 nagaoxevij, xal 
Saratov intqHooxt, i. e. the sabbath was approaching ; John 
19: 31, 42. This nagaoxivr} zov oafipdrov began, according 
to Josephus, 4 at the ninth hour, i. e. about 3 o'clock, in the after- 
noon before the commencement of the sabbath. As signifying 
the day of preparation for the festival, nagaoxevrj is found only 
John 19: 14, nagaoxevq too ndoxct, ['• e * of the passover in 
its widest sense, as inclliding the festival of unleavened bread]. 
That this meaning of the word accords with the probable usus 
loquendi of the Jews, and is not merely so taken for granted 
oat of favour to John, will be apparent, if we consider in detail the 
narration of the fourth gospel respecting the paschal supper of 
our Lord and the following events of his passion ; and examine, 
whether it is in accordance with the laws, with the customs of 

1 Joe. Ant. 2. 14. & See above. 9 Ibid. 

'Ibid.2.15.2. * Ibid. 16. 6. 2. 
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the Jews of that day, and with the accounts of the other evan- 
gelists. 

The gospel of John begins the history of our Lord's passion, 
13: 1, with the words, ngo H trjg iogtrji rov ndoxa. What 
now is the meaning of these words ? According to law and 
custom, the proper passover was on the fourteenth day of JVisan, 
and on the fifteenth was the festival. Hence, ngo zijc iog- 
Tfjg, "before the festival," was the day before the festival, 
the day of the proper passover, on which the paschal lamb 
was killed and eaten in common ; it was here also the eve 
or beginning of the paschal day, because upon the time 
thus specified in v. 1, followed the night in v. 30, %v di vvg; 
and the meal which our Lord then held with his disciples, v. 2, 
deinvov yepoptvov, was the eating of the paschal lamb. Conse- 

Suently, the time here meant is the first hours of the fourteenth 
ay of Nisan, twice twelve hours before the festival of the pass- 
over, the fifteenth day of Nisan. — In John 18: 26, it is related, the 
Jews would not go into the praetorium, " lest they should be de- 
filed, but that they might eat the passover, dXX i'va ydy&oi, to 
ndox a " What do these words mean ? According to the re- 

Eeated testimony of Josephus, and the express declaration in 
juke 22: 1, ndoxa is also the festival of unleavened bread, 
yiogitj tc3i> d&ncov; as likewise, we find iv rep ndoxa in John 
18: 39, parallel to xora login* in Matt. 27: 15. Mark 15: 6. 
Luke 23: 17. On this festival, according to the law, Lev. 23: 6, 
id a£u[ia, unleavened bread, was to be eaten ; and from Josh. 
5: 10, we learn that on the second passover-day, rd aGvpa, un- 
leavened bread, actually was eaten ; consequently the phrase 
iva yaywoi to naoxa is here synonymous with i'va qpdywoi rd 
afujua, and is therefore to be understood of the beginning of the 
proper festival, on the fifteenth day of Nisan, when by law and 
custom this particular kind of meal was to be held. In what it 
consisted, it does not here concern us to know ; enough, it was 
a meal established by law and custom. And Deut. 16: 1,2, as 
well as the usage of the rabbins, shews incontestibly, that nci|> 
even when killing and eating are mentioned, does not always 
mean exclusively the paschal lamb, but includes also other sac- 
rifices. 

John 19: 14, r\v di nagaoxeurj rov ndoxa* Are we here to 
understand a preparation for the proper paschal meal, as the 
author of the Probabilia assumes ? or do these words refer to 
the paschal festival ? So far as the usus loquendi of the Jews 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Time of our Lord's last Passover, etc. 1 17 

of that age is known to us, nagaoxtvti is used in reference to 
only one holy day, the sabbath ; — we know of no nagaoxivij for 
the proper paschal meal ; neither Josepbus, where he speaks of 
the killing of the lambs, 1 or elsewhere, nor the evangelists, 
where they relate the discourse of our Lord with his disciples 
respecting the passover, their questions, our Lord's commission, 
and the arrangements of the disciples, mention any nagaoxiv^^ — 
they employ neither the noun nor the verb, but merely say, 
izotpaoajfiev, iioifidoaif, tjroifAaoav, Matt. 26: 17,19. Mark 14: 
15, 16. Luke 22: 12, 13. On the other hand, Tiaaja, where 
the paschal lamb is not the special subject of discourse, means in 
Josephus and in the evangelists the festival^ 17 iogxrj xiav <xCv[acw 9 
and is so used by John in c. 18: 39, where he speaks of the 
custom of setting free a prisoner iv tw nao^a, for which the 
olber evangelists, in the parallel passages, employ xard r^v iog- 
n}r, Matt. 27: 15. Mark 15: 6. Luke 23: 17. But to this fes- 
tival was ascribed a character of sanctity, as to the sabbath, 
Ex. 12: 16. Lev. 23: 17; the latter had its nagaoxevij, and in 
like manner before the festival, upon the fourteenth day of Ni- 
san, all leaven was to be put away, and consequently a prepara- 
tion, a nagaoxevrj, made against the festival ; Ex. 12: 15 — 20. 
Hence nagaoxevrj tov nao%a is here the preparation for the fes- 
tival, and not for the proper paschal meal ; which moreover was 
prepared towards evening, and not in the forenoon, and John 
makes the remark in order to note the exact time of Jesus' con- 
demnation ; for which reason also be specifies the hour of the 
day, viz. the sixth hour, or noon. 

John 19: 31. That the Jews, since it was the preparation, 
ml xaoaoxtvTj rjv, did not wish the bodies to remain upon the 
cross on the sabbath, can here be said only of the nagaoxivq 
toil oappdvov, which all the evangelists concur in representing 
as the time when Jesus was taken down from the cross ; Mark 1 5: 
42, naoaoxivT}, o ion ngoodppatov. Luke 23: 54, nagaoxtvt}, 
*tuoapparop intywoxe. Now because this sabbath coincided with 
the first day of the proper festival, which also in itself was to be 
sanctified like the sabbath. John expressly subjoins nv y*g psydXtj 
jfUQa ixtlvov tov oappixov, "for that day of the sabbath was a great 
day." But only the first proper festival day can be here meant; for 
only this and the last or seventh day were faydXat, because these are 
called holy in the law; and not every day of the festival, as Guerike 

1 Joa. B. J. 6. 9. 3. 
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supposes, 1 from a misapprehension of tbe passage in the Sept. 
Is. 1: 13. The yptpu ptyukrj (Engl. ( calling of assemblies') is 
there put on an equality wilh the holy day, ihe sabbath, od/?/fara, 
and is therefore to be understood of' a festival ; as is shown also 
by the other passage quoted by him, Johu 7: 37, where it is 
expressly said, that *J wt'ya (iiyaXa was the last day, iox**y* 
These two words, %* ^(ydltj, serve here as a very exact desig- 
nation of the time. The festival, ij iogiy, was impending, and 
fell upon the sabbath, — not the second day of the festival, and 
still less tbe day of the paschal lamb ; for neither of these was 
fitydfo), but only the first and seventh days of the festival. Nor 
did the nupuoxeufj iou odfiftaiov continue a whole day, as Gue- 
rike asserts; but began, according to Josephus, 2 at the ninth 
hpur of the day before the sabbath, i. e. three hours before the 
commencement of the sabbath ; and, consequently, precisely at 
tbe time when Luke describes our Lord as having expired, 
c. 23: 44, "And there was darkness until the ninth hour;" 
com p. v. 46. This therefore is also particularly noted by John. 

According to tbe accounts, then, of the evangelist John, Je- 
sus partook with his disciples of the paschal lamb, as the law 
ordained and the Jews were wont, on the day before the festival 
of unleavened bread, in the first hours of the fourteenth day of 
Nisan ; in the night following this meal he was arrested ; on the 
morning following this uight, and consequently (since the festival 
of the passover began on the eve of the fifteenth) on tbe day of 
preparation for the festival, nagctoxtvij too naox*, he was con- 
demned and crucified ; and on the afternoon of tbe same day, 
in the nuQaoxtvri of the sabbath, upon which the first festival 
fell, and consequently after the ninth hour of the day, he was 
taken down from the cross and laid in the tomb. All this fol- 
lowed in the interval of one day, the fourteenth of Nisan, from 
its commencement at sunset till towards its closing hours before 
the sunset which ushered in the fifteenth ; in our way of reck- 
oning, from the evening of Thursday till towards the evening of 
Friday. 

How now do tbe other evangelists accord with the accounts of 
John? Luke relates, 22: 1, "The festival of unleavened bread drew 
near, which is called the passover, ^fy/ww di if togry. In v. 7, 
"Then came the day of unleavened bread, [i. e. in tbe widest 

1 In Winer's Neues Krit, Jouro. B. 3. Sl 3. 
a Jos. Ant 16. 6. 2. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Time of our Lord's last Passover, etc. 1 19 

sense,! when the passover must be killed, fjXfa di 17 v^tQa, t&v 
etifttov iw tj x. r. A." ». e. the day was coming, on which it must 
be killed, viz. the fourteenth of Nisan, rjlOi Aorist, — it hud not yet 
actually come, but was near; and now Jesus directs bis disci- 
ples to prepare the paschal lamb, v. 9 — 13. They go and do 
according to his directions ; and when now the hour was come, 
r. 14, 016 iyittxo 1} wpa, i. e. the hour of the coming day, on 
which, according to v. 7, the passover was to be killed [and 
eaten], and after it had actually been killed and prepared by the 
disciples, v. 9 sq. Jesus placed himself (reclined) with his twelve 
disciples at the table. But since that i/Afo v. 7, and this tyivtxQ 
v. 14, we cannot well suppose a whole night and a whole day 
(vvx&r}pfQQv) to have passed, quite to the end of the day to 
which t}lO* refers in v. 7 ; it must therefore be the beginning 
and not the end of that day which is here meant, viz. of the 
fourteenth of Nisan, on which by law and custom the paschal 
lamb was to be killed and eaten. I3 not this the same descrip- 
tion which Josepbus gives, in different places, of this custom and 
of ibis appointed time ? that on the thirteenth of JVisan, the pas- 
schal lambs should be made ready against the fourteenth ; l that 
the lambs were killed in the interval from the 9th to the 11th 
boor, or, in our mode of reckoning, from 3 to 5 o'clock ; * and, 
forooqff St irjg Ttoo6QtOKaidtxdirjg y as the fourteenth day was 
ushered in, the paschal meal was eaten ? 3 — In Luke 23: 44, there 
was darkness until the ninth hour ; v. 46, Jesus expires; v. 54, 
he is laid in the tomb ; H was the ftapaffxtt/i}, the sabbath drew 
on. 

According to Luke's narrative, then, Jesus ate the paschal 
lamb with his disciples, in the first hours of the fourteenth of 
Nisan ; was arrested in the night after this supper ; on the fol- 
lowing day was cruci6ed, expired, was buried during the 
nmgaexfvr], at the approach of the sabbath ; and since at all 
times the festival followed the fourteenth, and commenced on the 
fifteenth, so according to Luke also the sabbath and the first day 
of the proper festival fell together. All took place from the be- 
ginning of the fourteenth of Nisan till towards the close of the 
same day, i. e. from the evening of Thursday till towards the 
evening of Friday. 

1 Jot. Ant. 2. 14. 6. ■ Jos. B. J. 6. 9. a 

3 Joa. Ant. 2. 14. 6. 
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Matthew and Mark exhibit likewise their usual coincidence in 
their accounts of our Lord's last passover ; except that the 'lat- 
ter adds a few clauses in order to specify the time more defi- 
nitely. The date of the paschal supper, as given by Matthew 
and Mark, has apparently the most difficulty, and seems least of 
all to accord with the reckoning of John. It has therefore been 
the occasion of all the idle hypotheses and false theories which 
we find in the commentaries on the gospels ; and yet, after all, 
it harmonizes entirely with the accounts of John, of Luke, and 
with Josephus. We must, however, not forget, that the gospels 
are wholly popular writings, composed by men without scientific 
culture, who spoke and wrote in the language of common life, 
and are to be understood accordingly. 

The note of time in Matt. 26: 2, " Ye know that after two 
days is the passover," is of little importance. As rcao^a, with- 
out farther limitation, very commonly signifies the festival, 1 
which began with the fifteenth, Jesus may have spoken these 
words in the beginning of the thirteenth of Nisan, as Pau- 
lus also supposes f and according to the more definite notice of 
Mark 14: 1, fjw di to itdoxa xal xa atvfia fie id dvo x. t. A. "after 
two days was the passover and the festival," etc. the words were 
actually spoken somewhere about the close of the twelfth and 
the beginning of the thirteenth of Nisan ; for Jesus was then at 
an entertainment in the bouse of Simon, consequently towards 
evening. 3 

Matt. 26: 17, itj di ngmzri taiv aCufiuv, might in itself mean 
' on the first festival day,' the fifteenth of Nisan ; for strictly 
speaking that was tj itgdz^ tmv dti/iow. But Josephus reckons 
sometimes seven days of td dfrpa, when he speaks strictly ac- 
cording to the law ; and sometimes eight days, 4 in the language 
of common life, where the fourteenth of Nisan also may be reck- 
oned among the afu/ua, as in Luke 22: 7. The reason of this 
probably was, because on that day, according to Ex. 12: 15 and 
the Mishna, 5 every thing leavened was to be put away ; and 

i Luke 22: 1. * Comra. III. p. 96. 

3 This remark would seem to imply a lapsus animat on the part of 
the author ; for the account of the meal in Simon's house stands in 
no necessary connexion with the above note of time ; and is more- 
over said by John, 12: 1, to have taken place six days before the 
passover. — Ed. 

4 Jos. Ant 2. 15. 1. * Tract. Pesachim, c. 1. 
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thus there came out just eight days, when leavened bread was 
again introduced on the twenty-first. Consequently, the four- 
teenth of Nisan is to be understood here, as in Luke. The 
writer might however mean the beginning, the middle, or the 
end of that day. But Mark 14: 12, specifies the time more 
definitely : on to ncic/a Z&vov, " when they killed the paschal 
lamb ;" and after Jesus had now directed the disciples, in Matt. 
26: 18 and Mark 14: 13, to prepare the passover, and they had 
done this, it is said in Matt. 26: 20 and Mark 14: 17, oxplag yi- 
wftiwrjg artJHtro, " evening being come he reclined," etc. The 
representation then is, that on the first day of unleavened bread, 
when the paschal lamb was killed, after Jesus had directed his 
disciples to prepare the paschal meal, and when the evening was 
now actually come, he placed himself (reclined) at table with 
toe twelve. In what part of the fourteenth day of Nisan was 
this ? According to a custom already noticed, 1 resting probably 
oo pharisaical grounds, or introduced perhaps merely by way of 
caution, in order to have the killing of the lambs completed in 
all cases by the time fixed in the law, the lambs were killed not 
between the evenings, as was appointed by law, i. e. in the very 
beginning of the fourteenth day, but they were killed from the 
ninth to the eleventh hour of the thirteenth of Nisan, towards 
e?ening. Hence the latter part of the thirteenth of Nisan, from 
the ninth hour on, was in common parlance included under the 
name of the fourteenth, as one of the aCvfict ; because in these 
hst hours of the thirteenth, that had already been done which 
properly belonged to the first hours of the fourteenth ; and the 
phrases ttj npciry x£v dCufiWP and oxplag yivofAtvtjg consequently 
apply also to the interval from the ninth hour of the thirteenth 
to the beginning of the fourteenth of Nisan. Indeed, when on 
the afternoon of the thirteenth of Nisan the 100,000 lambs were 
driven to the temple, and the vast multitude of Jews collected 
from every quarter at Jerusalem were all in motion, in order to 
purchase a lamb and bring it to the slaughter and procure the 
other necessaries appertaining to the meal, if a stranger, aston- 
ished at the uproar, had inquired after the cause of it, would 
oot every Jew have replied : " It is the passover, 17 ngoittj xmw 
atipup ;" although we, with our book-knowledge, understand 
this name only of a time three hours later ? Is it not customary 

1 See p. 114 above. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 16 
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even among ourselves to speak of Christmas, or Easter, as being 
actually come, some hours or even a day before these festivals 
are publicly celebrated ? The Jews began their day strictly at 
sunset ; but the preceding natural day continues beyond sunset, 
beyond this arbitrary commencement of the new day, until it b 
fully night ; and in like manner, when there began at sunset a 
new day, more important and distinguished than the preceding, 
this following day, as the pars votior, threw back its name and 
dignity upon the last hours of the preceding one. A remark- 
able instance of this occurs in the description which the Mishna 
gives, of the libation of the priests during the feast of taberna- 
cles : " Every day of the festival, on the sabbath as well as on 
other days, the priests draw water from Siloah and pour it on 
the altar ; but the water which is to be poured out on the sab* 
bath, is brought on the eve of that day (a vespera sabbati) from 
Siloah, and is mean time set away covered in a vault of the 
temple." So in the Mishna, where the rabbins give their opin- 
ions respecting the labours to be permitted or forbidden on the 
sabbath, Mar Okelu says : " When one has prepared ointment 
on the eve of the sabbath (vespere sabbali) 9 and applies it on the 
sabbath, be commits no sin." There was- therefore an eve of 
the sabbath before its commencement ; and therefore probably 
an eve of the passover likewise before its beginning. 1 And in 
general, the latter part of the current day, perhaps from the 
ninth hour on, seems to have been regarded as the approach, 
beginning, diluculum, of tbe following ; hence ijuqxoaiUy Luke 
23:64. 

Mark 1 5: 42. In speaking of the arrangements for burying 
the body of Jesus, tbe writer adds : $v nagaonivfj, o iox* ngo- 
oafifiatopj i. e. the eve or preparation of the sabbath ; as in 
Luke 23: 54. John 19:31. 

Finally, in Matt. 27: 62, the day after the burial of Jesus is 
the sabbath, pcrd nj* napaoxeviiv ; and consequently, tbe time 
when our Lord held his last paschal meal with the disciples, was 
on Thursday evening of our reckoning. 

According to the accounts then of Matthew and Mark, and of 
course, as we have now seen, according to all the evangelists, 
Jesus held the paschal meal with his disciples, conformably to 
the prescriptions of the law and the custom of all the Jews, in 
the beginning of the fourteenth of Nisan ; in the night succeed- 

1 Comp. Paulus Comra. IV. p. 385, 474. 
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iag this meal he was arrested ; on the morning following was 
cobdemned and crucified ; he expired and was buried on the 
e?e or preparation of the sabbath, towards the end of the four- 
teenth of Nisan ; and all this took place, according to our mode 
of reckoning, in the interval from the evening of Thursday till 
towards the evening of Friday. John relates the circumstances 
.like all the other evangelists ; except that here, as in the other 
parts of his gospel generally, he specifies the dates with more 
exactness, and carefully distinguishes the days even to the hours, 
lo this we recognise the attentive observer and eye-witness. So 
that the existing confusion could not possibly have arisen in re- 
gird to this sectioirof history, had the proper degree of credit 
beeo attributed to bis testimony, and he himself been estimated 
as what he really is, the author of the chief gospel of the chris- 
tian dispensation. 

The explanation which we have given of the gospel history 
of our Lord's last passover, presents itself spontaneously, as the 
result of credible and incontestible accounts of Moses, of the 
evangelists, and of Josephus ; without any forced or artificial 
interpretation of single words or phrases ; without any hypothe- 
ses or arbitrary presuppositions ; and it removes all those stones 
of stumbling which have been thought to exist, either in the 
narratives of particular evangelists, or in the comparison of them 
with one another. 

Unfounded therefore, wholly, seem now to us the hypotheses, 
by the aid of which the author of the Probabilia attempts to 
explain the alleged contradictions in the fourth gospel, against 
itself and against the other evangelists. 

Empty and worthless are to us all other hypotheses which 
have been, in like manner, invented and dressed up with art ; 
e. g. as if Jesus had held only a naa%a fivtipowixor, or had cele- 
brated the &v<Hfiov with one party of the Jews a day earlier 
than the greater portion of the people. Such hypotheses are in 
part unsusceptible of proof and drawn merely from the air ; in 
part they have the express testimony of the evangelists against 
them ; and in part they by no means afford that aid which their 
inventors promised from them ; as Gabler and Paulus have fully 
shewn. It is not necessary even to apply any strange or un- 
usual modes of interpretation or ellipses, such as so many inter- 
preters have supposed^ to be requisite ; e. e. John 13: I ngo vijg^ 
iopxTJg, as if for ir t<$ Tzgoeogxly, — or John 19: 14, nagaoxevq 
row nio%a, as if put for nH*Q* tov nao%a t tjtie $v nagaomvtj 
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ttjg utydXtjg ypt'gag rov oafipatov tov ndaxcc, or for naQaoufvti 
i (ieyaXrj tov oaPfidtov, or for nagaoxevfj iv icjl naa%a<, etc. 
It will now be no longer necessary to inquire with prolixity, 
how Jesus, on the chief festival day of the passover, a day de- 
manding the repose of the sabbath, 1 could have been taken 
prisoner, and, amid so wild a tumult of the people and their 
leaders, been tried, condemned, and crucified ; for on this chief 
day of the festival Jesus rested already in his tomb. Nor, in 
order to support a preconceived opinion, will it do to allege, that 
judicial inquiries and executions were permitted on festival days 
and on the sabbath; for in Matt. 26: 5, the Sanhedrim them- 
selves use the precaution : " Not on the feast-day, lest there be 
an uproar among the people ;" and it was here not the multitude 
of the people that they thus professed to care for, since these 
were already convened and were not still to arrive, but the sa- 
credness of the sabbath united with the festival. Just as little 
can an appeal be made to Acts 12: 3, as affirming that Herod 
made havoc among the disciples of Jesus during Easter j for 
there only the finiQcu iojv dCuftcov are mentioned, without any 
mention of the festival, or first day, to which and the seventh 
alone a sacredness like that of the sabbath was attributed ; and 
further, Peter was only arrested, and was to have been executed 
only after the festival. The same holds good also of the passage 
cited by Paulus 9 from the Mishna, in support of the same opinion, 
viz. that "criminals condemned for blasphemy should be brought 
from the provinces to Jerusalem, and there executed during the 
festival ;" for what might be done on other days of the festival, 3 
was not necessarily permitted on the first and seventh days. 

With our explanation fully accords also the ancient tradition, 
which still survives in the customs of the christian church, viz. 
that the festival of pentecost, which always fell upon the same 
day of the week as the second day of the passover-festival, 
occurred for the first time in the christian church on Sun- 
day. For if, according to our view, the fifteenth of Nisan, 
which began Friday evening and continued till Saturday eve- 
ning, was at the same time the Jewish Sabbath and the paschal 
festival, ioprtj tdiv d(vfnuv % then the second day of the festival, 
beginning with Saturday evening, was Sunday ; and consequent- 
ly the first day of pentecost fell also on Sunday. There is 

1 Ex. 12: 16. Lev. 23: 7. Numb. 28: 18. 
* Comra. III. p. 54a 3 Lev. 2a- 15. 
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therefore no ground to cast suspicion on this very ancient tradi- 
tion, in order to get rid of the discrepancy arising out of the 
common view of the question ; nor to adopt the unfounded con- 
jecture, that the sabbath or the second paschal day probably 
occasioned a change ; nor, finally, to suppose with Guerike, 1 
that the apostles actually received the Holy Ghost on the first day 
of peotecost, but did not perceive the effects of it until the sec- 
ond day. — Nor does it present any ground of difficulty, when 
Jesos after the paschal meal says to Judas, John 13:29, "What 
thou doest, do quickly," and that this was understood by some 
of the disciples as a direction to purchase what was necessary 
for the festival ; as if this could not have suggested itself to their 
miods, because, if the festival occurred on the second day after, 
there was time the whole of the next day to make purchases ; 
and as if therefore this was merely a casual suggestion of one 
or another disciple, such as the wisest sometimes yield to mo- 
mentarily, which he immediately observed and endeavoured to 
mend: "Or that he should give something to the poor." 
Nevertheless, in such a vast multitude of persons as were usual- 
ly assembled in and around Jerusalem at the passover, an early 
provision for the necessaries of the festival might not have been 
so unnecessary ; nor this suggestion of the disciples been drawn 
» entirely from the air. 

And finally, when, as Irenaeus the disciple of Polycarp re- 
lates, 2 in the first Easter controversy between the orien- 
tal and occidental churches, in the second century, Polycarp 
appealed to the fact that Jesus partook of the paschal lamb for 
the last time along with the Jews ; aud affirms that he himself 
had received this account, as well as the custom of celebrating 
the passover yearly along with the Jews, from the apostle John ; 
(although the point in controversy was a different one, and prop- 
erly regarded only the mode of celebration in the church at that 
time;) he did not assuredly make his appeal to the oral instruc- 
tion alone received from the apostle John, but naturally also to 
kis gospel. Indeed this gospel testifies to that fact more clearly 
and expressly, than the other evangelists ; and instead of Poly- 
carp's declaration being, as the author of the Probabilia suppos- 
es, directly in contradiction with the fourth gospel, (e diametro 



1 In Winer's Neues krit. Journ. B. 3. St. 3. 
* See Euseb. Hist Ecc. V. 24. 
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contradixiaeU) it is on the contrary perfectly in accord with it, 
and furnishes a remarkable testimony to its truth. 

Other minor circumstances speak also in favour of our ex- 
planation, upon which it is not necessary here to dwell ; e. g. 
the opinion of the Greek church, that the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper was 6rst instituted with common leavened bread ; 
because Jesus ate the passover on the evening following the thir- 
teenth of Nisan, i. e. at the beginning of the fourteenth. With 
this harmonizes also the statute in Ex. 12: 15, that on the first 
paschal day every thing leavened should be put away ; as also 
the account of Maimonides, that arabng the ancient Jews it was 
not forbidden to eat leavened bread up to the middle of the 
fourteenth of Nisan ; probably in correspondence with its being 
again prepared on the twenty-first. So in 1 Cor. 5: 7, the 
apostle reminds Christians, that Christ, as a paschal lamb, is 
already sacrificed for them ; and therefore he now urges them 
to put away all leaven, and keep the festival of the passover 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

From the explanation which we have now carried through, 
we see incontrovertibly, that it has been alone the misapprehen- 
sion of interpreters, that has occasioned all the alleged obscuri- 
ty and discrepancy of the evangelists in this part oi their histo- 
ry. Just as clearly also does it now appear, that the author of 
the Probabilia, by the aid of similar misapprehension and by an 
art peculiar to himself, has himself produced those contradic- 
tions which he professes to have found in the fourth gospel. 
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Art. V. Outlines of ▲ Course of Theological Study 
for the use of Students. 

Praptrad by the Theological Faculty in tbe Unireraity of Leipsic Translated from tbe 
German by the Editor.* 

Introduction. 

§ 1. The successful prosecution of any study depends upon 
a proper choice of the objects of study, and upon a good be- 
ginning. Ignorance of the true object in view and the extent of 
it, as also the want of a regular plan in respect to diligence both 
in public and private study, have often heen the source of irre- 
trievable injury even to the most gifted mind. 

§ 2. It is therefore the purpose of the Theological Faculty, 
in the following pages, to present to the young theologian as com- 
plete a view as possible of the whole circle of theological science, 
and also brief instructions for pursuing the study of it in this uni- 
versity. 

$3. Tbe essential features of this outline of theological Pro- 
paedeutics, 1 (called also Hodegetics, Isagoge, Introduction, etc.) 

• The following article, it will be perceived, is similar in its char- 
acter to one published in a former number of this work, Vol. I. p. 
613 sq. which was drawn up by the Theological Faculty of the Uni- 
verthy of Halle. The present one, however, exhibits a more con- 
tused yiew of the subject, and also imparts more definite advice in 
rwpect to the mode of pursuing theological studies. It was therefore 
thought expedient to insert it, as a correct and interesting outline of 
the state and character of theological science in Germany. It was 
transmitted to the Editor by Pro£ Hahu, and is not improbably from 
ha pen.— Ed. 

1 Propaedeutics, Hodegelics, hagoge, equivalent to the Greek words 
npniaidda, ofy/ia, tiaayoyyi), (or rather to adjective forms, noonaidev- 
• too?, odripftixog,) all mean preparatory instruction, i. e. directions for 
entering upon the study of any science. Theological Encyclopaedia 
b tbe circle of theological sciences, or a mere theoretical survey and 
enumeration of them. Methodology consists of practical directions as 
to tbe best method of study, etc. as above explained in the text. — 
Compare the article in Vol I. p. 901, of this work.— Ed. 
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will therefore consist : I. In a sketch of the different parts of 
theological science in their organic connexion and relations to 
e&ch other, i. e. the outlines of a Theological Encyclopaedia. 
II. In showing how the study of theology must in general be 
arranged and pursued, viz. in what order and succession the lec- 
tures upon theological subjects may most appropriately be beard ; 
in what connexion with each other and with preparatory and 
auxiliary studies and sciences they may best be taken up ; and 
how they may be best aided and sustained by private diligence 
and various exercises. This is Theological Methodology. 

$ 4. In order to hope for success in the study of theology, 
the student must not only feel a decided internal call to this pro- 
fession, but must also possess a previous general education and 
liberal cultivation of mind, or a certain amount of thorough pre- 
paratory knowledge ; most of which is usually acquired in the 
higher schools. As necessary portions of this we may here 
specify more particularly, an acquaintance with Philology, (the 
Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages,) with History, and with 
the Mathematics. 

§ 5. But as the preparatory studies cannot well be carried far 
enough at the high schools, they must therefore be continued at 
the university ; and the first year especially should be chiefly, if 
not exclusively, devoted to them. To these however should be 
superadded the perusal of other branches ; without an acquaint- 
ance with which the loftier heights of science can never be ap- 
proached. These are distinguished from the strictly theological 
studies, and included under the name of auxiliary sciences; by 
means of which the preparatory education of the student is car- 
ried out to a wider extent and its foundations more deeply laid. 
In the university language these are called the philosophical sci- 
ences ; because they are mostly taught in the lectures of those 
professors who belong to the so-called Faculty of Philosophy. 1 

§6. These studies, particularly Logic and Mathematics, 
stand in the most intimate connexion with all true science, and 
especially with the thorough scientific study of Christian Theol- 
ogy and its different branches ; and they constitute with the lat- 
ter several parallels, which correspond throughout, viz. 

1. Philology corresponds to excgttical theology, — both the 
Greek-occidental or classical, and oriental philology in general. 

1 See VoL I. p. 7, of this work. 
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This is true also of both the constituent parts of these sciences, 
the grammatico-Uxical, and the archaeological. The results of 
grammatico-lexical study not only serve to prepare the way and 
a&rd a basis for judging of the character of the biblical lan- 
guage and idioms ; but they are often the only sources of exe- 
getical certainty and thoroughness. But an acquaintance with 
the subjects, which are usually comprehended under the term 
Archaeology, such as geography, chronology, religion ( with my- 
tbology), politics, the civil and domestic manners ana customs 
of ancient nations, is also not less important to the biblical inter- 
preter, on account of the very numerous allusions to them in the 
Hply Scriptures. 

2) The Philosophy of Religion, — both metaphysics and eth- 
ics,— corresponds to systematic theology, i.e. dogmatic and 
moral theology. 

3) The general History of the World, and also in particular 
the history of different religions and modes of worship, and of 
the various philosophical systems, stands in very close relation 
with the history of the christian religion and church, and of the 
manifold forms of christian doctrine. 

4) Rhetoric, Paedogogics, and Psychological Anthropology, 
are auxiliary studies, which yield important aid in the depart- 
ment of practical theology. 



I. Outlines of Theological Encyclopaedia. 

§7. Christian Theology, regarded as a science, comprises 
two grand divisions, viz. Theoretical and Practical theology. 
The former regards Christianity in and by itself, as a higher and 
nobler phenomenon in the life of man, and aims to unfold it in 
its origin, in its essential nature, and in its various modi 6c at ions 
and historical character. The latter instructs the future teacher 
of religion how to proceed in communicating to others, in the 
best possible manner, the knowledge and conviction which he 
himself has acquired, and also that higher spiritual life which 
these are adapted to awaken. 

1. Theoretical Theology. 

$8. This comprises again a threefold subdivision, according 
ts its object in regard to divine truth and evangelical doctrine, 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 17 
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is: (1) To derive them, in their original purity and felnese, im- 
mediately from the authentic records, by means of correct inter- 
pretation ; (2) To arrange and unite them, according to their 
different parts, and in conformity with their fundamental princi- 
ple, into one complete whole ; (3) To describe their effects, 
and narrate their history, in the world. Hence the division into 
Exegetical, Systematic, and Historical theology ; each of which, 
again, has its own special subdivisions. 

E»|eUc*l Theology. 

§9. The exegetical theologian has for his object: (l)To 
examine the condition of the records which have been handed 
down to us ; to ascertain those which are genuine ; and to ex- 
hibit them in a text as pure and complete as possible. (2) To 
acquire a knowledge of languages, antiquities, etc. (§ 6,) which 
shall render the proper understanding of the Holy Scriptures 
accessible to him. (3) To become acquainted with the laws and 
conditions necessary for the correct application of all the means 
of interpretation. (4) Actually to apply all these in every re- 
spect with conscientiousness and skill. — Exegetical theology, 
therefore, may be subdivided into four branches, viz. Biblical 
Criticism, which is either taught separately, or, very frequendy, 
in connexion with an historical Introduction to the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testament ; Biblical Philology, including the 
knowledge both of languages and of antiquities, etc. Theoretical 
and Practical Exegesis, i.e. Biblical Hermeneutics and Exegesis. 
The latter, or practical exegesis, as being the actual interpreta- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures, is the grand object, to which all the 
other branches stand in the relation of means; and this is better 
learned from oral instruction and living example, viva vox ma- 
gistri, than from any rules. 

Note. Herrruneutics is also sometimes taught separately ; some- 
times along with an Introduction to the Scriptures ; and sometimes 
in connexion with exegesis itself. 

fljnUnttit Thtoltfy. 

§10. This is the systematic arrangement and exhibition of 
the doctrines contained in the holy, records, as ascertained by 
means of exegesis. Since now these doctrines appertain partly 
to cbristian/aM, and partly to christian life, the whole is subdi- 
vided into dogmatics, or the doctrines relating to faith, and 
ethics or morals, i.e. the doctrines relating to practice. 
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§11. Dogmatic*, or dogmatical theology, is the science which 
utiles and exhibits the biblical doctrines respecting faith into one 
complete and systematic whole, and traces them back* to the ul- 
timate grounds on which they rest. But as the doctrines of 
christian faith hare, from the very first, partly stood in opposi- 
tion to other forms of religion, and partly been exhibited under 
different modifications by various parties and teachers in the 
church, it is not unusual to make a distinction between biblical 
dogmatics, (more commonly called biblical theology,) and ecele- 
nastical. These branches are not only often taught separately; 
but there are also several subordinate branches, connected with 
this biblical-ecclesiastical theology as their main science, viz. 
Apologetics, Symbolics, Polemics, and Irenics. 

§ 12. It is the province of Apologetics to defend Christianity 
as a divine revelation against all opposers. 

The province of Symbolics lies partly in presenting a knowl- 
edge of the symbolical writings, i. e. the public creeds or confes- 
sions of faith of the churches ; and partly in an exhibition of the 
peculiar doctrines contained in them, by which one church is 
distinguished from another. 

Polemics is the scientific arrangement and exhibition of the 
proofs of those particular doctrines, as to the reception of which 
different confessions disagree. 

Irenics has for its object the end of all strife. Consequently 
its first aim is tolerance ; and then, after the avoidance of hin- 
drances by the removal of error and doubt, its ultimate aim is 
tie union of aU christian sects and parties* As such, it is also 
called Uenotics. 

§ 13. Christian Ethics, or Moral Theology, is the science 
which treats of the essential nature and conditions of christian vir- 
tue. It has the subordinate branches of Ascetics and Casuistry. 
The former of these is the scientific exhibition of all the motives, 
means, and exercises, (danrjoetQ,) by which the heart and will 
of the Christian may be guided, purified, and confirmed in vir- 
tue. The latter sets forth the principles, according to which, in 
particular cases of conscience (casus conscientiae), where two or 
fflore duties seem to come in collision, the question must, in 
conformity with christian morals, be decided. 

Historical Tbtologj. 

$ 14. This has for its province to describe, both in general 
and in particular, the chances which the religion of the Bible and 
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the ecclesiastical institutions connected with and dependent on it, 
have experienced; and also those which have been either caused, 
or in any way occasioned, by the influence of this religion and 
these institutions. In accordance with the different divine dis- 

Snsations, this science falls into two principal divisions, viz. 
istory of the Old and of the New Covenant. 

§15. The history of the Old Testament Religion and The- 
ocracy, should consist of a philosophical (pragmatisch) exhibi- 
tion of the historical accounts respecting the origin and develope- 
ment of the Jewish Monotheism, and of the theocratic state 
established by ancient revelation before the time of Christ ; not 
only in respect to its original constitution and object, but also 
in its deformed and degenerate condition in the periods imme- 
diately before and after the coming of Christ. It will likewise, 
be understood as a matter of course, that an accurate acquaint- 
ance with the Jewish doctrines, sects, and manners and customs, 
is an essential prerequisite for the correct interpretation, not only 
of the books ol the Old Testament, but also for those of the New. 

§ 16. The second division of Historical Theology commonly 
appears under the name of the History of the Christian Church. 
It includes, however, as much the history of ecclesiastical opin- 
ions, as it does the externa] character and constitution of the 
dburch ; and is therefore properly termed the History of the 
Christian Religion and Church. 

§17. But the uncommon extent and high importance of this 
branch of theological science, has been the occasion of separat- 
ing some of the subjects belonging to it, and treating of them in 
particular works and courses of lectures. Thus the exhibition 
of the original formation, of the developement, and of the vari- 
ous modifications and changes in the system of religious faith, 
constitutes the History of Christian Doctrine ( Domengeschichte). 
The description of the external institutions ol the church, in their 
relations to time and space, their favourable and unfavourable 
changes, both in general and in particular countries and com- 
munions, is usually given under the name of Ecclesiastical Sta- 
tistics, Constitutions, or also Archaeology. 

$ 18. But even in these wide fields, a minute and thorough 
acquaintance with the subjects, requires that some particular 
portions should be handled separately. Thus we have the His- 
tory of the Apostolic Age ; Patristics, or an account of the lives, 
writings, ana doctrines of the earlier christian teachers, particu- 
larly those of the first five or six centuries ; the History of the 
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Martyrs; that of Heretics ; of the Middle Ages; of Scholasti- 
cism; of Mysticism; of the Hierarchy in genera], and of the 
Roman Hierarchy (the Popes) in particular ; the History of 
Councils ; of the Ecclesiastical Orders, especially of Monasti- 
cism; History of the Reformation; of Missions ; of Theological 
Science and Literature, etc. 

2. Practical Theology. 

§ 19. This embraces, in accordance with its great aim*(§ 7), 
all the branches of theological science which relate to Preaching. 
The object of them all is, to point out the multiplied ways and 
forms, in which the truths of the Christian religion may be most 
certainly and effectually brought home to, and appropriated by, 
the hearts of men, according to their various capacities and tem- 
peraments respectively. This department is therefore often 
called Pastoral Theology; although according to the prevailing 
terminology, this last is still treated as a particular branch of 
practical theology. 

$20. But as a clergyman is placed in various relations, so he 
must act in different ways for the improvement and edification 
of the members of the visible church, and the advancement of 
Christ's kingdom on earth. He must be the living herald and 
interpreter of God's word before the people; the teacher of 
those who need instruction, especially of the young ; the mana- 
ger and steward of the public services of religion, and of par- 
ticular sacred ordinances ; and finally the director, the repre- 
sentative, and the pastor, of particular churches. Hence the 
whole department of practical theology is comprised in the four 
following branches of study, preparatory to the proper exercise 
of the pastoral office : Homiletics, Catechetics, Liturgies, and 
Pastoral Theology. 

$21. Homiletics, or the theory of christian eloquence, 
teaches the proper method in which connected public discourses 
on the truths of religion, are to be composed and delivered. 

§22. Catechetics points out the best mode of imparting in- 
struction in religious truth to children and those who are spiritu- 
ally unlearned, in the catechetical (erotematic) form, according 
to their individual necessities and capacities. 

§23. Liturgies treats of the public services of religion; it 
teaches the appropriate arrangement of public worship ; and de- 
signates particularly the forms which the clergyman is to follow 
in the performance of his official duties. 
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§ 24. Pastoral Theology (Instruction in Pastoral Wisdom, 
i. e. Pastoral Science) points out in what manner the clergyman, 
as a pastor having the care of souls, should order his conduct io 
all his relations to the people under his charge ; and also, as a 
servant of the church and state, towards those who are set over 
him. Hence, also, the science of Pastoral Theology includes 
at least some degree of attention to the Ecclesiastical or Canon 
Law; or, if not to this general subject, (which is usually taught 
by the Professors of Law,) yet to that particular branch of it 
which is recognized as valid in the church, country, or province, 
where the individual is to spend his days. 

II. Outlines of Theological Methodology. 

$ 25. If it be the province of Theological Encyclopaedia to 
introduce the young theologian to an acquaintance with the cir- 
cle of sciences on which be is about to enter ; it is in like man- 
ner the province of Methodology, as a branch of Hodegetics, to 
lead him to personal diligence and activity in these studies, and 
teach him how to shape his course and direct his efforts, so as 
to make the best possible use of the short period of academic 
life, and derive from it the greatest and most enduring pro6t. 

§ 26. With this view we here subjoin -a plan, specifying the 
order and succession in which the different branches of theologi- 
cal science, and consequently, in an academic life, the courses 
of lectures, may most appropriately be heard and studied. 

Note. It is of course impossible to give a plan, which shall corres- 
pond to the wants and circumstances of every individual student. 
Many therefore will doubtless feel themselves compelled to deviate 
from our plan in some particulars. The following may be some 
of the causes : 

1) The order and character of the lectures themselves ; or the 
hours at which they are delivered, — at the same hour perhaps with 
other lectures which one must hear. 

2) The respect and confidence which the student may have for 
this or that instructor, may induce an earlier or later or repeated at- 
tendance on his lectures. 

3) Iu proportion to their previous preparation or intellectual capaci- 
ty, some will be more and some leas qualified to attend this or that 
course of lectures. 

4) The following plan is arranged upon the supposition, that the 
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whole count of study is to occupy only three yeare. But if a stu- 
dent can devote -a longer time to the academic course, (which certain- 
ly it Tery much to be desired,) he will be able readily to make the 
proper modifications in our plan ; and what is here suggested, will 
not, eren in that case, cease to be useful to him. 

General Outline of the Plan. 

§ 21. The first of the three academic years is to be devoted 
chiefly to those branches of theological science which are prepar- 
atory; the second year to the historical and systematic branches; 
and the third year to the practical branches. But the exegetical 
studies must throughout accompany the others; and for this reason 
it is advisable to attend, during the two first years at least, exe- 
getical lectures on the most important and most difficult books 
of the Holy Scriptures. 

First Tear. 

§ 28. The chief study in this year should be the Philosophi- 
cal Sciences, (see § 5,) viz. Philosophy together with the other 
auxiliary branches, as Philology both classic and biblical, and 
History. These studies should indeed be still further pursued 
as the companions of those which are more strictly theological ; 
while the latter ought in this year not only to be attended to in 
the way of preparation, but actually commenced. 

The following courses of lectures are to be attended : 



FIRST IIM E8TXB. 

Lofie and Metaphysics. 

Exposition of one or more of the 

Classics. 
Grammar and the philosophy of 

Grameser. 
History. 
Historical and Critical In trod action 

to the Writings of the O. and 

N. Test, 
txtfesi* ef the O. and N. Test. 
Jtvisn Archaeology and Philosophy. 



SECOND SEMESTER. 

Moral Philosophy. 
Psychology and Anthropology. 
History or Philosophy. 
Exposition of some Classic. 
Historical and Critical latrodoctiaii 

to the Writings of the O. and N. 

Testament.* 
Exegesis of the O. and N. Test. 
History of the Church. 1st Half. 
Criticism (Kritik). 



* Whenever lectures on the same subjects are assigned to different 
straesters, it is to be understood that they ha? e previously either not been 
hard at all, or only in part. 
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Note. Even in case all the lectures above proposed should be ac- 
tually delivered and attended, they would not require on an average 
more than four or at most five hours a day ; and there would conse- 
quently always remain time for recreation and private study. 

For a course of private study, the following subjects may be 
recommended, especially when there are no lectures upon 
them ; viz. the History of Philosophy down to the present 
time ; Biblical Archaeology and History; the Hellenistic Greek 
in general, and the Dialect of the New Testament in particular; 
together with the cursory reading of the New Testament and the 
Historical books of the Old in the original. Besides this, Dw- 
putatoria upon philosophical problems, either under the gui- 
dance of an instructor or with intelligent friends, will be found 
very useful. 

Second Year. 

§ 29. The attention in this year should be chiefly directed 
to Historical and Systematic Theology. 

The following lectures are to be attended : 



THIRD 8XMXSTXR. 

History of the Church, lit or 2nd 
Half. 

Systematic Theology (Dogmatik). 

History of Christian Doctrine, 1st 
Half. 

Biblical Theology. 

Patristics. 

Exegesis of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. 

Exposition of some Classic. I 



FOURTH SXMESTXR. 

History of the Church, 2nd Half. 

Systematic Theology (Dojrmatik), 
1st or 2nd Half. 

History of Christian Doctrine. 1st 
or 2nd Half. 

Ethics. 

Archaeology of the Chorch. 

Exegesis of the Old and New Testa- 
ment. 

History of different Religions. 



Note. For the course of private study may be particularly recom- 
mended, the repetition of the lectures and a perusal of the text 
books, as also disputatoria on important theological topics ; the con- 
tinuance of the cursory perusal of the original Scriptures, along with 
the attendance on exegetical lectures. More especially, however, 
would we also recommend to the student the comparison of what he 
hears and learns with distinguished works on ecclesiastical history, 
systematic theology, and apologetics. Such works, in case he does 
not possess them, may be perused in the public library, or also bor- 
rowed from it 
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Pastoral Theology. 

Practical Exegesis. 

Practical Horn ile tics, and Catechet- 
ical Exercises. 

Priyate Examinations on Systematic 
Theology and Church History. 
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Third Year. 

§ 30. The chief study of this year is Practical Theology ; 
while tbe study of Systematic Theology and the other branches, 
so far as not completed, is to be pursued and 6nished. 

Hence the following lectures are to be attended : 

FIFTH SXJf IST1R. 

Systematic Theology (Doffmatik). 

2nd Half. ^ 
History of Christian Doctrine, 2nd 

Htlf. 
History of the Reformation. 
Srmbolics. 
nomUsties. 
Pteisfofics in general, and Cate- 

chetics in particular. 
Extgesis. 

Nan. The number of hours necessary to be devoted, during this 
year, to tbe public lectures, cannot be very great ; unless (what in- 
deed k yery much to be desired) the learner continues at the same 
time to hear lectures on the auxiliary sciences, and also perhaps 
on mathematics, natural philosophy and history, etc or on some 
particular branches of the great divisions of the theological sciences. 
It is therefore recommended to the student, to endeavour, in his 
private studies, to appropriate to himself what he has hitherto accu- 
mulated, and convert it into materials for his own independent course 
of thought. He will also do well to read attentively and studiously 
some of the more difficult books of Scripture ; and to prepare him- 
self fully for the homiletic and catechetical exercises. This is 
tbe more important ; because without such preparation, these ex- 
ercises cannot be attended with the full advantage proposed. To 
kad the pupil to independence in his conceptions and mode of treat- 
ing given subjects, is one great object of the Literary Societies con- 
nected with the University. 

Should any one have a desire and calling to pursue his studies in a 
more thorough manner, and especially to trace the peculiar phenom- 
ena of the biblical grammatical forms up to their remotest sources 
•ad germs ; it will be proper for him to learn also the kindred 
Bbemitish dialects, especially the Aramaean (Syriac and Chaldaic) 
*ad Arabic, and then likewise the Samaritan and Rabbinic. In 
•oca cases the study of these languages should be commenced, at 
the latest, in the second year ; and if perhaps he would aim at some 
future time himself to become a teacher, he will find it necessary 
to prolong very considerably his academic course. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 18 
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Art. VI. Paul as the Apostle of the Heathen. His 
Education and Call. 

From Neander'i " Hiitory of the Planting and Progren of the Christian Church under tfae 
Apostles," Vol. I. Translated from the German by the Editor. 

[The following article is selected from a work* already announced 
as in a course of translation by the Editor. Besides its intrinsic ex- 
cellence, it may serve as a specimen of that work, and of the spirited 
and profound views which are characteristic of Neander. In our 
next Number we propose to give a longer extract, on the Constitution 
and worship of the primitive Churches. — Ed.] 

The 6rst beginning bad now been made towards the inde- 
pendent spread of Christianity among heathen nations ; the ap- 
pointment of the gospel as an independent means of training up 
all nations for tbe kingdom of God, was recognized by the apos- 
tles ; and therefore no opposition on their part could now arise, 
when it should be applied as such among the heathen. While 
now through a connected series of providences in the divine 
wisdom, the great obstacle was thus removed which had stood 
in the way of the conversion of heathen nations, and the first 
impulse was given to this conversion itself; through other re- 
markable arrangements of the divine wisdom, the great cham- 
pion of the faith, through whom the work thus prepared was to 
be completed, and the foundation laid for the salvation of the 
heathen through all coming ages, was called to the station which 
he was to occupy in the progress of the kingdom of God. This 
was the apostle Paul ; who stands forth pre-eminent in the his- 
tory of the progress of Christianity, not only from the wide ex- 
tent of his apostolic field of labour ; but particularly from the 
circumstance, that through him especially the fundamental 
truths of the gospel were unfolded in their lively organic con- 
nexion with each other, and compacted into one firm system 
of doctrine ; and also that through him, especially in one point 
of view, the essential features of the gospel in relation to the na- 
ture of man, were brought out into the fullest light. Hence the 
new feeling of christian life, which so often awakes in the church 
at large and in individuals, has ever drawn its sustenance par- 
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ticulariy from the writings of this apostle. And although history 
discovers to us only a few traces out of the earlier life of Paul, 
before his entrance on the apostolic calling ; yet she discloses 
enough to demonstrate to us, how he was trained by the whole 
coarse of bis peculiar moral and intellectual developement, pre- 
cisely for that, which be was to become, and which was to be 
accomplished through him. 

Saul or Paul — the former the original Hebrew name, and the 
latter its Hellenistic form ! — was a native of Tarsus in Cilicia. 
That he was born there, rests upon his own testimony; 9 and, as 
varying from this, the tradition mentioned by Jerome, 3 that he 
was born in the town of Gishala in Galilee, can have no au- 
thority ; although this tradition may so far have had a founda- 
lioo in truth, that his parents perhaps, at an earlier period, were 
inhabitants of that place. 4 As we do not know how long he re- 
mained under the paternal roof, we cannot determine what in- 
fluence was exerted upon his culture by an education in the 
metropolis of Cilicia, a city which as a seat of literature was 
ranked by the side of Athens and Alexandria. 5 His early ac- 
quaintance with the Greek language and with the national pecu- 
liarities of that people, was doubtless not without influence upon 

1 This latter became the prevailing form after be had devoted his 
life to the conversion of the heathen, Acts 13: 9. 

* Acta 21: 39. 22: 3. 3 Hieron. de V. J. c. 5. 

4 Were we entitled with Paulus, in his work: tt Des Apoetels Pau- 
las Lehrbriefe an die Galater und Romerchristen," p. 323, to understand 
the word kftqcuog in PhiL 3: 5, and 2 Cor. 11:22, as denoting the op- 
posite of ilXTjyurTTig, this would furnish some support to the above hy- 
pothesis ; because it would thence follow, that Paul could boast of his 
descent from a Palestine family, and not merely from Hellenistic Jews. 
But as Paul calls himself kpqouog, although by birth he was certainly 
i Hellenist, it is apparent that the word cannot be understood in this 
narrower sense. In the latter passage, especially, where it is put as 
equivalent to an Israelite, one of the descendants of Abraham, the 
word manifestly has not this narrower meaning. Comp. Bleek, EinJ. 
ia d. Brief an d. Hebraer, p. 32. 

5 Strabo, who wrote in the time of Augustus, places Tarsus in this 
respect even above those two cities. Geogr. 14. 5, toaavrij toig 
MUt ar&Qwnoi^ anovdif nqog re <pilo<roq>iav xal %r\v SXXrjy iyxvxltov 
•Rovor naideiar yiyovtv, mr& vneqpiflXrpTai xal 'A&rjvag xal AU$dy- 
tytiw xal at iwa alloy tonov dwatov thinv, h <w axolal xal dicnqtpal 
far ydoa&qwr ytyovaai. 
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bis training as a teacher for nations of Grecian origin. Still, the 
few citations from the Greek poets which occur in his speech at 
Athens and in his epistles, do not of themselves prove, that he 
became acquainted with the literature of Greece by early edu- 
cation. It is quite possible, though in connexion with the pbari- 
saical zealotry of Paul not probable, that in consequence of the 
freer views of his more liberal-minded teacher, Gamaliel, in re- 
spect to Greek literature, be was led to occupy himself with this 
while at Jerusalem. It might assuredly be expected from a man 
of his ready and versatile mind, — from a man of an ardour like 
his, which triumphed over all difficulties connected with his 
calling ; of a love like his, which translated him into the very 
position of those among whom be had to labour, into their wants 
and weaknesses ; that he would be induced, from his very field 
of labour among nations of Greek culture, to acquire some ac- 
quaintance with their writers. In his mode of presenting sub- 
jects, the Jewish element in his education manifestly shows itself 
predominant. His peculiar dialectics he acquired not in the 
Greek, but in the Jewish school. 

The name Saul, which signifies one asked for, one desir- 
ed, 1 may perhaps refer to his having been bestowed upon 
bis parents as a long desired firstborn son, the child of pray- 
ers; 9 from this, the further inference might be drawn, that be 
was immediately set apart by his father, a Pharisee, for the 
service of religion ; and with that view was sent in early youth 
to Jerusalem, there to be trained in a school of the Pharisees 
as a learned interpreter of scripture and tradition. Indeed 
it was customary in Tarsus, in order to acquire a learned edu- 
cation, thus to visit foreign schools, 3 — a fact, however, which 
does not strictly require to be here taken into the account. It 
was important for him, that in the pharisean school at Jerusalem, 
he appropriated to himself that systematic form of mental disci- 

!)line, which was afterwards of so much service to him in un- 
blding the contents of the christian scheme ; and that he there 
also, as was likewise the case with Luther, became so thoroughly 
acquainted with that theological system, which at a later period 

1 b«lfiW3, Part. Pass, of ±&p to ask. This inference is too uncertain 
to permit us to lay much stress upon it. 

* As among the Christians of the first century the names Theodore, 
Theodoret, etc. 

3 Comp. Strabo I. c. 
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be was to combat from its very root. A youth of the fiery and 
energetic character of Paul, must have embraced with his whole 
soul whatever he adopted ; from his very temperament he must 
have been prone to exaggerating and repulsive zeal ; and these 
tendencies found great sustenance in Phariseeism. We may 
infer, both from the peculiar character of his mind, and from v 
what he has here and there said of himself, that he strove to sur- 
pass all those of his own age in the practice of legal piety ac- 
cording to the tenets of the severer Phariseeism. But well 
might Paul — the more earnest his endeavours after holiness were, 
the more he had to combat with the perverse impulses of a fiery 
and passionate nature, which would not be held in check by the 
curb of the law, — have so much the more occasion to learn from 
his own experience the unholy disunion in the nature of man, 
which arises where the moral consciousness makes its power felt 
as an authoritative law, while the man ever feels himself hurried 
away by the power of ungodly propensities, against his better 
will and desire. Paul could never have described this situation 
in so vivid and striking a manner in the seventh chapter of Ro- 
mans, bad he not thus learned it from his own experience. It 
was important for him, that he went over to the gospel from a, 
situation where the great aim was, by all kinds of artificial 
hedges and barriers, to protect one's self against the might of the 
desires and passions, and force one's self to good ; 1 in order 
that at a later period, he might testify from his own personal 
experience, in which he appears as the representative of all those 
who are capable of earnest moral effort, how deeply the feeling 
of the need of atonement is seated in the very nature of man- 
kind ; in order that he might be able to portray from his own 
experience, the relation existing between that internal freedom 
which proceeds from faith in an atonement, and the bondage of 
the legal state. Paul as a Pharisee in conflict with himself, 
doubtless had experiences similar to those of Luther in the 
cloister of Erfurdt. 

Although in the pbarisean dialectics and interpretation of 
the law, he was a faithful and zealous disciple of Gamaliel, 
still we cannot thence infer, that the spirit of moderation 
by which Gamaliel is said to have been distinguished, and 

1 A* e. § . from the pbarieatc point of view it is said : Instead of 
\mvwg «JJ to tbe free course of the disposition, one should compel 
himself to do this or that good action by a vow. Vows are tbe hedg- 
es of sanctity, DTii'nft!? A^O fi*Yja. See Pirke AwO% § 13. 
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which at first displayed itself in his opinion respecting the 
new sect, 1 before this came in conflict with the theology of the 
Pharisees, passed over in like manner upon Paul. For the 
disciple, especially a disciple of so energetic and peculiar a 
spirit, appropriates to himself the intellectual influence of his 
teacher, only so far as this is in harmony with his own disposi- 
tion of mind. The sternness of Paul's disposition, the fire of 
his nature, and the fire of his youth, combined to render him a 
vehement persecuting zealot, against every thing opposed to that 
system which he regarded as alone holy. And as now, through 
the views of Stephen, the new doctrines seemed to take a more 
hostile turn against the pharisean theology, he therefore became 
the most vehement persecutor of these doctrines. After the 
martyrdom of Stephen, when many followers of the gospel had 
sought refuge in foreign lands, he felt himself called to act 
against the new sect in the city of Damascus, where it had 
gained many adherents. And be hastened thither, after having 
received from the Sanhedrim, the highest ecclesiastical tribunal 
among the Jews and in this respect acknowledged also by the 
Romans, which had power to punish all violators of the law, full 
authority for the imprisonment of all Christians. 2 

In regard now to the great change which was wrought in 
Paul upon this journey, undertaken as it was by him for the de- 
struction of the christian faith, the hypothesis is certainly possible, 
that perhaps this great event appears to us as something so sud- 
den and supernatural, only because history has imparted to us 
simply the result, but not the various preparatory circumstances 
and connecting links which led to this result ; so that by sup- 
plying these chasms in accordance with the traces found in his- 
tory, we may hope to arrive at a natural explanation. 

1 Acts 5: 34 sq. 

9 If Damascus at that time still belonged to the Roman province, 
the Sanhedrim could exercise jurisdiction there in accordance with 
the right every where secured to the Jews, of managing their religious 
affaire in their own way. Were the city already under the govern- 
ment of the Arabian king A r etas, still the Sanhedrim could count on 
his support, in consequence of the close connexion in which he 
stood with the Jews ; it is possible even that he was himself a prose- 
lyte to Judaism. The Jews in Damascus also could exercise great 
influence by means of the women, who were almost all proselytes to 
Judaism. Jos. B. J. 2. 20. 2. 
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Paul — it may be said on this hypothesis — had necessarily re- 
ceived many impressions, which in a mind so full of love for the 
truth could not remain without fruit, — the words of moderation 
from the lips of Gamaliel, the defence of Stephen, to whom he 
was so kindred in peculiarities of spirit, the view of the death of 
this first christian martyr. But he was still too closely shut up 
in the spirit of Pbariseeism, to give way to such impressions 
operating upon him against his will. He suppressed them by 
force; be repelled the thoughts which arose spontaneously in 
his soul in favour of the new system, as the suggestions of Sa- 
tan, to whose agency he ascribed this whole revolt against the 
authority of the sacred traditions ; be urged himself into'a so 
much the more vehement rage against the new sect. But nev- 
ertheless, these rising thoughts he could not wholly suppress ; 
and the voice of conscience indignant at such fanaticism be 
could not wholly quench. There arose a conflict within him. 
As be was now in this state of mind, an external impression was 
superadded, which brought the previous ferment of his soul to 
a full crisis. Not far from Damascus, he and his attendants 
were suddenly overtaken by a violent thunderstorm ; the light- 
ning struck near Paul, and he fell senseless and unconscious to 
the ground. In all this he now recognized the warning and pu- 
nitive power of the Messiah whom he had persecuted ; and 
while he confounded objective and subjective together, this ira- 
presssion delineated itself in his soul as a visible appearance of 
Christ. Blinded by the lightning and stunned he arrived at 
Damascus. But granting that tbe hypothesis were thus far cor- 
rect, how is the meeting of Paul with Ananias to be explained 
on natural grounds ? Here too, it is said, we may supply much 
which history does not expressly mention. As Ananias was 
a man well known among the Jews for his strict legal piety, it 
is not improbable that he and Paul had at an earlier period be- 
come known to each other at Jerusalem. The thought arose in the 
mind of Paul, who bad beard of the spiritual gifts imparted to 
Ananias, that perhaps this man, so distinguished among the 
Christians, might also be commissioned to heal him and deliver 
him from tbis sorrowful condition ; and while he busied himself 
with this idea, the vision arose out of it. On the other band, it 
is likewise easy to conceive, that Ananias also must have heard 
something of the great change which had taken place in Paul ; 
but did not perhaps place full confidence in tbe accounts, until 
through tbe vision, which in him too may be thus psychologic- 
al// explained, his distrust was overcome. 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 Paul as the Apostle to the Heathen. [Jan. 

In respect to this explanation, we roust first admit the possi- 
bility, that the change thus wrought in Paul might indeed have 
been prepared by impressions of the kind supposed ; but then 
neither the necessity, nor even the probability of such a suppo- 
sition, can be shown from any thing which history has preserved 
to us. History indeed furnishes us examples enough of the 
power of religious fanaticism, even over such minds as in other 
respects are open to the impressions of truth and goodness, — 
how, in such a state, they pervert in behalf of their illusion, ev- 
ery thing which ought of right to withdraw them from it. Thus, 
in the energetic character of Paul, it is not improbable that even 
in the martydom of Stephen he saw only the triumph of the 
Evil Spirit over the mind of one whom he had seduced into 
apostasy from the true faith ; and that be therefore felt himself 
so much the more impelled to oppose the spread of doctrines, 
which could thus hurry to destruction men otherwise distinguish- 
ed both for their characters and their gifts. Further, were the 
impression made upon him by a storm of thunder and lightning 
in connexion with those preparatory circumstances, the only fact 
which lies at the bottom in this appearance of Christ, there 
would still be at least this conflicting circumstance, that the at- 
tendants of Paul also experienced something similar to that 
which befel him. This could be explained in their case only 
by supposing in them a state of mind similar to that of Paul ; a 
state which could have place only in those who were already 
Christians, or in the way to Christianity. Such persons, how- 
ever, would hardly be found in the train of the persecutor of 
Christians. 1 

1 The variations in the narratives of this event in the ninth, twenty- 
sixth, and twenty-second chapters of Acts, prove nothing against the 
reality of the transaction. Unimportant differences of this kind may 
easily' arise, in repeating several times the relation of facts which lie 
so fkr out of the circle of ordinary events. But these difficulties do not 
even need to be referred to a different mode of relation in Paul himself, 
but may well have their ground in a less exact apprehension and 
report of Paul's language. If too we suppose that the attendants re- 
ceived only a more genera] impression from the whole transaction, 
and not one so distinct as Paul's, for whom expressly the vision was 
intended ; that they saw the light indeed, but perceived no definite 
form or shape ; that they heard words, without being able definitely to 
distinguish anrf «in4erstand them ; it is easy in this way to explain, how 
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Rather than bare recourse to such attempts at mere external 
explanation, it would be easier to consider the whole as an inter- 
nal transaction within the mind of Paul, an inward revelation of 
Christ to his higher consciousness ; and then we might regard 
the experience which he had felt in his conflict with himself as 
a Pharisee, and his impressions from the defence and martyr- 
dom of Stephen, as a preparation by which his soul was ren- 
dered susceptible for this internal revelation of the Redeemer. 
The truth and supernatural character of the event, would lose 
nothing in this mode of viewing it ; for whatever view we may 
take of the external phenomena, they must still remain only the 
means by which Paul was prepared for that inward revelation of 
Christ, from which his whole apostolic energy proceeded. And 
a perception by the senses can have no greater certainty and 
reality than a (act of the higher consciousness, through which 
man is able to receive communications from a world above the 
world of sense, in which his true life has its root, — a fact which 
be experiences and perceives tn spirit. And that here was no 
self-illusion, which can be psychologically explained, is testified 
by the extraordinary change, which in Paul proceeded from this 
inward fact, and by his whole apostolic career, which bears wit- 
ness, as the effect to the cause, to what he had experienced in 
his inmost soul. But against this hypothesis of a mere inward 
reality, speaks likewise the manner in which his attendants were 
affected by what took place ; even if we could venture to ex- 
plain the condition in which Paul arrived at Damascus, from the 
power of an toward impression. 1 

the transaction could be differently represented from different quarter*. 
As the whole event, from its very nature, cannot be judged of ac- 
cording to the laws of ordinary physical communication and percep- 
tion ; so the circumstance that Paul and his attendants did not per- 
eeiTe the very same things, can in like manner prove nothing against 
the objective reality of the phenomena. We do not know the law 
according to which communications are made from a higher spiritual 
world to men living in the world of sense, so as to be able to deter- 
mine any thing upon these points. 

1 The hypothesis, that the vision by which the conversion of Paul 
was effected, was the same with that described by him in 2 Cor. 12: 2, — 
a ?iew which in recent times has been brought forward by several 
datmguished theologians, — has every thing against' it. There Paul 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 19 
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It is particularly important to compare the manner in which 
Paul himself has represented this event, in his own recorded ex- 
pressions, in his epistles, — an event which was to him at all 
times of such high importance, as the commencement of the new 
portion of his life. As be often testifies in his epistles, in oppo- 
sition to Jewish adversaries who would not acknowledge him as 
an apostle, he had an undoubting consciousness that Christ bad 
committed to him the apostleship in the same manner as to the 
other apostles. 1 Still it would not here be necessary to suppose 
an external fact 5 it might be understood, as above, of an inward 
reality. Paul manifestly speaks afterwards particularly of such 
an inward communication of Christ, an internal revelation of him 
to his self-consciousness ; 9 by which, independently of all human 
teaching, he was enabled to preach Christ. But something fur- 
ther is implied, when Paul appeals to the fact that he had seen 
Christ? and through this fact had become an apostle. This 
could however be referred to a vision in an ecstatic state, like 
that which Paul himself elsewhere describes. 4 On the other 
hand, it is quite another thing, when he places the appearance 

describes an elevation in spirit into a higher region of the spiritual 
world ; here, in what occasioned his conversion, is described a reve- 
lation of the descended Redeemer to Paul, who was himself con- 
scious of being upon earth. The effect of this vision was at 
first to depress him ; that inward occurrence was connected 
with an extraordinary exaltation of mind. From the former pro- 
ceeded the very beginning of his christian consciousness ; the latter 
marks one of the highest moments of inward life, in one who had 
already lived long in communion with Christ ; and who was to be re- 
freshed under the manifold conflicts which he had to sustain, and to be 
animated anew for his earthly toils, by such a foretaste of the heav- 
enly existence. — Of the definite time of fourteen years there men- 
tioned, no chronological use can be made, other than to regard as 
false that hypothesis respecting the time of Paul's conversion, accord- 
ing to which this epistle was written just fourteen years later. 

1 He expresses this most fully and strongly, e. g. Gal. 1: 1. 

9 Gal. 1: 16. The phrase iv ipol is here most naturally understood 
of the inward man. 

3 1 Cor. 9: 1. It must be clear to every unprejudiced mind, that 
this cannot refer to Paul's having seen Jesus during his life on earth, 
though the fact itself is possible ; for this could have nothing to do 
with his apostolic calling ; nor can it refer to a mere perception and 
acknowledgement of the doctrine of Christ. 

* 2 Cor. 12: 2. 
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of Christ to him on precisely the same footing as all the other 
appearances of the risen Saviour, 1 And this declaration of Paul 
has so much the more weight, because, as is apparent from the 
passage just referred to, 9 he knew so well bow to distinguish a 
condition of ecstasy from the condition of ordinary self-con- 
sciousness. 

In all this, however, we presuppose no magical influence up- 
on Paul, by which he was hurried away and transformed against 
hb will* In this view, also, we presuppose a point of contact, 
of union, with bis inward man; without which, that at least 
which was most essential, the inward revelation of Christ to his 
higher self-consciousness, would have been impossible, — without 
which do external impression could have been the medium of 
this internal revelation ; and without which every external im- 
pression, however powerful, would have remained only transient. 
Hb love for truth and goodness, which lay at the foundation 
even in his errors, although restrained by the power of passion 
and prejudice, needed only by a mighty influence to be set free 
from that which enchained it. A Caiaphas could never, by any 
miracle, have been transformed into a preacher of the gospel. 

Paul naturally could not pass at once from an impression of 
this kind to new activity. All that hitherto had been to bim the 
motive and end of all his exertions, at once becomes to him as 
nothing ; his predominant feeling is that of remorseful contrition. 
It was natural, that be eould not instantly recover from an im- 
pression so overpowering, which was to give a new course to his 
whole being. He found himself in a condition of inward and 
outward weakness, from which he could not raise himself. He 
passed three days without nourishment. It was with him the 
point of transition from death to a new life ; and nothing can 
serve more vividly to mark his feelings in this last crisis, than the 
exclamation, which, transporting himself back into his own for- 
mer condition, he attributes to the soul of one, in whom the con- 
sciousness of the inward bondage of the legal state has been 
aroused, and who, full of longing; for deliverance, pours out his 
whole heart in the words : " Who shall deliver me from the 
body of this death !" 3 It is also certainly not probable, that in 
this condition he would seek for intercourse with others. Inter- 
course with Jews would now be least of all agreeable to him ; 

1 1 Cor. 15: 5—8. 9 2 Cor. 12: 2. 

3 Rom. 7: 24. 
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and he would scarcely have the heart to search out those Chris- 
tians of whom be hitherto had been the persecutor. Indeed, 
solitude alone could be welcome to one in this state of mind. 
And hence, it is not in itself probable, that the account of the 
change which had been wrought in him, should have been first 
brought by others to Ananias. 

It is remarkable, that in order to arrive at the full con- 
sciousness of a new life ; in order to pass from this inter- 
mediate state of remorseful contrition to a new and active 
life in communion with Christ, he was brought into connex- 
ion with the already existing christian church, through an 
agent proceeding from this latter. In communion with other 
believers he first became a pnrtaker of that in which he could 
not participate in solitude. When he now implored Christ, who 
had appeared to him, to help him in his need, to enlighten both 
his bodily and spiritual eyes, it was promised him in vision, that 
a man, whom be not improbably knew by reputation and by 
sight, a known and enlightened member of the church at Damas- 
cus, Ananias, should be the instrument of his spiritual and bodily 
restoration. And when Ananias, in consequence of a divine 
monition, came to him, Paul recognized the man to whom that 
vision had referred bim, immediately placed full confidence in 
him, and in communion with him first felt the presence of a new 
and higher vital power. Ananias likewise introduced him to the 
other Christian! of the city ; and after he had strengthened him- 
self for some days in their society, be felt himself impelled to 
stand forth in the synagogues, and bear his testimony to that 
cause which hitherto he had so violently persecuted. 1 Whether 

1 It will hardly do to take tjpiocu wig Acts 9: 19, as denoting the 
same as f\iriqai Ixaval in v. 23. But still we cannot prove from these 
words, that Luke by the latter expression meant to allude to a prior 
interruption of Paul's residence in Damascus through an intervening 
journey into Arabia. We may most naturally suppose the order of 
the succession in Acts to be as follows : The r t fdqai, nvig include only 
the few days which Paul spent with the Christians in Damascus im- 
mediately after bis baptism ; then follows xal iv&itng, and straightway, 
v. 20, i. e. after spending some days among the disciples, he came for- 
ward in the synagogues ; and then the iifuqcu Ixaval denote the 
whole subsequent residence of Paul at Damascus. In this whole in- 
terval of the tffUQai, ixaval, as to which the book of Acts relates noth- 
ing further, we must of course place the journey of Paul into Arabia; 
of which, without Paul's own mention of it in Gal. 1: 17, we should 
know nothing. 
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now k was, that after be bad thus borne this first testimony 
among the Jews, he thought it best to let the impression operate 
upon their tninds without longer showing himself personally 
among them ; or that the machinations of the Jews already im- 
pelled him to flight ;* he took a journey into the adjacent part of 
Arabia, where among the Jews who resided there in great num- 
bers, be could find a suitable field for the preaching of the gos- 
pel. Thence he returned to Damascus. Whether it was that 
the Jews, whose rage be had already excited by his former an- 
nunciations of the gospel, so soon as they heard of his arrival in 
the city, sought immediately to get into their power the man who 
could be so dangerous to Judaism ; or whether he now, >by bis 
continued preaching in their synagogues, first aroused their bit- 
terness against him ; whatever it was, he had to seek safety in 
flight, as their lying in wait now put his life in danger. Thus 
remote was the man, who afterwards shunned no danger con- 
nected with his sense of duty in his calling, from every shade 
of an enthusiasm which seeks for martyrdom, — and that 

1 9cbrader, in bis Chronologische Btmerkungen vber da* Leben des 
PmtUus f has recently maintained, that the words of Paul in Gal. 1: 16, 
17, on account of the antithesis, must be thus explained : " He did not 
seek instruction in his calling from men ; but withdrew himself into 
tbe adjacent deserts of Arabia, in order there, in an independent man- 
ner, to prepare himself in silence and solitude for his vocation." But 
the words of Paul certainly give no occasion for understanding them 
in this way. Had he wished to say this, be would hardly have cho- 
sen tbe general appellation *AQa(tta, but rather fytipov 'AqapLaq, or 
simply T^rjfior ; by doing which he would have distinctly marked the 
object of this aniqz*T&<*i* Besides, it is most probable, psychologi- 
cally considered, that Paul, after Ananias had visited him in his soli- 
tude, and raised his mind from its depressed state, would not again 
seek solitude, but rather communion with the believers ; and that af- 
ter having obtained edification and strength in their society, he would 
immediately feel himself impelled to bear testimony before bis former 
associates in faith. This view is likewise strongly confirmed by the 
passage in the epistle to the Galatians, where the connexion is as fol- 
lows: 'So soon as God revealed to me his Son, that I should 
preach him among the heathen, following this revelation I preached 
the gospel independently of all men.' This sentiment Paul expresses 
both in a positive and negative form : ' I conferred not with flesh and 
Mood; I Bought instruction in my calling from no human authority, 
not even from the apostles at Jerusalem ; but I journeyed imraediate- 
lywto Arabim, in order there to preach the gospel.' 
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too even in the first glow of conversion, with whicb the 
exaggerations of an enthusiastic fancy so readily connect 
themselves. 1 He was let down by his friends in a basket, 
through an opening in a house upon the wall, in order that he 
might thus elude the vigilance of the Jews, Who were lying in 
wait for him at the gates of the city. 2 

Having in this manner passed the three years after his con- 
version, 3 he now determined, about A. D. 39, 4 to go again to 
Jerusalem, in order to become personally acquainted with Pe- 
ter, as the man who there enjoyed the highest consideration in 
the new community, and who took the lead in all concerns of 
common interest. Being known, however, at Jerusalem only 

i In this respect he is characterized — and also distinguished from 
the enthusiast, — by the expression xa trjq aa&wdag xccvxaa&ou, to glory 
in infirmities, among which he also reckons this flight ; 2 Cor. 11: 
30 sq. 

2 Acts 9: 23—25. 2 Cor. 11: 32, 33. 

3 That is, three years after his conversion, on the supposition that 
the terminus a quo of the number of years specified in Gal. 1: 18, is 
the time of bis conversion. 

4 This occurrence in the life of Paul, affords one of the few chrono- 
logical data for bis history. When Paul three years after his conver- 
sion fled from Damascus, this city was under the government of Are* 
tas, king of Arabia Petraea ; 2 Cor. 11: 32. But as Damascus belong- 
ed to the Roman province of Syria, Aretas could have had possession 
of it only under very peculiar circumstances. They probably were 
these. The emperor Tiberius, as the ally of king Herod Agrippa, 
whose army Aretas had defeated, bad given orders to Vitellius, pro- 
consul of Syria, to get Aretas either alive or dead into his power. 
But while Vitellius was about to execute these orders, and while the 
march of his troops was delayed by various causes, intelligence came 
of the death of Tiberius, who died in March A. D. 37, and Vitellius 
was thus induced to give up his expedition. This period Aretas 
could take advantage of, to get possession of the Roman city Damas- 
cus. It is however not probable, that he could have long remained 
in possession of a city thus seized from the Romans ; and it is per- 
haps most probable, that when the affairs of Arabia were arranged 
in the second year of the reign of Caligula, A. D. 38-39, Damascus 
likewise was included. [See BibL Repos. Vol. III. p. 264, 266.] If 
now we place the flight of Paul in A. D. 39, we may place his con- 
version in A. D. 36, as this occurred three years earlier ; and then we 
must also place the martyrdom of Stephen in about the same point 
of time. In the want of all distinct chronological accounts in respect 
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is a persecutor, be was avoided by all ; until Barnabas, t 
teacher of consideration in the church, who as a Hellenist stood 
nearer to hira and may perhaps have had some earlier connexion 
with him, introduced him to the apostles and other Christians. 1 
His bellenistic descent gave occasion to much discourse and 
controversy with the bellenistic Jews, on the subject of Judaism 
tod the christian doctrines. The question here arises,whether Paul 
it that time by his Christian polemics already placed himself in 
the same relation towards the hellenistic JewB which he after- 
wards sustained ; and this again stands connected with the 
question respecting the 6rst (genetic) developement of his 
convictions and of his type of christian doctrine. The question 
is, whether Paul, when be first came to a knowledge of the 
gospel, immediately recognized its independence of the Mosaic 
law. To acknowledge this would perhaps be the most difficult 
of all, for one who had just broken loose from the dogmas of 
Phariseeism ; as indeed we are elsewhere accustomed to find 
the gospel intermixed with the dogmas of Phariseeism, in those 
who went over from this party to Christianity. Ananias, the 
first teacher of the apostle, was generally respected even by the 
Jews for his legal piety; 9 and was therefore assuredly far from 
wishing a disruption of the gospel from the Mosaic ceremonial 
law. And in general, at the time of Paul's conversion, this 
was the prevailing tendency among the Christians; for, as we 
have formerly remarked, it was only in consequence of what 
took place after the martyrdom of Stephen, that new views in 
this respect began to open by degrees from various quarters. 

But we are not entitled to assume, that these first had 
an influence upon Paul to determine his mode of thinking. 

to the circumstances of the times, it is impossible to arrive iu this 
Bfcnoer at entire certainty as to the year of Paul's conversion ; but 
still the hypothesis which places it in A. D. 36, has also this in its fa- 
vour, that then the interval from the time of Christ's ascension till the 
martyrdom of Stephen and the conversion of Paul, is neither too 
bog oor too short for the events which occurred in the christian 
church during that period. 

1 Acts 9: 26, 27 ; comp. Acts 4: 36. According to an account of 
Clemens Alexandrinus, which however is not sufficiently authenti- 
cated, Barnabas had formerly been one of the seventy disciples. 
Clem. Alex. Hypotypos. in Euseb. Hist. Ecc. II. 1. 

3 Acts 22: 12. 
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Indeed, in a man of bis great and independent peculiarities, we 
must not venture to ascribe too much weight to any determining 
influences from without, through the communication of doctrines 
and ideas. We ought rather to believe himself, when he affirms 
with so much confidence, that his manner of preaching the gos- 
pel was imparted to him, not from any human instruction, but 
only by the communication of the Spirit of Christ. The histori- 
cal circumstances indeed, and also the letter of the discourses 
uttered by Christ, and the ordinances appointed by him, he 
must have learned through human tradition ; as also in such 
cases he appeals to tradition, 1 to words spoken by our Lord ; 
but the Spirit of Christ which enlightened bim, independently of 
all human instruction, guided him in his peculiar understanding 
and peculiar developement of the letter and the materials thus 
delivered to him. In those, indeed, who conducted by degrees 
the pbarisaic Judaism over to Christianity, it might be longer 
ere the spirit of the gospel had burst the shackles of the phari- 
saic-Jewish form. But it was otherwise with Paul, in whom 
Phariseeism had declared itself in the sternest opposition to the 
gospel ; and who then, without any such gradual transition, by 
a sudden crisis had been arrested by the power of tbe gospel, 
and from the most vehement opposer transformed into the most 
zealous confessor of the christian faith ; — with Paul, who, as he 
describes it in the seventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans, 
after the feeling of bondage had risen in him to the highest point, 
bad broken through to freedom by faith in a Redeemer. In 
bim, as was natural, the bands of Phariseeism were at once cast 
loose ; in him opposition to pbarisaic Judaism now took tbe 
place of opposition to the gospel ; as he says of himself, 9 that 
every thing which before he prized so highly, he had renounced for 
the sake of Christ, every thing which before had seemed to him 
so splendid, be now counted as 61th, that he might win Christ 
Thus had he probably, from the very first, of himself, through 
the illumination of the Spirit alone, recognized with greater 
depth and freedom the essential features of the gospel in refer- 
ence to its relations with Judaism ; without having been first led 

1 1 Cor. 11: 23 ; where Schulz justly remarks, that Paul with good 
reason employs ano instead of naQa, i. e. received from the Lord, 
not immediately, but mediately. [Corap. Winer, Gram, des N. T. 
p. 313, 318.] 

* Phil. 3: 8. 
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to take such views by the influence of Peter 1 and those other 
Christians of bellenistic descent, who had already preached the 
gospel to the heathen. And thus also it probably happened, 
that while Paul, as formerly Stephen, 2 in controversy against 
the Hellenists unfolded the truths of the gospel more freely from 
this point of view, he thereby exasperated still more the rage of 
the Jews. On the other hand, there was opened to him the 
prospect of a wider field of labour among heathen nations. At 
this time, as he was praying in the temple, and his soul elevated 
to God in prayer was rapt above all earthly things, it was 
made known to him in a vision from the Lord, that he would be 
able to accomplish nothing at Jerusalem in opposition to the rage 
of the Jews ; but that he was destined to carry abroad the 
knowledge of salvation among other nations, even to the re- 
motest regions. 3 Almost immediately upon this, after a sojourn 
of no more than a fortnight at Jerusalem, be was compelled by 
the machinations of the Jews to fly from the city. 4 He now 
returned to Tarsus, his native city, where he spent several years ; 5 
assuredly not inactive in behalf of the spread of the gospel, which 
he probably preached to both Jews and heathen in Tarsus and 
throughout Cilicia ; for to him in all probability the churches of* 
Jewish Christians, which we find a short time after in Cilicia, 
were indebted for their origin. 8 

1 That is, in case the conversion of Cornelius had already taken 
place; which by putting together chronological inferences is indeed 
possible, but not certain. It may be said, that the first account of the 
■pread of the gospel among the heathen at Antioch, would not have 
created so great a sensation in the church at Jerusalem, had Peter 
already returned to that city after the conversion of Cornelius. 

8 Acts 6: 9—14. 9: 29. 3 Acts 22: 17—21. 

4 Acts 9: 29, 30. Gal. 1: 18. 5 Acts 11: 25. 

8 The silence of the book of Acts in respect to these labours of 
Paul in Cilicia, certainly proves nothing against them ; since the ac- 
counts there given of the whole of this period exhibit so many chasms. 
It might rather, perhaps, be inferred from the manner in which Paul, 
up to the time of his first missionary journey with Barnabas, is always 
named after the latter, that he had never before occupied so inde- 
pendent a field of labour. But it may be too, that while it had before 
been customary to rank Barnabas, the elder and approved preacher of 
the gospel, before Paul, the younger and less well known preacher, 

Vol. IV. No. 13. <>0 
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Abt. VII. Philology and Lexicography op the New 

Testament. 

By the Editor.* 

1. De vera Natura atque Indole Orationis Graecat Novi Testament* 
Commentatio, Auctore Hewrico Pulnck. Goetting. 1810. [Re- 
printed in the Commentationcs Theologicae of Rosenmueiler, Leipz. 
1825. Translated in the Biblical Repository, VoL I. p. 638 sq.] 

2. Grammaiik des Nexdestamentlichen Sprachidioms u. *. w. von G. B. 
Winer, Prof, der Theol. an der Univ. Erlangen, Leipz. 1822. [2d 
edit 1825. 3d edit greatly enlarged and improved, 1830.] 

3. Clavis Mvi Testamenti Philologica, etc. Auctore C. A. Wahl, 
etc. 8vo. Lips. 1822. [2d edit. 8vo. 1829. 3d edit condensed, 
1831, small folio.] 

4. Lexicon Manuale Graeco-Latinum in Libros JS/bvi Testamenti, 
Auctore C. G. Bre/tschneider, etc. 8vo. Lips. 1824. [2d edit. 1829.] 

The progress of Sacred Literature in this country, has, of 
late, been rapid. Five and twenty years ago there were few fa- 
cilities for the pursuit of it ; and a good apparatus for this de- 
partment of study was a thing almost unknown, and altogether 
unattainable. For the literature of the Old Testament, there 
was here and there a copy of the Hebrew lexicons of Parkhurst 
and Simonis, and occasionally, perhaps, some of an earlier date. 
Some of the older Hebrew grammars were also to be found ; 
of which BuxtorPs was far the best. But a knowledge of 
the Hebrew language was con6ned to a few individuals ; and 
in those schools where it was professedly taught r it was practi- 
cally accounted as of secondary importance ; was studied with- 
out the points ; and was seldom pursued beyond the elementary 

so it was first by degrees and in consequence of the great and active 
energy of Paul, that this estimate underwent a change. But at all 
events it would be more advisable to place the date of Paul's conver- 
sion, as to which we can in no case arrive at definite certainty, sev- 
eral years later, than to suppose that he passed several years in his 
native city, inactive in behalf of the spread of the gospel, — he who, 
as he himself testifies, from the time of his conversion, had felt him- 
self impelled by so urgent an inward call to preach the gospel. Gal. 1: 
16 sq. 1 Cor. 9: 16. 
• Reprinted from the N. A. Review for July 1826. 
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principles. The New Testament, in its original tongue, was an 
object of more general attention, because the Greek language 
was taught to a considerable extent in all our seminaries. But 
k was studied just like the Greek of Homer or Xenophon ; as 
forming a constituent part of the national Greek literature, which 
has descended to us ; with little or no reference to the peculiar 
character of its style and composition ; and with a disregard of 
all those circumstances of time, place, manners, and opinions, 
which combined to produce that character. This, however, 
was do more than was to be expected ; since almost the only 
means of pursuing the study of the New Testament, were those 
which were common to the whole circle of Grecian literature. 
The helps adapted exclusively to this object were very rare. 
Even the work of Parkhurst was seldom to be met with ; and 
scattered copies of the lexicon of Schleusner were just begin- 
ning to find their way into the country. 

So far as it regards apparatus for biblical study, the times are 
oow changed. The important results of the labors of Gesenius 
in Hebrew grammar have been condensed, and improved, and 
spread before our countrymen in the Grammar of Professor 
Stuart; while the valuable Hebrew lexicon of the same author 
has also been translated by Mr Gibbs. Among the scholars of 
the continent of Europe, these works have taken the place of all 
others on these subjects ; and they are now as accessible to the 
students of this country, as to those of Germany. We have also 
io our own language treatises on Sacred Interpretation and Jew- 
ish Antiquities ; while other books of a similar kind, and the la- 
test and best lexicons and commentaries on both the Old and 
New Testaments, are beginning to be extensively circulated. 

We would not be understood to say, that the advances made 
among us in this department of study are yet so great or so 
general, as those which have been made on the continent of 
Europe. There are among our countrymen, doubtless, indivi- 
duals, whose profound researches, and extensive acquisitions in 
the particular branches to which they have given their attention, 
may well vie with those of the celebrated philologists of the 
other continent ; but the shortness of the time, which has yet 
elapsed, and the nature of the demands upon that class of our 
youth, who alone can be expected to devote themselves to these 
pursuits, forbid us to suppose, that such should be the general 
character of those who have as yet embarked in them. It is to 
the clergy, that we must principally look for the successful cul- 
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tivatioo of this species of literature ; and it is hardly necessary 
to remark, that the life of active and laborious exertion, to which 
most of them are called at the present day, is ill adapted to that 
extensive progress in any department, which is usully the result 
ouly of long and painful effort directed to a single point, and 
carried on in retirement from the bustle of the world, and witn- 
out the pressure of those claims of active and public duty, which, 
in the case before us, are paramount to every other. We do, 
however, mean to say, that a redeeming spirit on this subject 
has gone abroad in the land, which, at no distant day, will lead 
to the best and highest results. We mean to say, that among 
our clergy, and indeed among all classes of the community, the 
impression is strongly and most justly gaining ground, that the 
Bible is the sufficient and only rule of faith and practice ; that it 
is, and should be regarded as the only foundation of all christian 
theology ; and that, therefore, the study of the Bible is, and 
ought to be, the first and the great object of a theological edu- 
cation. The obvious tendency of views and feelings like these, 
is to urge men onward in the cultivation of those languages, in 
which the sacred records were originally delivered, and to the 
investigation of all those circumstances in the history, and char- 
acter, and customs of the people, to whom they were first ad- 
dressed, which may be supposed to have bad an influence upon 
the form and character of the records themselves. 

The day, we trust, has passed away, in which the body of oar 
clergy will remain contented to receive their knowledge respect- 
ing our sacred books, through the medium of mere translations, 
or on the authority of commentators. The spirit of the Refor- 
mation is again at work ; the rights of private judgment, and 
the necessity of free and personal investigation, are beginning to 
be felt on this subject, as they long have been on all others; 
and if these be exercised with proper dispositions, the results 
cannot but be most auspicious. We are not of the number of 
those, who fear the consequences of the closest scrutiny, or the 
most profound researches, into either the nature, or history, or 
interpretation of the records of our religion. We believe the 
truths, which these records reveal, will shine with purer lustre, 
when the veil of ignorance, by which they are yet in a measure 
shrouded, shall have been still farther removed. We know, in- 
deed, that there are those, who are doubtless conscientious m 
the adoption of different views; and who regard with alarm all 
those efforts of critical acumen, that lead to results in aay shape 
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from those received modes of interpretation, which, 
originally adopted perhaps without sufficient evidence, have been 
handed down from generation to generation, without question 
or examination. Such persons are, no doubt, conscientious in 
their motives ; but it does appears to us, that they are alarmed 
at a shadow, which their own experience has not enabled them 
lo distinguish from a substance ; and that their motives, if 
traced to the ultimate source of them, will be found to rest on 
nothing better than the papal maxim, that ' ignorance is the 
awiber of devotion.' It was the glory of the Reformation, that 
it reversed this maxim, and strove to found a more enlight- 
ened system of faith and worship on the unlimited diffusion 
of knowledge ; and we hope it will be the glory of this country 
to exhibit proof of the protestant maxim in its full extent, as 
applied to the study of the Scriptures. 

To those who have reflected on the subject, it cannot but be 
evident, that an intimate acquaintance with these oracles of our 
religion, can be acquired only by an attentive study of the 
originals. The great outlines of divine truth are indeed so 
prominent and obvious, that no version, however inadequate, 
can entirely conceal them from view ; so that even in the worst 
translation, there may yet be found all that is essential to salva- 
tioo. In this secondary form of translation, too, the great body 
of Christians in every country must necessarily be content to 
receive the Scriptures. But they who are to be the teachers 
of religion ; who are expected to become familiar with the 
word of life, that they may illustrate its power, and enforce its 
application upon their fellow men ; ought never to rest satis6ed 
with the imperfect knowledge, which can be acquired through 
the medium of versions. To the Jewish nation, the Scriptures 
presented, as it were, the reality of the scenes, and persons, and 
events, to which they relate, existing in all their freshness, and 
beauty, and strength, and in the living hues of nature. To us they 
are like the same scenes, and persons, and events exhibited in a 
magnificent painting. The life and soul must necessarily be 
wanting ; but if we can, in a measure, transport ourselves back 
to the circumstances of the Jews ; if we can speak as they 
apoke, and read as they read, and feel as they felt ; we may 
raise our eyes and behold the painting, glowing with beauty and 
expression, and rich in graceful forms and brilliant coloring. 
Wkhout such preparation, without this Jewish power and Jew- 
ish feeling, we cannot attain to such a view; our eyes will rest 
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only upon those outlines of the forms and scenes, which are 
suspended as a key beneath the picture, and which, of course, 
are destitute of coloring, of costume, of the minuter features, 
and comparatively of expression. Such, in a degree, must tbe 
Bible be to those who read it only in a version. They cannot 
fully appreciate its power, and majesty, and simplicity ; because 
they have never viewed it in the only light, which presents these 
qualities in their own bold relief. Tbey cannot well, as teach- 
ers, cause it to produce on others the full effects of its power ; 
because they have not fully felt that power themselves. As 
well might the missionary to heathen lands, renounce the idea 
of acquiring their languages, and spend his life in making his 
annunciations by tbe mouth of an interpreter. Why does he, 
at the very first, set himself to become familiar with their 
tongues ? In order, assuredly, that he may communicate directly 
with them ; that thus he may impart to his instructions more 
force, more energy, more power, by adapting them to those 
modes of thought, and feeling, and expression, to which those 
whom he addresses are accustomed, and through which only 
can he hope to produce upon them any vivid or permament im- 
pression. Why, then, should not our teachers of religion, 6rst of 
all, resort to the original Scriptures ? Their case, indeed, is the 
converse of that of the missionary ; but the reasons which hold 
good in the one, have a still stronger bearing on the other ; in- 
asmuch as the Scriptures are the ultimate fountain, from which 
all must draw. 

While we thus urge attention to the study of the original 
Scriptures, it is proper to remark, that there are circumstances 
in our situation, which must necessarily modify our views, and 
direct our efforts to particular portions, rather than the whole 
field, of sacred literature. Our country is, in all respects, a new 
world ; and while, on the one hand, we have no remains of 
ancient cities, no ' cloud capt towers and gorgeous palaces,' as 
memorials of former splendor and departed greatness ; so, on 
the other, the literature which our fathers brought with them, and 
which has since come over to us, is all in books. We have no 
manuscripts, venerable for their antiquity and authority. We 
have no immense public libraries, where books, and manuscripts, 
and dust have been accumulating for ages. So far, then, as the 
correction of the sacred text is concerned, we are without in- 
struments wherewith to work ; and cannot therefore hope, in this 
respect, to make additions to tbe stock of knowledge. We 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Character of the Language. 1 59 

roost here depend on the results furnished by the labors of our 
European brethren, who have all the materials exclusively in 
their own bands. Why then should we spend our time, and 
waste our strength, to delve in the dust of minor criticism, while 
the way is open before us in all that relates to the general litera- 
ture and interpretation of the Scriptures ? We have materials, 
or have ready access to them, for the illustration of the language 
and history of the Bible, the character and antiquities and opin- 
ions of the nation to whom it was first given, the doctrines and 
duties which it prescribes, and the practices which it prohibits. 
Here, in the walks of higher critcism, is a field sufficiently ex* 
tensive for the exercise of all our powers ; a field, which will 
afford ao ample return of precious fruits, and more than recom- 
pense all the toil, which the most intense enthusiasm may be- 
stow upon it. 

We turn from the discussion of this general topic, to that 
braoch of it which we had more especially in view, when we sat 
down to write this article. Our purpose is, in connexion with 
the general subject, to offer some remarks on the character of 
the language in which the New Testament is written ; and to 
specify some of those branches of study, which seem to be re- 
quisite for the full understanding and correct interpretation of 
tint sacred volume. 

It is not our intention to enter here into the details of the fa- 
mous controversy on the purity of the Greek idiom of the New 
Testament, which, from the days of Henry Stephens (1576) 
to the time of Blackwall (1727), or perhaps of Palairet (1752), 
exercised the ingenuity, and employed the pens of most of the 
learned theologians of the old world ; and which, like many 
other disputes, soon became rather a strife about words than a 
discussion about things ; a contest for victory, rather than an 
inquiry after truth. The controversy would seem to have arisen, 
in a great measure, from that idea of optimism, which is very 
commonly associated with the sacred text, and which attaches 
perfection, in the absolute sense of the word, to every part and 
portion of that text. If the Bible be the word of God, it must 
be free from all defects. If the New Testament was given 
from God in Greek, it must have been given in the best possible 
Creek, the pure, unadulterated Attic ; for this was the standard 
of the language ; and any departures from it, whether Doricisms, 
or Latinisms, or Hebraisms, were all barbarisms, and therefore 
to be condemned as imperfections and blemishes, utterly incon- 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 Philology of the New Testament. [X*h. 

sistent with the divine original of the volume. This view was 
supported and defended with the utmost pertinacity; and when 
facts, undeniable facts, were brought in opposition to it ; when 
it was abundantly shown, that the New Testament contained 
many words and phrases which were literal translations of He- 
brew idioms, and many constructions, which were of ordinary 
occurrence only in the Hebrew tongue; so far from admitting 
the validity of the argument drawn from these facts, which in 
themselves could not be questioned, the other party ransacked 
the whole circle of Grecian literature to find instances of like 
phrases and constructions. Just as if, even had the search al- 
ways been successful, it could be supposed, that the unlearned 
writers of the gospels, where these Hebraisms prevail most, had 
derived such idioms from the classic language of the Greek wri- 
ters, of whom they knew nothing, rather than from the daily 
usage of their own vernacular tongue. 

At the present day, the ground, as stated above, on which the 
Attic purity of the style of the New Testament was to be sup- 
ported, appears sufficiently amusing ; we might say, perhaps, 
absurd ; were it not, that the same idea of optimism is still very 
generally connected with the Bible in many other particulars, 
not more essential or important than purity of style. It was the 
same feeling, that the Scriptures must be immaculate, which at 
first took alarm, and denounced all attempts to collect the vari- 
ous readings, that are found in them, as having a direct tendency 
to prove the Scriptures imperfect, and therefore undeserving of 
our highest confidence. This, in fact, was extending the idea 
of perfection, so as to include not only God and his word, and 
render them immaculate, but also every transcriber and printer 
of the Bible, since it was first given. In this connexion, we 
might go farther, and say, that it is the same idea of optimism, 
which still influences those who hold to the plenary verbal inspi- 
ration of the sacred records ; who assert that every phrase and 
every word was directly suggested to the mind of the writer by 
the agency of the Spirit ; and assign the same lofty and over- 
powering influence to Paul, when he directs Timothy to 'bring* 
with him the cloak,' as they do to Isaiah, when, rapt in ecstatic 
vision, he announces the future triumphs of the Messiah's reign. 

Time and the power of indisputable facts have, at length, set- 
tled many of these questions ; and no one any longer feels alarm 
at the thousands of various readings in the Bible, nor at the 
many departures from Attic purity, which are found in the die- 
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tioo of the New Testament. It will ultimately be the same, we 
trust, with all other questions of a similar nature. As the lan- 
guage of Greece has been more cultivated, and the genuine 
character of it more clearly understood, it has been seen, that 
Grecian literature comprehends in itself a wide range of style 
and expression, extending from the polished elegance of Plato 
and the Attic sweetness of Xenophon, to the antique forms of 
Homer on the one hand, and to the later and less pure idiom of 
Poiybius and Herod ian on the other. Hence the question in 
regard to the New Testament became of less importance, when 
it was apparent that the peculiarities charged upon it, whatever 
they might be, rendered it not much more unlike the language 
of the best ages of Greece, than was the style of many of their 
own writers. At present, all critics seem to have settled down 
io the same general views ; and the following remarks may be 
considered as exhibiting an outline of the prevailing opinion on 
this subject. 

Whatever may have been the source whence the Greek lan- 
guage derived its origin, it is well known, that, during the most 
flourishing ages of the Grecian republics, each separate state 
had its own peculiar dialect. When, under Philip of Macedon, 
these several republics were, in fact, if not in name, subdued 
and united under one government ; and intercourse between the 
different parts of the country became more frequent; the several 
dialects also became by degrees amalgamated into one common 
language, in which that of Macedonia would naturally have a 
certain predominance. Still more was such an amalgamation 
promoted under the reign of Alexander. His armies were 
composed of men enlisted from every quarter of Greece, who 
were thus brought into permanent contact, and would hence 
gradually lose their peculiarity of dialect. The cities and colo- 
nies that he founded, were 6lled with inhabitants collected io 
a similar manner, whose association would naturally produce 
similar results. These remarks apply, of course, more particu- 
larly to the colloquial language of ordinary life. The language 
of books, for a time, was less affected. As Athens bad long 
held a sort of supremacy in Greece, and was still regarded with 
high veneration as the seat of elegant literature and arts ; so, 
when the other dialects fell into disuse, her polished and graceful 
diction became the standard of the written language, and nomi- 
nally maintained ihat rank for several centuries. But the causes 
which affected the style of colloquial discourse, could not fail to 
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operate indirectly upon that of books, and, in no long time, to 
produce a departure from Attic purity. The language thus form- 
ed, varying in purity and elegance according to the country, the 
education, and the taste of different writers ; but still inferior to 
the genuine Attic, and degenerating more and more in the lapse 
of years, was that which is termed by the grammarians the com- 
mon dialect, tj xow*} dwXfxtog, and was current in those latter pe- 
riods of Greek literature, when the books of the New Testament 
were written. At a yet later date, the language degenerated still 
further into the Byzantine dialect, and has ultimately come down 
to our days in the form of the Romaic or Modern Greek. 

But besides this natural progress of deterioration, the Greek 
language, so far as our subject is connected with it, was sub- 
jected to the influence of another cause of a similar nature, and 
of not less power. In the cities founded by Alexander, were 
collected inhabitants of various other countries and tongues, be- 
sides those of Greece. The language of the latter, however, 
was the prevailing one, and was the usual medium of communi- 
cation in the ordinary transactions of business and of life. It is 
obvious, therefore, that those inhabitants and sojourners to whom 
Greek.was not vernacular, would be compelled to acquire it; and 
it is no less apparent, that the Greek thus acquired from daily 
communication with others and not from books, must have been 
the colloquial Greek, mingled at the same time with many words 
and forms of expression borrowed from the native language of 
the speaker. Especially was this the case at Alexandria, and 
with reference to the Jews. That city soon became the empo- 
rium of the world, and was thronged with foreigners from all 
the nations of the earth. Under the Ptolemies, it became the 
seat of the later literature, and science, and philosophy of the 
Greeks ; though the language as spoken there, notwithstanding 
some peculiar forms, does not appear to have so far differed 
from the common Greek, as to merit the appellation of a distinct 
dialect. This city was a favourite place of resort to the Jews; 
of whom at least ten thousand are said to have been numbered 
among its inhabitants. Here was made, at an early period, the 
Greek version of the Scriptures by the Seventy, which displays, 
in a remarkable manner, the influence of a vernacular tongue 
on the words and phrases of another language, partially acquired. 
Of that version some books, no doubt, are given in a style not 
far remote from the best Greek of that day ; while others, from 
the hands of translators less skilled in Greek, adhere closely to 
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the very letter of the Hebrew, and hence exhibit many strange 
anomalies of language. 

What was thus true in an eminent degree of Alexandria, was 
also, in a measure, the case with the other cities of Egypt and 
of Asia Minor. In all these the prevailing tongue was Greek ; 
m all of them the Jews were more or less domesticated, and 
spoke the current language, intermingled with their own idioms. 
The introduction of Greek into Palestine was later. All the 
habits and prejudices of the Jews were at war with such an 
ioooration ; and it was only stern necessity, arising from the 
forcible intrusion of foreign domination, and the intercourse of 
their brethren who flocked from other lands to pay their vows 
io that city, which brought them to adopt, in any degree, the 
language of the Gentiles. 

There were, then, two principal causes, the operation of 
which tended to create a departure in the diction of the New 
Testament from that of the purer ages of the Greek language. 
The first was the gradual deterioration of the Greek itself; and 
consisted in the adoption of words and forms of words, belonging 
to all the different dialects; in giving new significations to words 
used in the ancient language, as dnoxQi&ijva* to answer instead of 
to separate, oiftoiviov wages instead of food, etc. in giving to 
many words a different, and often a lengthened form, as dvdfapa 
on offering for drdGtipa, ix%vvio to pour out for t%%fa, iXteivog 
compassionate for ikesvog, etc. and in the introduction of new 
words, mostly by composition, as dv&Qojndgioxog gratifying 
aea, ai#i«JU»Ti£a> to lead captive, [dnoxtq>aXiCto to behead, etc. 
This later language was particularly rich in substantives ending 
io pa, in adjectives in ivo?, and in verbs terminating in /fo>. It 
exhibited also a few peculiarities in the forms of nouns and verbs, 
trtsiog from inflection. The other cause, which operated on the 
diction of the New Testament, was the vernacular tongue of the 
writers; which gave rise to words, and phrases, and constructions 
foreign to the Greek, and borrowed partly from the ancient He- 
brew, in which their Scriptures were written, and with which 
the Jews were familiar ; and partly from the Aramaean, or Sy- 
ro-Cbaldaic, which was at that time the popular dialect of the 
lews in Palestine. All these peculiarities are usually compre- 
hended under the appellation of Hebraisms, and are divided by 
Winer into those which are perfect, and those which are imper- 
fect. The former consist of such words, phrases, and con- 
tractions, as belong exclusively to the Hebrew or Aramaean 
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language, and must therefore have been derived from it. Tbe 
latter comprise words, phrases, and constructions, which, al- 
though they may be found in Greek authors, were probably de- 
rived by the writers of the New Testament from the Hebrew or 
Aramaean. Of the former species, or perfect Hebraisms, are 
words formed by the Jews after the analogy of certain Hebrew 
words, as onXay%vl^o(Aai, to have compassion, which stands in tbe 
same relation to onXayxvct bowels as firrj to ta"»»rn ; words, 
which, besides the usual Greek signification, have also another 
meaning, common to the correspondent words in Hebrew, as 
$rj[Aa thing as well as word, like ni^, tigyvti prosperity, happi- 
ness, as well as peace, like triVtf ; and whole phrases, of which, 
although the words may be found in Greek, yet the connexion 
is exclusively Hebraistic, as npooconov Xappdvei* to accept one's 
person, to show partiality, like D"»:d Kto2, dioi%uv rrjp otyantjv to 
follow after love, to cultivate love, like Pitp. Grammatical con- 
structions of this kind are, the use of ov nag for ovdeig, in imi- 
tation of the Hebrew ib Kb ; the use of ivointov with a genitive, 
like **:*£; the periphrasis with tig and its accusative for tbe 
nominative, like the Hebrew use of b ; the form of negative oaths, 
as ti doOrjotiai, like Dfit, etc. Tlie other class, or imperfect 
Hebraisms, are either such constructions as are more frequent 
in Hebrew than in Greek, as Syta dyltav holy of holies, to express 
the superlative or most holy; the use of tig one for ng<Stog first, 
etc. or such as are equally common in Greek and Hebrew, but 
which the writers of the New Testament more probably derived 
from the latter ; as the use of the nominative for the vocative, 
the omission of the pronoun after transitive verbs, etc. 

Besides these two causes, there was also a third, which bad 
a more partial effect upon the style of the New Testament. 
The Jews were necessarily led to apply the Greek language to 
subjects, which had never occupied the attention of the Greeks, 
and to express ideas for which the vocabulary of that tongue 
afforded no appropriate terms. Hence it became requisite to 
attach to words already existing a new sense, or to coin new 
words adapted to the exigency. Both of these courses were 
adopted by the Jews, and especially by the teachers of religion 
and the writers of the New Testament. Thus, of the former 
kind, we find niaug faith, egya works, etc. and of the latter, 
ngoownoXtjxpia partiality, derived from ngoownov Xap(tdvM 
mentioned above. 
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We have said enough, we trust, to show, that the Greek of the 
New Testament must necessarily be a very different species of 
Greek from that which prevailed at Athens in the days of Xeno- 
pbon and Plato. Standing on this ground, and looking back on 
the centuries which have rolled away in controversy on this 
subject, we cannot but view with wonder, and even pain, the 
strenuous and ill-directed efforts lavished in behalf of a cause, 
which now seems destitute of any sound support, and which in 
kself is comparatively unimportant. We may, however, be con- 
soled by the reflection, that all these efforts have led to a more 
radical investigation, both of the New Testament and of the 
Greek writers, and to a more profound acquaintance with the 
history and character of the Greek language in all its relations ; 
just as the persevering, though fruitless toil of the Alchemists 
laid the foundation for the wide researches and splendid discov- 
eries of modern chemistry. 

Out of this view of the character of the style of the New Tes- 
tament, there is here suggested a practical inquiry, in relation to 
the propriety of introducing the study of that volume into our 
preparatory schools. We are aware that such is the usual prac- 
tice ; and that, in this country at least, it is sanctioned by long 
usage and the authority of distinguished names. But in ac- 
cordance with the views already expressed, we do not hesitate 
to eoter our protest against it. We have reasons for this course, 
apart from the character of the language ; such as the feeling 
which is inevitably excited in the mind of a boy towards any 
book through which he has been driven in the gears of gram- 
matical analysis ; a feeling, which not seldom clings to him, from 
the force of habit, through life. But we do not press such rea- 
sons here. Our present objection lies against the style. All 
that a boy acquires, or is expected to acquire, in those schools, 
is the words, and phrases, and constructions of the language. 
Now if he is thus early put to the study of the New Testament, 
his attention is directed to a style of composition which is not 
^reek, exhibited in a language which is not pure Greek, and he 
sin this way required to become a good Greek scholar. As 
»ell might a pupil in French commence with the study of the 
•alert of Canada ; as well might a foreigner, beginning to learn 
iiglish, take up 6rst the poetry of Burns, or the Heart of Mid 
lothiao. The consequence of such a course is, that the youth, 
*hose mind is thus preoccupied with a foreign idiom, acquires 
o perception of the true genius of the Greek, or of its aistin- 
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guishing characteristics ; all t6 him is confused aod indistinct; 
whereas, let him pursue a contrary course, and first make him- 
self familiar with the Attic models, and become imbued with 
their spirit, and he may then come to the study of the New Tes- 
tament prepared to perceive and estimate at once the peculiari- 
ties which belong to it, both in regard to diction and to subjects. 

We return to the topic from which we have digressed. From 
the course of our remarks it is manifest, that were only tbe lan- 
guage of the New Testament to be taken into tbe account, tbe 
lexicography and grammar of it would properly demand a dis- 
tinct consideration, apart from any which should include the 
Greek language in general. We now proceed to say, tbat the 
circumstances of the nation to which the sacred writers belonged 
were such, and there are such constant allusions to tbe history 
and geography not only of the Jews, but also of the Romans, to 
their manners and customs, and to tbeir views of religion and 
philosophy, as to take the New Testament entirely out from the 
body of Grecian literature, and give to both tbe philology and 
interpretation of it a distinct and peculiar character, and render 
them a proper object of separate and particular investigation. 
On each of the above topics we shall by and by offer some re- 
marks, in connexion with the questions, which here present 
themselves to our notice. 

What then are the principles, on which this separate lexico- 
graphy and grammar of the New Testament should be founded ? 
What are the means, by which the philology and interpretation 
of it are to be illustrated and supported ? To the first of these 
questions, the remarks which we have already made, afford an 
ample reply. The language of the. New Testament must be 
considered in all the relations, which it bears to tbe Greek in tbe 
various stages and characters of that tongue ; and also in refer- 
ence to the influence, which tbe Hebrew or Aramaean may bave 
exerted upon it. So far as the signification of words, the gen- 
eral interpretation of the language, and the illustration of the 
subjects are concerned, all the circumstances enumerated in the 
preceding paragraph must also be taken into the account. 

The language must be compared with that of tbe Greek writers 
of the Attic and succeeding ages, and the usage of each individual 
word traced through them all ; since in no other way can it be 
determined, whether a word is of good Attic usage, or belongs to 
the later idiom, or has been introduced by the influence of be 
Hebrew. The means of making such a comparison, thanks to *he 
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patient dfligence of German editors, are now ample in respect 
to most of the Greek authors, though not for all. To institute 
toe requisite comparison de novo, and solely by the aid of one's 
own personal reading, would indeed be a task, requiring for the 
accomplishment of it a life, which should not number less than 
several multiples of threescore years and ten. But with such 
tdmirable indexes as those of Xenophon, by Sturz ; of Herodo- 
tosaod Polybius, by Sch weighauser ; of Herodian, by lrmisch; 
ad others, which might be enumerated, and the collections made 
for this special purpose by Wetstein and other commentators, 
the labor of the comparison is brought within a narrow compass. 
These indexes often contain within themselves sufficient mate- 
rib to make out the necessary examination ; or, if not, they re- 
fer at once to the requisite passages in the text. We are well 
aware, that index hunting may be, and has been, carried much 
too far; especially when the index is made the place of ultimate 
investigation and appeal ; but we are unable to perceive any 
valid objection to the use of them as instruments, as sources of 
information merely, without placing any implicit reliance on their 
decisions. It is the prerogative of the present age, that it may 
m3 itself at once of all the results of the labors of past ages, 
and thus profit by their experience and toil. To renounce this 
high privilege, would surely be a proof of any thing but wisdom. 
As well might the mathematician discard the labors of those who 
have preceded him, and attempt to make out solely from the 
resources of his own ingenuity the solutions of those problems, 
which have for ages occupied so many mighty minds, from Py- 
thagoras down through Newton to La Place. 

lo these investigations, important aid may also be derived 
from the labors of the Atticists, a class of men who undertook, 
in their patriotic zeal, to recall the Greek language from its de- 
generacy, to that high standard of purity and elegance, for which 
theaacient Attic was preeminently distinguished. They busied 
't^mselves in collecting and condemning words and phrases, 
• :b, to their taste, lacked something of the true Attic flavour ; 
r,< with these they contrasted the more ancient and elegant 
les of expression. In these niceties, they sometimes went 
ood the mark, and have thus betrayed their own ignorance ; 
e it has not un frequently happened, that words, which they 
xmced, have, in the researches of later critics, been found 
i H)d use in the best authors of the purest age of Greek. Still 
"»r labours are not without value ; and when brought forward 
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in connexion with the observations of competent editors, they 
add much to the facility of our investigations. In a particular 
manner, the work of Phrynicus, as published by Lobeck, ex- 
hibits an extent of research into subjects of this kind, which 
would be credible of scarcely any other than German industry 
and minuteness of inquiry. 

To determine accurately the degree of influence, which the 
Hebrew has exerted over the style of the New Testament, an 
extensive acquaintance with that language is obviously necessary. 
We shall speak more at large on this point, in connexion with 
another part of our subject. It is sufficient here to remark, 
that it is not a knowledge of the Hebrew of the Old Testament 
only, that is important ; but also of that idiom, which was the 
current language of Judea in the age of the Saviour and the 
apostles, and which was formed from the Chaldee, brought 
back by the Jews from their exile, and intermingled with 
the Syriac or Western Aramaean. The words that remain 
untranslated in the Greek Testament, such as taXida xoup* 
(•»a«ip KrPro) damsel, arise! are mostly of this dialect; which, 
so tar as the Scriptures are concerned, is intimately related to the 
Hebrew, and differs from it in the forms and choice of words, 
rather than in construction. In this connexion, also, the earlier 
writings of the Jews in Greek are of great importance. The 
Septuagint, especially, throws light continually on the peculiari- 
ties of the New Testament ; and often constitutes a direct 
medium through which we may compare the idioms of the lat- 
ter with the Hebrew of the Jewish Scriptures. This version 
could not fail to exert a powerful influence on the writers of the 
New Testament ; since it had already become current among 
the great body of the Jews who lived out of Palestine ; and was 
of such authority, that both Christ and his apostles not un fre- 
quently made their Scriptural quotations in the language of it ; 
and the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, which was not 
improbably designed to become a circular for all the churches 
composed of Jews, adduces his citations almost exclusively 
from the Septuagint. In addition to this, the Jewish apocryphal 
writings also afford many illustrations of the language of the 
New Testament ; inasmuch as they were written by Jews, and 
on Jewish subjects. But in regard to all these works, it is 
manifest that they were written at an earlier period, and before 
the use of the Greek tongue had become fully prevalent among 
the Jews ; and they are, therefore, with the exception of a few 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Sources. 169 

portions of the Septuagint, far less pure, and exhibit far greater 
anomalies, than the books of the New Testament, which were 
composed when the Greek had become more current, and was 
better understood. This remark cannot apply, however, to the 
writings of Josephus, who was contemporary with the apostles, 
and wrote not long after them. His works may, therefore, be 
advantageously employed to elucidate the style of the New 
Testament ; although, as the friend of princes, and mingling in 
toe higher classes of society, and acquainted with general litera- 
ture, be has, in a measure, divested himself of those peculiarities 
of the Hebrew idiom, so frequent and so unavoidable in the 
colloquial language of the common people ; to which the dic- 
tion of the sacred writers is unquestionably to be referred. * 
There is another class of writings in Greek, which it has been 

Koposed to employ in illustrating the usage of words in the 
ew Testament. We allude to the spurious gospels, which 
were partially current in the early periods of Christianity, and 
which have been collected and published by Fabricius ; and 
also tojhe writings of the Fathers. To the examination and 
temperate application of writings like these, with a proper esti- 
mate of their value, we have nothing to oppose ; but our objec- 
tion to an extensive use of them is, that, from the very nature 
of the case, they must be supposed to have closely imitated the 
style of the New Testament, and can therefore be of no great 
authority in determining any question respecting the purity or 
propriety of that style. If that had peculiarities, they would be 
likely to adopt them ; if that departed from the idiom of pure 
Greek, they also would probably have done the same. In re- 
gard to the Fathers, they mostly wrote at a time so long subse- 
Juent, and mingled, to such a degree, the peculiarities of the 
few Testament with the characteristics of the later Greek, that 
tbey can properly afford no good criterion for forming any esti- 
mate respecting the language of the sacred writers. 1 

1 The Jews who lived out of Palestine and spoke Greek, were 
called "Eklrptq Greeks, or 'EXXijYKnai Hellenists ; and hence the Greek 
•poken by them is called Hellenistic. This appellation is appropriate, 
if confined to the Jewish Greek, and to the language of the Fathers, 
which was in part derived from it. The term has sometimes been 
improperly extended, so as to include what is more appropriately 
called the later Greek. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 22 
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Such are the means, in general, which we possess of ascer- 
taining the distinctive character of the language of the New 
Testament. In the application of these means, there must, 
however, be still some causes of hesitation, which will prevent 
us, in many .cases, from expressing a decided opinion. The 
sacred writers were mostly unlearned men, belonging to the 
lower walks of life, and knew little or nothing of any books 
but their own Scriptures. If Paul, perhaps, must be con- 
sidered an exception to this remark, yet it is no less certain, 
that his learning was that of a Jew, and not that of a Greek ; 
and although he quotes from two of the Greek poets, 1 yet there 
is little probability that he was acquainted with Grecian literature 
to any great extent. The language of the sacred writers, then, 
as a general fact, must have been that of ordinary life, acquired 
not from the study of books, but from the opportunities and ne- 
cessities of personal intercourse. Now we cannot suppose, or 
at least we cannot be sure, that the written literature of Greece, 
which has come down to us, contains every word and phrase, 
that was current and of good usage in the spoken language. 
Hence, in regard to particular words in the New Testament, 
which are not now to be found in Greek authors, it would be 
too much to say, positively, that they are not Greek, and even 
good Greek ; since, for aught we know, they may have existed 
in the spoken language, although they have not been pre- 
served to us by the national writers. Were we to look through 
any one even of the best Greek writers, we should find, do 
doubt, many words and phrases, which occur in no other of 
them ; but in such a case should we be justified in denouncing 
such words and phrases as foreign to the Greek ? There is also 
another source of hesitancy, which regards the influence of the 
Hebrew. We allude particularly to what are described above 
as imperfect Hebraisms, comprising phrases and constructions, 
which are common to both languages ; less frequent perhaps in 
Greek prose, but occurring often in their poetry. It is denied 
by Winer, that the colloquial style of the New Testament ad- 
mits of comparison with the poetry of the Greeks ; since the 
nature and characteristics of the two must be wholly dissimilar. 
On this question we dissent from him. The language of com- 
mon life is everywhere full of all those figures of style, which 
the rhetorician describes as constituting the very soul of poetry, 

1 Aratus, Acts 17: 28; and Epimenides, Titus 1: 12. 
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and which the more sedate and tranquil character of prose 
avoids. It is marked by striking metaphors and strong hyper- 
bole; by conciseness so abrupt, that a word often seems to 
coovey a whole train of ideas ; by frequent ellipses, where a 
word or a phrase is omitted, and the omission gives energy to 
the expression ; by sentences begun, of which the conclusion is 
supplied only by a gesture or a look ; in short, by all those 
characteristics, which accompany the vehement expression of 
emotion and passion. Now this is the very field, which poetry 
delights to cultivate. It is here she culls her choicest flowers, 
and gathers her roost precious fruits. In those walks, especially, 
where poetry exhibits the overflowings of a fervid imagination 
and of passionate feeling, as in the lyric and dramatic style, the 
very beauty and charm of it consist in the fact, that the lan- 
guage is true to the natural and unrestrained expression of 
ordinary life. Why, then, may not the poetry of the Greeks 
be employed to illustrate the words and phrases of the New 
Testament, which are so manifestly drawn from the language of 
colloquial intercourse? 

We are aware, that this mode of illustration may be carried 
too far ; as was doubtless the case among the former advo- 
cates of Attic purity ; but the result of it we think will be, 
that, so far as mere language is concerned, most of the con- 
structions of the New Testament may also be found in the 
Greek dramatic writers, and in Pindar. It does not hence 
follow that the sacred penmen derived them from those 
writers ; but it does follow, that the characteristics of the 
language of ordinary life were common to the Hebrews and the 
Greeks, and that the loftiest poetry in both these tongues ex- 
hibits tbera in all their strength. So far as the writers of the 
New Testament are concerned, these peculiarities were prob- 
ably derived from their native tongue ; from the sublime con- 
ceptions and glowing expressions of their own poetry ; and may, 
therefore, properly be termed Hebraisms; imperfect ones, no 
doubt, but still Hebraisms, and that to a greater extent, we think, 
than Winer has been disposed to allow. 

We have done with the philology of the New Testament, and 
pass now to the consideration of the means by which the inter- 
pretation of it is to be illustrated and supported. So far as these 
are independent of the mere signification and grammatical con- 
struction of words, they must principally be sought, as we have 
before remarked, id the peculiar circumstances of the Jewish 
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nation ; in their history, geography, and manners and customs ; 
which last are connected with, and in part dependent on their 
language, religion, and philosophy. At the period, moreover, 
when the New Testament was written, the Jews were under the 
dominion of the Romans ; and the frequent allusions of the 
writers to this political state, and to the character and customs 
of their haughty oppressors, render an acquaintance with the 
contemporary facts of Roman history and antiquities an object 
of essential importance. 

The Jews were, indeed, a peculiar people ; and their history 
down to the close of the captivity, is spread before us with suf- 
ficient particularity in the books of the Old Testament. From 
that period until the birth of Christ, they were the sport of 
every great and every petty conqueror, who chose to direct 
his arms against them, or bend his course across their territory; 
and their fortunes were intimately connected with those of the 
surrounding kingdoms ; with those of the Seleucidse on the one 
hand, and of the Ptolemies on the other; until at length tbey 
fell within the iron grasp of Roman domination. Their particu- 
lar national history during this period is to be found, partly in 
their apocryphal books, especially those of the Maccabees, and 
partly in the works of Josepbus. As connected with foreign 
nations, the facts respecting them have been collected and 
arranged in modern times by Prideaux, and with still more care, 
and in a more condensed and attractive form by Jahn, in one 
of the parts of his great work on Jewish Archaeology. On the 
events of the age in which Christ appeared, and in which the 
New Testament was written, the works of Josephus constitute 
a mine, which is yet far from being exhausted. As he was 
contemporary with those events, and in many of the most impor- 
tant a personal actor, be has described them with a fulness of 
detail, and a truth of colouring, which cast strong light upon the 
allusions of the sacred writers. The prominent political charac- 
ters in the New Testament, of whom we there have only passing 
sketches ; the Herods, the Agrippas, Annas, Caiaphas, Pilate, 
Felix, Festus, and others ; are here brought forward in bold 
relief, and exhibited in the full glare of all their vices and atro- 
cious crimes. Were we to speak from our own conviction, 
we should say, that the comparison of the contemporary history 
of Josephos affords an irrefragable proof of the authenticity of 
the sacred books, and more extensive means for the illustration 
of them, than exists perhaps in any other quarter. He abo 
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narrates at length the Roman history, so far as it is connected 
with that of his own country ; and the downfall of kings, the 
dismissals of governors and proconsuls, the intrigues, the dissen- 
sions, and the crimes of every species, which filled that unhappy 
land with violence and bloodshed, are all portrayed by him with 
the painful minuteness and unquestioned fidelity of an eyewit- 
ness. It is proper to remark, that bis accounts of the affairs of 
the Romans are generally confirmed, and sometimes elucidated, 
by the testimony of Tacitus, Suetonius, and others of their own 
historians. 

Nor is a particular acquaintance with both the civil and phy- 
sical geography of Palestine, and the adjacent territories, a mat- 
ter of less importance, for the proper understanding and expla- 
nation of the books of the New Testament. Where there are 
so many allusions to the natural scenery of a region, and the 
leader is so often transported from one part of the country to 
another, be needs to become, as it were, an inhabitant of the 
land. He needs to be able to body forth in his own mind, that 
scenery in all its beauty and prominence ; to behold as with his 
own eyes c the glory of Lebanon' clothed with fir trees and 
cedars, and stretching his lofty ridges along the sky ; to dwell 
with delight on ' the excellency of Carmel ' crowned with ver- 
dure, and * dipping his feet in the western sea ;' to gaze on the 
lake, and the hills, and the valleys of Galilee; and to rove in 
imagination over the mountains and among the dells, which sur- 
roond the sacred city, the queen of nations, and * the joy of the 
whole earth.' Without some such power, it is impossible to en- 
ter into the spirit, and feel the full force of the narrative and 
the allusions. The names, .indeed, meet the eye, and fall upon 
the ear ; but they are the names of * things unknown,' and des- 
titute of ' local habitation.' Here, too, the climate is to be 
taken into the account. The early and the latter rain ; the seed 
time and harvest ; the dry and scorching days of summer, con- 
trasted with the coolness and deep serenity of the nights, io 
which the heavens seem lighted up with living fires ; the parch- 
ed earth, which drinks up the streams, and converts the moun- 
tain torrent into a bed of saod ; all these are to be known and 
fek ere we can understand, in their full strength, the frequent 
references like those to * a dry and thirsty land where no water 
is,' to 'the shadow of a great rock in a weary land;' or like 
those io our Saviour's parable of the sower, or in his conversa- 
tion with the Samaritan woman. 
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The civil and political geography of that age, though not less 
important, is more difficult to be ascertained. The grand nat- 
ural traits of scenery and climate are permanent and unchange- 
able, and present at this day almost the very aspect, which they 
bore two thousand years ago ; but all those features which de- 
pended on the will of monarchs, or the power of nations, have, 
like those monarchs and those nations, crumbled into dust. 
The mutations of Palestine, in this respect, have been great ; 
and they appear particularly so, when we trace the local divi- 
sions of the territory, from that first partition under Joshua, 
which is now perhaps inexplicable, down through the changes, 
which took place under the two kingdoms of Judah and Israel, 
and then through those which occurred after the exile in respect 
to the Jews and Samaritans, until at length the whole became 
subject to the Roman power. At that time Herod the Great 
was king over all the territory of the twelve tribes ; but at his 
death, Judea and Samaria were given to Arcbelaus, Galilee and 
Perea to Herod Antipas, and the country northeast of the Jor- 
dan to Philip. When Archelaus was banished on account of 
his cruelties to Vienna in Gaul, Judea became a Roman pro- 
vince, and was governed by a succession of procurators, tinder 
the control of the proconsul of Syria. It was then assigned, as 

Eart of his kingdom, to Herod Agrippa the First, whose misera- 
le fate is narrated in the twelfth chapter of the Acts. After 
his death, it was again governed by procurators, among whom 
were Felix and Festus. During all this time the boundaries of 
the province were often varied, by the addition or abstraction of 
different towns and cities. We have gone into this partial 
detail, merely to exhibit the confused and perplexed state of the 
territoral divisions of Palestine at that period, and to show that 
the investigation of the subject is attended with no little difficuly. 
If we add to this the similar state of Asia Minor, where it is per- 
haps impossible to trace with accuracy the limits of the different 
provinces ; and also the changes made by the Romans in the 
general divisions of Greece proper and Macedonia, where they 
affixed the ancient names to provinces and regions of far differ- 
ent limits ; we may well suppose, that it is not the mere common 
reader who can accompany the sacred writers in their geo- 
graphical details, or follow the great apostle of the Gentiles in his 
various journies. 

Our information on these topics is to be gleaned, principally, 
from the treatises of Strabo and Ptolemy, and from the passing 
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notices of contemporary Roman historians, and occasionally of 
Cicero and other writers ; but especially, as it regards Palestine, 
from the works of Josephus. These furnish, indeed, but scanty 
materials ; but they are all we have ; and, taken in connexion 
with the facts derived from the New Testament, they enable us 
in most cases to come at satisfactory conclusions. The physi- 
cal geography is best learned from the observations of modern 
travellers. Palestine is becoming every year more and more 
accessible ; and the light which has been thown upon its natural 
features by the reports of Seetzen, Burckhardt, Legh, Jowett, 
the American missionaries, and by Mr. Came in bis de- 
lightful * Letters from the East,' has contributed much to im- 
part spirit % and interest to our conceptions of the scenery so 
often alluded to in the Bible. 

The New Testament, as well as the Old, is, in its costume, 
a national book ; national not only in the references which it 
makes to the history and geography of the Jews, but also in 
those frequent allusions which it contains to the manners and 
customs of the people ; to their dress, their meals, their hospi- 
tality, their modes of salutation and habits of social intercourse, 
their houses, their agriculture, and above all, to the rites and 
ceremonies of their religion, which exercised an influence over 
their whole lives and conduct. The ancestors of the nation were 
wandering nomades, without fixed habitation ; and their descend- 
ants, when they came out of Egypt, appear to have possessed 
a similar character, and to have closely resembled those Ara- 
bian tribes, which still roam, in the true spirit of oriental liberty, 
over the dreary deserts on the east and south of Palestine. 
Many customs the Hebrews had in common with those tribes ; 
as, for instance, the rights of the Goel or avenger of blood, 
which are still found existing in the East in all their ancient 
strength, and which Moses was not able to abolish, but only to 
modify by the appointment of cities of refuge. But the national 
character of the Hebrews was framed and fixed by the institu- 
tions of their great legislator ; their religion, or its external re- 
quirements and prohibitions, pervaded every part of the daily 
occupations and intercourse of domestic and private life. They 
were to be a peculiar people, consecrated to God, and beloved 
of Heaven. Their institutions excluded them from all connex- 
ion with surrounding nations; and when in the lapse of time 
they mingled with the inhabitants of other countries, in the pur- 
suits of commerce, or as the subjects of foreign dominion, still it 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 76 Philology of the New Testament. [Jan. 

was as the clean with the unclean, as the holy with the unholy. 
They neither ate nor drank with them, nor contracted alliances 
of friendship. Dispersed among all nations, they were yet sep- 
arate from all nations. They stood aloof in their pride from all 
the world, as to this day they stand aloof. 

It is needless to remark, that the character of the Jews, and 
their manners and customs, must be studied principally in the 
books of the Old Testament. There we have spread before us 
the original of all their institutions, the very code of legislation, 
which, in a great degree, formed their character, and established 
their national peculiarities. Interwoven as the precepts of their 
Scriptures were with the very texture of their thoughts and 
feelings, it is only by rendering ourselves familiar with those 
Scriptures, that we can at all enter into those thoughts and feel- 
ings, and comprehend the lofty pride and bitter prejudices of 
the Jew. Moreover, the religion of the New Testament is 
founded on that of the Old. Christ came not to destroy the 
law and the prophets, but to fulfil them ; not to repeal, but to 
establish them with higher sanctions and more powerful motives. 
Hence, the New Testament is the image of the Old, in precept, 
in doctrine, in illustration, in language, and expression ; it is 
built upon it, and forms part of the same structure. The former 
could not be understood without the latter ; it would be unintel- 
ligible, both in language and in doctrine. Presented to the 
world in a later age, it naturally wears a different dress ; the 
costume, indeed, is mostly Grecian ; while the body, soul, and 
spirit, are altogether Hebrew. 

In this connexion we would again advert to the study of the 
Hebrew language. We have already urged, in general terms, 
the cultivation of an acquaintance with the Scriptires in their 
original tongues ; and have spoken of a knowledge of the He- 
brew as .essential to the accurate comprehension of the philology 
of the New Testament. But we would speak of it here, as 
one of the means of acquiring a familiarity with the genius and 
character of the Jewish people, and of becoming imbued with 
an oriental spirit ; without which it is apparent that the New 
Testament cannot be fully understood. We hold it to be almost 
an axiom, that the genius of a nation cannot be thoroughly 
comprehended and felt, without an adequate acquaintance with 
their vernacular tongue. It is this which constitutes one of tb« r 
chief peculiarities. The language of every people contains 
words and phrases and modes of construction and expression* 
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springing Out of and adapted to their individual characteristics 
and exigencies ; and which, when once introduced and fixed, 
exercise a controlling power in moulding and fashioning trains 
of thought and emotion in the plastic minds of the rising gener- 
ation. The various languages of the earth are the channels 
through which the thoughts and feelings and passions of the 
different nations have burst forth upon the world ; and to form 
a correct estimate of the peculiarities of those thoughts and 
feelings, — of those traits which make them what they are, and 
render them national in their character, — they must be viewed 
as they roll onward in those channels which they have formed 
for themselves. Demosthenes or Chatham could never have 
been eloquent in the language of France ; nor could the gallan- 
try and gracefulness of France find utterance in the more un- 
wieldy phraseology of Germany. 

We would not assert, with the emperor Charles the Fifth, 
that the learning of a new language is the acquisition of 
another sense ; but we have always felt that it was like the 
acquaintance of a new friend, imparting to us new ideas, 
and giving us new notions of life and manners. If we may 
speak from experience, we know of no process which exer- 
cises such an expansive power upon the mind, as the study 
of a language. It is turning over for us a new leaf in the book 
of human nature, and bringing us acquainted with the modes in 
which another nation thinks and feels. Besides, the literature 
of a people, which is only the embodying of their intellectual 
habits in form and expression, and which is shaped by their 
circumstances and characteristic traits, can never be accurately 
viewed through the medium of any language but its own ; it 
can never be transfused into the speech of another country ; or 
if the attempt be made, yet, like the native of a different clime, 
although it strive to speak another tongue, the features and cos- 
tume evince at once its foreign birth. The literature of the 
Jews is in the Hebrew Bible ; and if, as most of our readers 
are aware, it is impossible successfully to transplant into our own 
language the literary works of contemporary modern nations; 
bow much more groundless is the hope, that this should ever be 
done, with full success, in regard to the books of a people so 
remote in time, so unlike ourselves in all that gives individuality 
to nations, so distinct and marked in all that pertains to charac- 
ter and genius, so unexampled in the circumstances both of their 
glory and their fall. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 23 
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But the claims of the Hebrew, and the treasures which it 
unfolds, would seem of themselves sufficient to stimulate inquiry 
and enchain attention. The most ancient of languages of which 
we have any records, distinguished for a simplicity unimi- 
tated and inimitable, and exhibiting forms of words and con- 
structions perfectly dissimilar to all the occidental tongues and 
enstamped with the genius of oriental conception, it presents to 
the philologist a wide and fertile field, on which to employ his 
powers and gratify his predilections. Nor are the rewards which 
it proffers to the man of taste less rich or less important. If it 
be merit in a narrative, to place the scenes described before the 
very eye of him who reads, then have the Hebrew narratives 
this merit. We are present and mingle in the very scenes. 
We associate with the actors, we converse with them, we feel 
with and for them. They are to us like intimate acquaintances ; 
they are ever in our thoughts, and objects of our present soli- 
citude. If it be the province of poetry, to awaken in us thril- 
ling emotions ; to melt our souls in tenderness, or rouse them to 
lofty and impetuous feeling ; to soothe our hearts by bland asso- 
ciations and images of loveliness, or enkindle within them high 
and holy aspirations ; then does the poetry of the Hebrews take 
rank above all other poetry. The plaintive simplicity of the 
royal Psalmist, the sprightliness and beautiful imagery of tbe 
sons of Koran, the abrupt and energetic majesty of Isaiah, tbe 
exquisite tenderness and pathos of him who lamented over Zioo, 
and tbe sublime and fervid flights of Nahum and Habakkuk, are 
without parallel in all that Greece or Rome can exhibit of beau- 
ty, or majesty, or pathos. But we forbear. These are but 
fruits and flowers which spring up by the way, and with which 
we may regale our languid senses. The object at which we 
aim lies far beyond ; and the Hebrew, with all its attractions, is 
but an instrument, through which we are to arrive at a higher 
knowledge of divine truth. 

We have spoken of the influence of the Jewish religion upon 
the writers 01 the New Testament, and of the intimate relation 
which their works bear to the books of the Jewish Canon. We 
might now go on to speak of the philosophy which then prevail- 
ed, and to which the inspired penmen have made frequent allu- 
sions ; and we might point out how far this philosophy exerted 
an influence on the religious views of that age, or on those wore 
peculiar ones which are developed in the new Testament. But 
we must content ourselves with simply remarking, that it has 
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ever been die fate of religion, when brought into contact with 
philosophy, to be subjected to fanciful speculations and meta- 
physical reasonings, which have distorted her features and 
arrayed her in fantasic garments, widely different from the 
simplicity and grace of her primeval character. Religion has 
onHormly been the sufferer by the unhallowed connexion ; and 
very rarely has it been her lot to elevate or direct the aims and 
principles of philosophy. The three great sects of the Jews, 
the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Essenes, made their religion alto- 
gether dependant on their different philosophical opinions, in 
regard to which they were at irreconcilable enmity. Their 
separate views are given with some particularity by Josephus. 
Traces also of the Greek philosophy are visible in the apocry- 
phal book of Wisdom ; and the influence of it could not yet 
have passed away in the age of the apostles. The use of the 
term Logos by John presents a problem which has never yet 
been fully solved ; and in whatever way it may ultimately 
be determined, it is obvious that the question embraces the 
whole range of Platonic philosophy ; as well that taught by the 
distinguished founder himself, as that which flourished in the 
schools of bis successors, the New-Platonists of Alexandria. 

Thus far have we attempted to specify some of the funda- 
mental principles, and main branches of investigation, on which 
the appropriate interpretation and lexicography of the New 
Testament must necessarily rest. If we have at all succeeded 
ia placing before the minds of our readers our conceptions of 
the extent and importance of the subject, and of the magnitude 
of the responsibility connected with it, we shall not have labour- 
ed in vain. The cause of truth is great and will prevail ; but it 
most be at the expense of great efforts, great perseverance, and 
great sacrifices. Whoever would sit down to make himself 
familiar with the Bible, and to know all that is to be known re- 
specting it, must make this the grand purpose of his life ; and 
even then he will find that * wearisome days and nights are ap- 
pointed unto him ;' and that it is only in a world of purer light 
and clearer vision that he can hope to have all his doubts re- 
moved and his knowledge perfected. 

We have left ourselves but a narrow space to speak of the 
works whose titles stand at the head of this article. The little 
tract of Professor Planck first opened the way fully to a correct 
estimate of the character of the syle of the New Testament, and 
unfolded those philological principles of which the works of 
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Winer and Wahl and Bretschneider were intended to exhibit the 

[>ractical application. Though of small dimensions, it is full of 
arge views ; and has exerted a wider influence in the critical 
world than all the ponderous tomes produced during the cen- 
turies of the Attic controversy. On this account, and as a spe- 
cimen of acute and judicious criticism, we would fain hope that 
it may yet be republished in this country. 1 The author has 
been for several years employed upon a Thesaurus of the New 
Testament, which shall contain the practical results of all his la- 
bours on this subject. This work, if his feeble health will per- 
mit him to complete it, 9 cannot but be in the highest degree val- 
uable and important ; though from the specimens of it which we 
have had a» opportunity to see, we should anticipate from it 
greater improvements in the philology, than in the interpretation 
of the New Testament. 3 

Before closing this article, we wish to say a few words on 
one other topic. The question is often asked, Why should we 
be indebted to foreign nations for our manuals and other books 
in sacred literature ? Why, especially, should we be thus in- 
debted to Germany, and not rather use the helps, which the 
English language affords ? To the first part of this question we 
may answer, that it would be needless labour to toil at the com- 
position of elementary books, when such as we want exist al- 
ready in another country, and can be introduced among us at 
the expense, at farthest, of mere translation. Besides, in the 
pressing demands of this country for active labour, there are very 

1 This has since been done in the present work ; see VoL I. p. 
638 sq. 

3 The work in question was never completed. The younger 
Planck, after years of premature decay, has sunk into the grave ; and 
the few specimens of his lexicon which have come before the public, 
are probably all that he ever fully prepared. For a further account 
of this lexicon and of its author, see the Introductory Notice to the 
Dissertation above mentioned, Bibl. Repos, Vol. I. p. 638. 

3 The Editor would take this opportunity simply to inform his 
theological readers, that he is now engaged in revising the Greek and 
English Lexicon of the New Testament, formerly published by him, 
for another edition. The plan which he has adopted, has been al- 
ready described in this work, Vol. I. p. 553. He would here only 
remark, that the work needs a much more thorough revision, than he 
Jiad at first supposed ; and has thus far been almost wholly rewritten. 
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few wbo have leisure to qualify themselves in the best manner 
fcr such undertakings ; and of those few, there are probably 
none, whose time and talents are not devoted to a different and 
not less important portion of the same field. In regard to the 
latter part of the question, we have no hesitation in saying, that 
we take German books, because they are the best for our pur- 
pose. In that country, literature of every species is a profession ; 
and there are profound scholars, who are constantly occupied 
b the processes of instruction, and are therefore able to feel 
the wants of pupils, and qualified to supply them. With their 
loose and fanciful speculations, we have nothing to do. We 
know, that in religion and philosophy they hold, as in other 
things, the * empire of the air;' and that the views of many of 
their writers on both these subjects are erratic ; and knowing 
this, we may be upon our guard. Give us English books of 
equal value, whether Grammars, Lexicons, or Commentaries, 
and we will gladly discard the German writers. Such a course 
would relieve us from much labour, and would exempt the cause 
of sacred literature from much reproach. But until this is done, 
or until we have among ourselves more men of talent and re- 
search wbo can devote themselves to this object, they who 
are in earnest in pursuing these studies, must seek the best 
helps wherever they are to be found, and however much they 
may be encumbered with extraneous speculation. We would 
not, without cause, speak lightly of the present state of sacred 
literature in England ; but it may well be supposed, that at 
least they are not far in advance of this country, when it is 
known, that the works of Parkhurst are still the standard helps 
for the study of both the Greek and Hebrew Scriptures. On 
this topic we would only adopt the words of one of their own 
wry lew scholars, who are competent to pronounce a correct 
decision on this point. We allude to Professor Lee of Cam- 
bridge, himself a roost signal instance of genius triumphing over 
all obstacles and all discouragements. In the preface to his 
translation of Henry Martyn's Persian tracts, he holds the fol- 
lowing language ; on which we would merely remark, that it 
applies to the New Testament as well as to the Old, though bis 
subject led him to speak only of the latter ; and which we would 
especially recommend to the notice of those who insist upon the 
use of English commentators, to the exclusion of those of Ger- 
many. "No book, with which I am acquainted, stands so 
much in need of elucidation, as the Hebrew Bible, From the 
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times of Grotius to the present day, I believe we can find 
scarcely one original commentator. And many, even of his 
remarks, have been borrowed from the Jews. The Dutch and 
German Commentaries are the books most worthy of the schol- 
ar's regard ; but many of these are such, as to make it a ques- 
tion, whether they should be recommended or not. Nothing, 
if we except the dreams of Hutchinson, has come out in 
England for the last hundred years, in the shape of original 
investigation. Compilation has long been the order of the day ; 
and names, respectable indeed and valuable in tbeir time, are 
now appealed to as the only safeguards against innovation, or as 
instructers in the way of truth. In almost an universal dearth 
of Scriptural knowledge, this is not to be wondered at ; nor is 
it to be condemned. It is, without doubt, the best and safest 

Eath. But it should not satisfy the minds of tho6e who have 
oth ability and opportunity for making further progress. And 
as the character of the times in which we live calls for such 
exertion, it is to be hoped, that the call will not be disregarded.' 
To a testimony like this, we cannot wish to add a single word. 



Art. VIII. On the Expression : " He shall be called a 
Nazarene." Exposition of Matt. II. 23. 

From Hongtteoberg'i " Chriatologie," Vol. II. Translated from the German by the Biitof. 

Matt. II. 23. 

Kal ik&&v taxyxTiosv tig noUv Xfyopt'ptjp NaCaptr ' on*# 
nXrjQW&rj to Qy&iv dux tcjv nQOcprjTOJv, ot* NatajpaZog %Xrftn~ 
oeicu. 

And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth : that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a 
Nazarene. 

We premise here an inquiry respecting the name of the city 
Nazareth. As we find this name only in the New Testament, 
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different views io regard to its orthography and etymology 
might easily arise. Our own view is as follows : The name 
wis strictly and originally is: ; as the name of a city it received 
io Aramaean the feminine ending n; and finally, on account of 
the originally appellative signification of the word, n was some- 
times appended to mark the status emphaticus of the feminine in g. 
We have an analogous example in the name Dalmanutha, the 
same place which is called by the Talmudists 'p'ftirS. 1 So also, 
most probably, in /<*/?/?«#«, anaa, formed from ihe masc. aa, 
back. That the primitive form was mea ; that this continued to 
be used along with the form in n ; and that the n served merely 
to mark the status emphaticus ; or, if we take the Hebrew form, 
was merely a sharpening of the n feminine, which for our pur- 
pose is the same thing ; we show from the following grounds : 

1. From the testimony of Jews. David de Pomis says: 2 
tt A Nazarene is one who Is born in the city Nezer in Galilee, 
three days' journey from Jerusalem." In the Talmud, in Bre- 
shith Rabbab, and in Jalkut Shimeoni on Daniel, Christ is called 
by the name of reproach Ben Nezer, the Nazarene. 3 Gieseler 
indeed has attempted to give to this epithet a different turn. 4 
He supposes it refers to ^sja in Is. 1 1: 1 ; and that it first passed 
o?er to the Jews from the Christians, who were accustomed to 
call the Messiah "VjJ: 1^, as being the one promised in Isaiah. 
This hypothesis, however, is only in so far correct, that the ap- 
pellation in question was indeed adopted by the Jews with refer- 
ence to the fact, that the Christians affirmed Christ was the ^2, 
branch, announced by Isaiah ; just as they also, for a similar 
reasoo, applied to him the names PpDfiO ^X3, adulterous branch, 
and n?ro nxa, abominable branch, from Is. 14: 19. 5 But it is 
false, when the rise of this appellation is attributed strictly, or 
even chiefly, to such a reference as Is. 11: 1. The very appel- 
lation itself decides against this ; in that case it must have been 
not "tit; *|3, but 1X3 simply. Gieseler indeed asserts, that he in 
whom a prophecy was fulfilled, was " the son of that prophecy ;" 

1 Comp. Lightfoot Dtcas Choragr. Marc, proem. Opp. II. p. 411 sq. 

2 In L. De Dieu CrU.Sac. on Matt. 2: 23. ^J -pM ibtttB "to i-MJ 

tw ntfro *pT trfcTDTva pirn i^an. 

3 See the passages in Buxtorf s Lex. Chald. Rab. Tal. 138a Light- 
foot Ditquis. Chorogr. Joh. proem. Opp. II. 578 sq. Eisenmenger I. p. 139. 

4 On Matt. 2: 23. Theol. Siudien u. Kriiiken 1831, 3tes Heft, p. 591. 

5 Eiaenmenger 1. p. 137, 138. 
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and appeals in support of such an idiom to the circumstance, 
that the Pseudo-Messiah under Adrian called himself 3Dte ft 
or MD13 "O Bar Cochba y SonoftheStar, in allusion to the IDta 
in Num. 24: 17, because in him the star there promised had now 
appeared. But this confirmation is merely an apparent one ; — 
that Christ was called BenNezer, as being the one in whom the 
prophecy of the ^XJ was fulfilled, can be as little proved from 
this circumstance, as it can be proved from the name Ben Nezer, 
that the said Pseudo-Messiah was called Bar Cochba, because 
in him the prophecy of the star was supposed to be fulfilled. 
Reland has long ago shown, 1 that Bar Cochba probably bore 
this name, as coming from Kokab, a city and region in the coun- 
try beyond Jordan ; and that he made this his derivation so par- 
ticularly prominent, because in the coincidence of the name of 
* his birth-place with the appellation borne by the subject of the 
prophecy in Num. 24: 17, he sought a deeper significancy. 
Further, the supposition that he in whom a prophecy was ful- 
filled, was called by the Jews the 'son of that prophecy,' e. g. the 
Messiah, the servant of Jehovah, the prince of peace, the son of 
the anointed, etc. is destitute of support, and is also in itself im- 
probable. And to all this we may add, that this explanation of 
Ben Nezer is contrary to the constant interpretation of the Jews. 
Jarchi, in the gloss to the passage in the Talmud, explains nxj ]3 
as " One sprung from the city Nazareth." Abarbanel, in his 
book Majene Hajeshua, after quoting the passage from Jalkut 
Shimeoni, remarks : " Observe well how they have interpreted 
i the little horn (Dan. 7: 8) of the Ben Nezer,' which is Jesus 
the Nazarene" Buxtorf 9 also cites from the Lexicon Aruch> 
a work of great authority : y?p»tt i-ilM niM, " Nezer (or Ben 
Nezer) is the accursed Nazarene" Finally, it is not conceiv- 
able, that the Jews, while heaping the most shameful calumnies 
upon Christ, should in the very same connexion apply to hina 
an appellation of honour which had been adopted by the Chris- 
tians. 

2. The result thus obtained is further confirmed by the de- 
clarations of christian writers. In the time of Eusebius 1 and of 
Jerome, the place still bore the name of Nazara. The latter 
says, under the word Nazareth : " There is to this day in CW- 

1 Geogr. II. p. 727. 

9 Lex. Chald. Rab. Talm. 138a 

3 Hist Ecc. I. 7. 
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flee a village over against Legio, fifteen miles from it towards 
the eastern quarter, near Mount Tabor, called Nazara" L - In 
another place 9 he expressly identifies the name with JYezer : 
" ibimus ad Nazareth, et juxta interpretationem nominis ejus 
videbimus florem Galilaeae." 

3. The gentile names formed from Nazareth can be explain- 
ed only by regarding the n as not belonging to the ground form 
of the word. In that case, the n would necessarily reappear in 
the gentile names, as e. g. from Anathotk can be formed only 
*nn£, and not "TO?. In the New Testament we find only the 
two forms IVaCojpatos and Na(ag7jv6g ; never the form Na(age 
twos. Gieseler has felt the difficulties which these appellations 
present upon the usual hypothesis; but has endeavoured to 
remove them by the conjecture, 3 that the form assumed this pe- 
culiar shape in allusion to 122, which the first Christians were 
accustomed to connect with msa. But this conjecture would 
be at all admissible, only in case the form ^^3, also without 
the n, was not the exclusive one among the Jews, and the Ara- 
bic form likewise were not wholly analogous. 

We may now inquire in what sense the word ixj was appli- 
ed as a proper name to a place in Galilee. Here the supposi- 
tion of Jerome (see above) is doubtless to be rejected, viz. that 
Nazareth was so called as being the flower of Galilee ; partly 
because 1^5 never occurs in this sense ; and partly because it is 
improbable, that the place should receive a name which could 
be appropriate to it only by the rule of contraries, %av dvxiq>Qa- 
fir. Far more probable is it, that this name was given to the 
city on account of its smallness, — a feeble twig in contrast with 
a stately tree. In this sense the word 1X3 occurs in Is. 11: 1 . 
14: 19, and also in the talmudic idiom, where D*nao denotes 
peeled willow rods, twigs of which baskets are made. Indeed, 
there was so much the more occasion to give to the place this 
name, inasmuch as the appropriate symbol was ever present in 

1 Euseb. Onomast. et Hieron. s. voc. " Nazareth : est autem us- 
que hodie in Galilaea viculus contra Legionem, in quinte decimo ejus 
milliario ad orientalem plagam, juxta montem Tabor, nomine Naza- 
n." Comp. Reland, I. p. 497. 

1 Ep. 17 ad Marcellum. 

3 L. c p. 502. 

Vol. IV. No. 13. 24 
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the environs ; th$ chalky hills around Nazareth being covered 
with low shrubs £uid bushes. 1 What these were io comparison 
with the stately trees which adorned other places, such was 
Nazareth in comparison with stately cities. 

This name, thus applied to the place on account of its small 
size, was at the same time an omen of its subsequent character. 
The feeble twig never grew up into a tree. In the Old Testa- 
ment Nazareth is never mentioned, perhaps because it may 
have been first founded after the exile. Joseph us also does not 
notice it. It was not like most other cities in Palestine, enno- 
bled by recollections from the olden time. Indeed, there rested 
on it a special disgrace, in addition to the general contempt io 
which the whole of Galilee stood ; just as almost every land has 
its place or city to which some peculiar reproach attaches, often 
from accidental circumstances. This is clear, not only from 
the question of Nathaniel, John 1: 47, "Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth ?" but also from the fact, that from the 
earliest times onward the Jews have supposed they were heap- 
ing the foulest insult upon Christ, when they called him * the 
Nazarene ;' while the general reproach which lay on the whole 
of Galilee was afterwards removed by the circumstance, that 
the most celebrated of the Jewish academies, that of Tiberias, 
was situated in it. 

Let us now inquire, how far the residence of Christ at Naza- 
reth served for the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecies. 
It is every where the declaration of the prophets, that the Mes- 
siah, springing from the sunken and decayed family of David, 
should at first appear without external rank or dignity. The 
ground-type for all other passages of the like kind, is found in 
Is. 1 1 : 1, " There shall come forth a rod from the fallen stem 
of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit j" which 
Quenstedt has well illustrated thus: 2 " When now the stein of 
Jesse, which from humble beginnings grew up in David to the 
splendour of regal majesty, shall be deprived not only of the re- 
gal dignity and external splendour which it received in David, 
but shall be again reduced to the private condition in which it 
was before the time of David, and so become like a trunk de- 
nuded of its leaves and branches, with nothing remaining but 

1 Comp. Burckhardt's Travels. 

» Thesaur. Theol. Philol. I. p. 1015. Comp* the author's ChrM- 
I. ii. p. 137 sq. 
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its roots,— nevertheless, from that trunk so heWn down and ap- 
parently dry, there shall arise a royal branch, and from those 
roots shall spring up a shoot, on which shall rest the Spirit of the 
Lord." — In entire accordance with this, it is said in Is. 53: 2, 
" He grew up before the Lord as a sprout, as a shoot out of a 
dry soil." 1 To the -rtta in c. 11: 1 , corresponds here the pjf 1 ; 
to the ntjn , the snib ; to the trunk hewn down, the dry soil ; 
except that by this last, the lowliness of the servant of God is 
designated generally, while his descent from the now decay* 
ed and sunken family of David is not made specially prominent, 
although of course it is necessarily included in the general idea. 
The same idea is carried out further in Ez. 1 7: 22—24. Here, 
is the descendant of the sunken family of David, the Messiah 
appears as a small and tender twig, which, plucked by the 
Lord from the top of a lofty cedar, and planted on a high 
mountain, grows up into a, stately tree, under which all fowls 
shall dwell. In Jeremiah and Zechariah, in allusion to the 6g- 
ure employed by Isaiah of a trunk hewn down, the Messiah is 
called the Branch of David, or simply the Branch.* It is sure- 
ly only necessary here to place together prophecy on the one 
aide and history on the other, in order to render palpable the 
exact accomplishment of the former to the latter. Not at Je- 
rusalem, where was the seat of his royal ancestors and the throne 
of bts house, did the Messiah 6x bis abode ; but in the most 
despised city of the most despised province did the providence 
of God assign his dwelling, after the prophecies had been fulfilled 
by bis birth at Bethlehem. The name of this despised city, 
significant of its lowliness, was the same by which Isaiah bad 
signified the original lowliness of the Messiah himself* 

We have hitherto considered the prophecies and their accom- 
plishment independently of the citation in Matthew. We sub- 
join here a few remarks upon the latter. 

U The more general form of quotation, to $rj&iw dia ?w 
nfoqtTjtmp, in the plural, seems not to have been employed here 
without ground ; although Jerome infers too much from it when 
be says : " Did he bring forward a definite example from the 
Scriptures, he would not say, * What was spoken by the prophets,' 

1 Comp. Chrxstol. I. ii. p. 324 sq. and in Bibl. Repos. II. p. 344. 
* Comp. the author's Coram, on Zech. 3: 8. 6: 12, Chriitol. Vol. II. 
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but simply, 'What was spoken by the prophet; 9 but now, by 
using the plural, the prophets, be shows that he did not quote 
from Scripture the words, but the sense" It is true that Mat- 
thew had particularly in view a single passage, viz. Is. 11: li 
which, together with the general announcement of the lowliness 
of the Messiah, contains also a special designation of it, in the 
name and omen of the place where he dwelt. This is apparent 
from the fact, that otherwise the quotation, or* NaCcogalog xltf 
ftyoiTctt, could receive no explanation ; since it would be violent 
in the highest degree to assume, that the term "Nazarene" here 
signifies a humble, despised person in general. But he chose 
the more general form of citation, 1 in order to denote at the 
same time the collateral accomplishment, in the residence of 
Christ at Nazareth, of those prophecies which coincide with that 
of Isaiah in the chief point, viz. the announcement of the low 
condition of Christ. But such a collateral reference shows, that 
this in the mind of Matthew was really the chief thing ; and that 
the coincidence of the name of the city with the name which 
Christ bore in Isaiah, appears to him ouly as a remarkable ex- 
ternal illustration of the exact connexion of prophecy and its ful- 
filment ; just indeed as he regards every thing in the life of 
Christ, as brought about by the special guidance of the divine 
providence. 

2. The phrase or* %Xi]^oetat is then likewise to be ex- 
plained from the circumstance, that Matthew does not limit him- 
self to the single passage in Is. 11: 1, but includes also a refer- 
ence to the other passages of a similar character. The expres- 
sion itself, ottxkrj&qotTa&j is derived from one of these, viz. Zecb. 
6: 12, "Behold the man whose name is the Branch." It is 
therefore not necessary to explain this expression merely from 
the custom of the later Jews, who attribute to the Messiah that 
as a name, which serves in the Old Testament to mark some 
quality or feature of his character, — following in this the custom 
of the prophets themselves, who often thus employ some quality 
of the Messiah in the place of a proper name. This hypothesis 
is untenable, because it would be difficult to produce another in- 
stance, where the evangelists, in a quotation announced as literal, 
have intermingled any thing de propriis, relating to proper 
names. 

1 Comp. Geredorf, Beitr. zur Sprachcharakteristik, I. p. 196. 
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Abt. I. On the Catechetical School, or Theological 
Seminary, at Alexandria in Eotpt. 

By B. Smarm, Prof, of Ecclesiastical History, in the TbeoL Ben. Andorer. 
[PART SECOND.] 

On the Doctrines taught in the Alexandrian School. 

Having traced an outline of the external history of the sa- 
cred school at Alexandria, we come now to inquire respecting 
the doctrines which were taught there. The sources remaining 
lor such an investigation, are the recorded opinions of many of 
its teachers, and some of its distinguished pupils. This species 
of evidence is ample, on many important points, with respect to 
some of the most interesting periods of the school. The true 
nloe of such evidence, can at once be estimated ; for whatever 
any teacher published to the world in his writings, we may real- 
ty conclude he taught in his more private instructions to his 
pupils. And what these pupils preached, and taught, we may 
presume, though with much less con6dence indeed, that they 
imbibed at the school. This latter source, as being less certain, 
wfll be but rarely resorted to. 

I must also here remark, that my limits necessarily confine me 
to a bare selection, in some cases, from the materials so amply 
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furnished, and already, in a great measure, collected or referred 
to, by such men as Guerike, Martini, Schrbkh, Miinscher, etc. 

My design is, to give a connected view of the sentiments of 
these teachers on each topic in succession, embraced in this ac- 
count. In some cases, as already remarked, tbey have left no 
works that have come down to us ; and in others, they have ex- 
pressed nothing on certain topics. In both of these cases their 
names will be passed without notice. 

I. Inspiration, Authenticity, and Use or the Scriptures. 

On this subject, the Alexandrian teachers generally express 
themselves with clearness, and appear to have held to the doc- 
trine of a genuine inspiration from God. 

Athenagoras represents ' Moses and the prophets as speaking 
in ecstasy, carried beyond themselves and their own thoughts by 
the impulse of the Divine Spirit, and uttering whatever he 
wrought in them. The Spirit employed them as organs of enun- 
ciation, in like manner as the musician uses a flute.' 1 

This father, like most of those at the same school, was dis- 
posed to make much use of human reason and philosophy ; but 
still he regarded the authority of scripture in a much higher 
sense. Like the rest of the Alexandrians, be held the philos- 
ophy of Plato in great admiration ; but he would not rely upon 
it as proof where destitute of scripture authority. 

Clement speaks decisively in favor of plenary inspiration, and 
seems even to favor the idea of the verbal inspiration of the scrip- 
tures. His fault, in fact, is that of believing too much, rather 
than too little, on the subject of divine communications ; for he 
goes so far as to suppose, that previous to the coming of Christ 
in the flesh, he had not only made manifestations to the Hebrew 
prophets, but also, in some sense, to wise men among the hea- 
then : " It is he (Christ) that gives wisdom to the Greeks by in- 
ferior angels; for angels were distributed throughout the nations , 
by an ancient and divine command." 9 Still Christ made him- 
self known more clearly in the Law and the Prophets, than in 
the writings of heathen sages and poets ; nor would he attribut > 
the same authority to these as to the scriptures. He also as - 
signed a divine origin to the Septuagint. 3 

1 Atben. Apol. c. 8. a Strom. VII. 2. 

3 See his Cohort. 1. 5. 6. Strom. VI. 5. Paed. 1. 11. II, 10. 12. Ill 
12. 1. 22. 
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Origen is also equally clear and decisive on the topic of inspi- 
ration, as might be shown by many quotations. One will suffice. 
"The sacred volume," says he, " breathes the plenitude of the 
Spirit ; and there is nothing in the Prophets, or the Law, or the 
Gospel, or the Apostles, which does not descend from the plenitude 
of the divine majesty." 1 In his work against Celsus, and else- 
where, he defends the doctrine of inspiration against just such 
objections as are now often made, and in the same manner. He 
cootends that all scripture is profitable and intelligible to the 
humble and studious; but not at once, especially in all its three- 
fold senses. Still he would dissuade the carnal from reading 
some portions, as the Song of Solomon for instance, because 
they would only abuse such passages to the purposes of their 
unsubdued lusts, instead of understanding them. He would 
bare each one study what be is capable of understanding ; and 
affirms, that even the most difficult passages are full of instruction. 
'The same God who has provided appropriate food for all kinds 
of animals, has provided suitable aliment in his word for all 
sorts of human minds.' 

Didymus, the blind catechist, in the fourth century, also ex- 
pressed his full belief in the plenary inspiration of the scriptures. 
id his work on the trinity, 8 he calls them " entirely divine," and 
"spiritual," naming fat* and nvtvpauKy. Other passages 
might be cited ; but it would be needless, as there is no reason 
to suspect that he or any of these teachers were deficient in 
their belief of divine inspiration. Their propensity, like that of 
the times in which they lived, was to believe too much, rather 
than too little, concerning things of a miraculous nature ; to ad- 
mit the inspiration of some of the heathen, rather than to deny 
that of the prophets and apostles. Some of them, as Clement, 
seem to have had a vague notion of another divine dispensation 
beside the Christian and the Jewish, viz. that of heathenism, in 
which God manifested himself to some men by a kind of semi- 
inspiration ; something more than human, and yet not worthy 
of the full credit to be reposed in his declarations by the mouths 
of the Jewish prophets. 

II. Theology. 

The unity of God was maintained by all these teachers. 
1 HomiL on Jeremiah XXI. 2. 9 1. 16. 43. 
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Athenagoras defended it by the authority of the Greek philoso- 
phers, and attempted to demonstrate it from reason. He argued 
thus. If there are two or more Gods, they must either be in 
the same place, or in different places. The first cannot be, 
unless these Gods are unequal. And if the second position 
be adopted, and we suppose one to have created the world, and 
to be occupied inland about it, then where are the rest of them ? 
And again : " As God the creator of the world, may fill all 
space, there is no room for another." l It is not to my pur- 
pose to canvass the soundness of this reasoning. Their belief is 
all we here seek. 

Clement, too, supposed that " certain divine qualities are in- 
stilled into the whole human race, by which they, and espe- 
cially the educated, are compelled, however reluctantly, to 
confess that there is one God, without beginning or end." 2 He 
says, that "the manifestation of one omnipotent God, is perfectly 
natural to all who think accurately ; and most of those who have 
not cast away all modesty in regard to truth, have perceived tbe 
eternal beneficence that is exerted according to the divine fore- 
knowledge." And after a multitude of quotations from heathen 
authors to prove that they bad the idea of one supreme God, he 
goes on to affirm, " that all by nature, and without any aid from 
instruction, have some perception of the Father and Maker of 
all things." He adds, that "the whole human race are divided 
into Greeks and barbarians, no class of whom, whether hus- 
bandmen, nomades, or dwelling in cities, can live withcK having 
anticipated the belief of the superior being. Therefore aU na- 
tions, whether inhabiting the East or the West, the North or the 
South, have one and the same original notion, ngoUytg, of him 
who established the order of things." 3 Still he thinks the 
Greek philosophers derived much of their superior knowledge 
from the Jews ; and that without revelation, none would know 
how to avail themselves of this light of nature to the purpose of 
salvation. 

Of the moral attributes of God, Clement generally speaks 
with propriety. It may not be improper, however, to show, by 
a single instance, how he could sometimes reason on these at- 
tributes. Speculating on the attributes of God's love, he says : 

1 Athen. Apol. c. a 7. 5. * Clem. Cohort c. 6. 

* Clem. Stromal. V. 13. 14. 
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" He cannot bate any thing, and yet will that the thing should 
exist which he hates. Nor does be will a thing should not be, 
while he is, at the same time, the cause of its existence. Nor 
does he wish any thing not to exist, which is in being. If then, 
the Logos bates any thing, he wishes it not to be. But there is 
nothing in existence for which God does not afford the cause for 
existence. There is therefore nothing which God hates." 1 
Scripture declarations which appear to contradict such a position, 
we are, according to bim, to consider as spoken after the man- 
ner of men. We leave, for the present, the author of such rea- 
soning, and proceed to bis successor. 

Origen, while he held firmly to the unity of God, seems not 
to have believed, that unaided reason can discover God as he 
really is. Like the other teachers, he considered God as " dis- 
tinct in his nature from all created things," " without change," 
"impassible, and without human affections," — omnipotent, in- 
corporeal, and a simple unity, without parts of which we can 
predicate " a more or a less ;" 9 as good and just. And yet Or- 
igen appears to have spoken strangely concerning the divine 
power ; as he affirms that " God in the beginning constituted as 
many rational beings as be could sustain and manage, ooov ydv- 
taxo dunQxioai. For we must pronounce the power of God to 
be finite, and must not remove its limit under a pretence of 
praising bira. For if the power of God is unlimited, it cannot of 
necessity comprehend itself; since, from its nature, what is un- 
limi'jfd is incomprehensible. He therefore made as many as he 
could grasp and keep under his hand and manage in his prov- 
idence ; as he also prepared as much material as he could 
deck and govern, xctraxoopijoai" 

In connexion with these declarations, I must add, that Origen 
indulged in some peculiar and rather obscure speculations on the 
nature of power, or rather of omnipotence, as he seems to sup- 
pose it as only coextensive with the actually existing objects on 
which this power can be exerted. 3 He regards God as omntp- 
otent in the sense of being able to govern all actual existences, in 
this and all worlds ; but he seems to think it improper to speak of 
his power to govern more than exist. Though God is narto- 

1 Paed. I. 8. a De Princip. 1. 1. II. 4. 4. 

3 Priocip. II. c. 9. 1. 1. 2. 10. III. 5. 2. Guer. II. p. 185. 
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xQ&taiQ, an omnipotent ruler, yet he is not navodupafiog^ aH- 
powerful. In some passages, Origen seems also to have con- 
founded the wisdom of God, with his power ; and this wisdom 
was the Xofog. 

Didymus, who was a great admirer of Origen, and embraced 
and defended most of his views, seems not to have followed him 
in these speculations about power. He was remarkable for his 
knowledge of the Bible, and seems to have had, in fact, a more 
simple regard to its declarations than most of the Alexandrians. 
In different passages, he speaks of God, not only as naviOKpd- 
to>£, but also as navrodvpapoQ, and navreJzovoioe, and dnetQodv- 
wttfiog. We may well suppose, that the discussions of a cen- 
tury and an half, from the time of Origen, and especially that 
the Arian controversy, to which some of these speculations of 
Origen are supposed to have led, had prepared the way for ad- 
ditional light and increased caution in a truly candid and devout 
mind, while investigating the great questions that arise concerning 
the attributes of God. The experience of some ages of fierce 
discussion and much defection, may have taught him what Or- 
igen thought there was no reason to apprehend, viz. the danger 
of ' removing the limit to divine power, and pronouncing it to 
be finite.' 

This father, like many before him, found it needful to teach 
most explicitly, that God is a pure spirit, not possessed of body, 
nor having hands, mouth, and feet, like men. His ideas of God, 
in some other respects, will appear from the following decla- 
rations. " Since God exists above what is invisible, and above 
what is. occult, and above every mind, it is not only impossible 
for him to come under our vision, or our senses, but he cannot 
/even be inspected by the mind of angels themselves, because 
he is incomprehensible and inaccessible. For, that God exists, 
is known to all; but what or how he exists, the speculation of 
created mind cannot ascertain." 

In contending against the Manicbsans on the origin of evil, 
(that most troublesome of all questions in ancient as well as 
modern times, and which has occasioned moie heresies than all 
other questions put together,) he has the following, as quoted by 
Guerike. 1 In maintaining that neither moraj nor physical evil 
is chargeable on God, he says : " We affirm, that He is not the 
author of evil, who made a being, that by bis own propensity 

» Guer. II. p. 335. 
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and will, can commit sin. For God made man rational, because 
he desired that he should be virtuous of his own will, and en- 
dowed man with free power to be otherwise, by which he might 
be turned in either direction ; for he wished man to be good by 
spontaneously choosing what is good ; for no one can be virtuous 
against his will; rather, all the good are voluntarily good. 
Hence it was needful, that whatever was to be voluntarily good, 
should possess what is requisite to enable and adapt him to era- 
brace what is good and comely. But it is consentaneous, that 
a being which could embrace virtue, might likewise embrace 
vice. Thus made a participant of reason, in order that he might 
be rendered capable of virtue and vice, the command was given, 
to practise virtue; but respecting vice, he merely had the capacity 
for it. For the law of the Creator exhorted and strengthened 
and aided to virtue ; but dissuaded nature from vice. Although, 
therefore, there is the power in a rational being for the practice 
of vice, yet he is not sinful for the possession of this power, for of 
each, viz. virtue and vice, there are powers and choices. Nor 
is this our opinion merely, but the opinion of all who philoso- 
phize correctly about rational beings. — And as virtue and vice 
cannot be embraced at the same time, and as virtue is pleasing 
to God, he iu fused the power of each into a rational being, in 
order that we may practise the one and abstain from the other. 
Every one, then, was made rational, that he might be holy and 
not sinful. If therefore any of the beings in the use of reason, 
enters on a course which is opposed to the Author and Governor, 
it is not the fault of the Creator and Legislator, but of those who 
exert their powers against his provident laws." 1 

Though it is not my object to indulge in critical or theological 
remarks of my own, yet, on such a passage as the above, may 
I not be permitted briefly and modestly to propound two ques- 
tions, for the consideration of such as may be engaged in the like 
discussions? My first question is this : Does not the above pas- 
sage contain the essence of all that has ever been said to the 
purpose on this subject, both as it regards the character of (rod, 
and the freedom of man ? The second question I would ask, is 
this: Does not this "blind" theologue of the fourth century, 
here afford us a signal justification of the encomium, " that 
be had eyes to see what (rod sees," when he assumes it as 
a first principle, that simple reason is all which is necessary to 

constitute a free agent ? Is there the least need of eficnrnbering 

________ __ — __ rr _ 
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the discussion with any further considerations about " a power 
to choose," etc. ? " He that knoweth to do good, and doeth 
it not, to him it is sin." 

III. Creation. 

As a general fact, they rejected the gnostic notions respecting 
the origin of matter and of spirits. 

Clement taught that God was the sole author of creation ; but 
whether he held to the eternal existence of matter in a chaotic 
state, is not clear. 

Origen believed, that God created all things in heaven and 
earth, out of nothing, by his Son. His speculations concerning 
the creation of spirits, will best serve to show the nature of his 
philosophy, and the manner in which he was accustomed to em- 
ploy it in theological discussions and the explanation of the 
scriptures. 

In conformity with the Platonic doctrines, of which he was 
very fond, he adopted the belief in the existence of spirits before 
the visible creation. And in opposition to the gnostic heretics, be 
supposes these spirits to have been all made originally alike and 
equal. Not being eternal, but created, they were consequently 
mutable. What they bad received from the hand of God, tbey 
might lose or forfeit. Endowed with perpetual freedom of will, 
some took one course, and some another. Having taken dif- 
ferent courses, it was proper that God should deal with them ac- 
cording to their deeds. Hence the grand reason, in his view, 
for that endless variety and immense difference which are found 
in the works of creation and providence. It is all to afford dif- 
ferent habitations and different circumstances, adapted to the 
different merits of these spirits, which were all alike at first. 
He confines not bis view to this earth, nor to the spirits that were 
to become the souls of men. All worlds above, and all beneath, 
with all their happy or their wretched occupants, are at once 
embraced. Hence there is one glory of the sun, and another 
of the moon, and another of the stars ; and hence also, one star 
differs from another in glory. He goes on, likewise, to speak of 
the diversities among nations and individuals upon earth. " Some 
are barbarians, and some are Greeks, — some are more and 
others less savage ; some are born under better, and others under 
worse laws and rulers ; — some are born in slavery ; some with 
sickly bodies; and some deprived of hearing, speech, etc" 
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" One is bora of Abraham, according to the promise, another of 
Isaac aod Rebecca, who supplanted his brother in ventre, and 
was beloved of God before be was born. One is born among 
the Hebrews, where he finds the knowledge of the divine law ; 
another among the wise Greeks ; another among the cannibal 
Ethiopians ; or among the Scythians, where parricide is practised 
as it were by law ; or among the Tauri, where they immolate 
their guests." 

In view of all this wide diversity in the conditions, not only of 
earthly, but also of "celestial," and " supracelestial," and "in- 
fernal beings" too, which Origen portrays with an unrivalled 
band, be informs us, that * many were wont to object, that a 
world filled with such variety, could not have been created by a 
just and good God ; and that especially the gnostics, who came 
from the school of Marcion, Valentine, and msilides, accounted 
for the difference, upon the supposition that either different kinds 
of souls are sent to inhabit different races of men, or that all 
takes place fortuitously? This supposition he rejects, as de- 
stroying the belief that God made the world, and governs it by 
his providence, and will judge men according to their works. . 

Still, Origen himself was not at all more disposed than were 
those gnostics, with whom he had to do, to resolve this disparity 
of condition, as we now do, into the sovereignty of God. It 
was not consonant with his views of divine justice, that men 
should be born to such diversity of inheritance, without any pre- 
vious probation. He therefore proceeds to assign them such a 
probation, anterior to their being doomed to assume the frailties, 
of flesh. It must be acknowledged, however, that he does thhn 
with professions of modesty and caution; for he owns, that 
"none but he that searchetb all things, yea the deep things of 
God, can know what is the pure truth on this subject. Still," 
be remarks, " that we may not nourish the insolence of the her- 
etics by our silence, we will, as men, to the best of our power, 
answer to the things which they pretend." He then goes on 
in the manner already shown, and supposes, that as there is to 
be a judgment at the termination of the present state of human 
existence, when men will be rewarded according to their deeds, 
so there has already been such an award upon the conduct of 
the same spirits, in a previous state of existence. This he con- 
siders as a possible way of replying to the gnostics, and evincing 
that there is no need of supposing different creators, or different 
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kinds of souls, nor that calamities are fortuitous, but that all is 
from the hand and under the providence of a just and good God. 

It is rather amusing, at the present day, to see bow this zealous 
father supported his theory from scripture. Like a bold man, 
he seizes what would seem the very last passage in the whole 
bible that could be turned to support such a system of previous 
merit. It was the following : " For the children being not yet 
born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of works out of him 
that called), it was said, the elder shall serve the younger ; as it 
is written ; Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. What 
shall we say then ? Is there unrighteousness with God ? God 
forbid." How, we ask, can this passage prove his point, instead 
of refuting it ? Like a staunch philosophical theplogue, Origeo 
is ready with just as good a reason as has ever been offered 
against the obvious sense of the passage. It is this. As the 
Apostle here assures us that God is not unjust, and as he certainly 
would have been unjust, in this discrimination, if Jacob and Esau 
had performed no previous acts, they must therefore have per- 
formed deeds, in a previous state of existence, by which they 
merited this distinction. When the Apostle inquires, is there 
unrighteousness with God, Origen considers him as only encour- 
aging investigation into the causes of providential distinctions. 
And as here, according to him, is one instance of distinction op 
some other ground than that of neither good or evil done in this 
life ; so we are warranted in the universal inference, to be ap- 
plied respecting " creatures terrestrial, celestial, and infernal," 
viz. that all have had a probation, and their destinations have 
been allotted according to previous merit. 4 The erring crea- 
tures sent down to earth, or to the stars, are subjected to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected them, in 
hope that they would purge themselves and become again vessels 
of honor prepared unto glory.' l 

He has also something to say in regard to the process of de- 
fection in that previous state. From certain passages of scripture, 
which speak of God as a consuming fire, and his angels as a 
flame of fire, Origen supposes God to be of an igneous nature; 
and his angels and all spirits, in their original state, to have par- 
taken of the same fervid quality. The process of defection, 
then, in those who relapsed, was that of becoming more or less 

1 Princip. II. c. 9. 2. 
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cool or cold. And this be argues from what he considers as the 
derivative import of i/wjij, the soul, which he derives from 
yvZ°>> cold. Hence roan, in bis lost state, is tpvjw, and no 
longer vov$ z mind. But if he shall purge himself, he will again 
become rove. 1 

Though Origen does not suppose any creature perfectly pure 
in the sight of God, he thinks angels to be the most pure, and 
devils the most impure, and men and the stars to be interme- 
diate degrees. He supposes some spirits, which had not coo- 
ducted themselves very basely, are set to preside over the 
animated bodies of the sun, moon, and stars, to enlighten and 
tdora the world. Hence he speaks of "the soul of the sun." 
fa his work against Celsus,* he calls the stars " living and ra- 
tional beings, fwa Xofixa, and active, and enlightened with the 
fight of knowledge by that wisdom which is the effulgence of the 
eternal light." And commenting on Matthew he remarks : " It is 
tbsurd to treat the system of heaven and earth arid all they con- 
tain, as though the sun and moon, and chorus of the stars, and 
the angels of this whole universe, were ignorant of the true light, 
and being ignorant of it, still keep the order appointed them by 
God." He also proves, from Ps. cxlviii, that the stars praise 
God through bis Son. He of course regards these bodies as 
rational and accountable beings, and supposes they will be finally 
judged. That they are capable of sinning, he proves from Job 
nv. 5, " the stars are not pure in his sight." Their souls were 
made before their bodies, just as in the case of man, which he 
proves from Rom. vm. 19 sq. where he thinks the ' etherial 
body is the " vanity" to which the siderial soul is unwillingly 
subjected in hope of freedom when its service is completed, and 
that it groans in bondage till Christ shall have delivered up the 
kingdom, and all will be set free.' * 

Origen does not suppose all worlds to have been made at the 
same time, but one after another ; and that there will yet be fu- 
ture creations; indeed, that there has been and will be a series of 
innumerable worlds. And though he speaks of the world as not 
being eternal, yet he held, according to Photius, that " the uni- 
verse, to nav, is coeteraal with the only wise and perfect God." 4 
And this he argues at length from his notions of power and of 
the divine immutability, as though* there could be no eternal 

1 Princip. II. 8. a * V. 10. 

3 Guer. II. p. 190. Princip. III. 5. a « Cod. 235. 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 Doctrines of the Alexandrian School. [April 

creator, without an eternal creation, nor an immutable God who 
should begin to create. Thus we see that the same reasoning 
which is at present employed about an eternal now, was em- 
ployed in the days of Origen, to support a little different point, 
and with at least an equal degree of obscurity. 

God's motive for creation, was from within himself, his own 
goodness ; and as this was the same, without variety, he must 
therefore have created all spirits, which were the first of his 
creatures, alike and equal. But when many of these bad fallen, 
his object in creating the visible universe, was, to afford suitable 
places for the punishment and purgation of these lapsed beings, 
as various in condition as the endless variety of character assumed 
by them. 1 

As to the six days of creation, Origen thinks that none but a 
fool can understand them as days in the literal sense, as there 
was no sun nor stars to mark the days at first. He also ad- 
duces against the literal interpretation, the declaration, "in the 
day when God made the heavens and the earth." 

But perhaps I have dwelt too long on the strange speculations 
of this great teacher, on the subject of creation. It is pleasing 
to remark, that he does not appear to have been implicitly fol- 
lowed in them by his successors, though we have not the means 
of deciding respecting the opinions of most of them, on tbese 
points. Didymus, his greatest admirer, has recorded his dissent 
respecting the animation of celestial bodies. 8 

IV. Providence. 

Clement considers the existence of a divine providence, too 
manifest from the aspect and order of all things, to require proof; 
and affirms, that the best philosophers have believed in such a 
providence. He regards the doctrine of so much importance, 
that if it were removed, the whole economy of salvation would 
appear a fable. " But the greatest thing in divine providence, 
is," he says, " that it does not suffer the vice arisiog from volun- 
tary defection, to remain useless, and that it turns the purposes 
of the wicked, to some good and useful end." 

He makes a broad distinction between God's permitting, and 
h\s producing an event. A brief extract will show both bis 

1 Prtncip. III. 5. 4. 

* De Trin. I. 32, 97. II. 6, 192. 
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doctrine, and bis mode of reasoning on the subject. He is com- 
batting the notion of the heretic, Basilides, who held, that the 
martyrs suffered, under providence, because of their sins com- 
mitted in a previous state of existence. He says : " It is impious 
to suppose that these afflictions are from the will of God. For 
neither did our Lord suffer by the will of the Father, nor do 
those who suffer persecution, suffer it by the will of God ; for if 
so, tben one of two things must be true, either persecution is a 
good thing, or they who decree and inflict it, are innocent. But 
yet oothiog takes place without the will of the Lord of all things. 
It remains therefore, briefly to show that things of this nature 
take place, God not preventing them, /uij KtoXvoartoe tov Gtov, 
for this ooly saves both the providence, and the goodness of God, 
toiho yog povov Otofat nai ttjp ngovotav, xal tjJf aya&dzrjTa 
xov &*ov. It is not necessary, now, to suppose, that be produ- 
ces afflictions, for we ought not to think this ; but it is meet for 
as to believe that he does not binder those who inflict these 
evils ; and that be employs, to a good end, these atrocities of 
the adversaries." l The amount of his doctrine appears to be, 
that God neither decreed nor produces evil of any kind ; but 
yet, as be is the author of a universal providence, he determined 
not to prevent evil, and be does not prevent, but turns it to good 
purpose, such as ' the sanctification of his people and the glory of 
his kingdom. 9 

He supposes the stars, which he regards as " spiritual bodies 
with angels presiding over them," to be employed by providence 
in an eminent degree, 'as causes of health or pestilence, fruit- 
fulness or famine, and as signs of things past, present, and to 
come.' 

Origen was also a 6rm believer in divine providence, as com- 
prehending not only God's present management of the world, 
bat also his foreknowledge and purposes. A passage from his 
work against Celsus, will show at once the cavils of this vain 
man, and the manner in which Origen regarded and defended 
the doctrine. Speaking of the predicted treachery of Judas, 
Celsus says : " He (Christ), being God, foretold these things ; 
and what was predicted must necessarily take place. God, 
therefore, caused his own disciples and apostles, with whom he 
ate and drank, to become impious and wicked, while he espe- 
cially ought to have done good to all men, and peculiarly to those 

1 Str. IV. 12. VI. 16. Prophet Eclog. § 55. 
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of bis own family. Never yet did a man lay snares for one at 
whose table be was a guest ; but this man became a traitor to the 
God with whom he sat at feasts ; and what is more absurd, God 
himself ensnared those who sat with him at the table, making 
them traitors and impious. To these things, I reply in the fol- 
lowing manner, since thou 1 exbortest me to meet even what 
appear to me the frivolous pleas of Celsus. Whatever is pre- 
dicted, Celsus supposes must so take place, because it is pre- 
dicted. But this we do not concede ; as we say, that he who 
foretells a thing, is not the cause of its taking place, since be 
foretold what was to be ; and as what was to be would have 
taken place even if not predicted, itself afforded the occasion of 
its own prediction by him who foresaw it. And the same pre- 
cedes all foreknowledge of any thing respecting us, whether 
found in scripture or Grecian history." 8 Thus, too, in com- 
menting on Genesis, he says : " As there is nothing which has not 
some cause, while at the first formation of the world, God re- 
volved all future things separately in his mind, he saw that if this 
thing should be done here, that would follow from it ; and thence, 
a third thing; and from that, another ; and thus onward to the end 
of all things, he saw what would be the consequence. But, still, 
he is not therefore to be considered as the cause of every sort 
of thing, why it should take place in this or that manner. For 
if you see a rash and precipitate man, impelled in his ignorance 
and by bis temerity to commit himself to a slippery path, and 
you know he will fall by bis treacherous stdps, still you are not 
the cause of bis fall ; just so are we plainly to think of God, 
who foresees what each one will be, and the causes of his being 
such, and all the acts he shall perform, whether good or bad. 
And, that we may freely announce what is fact, not only is God's 
foreknowledge not the cause of things, (for whom God foresaw 
would sin, him he does not as it were lead by the hand to the 
commission of the deed,) but, what is indeed more removed 
from common apprehension, though still true, the thing itself, 
which is future, is the cause of such foreknowledge. Neither 
does the thing take place in consequence of its being foreknown 
as future ; but it is foreknown because it is to be." 3 

Origen contended strongly, that divine providence is not repug- 

1 Viz. Ambrose, at whose exhortation he undertook the work. 

» C. Cels. II. 20. 

3 Com. on Gen. quoted by Guer. II. p. 193. 
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nant to free agency. Of course he disapproved much of the 
soperstitioo of astrology, as then current. Although he conceded, 
in hb commentary on Genesis, that superior beings might draw 
prognostics from the situation of the stars, yet be did not be- 
lieve human affairs to be so controlled by stellar influence, that 
they could not take place otherwise, ' for this would destroy all 
freedom, and all ground of praise or blame.' 

Origen made a distinction between moral and physical evil. 
Itmay be well to inquire how be reconciled both with divine provi- 
dence. Celsus bad said, that " the origin of evil could not easily 
be known, except by a philosopher, thereby intimating that a 
philosopher may know it easily ; but that a common man could 
not make the discovery without great labor." To this, Origen 
replies : " I say, that even a philosopher cannot easily know the 
origin of evil. Perhaps also he cannot in any manner, unless 
bj the inspiration of God, understand and show what the evils 
ire, and whence they arose, and how they may be removed." * 
But yet, in his next section, Origen himself attempts the solution, 
it least in part. Still replying to this old adversary, he proceeds : 
u Celsus, as though be nad some secret on the origin of evil, 
which be would not divulge, and speaking things adapted to the 
multitude, says : ' It is enough for the vulgar, to say, that evil is 
not from God, but is inherent in matter, and dwells in mortals.' 
This is indeed true, that evil is not from God. For it is clear 
from Jeremiah, that from the mouth of God come not evil and 
gpod. But we deny that matter is the cause of evil in man. 
For each one's own will is the cause of the evil existing in him, 
and this is itself the evil, to kukov; and the deeds which spring 
from it are also evil. Nor is any thing else to be esteemed evil, 
if we would speak accurately." 

On the sam^ topic he says : " We affirm that God is not the 
author of evil or of vice and vicious actions.— Yet there are a 
few things, if you look at the structure of this universe, which 
follow from his distinguished works ; just as shavings and saw- 
dust from the fine works of the artists, and as the heaps of dust 
and fragments of stone around their edifices, may appear to be 
attributable to the architects." 9 

Again: "God did not produce evil; yet when found with 
others, he does not prevent it, though he might have prevented 
H; but he uses it together with those who harbor k, to necessary 

1 C. Cels. IV. 65. * C. Cek. VI. 55. 
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purposes. For through those in whom evil is found, be renders 
illustrious and approved such as are advancing to the glory of 
virtue. For virtue, if it meet nothing contrary, does not shine, 
nor become more splendid and illustrious. Virtue not tried and 
examined, is not virtue." 1 This be illustrates in the case of the 
trial of Joseph's virtue. — But " lest any one should seize occasion 
of strengthening himself in sin, as though sin were beneficial, or 
might be beneficial to the universe, it is to be remarked, that, 
although God uses the sin of the wicked to the order of the uni- 
verse, and accommodates them to its benefit, they are, never- 
theless, guilty who perpetrate evil. Inasmuch as they are guilty, 
although ordained to the general good, they ought to be de- 
tested by all. Just as one guilty of certain crimes, who is con- 
demned to public works in the city, which are profitable to all, 
is said to do something which benefits the whole city, yet be 
appears to discharge an abominable office in which no one at all 
wise would wish to be employed. Hence it is that Paul the 
Apostle of Jesus, teaches us, that even the most abandoned shall 
be useful to the universe, although themselves shall be banished 
among the most abominable ; but the virtuous shall be the most 
beneficial to the universe, and shall therefore enjoy the highest 
place. 'In a great bouse there are many vessels, etc." 2 

All this is just, on Origen's principles, because those who are 
thus predestinated to be the vessels of wrath, sinned in a pre- 
vious state of existence, as before shown: 

When God sends physical evil, it is for moral good, as the 
physician administers his painful remedies. 

In his work on prayer, he gives the reason why God permitted 
Paul in his youth to become so atrocious a sinner and perse- 
cutor of the church, viz. that he might ever after be humble and 
feel that be was not worthy to be called an apostle. A remem- 
brance of these early sins, is what Origen supposes to be the 
thorn in the flesh, which kept him from being exalted above 
measure, by the abundance ol revelations. 

V. The Trinity. 

Athenagoras has left us only two small works ; from which, 
however, we may form some opinion of bis views on certain 
points of this subject which he briefly touches. It is peculiarly 

1 Horn, in Num. XIV. 2. » C. Cels. IV. 70. 
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to be regretted, as regards the deeply interesting inquiry re- 
specting tbe early opinions of the fathers on the Trinity, that we 
have so little remaining of the writings of this teacher. As he 
wis among the very 6rst of the converted philosophers who be- 
gan to teach and to corrupt the simple doctrines of Christianity, 
bad we more of his works, we might, as Martini suggests, have 
been able to see more clearly tbe first view which those Pla- 
fonists took of these doctrines. 

In bis apology for the Christians, in tbe time of Aurelius, A. 
D. 161, be has a passage which shows us bow distinctly he con- 
templated tbe whole question of the Trinity in unity. I give it 
as translated by Faber. 1 " To this only do we strenuously ap- 
ply ourselves, that we may know God, and tbe Word, Xoyog^ who 
b from him : what is tbe unity, of the Son with the Father ; 
wfaat is tbe communion of tbe Father with tbe Son ; what is tbe 
Spirit ; wfaat is tbe unity and the distinction of these which are 
soeb ; inasmuch as tbe Spirit and tbe Son and the Father are 
wried."* 

This seems enough to show, that tbe doctrine of a trinity in 
unity, was a doctrine then known, and not first invented, at a 
subsequent period, by platonizing Christians. We have also 
his express declaration, that he accurately set forth the doctrine 
then prevalent among tbe brethren. 3 And should it now even 
appear, that these firtt platonizing fathers did not themselves 
embrace thb doctrine, as many contend that tbey did not, will 
not tbe inference be a fair one, so far as it goes, that they were 

1 Since preparing this part of the present article, I have met with 
an able and interesting work, with tbe following title : The ApostoK- 
efcy €*f Trinitarianism ; or the Testimony of History to the positive 
Antiquity, and to the Apostolical Inculcation, of the Doctriae of the 
Holy Trinity. By George Stanley Faber, Prebendary ofSaHabury, etc. 
Ib two volumes, octavo, 1833. The work is not yet published in this 
country. I have seen fit, in tbe above instance, and a few others which 
will be acknowledged as they occur, to substitute his translation in- 
stead of my own. I would also here acknowledge my obligation to 
this author, for a few passages which I had not before selected, 
from the writings of the fathers now under review. 

» Apol. c. 11. 

* &$i a*Qtft&i oWfcj/M to* *a& npas loyov, (trj $avpacipv — %xn- 
xc Si xabftiq tldirai, anqifioloyovpat. Atben. Legat c. 11. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 27 
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the corrupter* rather than the author* of the doctrine of the 
trinity ? 

Let us now endeavor to ascertain, as far as possible, what 
were the conceptions which this "philosopher," (as he continu- 
ed to style himself,) actually formed of the divine Persons. 

After refuting the charge of atbeisrti, brought by the heathen 
against the Christians from their worship of only one God, and him 
invisible and incomprehensible, and immediately after speaking of 
the nature of the " unbegotten God," he adds : " We acknow- 
ledge, also, a son of God, voovpev ydg nal vlop xov toot/. And 
let no one think it ridiculous, that God should have a son ; for 
we do not conceive of either God the Father or the Son, like 
the fabulous poets, who show us gods no better than men. The 
son of God is the Aoyog of the Father, in respect to image and 
efficiency, h idtq nal ivtQyciq ; for of him and by him were all 
things, the Father and the Son being one. And the Son being 
in the Father and the Father in the Son, in unity and power of 
spirit, the Son of God is the mind and loyog of the Father. 
What child, na7g, imports, I will briefly explain. He was the 
firstborn of God ; not as though be had been produced, (for 
God, being an eternal mind, bad to* loyov in himself, always 
being rational, Xoymog) ; but he proceeded forth from God to 
be the image and energy, idea xeu ivfyytia thai ngo^jfi^ for 
the ' formation of chaos into an organized creation, according to 
Prov. viii. 22, The Lord produced me in the beginning of bis 
way, for his work.' 1 He immediately proceeds to speak of the 
Holy Ghost in the following terms : " We say, that the divine 
Spirit, which inspired the prophets, is an emanation of God, 
flowing forth and returning back again, like a beam of the sua. 
Who, then, would not wonder, at hearing us called atheists, who 
declare God the Father and God the Son and the Holy Ghost, 
showing both their power in unity and their distinction in 
order ?"» 

These passages, though short, are still sufficient to afford us a 
specimen of the manner in which this ancient father attempted 
to conceive of the mystery of a trinity in unity, and to ascertain 
the manner and the objects of the procession of the Son and 
the Spirit from the Father. There has been much dispute on 

1 What 1 have thus marked in half quotation, appears to be the 
amount of a difficult passage in this author, according to Martini) 
though some give it a different construction. 

» Apol. c. 9, 10. 
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die question, whether he held to the separate personality of 
the Son and the Spirit. Miioscher argues, that as be does not 
seem to have regarded the Spirit as a distinct person, therefore 
he did not regard the Son as such. On the other hand, Gue- 
rike contends, that as he appears to have held to the personality 
of the Son, we are therefore to infer a similarity 01 views re- 
specting the Spirit. And this he very properly maintains from 
the following circumstance, viz. that Atnenagoras made the 
character of the Son the main question of the two, and express- 
ed his views more fully upon it. And as he manifestly held to 
a trinity of some sort, if he made two persons of the Father and 
the Soil, we may well suppose that he regarded the Spirit as a 
third person ; and that it was, therefore, a trinity of pereont, 
and not of mere attributes, to which he held. Martini and oth- 
ers contend, that Athenagoras regarded the Son as only the 
reason or understanding of the Father, proceeding forth to the 
work of creation. 1 

It is to be remembered, that the term trinity was not in use 
at this period, nor had there probably been, much speculation oo 
this mystery, till the conversion, in this age, of such heathen 
philosophers as Justin Martyr, Athenagoras, etc. We are 
therefore to look rather for the viewt which they seemed to en* 
tertain, than for their use of technical language on this subject, 
which io fact did not become decidedly fixed till the middle of 
the fifth century. Theophilus of Antioch, who died A. D. 183, 
u the first who is known to have used the term trinity. — In the 
commencement of philosophical speculation on such a mystery, 
we may well expect to find much variety and obscurity of views, 
and not a little corruption also, in the course of its progress. 
The fact of chief value, which we learn from the above extracts, 
is the distinct recognition of a trinity in unity in the divine na- 
ture. The -precise views which Athenagoras emhraced con- 
cerning this great mystery of godliness, and by which he at- 
tempted philosophically to explain and commend it to the mind 
of a heathen prince, however interesting in the history of human 
speculation, would not be of so much importance, even if we 
could now ascertain them ; for, if they should not be found to 
accord with the Scriptures, we might very naturally suppose 
him to have corrupted the truth by his vain philosophy. Per- 
haps, after all, he had himself formed no very definite views of 

1 Munacher, Dogmengesch. II. 443. Ouer. II. 101. Martini, von 
der Gottheit Cbristi, p 55. 
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the " uoity and the distinction," of which he speaks, as existing 
between the Father, Son, and Spirit, and which be sought to 
understand. One thing, however, is clear, viz. that be regarded 
tbe Son as eternal and " without beginning." His views there- 
fore were neither Arian nor humanitarian ; though they may pos- 
sibly have had a leaning to those which Sabellius afterwards 
maintained. 

As Pantaenut, tbe next teacher, has left nothing that has 
reached us, we proceed to his successor. 

Clement is accused, by Photius, of having ' reduced the Son 
to a Aere creature ;' and of having taught that tbe ' Father pos- 
sessed two koyot, of which tbe inferior one made his appear- 
ance among men.' Photius, however, as is supposed by Goerike, 
might feel a prejudice against Clement, since he did not 6nd, in 
his works, the technical language which subsequently had come 
into use on this subject ; and therefore his authority as to the 
opinions of this father, is of less importance. 

In the works of Clement, which are preserved, we indeed 
often find passages which seem to speak of the Xojqq as tbe 
power, or as some property, or attribute of God. The following 
will serve as a specimen. " The Xoyog of tbe Father of all, is 
not the spoken word, but tbe wisdom and most manifest good- 
ness of God ; and likewise the almighty and truly divine power; 
tbe all powerful and sovereign will, which is not unintelligible 
even to those who do not confess him." l 

Such language from tbe mouth of a modern polemic, would 
justly be considered as implying that the man who used it did not 
consider the Xoyog as a distinct person, but only an attribute, or 
a class of attributes in the divine nature. In the writings of ao 
ancient father, however, it implies no such thing, but is in good 
keeping with their general mode of speculation on the subject. 
In proof of this assertion, it is urged, that even Athanasius, Ter- 
tullian, etc. employed the like phraseology. Some further quo- 
tations will show the manner in which Clement used such 
language even in immediate connexion with other assertions which 
imply a distinct personality. How bis philosophy would recon- 
cile tbe two modes of speaking, is a question of far less impor- 
tance to us, than that ol the fact respecting his actual belief » a 
distinct personality. The consistency of bis language, and jfa 
of bis belief, may be called in question without impairing tbe 
evidence of his belief itself. The same thing is continually 

1 Strom. V. 1. ed. Werceb. Pat. Opp. Pol. Vol. VI. p. 12. 
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done in controversies at the present day. What writer in favor 
of the trinity, is not now considered by his opponents as uttering 
maoy things totally inconsistent with this doctrine ? And yet 
they do not doubt bis belief of the doctrine. Why, then, shall 
not the same principle be applied to the interpretation of the fa- 
thers? My object is not to vindicate or to impugn their faith, 
bat simply to ascertain what it was. 

I proceed to passages in which we find this variety of lan- 
guage. Speaking of the free ofler of salvation to all men, and 
Christ's willingness to save all, Clement proceeds : " And neither 
cm it be said that the Lord does not will to save the human race 
b geoeral, ar&panoTtis, because be knows not how to take care 
of each one; for ignorance does not appertain to God, who was 
the counsellor of the Father before the foundation of the world, 
for this was the Wisdom in which the almighty God previously 
rejoiced. For the Son is the power dvvafag of God, inasmuch 
is he was the aQ%i*(oiaxo$ Xoyog of the Father and bis wisdom 
before aH derived existences ; and he may be appropriately de- 
nominated the teacher of those who were formed by him. Nor 
does he ever, diverted by any pleasure, abandon the care of 
men; who also even assumed flesh, which by nature is produced 
passible, and trained it to a state of impassibility. How is he then 
Sevior and Lord, unless the Savior and Lord of all ? Yes, he 
is the Savior of those who believe, because they are willing to 
acknowledge him ; and he is Lord of those who believe not, 
ss they might confess him and obtain the appropriate benefit, he 
his provided for their case. But ail the energy of the Lord 
bis reference to the Almighty, and the Son, so to speak, is a 
certain paternal energy, 7iaip*jw} rig ipegyna." x 

I give these passages in extenso, instead of selecting merely 
the phrases which contain the sentiments in question, as the true 
import of such phrases will thus be more apparent. The in- 
quisitive reader may also be gratified with the incidental notices 
be will thus find interspersed, respecting other opinions of no 
small interest at the present day, as that of general atonement, 
the free offer of salvation to all men, election, etc. 

A further proof, that Clement held to a distinct personality 
and a distinct will of the Son, as well as his mysterious union 
whb the Father, fa found in the following passage : " He takes 
care of all, as it becomes him, being Lord of all ; for he is the 
Savior, not of a part, but of all. He imparts of his beneficence 

1 Strom. VII. 2. p. 388. 
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according to the adaptedness of each individual, both to Greeks 
and barbarians, and to those from among them predestinated as 
faithful and elect, but called in due time. Neither can he envy 
any, who equally invites all, though he eminently rewards such 
as are distinguished for their faith. Nor can he be hindered 
by any other, who is Lord of all, and specially subserves the 
will of the good and omnipotent Father. On the contrary, 
envy does not reach the Lord, who is impassible and begotten 
without beginning, avapgoj? yewo'fiipov" 1 

In this last phrase, we have a clue to his mode of speculating 
on the generation, or emanation, of the Son from the Father. 
Perhaps it was this notion of " eternal generation" which led 
him to say many things which, taken by themselves, appear to 
contradict a belief in the eternal personality of the Son. But 
if he regarded the generation as eternal, how should such de- 
clarations impair the evidence of his belief in eternal sonsbip, 
any more than kindred declarations from others, in ancient and 
modern times, who have held to the same position ? — We pro- 
ceed to passages in which he further speaks of the divine attri- 
butes and works of Christ. 

" The most excellent being on earth, is the most pious man; 
and the most excellent in heaven, is the angel that is nearest io 
place and the purest partaker of eternal and blessed life. But 
the most perfect, and holy, and noble, and beneficent, aod the 
most perfectly fitted to rule and to reign, is the nature of the 
Son, M which is most intimately joined to the only omnipotent, 
tj rep fiovfo navxoxQaxoQi ngooexeotattj. This nature is of su- 
preme dignity, which ordains all things according to the will of 
the Father, and governs the un verse in the best possible man- 
ner, working all things by bis exbaustless and indefatigable power, 
as it inspects and influences the thoughts. For never does the 
Son of God cease from his inspection ; not being divided, not 
separated into parts, not going from place to place, but being al- 
ways everywhere, and circumscribed by nothing, all mind, all 
paternal light, all eye, seeing all things, hearing all, knowing all, 
scrutinizing all powers by his power. To him are subjected the 
whole host of both angels and gods." s 

Again, in his Exhortation to the Gentiles, speaking of the Son, 
he says : " The divine Xoyog, who is God most manifest, who is 

1 lb. p. 386. — — 

* Strom. VII. a. p. 384. 
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eqoal to the sovereign of all, 6 tcjJ dianorrj nwr oXmv i£io<»fcig. n 
And again : " Now this same loyog appeared among men, who 
tlooe is both God and man." " Believe, O man, in roan and 
God ; believe, O man, in him who suffered and is worshipped 
is the living God; believe, ye slaves, in biro who died; let all 
men believe in him alone who is the God of all men." l In his 
Pedagogue, he says ; " Our preceptor, O children, is like God 
his Father, whose son he is, impeccable, irreprebensible, and im- 
passible in mind ; God in the form of man, unpolluted, obedient 
to tbe paternal will ; God the Xoyog, who is in the Father, who 
is at the right hand of the Father, and, with the form, is God." * 
Again : " God himself becomes man, for such is bis will. He- 
rtclitus was therefore right in speaking of men as gods, and gods 
as men ; for the Xoyog is an obvious mystery ; God in roan, and 
tbe man God, &tog iv avOgdnm *al av&Qwnog &eog. nz 

"In opposition to the Docetae, be held to the reality of 
Christ's body, though be did not suppose it, in all respects, like 
oar bodies. It was free from all impurity and all wants. It 
Deeded no material sustenance, being upheld by sacred power. 
When Christ ate, it was merely to prevent those about him from 
Ming into the mistake, that his body was only a phantasm, an 
error which many had now embraced. 4 He elsewhere speaks 
of tbe Xoyog in this body, as a pearl in the shell ; and tbe body, 
as a window through which tbe Xoyog appears. He says, also, 
that Christ's body was deformed, which Was perhaps only an in- 
ference of bis from Is. liji. 2. The time of Christ's ministry, 
be supposes to have been but a single year; so interpreting Is. 
lxi. 1, where the prophet speaks of " the acceptable year of the 
Lord." 5 

A passage, in which be assigns reasons why Christ did not 
marry, will show, among other things, his view of the sonship of 
Christ, in some important respects. "There are those who 
openly pronounce marriage to be fornication, and teach that it 
was instituted by the devil. These arrogant men also affirm, 
that they imitate the Lord, who neither married nor possessed 
any thing in the world ; boasting that they understand the gospel 
better than others. — They know not the reason why the Lord 

1 Cohort. I. 7and 10. 9 Pari. 1. 2. 

3 Pasd. III. 1. p. 522. * See Strom. VI. 9. 

5 See Guer. I. p. 145. sq. 
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did not marrjr 5 for, first, he had bis proper wife, the church ; 
and then, he was not a common man, that be should need any 
helper according to the flesh ; neither was it necessary for him 
to have children, who was born and forever continues the only 
Son of Ood" l Of course his sonship was previous to the de- 
scent of the Spirit at his baptism ; and is likewise different from 
that of angels and good men, as he is "the only son of God." 

Clement speaks of Christ as the teacher of men and of an- 
gels, at the first creation of these orders of beijigs. TYacmg 
back the current of knowledge, from one philosopher to another, 
he comes to the conclusion, that not even angels, but Christ 
himself was the source of all knowledge to created beings, their 
first preceptor, and hence "be is called wisdom by aril the 
prophets." * 

The following, as given by Faber, will show at once what was 
the belief and the practice of Clement in respect to offering 
prayer to Christ. It will likewise exhibit, incidentally, his ex- 
alted view of the Holy Ghost. 

" As for what remains, in such a panegyric of the Word, 
Ae/o?, to the Word let us thus offer up our prayers : O thou, the In- 
structor, be propitious to thy children. Father, Charioteer 
or Israel, Son and Father, both one, O Lord ! Grant unto 
us, who follow thy commandments, to accomplish the likeness 
of thy image, and to apprehend, according to our own strength, 
the good God and the clement Judge : and grant universally, 
that, when, in tranquil agreement with the Holy Spirit, we shall 
wavelessly have sailed over the flood of sin, we, living in tby 
peace, may be translated to thy city. By night, by day, even 
to the perfect day, let us offer praise and thanksgiving, to the 
ineffable Wisdom, to the alone Father and Son, to the Son and 
the Father, to the Son the Instructor and Teacher, and together 
also with them, to the Holy Ghost. All things are to the One : 
in whom are all things : on account of whom, all things are one : 
on account of whom, is eternity : whose members we all are : 
whose are the glory, the worlds. To the Good are all things: 
to the Excellent are all things : to the Wise are all things : to the 
Just are all things. To whom be glory, both bow aod forever. 
Amen." 3 

I add, likewise, Faber's translation of an ancient hymn, found 

1 Str. III. 6, p. 434. * Str. VI. 7, p. 242. 

* PaDd. III. 12. Faber, Vol. I. p. 79, 80. 
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to tbe works of this father, and doubtless expressive of his 
views, whether composed by him, or by another hand. It will, 
perhaps, be grateful to the curiosity, if not to the taste, of the 
modern reader, to meet with this specimen of the very numerous 
hymns of tbe ancient Christians, " in honor," as Pliny says, " of 
Christ as God." 

u thou, tbe bit of untamed colts, the wing of wandering 
birds, the true rudder of infants, the shepherd of the royal 
lambs; gather together thy simple children, holily to praise, 
guilelessly to hymn, with innocent mouths, Christ the leader of 
children." 

u O King of saints, O all-subduing Word of the Most High 
Father, dispenser of wisdom, tbe age-rejoicing support of the 
labors of tbe human race, Savior Jesus, shepherd, ploughman, 
redder, bit, heavenly wing of tbe holy flock, fisher of the saved 
of all languages, tempting them from the hostile waves of the sea 
of wickedness with tbe sweet bait of life : lead, O thou shepherd 
of rational sheep ; lead, O thou holy king of unpolluted children, 
after tbe footsteps of Christ ; lead, O heavenly way, O eternal 
Word, infinite age, everlasting light, foundation of mercy, per- 
former of virtue, pious life of those who sing hymns to God, O 
Christ Jesus." 

"Let us infants, nourished with celestial milk, and filled with 
tbe dewy Spirit, sing together simple praises, tune hymns, to 
Christ tbe king, the holy repayment for eternal life." 

" Let us sing together, let us sing with simplicity, tbe mighty 
child," 

"Let us, choir of peace, tbe children of Christ, a wise people, 
jointly celebrate the God of peace." 1 

One of tbe most striking characteristics which mark this 
hymn, is the accumulation of epithets and titles. In this, it is 
said remarkably to resemble the old Orphic hymns. Christians 
had now become but too sadly fond of imitating the heathen in 
natters of taste, as well as in modes of speculation. 

The views of Origen respecting the Trinity will be sufficiently 
indicated by the following extracts. In his work against Celsus, 
Origen thus cites and refutes the following objections brought by 
Celsus against the Christians, and which Origen supposes may 
ippw forcible to some. " If they worshipped no other but 

1 Hymn, ad calc Clem. Alex. Pmdag. lib. III. Faber, Vol. I. p. 61, 
ffi. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 28 
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one God, they would perhaps have a good argument ajjainat 
others. But now they worship exceedingly, vniQ&w ******** 
this one that has lately appeared ; and yet suppose they commit 
no fault towards God, although they worship his servant. 1 To 
this," says Origen, " I reply ; that if Celsus had known this 
declaration, / and my Father are one, and that which was ut- 
tered in prayer by the Son of God, at I and thou are one, be 
would not have supposed us to worship any other but the God 
over all. For the Father, saith be, t$ in me ; and I in the 
Father. But if any one shall be perplexed by this, lest we de- 
sert to those who deny that the Father and the Sop are two per- 
sons, vnooxaotiQ, (perhaps equivalent then to ovoicu, beings,) 
let him consider this, all that believed were of one heart and oh 
mind, that he may understand the declaration, I and the Father 
are one. We therefore worship one God, the Father and the 
Son, as I have explained ; and our position remains valid again* 
others. Neither do we adore, thus profoundly, one who has 
recently appeared, as not existing before ; for we believe him 
when saying, Before Abraham was, lam; and when saying,/ 
am the truth. For no one of us is so much of a slave, as to 
suppose, that the substance of the truth did not exist before the 
time of Christ's appearance. We therefore worship the God of 
truth, and the Son the truth, being two things as to person, Svo 
tij vnoataau ngd/fiata t but one in unanimity and concord and 
identity of will : so that he who has seen the Son, the effulgence 
of God's glory and the portrait of his person, has seen God in 
him who is the image of God." 9 

In other passages which follow, k will be seen, that Origen 
was disposed to make a wide distinction between the persons of 
the Father and the Son ; but whether he regarded them as dis- 

1 Here and elsewhere, as we have seen, Celsus speaks of it as i 
fact, that the Christians regarded Christ as truly divine, and worahipped 
him as God. So did Pliny before him. How strong is such evidence 
in proof of the general fact m those early times ; so general indeed as 
to be obvious even to heathen. And how different this from the hy- 
pothesis, that Christ's divinity and worship were now first taught by 
these same platonizing fathers, who seem, in fact, more inclined, of 
the two, to explain away than to invent such dogmas. It is to be re- 
membered, also, that Celsus lived about a hundred years before Origen, 
and thus his testimony is to the general fact at a still earlier period. 

» Orig. C. Cels. VIII. 12. 
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tmct bciwt in the technical sense in which the term has since 
beea employed, the reader will judge. And that be may the 
belter judge, on this and other points, instead of confining my- 
self to detached phrases, and arranging such phrases all under 
their appropriate heeds, I prefer to give the extracts in their 
proper connexion, as much as possible ; thus leaving for the in- 
telligent readers of this work, as they pass along, to fix for them- 
selves on the several points that may be established by tbe 
quotations. As no small part of the confusion and apparent 
contradiction of both ancient and modern writers on the Trinity, 
seems to spring from their speculations on the eternal generation 
of the Son, it may be well here to present some passages that 
bear particularly on this point. " 

In his work de Prineimie 9 a part of which is now found only 
in tbe translation by Raonus, be says : " Tuna detnde quia Je- 
sus Christus ipse qui venit, ante oranem creaturam natus ex pa- 
tre est. Qui cum in omaiw» r conditione pasiri ministrassiet, per 
iftnm enim omnia facta mnt, novisstnis temporibus seipsum 
exioaaieos homo factus incaraatus est cum Deus esset, et homo 
betas transit quod erat Deus. Corpus assumpsit nostro corpori 
sbile, eo solo difierens quod nfltum ex virgine et Spiritu 
Sew*)."* 

He begins tbe second book of the same work, by inculcating 
tbe importance of distinguishing between Christ's human and 
(ferine natures. This divine nature, be says, is designated in 
scripture, by various terms, as wisdom, etc. " Nee tamen alius 
est primogenitus per naturam qtiam sapientia, sed onus atque 
Mem est. Deniqoe et apostolus Paulus dictt, Christae Dei vir- 
tu et Dei sapientia." ' And this wisdom, God begat before tbe 
DouDtains were established, as said by Solomon. Yet this gen- 
eration is not to be conceived of as at all after tbe manner of 
corporeal beings. It is both impious and absurd, to suppose, that 
God bad not eternally the power of producing this wisdom, or 
divine nature of Christ ; or thai, having tbe power, he should not 
bwe been eternally exerting it.' He continues: "Propter 
qoodnos semper Deuro patrem novimus unigeniti filii sui, ex ipso 
qoidem nati, et qnod est ab ipso trahentis, sine ullo tamen initio, 
oon solum eo quod aliquibus temporom spatiis distingui potest, 
sed oe illo quidem quod sola apud semetipsam mens intueri 
solet, et nudo, (ut ita dixerim,) atque animo conspicari. Extra 

1 De Princip. Prwf. 4. 
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omne ergo quod vel dici, vel intelligi, potest initium, generatam 
esse credendura est sapientiam." l Yet it is impossible for man 
to imagine how this " eternal and cootinual generation" should 
be effected, as be goes on to assure us : " Cui nulla prorsos com- 
paratio non in rebus solum, sed ne in cognition© qtridem, vel 
sensu inveniri potest, ut humana cogitatio posset apprebeodere 
quomodo ingenitus Deus pater efficitur unigenki filii. Est 
namque ita sterna ac sempiterna generatio sicut splendor gene- 
rator ex luce. Non enim per adoptionem spiritus films fit ex- 
trinsecus, sed natura filius est." 9 He also speaks of the Son as 
emanating; from the Father ; ' but not according to the absurd 
fables of those who thought the divine nature could be di- 
vided into parts. 9 " It is therefore more as the will proceeds 
from the mind and yet does not take away any part pf the mind, 
nor is separated or divided from it, that the Father is to be con- 
sidered as having begotten the Son." 3 

Many other passages might be addueed, which speak of the 
divine nature and eternal existence of Christ ; but there is 
not room for them here. Origen considered it just as absurd to 
suppose any beginning to his existence, as to suppose a begin- 
ning to "truth," "wisdom," "power," "life," etc. by which he 
is designated in scripture. And yet be believed him, in a sense, 
inferior to the Father, as being mysteriously begotten of bim. 
The Father is the foundation and source of existence as "the 
unbegotten." In reply to Celsus, who is so fond of pressing 
Christians on the score of their supreme adoration of Christ, he 
says : "Be it so, that there are some, among the multitude of 
believers holding discordant opinions, who precipitately regard 
tbe Savior as the supreme God over all ; but we do not regard 
him as such, believing his declaration, the Father who sent me 
is greater than I. We would not therefore place him whom we 
call Father, beneath the Son of God, as Celsus falsely accuses 
us." 4 I add in this connection the famous passage in which Ori- 
gen speaks of Christ as " second God." The reader will judge, 
if he can, how much more of separate existence, and of inferior- 
ity, is indicated by it, than by the more modern appellation, 
" second person in the Godhead." " For we are not," says 
Origen in reply to a cavil of Celsus, "to suppose, that, because 
the nouns are feminine, therefore wisdom and righteousnest are 

1 De Princip. II. 1, 2. * ib. 4. » ib. 6. 

* C. Cola. Vin. 14. 
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m reM&j female, which, according to us, are the Son of God, 
as .shown by bis disciple, in the declaration, who became of God 
nmto ms wisdom, and righteousness, and sanetifieation, and re- 
demption. ■ And although we may therefore call him second 
God, let them know, that, by second God, we mean nothing else 
bat the virtue, apt**?, which contains in itself ail virtues, and 
the reason, Aepoc, which contains in itself whatever of reason 
there is io thiogs produced according to nature, and as leading 
oases, and for the benefit of the universe : which reason, we 
say, was aHied and united with the soul of Jesus peculiarly, 
compared with every other soul, he alone being able perfectly 
to receive tbe highest participation of pure (or self-existent) rea- 
soo and wisdom and righteousness." 1 

Origea ascribes divine attributes and divine works in general, 
to Cbrttt ; but some of them in a higher sense to tbe Father than 
to the Son. While he considered Christ as possessing wisdom, 
righteousness, etc. in himself, and even as being the very wisdom 
of God, he speaks of him as inferior in power. Thus be often 
speaks of tbe Father as performing the work of creation through 
the Sod, the Father being tbe source of power. In some places, 
too* be speaks of the Father as also the source of moral attri- 
butes, and Christ as the image of these attributes, as tbey exist 
io tbe supreme Father. On the inferiority of both the Son and 
tbe Spirit, we find the following. " Yet it appears right to in- 
quire what may be tbe cause why each one who is regenerated 
by God unto salvation, has need of the Father and the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost, and cannot be saved without the entire Trinity ; 
nor can possibly participate of the Father or the Son without the 
Holy Ghost. In discussing these points, it will doubtless be 
ne c essa ry to describe the special work of the Holy Spirit aod 
tbe special work of the Father and of the Son. Thus God the 
Father, as he embraces all things, extends to all beings, impart- 
ial of his own to each one ; for he is the source of being, «5* 
j*o tors*. But the Son is inferior to the Father, extending on- 
1? to rational beings; for be is second to the Father. And tbe 
Holy. Spirit is still less, extending only to the holy. So, accord- 
ing to tbis, tbe power of the Father is greater than that of the 
Sod and tbe Holy Spirit ; and that of the Son, than that of the 
Holy Spirit; and again, the power of the Holy Spirit is superior 

1 Morov Ttlims zonfiacu dedvnjuivov xr ( v axqav /ifro/ijv tov avrolo- 
yw, wu Tffc cnno<T(Hf>lct$t **+ *fc ctvTodixGuo<rvvrj<;. C. Cels. V. 39. 
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to that of all other holy beings." l He goes on, according to 
Rufinus, to say, that Christ extends to all men, or exists in them, 
inasmuch as all, both good and bad, have reason dwelling in 
them, by which they can discern between good and evil, and are 
moral agents. 

Again i " Thus also I think it may be well said of the Savior, 
that he is the image of the goodness of God, but not goodness 
itself. Certainly the Son is indeed good ; but not as simply 
good. And although he is the image of the invisible God, and 
therefore God, yet be is not he of whom Christ himself said, 
that they may know thee the only true God. Thus is be the 
image of goodness ; but not good precisely as the Father. 9 ' 9 

The above passages from Origen are amply sufficient to es- 
tablish, among other things, the three following positions. 

First, it is plain that while be speculated much on* the subject 
of the Trinity, it was not in the same language that was after- 
wards employed by the Nicene fathers, and their successors; 
nor perhaps always consistently with them, or even with bhnsglC 
In fact, the technical language employed by divines on this 
" great mystery," was very far from being settled, at the time of 
Origen. The distinction, for instance, between the terms per- 
son and being, vnooraoig and ovoia, as thus used, seems hardly 
to have been thought of* Origen, indeed, employs them in a 
different manner when applied to the separate persons of the 
trinity, from what be does in reference to common beings, as is 
abundantly evident from the whole scope of the passages io 
which they are found ; but it does not seem to have occurred to 
him, to make the peculiar distinction and appropriation of these 
terms, which has since been made. Nor did be use the word 
ofioovaiog (of the same substance), which was subsequently in- 
troduced ; but on the contrary, his nomenclature often seems of 
a different cast. Still, all this presents no valid proof of bis 
holding to essentially different views from those of the Nicene 
fathers. Indeed it required one hundred and twenty-five years 
more after the council of Nice, and the discussions of several 
councils, too, before the human language on this subject became 
in a tolerable degree settled and defined. This circumstance is 
of prime importance in our investigations of the doctrinal history 
of this period. The chief question does not respect the techni- 
cal language of these Alexandrian fathers, but the things they 

i De Princip. I. 3, 5. * ib. I. % 13. 
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intended, as evinced from the whole tenor of what they have 
left us. 

I therefore proceed to remark, secondly, that it is obvious, 
from the above quotations, that Origen did not consider the union 
of Christ and the Father, to be such as to constitute them one 
person io any such sense as a single human being is one. On 
the contrary, his great danger on this topic, as we should now re- 
gard the use of language, was that of making the distinction so 
great as to imply not merely two persons, but absolutely two 
distinct beings. And this distinction was in the very natures of 
the Father and the Son, and just as eternal as the existence of 
the Father and of his " reason." His notion of generation and 
emanation, whatever it was, certainly precluded the idea of be- 
ginning, for so be expressly declares. 

It is equally obvious, thirdly, that be totally rejected every 
such distinction as would imply two Gods. This might have 
been shown by much more extensive quotations from his reply 
to Celsus on this very objection. He was at a great remove 
from such sentiments as were afterwards broached by Arius. 

Let us, then, put these things together, and consider them in 
connection with the infant state of theology, as a science, at that 
time, and all in connection with the speculative cast of Origen 's 
mind, and we may perhaps be led rather to wonder at the coin- 
cidence, than at the discrepancy of bis real views, with those of 
the orthodox generally, in subsequent periods, on these main 
positions- We may also wonder, after he bad himself spoken of 
the importance of the distinction between Christ's human and 
btsdmoe natures, that be should make so little use of this dis- 
tinction in the interpretation of the different classes of texts con- 
cerning the Son. A forgetfulness of this distinction, may have 
canoed the greater part of his apparent incongruities. But all 
could not be expected of one mao, or one age, in speculating 
oq so profound a theme. Better still, perhaps, had none ever 
speculated so far. 

Some may still be disposed to inquire, whether Origen believ- 
ed in the divinity of Christ, in such a sense as to regard bim as 
a proper object of divine worship. . On this point of Origen's 
creed, there has been, and still is, much dispute ; and not with- 
out some reason. 

Were I here to adduce only one class of quotations from this 
father, I should be guilty of repeating a mockery that has some- 
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times been practised on tbe reader. I will endeavor to ad- 
duce the roost remarkable specimens of each of these different 



The first I shall adduce, are rather fitted to explain his views 
of the manner in which we are to approach the Father, though 
detached parts of them are often urged in proof of his holding 
to the opinion, that we should worship the Father only. They 
belong to tbe numerous portion of passages in which he speaks 
of our addressing prayer to the Father through the Son. Thus 
be says : " We offer prayers to God through him who is of a na- 
ture between the Unbegotten and all begotten beings, and who 
bears to us the beneficence of the Father, and, as a priest, pre- 
sents our prayers to the supreme God." 1 In tbe same work, 
he admits that ' angels are sometimes called Gods in scripture, 
because they are divine, but yet we are not commanded to wor- 
ship them in the place of God, and hence they are not really 
Gods :' " For," be adds, " all supplication, and prayer, and en- 
treaty, and thanksgiving, are to be directed to tbe supreme God 
through tbe high priest over all angels, the living Word, even 
God. We shall also supplicate the Word himself, and offer en- 
treaty and prayer and thanksgiving to him, if we are but able to 
discriminate as to the proper language thus to be used in 
prayer." * Still Origen considered " it as not according to right 
reason for us to invoke angels," as he declares in the next sen- 
tence ; and this, too, wben be here calls them divine, and speaks 
of them as " ministering spirits who ascend to the supreme 
heavens to offer the prayers of men" 

Again ; in reply to the plea of Celsus, in behalf of ctemoo 
worship, Origen says : " Prayer should be offered to the only 
supreme God, and to the Word of God, the only begotten, and 
the first begotten of every creature ; and him we are to entreat, 
as high priest, to bear our prayer, as it reaches bim, to bis God 
and our God, and to his father and the father of all who live ac- 
cording to the word of God." 3 And, further on, be speaks of 
" hymns to bim wbo alone is called God over all, and to his on- 
ly begotten Word and God. And, indeed," be continues, " in 
hymns we worship, vfivovfiev, God, and bis only begotten, as do 
also the sun and moon and stars and all the heavenly host ; for 

1 C. Cels. III. 34. * C. Cels. V. 4. 

3 C. Cels. VIII. 26. 
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they all, a divine choir, together with the righteous among men, 
siog praises to the supreme God, and his only begotten son." 1 

From the above, it is plain, that Origen would have us pray 
to the Son as mediator and as God — and yet, through him in 
this character of mediator, we are also to address the supreme 
Father, as the grand object of worship ; — while angels, though 
acting as divine internuncio are not to be worshipped at all. 

We now turn to an extended passage of a different cast, which 
we find in his treatise " On Prayer." " But were we once to 
comprehend," says Origen, " what prayer is, perhaps no begot- 
tea being ought then to be invoked ; not even Christ himself, 
bat ooly the God and Father of all, to whom our Savior prayed, 
as we have before said, and teaches us to pray. For, hear- 
ing the request, teach us to pray, he does not teach [bis disci- 
ples] to pray to Mm, but to the Father, saying, Our Father who 
art in heaven, etc. For if the Son, as elsewhere shown, is dif- 
ferent from the Father, in essence and substance, we must 
ekher pray to the Son and not to the Father, or to both, or to 
the Father alone. But to invoke the Son and not the Father, 
every one will confess to be most un6t and unwarranted. If 
both are to be invoked, we plainly ought to use the plural num- 
ber in prayer, and say, grant ye, bless ye, etc. or something of 
the kind. But as this at once appears improper, and no one 
can adduce an example of the kind from Scripture, it remains 
that we pray only to God the Father of all ; but not without the 
high priest who was appointed of the Father, by an oath, ac- 
cording to the order of Melchisedec. — But as one who would 
understand most exactly how to pray, ought to invoke, not a 
suppliant, but the Father whom our Lord Jesus taught us to 
address m prayer ; so no prayer is to be offered to the Father 
without him. — For be did not say, ask me; nor simply, ask the 
Father; but, if ye ask anything of the Father, he will give it 
yminmy name" 3 And further on, in reply to such as think 
they ought to worship Christ, because all angels are command- 
ed to worship him, Origen thus quotes and expounds the follow- 
ing declarations : " Why callest thou me good? There is none 
X*>d but one, that is, (rod, the Father. As if he should say, 
Why pray to me ? Ye ought to pray to the Father only, to whom 
I also pray, which ye learn from the holy scriptures. For ye 
ought not to pray to one who is constituted by the Father as 

1 C. Cels. VilL €7. 9 De Oratione, c. 15. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 29 
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high priest for you, and who has received of the Father the of- 
fice of comforter, nagank^tog, but through the high priest and 
comforter who can sympathize in your infirmities, having been 
tempted in all points like you, but yet, through the impartation 
of the Father to me, dia xov drnQfjoa/Atvov pol naxiQu, tempted 
without sin. — But it is not rational for such as are deemed 
worthy of one and the same Father, to pray to a brother. You 
are then, with me and through me, to pray to the Father only." 1 
This is the strongest passage in the writings of Origen, against 
addressing prayer to Christ. After diligently comparing it with 
what he elsewhere says, it will be impossible for any one to 
wonder at the dispute, which has so long existed, as to the real 
opinions of this father. The roost rational supposition is, that 
he held to different views on this, as on some other subjects, at 
different periods of his life. 9 It has already been mentioned, in 

1 De Oratione, c. 15. 

9 So I thought before meeting with Faber's attempt to explain and 
reconcile this apparently incongruous passage ; — and so I must still 
think, on the whole, though it must be confessed, that his explanation 
is ingenious and plausible in a high degree. It is briefly this ; that 
Origen is here teaching us "that, in two several aspects, prayer is not 
to be offered to Christ. Thus, Christ is not to be prayed to, under 
the aspect of That which was horn, or under the aspect of The incar- 
nate Son's human nature. And thus, again, Christ is not to be prayed 
to under the aspect of Our High Priest or Mediator. For, in (hat ca- 
pacity, his euchemenical office is, not to receive our prayers as ad- 
dressed immediately to himself, but to present them intercessively to 
the Father. — Yet, as Origen himself in numerous passages elsewhere 
instructs, this is no reason, why prayer should not be offered to him, 
as God die Son, inseparably united to the Father." And precisely 
this, according to Faber, is the distinction which Origen had in view 
in a passage quoted above, and which he thus translates. "We shall 
supplicate also the Word himself, and offer up our intercessions to 
him, and give thanks to him, and pray to him, if, respecting prayer, 
we shall he able to understand dictional propriety and incorrect abw, 
iav dwtaus&a xaraxovsiy rtjg ntql ngoaevx^g xvoiolglag xal *at*- 
XWawg" Fab. II. p. 332. 

Whether Faber is as accurate an expositor as he is a zealous apol- 
ogist of this father, I will not pretend to decide ; but it may be prop- 
er to bear in mind, as favoring some consistent exposition of htm, 
that his most distinguished successor, Didymus, strenuously contend- 
ed, that Origen was charged with contradiction, through the misap- 
prehension of his readers. 
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the notice of his life, that be himself acknowledged such a 
change, in several respects, in his latter days. Supposing such 
i change in this case, we naturally ask, whether his views be- 
came more or less orthodox, as he advanced in years. Such a 
query is to be answered from the dates of those works in which 
these diverse opinions are respectively found. On this point, 
Guerike 1 adduces proof from Eusebius, in favor of the position, 
that the treatise on prayer was written before the book against 
Celsus. Of course, in his maturer years, Origen became more 
orthodox, as appears from the above extracts from those works. 
This position may be further confirmed by passages in his hom- 
ilies, which are also of a later date than bis work on prayer. 
And as they will cast more light on his views, I will subjoin a 
few of them. In his homilies on Exodus, he thus prays: 
" Lord Jesus, grant me that I may be counted worthy to have 
some memorial in tby tabernacle." a So on Leviticus : " It be- 
comes me to invoke my Lord Jesus, that he would make me to 
find when seeking, and open to me when knocking.' 9 3 So on 
Numbers : " From the heart, we implore the Word of God, who 
b his ooly begotten, and who reveals the Father to whom he 
will, that he would deign to reveal these things also to us." 4 In 
commenting on Rom. x, as quoted by Guerike, 5 he says : " The 
apostle, in the beginning of the epistle which he writes to the 
Corinthians, where he says, with all who invoke the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in every place, both theirs and ours, pro- 
nounces the very God whose name he invokes, to be Jesus 
Christ. If therefore Enoch and Moses and Aaron and Samuel 
invoked the Lord, and he heard them, without doubt they in- 
voked the Lord Jesus Christ. And if to invoke the name of 
the Lord, and to adore God, are one and the same tbing, as 
Christ is invoked, and as we offer prayers to God the Father 
first of all, so also to the Lord Jesus Christ ; and as we present 
petitions to the Father, so we express thanks to God, so we 
give thanks to the Savior. For one honor is to be paid to each, 
that is, to God the Father and Son, as the divine word teaches, 
when it says, that they should honor the Son as they honor the 
Father." 

It is proper to state, that these latter passages are from a Lat- 
in translation, and may therefore be of somewhat less weight in 

1 Guer.HL p. 207. • Horn. XIII. a 8 Horn. V. 5. 

4 Horn. XXVI. 3. * Guer. IL p. 206. 
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themselves, than those we derive directly from the Greek of 
Origen, though still justly regarded as good authority by Gue- 
rike and others. 

It will probably not be deemed superfluous, to adduce further 

Eroof from the writings of Origen, that he regarded Christ as 
otb human and divine. 
Those who denied his proper humanity, Origen pronounced 
heretics ; while, on the other hand, be frequently argues the di- 
vinity of the Savior, from the power with which he spread bis 
religion through the world and subdued hostile minds, of all 
classes, to the obedience of the faith. 1 

The two natures of Christ were supposed, by Origen, to be 
most intimately united. But on the mystery of this union, no 
man ever spoke with profounder reverence, though he could not 
wholly check bis wonted propensity for speculation. Let us 
hear him on this point, first in a brief extract from what be says 
" on the manner and reasons of Christ's incarnation." After 
some remarks on the incomprehensible glory of Christ's charac- 
ter and works, be exclaims : " In view of such things respect- 
ing the nature of the Son of God, we are lost in perfect admira- 
tion, that this supreme nature, emptying itself of its majesty, 
should become man and be conversant among men. — Of all the 
miracles and wonders concerning him, this totally surpasses the 
admiration of the human mind, nor can the infirmity of mor- 
tal intelligence perceive or understand how such vast power of 
divine majesty, and the very Wisdom of God by which all things 
visible and invisible were created, is to be believed as having 
been encompassed within the man who appeared in Judea ; and 
that the Wisdom of God was conceived of a woman, and was 
born an infant, and cried as infants do. — When we behold in 
him some things so human that they appear not at all to differ 
from the common frailty of mortals, and some things so divine 
that they comport with none other but that divine and ineffable 
nature of Deity, the narrowness of the human intellect stops, 
and, smitten with the stupor of admiration, it knows not where 
to turn, or what to hold to. If it would recognize him as God, 
it sees him a man ; if it would think him a man, it beholds him 
rising from the dead, with the spoils of death, whose empire be 
has destroyed. Therefore, with all fear and reverence, should 
we contemplate the fact, that, in one and the same being, the 

\ Guer. II. p. 237. 
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reality of each nature is so exhibited, that nothing indecent, or 
unbecoming, can be perceived in that divine and ineffable being ; 
dot, on the other hand, are the transactions to be considered as 
ao illusion by empty appearances," — as some gnostics pretended. 
But, " to explain these things to human ears," as Origen goes 
oo to say, ' not only far surpasses all our powers, because it sur- 
passed even those of the holy apostles, but it would, perhaps, be 
too much for any created being of the heavenly host.' He there- 
fore proposes, * not through temerity, but because the topic re- 
Siired it, to express bis conjectures, though he would make no af- 
mation on the subject.' l These conjectures we find in good 
keeping with his notions about the pre-existence of souls. As 
already stated, be held to the original rectitude, and perfect 
equality, of all created spirits, as they came from the hand of 
their Maker. But when they all declined, though in different 
degrees, from their first and perfect love, and thence received 
their diverse assignations, in earth and skies, that, which is now 
the soul of Jesus, was alone found stedfast. As a reward for 
this integrity, and to effect the purposes of the divine incarnation, 
(as God could not otherwise become united with flesh,) this soul 
was received into the most perfect union with the Ad/o?, they 
completely embracing each other, so as to become, in a sense, 
one spirit, or the anima being as it were merged in the Ao'/og. 
Thus united, and by this indispensable medium, "God was 
born a man." 2 



1 De Princip. II. 6, 1 seq. 

9 The entire passage, as extant in the translation of Rufinus, will 
reward the perusal of the inquisitive. " Verum cum pro liberi arbi- 
trii facilitate varietas unumquemque ac diversitas habuisset aniraorum, 
ot alius aidentiore, alius tenuiore et exiliore erga auctorein suuin 
amore teneretur, ilia auima de qua dixit Jesus, quia nemo auferet a me 
a*mam mtam, ab initio creaturae et deinceps inseparabiliter ei atque 
indissociabi liter inbaerens, utpote sapientiae et verbo Dei et veritati ac 
hici verae, et tota totum recipiens, atque in ejus lucera splendorem- 
que ipsa cedens, facta est cum ipso principaliter unusspiritus, sicut et 
ipoetolus his qui earn imitari deberent, promittit, quia qui at jungit 
Domino, unue spiritus est. Hac ergo substantia animae inter Deum 
earoemque mediante (non enim possibile erat Dei naturam corpori 
«ne mediatore misceri) nascitur, ut diximus, Deus homo ilia substan- 
tia media existente, cui utique contra naturam non erat corpus assu- 
mere. Bed neque rursus anima ilia, utpote substantia rationabilis, 
contra naturam babuit capere Deum, in quern, ut superius diximus, 
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Still he cautions us against " supposing that all the majesty of 
Christ's divinity is enclosed within the compass of a small body, 
as though the whole word of God and his wisdom and substan- 
tial truth and life, were either separated from the Father, or 
confined within the brief limits of bis body. But our faith should 
cautiously shun the two extremes, so that we neither believe 
anything of divinity to be wanting in Christ, nor that there is any 
division at all of the divine substance, which is everywhere. — 
Let no one suppose us to affirm, that some part of the deity of 
the Son of God, is in Christ, and the remaining part somewhere 
else, or everywhere, which they may think who know not the 
nature of an incorporeal and invisible substance ; for it is im- 
possible to predicate parte and divisions of what is immaterial. — 
The Son of God, therefore, wishing to appear among men for 
the salvation of the human race, and to be conversant with them, 
assumed, not merely a human body, as some suppose, but also 
a soul, similar in nature to our souls, but in purpose and virtue, 
like himself." * 

By means of this human soul as " a medium," it was prac- 
ticable for the divine nature to become truly and most inti- 
mately united with human flesh, while this koyog still held its un- 
impaired union with the Father. 

Origen considered the union of the two natures in Christ, 
to be of the most intimate kind ; but still they were by no 

velut in verbum et sapientiam et veritatem tota jam cesserat. Unde 
et merito pro eo vel quod tota esset in filio Dei, vel tot urn in se cape- 
ret fili urn Dei, etiam ipsa cum ea quam assumpserat came, Dei filius 
et Dei virtus, Chriatus et Dei sapientia appellator ; et rursum Dei fil- 
ius per quern omnia create sunt, Jesus Christus et filius bom mis no- 
minator. Nam et filius Dei mortuus esse dicitur, pro ea scilicet Da- 
tura quae mortem utique recipere poterat : et filius hominis appella- 
tor, qui venturus in Dei patris gloria cum Sanctis Angelis praedicatur. 
Et hac de causa per omnem scrip to ram tarn divina natura humanis 
vocabulis appellator, quam humana nature divinae nuncupationibos 
insignibus decorator. Magis enim de hoc quam de ullo alio diet po- 
test, quod scriptum est quia erunt ambo in eamt una, et jam non sunt 
duo, std caro una. Magis enim verbum Dei cum anima in carne una 
esse, quam vir cum uxore, putandura est Sed et unus spiritus esse 
cum Deo, cui magis convenit, quam huic animae quae se ita Deo per 
dilectionem junxit, ut cum eo unus spiritus merito dicatur ?" De 
Princip. II. 3. 

1 De Princip. IV. 30 sq. 
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means so confounded that some things might not be separately 
predicated of the one or the other. Thus, as appears from the 
passage just quoted in our note, while he regarded the union so 
dose, that the scriptures apply divine appellations to the human 
nature, and human appellations to the divine, he nevertheless 
considered only the human nature as capable of suffering. This 
we shall see much more fully, in connexion with other matter, 
in a number of passages, which I propose here to introduce, 
from his work against Celsus. — It may be proper just to remark, 
that Celsus puts bis objections to Christianity, into the mouth of 
a Jew. I shall avail myself here of Faber s translation. 

" The fictitious Jew, in the work of Celsus," says Origen, 
"thus addresses Jesus:" 

u What need was there, that, while yet an infant, thou shouldst 
be carried to Egypt, lest thou shouldst be slain ? Surely, it was 
not fitting, tbat God should be alarmed on account of death. 
Bat an angel, it seems, came from heaven, commanding thee 
and thy relations to flee, lest, if caught, ye should die ! The great 
God, then, who sent two angels on. account of thee, could not, 
in that country, preserve thee, hit own proper son /" — 

" But we Christians giving credit to Jesus, when, concerning 
the Deity who was within him, he said, / am the way, and the 
truth and the life; and when, respecting his human body, he 
said, now ye seek to slay me, a man who has spoken the trvth to 
uou; we Christians pronounce him to be a certain compound ; 
and we judge it meet, that he, who had predetermined to so- 
journ among us ae a man, should not unreasonably expose him- 
self to mortal danger. For, since he wished to appear only as 
a roan testified of God, there would have been an inconsistency 
in any extraordinary aid which might indicate, that, under the 
appearance of a man, he possessed something more divine; 
namely, that he was properly the Son of God, even God the 
Word and the Power and the Wisdom of God, who is called 
Christ." * 

" God, (he continues in the person of his fictitious Jew to ad- 
dress Jesus,) cannot have such a body as thine." 

" But, in answer to this, we say ; that, sojourning in life as a 
man, be assumed, from a female, a body capable of death." 9 



1 C Cels. I. 66. Faber, I. p. 40, 41. 
* C. Cefa. I. G9. Faber, I. 42. 
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" His fictitious Jew goes on to object : How could we deem 
him to be God, who performed nothing of the things which be 
promised ; and who, when we had convicted him, was at length 
apprehended, after a disgraceful attempt to bide himself, and who 
was betrayed by tbe very persons whom he called disciples ? 
Had be been God, he could neither have fled nor could he bave 
been led away in bonds." 

" To this we reply : That we do not suppose tbe visible and 
sensible body of Jesus to be God, nor even indeed his human 
soul concerning which it is said, My soul is sorrowful even unto 
death ; but, in our opinion, the Word, who is God and the son 
of the God of all things, spoke, in Jesus, both the saying, lam 
the way and the truth and the life, and the saying, I am the gate, 
and tbe saying, 1 am the living bread thai descended from heaven, 
and other sayings of a similar nature. Well, therefore, do we 
censure the Jews for not deeming bim to be God, who is by the 
prophets so often testified of, as being the great power and God, 
according to the God and Father of all things. For we assert, 
that, in the Mosaic cosmogony, the Father addressed to him die 
command, Let there he light, and Let there ie a firmament, and 
whatever other things God commanded to be made. He, more- 
over, said to him : Let us make man after our own image and 
our lifcenets ; and tbe word having received these commands, 
did all tbe things which the Father enjoined him. — But we speak 
thus, not as separating the son of God from the man Jesus : for 
after the economy, the soul and the body of Jesus became most 
intimately one with the Word of God" l 

Again, in his fourth book, Origen says : " We proceed to no- 
tice tbe next objection, started with abundance of parade, by our 
antagonist. God, says Celsus, is good and excellent and happy. 
But, if he descends to men, he of necessity experiences a 
change : that is to say, a change from good to bad, from excel- 
lent to base, from happiness to unhappiness. Yet who would 
choose such a mutation ? It may be consistent with the nature 
of a mortal ; but with that of an immortal, it is wholly incon- 
sistent. God, therefore, can never have experienced any sucb 
mutation." 

"To this it would afford a sufficient reply, if I were to show 
the character of what, in scripture, is called a descent of God 
to men : in which there is no need to admit any change in 

1 C. Cels. II. 9. p. 178. Faber, I. p. 42, 4a 
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bim, (as Celsus imagines us to assert,) nor any conversion from 
good to bad, or from excellent to base. But that which de- 
scended to men, was in the form of God : and, on account of 
his philanthropy, be emptied himself, in order that he might be 
apprehended by them ; yet without a change from good to bad, 
or from happiness to unhappiness. If, however, the Immortal 
God the Word, assuming a mortal body and a human soul, 
seems to Celsus to be changed and metamorphosed, let him 
learn, that the Word, remaining the Word in substance, 
safes nothing of the matters which the body and the soul 
sufier." 1 

Again, in book third, Origen says : " On the whole, since he 
objects to us, I know not bow often, concerning Jesus, tb^t from 
a mortal body we esteem him to be God, and that in so doing we 
conceive ourselves to act piously : it were superfluous, so much 
having already been said, to give him any further answer. Yet 
let these objectors know, that this person, whom, with full per- 
suasion, we believe to be from the beginning, God and the Son 
of God, is the very Word and the very Wisdom and the very 
Troth : and we assert, that his mortal body and the human soul 
m bim, not only by fellowship, but likewise by absolute union 
and commixture, having participated of his divinity, have passed 
m the Deity."* 

As to this ' union and mixture of the natures of Christ,' it is 
obvious, from what has before been quoted, that Origen is either 
inconsistent with himself, or that he had some notion of the na- 
tures as being thus mixed, and yet not confounded. The latter 
is doubtless the true supposition. It is well known, that a long 
controversy arose on this mixing of the divine and human na- 
tures ; which was started, perhaps, by what Origen here says 
on the topic. 

Though he held to this exceedingly intimate union of the two 
natures, yet he did not consider them united in such a sense, 
that one could not suffer without involving the suffering of the 
other. If any further proof can be needed, on this point, it is 
found in the following passage, which will also lead us on to 
another kindred topic, the atonement. 

Speaking of the Word, he says: ".We are to conceive dif- 

1 C. Cela. IV. 14, p. 46a Faber, I. p. 45, 46. 
*C.Ceb.III. Faber, 1.47. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. SO 
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ferently of him, and of his essence, from what we do of the man 
Jesus. Hence, not even the most simple and unspeculating 
Christians would say, that the Truth, the Life, the Way, the 
Living Bread that came down from heaven, the Resurrection, 
died. No one of us is so stupid as to say, the Life died, the 
Resurrection died. For what else is this, but for the quit 
God to die ! All transactions, therefore, respecting Jesus io his 
divine nature, were holy and consonant with our conceptions of 
Divinity. But as be was man, while blessed beyond other 
men with communications from the original source of knowl- 
edge and wisdom, and himself wise and perfect, he suffered 
whatever was requisite for one to suffer in doing all things for 
the whole race of man, or even of rational beings." l 

From this last passage, we see that Origen considered the suf- 
ferings of Christ as requisite for the salvation of men, and per- 
haps of other beings also. 

Before passing, however, to further evidence of his views on 
the subject of Christ's expiatory death, it may be proper just to 
repeat a sensible rfemark of his, on the reason for the divine 
arrangement with regard to the public manner of his death. 
" Had he died in private, instead of publicly expiring on the cross, 
some might have suspected the same of him as of Orpheus, 
Protesilaus, Hercules, and Theseus, viz. that he only withdrew 
himself a while from public view, and then appeared again with 
the false pretence of having returned from the world of departed 
spirits. The great facts of his real death and resurrection, 
would not have been so triumphantly substantiated." * 

His views of the atonement, which were somewhat peculiar, 
now claim our more special notice. 

Immediately after the passage quoted above, in which Origen 
says, that Christ suffered only as man, he adds : " And it is not 
at all out of place, that the man should even die, and that his 
death should not only stand forth as an example for dying in the 
cause of piety, but that it should also effect the commencement 
and the continuance of destruction to evil and to the devil, who 
had possession of the whole world." 3 Elsewhere, he savs : " As 
respects our creation, therefore, we belong to God. We have, 
however, become the slaves of the devil, as we are sold by our 

1 C. Cels. VII. 16, 17. * ib. II. 56. ' 

* ib. VII. 17. 
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sins. Bat Christ has come and redeemed us, when in bondage 
to that master to whom we sold ourselves by sinning. And thus 
he seems, as it were, indeed to have recovered his own whom 
be had created ; and to have acquired, as it were, such as did 
not belong to him, since they had come under another master by 
desertion or sin. And indeed Christ is perhaps rightly said to 
bare redeemed us, who gave his blood as our ransom." 1 

Again : " He gave his soul as the price of redemption. But 
to whom did he give his soul as the price of redemption for 
nwny ? for it was not to God. Was it then to the evil one ? for 
he had us in bis power, until the soul of Jesus was given him as 
the price of redemption, he being deceived, as though he could 
rule over it, and not considering that it would be impossible for 
him to endure the torments of retaining this soul. We are 
therefore purchased by the precious blood of Jesus. The soul 
of the Son of God, was given as the price of redemption for us, 
bat not his spirit, for that he had before committed to the Fa- 
ther; — nor the body, for we find nothing of this kind said of him 
n the scriptures. And since his soul was given as the price of 
redemption for many, but did not remain with him to whom it 
had been given as the price of redemption, therefore be says, 
Ps. xv, Thou unit not leave my soul in hell. 992 

Christ had also a further object to accomplish, as*Origen sup- 
poses, by " his descent into bell," or the place of departed spirits, 
m. that he might preach the gospel there and bring " those un- 
der die earth," like those on the earth and in heaven, to bow 
their knee to him. 3 

Bat while Origen supposed the price of redemption paid to 
Satan, in the giving of Christ's human soul to him for a time, he 
iko considered Christ as having offered himself a spotless vic- 
tim to God, in the sacrifice of his body and blood, to reconcile 
God to us. 4 

In Christ's becoming an expiatory victim for guilty men, Ori- 
gen finds nothing unreasonable, or even new ; though the rea- 
sonableness is not obvious to the multitude. Thus he writes, 
while treating of the danger of .death, incurred by preaching new 
doctrine: " Did not the apostles of Jesus perceive this danger 

1 Horn. VI. 9. in Exod. • In Mat. Vol. III. 725. 

1 See proofs in Guer. II. p. 257. 
4 ib. p. 256. 
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when they boldly undertook to show, not only to the Jews that 
he was the person foretold in their prophetic writings, but also 
to other nations, that he who had just been crucified, had vol- 
untarily suffered this death for the human race, like such as 
have died to deliver their country from pestilence, famine, or 
tempest ? For it seems fitting in the nature of things, for certain 
recondite reasons, which are not easily comprehended by the 
multitude, that the voluntary death of one just person for tbe 
community, should propitiate those evil spirits which inflict pes- 
tilence, famine, tempest, or any thing of the kind. Let those, 
therefore, who will not believe in Christ's dying on the cross for 
men, say, whether they do not admit many stories, among both 
Greeks and barbarians, of persons who died for the community, 
that they might purge the cities and nations from invading evils? 
Or did these things indeed take place, while he, who is regarded 
as man, is not at all to be credited as having died to destroy the 
great demon and prince of demons, who had subjected to his 
power all the souls of men who have come upon the earth ?' 1 

It has already been shown, that Origen supposed all created 
spirits to have departed, more or less, from their primitive recti- 
tude ; and, as a punishment for such departure, to have had 
their various allotments on earth, in the heavenly bodies, etc. 
according to the degrees of their depravity. Christ's human 
soul alone retained its integrity. Now, as a counterpart of this 
theory, he also supposed Christ to have suffered for all of these, 
angels and devils as well as men, that he might gather together, 
in one j all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which 
are on earth. But to obtain salvation through Christ, faith and 
good works were deemed needful. 9 

Before leaving the writings of Origen, on this subject, it may 
not be improper to introduce two or three passages more, which 
have excited much interest and given occasion to much discus- 
sion. — If any apology be needed for dwelling so long on what 
he has left us, 1 might plead the intrinsic importance of these 
writings, and the still greater importance, in respect to the his- 
tory of the doctrine of the Trinity, which has been given to them, 
in all controversies on the question, since his day. Probably 
more has been written respecting the opinions of Origen on the 
Trinity, than respecting the opinions of all the other ante-niceoe 
fathers. 

i C. Cel*. 1. 31 * See Guer. II. p. 258 sq. 
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Tbe first passage, which I shall here add, has justly been 
deemed of great importance in fixing the sense in which tbe 
early fathers understood God the Father as being " the onlt 
tbue God." Priestley and others have contended, that it was 
in an exclusive sense, so as to leave no room for attributing any 
proper divinity to Christ or to the Holy Ghost. The passage is, 
also, a literary curiosity, as it contains a lucid criticism, by an 
ancient and learned Greek father, on -the import of the Greek ar- 
ticle; and hence it may be well to give it entire, subjoining the 
original in the margin. 1 

" God, when written with the article, imports him who is God 
cf himself. Wherefore also our Savior, in his prayer to the Fa- 
ther, says, That they may know thee, the onlt true God. 
But every thing, that, beside him who is God of himself, becomes 
God by a participation of his divinity, is not God written with 
tbe article, but may more properly be called God as written 
without the article. Wherefore, he who was born before all 
creation, inasmuch as he was first in regard to his being with 
God, having from God's divinity derived divinity to himself, is 
more honorable than those others who beside him are styled gods, 
of whom God is tbe God ; as it is said, The Lord, the God of 
gods, hath spoken." 2 

It is forcibly urged, that this passage, instead of denying the 
real divinity of Christ, asserts it ; and that, too, in connexion with 
tbe same sort of speculation about eternal generation, as that 
which has been quite current down to the present time. I ad- 
duce it, not at all for the purpose of showing how the Greek ar- 
ticle is used in scripture, but to exhibit more clearly tbe historic 
fact respecting the early mode of speaking and thinking on the 
divine nature of Christ, as connected with tbe Father who was 
considered as "the fountain of divinity." Whether the concep- 
tions of Origen and the early fathers, were like our own, on this 

1 Avxo&ioq 6 Qtog for* • Aiding xal 6 2omjg (prplv tv ttj ngog top 
Jlvtiga tvxfi ' "Ivti yivojaxoyal at jov povov ilifd'ivov Otov. Jlap de to, 
naga to Avro&tog, [inoxjj tr t q ixtlvov dtotiftoq dtonoiovpefor, ovx o 
(hog, aXXa Otog xvgimarov av Uyolto. r il» nivrmg 6 ngonoroxog na- 
<nj$ KtUnatg, an ngmog tw ngog top Qiop thai, anaaag tijg xhottftOQ 
mg iavtbv, in xipumgog tolg Xomoig nag avtbr \ho%$, tap 6 Otbg Stag 
mt • nana to Xtyofurop • (hog fhwr Kvgioq iXalup*. Comra. in Johau. 
T. II. Opp. Vol II. p. 46, 47. 

* Faber, II. 262, 263. 
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subject, or whether they were warranted by scripture, it is not to 
my purpose now to discuss. — I may just remark, here, that some 
of the other fathers do in fact use the article before Bsoq, as ap- 
plied to Christ ; so that we are not to consider the critical dis- 
tinction thus made by Origen, as universally adopted and observ- 
ed in practice. Even himself did not always observe it, since 
he styles Christ row Seov xov Tlov, in his sixth book against 
Celsus. 

I subjoin a passage which Priestley adduced in favor of bis 
position, that Origen was in doubt whether the Spirit was not 
made by Christ. I give it as translated by Professor Burton, 
in a late work, and quoted, with one alteration, by Faber. 

" We, however," says Origen, "are persuaded, that there are 
three hypostases, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, and 
believing; that nothing is unproduced beside the Father, adopt 
this as the more pious and the true opinion ; that, all things be- 
ing made by the Word, the Holy Ghost is more honorable than 
all of them, and more so in rank than all the things which were 
made by the Father through Christ. And perhaps this is the 
reason why he is not also called the very Son of God, the Only 
Begotten being the Son by nature from the beginning, who seems 
to have been needful to the Holy Ghost, ministering to his hypos- 
tasis, not only that he might exist, but also that he might be wise 
and rational and just and whatever else it be right for us to sup- 
pose him to be, according to his participation in those qualities 
which we have before mentioned as belonging to Christ. 1 

While this passage has been urged, by anti-trinitarians, in 
proof against the orthodoxy of Origen, it has also occasioned 
much trouble to those who have undertaken to vindicate the 
consistent and steady orthodoxy of the great catecbist. Even 
Dr Burton, in demolishing Priestley's construction, seems not 
a little troubled with the import of his own translation of the par- 
agraph. " Such, says the learned professor," (as quoted by Fa- 
ber,) " is this extraordinary, and, I must add, unfortunate, pas- 
sage of Origen." Faber, however, relieves the passage of what 
was more especially unfortunate in the case, viz. a mistransla- 
tion of the phrase, dtaxovovrtog avrov zy vnootdoth which Fa- 
ber renders, " ministering to his hypostasis ;" but which Dr. 
Burton had translated, "to have assisted in forming his hyposta- 
sis ;" thus leaving at least an air of plausibility to Priestley's no- 

1 Comm. in John, T. II. Opp. Vol. II. p. 56. Fab. I. p. 58. 
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tioa of the passage, as to Christ's making the Holy Spirit. Fa- 
ber, with his more literal rendering, takes away this aspect from 
the declaration, and leaves Origen to be naturally enough under- 
stood, as only speaking of the ancient doctrine of the emanation 
or procession of the Spirit from the Son as well as from the Fa- 
te. And such Faber supposes to be the real design of Origen. 

The following passage is particularly valuable for the light it 
casts op the faith of the less learned among the Christians, in 
Qrigen's day, in respect to the deity of Christ. " But also with 
those who, (whether through great seclusion from knowledge, or 
through simplicity, or through want of those who should exhort 
tbera to rational piety,) do not indeed clearly perceive these 
thugs, but who believe in the supreme God and his only begot- 
ten Son the Word and God, there may be found a more noble 
sracthy and purity and ingenuousness of deportment." l What 
a testimony do we also here find to the moral worth then to be 
met with in the ordinary walks of christian life, as well as to the 
creed then prevalent even among the illiterate part of the church. 
The simple belief in one Almighty God and a Divine Savior, 
could render them thus superior in moral dignity, to the very 
best and most enlightened among the heathen. Such is the im- 
port of the passage, in its connexion. 
, We now proceed to the opinions of other catecbists. 

Dionysius appears to have speculated much in the manner of 
his predecessors on the subject of the Trinity; and to have said 
some things for which Athanasius and other fathers have blamed 
him. According to Eusebius, he engaged, with great zeal, in 
opposing the doctrine of Sabellius, as being " full of impiety and 
Mtspbemy against Almighty God the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and full of unbelief concerning his only-begotten Son, 
the first begotten of every creature, the Word, which dwelt 
tmong men, and full of stupidity against the Holy Ghost." 8 

He also opposed Paul of Samosata, who is considered as the 
first humanitarian of any note. Dionysius thus rebukes him, in 
a letter : " How say you, that Christ is merely an eminent man, 
tod that he is not the true God, who is to be worshipped above 
the whole creation conjointly with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost ; him, I mean, who became incarnate from Mary the ho- 
ly virgin and mother of God.- — Though be humbled himself to 
death, even the death of the cross, yet with God he is equal." 3 

1 C. Cels. VII. 49. p. 362. * Euseb. Ecc. Hist VII. & 

3 Dionys. Ep. adv. Paul. Sam. Opp. pp. 210, 211. Fab. II. 71. 
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Like Origen, he regarded the Father as the fountain of light, 
and the Son as the effulgence ; but both as equally eternal. 
" Life," says he, " is begotten of life, as the stream flows from 
the fountain." The following is a specimen of his mode of rea- 
soning and illustration, respecting the connexion between the 
Father and the Sou. Speaking of the mind of man as exhibit- 
ing itself in language, he says : " The mind produces the word 
and appears in it, and the word exhibits the mind, in which it is 
produced. And the mind indeed is, as it were, the word imma- 
nent; while the word is the mind coming forth. The mind pas- 
ses into the word, and the word transmits the mind, to the audi- 
tors; and thus the mind, through the word, takes its seat in the 
minds of the auditors, entering at the same time with the word. 
And the self-existent mind is, as it were, the father of the word ; 
and the word, the son of the mind ; nor can the word be produ- 
ced before the mind or without it, but exists with it and takes its 
germ and origin from it. In the same manner, also* the Su- 
preme Father and Universal Mind has, before all things, a Son, 
the Word, the Speech and Angel of his own self." 1 Again he 
says : "They bring it as an accusation against me, that I do not 
assert Christ to be of the same substance with God {opoovinov). 
Now, although I allege, that I have no where found or read 
this word in scripture, yet other arguments, which I have sub^ 
joined and on which they are silent, are not at all discordant with 
this sentiment. For I adduced human offspring as an example, 
which certainly is of the same race as the progenitor ; and 1 said 
truly, that parents are distinguished from their children solely by 
this, that they are not themselves the children. — I said that a 
plant, whether springing from the seed or the root, is different 
from that from which it springs, but yet completely of the same 
nature." 8 Again he says: " I spoke of the Father ; and before 
I made mention of the Son, I included him in the Father. I 
annexed the Son ; and the Father, if I had not even named him 
before, would certainly have been comprehended in the Son. I 
added the Holy Spirit; but at the same time implied from 
whence and by whom he proceeded. — Each of the names is 
brought forward by me in turn, nor can they be separated or di- 
vided. — Neither can the Holy Ghost be sundered from him who 
sends, nor from him who brings him." " We thus both expand 

1 De sent, Dionysii, c 23. as quoted by Guerike, II. p. 317 sq. 
* ib. c. 18. 
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the indivisible unity into the trinity, tyv tgiada, and again con- 
chide the undiminished trinity in unity." l 

Thus we see this early Platonizing father vindicating himself 
from the charge of heresy on the subject of the trinity. Some 
of his predecessors appear to have found a like vindication need- 
ful in their case. Now, may I not here be permitted briefly to 
inquire for the fair inference from this obvious fact ? As it be- 
longs do less to historic, than to theological, investigation, the 
query is strictly in place ; and is simply this : Since these men 
were complained of for defect of faith respecting the trinity in 
mty, but never, in their own day, for too strict a conformity to 
what has since been deemed orthodoxy, is it not manifest, that 
the church at large were then more orthodox than these philoso- 
phers? And if so, how is it possible that they should have been 
the inventors of this orthodoxy? This is a point which appears 
to me of prime importance, in the investigation of the early opin- 
ions of the church ; and which has not had the prominence it 
deserves, if indeed it has ever been distinctly presented. The 
general belief of the church, is never changed in a day; and 
when prominent men are met by opposition only in one direction, 
does it not amount to demonstration, that the novelties, which 
these men may be introducing, are to be found in this direction ? 
With this simple statement of the query, which has before been 
partially suggested, I dismiss it* 

Theognostus, according to Athanasius, held that " the sub- 
stance of the Son was not created out of nothing, but was by na- 
ture from the essence of the Father, as the splendor of light and 
the vapor of water; for neither is splendor the sun itself, nor is 
vapor water itself; nor yet are they any thing extraneous. But 
the emanation of the Father's essence, is still such, that the same 
essence of the Father suffers no division. For as the sun re- 
mains the same without diminution by the efflux of its rays, so 
neither does the substance of the Father suffer any diminution, 
while emitting the Son as the image of himself." 8 

Peter Martyr, is reported, by Ephraim of Antioch, to have 
testified that "it is according to sound thinking and to the 
preaching of the fathers, to hold to the union of the two natures 
and to one person," in Christ. 3 

1 De Sent Dionysii, c 17. * Athan. Opp. I. p. 490. 

3 Goer. II. p. 338. 
Vol. IV. No. 14. 31 
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In respect to Alius, the readers of this work are already too 
familiar with the opinions of this beresiarch to require any state- 
ment of them, in such a sketch as the one before us. We there- 
fore pass to the last teacher of any note. 

The post-Nicene father Didymus, in his books on the Trinity, 
has much to say on the sameness of essence in the Father and 
the Son. Some quotations, while they exhibit his views on the 
subject in question, will also serve to mark the spirit of the age. 

" The Son," he remarks, " is said to receive the same from 
the Father by which he himself subsists ; for the Son is nothing 
else but what is given him of the Father, nor is there any other 
substance of the Holy Spirit besides what is given it by the 
Son." l Again : " Those who believe on the Son, need not fear 
being accused of giving honor and glory to created gods." And 
further on, he says : "The heretics ask, Whether God, in beget- 
ting, acted according to his will, or against it ? But we ought first 
to know their purpose in this question, before we answer it. 
Their design, then, is this, to derive an objection against the sim- 
ple, from either answer. For if you answer, that he begat 
against his will, (though no one answers them so,) they say, that 
God is impelled by a natural necessity, in begetting a son, when 
be does not wish it. But if you reply to them, that God begat 
voluntarily ; then they infer, that the generation of the Son, which 
gives him existence by creation, is dependent on the will of the 
Father. But this answer is perfectly gratuitous ; for God, both 
the Father who begat and the Son the splendor of his glory, is 
antecedent to will and constraint and all thought, and no medium 
can be conceived of between him and the Father from whom be 
exists. Such is the image of God. — This is also an empty and 
absurd sophism of theirs, expressed in language like the follow- 
ing. If the unbegotten God is wholly generative, revvrjnio;, 
then he who is begotten, is not generated as to substance, since 
the whole substance of the former possesses the quality of gener- 
ating, but not of being generated. But let them hear the answer. 
If all light is generative, then it does not generate splendor sub- 
stantially, but this it acquires from abroad, since all its essence 
has the power to generate, but not to be generated. But if light 
does not receive splendor from abroad, but directly produces k 
from its whole essence, neither does God have his Son added to 
him from abroad, but has directly produced him, as to the entire 

1 De Sp. Sanclo, T. II. p. 519. Guer. tl. p. 337. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] The Trinity.— Didymus. 239 

substance, as incorporeal ; whence it is, that be is really a fa- 
ther. — If light unchanged produces splendor, anavyaopa, itself 
still remaining light, and having splendor connaturally perfected 
from itself; then God also remains immutably God, although he 
be the father of his own splendor, since he has not received it 
from abroad, but generated it in substance perfect." * 

This ancient father, like others before him, was led to the 
above comparison, by what Paul says respecting Christ as the 
effulgence of the Father' $ glory. 

After some further remarks, in which he speaks of the imper- 
fect illustration of which such a subject is capable, be proceeds 
thus : " The Son was begotten from eternity ; yet existing and 
operating at the same time with his Father, just as light with the 
disk of the sun ; but this be has, that he both is, and in scripture 
is called, God, Lord, The Holy, Creator, The Incorruptible, 
Life, Light, and whatever else the Father is. And from the 
peat multitude [of such comparisons], he ought rather to hold 
similitude and equality, than dissimilitude from one [comparison 
of a different kind.] — But how are Adam and Eve, who were 
not begotten, nor had any father, equal in nature to us who have 
descended from them ? Or what kind of comparison or measure 
is that to which they refer him who is, as they say, anomalous, 
«w/io*©$, while they insist upon it, that they may pronounce a 
lather to be the greater* and more excellent of the two ? since, on 
the one hand, scripture neither admits a distinction of natures in 
the ooe individual holy and eternal Trinity, nor does it pro- 
nounce the one prior and the other posterior ; and, on the other 
hand, these two things are manifest, viz. first, it plainly does 
not follow, that what is greater, is of a different essence, ir*po- 
•wwoy, since comparisons are made between things of the same 9 
and not of different, essences f etc. 9 

The doctrine of Christ's omniscience, is argued, by this fa- 
ther, with much ingenuity. The following is a specimen of his 
argument on this subject, touching that declaration in Mark xm. 
«fi, which has often been supposed to imply that Christ is not 
strictly omniscient : " Of that day and. that hour knoweth no man, 
no, not die angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the 
Father only." " Matthew," says Didymus, " relating, before 
Mark, the same things in different language, and omitting nothing, 
does not say, indeed, that the Son was ignorant, but he shows 

1 Did. do Trin. I. 7, 9, 10. 9 ib. 16. 
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that even the very manner of the consummation of the world, was 
known to the Son. 1 But how is it, that he should not see, who 
has light in himself who arranged the order of all things, who 
knows all things before they take place, and who has said, that 
the last day shall come as a thief in the night ? — who has even 
foretold the signs of that time ? — and who has said : Like at the 
Father hath known me, even so have I known him? Now it is 
evident, that be knows with the same knowledge which the Fa- 
ther has. But if it is one thing, to know the Father, and another 
thing, to know the things of the Father, it will be greater to 
know the Father, than to know the things which belong to trim, 
to wit, the last day" 

" But this passage, No one knoweth that day or hour, neither 
the Son, but the Father, may be thus taken, as one of the holy 
fathers, (Basil by name,) full of wisdom, has simply taught ; i.e. 
it is the same as if Christ were to say : Unless the Father had 
known, neither would the Son have known ; from which it fol- 
lows, that, if the Father knows, [ cannot be ignorant. But I do 
not declare it, he says, for I do all things according to the Fa- 
ther's will ; and it is not the Father's will, that ye should know 
this. To you, therefore, says he, I am ignorant ; although of 
the thing itself, I am not ignorant ; for 1 have declared to you 
before, by the Psalmist, Far from my salvation, are the words 
of my offences, i. e. far from my deity are the words I speak in 
the flesh. So also did he conduct himself m respect to Laza- 
rus. For before, as knowing all, he said : Lazarus sleepeth; 
but afterwards, as though he knew nothing, he asked : when 
have ye laid him? And, at length, as God, he raised him from 
the dead. So, likewise, respecting the woman with the issue of 
blood ; for before, as a man ignorant, he said : Who touched 
me? and then as the Savior, he healed her." 3 

Whatever may be thought as to the accuracy of this father's 
interpretations of scripture, the above passages will leave no 
doubt as to the tenor of his creed on the character of Christ. 

It would be easy to multiply passages to show his views of the 

Eropriety of offering prayers to Christ, etc. and likewise that be 
elieved in the divinity of the Holy Ghost ; and, in short, that 
he accorded fully with the Nicene fathers. But we need the 
room for other matter ; and shall therefore proceed to another 
topic. 



1 See Matt xxiv. 36 aq. » Didym. de Trin. III. 29 aq. 
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Abt. II. — The Christian Church and Christian Life 

IN CONNEXION WITH THE ChTJBCH, AS DEVELOPED AMONG 

Heathen Christians. 



Fran Neander* " History of the Planting and ProfreM of the Christian Church under the 
Apostle*." Translated from the German, by the Editor. 



PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

The following article contains a profound discussion of the ques- 
tions respecting the constitution and features of the primitive church, 
so far as these can be ascertained from the New Testament, or from 
other contemporary sources. The reader must, however, everywhere 
bear in mind, that the author is here treating only of the apostolic age, 
tod of the churches composed of Gentile Christians. Consequently 
be does not refer to changes introduced at later periods. These of 
coarse are detailed in his larger History of the Christian Church. This 
latter work, we are happy to learn, is now in the course of translation 
by the Rev. Prof. Torrey, of the University of Vermont; to whom the 
public may look with entire confidence for a correct and elegant ver- 
sion. See Bibl. Repos. Vol. III. p. 66— 74. 

One word in regard to the manner in which the present translation 
has been executed. There are two methods in which a translator may 
proceed. One is, to give simply the sense of the original in the trans- 
lator's own language and style ; in this way the reader obtains the 
thoughts of the original author, but gains no acquaintance with his 
style and manner as a writer. The other mode is to translate the lan- 
guage of the original, as well as express the thoughts ; so that the wri- 
ter himself, in his peculiar modes of thought and expression, may be 
placed before the reader. In lighter works, the former method may 
be sufficient ; in more important ones, the latter is alone admissible. 
Indeed, so much often depends on the shaping of the thought and the 
colouring of the expression, that justice cannot be done to a writer in 
toy other way ; nor even in this way without peculiar qualifications in 
the translator. In the following pages I have endeavoured to give to 
the style the general character and features of that of the author ; I 
hope it will not be found to have lost in perspicuity. My aim has been 
to give to each thought the exact shape of the original, and also so far 
at possible the same form of expression ; and everywhere accurately 
to express the meaning, the whole meaning, and nothing but the mean- 
ing, of the author.— En. 
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The primitive Christian Church. 

The forms in which the constitution of the christian communi- 
ty first unfolded itself,, were, as we have already remarked, 
copied in a great degree from those forms of religious associa- 
tion, which existed among the Jews. But these forms, as first 
applied and perfected among Jewish Christians, would not have 
passed over in like manner to communities gathered indepen- 
dently among the heathen ; they would not here also have pro- 
pagated themselves thus extensively ; had they not been, so en- 
tirely accordant with the very nature of that christian fellowship, 
which was to receive from them its organic manifestation. It was 
through the peculiar nature of this christian fellowship, that 
the christian church was to be distinguished from all other reli- 
gious communities ; and this became indeed, after Christianity 
had burst the forms of Judaism, particularly prominent among 
the churches of Heathen Christians, which could thus assume a 
free and independent form. 

As Christ bad now once for all satisfied that religious necessi- 
ty from the feeling of which a priesthood had everywhere aris- 
en, in that through the atonement made for man he had satisfied 
the feeling of the need of mediation between God and man, 
which is so deeply seated in the consciousness of separation from 
God through sin, — there remained no longer any place for any 
farther necessary mediation. When therefore in the apostolic 
epistles, the Old Testament ideas of a priesthood, of priestly 
worship, of sacrifices, are applied to the new religious polity, 
this is done with the single purpose of showing, that since Christ 
has forever realized that which was the aim of the priesthood 
and sacrifices under the Old Testament, the reconciliation 
of men with God, so now all who through faith appropriate to 
themselves that which he thus accomplished for mankind, are 
brought thereby to stand in the same relation with each other to- 
wards God, without the need of any further mediation ; that they 
all, consecrated to God and sanctified through fellowship with 
Christ, are called to bring to God their whole life as a spiritual 
thank-offering acceptable to Him ; that their whole course of 
consecrated action, is a true spiritual priestly worship, — and 
Christians a community of God composed only of priests. 1 This 

i Rom. 12:1. lPet2:9. 
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idea of the universal priesthood of all Christians, springing as it 
does from the consciousness of an atonement and grounded alone 
in this, is in part distinctly declared and unfolded ; in part it is 
pre-supposed in the predicates, figures, and comparisons, which 
are applied to the christian life. 

Since all believers mutually shared in the same consciousness 
of a like common relation to Christ as their Redeemer and of a 
fellowship with God obtained through him ; there was founded 
also in this circumstance a similar relation of the believers among 
each other ; while at the same time the basis of every other re- 
lation was taken away, such as existed under other religious sys* 
terns between an order of priests and the people at large, of 
whom they were the guides and for whom they acted as media- 
tors before God. The apostles themselves were far from assum- 
ing a relation to the believers, which should have any resem- 
blance to a mediating priesthood ; they place themselves uni- 
formly in this respect in a relation of equality with them. When 
Paul assures the churches of his intercession for them, he also 
entreats their intercession for himself. Hence then, there could 
consequently arise in the christian church no such class of per- 
sons, like the priests of more ancient systems, who, as the only 
persons of full age and knowledge in religion, had their secret 
(esoteric) religious doctrines for themselves, and held the people, 
as in a state of spiritual non-age, in constant dependence upon 
themselves ; whose office it was, to unfold, to guide, and to gov- 
ern, the general religious consciousness of the community. In- 
deed, such a relation would have been inconsistent with the con- 
sciousness of a like dependence upon Christ and a like relation 
to him,— of a like fellowship of life with him. The scenes of 
the first Pentecost had just shewn, how one and the same con- 
sciousness of a higher life, proceeding from fellowship with 
Christ should fill all hearts ; and the same was repeated with 
erery new mutual awakening which preceded and resulted in 
the founding of a church. The apostle Paul, in the fourth 
chapter of Galatians, describes as the common point between Ju- 
daism and heathenism in this respect, the condition of non-age, 
of bondage under external ordinances. With the consciousness 
of atonement, he represents this bondage and non-age as taken 
tway; the same spirit should be in all. Over against the 
heathen, who blindly followed their priests and were devoted to 
all the arts of delusiop which they practised, be places the 
Christians, wbo through faith in the Redeemer are themselves 
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become the organs of the divine Spirit, 1 who may themselves 
perceive in the inward man the voice of the living God. Paul 
thinks he should assume too much, were he, in reference to a 
church already founded, to represent himself in spiritual things 
only as a giver ; since in this respect there is for all only one 
giver, the Saviour himself, as the fountain of all life in the church ; 
all others, as members of the spiritual body endued with life 
from him, the Head, should stand towards each other in the re- 
lation of a mutual giving and receiving. Hence, in writing to 
the Romans, 8 after expressing his longing to come to them in 
order to impart to them some spiritual gift for their confirmation, 
— lest he should seem to ascribe too much to himself, he imme- 
diately subjoins the explanatory remark, that he means only, 
that they might mutually strengthen each other in the faith by 
christian communion. 

Christianity gave indeed, on the one hand, to the churcb, 
through the Holy Spirit as the common principle of a higher 
life, an element of union above all else which can unite souls to 
each other, — a principle destined to subordinate to itself all those 
differences which have their ground in the ordinary develope- 
ment of human nature, and in this subordination to adjust them 
all to an equilibrium. But on the other hand too, through this 
divine life, which every where followed the law of the natural 
and ordinary developement of human nature, the peculiarities of 
the inward man were not destroyed ; on the contrary, they were 
purified, sanctified, and ennobled ; they were urged forward to 
a freer and higher culture. This higher unity of life was to be 
exhibited in a manifold variety of different peculiarities, all ani- 
mated by the same Spirit and mutually supplying each other's 
deficiencies in the compound whole of the kingdom of God. 
Hence the particular aspect, under which this divine life became 
active and revealed itself in each individual, was conditioned by 
the inward peculiarities existing in that individual. The apostle 
Paul indeed affirms : " All these worketh that one and the self- 
same Spirit, who divideth to every one severally as he will;" 3 
but it by no means thence follows, that Paul supposes a wholly 
unconditional working of the divine Spirit. He will here only 
render prominent the contrary of an arbitrary human estimate, 
which admitted only certain species of divine gifts, and would not 
acknowledge the manifold variety in the distribution of them. 

J 1 Cor. 12: 1 sq. » Rom. 1: 11, 12. * 1 Cor. 12: 11. 
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The similitude of the members of the human body, which the 
apostle afterwards employs, describes the oot arbitrary, but reg- 
ular, developement of the new creation in the sou) according to 
the natural though now sanctified order ; for it follows from this 
similitude, that as among the members of the human body each 
has its appropriate place assigned by nature, each its appropriate 
office assigned by nature, and each its appropriate capability in 
reference to these ; so also the divine life in man follows in its 
derelopement a similar law, founded in the natural relation to 
each other of the peculiarities which it operates to quicken. 

From all this we gather the proper idea of a Charisma or gift, 
so all-important in the history of the first developement of chris- 
tian life and of the constitution of the christian church in the prim- 
ki?e ages. Under this name, in the apostolic age, is understood 
any predominant capability of an individual, in and through 
which the power and efficacy of the Holy Spirit which quickens 
bim, manifests itself; 1 whether this capability appears as some- 
thbg immediately communicated by the Holy Spirit ; or wheth- 
er it existed already in the individual before his conversion, and 
now being quickened, sanctified, and elevated through the new 
principle of life, is consecrated to the one great and common ob- 
ject, the constant interna] and external developement of the king- 
dom of God or of the church of Christ. 9 That which is the soul 
of the whole christian life, and which constitutes the internal 
unity of this life, that faith which works by love, cannot be re- 
garded as itself a special Charisma ; for it is this, constituting as 
it does the very essence of the whole christian disposition, that 
most control all the individual christian capabilities. Indeed, it 

1 The tpaptQwnq tov Ttvtvfiatog, manifestation of the Spirit, peculiar 
to each individual. 1 Cor. 12: 7. 

2 The term of most general import, by which, after Paul coined it 
id this sense, is expressed all that which has reference to the internal 
requisitions of the divine kingdom, in respect both to the whole and to 
its parts, is the word oixodofxuv, to huild; subst. oJxotfopj, a building, 1 
Cor. 3: 9, 10. This use of the word proceeds from that mode of view, 
which compares the christian life of the whole church and of its indi- 
vidual members to a building, a temple of God, erected upon the foun- 
dation on which this edifice must necessarily rest, 1 Cor. 3: 9, 10, and 
ever built up progressively and unceasingly more and more from the 
foundation. So the kingdom of God is to be ever progressively and 
unceasingly built up. See the striking remarks of Nitzsch in his Obser- 
^oncsadThtoUgiampradicmnfelicius excolendam, Bonn 1831, p. 21. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 32 
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is first and only from the very circumstance of their being thus 
governed by this common principle of the christian disposition, 
that even these individual capabilities become Charismata. 1 

That through which Charisma becomes Charisma, that com- 
mon principle in all, is always itself something above the course 
of nature, something divine. But yet there occurs a variety in 
the external roRMs, in which this higher principle appears and 
manifests itself, according as they result from the creative or di- 
recting energy of the Holy Spirit. On the one band, they pre- 
sent themselves as the result of the original creative energy of 
the Holy Spirit, adopting as its own the natural conformation, — 
they appear as something more immediately and directly produ- 
ced ; although even here some secret connexion may exist be- 
tween a peculiar bent in the individual, and this special agency 
of the divine Spirit in him particularly. Such are those Charis- 
mata, to which in the New Testament are ascribed duvapus, 
orjpua, tegata, miracles, signs, wonders. On the other hand, 
these forms may be derived from the developement of the ordi- 
nary natural conformation under the quickening influence of the 
Holy Spirit, — from a peculiar cultivation of the peculiar facul- 
ties of the individual, which already existed in him before con- 
version, and are now only quickened anew by the Holy Spirit. 
The first species of Charisma belongs more to the peculiar effi- 
ciency of the Holy Spirit during the apostolic age, to this pecu- 
liarly creative epoch of the introduction of Christianity to man- 
kind. The second species belongs to that agency of the Spirit, 
which has continued down through all the following ages of the 
church, and by which the nature of man, in its peculiar and es- 
sential features, is ever to be more and more pervaded and enno- 
bled. These two forms of Charisma, consequently, in their man- 
ifestation in the apostolic church, may properly in one sense be 
distinguished from each other ; as indeed the gift of producing 
effects in the sensible world above the ordinary course of things, 
the gift of duvapeig, miracles, and the more specific gift of heal- 
ing the sick by such an agency, the %agiona lapatatv, gift of 
healing, are described as special gifts. 3 But still, these gifts, as 
special gifts, are only ranked on an equality with the others; 
there is no where a distinction of two orders of spiritual gifts, the 
extraordinary and the ordinary, the supernatural and the natural ; 
for, according to the view of the apostolic church, in all these 

* 1 Cor. c. 13. « 1 Cor. 12: 9, 10. 
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spiritual gifts as such, the supernatural principle, the divine 
dement of christian life, was to be regarded as the essential 
point - 

The Charismata which occur in the apostolic church, may be 
most naturally divided into such as had a bearing on the ad- 
Tiocement of the kingdom of God or the ediBcation of the 
church through the word, and such as had a bearing on the 
adtancetnent of the kingdom of God through other kinds of exter- 
nal ministration. 1 In respect to the first species of these Charis- 
mata, there arises in them a further distinction, according to the 
different manner in which the self-agency of the individual, as 
exerted upon the various powers of the soul and their functions, 
stands related to the influence of the Holy Spirit ; according as, 
oo the one hand, an immediate inspiration in the higher con- 
sciousness predominated, while the lower temporal conscious- 
ness, which forms the connecting link between the soul and the 
external world, retired ; or as, on the other hand, that which 
the Holy Spirit imparted, was received in the joint and harmo- 
nious exercise of all the powers of the sou), and so was de- 
veloped and wrought into form through the co-operative and 
intelligent agency of the understanding. 3 Hence the various 
degrees in the Charismata, of which we have already spoken in 
another place ; the Charisma of ykoiaaaig Xaktlv, speaking with 
tongues, o( nQoq>T]T6vtir, prophesying, and of didaoxakta, teach- 

Soch persons as had been in some measure already prepared, 
by a previous culture of the receptive and communicative fac- 
ulties of the understanding, were now able to develope and com- 
municate that which the illumination of the divine Spirit revealed 
to their higher consciousness, in a connected series of doctrinal 
instruction. These were the diddoxakoi, teachers, according to 
that christian knowledge, yvdioig, which they had acquired for 
themselves through a self-agency quickened by the Holy Spirit, 
--a self-agency which developed and wrought into lorm the 
troths perceived by them through this divine illumination. The 
prophet, on the contrary, spoke as he was impelled by the might 
of sudden inspiration at the moment; yielding to a sudden ele- 

1 Comp. 1 Pet. 4: 11. 

9 We might here apply what Synesius in his Dion says respecting 
the relation of the /Sax/wot, the aXpa fiavixov, and the dtotpootftov, to. 
the formation of the (day xa* inunaxutrj dvretfug. 
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ration of his higher self-consciousness, to a light which here 
burst in upon him, he spoke according to a revelation, dnot*- 
Xvyig. The prophet, in respect to his mental pebuliarhies and 
culture in general, may probably have been distinguished from the 
teacher, dtduaxaXog, by the predominancy of feeling and of the 
power of spiritual intuition over the understanding. Hence the 
two Charismata did not always require to be separated in different 
persons. In many moments of inspiration, the teacher might rise 
into the prophet. In such a state of mind the prophet uttered 
incidental and powerful addresses for the awakening, exhortation, 
warning, and consolation of the church ; or such addresses to 
those who had not yet embraced the faith, as might serve to 
arouse their conscience and so prepare the way in their minds 
for the instruction of the MaoxaXog. It is manifest, what an 
influence this power of inspired discourse, which wrought so es- 
pecially upon the feelings, must have bad at this period for the 
spread of the Gospel. There came often into the congregations, 
persons, who only wished once to see what was done in the 
christian assemblies ; or who only wished to become acquainted 
with the christian doctrine, of the divine character of which they 
were yet by no means convinced. 1 In these assemblies there 
now stand forth men, who testify with overwhelming power to 
the corruption of human nature and the universal need of an 
atonement ; they speak from the depths of their own religious 
and moral consciousness to that of the other, as if they could 
read it to the bottom. The heathen feels himself stricken in 
conscience; his heart is as it were unlocked before him; he 
must acknowledge, what he before could not believe, that the 
power of God is with this doctrine, that it dwells among these men. 8 
If now the connected instruction of the diddoxaXog, teacher, 
served to lead on to further knowledge those who had already 
embraced the faith ; or further to uphold in them the intelligent 
consciousness of that which they had received in the faith ; it 

1 The aniorog, unbeliever, in 1 Cor. 14 : 24, is one who does not yet 
believe, but still one who is not unsusceptible towards the faith,— the 
infidelia negative. Such an one therefore may be awakened to the faith 
through the nQCHpifula. The anunog in v. 22, is an obstinate unbe- 
liever, one who is wholly unsusceptible towards the faith. Such an 
one therefore is also unsusceptible to the influence of the nQoyifitia,— 
the infidelia privative. For such as these no awakening signs, atyttto, 
can have place; but only such as bring punishment 

* 1 Cor. 14 : 25. 
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wis in like manner the province of the ngo^tjTela, prophecy, to 
bring over to the faith, those who were not yet believers ; or, in 
those who were already in the faith, to quicken anew and 
strengthen their faith, to stir up anew in them the life of faith, 
lo the gift of tongues, yXdoaaig XaktTw, on the contrary, the el- 
evated and ecstatic consciousness of God alone predominated, 
while the consciousness of the world was wholly withdrawn. In 
this condition, the medium of communication between the deeply 
moved inward man and the external world, was wholly wanting. 
What he spoke in this condition, from the strong impulse of his 
emotions and his inward views, was not a connected discourse, 
such as the itdaoxaXog gave ; nor was it an address adapted to 
tbe wants and circumstances of others, nctQanXtioie, like that of 
the prophet ; but, without being capable in this condition of re- 
garding tbe inward circumstances and wants of others, he was 
wholly occupied with the relation of his own soul to God. The 
soul was absorbed in devotion and adoration. Hence to this 
condition are ascribed prayer, songs of praise to God, and the 
attestation of his mighty deeds. 1 Such an one prayed in spirit ; 
the higher life of the soul and spirit predominated in him ; but 
tbe power of intelligent developement was wanting. 9 Hence, 

1 1 Cor. 14 : 14 sq. Acts 2:11. In so far as from this state of mind 
there could proceed different kinds of religious manifestation, as ttqoc- 
tvzw&cuj prayer, and yaXUiv, singing, we see the reason of the plural 
yl&trcai, tongues, and of tbe expression yin\ ylwro&v, kinds of tongues, 
etc — [It may be here remarked, that this view of the gift of tongues 
m founded chiefly on tbe expressions of Paul in 1 Cor. c 14 ; and is 
now the more current view among tbe evangelical theologians of Ger- 
many, notwithstanding the very strong passage against it in Acts 2 : 
4 sq- Compare Olshausen's Commentary, II. p. 584, 585. This pas- 
sage in Acts is commented upon by Neander in the early part of his 
work, in a very able and candid, though perhaps not satisfactory, man- 
ner. — The first question here is, whether the two passages in Acts and 
1 Cor. have reference to two separate and different gifts of tongues ; or 
whether one of the passages is to be explained, and modified by the 
other. The former is the view of Bretschneider and others. If the 
latter be adopted, then the question arises, In which passage the more 
obvious meaning is to be thus explained and modified ? Commentators 
in genera] have taken the narrative in Acts as the basis ; those of Ger- 
many bold more to the declarations of Paul. — Ed.] 

* Whether we take nrtvpa in 1 Cor. 14 : 14, as the personified in- 
spiration itself, or as the nyevpauxov in man, the spirit, as a faculty for 
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when in the midst of his peculiar emotions and spiritual contem- 
plations he formed for himself a peculiar language, he was 
wantiug in the power so to express himself as to be understood 
by the greater number. Had now the apostle regarded the gift 
of tongues, the yXcloouie XaXtlv, merely as the result of a dis- 
ordered enthusiasm, and as yielding fruit neither for the chris- 
tian life of the individual, nor for the furtherance of the christian 
life in others; however affectionate the manner in which Paul 
writes to the churches, always acknowledging the good before he 
censures the evil ; still, he would assuredly never have consented 
to call a failing in the christian life by the name of Charisma ; nor 
would he in that case have been able to say of himself, " I thank 
my God that I speak with tongues more than ye all." l If how- 
ever we adopt the view here unfolded of this Charisma, it is 
obvious that he could recognize in this extraordinary ecstatic 
elevation of mind an operation of the Holy Ghost, a special gift 
of divine grace ; and it then becomes in itself not improbable, 
that the apostle, who was himself elevated to the highest points 
of christian life, who could relate of himself so many visions 
and revelations of the Lord, who heard things which could be ex- 
pressed in no human language, 9 — that such an one should often 
find himself in a state corresponding to the ykdaamg Xatetw. But 
it was in accordance with that wisdom of the apostle which ever 
had regard to the wants of all those who were in the church, 
that although he acknowledged the worth of these occasional 
higher moments of inward life in respect to christian life as a 
whole, inasmuch as they served to impart to it a loftier flight, yet 
he preferred to leave the language of such moments to the 
private devotions of each individual, and to banish them from as- 
semblies for mutual edification. It was too in accordance with 
the same wisdom, that he placed a higher value upon those spir- 
itual gifts in which the joint and harmonious exercise of all the 
powers of the soul was more conspicuous, and which in the 
spirit of love served more for mutual edification ; and that he 
feared the danger of self-delusion and enthusiasm, where the ex- 
traordinary phenomena of the christian life were thus overesti- 

tbe reception of the divine influence, we must in any case understand 
by rovg i. q. to voovr, the power by which to develop© in thought that 
which has heen beheld in spirit 

* 1 Cor. 14 : 18. 

9 2 Cor. 12 : 1 — 4, irniaaicu *al ammaXvipm Kvglov. 
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mated, and when that which could have value only as it pro- 
ceeds unsought and spontaneously from the developement of 
the inward life, became an object of effort to many, who in this 
way could only fall into a state of morbid mental excitement. 
Hence it was Paul's desire, that he who spake with tongues 
should in this manner pour out his heart to God in private; but 
that in the assemblies of the church these expressions of de- 
votion, which the greater number could not understand, should 
be withheld ; or only then allowed, when that which was thus 
uttered, could be immediately translated into language intelligible 
to all. 

With this stands connected another distinction in these Cha- 
rismata, according as the creative, or the receptive and critical 
faculty, was more prominent. Such was the case with this lat- 
ter faculty in the Charisma of the interpretation of tongues, ig^tf 
vtla yXwaotov, and that of the distinguishing of spirits, foangioiQ 
mrtvftatwv. The christian life was to be allowed in the church 
to develops and declare itself with freedom. Whoever felt an in- 
ward impulse, was permitted to speak in the assemblies of the 
church ; but self-possession was to accompany inspiration side by 
side ; and it was from this very circumstance that the latter was to 
be known as genuine. No one was to speak alone and exclusive- * 
ly ; no one was to interrupt another. 1 It now Paul held it necessa- 
ry to give such directions, it follows, that he by no means recog- 
nized the prophets in the church to be such untroubled media or 
organs of the divine Spirit, as not easily to mingle the divine and 
human together. Against the prevalence of such an intermixture 
and the delusions flowing from it, if that which was human and 
impure were given out as the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, — 
against this the churches were to be protected by a trying of 
the spirits, in the exercise of a gift bestowed on individuals for 
this special purpose. 9 In the case of the teacher, dtddoxaXog, 
in whom the intelligent exercise of the understanding was more 
prominent, there was less need that such a gift of trying spirits 
should accompany his discourse ; because in him the critical 
faculty was developed and active ; and because while thus un- 
folding the christian doctrines with sober self-possession, he could 
ever give to himself the proper direction. But in the case of the 
prophet, the less he was able, in the moments of entrancing in- 
spiration, to observe, to scrutinize, and give to himself the proper 

* 1 Cor. 14: 30, 31, 32. s 1 Cor. 14: 29. 1 John 4: 1. 
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direction, the greater there was here the danger of intermixing the 
divine and the human, — so much the more was it necessary, in 
order to avoid this, that there should be a scrutiny exercised by 
others. For this cause, the exercise of the prophetic gift was 
to be accompanied side by side by the gift conspicuous in par- 
ticular individuals, of proving the spirits, — a critical faculty of 
the mind, quickened by the Holy Spirit. This Charisma assur- 
edly did not consist alone, nor chiefly, in deciding who was a 
prophet and who was not ; but also and principally in the circurri- 
stance, that in the discourses of those, who stood forth as inspir- 
ed speakers in the assemblies of the church, a separation was to be 
made, according to the prescriptive model (norm) of the divine 
doctrine, between what was to be regarded as proceeding from 
the Holy Spirit, and what was to be regarded as not proceeding 
from him ; just as Paul in this respect recommends to the church, 
Mo prove all things' imparted by the prophets, and admonishes 
them to separate the good from the bad. 1 And while those who 
spoke as prophets did not claim to be infallible, but were con- 
scious of their liability to error, and submitted themselves to the 
judgment of the church or of its organs appointed for that pur- 
pose, they were themselves thus shielded from the self-delusions 
of pride, the ordinary source of fanatical enthusiasm. 

Even in the Charisma of teaching, itiaouakta, there seems 
again to have been also a distinction ; according as the teacher 
had a greater capacity for unfolding the christian doctrine theo- 
retically in its constituent parts, or for applying it practically to 
the particular relations and circumstances of life. The one was 
the word of knowledge, Xoyog yvcioewg, the other the word of 
wisdom, Xoyog aoqlagr 

If now from the species of gifts which relate to the ministra- 
tion of the word, we pass to that class of gifts which relate to 
other kinds of external ministry for the advancement of the king- 
dom of God, we find here again the same distinction, between 
those in which, as in the case of the fodaoxaXla, human agency, 
developed according to the laws of human nature, operates as 
quickened by the life-giving influence of the Spirit ; and those 

1 1 These. 5: 21. 

9 Swpla is more particularly a faculty of practical judgment, corres- 
ponding to the idea of trisdom. rvwng, in the New Testament and 
throughout this whole age, is more particularly the theoretic, higher, 
deeper, experimental knowledge of religion. 
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ia which the natural developement of the human faculties has 
less place, while that which is immediately divine is more prom- 
inent, as in the case of the yXuiooaie lately and npotptjieveiv. To 
the former class belong the gift of church government, the ga~ 
Qiap* KvfoQrrjowe or tov npoeotaveu, and the gift of helps, or 
of the manifold services which were required in administering 
the affairs of the church, as the snperintendence of alms and the 
care of the sick, — the xuQiopa diaxovias or amAijtptaj?. 1 To 
the latter class belongs the gift of miracles, and especially that of 
miraculous cures. The Charisma from which both these latter 
kinds of operation proceed, understood in reference to its essen- 
tial nature, seems to be n nlotig, faith. 9 The name faith, nloug, 
in this connexion, cannot signify christian belief in general, or 
the common and ordinary disposition of mind in Christians; but 
it must necessarily here designate something special. And, as 
would appear from the relation of n niatig to both these kinds of 
operation, in which there is manifested a special power of the 
will over nature, — and as is conBrmed by the predicate given to 
vloTte? " Though I have all faith, so that I could remove moun- 
tains," that is, could render possible that which is apparently 
impossible, through the power of religious conviction acting on 
the will, — the name niarig is here used to signify, the practical 
power of the will as quickened, elevated, augmented, by chris- 
tian faith. But notwithstanding this difference in the manifesta- 
tion of the Charismata, still, he who ministered in the services of 
the church, had this in common with the worker of miracles, 
that be was conscious of performing all his duties only through 
a power imparted to him from God. 4 

Although now, as we have thus seen, by means of these spir- 
itual gifts imparted to individuals according to their various ca- 
pacities, no one was alone to exercise any partial determining in- 
fluence upon the church ; but all, in the exercise of a mutual in- 
fluence upon each other, were to work together for one great 
end, under the controlling influence of one Head, animating and 
quickening the whole throughout all its manifold members ; 5 
still, h by no means follows, that every guidance of the church 
by buman organs was excluded. It follows only,, that these 

i 1 Cor. 12:28. Rom.l2:7. 

* lCor.lfc9. 13:2. Matt.l7:20. * lCor.l3:2. 

* I Pet. 4: 11. • Eph.4:16. 
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guiding (governing) organs were not to exercise an exclusive 
authority ; that they were not to break loose from their connex- 
ion with that lively organization of the whole, which through the 
free mutual agency and influence of the individual members was 
to be ever progressive ; that they were not to withdraw from 
their relation to the other members, as like servants of the same 
Head and of the same body. For this guidance there existed 
likewise a special talent, quickened by the Holy Ghost, — the 
gift of government, %igi(S(Aa xvpegpijoitag. It was this, which 
rendered individuals particularly qualified for the station of offi- 
cers of the church. The name of presbyters, by which this of- 
fice was at first designated, was, as we have before remarked, 
transferred to the christian church from the Jewish synagogues. 
But now, when the churches had spread themselves more among 
the heathen of Grecian origin, there was associated with this ap- 
pellation, thus borrowed from the civil and religious constitution 
of the Jews, another name, more connected with the mode of 
designating social relations among the Greeks, and better adapt- 
ed to denote the official duties connected with the dignity of 
presbyters. 1 This was the appellation, inioxonot, overseers, 
over the whole church and over all its affairs ; just as in the At- 
tic civil administration, those who were sent out to organize the 
states dependent on Athens, were called inloxonot;* and just 
as this name seems to have become generally current in the lan- 
guage of civil life, to denote any kind of governing superinten- 
dence in the public administration. 3 Since now the name inL 
oxonog was nothing more than an accommodation of the original 
Jewish and Hellenistic name of office to the social relations ex- 
isting among the heathen ; it follows even from this, that origin- 
ally both names referred to one and the same office ; just as al- 

1 The apostle Peter, in his first epistle, denotes the rank itself by 
the name of presbyters, nqia^vx^oi ; but the duties connected with it 
he describes by biuixonuv i. q. notpaivuv. c. 5: 1, 2. 

9 Elsewhere called agpo<nai Schol. Aristoph. Av. 1023, Oi vo? 
*A\hjvaU»y sig rig vmptoovg nolsig inuTXiyaa&cu t« naq ixaorot? ntfmo- 
fitvot^EnUrxonoi xal yvXaxig ixaXovno, ovg oi jidxwtg € AQ[AO<nag tltyor. 

3 Cic. ad Att. VII. 11. " Vult me Pom pejus esse, quern tota haec 
campana et maritima ora habent Inhxonov, ad quern delectus et sum- 
ma negotii referatur." Fragm. of Arcadius Charisius de Munenbus 
civilibus : " Episcopi, qui praesunt pani et caeteris venalibus rebus, 
quae civitatum populis ad quotidianum victum usui sunt." Digest lib. 
IV. tit. IV. leg. 18. §7. 
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so both appellations are often used interchangeably, as being 
entirely synonymous. Thus Paul addresses, as inioKonot, the 
elders collectively of the Ephesian church, whom he bad sent 
for to come to him. 1 In like manner also the office of presby- 
ters is called by Paul £7uaxcmf7 ; 2 and immediately afterwards 
the office of the deacons, didxovoi, is mentioned as the only other 
office existing in the church. So too where Paul commissions 
Thus to appoint presbyters, he again immediately calls them 
bishops, inia*onoi? 

It is consequently certain, that each church was governed by 
a union of church elders or of church overseers out of its own 
midst ; and we find among these no distinction whatever of any 
individual, who presided perhaps as a primus inter pares; a cus- 
tom probably first introduced in the age following that of the 
apostles, Tout of which, alas ! we have so few authentic docu- 
ments,) when such a person received by preference the distin- 
guishing name of an inioxonog. We have no account whatever, 
what the practice was in the apostolic age, in respect to the per- 
son presiding in the deliberations of the presbyters. But whether 
it was, that one person presided in their deliberations according 
to some certain turn or order of succession ; or that the relation 
of age was followed ; or that by degrees some one particularly 
distinguished by bis personal qualifications for administering of- 
fice, obtained this precedence, — all of which we must leave unde- 
cided for want of information, — still, it remains thus far certain, 
that such a person who presided in this manner, was not yet 
distinguished by any separate name. 

The government of the church was the appropriate charge of 
these officers of the church. It was their business to watch over 
the general order; to maintain the purity both of the christian 
doctrioe and of christian life ; to prevent abuses ; to set right the 
erring ; to take the lead in the general deliberations ; — all which 
appears from those passages of the New Testament in which their 

1 Acts 27: 17, 28. Should any one feel entitled to assume, that not 
only the officers of the Ephesian church are here meant, but also those 
from other churches in Asia Minor ; he might say indeed, that under 
these htUrwonoi we are to understand only the presiding officers among 
the elders. But the other Pauline passages speak against such a dis- 
tinction ; and Luke at least, who refers this address only to the officers 
of the Ephesian church, consequently regarded the names htUnumot 
and nqwfivuqog as wholly synonymous. 

* lTim.3:l, 8. So too in Phil. 1: 1. 8 Tit 1: 5— 7 V 
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duties are described. But their government by no means ex- 
cluded the participation of the whole church in the management 
of the common concerns ; as follows indeed from what we 
have said above respecting the nature of the christian fellowship ; 
and as is also apparent from many examples in the apostolic 
church. The whole church at Jerusalem took part in the con- 
sultations respecting the relation of Jewish and heathen Chris- 
tians to each other; and the letter which was drawn up after 
these consultations, was in like manner written in the name of 
the whole church. 1 Those epistles of Paul which treat respect- 
ing matters of controversy in the churches, are addressed in 
each case to the whole church ; and he presupposes, that the de- 
cision in regard to these matters belongs to the whole church. 
In the contrary case, he would have directed his counsels and 
precepts at least chiefly to the officers of the church. When a 
vicious person is to be excluded from the church at Corinth, the 
apostle regards it as something which must proceed from the 
whole body; and be therefore translates himself in spirit into 
their midst, in order with them to pronounce and execute judg- 
ment. 9 Where also he speaks of the adjustment of private con- 
troversies, the apostle does not say expressly, that this was to be 
the business of the officers of the church. Had this, according 
to prevailing usage, belonged to the office of the elders, Paul 
would doubtless have alluded to the fact. But what be says on 
this point, seems much more to presuppose, that for particular 
cases it was customary to appoint umpires from the body of the 
church. 3 

In regard to the edification of the church through the word, 
it follows from what we have already said, that this was not the 
exclusive business of the officers of the church ; for each per- 
son had the right to speak out openly, in the assembly of the 
brethren, the emotions of his soul. Hence many did not suf- 
ficiently distinguish, between what strictly belonged only to the 
closet, where one could pour out his heart freely before God, 
and what was appropriate for communication in public. This 
was what Paul censured. 4 The female part of the church aloue 

1 Acts 15: 12, 22, 23. * 1 Cor. 5: 3, 4, 5. * 1 Cor. 6: 4, 5. 

4 See what is said above on the gift of tongues. — It has indeed been 
affirmed, that this right extended itself in the apostolic church, only to 
those who stood forth as prophets in the church assemblies ; and that 
from this one instance we cannot infer such a general privilege ; for 
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was excluded from this general privilege. The one higher fel- 
lowship of life, indeed, which was imparted through Christianity, 
extended itself also to the relation between man and wife, male 
and female ; and that oneness after which hUman nature accord- 
ing to its original destination ever strives; was in this respect also, 
as in every other, realized in and through Christianity. But 
yet, since whatever was founded in the law of nature, Christian- 
ity nowhere destroyed, but on the contrary quickened anew, 
sanctified, and ennobled it ; so also within this fellowship of a 
higher life, which was thus to bind the sexes to each other, a 
place was assigned to the woman corresponding to the natural 
destination of ber sex. The exercise of the receptive faculties, 
aod occupation in the duties of family life, are recognized as ap- 
propriately the destination of the female ; and hence the female 
sex was excluded from speaking in public upon religious topics 
in the assemblies of the church. 1 

these persons, as teachers furnished with divine authority, and speak- 
ing in the name of God, were naturally for this very reason not bound 
by the common rules. See Mosheim Institut. Hist Ecc. Major. Sec. 
I. § 10, 18. But this objection is removed by what we have said 
above respecting the prophetic Charisma and its relation to the other 
Charismata. 

1 1 Cor. 14: 34. 1 Tim. 2: 12. With this prohibition the passage in 
1 Cor. 11: 5, seems indeed to stand in contradiction. Even in earlier 
times the Montanists supposed, and many moderns have accorded 
with them, that an exception was here made ; either as if the apostle 
supposed those cases could be subjected to no rule, where the imme- 
diate influence of the divine Spirit excited prophetesses from among 
the female sex ; or, as if he would exclude the woman only from the 
strictly didactic kinds of speaking, but not from the public expression of 
feelings and emotions. But there exists here, in the first supposition 
the error, that too great a distinction is made between teaching, dida- 
imtVj which also proceeds from the influence of the Holy Spirit, and 
prophesying, ngtHprjievtiv, in relation to what is divine in both. It is 
also an error, to regard any agency of the Holy Spirit in the christian 
church as not subject to rule. If the apostle Paul assigns to the wo- 
man mat place in the church, which is assigned to her by the spirit of 
the gospel which sanctifies nature ; the Holy Ghost assuredly, which 
is itself the Spirit of Christianity, also follows everywhere in his opera- 
tions the same law ; and it can never be assumed with certainty, that 
by an exception he has anywhere removed the woman out of her 
natural position. Every removal of this kind must appear as some- 
thing contradictory to the spirit of the gospel, and as something mor- 
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Still, just as through the participation of all in the management 
of church affairs, a regular government of the church by its ap- 
pointed organs was not excluded, but both were to act together; 
so too, along with what the members of the churches in conse- 
quence of a common christian inspiration contributed to mutual 
edification, there was to be a regular administration of the office 
of teaching in the church, and a regular supervision over tbe 
propagation and developement of tbe christian doctrine, which 
in this period of agitation and ferment was exposed to so many 
adulterations. This was the object of the above-mentioned 
Charisma of teaching, itdaoxakla. There were three classes of 
such teachers in the apostolic age. The first rank was held by 
those who had been personally selected and consecrated by 
Christ himself; who by intercourse with him were prepared as 
organs for the annunciation of the gospel to the whole human 
race ; who were tbe witnesses of what he himself had spoken, 
of his works, of his suffering, of his resurrection. These were 
the apostles ; 1 to whose number Paul also was justly reckoned, 
on account of the personal appearance of Christ to him, and the 
illumination of his spirit independently of the instruction of the 
other apostles. The other classes were the travelling missiona- 

bid. Further, in the passage where Paul gives this prohibition in res- 
pect to females, he is expressly treating of those non-didactic kinds of 
discourse. These can therefore form no exception ; which is contra- 
ry to both suppositions. We must therefore rather seek to solve the 
apparent contradiction in this way, viz. that Paul in 1 Cor. 11: 5 is 
speaking merely by way of example in respect to what actually took 
place in the Corinthian church ; reserving his censure for another 
place. One of the grounds adduced by Paul in 1 Tim. 2: 12 sq. viz. 
the greater danger of self-delusion in the weaker sex, and the conse- 
quent diffusion of error, — would apply more directly to that species of 
discourse, in which sober self-possession was most of all withdrawn. 
But under other circumstances, where no danger of that kind could 
arise from publicity, this species of religious self-utterance would 
doubtless seem the most appropriate to the female sex ; only that the 
exercise of it should always be confined to the domestic circle. Thus 
the daughters of the evangelist Philip at Caesarea, Acts 21: 9, could 
speak as prophetesses without detriment to the rule ; unless we pre- 
fer to assume that something took place here also, which Paul would 
have censured. 

1 In a wider sense this name was also applied to others who preach- 
ed the gospel in wider fields of labour. 
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lies, ivaffiXioral, 1 evangelists ; and the teachers, fodaoxctXoi, 
in the individual churches, appointed from their own midst. 

If sometimes ngoyfjtcu, prophets, are named immediately 
after apostles, and before the evangelists and teachers, they are 
here to be regarded* as such persons in whom that condition of 
inward life from which prophesying, 7ipo<pt}Ttvtiv, proceeded, 
bad become in a measure more constant ; who were distinguished 
above the teachers by a greater energy and constancy of chris- 
tian inspiration, and by a peculiar originality of spiritual vision, 
imparted to them by special ctTioxaXvxpeig, revelations, of the 
Holy Spirit. Such prophets belonged, as appears from their 
being placed between the apostles and evangelists, to that class 
of teachers whose charge was not limited to a particular church ; 
bat who travelled about in order to proclaim the gospel to a 
wider circle. 

In respect to the relation of the teachers, MaoxaXoi, to the 
presiding officers of the church, the elders or overseers, ngto- 
pvriQoi or in i axon oi, it will not do to proceed at once on the 
hypothesis, that this remained always the same, after the first 
founding of the christian churches among the heathen, and con- 
sequently throughout the whole period of Paul's apostolic la- 
bours — a period so important in the first developement of the 
christian church. We are therefore not entitled to conclude, 

1 This name assuredly does not come from the circumstance, that 
these persons perhaps occupied themselves with collecting and relat- 
ing the narratives of the life of Christ ; for the name tvayyiXior, evan- 
gdium, gospel, originally signified nothing more nor less than the 
whole annunciation of the salvation bestowed by Christ on man- 
kind ; wbicji annunciation embraces the whole of Christianity. But 
is this annunciation rests on an historical basis, and Christ as the Re- 
deemer is the grand object of it ; there arose at a later period the de- 
rired meaning, in which this word is specially applied to the histori- 
cal narratives of the Saviour's life. According to the original chris- 
tian idiom, therefore, the word tvayyduntjg, evangelist, could only de- 
ngnate one whose charge it was, to proclaim the doctrine of salvation 
to men, and thereby lay the foundation for christian churches ; while, 
on the contrary, the driaaxaXog, teacher, presupposes already a belief 
m thia doctrine, and a church already established, and occupies himself 
with further unfolding and inculcating christian knowledge. This 
view is supported by the use of the word tvayytXunris in 2 Tim. 4: 5 ; 
and this primitive christian idiom continued to prevail also in later 
times, although the other later meaning of the word evayyiXwr was 
then connected with it. See Euseb. Hist. Ecc. III. c 37. 
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from certain traces which occur in the later epistles of Paul, 
that the relation which might be inferred from them, had so ex- 
isted from the first in the churches of heathen Christians. If we 
find, in earlier documents, much that stands in contradiction with 
such an hypothesis, we must at least admit the possibility, that 
changes in the situation of the churches, and the results of expe- 
rience, might have already occasioned a change in this respect in 
that earliest period. 

The first question therefore is : What was here the original 
relation ? If we set out from the supposition which may be sup- 
ported from the pastoral epistles, that the teachers, dtddoxaloi, 
belonged also to the presiding officers of the church, we can 
conceive of two cases : either, that all the presbyters or bishops 
also exercised at the same time the office of teachers; or, that 
some among them, each according to his peculiar qualifications, 
his x&Qiofia t were occupied with the external guidance of the 
church, the xv(Segyr { acg f while others were devoted to the inward 
guidance of the church through the word, the didaoxalia; 
hence therefore ngtoputigot xvfogvaiyTBQ i. q. noipivts, and 
ngeofivngot Maoxoprtg i. q. Maoxakoi. 1 The first case can 
assuredly not be admitted ; for the gift of government, z*Q*- 
opa xvfitgpyoeag, is just as definitely distinguished from the gift 
of teaching, xagiopa didaoxaXlag, as in reality the faculty of gov- 
erning, and the faculty of teaching, are distinct and different from 
each other. And according to the original arrangement, the par- 
ticular office was always to correspond to the particular Cha- 
risma. Further, since in the later periods of the Pauline age, 
those presbyters are particularly commended who were at the 
same time qualified for the ministry of leaching, it is clear that 
this was not originally presupposed in all. J3ut as to the second 
case, likewise, we have no sufficient ground to assume it as the 
original arrangement. Since the Charisma of presiding or gov- 
erning, rov ngotozao&cu or tov xvPtgvav, is, in the first epistle 
to the Corinthians and that to the Romans, 9 so expressly distin- 
guished from the talent for teaching; and since the two first 
designations, ngotoraadat and xvfitgpifv, fully describe that 
which from the first belonged to the office of presbyters or 
bishops, and the object for which the same was originally in- 

1 Comp. Eph. 4: 11. 1 Tim. 5 : 7. Tit. 1 : 9. 
* 1 Cor. 12: 28sq. Rom. 12: 6 sq. 
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■tinned; we have no good reasoo whatever to conclude, that 
the teachers, dMoxulot, belonged also to the officers of the 
church. 

In the epistle to the Ephesians, 1 indeed, which was written at 
a later period, the noqu'pte, pastors, and dtdaoxalot, teachers, 
are in so far placed together, and only so far, as they are both 
distinguished from such as occupied a more general field of la* 
boor. But the name notfttVt? signifies expressly the governing 
officers of the church, the presbyters or bishops ; and therefore 
it does not at all follow from this passage that the dMoxaXot, 
teachers, also belonged among them. In other respects, the 
name noififree might likewise well have been applied to the St* 
daoKaXo* ; since the name in itself and in accordance with the 
manner in which the figure of a shepherd is employed in the Old 
Testament and by Christ, was also appropriate to express the 

?jidaoce of souls through the ministry of teaching. Further, 
aul * also ranks the £«&*j[i}, teaching, among those kinds of 
public discourse, which were not connected with any particular 
charge or office ; but which every person in the church who had 
an inward call and capacity, was entitled to hold. 

It could also happen, that after the body of presbyters had 
tiready been appointed in a church, there might come forward 
b k, either from its midst or by the accession of new members, 
other persons who, in consequence of their former culture, were 
particularly distinguished for their gift of teaching, even more 
perhaps than the presbyters themselves ; and this would speedi- 
ly become apparent from their discourses in the church assem- 
blies. How in this period of early and free developement of 
ecclesiastical life, could the gift bestowed on such persons have 
been left unemployed, because they did not belong to the num- 
ber of the presbyters ? It would seem, that there were individual 
members of the churches, in whose dwellings portions of the 
churches were accustomed to convene; and it was probably not 
merely the local convenience of their houses which gave occa- 
sion to this, but also their gift of teaching, by which the brethren 
wished to profit. So in the case of Aquila ; who, though so- 
journing now at Rome, now at Corinth, and now at Ephesus, 
wherever he was, was always wont to have a small private meet- 
ing of church members in his house, ij inultioia h tcp ohuf 

t Eph. 4: 11. 8 1 Cor. 14: 26. » Rom. 16:5. 1 Cor. 16: 19. 
Vol. IV. No. 14. 34 
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Thus then the office of ruling in the church originally had 
nothing in common with the ministry of teaching. Although the 
overseers of the church watched not only over the whole life of 
the church, but also over that which was regarded as its founda- 
tion, the maintenance of pure doctrine and the avoidance of er- 
roneous teaching ; and although consequently, from the very first, 
such persons must have been chosen to this office as had attain- 
ed to a greater ripeness and firmness in their christian belief; 
still it by no means follows, that they must themselves have pos* 
sessed the gift of teaching and have occupied themselves with 
public discourses. It may be, that at first the dt6ao*cdla, teach- 
mg, was in general not connected with any particular office; but 
that those who were qualified, were accustomed to stand forth as 
teachers, dtdaoitakot, in the church assemblies ; until it followed 
of itself, that these persons so particularly furnished with the 
Charisma of teaching, of whom there could naturally be in most 
churches only a few, became the regular teachers of the 
churches. In the epistle to the Galatians, 1 indeed, Paul might 
seem to hint, that there were already teachers appointed by the 
church, who were also to receive from it their temporal support 
But it may be questioned, whether the apostle is not here spefck- 
ine of the evayyeX$aval, travelling evangelists, rather than of tir 
daoxaXoi, teachers ; and the passage seems also to refer not so 
much to a regular support, as to the voluntary aids of christian 
love, through which the momentary necessities of these mission- 
aries were to be relieved. But in any case- — as this very passage 
also serves to confirm, if we must understand it of tMoKoXoir— 
these latter were and continued to be wholly distinct from the 
presiding officers of the church. 

It was at a later period, when the oppositions of false doctrine, 
among which the further spread of the pure doctrine of the apos- 
tles had now to maintain itself, threatened great and unceasing 
dangers — as was particularly the case in the later years of Paul's 
labours — it was then first that this apostle held it necessary, to 
connect the offices of church teacher and church ruler more 
closely together ; and to provide, that such overseers of the 
church should be appointed, as were at the same time capable, 
through their public discourses, of preserving the church from 
the danger of infection from false teachers, and capable also of 
confirming others in the pure doctrine of the gospel, and of con- 
futing its opposers. 9 He therefore holds those presbyters, who 

*GaL&a MTim.e. 1. 
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laboured also in tbe ministry of teaching, to bo worthy of pecu- 
liar consideration. 1 

We remarked above, that the female sex alone were excluded 
from the right of public speaking in the assemblies of the 
churches. Yet still, the peculiar gifts imparted to females could 
be employed for the external service of the church, in many 
species of charitable aid, in which the ministry of females was 
particularly appropriate. And further, in the then existing rela- 
tion of tbe sexes towards each other, the deacon, duxxopog, in 
tbe performance of many of his church duties, might easily 
awaken suspicion in reference to the female part of tbe church ; 
soch suspicion, however, it was necessary for the new religious sect 
to guard against in every possible way ; since even without this, 
there was a tendency to believe every evil report respecting it, 
jo* because it was new and stood forth in contradiction to the 
existing state of things. Hence, corresponding to the office of 
deacon, arose the office of the deaconess, 6 xal n foaxovog. 
The office first arose, perhaps, in the churches of heathen Chris- 
tians. In respect to the origin and nature of it during the apos- 
tolic age, we have no definite accounts ; since we find certain 
mention of it only in one passage of the New Testament. 3 In 
later times, indeed, what Paul says 3 of those widows who re- 
ceded their support from the church, has been applied to the 
deaconesses. And many of the qualities which he requires in 
those who might be received into tbe number of widows, 4 and 
which seem to include a reference to particular duties, as hos- 
pitality to strangers and the care of the poor, might be supposed 
to countenance such an interpretation. But since Paul describes 
them only as supported by the church, without mentioning any 
active office which they were to exercise in tbe church ; since 
he describes them as in consequence of their situation and age 
withdrawn from attending to earthly affairs, and consecrating the 
few remaining days of their life to prayer and devotion ; and 
since, on the other hand, the office of the deaconess must 
have brought with it much external occupation and business ; 
we have therefore no good ground to understand this passage of 
deaconesses, nor even of women from whose number deacon- 

l l Tim. 5:17,19. » Rom. lft 1. 

1 lTim.5:3— 16. 4 lTim.5:10. 
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esses were to be chosen. 1 What Paul says too of the deaconess 
of the church 'at Cencbrea, 8 seems by no means to harmonise 
with what he writes to Timothy, respecting the age aod indigent 
condition of the widows. We must rather, therefore, under 
these widows, understand such women, who, after having as 
christian wives and mothers exhibited an example of the con- 
scientious discharge of duty, were now in their forsaken state to 
find a place of rest and honoor in the bosom of the church, as 
their only refuge ; and so, by a life of spiritual devotion, to set a 
bright example for the edification of other females 5 perhaps too. 
from the store of their christian experience collected in the 
course of a long life, to give counsel to those of their ow» sex 
who might seek it of them,, and create at the same time opoa 
the heathen aa impression of respect and veneration. Hence it 
must naturally have bees a matter of reproaeh, when soeh an 
one lightly returned again from the seclusion of a still devotioeal 
life, into her former relations. — In any case, we find here a 
church arrangement of the later apostolic age; to wWeb period 
also other parts of the same epistle seem to allude* 

In respect to the eonweraiion of cborcb officers, it consisted 
in laying the band upon the bead of the person to be consecra- 
ted — * symbol borrowed fren* the Jews> the Jewish. FD^tttj— 
accompanied by an invocation*, than the Lord would impart to 
such person that which this symbol implied* the gifts of his Spirit 
for the due execution of the office now committed! in btsnaae 
to the candidate*. And since, under the presupposition that the 
proper coincidence existed between what: was thus done exter- 
nally and what ought to coexist with it in the hiwaffd bent of the 
soul) 00 one doubted that the signifieancy of the whole transac- 
tion thus performed in the name of Christ, would go'intoaceo*- 
plishment in the person to whom it was applied?; so, in this res- 
pect, the communication; of the spiritual gifts reqmsite foa the 
execution of such offices,, waa supposed to be connected with 
this, external consecration. And as Paul thus presupposes, the 
connexion of the internal and the external, and therefore design 



> The supposition that from v. 9 onward, the apostle is speaking of 
another class of widows, different from those intended in v. 3— 8, seems 
to me wholly untenable. A comparison of v. 16 with v. 4 and v. 8, 
shews clearly that the whole passage refers to tho same subjects. 

2 Rom. 16: 1. 1 Tim. 1. c. 
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Dales tire whole of this sacred transaction by that alone which 
was its external symbol, without distinguishing its separate ele- 
ments, be consequently exhorts Timothy to seek to quicken 
anew in himself that gift of the Spirit, which he had received by 
the laying on of bands. 1 

To respect further to the choice of the various officers of the 
chuj-ch, it is clear, that the first deacons and the delegates sent 
as the representatives of the churches to accompany an apostle, 3 
were chosen from and by the churches themselves. From these 
examples we might infer, that a similar mode of proceeding was 
also followed ia the appointment of the presbyters. From the 
fact that Paul, in committing to his papils, as to Timothy and 
Titus, the organization of new churches or o£ those which had 
fallen into many distractions, committed to them also the appoint- 
ment of the presbyters and deacons, and directed their attention 
to the qualifications requisite for such offices, — from this fact we 
am by no means entitled to infer, that they themselves* ef- 
fected this alone, without the participation of the churches. 
Much more, indeed, does the manner in which Paul is elsewhere 
wont to address himself to the whole church and to claim the 
co-operation of the whole, authorize us to expect, that at least 
where there existed a church already established, he would have 
required their co-operation also in these matters of common con- 
ceal. But the supposition is certain!/ possible, that the apostle 
in many cases, and especially in forming a new church, might 
think it best himself to. propose to the church the persons best 
qualified for its officers f and such a nomination must naturally 
have bad vesy great weight. In the example of the family of 
Stephanus at Corinth, 3 we see the members of the household 
first converted int a city, becoming also the first to fill the offices 
of the church. 

It was likewise only among the churches of the heathen Chris* 
lians^tbat the peculiar nature of christian devotion could at first 
enstamp itself completely upon the character of public worship, 
Among tbe^ Jewish Christians, the ancient form&of the Jefoisb 
worship continued to maintain themselves ; although among 
these latter also, those who were truly penetrated by the spirit of 
the gospel, and who therefore bad appropriated to themselves 
the essence of that spiritual homage which is bound to no place 
and to no time, were thereby freed from the contracting infhi- 

* #Tlm. 1: 6. *• 2 Cor. 8: 19. 3 1 Cor. 16: 15. 
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ence of these forms upon the inward life, and were thus able to 
give to these forms a higher significancy by referring them to the 

Sirit of the gospel. On the other hand, among the heathen 
bristians, the essence of a free spiritual worship developed it- 
self in direct opposition against Judaism, and against the attempts 
to mingle Judaism and Christianity together. According to the 
doctrine of the apostle Paul, the Mosaic law in its whole ex- 
tent had lost its validity for Christians as such ; nothing there- 
fore could be an authoritative rule for Christians, merely because 
it was contained in the law of Moses ; but, whatever was to be 
binding as a law for the christian life, must as such be derived 
from some other source. 1 

According to this view, the idea is excluded of a transfer of 
the Old Testament commandment in respect to the sanctiGcatkm 
of the Jewish sabbath, to the position of Christianity. Whoever 
thus made himself dependent on any single commandment, 
would in this very way, according to Paul's mode of thinking, 
have made himself again subject to the yoke of the whole law; 
he would have brought his inward life again into bondage to ex- 
ternal earthly things ; and sinking again into the theocratic par- 
ticularity of Judaism, he would have denied the theocratic univer- 
sality of the gospel ; for, on the gospel ground, the whole of 
life was to be referred in one and the same manner to God, and 
was to serve for his glory ; — there was to be here no longer any 
opposition or distinction between what belonged only to the 
world and what belonged to God. Thus also every day and 
all the days of the Christian's life were to be in like manner 
holy to the Lord. Hence Paul says to the Christians of Ga- 
latia, who had been misled to acknowledge the Mosaic law as 
obligatory, and to observe the Jewish festivals: 9 'But now, 
after that ye have known God, or rather through his compas- 
sionate love have been brought to know him, how turn ye 
again 3 to the weak and wretched things of the world, so as 
to wish again to be in bondage to them ?' He fears that bis la- 
bour among them, to convert them to Christianity, has been in 

1 The further developement of this view is contained in the section 
on doctrine. 

• Gal. 4: 9. 

9 Thus he speaks to those who were formerly heathen ; for although 
in other respects he places Judaism in opposition to heathenism, yet he 
regards as a common feature of both, the adherence to external form. 
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vain ; and this because they regarded as essential to religion, the 
observance of certain days as alone holy. 1 The apostle does not 
here contrast christian festivals with Jewish ; but ne regards this 
whole tendency to refer religion to certain dayt by way of pre- 
ference, as something foreign to the loftier stand of christian free- 
dom, and as belonging to the position of Judaism and heathen- 
ism. In a similar polemic respect, also, he expresses himself 
to the Colosstans,* against those who regarded the observance 
of certain festivals as necessary to religion, and who condemned 
those who did not observe them. And although he recommends 
to the Romans 8 forbearance towards those in whom the chris- 
tian spirit had not yet unfolded itself into true freedom ; he never- 
theless assuredly regarded this as the true christian principle, 
viz. To esteem every day alike ; to regard no day as peculiar- 
ly holy to the Lord. 4 

It Is worthy of remark, that in such passages Paul utterly re- 
jects the observance of every kind of festival, such as was re- 
garded among the Jews and heathen as in itself essential to 
religion ; and that at the same time he makes no mention of any 
similar days which were to be consecrated in a manner conform- 
able to Christianity, and not with such a religious bondage,—* 
christian festivals in an appropriate sense. Thus remote was 
Paul from the thought, that from the position of Christianity there 
codd be any days, which could in any way be compared with 
what was in the Jewish sense a festival ; that from this position 
there could be any day which was to be necessarily observed, as 
peculiarly consecrated to religious life. From such passages it 
might be inferred, that in the churches of heathen Christians all 
the days of the week still bore the same relation to religious life, 
and that every distinction of the one above another in this respect, 
was accounted as something foreign to the spirit of Christianity. 

Accordingly, no wholly certain and definite mention of the 
religious celebration of the first day of the week among the 
heathen Christians, is found during the lifetime of the Apostle 

1 Gal. 4: 10, 11. » Col. 2: 16. 

* Rom. 14: 1, 5 sq. 

4 The 3$ 6* xqirtt nwrmt i/ifyar v. 5, equivalent to the o p; yqwrnv 
tip tydqar, xvqhp ov tpQopfi, v. 6.— [More in accordance with the 
scope of the author's reasoning, and less liable to misapprehension, 
would he the converse form of the above proposition, viz. " To esteem 
emy day alike, to regard every day as alike holy to the Lord." — Ed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 JVeander on the Primitive Church. [Apbil 

Paul ; but there are two passages which might reridfer the ex- 
istence of such a custom probable. 1 

If Paul's direction to the Corinthians 9 on the subject of col- 
lections, be understood as referring to collections to be taken up 
in the church assemblies ; it would be clear from this passage, 
that the first day of the week was at that time especially devoted 
to such assemblies. But, strictly taken, Paul here only says, 
that on the first day of the week every one should lay up at 
home, iutQ iavtdji, whatever he could spare. This now may be 
so understood, that every one should bring with him to the as- 
sembly the sum thus laid up, in order that the individual contri- 
butions might be at once brought together, and so Paul find the 
collection ready on his arrival. But then all this must be first 
mentally supplied ; for which the connexion of the passage 
gives no necessary occasion. 3 And the whole may well be thus 
understood ; that on the first day of the week every one should 
lay by whatever he could spare, in order that when Paul came, 
each might have in readiness his contribution made up of the 
sums thus laid by ; and then the individual contributions being 
brought together, the collection of the whole church might be 
oompleted at once ; so that it might already be regarded as good 
as made. If this sense of the passage be adopted, it would not 
follow that special meetings of the churches were held on the 
first day of the week, and collections taken up in them. If then 
we could take it for granted, that independently of the influence 
of Christianity, and before this could have existed, the Jewish 
mode of reckoning by weeks had been introduced among the 
heathen of the Roman empire ; we should be able to find in tbe 
passage in auestion no proof whatever of any religious distinc- 
tion of the first day of the week. But since we are probably 
not authorized to adopt such an hypothesis, 4 we certainly have 
here cause to infer, that it was tbe religious observance or 
Sunday which occasioned it to be reckoned as the first day of 
the week. 

1 [It will be recollected, that the passage in Rev. 1 : 10, was written 
after Paul's death.— Ed. 

* 1 Cor. 16 : 2. 

3 On the contrary, the word SyvmvQl&r 1 Cor. 16 : % is agaift* it, 
and seems rather to imply the treasuring up by the individual hiflosef 
of the small sums weekly laid by. 

« See Idelert ' Chronologic,' Vol. I. p. 180. 
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h is also mentioned in the book of Acts, that the church at 
Troas had assembled oo Sunday and celebrated the Lord's sup- 
per. But the question may be asked, Whether Paul deferred 
his departure from Troas till the next day, because he wished to 
keep the Sunday with the church ; or whether this assembly, 
which otherwise would have been held on some other day, was 
held then, because Paul had fixed his departure for the following 
day. 

But in any case we roust not derive the origin of the reli- 
gious distinction of the first day of the week from the Jewish 
churches, but from the peculiar character of the churches among 
the heathen Christians ; and we may consider the course to have 
been as follows. When the circumstances of the churches did 
not allow of their assembling daily for devotion and to hold the 
agape or love-feasts, it became necessary,— although they might 
find in the nature of Christianity itself no necessity for such a 
distinction, and although as viewed from the position of Chris- 
tianity, all days were to be regarded as alike holy and alike con- 
secrated to the Lord, — yet on these special external grounds it 
became necessary to accede to such a distinction of some peculiar 
day, for the purposes of religious communion and worship. The 
Sabbath, which was celebrated by the Jewish churches, they 
did not select, both in order to avoid the danger of mingling 
what was Jewish and what was Christian together, which might 
in that case have so easily occurred ; and also because another 
relation lay nearer to their christian consciousness. Since the 
sufferings and resurrection of Christ constituted for them the 
central point for the whole of christian consciousness and of 
christian life ; since they regarded his resurrection as the foun- 
dation of all christian joy and christian hope ; it was natural to 
rive to the day with which the remembrance of the resurrection of 
Christ was thus associated, a special distinction for the purposes 
of religious communion.* 

• [It is no part of the Editor's intention to subjoin notes contro- 
verting the opinions of the author. These must stand or fall upon 
their own merits. But as the autbbr wrote for another community, 
wheretbe great current of national moral feeling, and also of theological 
optokm, flows in some respects in a different channel from our own, it 
it quite possible that expressions which there could not fail to be prop- 
erty estimated, might here be subject to misconception. On this 
ground I have already added occasionally a remark ; and the author's 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 35 
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If however a distinction was thus made in respect to ooe of 
the days of the week in the churches of the heathen Christians, 
it is still a matter of great doubt whether any yearly festival ex- 
isted among them. In one passage of Paul, 1 indeed, many bare 
thought thev found an allusion to a christian passover, to be cel- 
ebrated with a consciousness of its christian significancy, and 
with christian feelings ; but we are able to find in the passage 
only an allusion to the Jewish passover, in the celebration of 
which the Jewish Christians still united. As Paul wrote those 
words, the image of the Jews and Jewish Christians was before 
bis soul, who on the fourteenth day of Nisan searched carefully 
through every corner of their houses, in order that no particle of 
leaven might be suffered to remain. This now in a spiritual 

positions in regard to the Lord's day— -seem to demand also a similar 
caution. If we look carefully at the scope of the author's reasoning on 
this point, it will be seen to be directed exclusively against the idea oft 
transfer of the Jewish Sabbath, as a positive institution, to Christianity, 
—against that ' theocratic particularity' of Judaism, which connected all 
religious duties towards God with particular days, and left the remain- 
ing days of the week wholly to the world. In opposition to this, the 
4 theocratic universality' of the gospel elevates the whole of christian 
life to a state of constant devotion to God ; * whether we eat or drink 
or whatever we do/ it is all a serving of God ; and thus evert dat 
becomes a Sabbath, — the whole of the Christian's life is a Lord's dat. 
And when the first day of the week came to be observed as a day of 
rest from labour and of social religious worship and communion with 
God, it became so not from any special transfer of the Jewish Sabbath, 
but on other and higher grounds, viz. its being associated with the 're- 
membrance of the resurrection of Christ, the central point of christian 
life, the foundation of all christian joy and christian hope.' Such seem 
to be the views of the author ; and in these there is certainly nothing 
to detract from the dignity and authority of the Lord's day as cele- 
brated by Christians ; but, on the contrary, much that gives to it an 
elevation and sacred significancy far beyond that of any merely pos- 
itive institution ; especially when we consider that the observance of it 
was introduced and sanctioned by apostolic teachers, who are ac- 
knowledged to have acted in thingB relating to the church and to 
christian practice, under the influence of an inspiration from on high.— 
For the general views of Christians in Germany and other parti 
of the European continent, respecting the Lord's day, the reader 
ia referred to the Bibl. Repos. Vol. L p. 443 sq.— En. 

i 1 Cor. 5: 7. 
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sense, opposed to the merely external bent of Judaism, he ap- 
plies to Christians : ' Purge out therefore the old leaven, the 
Wen of your former nature, that which still cleaves to you of 
former corruption — in order that ye may be a new mass, repre- 
senting the renewed and sanctified nature of man,— -even as ye 
are indeed unleavened, i. e. purified through Christ from the leav- 
en of sin,'— just as Paul elsewhere also places the cleansing from 
an, the being dead to sin, in connexion with the death of Christ. 1 
1 For Christ indeed has offered himself as our passover ;' on 
which true paschal lamb, through whose sacrifice they were 
truly set free from sin, which could not be effected through the 
Jewish passover, they were ever to think. ' Let us therefore, 
as being cleansed from sin through Christ our paschal lamb, cel- 
ebrate the passover, not in the manner of the Jews, who put 
away leaven out of their bouses while they retain the leaven of 
former corruption in their souls ; but so that in purity of mind 
we may yield a mass truly cleansed from the leaven of sin.' In 
all this there is manifestly no reference whatever to a celebration 
of a christian passover existing among the heatben Christians; 
but simply the contrast between the keeping of a spiritual pass- 
over embracing the whole life of the redeemed, and the merely 
external Jewish passover. 9 * v 

In respect to the celebration of the two symbols of christian 
fellowship, baptism and the Lord's supper, the appointment of 
Christ himself was to be maintained and transmitted without 

1 This is doubtless the simplest acceptation of the words xa&<&$ ion 
ityioj, even as ye are unleavened, — even as redeemed ye are purified 
once for all from the leaven of sin, ivfirj rijg a/mQtlag. If however any 
one chooses, with Grottus, to understand the words after the analogy 
of the Greek aairog, Soirog, in the sense: * even as ye eat no leaven/ 
and make this equivalent to : ' even as ye celebrate the festival of un- 
lenened bread or passover,' the passage could still have reference on- 
ly to a passover spiritually understood. Otherwise, it would not accord 
with what is afterwards adduced as motive and ground ; and it 
would then also follow, that the heatben Christians had likewise ab- 
stained from leavened bread during Easter, which Paul certainly ac- 
cording to his principles could not have permitted. 

* If these words are to be referred to a celebration of the passover 
existing among heathen Christians, it would follow that tbey like- 
wise kept this festival at the same time with the Jews. In that case 
tbe rise of the later difference and controversy in respect to the time 
of keeping Easter, would admit of no explanation. 
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change ; and the peculiar shaping of the christian life in connex- 
ion with the church among the heathen Christians, could not ex* 
tend its transforming influence to them. We therefore recur in 
this respect to what has been already said above. In baptism 
the essential point was the entrance into fellowship with Christ, 
along with which consequently was included the being incorpo- 
rated into Christ's spiritual body, — the being received into the 
fellowship of the redeemed, into the church of Christ. 1 Baptism, 
therefore, in accordance with its characteristic feature, was to be 
a baptism into Christ, into the name of Christ ; and it can well 
be, that originally in the formula of baptism this alone was made 
prominent. The mode of immersion in baptism, which was 
practised among the Jews, passed over consequently to the 
heathen Christians also. This form was doubtless best adapted 
to express that which Christ intended to express by this symbol, 
—the merging of the whole man into $ new spirit and life. Paul 
however takes occasion to employ also what was accidental io 
the form of the symbol, — the twofold action of submersion and 
emersion, to which Christ in the institution of the symbol assur- 
edly had no regard. As Paul found in this an allusion both to 
Christ as dead and to Christ as risen, to both the negative and 
positive aspect of the christian life, — in following Christ a dying 
to all ungodliness, and in fellowship with him a rising again to a 
new and divine life, — he therefore made use here of what was 
accidental in the received form of baptism, in order thus alle- 
gorically to illustrate the idea and the object of baptism, in its 
connexion with the whole substance of Christianity. 9 

As now baptism signified an entrance into fellowship with 
Christ, it readily followed from the nature of the case, that a 
profession of faith io Jesus as the Redeemer should be made by 
the candidate at the time ; and in the latter part of the apostolic 
age, there are traces which point to the existence of such a cus- 
tom. 3 

1 Gal. 3: 27: 1 Cor. 12: 13. 

9 What relates to the more detailed developement of the dogmatic 
view, ia reserved for the section on doctrine. 

3 Not such, it is true, as are wholly and beyond all controversy cer- 
tain. The most express is 1 Pet. 3: 21 ; where however the interpre- 
tation may be made matter of question. If it be understood thus: 
' Question (intQarrifAa) as to a good conscience towards God through 
the resurrection of Christ,' we might infer it to mean a question pro- 
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Since baptism was thus immediately connected with a con- 
scious and voluntary accession to the christian fellowship, and 
Jahh and baptism were always united, it is highly probable that 
baptism took place only in those cases where both could meet 
together, and that the custom of infant baptism was not practised 
io this age. From the examples of the baptism of whole fami- 
lies, we can by no means infer the existence of infant baptism. 
One passage l shews the incorrectness of such an inference ; for 
k thence appears, that the whole family of Stepbanus, who all 
received baptism from Paul, was composed of adult members. 
Not only Would the lateness of the time when the first distinct 
mention of infant baptism occurs, and the long continued oppo- 

posed to a candidate at baptism, in order to ascertain, whether he be- 
ttered in the resurrection of Jesus as the pledge of the forgiveness of 
bis sins, and whether therefore in this faith he could think on God 
with a good conscience. But against such a view of the passage, 
Winer could justly object, that in this case, not the question, but the 
answer of the candidate must have been mentioned, as expressing his 
profession, his faith, which indeed was strictly the essential and saving 
feature. Still Winer's explanation, resting on a different sense of 
feffcftipfii, viz. ' the inquiry, longing, of a good conscience after God,' 
does not seem to be the most natural, although according to the Hellen- 
istic idiom bitqmifv tig can have this meaning ; as the passage cited 
by Winer shews, 2 Sam. 11: 7. Gramm. § 30. 2. n. p. 159. Had Pe- 
ter wished to say this, would he not rather have used the form intQ<*- 
TrftTtg ? And may it not also be said against this latter view, that the 
apostle, according to the analogy of the biblical mode of developement, 
would naturally make prominent as the saving qualification in baptism, 
not so much the longing after God, as the finding of God through 
Christ, the attaining to communion with him ? — After all, what Peter 
intends here strictly to designate, is only the spiritual character of the 
whole baptismal transaction, in opposition to a merely external corpo- 
real purification. This spiritual character could well be designated 
by the question proposed at baptism, which pointed to the spiritual 
and religious object of the whole rite ; and this question could prop- 
erly be made prominent instead of the answer, as being first in order, 
as that which preceded and called forth the answer. In this way the 
first view of the passage may be justified. — The second trace of such 
a profession of faith at baptism, is found in 1 Tim. 6: 12. But it is 
not entirely clear, that the apostle is there speaking of a profession of 
this kind. He may refer perhaps to a profession which Timothy, from 
the impulse of his feelings, had made at the time of his consecra- 
tion as the companion of Paul in the work of preaching the gospel. 

i 1 Cor. 16: 15. 
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sitton which was made to it, lead us to infer its non-apostolic ori- 
gin ;* but it is also in itself not probable, that Paul, who was so 
urgent in making faith alone the foundation and fundamental 
condition of everything christian, and who opposed himself s6 
emphatically to every kind of opus operatum — that Paul should 
have introduced or permitted a custom, which might so easily 
have been the occasion of transferring to the rite of baptism the 
illusion of a justification through external things, 0<x(>x*xa, against 
which, in its application to circumcision, the same apostle had 
ever so vehemently contended. The reasoning of Paul to the 
Corinthians 1 seems also to imply, that the children of Christians 
were not yet incorporated into the church by baptism; but at the 
same time, this passage speaks of a sanctifying influence from the 
intercourse and fellowship existing between parents and children ; 
through which influence the children of christian parents are 
distinguished from the children of parents not Christian, and in 
consequence of which they may in a certain sense- be termed 
o/#o, holy, in distinction from the axdtfapra, unholy, profane. 9 
Here now we find the idea, out of which infant baptism must 
and did afterwards develope itself, and through which it is to be 
justified in the spirit of Paul ; although on the grounds above 

* [The candour of the author leads him in another place to admit, 
that " in the absence of historical documents out of the first half of this 
period, [i. e. out of the two first centuries,] the absence of any distinct 
mention of infant baptism cannot testify against the antiquity of the 
practice." See Neander's Gesch. der chr. Rdig. u. Kirche, Bd. I. Abth. 
II. p. 549. The first distinct allusion to infant baptism is by Iren&us 
in the second century, who approves it ; Tertullian, in the latter part 
of the third century, seems to have been the earliest writer who oppos- 
ed it, yet without affirming or denying its antiquity. — Ed. 

* 1 Cor. 7: 14 

s The immediate impressions which result from the whole inter- 
course of life, and which in consequence of the natural feeling of the 
' dependence of children on parents, pass over from the latter to the 
former, exert a still deeper influence than the effects of instruction ; 
and these impressions can begin, before there is a capacity to receive 
such instruction as is to be appropriated with consciousness. These 
impressions connect themselves with the first germs of unfolding con- 
sciousness ; and for this very reason, the first beginning of this sancti- 
fying influence cannot, as to time, be specified. See the striking re- 
marks of De Wette, Theol. Stud. u. Kritiken, Vol. III. p. 671. 
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mentioned, it is not probable that be himself, under thx rela- 
tions in which he stood, actually introduced the custom. 1 

In regard to the celebration of the eucharist or Lord's sup- 
per, this remained, as in the first churches among the Jews and 
in accordance with its original institution, connected with a com- 
mon repast, in which all took part as members of one family. 
Of the abuses which arose in it, from the intermixture of an an- 
cient Greek custom with the christian celebration, we shall have 
occasion to speak hereafter, in detailing the history'of the Co- 
rinthian church. 

The gospel, in its annunciation among the heathen, found in- 
deed no such point of contact already developed in the expecta- 
tion of a Redeemer, in the person of the promised Messiah, as 
existed among the Jews. There was here no such uninterrupt- 
ed series of testimonies to a living, self-revealing God, upon 
which the gospel could attach itself as that which was announced 
and prepared before-hand through these testimonies, in like 
manner as upon the law and the prophets among the Jews. 
Nevertheless the annunciation of a Redeemer still found a 
point of contact in the universal feeling implanted in the very 
nature of man, the feeling of guilt and moral wretchedness, and 
in the consequent though dimly conscious longing for deliver- 

1 The words in 1 Cor. 7: 14, may be understood, it is true, in a two- 
fold manner. If with De Wette (I. c.) we understand the vfmr as di- 
rected to all Christians, — which certainly in this connexion and on 
account of the use of the plural may be the more probable, — then the 
apostle draws the inference, that the children of Christians, although 
Dot yet incorporated into the church, not yet baptized, were still in a 
certain known measure to be termed ayut, holy ; and this is De 
Wette's hypothesis. On this view, what we have said above in the 
text, readily follows as a necessary consequence. But even if we as- 
same, that Paul is here addressing only those who were living in such 
a mixed wedlock, and that from the sanctification of the children of 
rneh a marriage be argues back to the sanctification of the whole con- 
jugal relation,— a thought which certainly here lies nearer to the con- 
nexion, — then it would still follow, that Paul indeed pre-supposes a 
sanctification of the children through the connexion with believing pa- 
rents, although he does not derive this from baptism ; since the baptism 
of children in such mixed marriages could in many cases hardly take 
place. But if infant baptism bad been at that time practised, he could 
net then have called the children of such mixed marriages ayu*, holy, 
in the same sense as the baptized children of christian parents. 
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ance out of this condition ; and these feelings were now brought 
into livelier excitement through the circumstances of the times. 
The gospel indeed could not, as in its relation to Judaism, pro- 
claim itself as the fulfilment of that which already existed ; on 
the contrary, it had to stand forth in opposition against that which 
already existed, against heathenism as the apotheosis of nature ; 
and it could therefore here attach itself only upon those inward 
convictions of an unseen and unknown God, which lay at the 
foundation of such an apotheosis. On the other hand, there 
was here the advantage, that there could not, so easily as from 
the position of Judaism, spring up the temptation to regard 
Christianity only as a supplement to what already existed, and 
wholly to mistake the new spirit which pervaded it and which 
aimed at the entire transformation of the whole life ; for to the 
convert from heathenism, to whom Christianity presented itself 
in opposition to his whole former religious positiop, Christianity 
must necessarily appear as something wholly new, and destin- 
ed to produce a total transformation of life. Meanwhile, although 
Christianity could here at first present itself to the consciousness 
only in opposition to heathenism ; yet those Christians who con- 
tinued to live on in their former relations in the midst of heathen 
society, were so much the more exposed, in a practical respect, 
to infection from the heathen corruption of morals, before their 
christian life had become firmly established. And although it 
did not lie so near to their position as to the Jewish, to make out 
of faith itself an opus operatum, and thus to use it as a prop of 
licentiousness; still, such a misapprehension ever arose readily 
out of human nature itself, even without the intervention of Ju- 
daizing teachers. It is apparent, that Paul held it necessary to 
guard himself and to warn others against this tendency. 1 

Another peculiar danger also threatened Christianity, when it 
spread among the cultivated classes in those cities which were 
seats of Grecian learning. As here the love of science was es- 
pecially predominant, and outweighed all other propensities of 
human nature ; as also Christianity in respect to knowledge im- 
parted far more than heathenism ; and as in many points it co- 
incided with those forms of Greek philosophy which rested on 
an ethical basis, in their opposition to the former popular relig- 
ion ; it was therefore possible to make Christianity, in direct 

1 The wroi loyoh vain words, against which Paul cautions, Eph. 
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eootradictioo to its nature and destination, predominantly a mat- 
ter of science and transform it into a philosophy, — to subordi- 
nate the practical interest to the theoretical, and thus obscure 
the true essential nature of the gospel. But all this we shall 
hare opportunity to develope more fully and to present in more 
striking points of view, in the history of the further progress of 
Christianity among the heathen, and the history of the particu- 
lar churches established among them. We pass now to the 
second missionary journey of the apostle Paul. 



Ait. III. Hints and Cautions respecting thc Greek 
Article. 

By M. Stoart, Prof, of 8m. Lit. in tM Tbtol. Sea. Aooow. 

It may not be amiss, very briefly to suggest the reasons why 
I have given the title above to the following remarks. I call 
them Hint*, because it is not my present purpose to write a 
grammatical essay in extenso on the subject of the Greek arti- 
cle, in which I might endeavour to exhibit all its various phases 
and uses ; nor is it my design here to exhibit, in a formal way, 
even an abridged account of these, which might bold a place in 
an ordinary grammar. Preparation to write a work or such a 
nature in extenso, after the labours of Kluit, Matthiae, Middletoo, 
and others, must cost the labour of many years, in case the de- 
sign should be (as it ought to be) to add something to the stock 
of knowledge already accumulated. Such labour my duties 
will not allow me to perform ; and perhaps we shall see some 
reason to doubt, in the sequel, whether the subject itself is of 
sufficient importance to justify the laying out of such expensive 
effort upon it. But still, it is my intention to discuss, on the 
present occasion, some of the leading doctrines of the Greek ar- 
ticle ; and this discussion roust necessarily take a grammatical 
hoe, because it cannot be conducted in any other manner, so as 
lobe solid and satisfactory. 

I have added the word Caution* to the title of this essay, be- 
Vol. IV. No. 14. S6 
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cause of my sincere and full persuasion that the doctrine of the 
Greek article has very often been made too much of; for the 
presence or absence of this little word,, has been made the turn- 
ing point in some of the most important appeals that can be 
made to evidence, in the science 01 theology or philology. For 
example; Origen asserts, and after him a multitude of others 
have asserted, that in xa* &*6g rjv 6 Xoyog, John 1:1, too? can- 
not designate the great and supreme God, because the article is 
wanting, which (in case it designated God supreme) must be 
supplied. So qgain in Tit. 2: 1 3, the phrase inicpaweia tfjg (to'Jitf 
tov piyaXov &tov xal ootijgog ijficj* 'Jtjoov Xqhhqv, 
has occasioned great and long protracted controversy, by giving 
rise to the question, whether the omission of the article before 
oar^gog necessarily unites it to foot/, and makes both to relate 
to one and the same person ; or whether the language as it now 
stands, is grammatically capable of being understood in such a 
way as to make a distinction between &iog and aoinjp, the for- 
mer being applied to God the Father, and the latter to Christ bis 
Son. These are only a specimen of the questions that tbe 
Greek article has occasioned. Years of laborious effort have 
been devoted to some of these questions ; and, after all, with- 
out satisfactorily accomplishing the desired end. Much of this 
labour has, in certain points of view, been lost to tbe world ; be- 
cause a little more accurate knowledge of the true nature of tbe 
Greek article would have effectually shewn, that in whatever 
way tbe investigation might terminate, the labour would in some 
respects be in vain ; since tbe presence or absence of the article 
would, after all, decide nothing in a satisfactory way, so long as 
tbe usages of the Greek language would, in most cases, permit 
either, without any essential variations of the meaning. A true 
knowledge of this subject, I doubt not, would contribute greatly 
to narrow tbe bounds of controversy as it respects the declara- 
tions of the New Testament in several respects. Critics also, 
as well as theologians, would have less controversy than they 
have had, about many a various reading which has respect to 
the insertion or omission of the article. Those who reject with 
disdain this or that reading, because the article is present or ab- 
sent, as the case may be, might, in many instances perhaps, find 
that their disdain was more the progeny of unacquaintance with 
the nicer shades of Greek grammar, or at least toe laws of syn- 
tax, than of critical skill; yea, that in many a case, they 
making much ado about — nothing. 
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I do not expect that the reader will believe all this on the 
ground of my assertion; nor do I wish that he should. If he 
does not see reason enough, in the sequel, for such remarks as 
I have made, then let him cancel them, if not from this book, at 
least from his mind. I ask for no credit upon trust. I have 
been obliged, in stating my reasons for the title given to this 
essay, in some measure to anticipate what I deem to be the re- 
sult of its contents ; and when the reader shall have gone through 
with these contents, I ask him then to turn back, and read the 
preceding remarks again, and inquire whether I have presumed 
more than 1 have proved. 

It is one of the most singular phenomena that I know of in 
regard to language, that the Greek article has not yet received, 
as it would seem, a definition which is satisfactory to the great 
body of grammarians and critics. Nouns, adjectives, verbs, 
participles, and particles can be defined, and often have been, 
so that the great majority of those who speculate in these matters 
acquiesce in the den nil ion. The verb and participle might, per- 
haps, be made an exception to tbfs remark in certain particulars. 
Still, there is no controversy whether a verb is a noun, or an 
adjective, or other part of speech ; and so in regard to the par- 
ticiple. But in respect to the article, there is still a contest con- 
cerning what it is, or at least what it originally was and still sub- 
stantially is, although it may be employed with riore latitude by 
the later than by the earlier Greek authors. 

1 cannot do requisite justice to my subject, without entering 
into this part of it with some degree of particularity. In the way 
of illustrating what I have just said, let me produce some of the 
deGnhions which have been given by some of the most celebra- 
ted grammarians and critics. 

Aristotle, whom we might presume to be master of his own 
language, says : "4q&qoy it ion <pt»vrj aorjfiog, q Xoyov uQXn* 
tj riXog fj itopiofiov drjloJ, oTov to q>t]f*l xal to ntg I, *al td 
alia, i. e. the article is a sound without a signification, which 
marks the beginning or end of a sentence, or distinguishes, as 
when we say the [word] <pri?tl, the [word] ntgl, etc." Middle- 
ton remarks on this, that " he despairs of discovering in it any- 
thing to his purpose ;" and well he might say so, inasmuch as 
bis purpose was, to shew that the article is in all cases essentially 
a relative pronoun, which it would be difficult enough to find in 
the definition of Aristotle. He conjectures, however, that as the 
article is usually prefixed to the subject of a sentence, i. e. to the 
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nominative case, this may tally with the 6rst part of the definition, 
which refers, as is generally supposed, to the prepositive article; 
and the subjunctive article, og f r h o, which is essentially a rela- 
tive pronoun, is commonly used only when it is preceded by 
some phrase or declaration to which it .refers, and therefore may 
be said to 'mark the end of such declaration.' But the misfor- 
tune is, the prepositive articles are often found in the predicates 
of propositions, as well as in the subjects, and that the subjunc- 
tive article is far from being always placed so as of itself to mark 
the end of a clause or sentence to which it relates. 

But what shall we make of Aristotle's qtwtti aotjpog, a souni 
without a meaning 9 Are there any such words in any language? 
I am not aware of any. I know, indeed, that careless writers 
or speakers may employ many words that are superfluous and 
useless, so far as it respects the proper designation of what they 
mean. But this does not prove that there are any words which 
have of themselves no meaning ; it proves only that the ignorant 
and the unskilful may abuse language. 

One may here say, perhaps, that we must understand Aristotle 
as averring, that the article does not of itself designate any ob- 
ject, quality, attribute, action, etc. like the noun and adjective; 
nor, like the verb or participle, assert of these things any action 
or existence. But here again, where we seem to have obtained 
some light as to his meaning, we are met with the question: 
Which of all these does the preposition indicate ? And is this a 
part of speech without a meaning ? 

Does he design, then, to convey the idea, that the article, in 
and by itself alone, has no significancy, but is dependent on its 
noun, etc. expressed or understood, for any and all of its signifi- 
cancy ? Be it so; but how in this respect does it differ from the 
true and proper adjective, or the preposition, which in and by 
themselves alone have no proper significancy, being dependent 
parts of speech that show quality and relation only where tbe 
subject is expressed or understood to which they relate? If it be 
said, that the adjective often goes over into the noun, and so may 
have a significancy by itself; the answer is, that then as a noun, 
and not as a proper adjective, it has such an independent signifi- 
cancy. Besides, it is true of the article, also, that it often goes 
over into the demonstrative, and sometimes into tbe relative pro- 
noun, and has the same significancy with these words. And even 
the preposition in some cases is used in like manner ; as where 
the Greeks say ivajot avaotrftt, naga for nageifu, ins for 
fat art, evs for wears, vno for imoTt, etc. 
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Still, my apprehension is that Aristotle did design, by his 
***** iorjfiog to mark the usual fact, that the article in and of it- 
self has no proper significancy like to that of nouns and verbs. 
Bat wbeo we rigidly examine this definition, we find it to be de- 
fective ; for, in the first place, the peculiarity here noted applies 
to some other parts of speech ; and secondly, it is true, after all, 
of the article, that it does usually specificate the meaning of the 
words to which it is attached, or at least give them a meaning 
which may be called in some respects emphatic. 

With Middleton we may say, however, that we despair of ob- 
taining from the mighty master of logic and grammar, any just 
and adequate view of the nature of the article, by the definition 
which be has given. 

The celebrated grammarian, Apollonius Dyscolus, who flour- 
ished about A. D. 150, although he has said much of the article, 
has left us no express definition of it, by which we can learn his 
views exactly. He asserts, indeed, that articles and pronouns 
are different things, and yet, that if the article loses its noun, it 
then becomes a pronoun. Middleton avers, in respect to him, 
that ' be has many facts, for the most part corroborating the theory 
which he [Middleton] suspects to be the true one.' This may 
be so ; but the inquiry of most importance is, whether the Greek 
language itself corroborates this theory. 

Let us bear another celebrated Greek grammarian, who lived 
b tbe fifteenth century. I refer to Theodore Gaza, whose 
grammatical work was the source and exemplar of almost all the 
earlier Greek grammars in western Europe. "Tbe article," 
says be, " is a declinable part of speech prefixed to nouns. It 
is, indeed, divided into the prepositive and subjunctive ; but 
properly the prepositive only is the article." He then adds, 
(what is the essence of his definition,) nout t dvanoXrjour ngo- 
tjvmofiivov tov iw Ttj ovpta&h i. e. ' it serves to recall that which 
bad previously been known (or mentioned) in the discourse.' 

Here, indeed, we have one important remark, viz. that the 
prepositive article is the only real and true article. Why the so 
called subjunctive article should ever have been named otherwise 
than pronoun, it seems difficult to imagine. But we are not 
brought much in advance upon our way, by the rest of Gaza's 
remarks. It is a very limited part of the article's office, to refer 
merely to what has been suggested or recognized in previous 
dwourse. Even if the old rule of definition here — a potiori 
nomen fit — were applied, we should hardly be able to defend 
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the definition of Gaza. Morever, the relative and the demon- 
strative pronouns also serve to recall that which was mentioned 
or recognized in the preceding context ; and how does the defini- 
tion of Gaza serve to distinguish the article from them ? 

Mr Harris, who in his Hermes has written so many curious 
and in several respects interesting things concerning the philoso- 
phy of language, speaks of the article as being nearly allied to 
the pronoun, and remarks that they may be best distinguished 
by the circumstance, that " the genuine .pronoun always stands 
by itself, while the genuine article requires a noun for its sup- 
port." 

Lord Monboddo, who has speculated much and often to very 
good purpose on language, and who was uncommonly well versed 
in the writings of the Greek philosophers and metaphysicians, 
remarks, that " the article is of as subtle speculation, as perhaps 
any thing belonging to the language ; particularly as it is used in 
Greek." In this he was beyond all doubt correct. He then 
goes on to show, that " its office is different from that of a pro- 
noun of any kind, and that it deserves to be ranked by itself 
among the parts of speech." But after all, when he comes spe- 
cifically to define it, he makes it " the prefix to a noun, denoting 
simply that the noun to which it is prefixed, is the same with 
that which was before mentioned, or is otherwise well known." 
But these uses of the article are far from being the only ones 
which it subserves. The definition, therefore, is incomplete. 
Middleton objects to this definition, however, that ' it makes the 
article a distinct part of speech ; and that if it be tbu4 distinct, 
it is not conceivable that it should become a pronoun when (as 
Apollonius affirms) its substantive is dropped ; inasmuch as one 
distinct part of speech cannot go over into another.' But the 
correctness of this last remark will hardly be conceded. Does 
not an adjective often go over into a noun ? Do not the primi- 
tive prepositions, when they are joined in composition with a 
verb, become adverbs ? Do not formsof the infinitive mode very 
often become mere nomina actionis — simple nouns? What then 
is the difficulty in the case before us? Why cannot the article 
in certain cases, go over into a kindred class of words (to say 
the least), i. e. into a pronoun, although it be of itself a distinct 
part of speech ? 

From this brief review of the former ancient and modern 
definitions of the article, let us come to those of some of our 
cotemporaries, who are, or have been, great masters in criticism, 
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lexicography, or grammar. Dr Middleton, to whom I have al- 
ready more than once referred, published, some twenty years 
since, a treatise on the Greek article, which he entitled : The 
Doctrine of the Greek Article, applied to the criticism and illus- 
tration of the New Testament. In this he says, (p. 4 of the New 
York edit.) "The Greek prepositive article is the pronoun 
relative o, so employed that its relation is supposed to be more 
or less obscure ; which relation, therefore, is explained in some 
adjunct annexed to the article by the participle of existence ex- 
pressed or understood." His meaning is, for example, that 
o <f*X6ao<po$ is in all cases equivalent to 6 mv q>iX6ooq>og ; in 
which case d is the subject of an assumed proposition, «5* the 
copula, and q>iXooo<pog the predicate. According to him, theq, 
the article stands in all cases, in connexion with its noun, in a 
proposition which differs from one that has a verb, only as an 
assumptive proposition differs from one that asserts, i. e. as 6 aJy 
fdoaoipog differs from o ion ydoooyoe. 

To explain and defend this definition, he occupies twenty 
pages of his Essay. I have read this part of his work many 
times heretofore, and recently with all the attention that I could 
summon, and yet I feel compelled to say, that Aristotle's defi- 
nition which has been cited above, and with which Middleton 
finds much fault, is at least as intelligible to roe as that of his 
corrector. 

What is a part of speech " so employed, that its relation is sup- 
posed to be more or less obscure ?" Men employ language in 
order to clear away obscurity ; and they always complain of an 
unskilful or ill use of it, when it is so employed as to be obscure. 
The author, however, to do him justice here, means to say, that 
the relative pronoun o is so employed as to be anticipative, 
(which is sometimes the case with pronouns really relative,) and 
that die nouo anticipated, i. e. the noun to which the article has 
reference, is to be fully known only by the mention of it in the 
sequel. For example ; o, he who, (for so, if Middleton be cor- 
rect, we must translate it, when rigid exactness is applied to it,) 
stands with an uncertain meaning or reference, until ar&gomog, 
tpdoaoqpog, or some other noqn is supplied. In this way a kjn4 
of relative meaning is made out for the article, and op thi? 
ground the author in question calls it a relative pronoun ; con? 
trary to the great mass of critics ancient and modern, who; when 
they admit its pronominal quality, always wake U, in the maio, * 
demonstrative pronoun. Matthjae (Gramm, § 292) does, kn^ed, 
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adroit that the article is used for the relative pronoun ; but be 
limits this to the Doric and Ionic dialects and to the tragic poets 
only among the Attics. It should be noted, however, that this 
relative use which he thus admits, constitutes but a small part of 
the instances in which the article is employed. 

In fact, if we are to name the article a pronoun in all cases, 
we must evidently divide the generic denomination into several 
species, viz. into the demonstrative, the most frequent of all in 
ancient times ; the relative, which is less common, and some- 
what peculiar to certain dialects ; and what I would beg leave 
to name, the anticipative. The two former cases need no illus- 
tration ; the latter may be easily explained. When I say o f*- 
Xoooyog neonate!, without having made any previous discourse 
on this subject, the 6 in this case is anticipative -of some noun 
that is to follow. In one sense, if it be a pronoun at all, we may 
call it a relative pronoun ; for it has a relation to a noun which 
is to follow. But for the same reason we might call an adjective 
a relative part of speech, or a preposition, or an adverb ; for 
none of these are employed but in relation and subserviency to 
other words. Still, to confound an anticipative relation, ooe 
which in its own nature is so and always must be, with the idea 
of relative pronoun in the usual grammatical sense of this terra, 
does not seem to be throwing any light upon our subject. Id 
common grammatical parlance a relative pronoun always implies 
an antecedent, either expressed or understood. I admit that sen- 
tences are sometimes so constructed in poetry, and occasionally in 
prose, as that the relative pronoun holds a place actually before 
its antecedent. But it is, if I may be allowed the expression, 
only a physical place which it thus occupies. In the order of 
logic, of grammar, of sense, the antecedent of course must pre- 
cede the relative pronoun. That there are innumerable cases 
of the article, in which it is not relative in any other than in the 
general sense above explained, and not in the technical one, need 
not be proved to any one who reads the Greek language. In- 
deed Middleton himself admits, and even labours to prove, that 
the reference of the article is always anticipative (p. 19). Yet 
in this position, the whole matter can hardly be placed. When 
the article is actually used as a relative pronoun, (and cases of 
this nature are not unfrequent, Matth. Gramm. §292,) we may 
consider it as retrospective in the same sense as the relative pro- 
noun is, for it is in reality a mere relative pronoun in this case. 
In all cases where it is so used, we may indeed repeat the noon 
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to wbicb it relates; but then, this is never done by good writers, 
except for the sake of avoiding ambiguity in some peculiar cases. 

To call the article a relative pronoun, then, and yet to make 
k alirays anticipate, seems to be nothing more than to change 
the usual meaning of words, without gaining any serious ad* 
vantage. 

We must delay one moment on another part of Middleton's 
definition. He says that ' the relation of the pronoun [article] 
is more or less obscure.' I admit, indeed, that when the article 
is altogether anticipative, as when it stands at the beginning of a 
new discourse, chapter, or paragraph, if the speaker or writer 
should stop with his o, and suspend further declaration, no one 
else would be able to tell what noun should be supplied in order 
to make out the sequel. In such cases, I admit also, there would 
be more or less obscurity. But in the very numerous cases like 
the following, viz. y niarig vfi&v y ngog tov Oeov, what obscu- 
rity is there in the reference or relation of the second n ? Cer- 
tainly none at all. It is just as certain that this belongs to nlatig 
implied, as it is that the first n belongs to niarig expressed. So in 
tmg <pvla7g raig iv ttj iiaoitopqt, in irjg dianovlag trig eig dyi- 
ng, in ro7g dStXcpolg'tolg /£ tdvuv, and a multitude of the like 
cases. If it should be said that the article is here, in the second 
instance where it occurs, a relative pronoun ; this will make no- 
thing in the way of vindicating Middleton's assertion. He con- 
tends for its relative nature always and everywhere. But bow, 
io such cases as the above* the more or lest obscure is to be 
made out, I am not aware. Never were any cases of relation 
more plain, definite, and certain, than those of the repeated ar- 
ticle above. 

Pass we, now, to some other definitions. Let us examine the 
brief one exhibited by Passow in his masterly lexicon of the 
Greek language. "The article," says he, "represents its noun 
as a definite object, which is not blended with other individuals 
of the same kind, but is made prominent merely as an inde- 
pendent particular thing." This definition, of course, he intends 
for the article when conjoined with a noun, as its prepositive. 

It may be said, now, in relation to this account of the article, 
that it does not reach the whole extent of the case. The pre- 
positive article surely is not limited to those cases only where in- 
dividuals belonging to a species are specificated. On the other 
band, innumerable cases occur, where it is prefixed to a noun 
which designates a whole genus; e. g. ol mp&Qmnot, ol detol, ol 
Vol. IV. No. 14. 37 
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JUmot, etc. So almost all abstract noons take the article, as k 
would seem, for the very reason that they are generic ; e. g. q 
«V* f1 ?i V (pdoooipim, 17 aduila, tf ducaseoi/if?, etc. Then, agin, 
the article is very often used m the case of renewed mention of 
a thing, where, in the first instance, the same thine was men- 
tioned without the article, and where the noun itself is no more 
specific in its actual meaning in the one case than in the other. 
Whatever ground there is of its being specific, the basis of this 
lies in the fact, that in the second case there is a reference to its 
having been once named ; and the article in this case has princi- 
pally a demonstrative rather than a specificating power. For 
example ; Matt. 1 : 20, ayytXoc kvqIov (without the article), as 
angel of the Lord, but in v. 24, 6 SyyeXoc mvqIov, the angel ef 
the Lord, viz. the angel, or that angel before mentioned. 

Passow, therefore, has given us only a partial account of the 
Greek article, in his definition of it ; and this may be said with 
equal truth respecting the exhibition of its uses in his lexicon, 
although this exhibition is distinguished in several respects for its 
acuteness. 

Bretscbneider, in his lexicon of the New Testament, has gifen 
for substance the same definition, although in fewer words* 
" Articulus . • • ubique ponhur, ubi aKquid vet definite cogitatur 
vel enuntiatur, vel su& naturft jam definha est. 19 But is not 
Jxvxpatrjc a definite subject ? Are not 4ho$, xvptog, Xpunis, 
naxta, afoxla, dntatoowri, definite subjects 5 definite in their own 
nature, and definitely conceived of? And yet these and a host 
of other like words often appear without the article. What be- 
comes then of the "ubiqtie ponitur" of the author? Not to 
mention that the definition of the use of the article is quite too 
narrow for its limits. 

The definition of that great master in the science of philo- 
sophical grammar, Philip Buttmann, is almost exactly the same 
as that of Bretscbneider, and was probably the one which tbtf 
latter author had in his eye, when be penned his remarks upon 
<>> V» rd, in his lexicon. It runs thus : "The prepositive article 
is annexed ... to every object which is to be represented as 
definite, either by means of the language itself, or from the cir- 
cumstances." To remark on this, would be only to repeat what 
basjust been said. 

Come we then to Matthie, the 6 now of all Thesawr*t-m*> 
ken in Greek Syntax. It is seldom, indeed, that be will be 
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found tripping in these matters, to which he has devoted a roost 
laborious life. "The article," says he ($264), " serves to 
show, that the noun with which it is connected, designates a def- 
inite object among several of the same kindi or a whole species." 
This last clause is an important and essential addition to the def- 
imiioD of Passow and others* But there seems to be still a defi- 
cieocy b the definition ; for what is the meaning of definite? Does 
be mean that the object must of course be monadic ? Certainly 
■ot; as the sequel of his remarks abundantly shews. He after- 
wards telk us, that when a person or thing is defined by attri- 
butes, qualities, circumstances, office, station, etc. the article 
nay be employed in naming those things which serve as an crp- 
fdUtwe to distinguish them ; e. g. 6 y*ga>p, 6 yegaiog, 6 ayadoq, 
•itpwrat, d piyag, 6 ***mp, etc. It would be difficult perhaps, 
to iotnxhice all these qualifying particulars into a definition ; but 
they might at least be adverted to, so that the reader would be 
pot oa bis guard against excluding them. 

It might abo be asked: Do not the thousands of cases in 
which adjectives and participles (when not used as nouns) take 
the article, deserve consideration in a definition of this part of 
speech? In what sense is a definite individual or a genu$ 
narked, when the article is thus employed ? That there is spe- 
cification of some sort, in such cases, I do not call in question ; 
07 only difficulty is, whether the definition before us comprises it. 

Frederic Roet, who has made a very useful summary of 
Greek grammar, and especially of its syntax, has not given a 
formal definition of tbe article in any one passage ; but be has 
givea an account of its usages in such a way, that we may ea- 
«% gather his definition from it. According to him, " it marks 
t particular individual belonging to a species; or it designates a 
paua, when k is regarded as a simple totality (without reference 
to individual parts), or when it is viewed in the light of antithesis 
to is opposkes ; and finally, whatever word designates special 
coodhioo, attributes, circumstances, or relations, may take the 
vticle. Of the first part of the definition, no example is needed. 
Of the second we may give o* aWtyomo*, ol uexol, etc. for the 
fit* particular ; for tbe second particular, we may take o ndX- 
«W ovx a**v xirdupcpp, 17 ii ttQiQrq dnhdvpog, i. e. * war is not 
without perils, but peace is not perilous.' Now if the first part 
of this sentence were to be asserted, without subjoining or 
meaning to subjoin the second or antithetic part, the form of it 
would be anarthrous, i. e. without the article ; as noktfioG ov* 
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ioriv apiv Kivduva)*. The article then has in some cases, jet, 
in many, an emphatic and antithetic power and design. 

As to the last part or the definition, it may be easily illustra- 
ted. Examples may be found every where, such as o pgm, 
6 oocpog, 6 Tt&vrjxaig, 6 nkovotog, 6 rA^fico*, etc* In a word, 
any designation which marks peculiar condition, circumstances, 
relations, qualities, actions, etc. may take the article, and thus be 
rendered in a certain sense emphatic, f or specially worthy of notice. 

We seem to be making some progress by the definitions of 
the two last named writers. Perhaps it would be difficult to 
produce a definition, to which one might not make as many ob- 
jections as he could raise against that of Host. I am well aware 
hovy much easier it is to pull down than to build up, in matters 
like that before us. If the reader should insist upon it now, 
that, after criticising so much on the definition of some of the 
great masters of Greek literature, I am myself under obligation 
to offer a definition which would exclude the faults on which I 
have animadverted, he would summon me to a task which I fear 
would not be satisfactorily performed. I have no pretence to 
hope that I should succeed, where those who are so greatly my 
superiors have failed. My full persuasion is, that more time and 
study are requisite in' order to do justice to this subject, than 
either myself or others have yet bestowed upon k. That "truth 
is the daughter of time," seems to be applicable to this matter, 
as well as to some other matters of greater importance. 

It seems to have been the conviction of Scaliger, that little of 
terra Jirma could be won, by efforts upon the Greek article. At 
least, when he called it loquacissimae gentis flabeUum, we may 
suppose him to have been in an attitude of mind not unlike to tbe 
one attributed to him. This is, to be sure, a summary process 
with the whole matter ; but not one which is adapted to give 
much light, or excite to much inquiry. 

If I were to describe the office of the Greek article in tbe most 
generic terms that are admissible, I should say, perhaps, that ( it 
is a declinable part of speech, intended to serve the purposes of 
specification, either on account of individuality, or of quality, 
condition, or circumstances. 3 Adverbs, adjectives, and partici- 
ples (used as adjectives,) may qualify ; but they oan hardly be 
said to specify. Pronouns, personal and demonstrative, rosy 
specify individuality, but they are not used for other specifica- 
tions in the same manner as the article. It is true, that tbe ar- 
ticle often serves a purpose like that which they subserve ; and 
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then, when the article aad pronoun are both used, they render 
still more specific and emphatic the word with which they are 
vaited. For example ; iv ixtivri rij nt**Q<f is more intensive 
than iv r*J yfitgq. But there are innumerable cases where no 
prooouo could serve the same purposes of specification as the 
article. Io respect to ol aetol, oi Svftgamoh etc. it is plain that 
the sense would be entirely changed by writing ovioi atioi, ov- 
to* ar&Qotnohor ixtivoi aetoi, ixtivot Sv&gamoi, etc. In the last 
ease there would be inevitably a reference to dnol or Sp&Qwnot, 
express or implied, which had already been brought to view. 
But when the article only is employed before these nouns, this 
boot necessary. It may indeed be employed in case of the 
npeated mention of a thing ; but it may also be employed where 
a genus or an individual is specified, to which no reference has 
jet been made ; and employed for the purpose of distinguishing 
an 'individual or a species in some respect or other, either on ac- 
count of individuality, or of relation, attribute, circumstances, etc. 
It answers, therefore, many a purpose which demonstrative pro- 
nouns do not ; and consequently is not to be confounded with 
tbem, although, since it often approaches so very near to the same 
me with theirs, it not un frequently is said to put on their nature. 
The proper article always serves the purpose of specification 
io some respect or other. When we say *? ho'Aic, it refers either 
to the metropolis of the country, or to some neighboring city to 
which the mind of speaker and hearer is most naturally turned, 
or else to some city that has already been adverted to in previ- 
ous discourse. In the last case, there is a near approach to the 
ancient demonstrative use of the article, of which so much is 
said by many of the recent grammarians and critics. The dif- 
ference, iu such a case, between the city 1 mentioned and that 
city I mentioned, either in Greek or English, would be little or 
nothing, excepting in the mere form of expression. And so, in 
ay the cases where an individual belonging to a class is distin- 
guished by the article, it is of course specification. 
-M is equally so when a generic noun has the article; e. g. ol 
«f*W, oi oWfyomo*, etc. Here ol dezol is not distinguished from 
ether deroi; for such there are not, the designation dnol itself 
eomprisio animals. But yet there is speci- 

fication in is in the other; for olaevol, gen- 

etically considered, is a totality that is monadic or one, and as 
such it is distinguished from other classes of birds or any other 
animals. As a genus it is just as distinct among other genera. 
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as v no'JUff designating an individual city is distinct from other 
nolite. It is the logical conception, then, i. e. the idea of gen- 
eric totality or unity, which the ankle marks, whenever it is pre- 
fixed to nouns in the plural that have a generic signification. 
Such a genus, taking into view^ the manner in which the mind 
conceives of it, is just as. mncb specific as a single individual is. 
The same law, therefore, m regard to the use of the article, evi- 
dently applies to each. And from this it results, that generic 
nouns may be anarthrous, whenever the idea of specificating is 
not in the mind of the speaker or writer ; and this, whether thejr 
be in the singular or plural. For example ; in nolepog ovx 
tovw apcv xivduvwr, the word nokipog is intended to mean, not 
war specifically, or in distinction from something else, but was 
of any kind or at any time, i. «. any war whatever. Bat in 
the phrase, © noltpoe ov% avtv Kirdvrwv, 17 di efainj auipiuitog, 
war is specifically conceived of in distinction from /fence, and 
therefore the article becomes necessary in order to specificate. 
Thus also in the plural, ovsos nanonosel drtgwifovs, this no* 
abuses mankind, i. e. any man or all men with whom be is con- 
cerned, or (in other words) he is a habitual abuser of his feUow- 
men. But ovxog xaxonoiei rovg aWtyomou? would mean, that 
this one abuses the man or the men, who bad already been men- 
tioned or referred to, or who for some reason were already mark- 
ed out or specificated in the speaker's mind. 

In the same way may we explain the use of the article in such 
cases as ydgmv, 6 apiarog, 6 tAif/iarv, etc. Here the individual 
who is distinguished by such an appellative, is conceived of bv 
the mind as distinguished by the attribute or quality to which 
these names (and others like them) refer. He is therefore spe- 
cificated by the article. It is not individuality merely, as consti- 
tuted by being one among a class of the like beings, which the 
article is employed to mark. Any attribute, quality, office, con- 
dition, relation, or circumstance, may also be marked by the use 
of the article, whenever either of these is designated by an ap- 
pellative significant of it. 

On the like ground we may account for the usage of the arti- 
cle in other cases. When employed before a neuter adjective 
which becomes an abstract noun, as to koXop, to uuhqw, etc. it 
is in reality used with a generic noun having the sense of totality, 
and therefore (when thus considered) of unity ; and moreover, 
in all such cases there is a particular specificating power in the 
article, inasmuch as it serves to distinguish toe quality or attribute 
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Hie article is also put before the Infinitive mode, when this is 
employed (which often happens) as an indeclinable noun, or ft 
wsmtn aciwnis vel passionis. But the principle in this case of 
employing the article, does not seem to differ from its common 
usages. The nomen actionis from its very nature is abstract 
and generic; and whenever the genvs of action designated by it 
is intended to be marked in distinction from other classes of ac- 
tions, or in such a way as to make it emphatic, then the article 
may of coarse be regularly employed. 

Finally, the article is employed by the Greeks, when tbey 
cite a word, or a sentence, or a clause of a discourse, or use a 
word simply as such, without any reference to its signification. 
For example; to 'JSUag, the word Hellas ; to a, the letter Alpha ; 
"Then, said I, one thing yet remains, ro f ^v mlam/iev vpag, o>? 
gpn *&**$ *<p*ip**$ [which is] this, [viz.] if we can persuade you 
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that it is expedient to dismiss us >*" " What else means thw say- 
ing, to, ovx t%oi o jv %g^omfiai role koyo$g, [viz. the saying] that 
ovk t%a* k. r. A." In these cases the demonstrative nature of the 
article is apparent ; and, of course, its specificating power is 
quite plain. We might solve these and all other like cases, by 
the supposition that the article is used elliptically, i. e. that 
some noun to which it belongs, aud which is naturally supplied 
by the mind, is implied. The like happens in cases almost with* 
out number ; e. g. o (Pdinnov the [son] of Philip, nopmoibi 
eigtfjv 'jikeldpdgov to go into the [country] of Alexander. Very 
often such nouns as ncug, vioe, GuyaitiQ, goipa, oiuia, 6d6g,ypt- 
P°, XQ&vos, tpyov, npayna, etc. are omitted, while the article sup- 
plies their place. Or we may solve them, by taking the whole 
clause that follows to as constituting what is equivalent to a noun. 
But in all these cases, the nature of the article itself appears to 
be the same, and the use of it to be subjected to its ordinary 
laws. 

In illustrating my views of the nature of the Greek article, I 
have, almost unconsciously, gone over nearly the whole exteot 
of its usage. I advance these views, however, without any over* 
weening confidence in them. I know too well, from past expe- 
rience and from the example of others, on what slippery grouad 
I am treading ; and that while I may seem to have made out 
some plausible theory to my own satisfaction, a disinterested aod 
acute observer may find cases which will at least aeem to coo* 
tradict the principles that I have assayed to explain and defend. 
Be it so. I shall still have the consolation, if my effort should 
call forth any sound criticism on the subject that will abide the 
test of thorough examination, of having contributed, even by my 
errors, to the advancement of knowledge in respect to the Greek 
idiom. I can only say, that no one would more sincerely re- 
joice than myself, in such an effort on the part of any one who 
does not accord with my views. 

Before I quit, however, the general subject respecting the na- 
ture of the Greek article, I must add a few considerations which 
seem to be of importance. 

In all the languages of which I have any knowledge, the parts 
of speech are essentially the same, the article only excepted. 
Their use, moreover, is substantially the same. In all languages 
we find nouns, verbs, adjectives, participles, adverbs, preposi- 
tions, conjunctions, and interjections. The form and derivation 
of some of these parts of speech, are indeed somewhat diveis* 
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Io some languages a latitude, for example, is given to adverbs, 
which is not found in others. But I do not see how a language 
can exist, unless it has in substance, if not in form, all the parts 
of speech just named. By usage then, at least, they are essen- 
tial parts of speech. 

Not so, however, with the article. In Latin there is no such 
part of speech. In Syriac and Cbaldee it can hardly be said to 
exist. Yet the Hebrew, the Greek, the English, German, 
French, Italian, etc. make it a kind of indispensable constituent. 
There is something singular in this phenomenon, and it deserves 
oar attentive consideration. 

It is clear, from the examples of the Latin, Syriac, and Cbal- 
dee, that the article b not an essential part of speech. The de- 
monstrative pronouns in these languages, do indeed serve to 
wpply to a certain extent the de6ciency of the article. lUe % 
iste f hie, etc. in Latin, will of course cover that part of the ground 
belonging to the Greek article, which is occupied by its demon- 
stratwe power. But aquilae Ulae would answer but poorly to 
siatzoi, when used merely as descriptive of the genus of the 
bird in question. The eloquence of Cicero and all his power 
over language could not enable him to translate adequately and 
y«£)r, into his own mother tongue, the simple words ol istol. 

Another circumstance, moreover, deserves especial consider* 
stioo. This is, that no two languages which do employ the ar- 
ticle, are throughout like to each other in their mode of employ- 
ing it. The Greek introduces it in many cases where the 
Eoglish does not. The same is the case with the French and 
German. No two are bound by the same rules. Indeed there 
is so much that is idiomatic in each language, in respect to the 
use of the article; that an Englishman or American will find him* 
self, in endeavouring to write or speak any of these foreign lan- 
guages, as often in fault with regard to the article as in respect 
to any other circumstance whatever. 

All the preceding considerations taken together serve to shew, 
that the article is not an essential part of language ; nor, in cases 
where it is employed, is it always subjected to the same uses, or 
at least it is not in all cases deemed to be of the same, or even 
of any, importance. The Greeks used it often where we do not ; 
yea, where the idiom of our language absolutely forbids it. 

Further light may be cast on this part of our subject, which is 
very important to our purpose, by considerations drawn from the 
teptf ueece of Greek authors. The assertions of ancient and 

Voi.. IV. No. 14. 38 
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modern critics in regard to its use in Homer, are well known. 
So long ago as the time of Aristarchus, it was believed that the 
article of Homer is always a demonstrative pronoun ; for that 
crkic asserts this. (Matth. Gramm. § 264, 5.) Wolf, Koeppea, 
Heyne, Buttmann, Rost, Passow, and many others, assert the 
same thing. Heyne indeed goes so far, that when he finds cases 
in Homer that will not bend to this theory, he calls in question 
the genuineness of the reading, or rejects the verses which ex- 
hibit them as spurious. Wolf, however, after making the like 
assertions in his Prolegomena to Homer, revokes his decision in 
a note to Reitz de Prosodia (p. 74) ; where he says: "Pio- 
guius quaedam scripsi de Homerico usu articuli, etc" Middle* 
ton (c. ii. § 1), and Matthiae (Gramm. § 264. 4, 5) have assail- 
ed the opinion of Aristarchus and the late critics ; and, as 1 must 
believe, with most convincing evidence on their side. The poet 
says, II. u, 11, Ovpina rov Xgvctfp r\xl^r\^ apiyTjJpa, where 
Heyne, Buttmann, and others, translate xov Xgvotjp by that 
Chrytes. But, as Matthias very justly observes, on this ground 
the poet must be supposed to appeal expressly to something as 
well known, independently of his poem ; which is as little con- 
gruous with the manner of bis poem, as with historical narration. 
So again, II. <p' f 317, ta nv%ia xedct, Odys. (>', 10, rov &h*9 
dvorrjvov, Odys. /, 378, 6 pdzlog iXaiopog, that beautiful ar- 
mour, that unhappy foreigner, would give, says Matthias, a 
streak of modern sentimentalism to the passages; and that 
olive-wood would designate a particularity which would be alto- 
gether incongruous, since every one knows what wood is meant 
The numerous examples be produces of the ordinary usage 
of the article in the Iliad and Odyssey, in § 264. 4 of his Gram- 
mar, it would seem, must put this long agitated question to rest, 
if rest could ever be given to critics on the father of epic poetry. 
Still it is not so. Passow explains them all away thus : tw 
Sqiotov him — the bravest, top dvorffpop him — the unfortunate, 
oi ikkoi they — the others, etc. In like manner do Buttmann, 
Rost, Heyne, and others, explain the same phenomena. Bat 
what is plainer than that, on the very same ground, one may 

S'ect the article from Plato, Xenophon, or any other Greek au- 
or, always making it a pronoun personal, relative, or demon- 
strative, and its noun a mere epexegesis, put in apposition with 
it ? Is this arguing philologically ? Or is it forcing our way 
through, in spite of all obstacles, in order to support a theory? 
One thing is conceded on all hands, viz. that poetry employs 
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the article much less frequently than prose ; tbat the oldest 
poetry employs it least of all; and that poets not Attic, seem to 
bare omitted or inserted it almost at pleasure. Buttmann (§ 124. 
Note 4) asserts, that the use of it among them was altogether a 
miter depending on their own choice. 

How can all this be true, if the article is an essential part of 
speech? I am aware, indeed, that poetry takes great liberties ; 
in particular that poetry which depends for its rythm on the 
quantity of syllables. But are none of the liberties of poetry 
allowed to prose ? Does not tbat part of prose which approaches 
oear to the language of conversation, take the same liberties 
which abound in the latter ? We may very reasonably believe 
this; and we may also believe, that among other liberties taken 
bjr speakers and writers, that in respect to the article, which is 
» common in poetry, may also have been taken in prose, espe- 
cially in such pieces as exhibit conversation-style. 

The insertion or omission, then, of a part of speech not abso- 
lutely essential, cannot be expected to be fixed by the same cer- 
tain laws which govern the use of the essential parts of speech. 
If poetry could omit or iosert the article at pleasure, and yet sa- 
crifice nothing of importance in regard to its perspicuity and pro- 
priety of language, we may well expect to find something of this 
in prosaic usage. The sequel will show that such an expecta- 
tion is not without some solid ground to rest upon. 

I beg the reader's indulgence, while I make one more remark, 
which may serve to cast some light on the facts which will be 
presented in the sequel. This is, that the definUeness or distinc- 
tion of an object cannot be rationally supposed to be always de- 
pendent merely upon the real definiteness or distinction of that 
object in itself considered, either in regard to its individuality, or 
in respect to its attributes, relations, or circumstances. If the 
writer or speaker merely imagined or supposed it to be definite, 
or distinct, or intended to represent it as distinct, he would of 
coarse speak in the same manner as though it were really so. 
What be supposes, imagioes, or intends, is reality to him. His 
ntbjtetive views are to him as objective ones. Hence it is not 
enough, in any particular case, for us in order to exclude or in- 
troduce the article in any text of a writer, to show merely what 
was reality in regard to' the distinctness or the specificness of 
any object named by a noun, but we must be able also to per- 
ceive the state of the writer's mind, and to tell what views be 
had of the distinctness of the object in question, before we can 
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venture to say, with any good degree of certainty, whether be 
inserted or omitted the article. A due regard to this matter 
would probably compose not a few disputes of critics, about the 
insertion or rejection of the article in many a passage of Greek 
authors. 

We shall see, moreover, that in a multitude of cases the e$- 
nntial meaning of a passage is not at all affected by the pres- 
ence or absence of the article. So it is in our own language. 
When I say : * Sight is more perfect than any of the seoses/ 
does this differ essentially from the assertion : * The sight is more 
perfect than any of the senses ?' Certainly not. Still there is a 
slight difference between the two cases. The sight is more spe- 
cific, and therefore more emphatic (in one sense of this word), 
than sight. The two assertions differ a little in the coif«a*, 
while, if I may be allowed the expression, the person is the very 
same. And why may it not be so in Greek ? It is undoubtedly 
so; at least if the reader doubts it, I hope to overcome his doubts 
before I finish the present discussion. 

The way is now prepared to commence the execution of the 
main purpose of this essay. I am in the sequel to shew, that the 
article, as we might expect from the general survey which we 
have taken of its nature, is very often inserted or omitted pro 
lubitu scriptoris ; at least, that so far as we can discern, the use 
of it is much more extensively left to the judgment, feelings, 
taste, or peculiarity of writers, than has been generally supposed 
or admitted. If this can be shown, the important bearing that it 
will have upon criticism in respect to the text of Greek books, 
and also in respect to doctrinal controversies about the mean'rag 
of particular passages, must be very evident. 

It would carry me quite beyond the bounds of an essay, de- 
signed for a Miscellany like the Biblical Repository, to notice 
in succession all the instances in Greek, where the article, when 
apparently in the same circumstances, is sometimes inserted and 
sometimes omitted. Enough, if I bring to view all the great 
and important principles that respect the usage of this little word, 
and summarily glance at the rest. 

I must make one other remark. The reader is not to sop- 

Sjose, where I produce but few examples, that only a few can be 
bund. I purposely limit myself in most cases to a few clear 
and plain examples, in order that I may not tire his patience. 
When I deem it important, I shall point out the books, where be 
may find examples in greater abundance. As my object is not 
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a controversial view of the article, I purposely refrain from fre- 
quent reference to those books (such as that of Middleton and 
others), that treat of the article, and lay down rules, often with- 
out any exception or modification, which are here called in ques- 
tion or contradicted. My object is rather to inquire what is true, 
than to show that others are in the wrong. 

i. One of the first and plainest rules respecting the article is, 
that it is prefixed to names of monadic objects, i. e. objects that 
exist singly and of which there is but one, or at least only one 
that from the nature of the case would probably be thought of. 

Examples may be found on almost every page of Greek, in 
the New Testament and elsewhere ; 6 rjkioe, n ytj f 17 dt%ouoovvrj 9 
to £ya&6v, etc. To establish the principle, that the article may 
be inserted in such cases, needs not any effort. Even the roost 
common observer of Greek idiom must perceive it. 

Yet wide as this principle reaches, and extensive as is its sway, 
directly the opposite principle reaches almost equally wide, and 
has a sway scarcely inferior. I begin with the New Testament 
far the proof of this ; for this, the reader will continually keep in 
mind, is the main object of my present inquiries. 

Here then a multitude of monadic nouosmay be fouad, which 
occasionally are without any article ;^e. g. of concrete nouns or 
names of actually existing objects, as jfAto?, yrj, ovpavog, GaXaooa, 
wit, <*T°Q*> «/?<>?> &*og, nvtvpa a/to*, natijg, (**yg 9 ngoowtov, 
aadqoia, dtimov, Qavatog, &uga, vopog, vtngoi, *6opog f £ga, 
«p£jy, xvgios, didffokog, etc. Whether such nouns as <*gxv> <*>$<*, 
and some others are really concretes or not, is of no consequence 
to oar present purpose. The principle is equally clear in re- 
gard to undoubted abstracts ; e. g. dixatoouvtj, aydnt], nlorig, 
sox/o; nUovelia, dftagzla, etc. I have not subjoined the places 
where these are to be found in their anarthrous state, because 
every one's Greek Concordance* and for the most part his Lex- 
icon, will so readily supply them, that I do not deem it of any 
importance to mark them here. 

What shall we say now to this great law of the article, viz. 
that monadic nouns demand it ? What can we say, when the 
usage is almost equally divided, and in not a few cases predom- 
inant on the anarthrous side ? Let the reader examine the cases 
in which the article is sometimes inserted and sometimes omitted, 
without any imaginable difference in the idea to be attached to 
the noun itself, and then he will himself be satisfied, that the ar- 
ticle in such cases is inserted or omitted mostly pro lubitu scrips 
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torts. When the writer wished to make the definiteness of the 
monadic object named, more obvious or more striking, be added 
the article ; when he was satis6ed that the word itself was as 
specific as he wished it to be, he omitted the article. Bat io 
many of these cases the reason must have been subjective and 
not objective ; for it is in vain that we look for the grounds <rf 
his decision in the nature of the thing itself. 

Nor must the reader suppose these apparently contradictory 

Principles to belong only to the Greek of the New Testament 
"hey are widely spread through the circle of even the very best 
classical Greek. " When the noun," says Matthiae (Gramtn. II. 
p. 545,} " is of itself sufficiently specific, so that no distinction 
from other like things is required, the article may be omitted ;" 
i. e. one might almost be tempted to say, the very reason why 
the article is demanded, is the reason why it may be omitted ! 
And yet to say this would not be quite correct. The simple 
truth seems to be, that the names of specific and definite objects 
may be distinctly marked by prefixing the article, if the writer 
or speaker pleases so to do ; but if (for brevity's sake) be 
chooses to omit it, there is no hazard in doing it. The usages 
of the language permit him so to do. 

This, indeed, gives a different view of the matter; one like to 
a multitude of cases in our own language. If I say : " Tbesiebt 
is more perfect than any sense ;" or, " Sight is more perfect 
than any sense ;" either is good English, and either conveys ray 
meaning with about the same force. All the difference thai I 
can perceive is, that the one is more specific thin the other in the 
mode of its diction. When I say the sight, I indicate that I am 
viewing this sense directly as compared with my other senses, 
and therefore thus distinguish it; when I say sight merely, com- 
parison is not indicated by this expression, but merely by the 
sequel of the sentence. These are, indeed, some of the nice 
shades of language ; but they are not the less real because they 
are nice. 

So again I may say : " The thing I desire," or, " The thing 
which I desire." The former is indeed elliptical ; but who will 
forbid ellipsis, especially in poetry, and conversation, and indeed 
in all that requires breviloquence ? Whether I insert or omit the 
which, makes no important difference whatever in the sense. 
When inserted, you may say that the sentence is more exactly 
put in full grammatical costume. 

If the reader, now, will apply the substance of such principles 
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as are concerned with these and the like phenomena, to the case 
immediately before us, he will cease to wonder at the presence 
or absence of the Greek article, in cases such as those that have 
been specified. Of one thing, however, he must be duly adver- 
tised before I shall consent to let him go. This is the wide ex- 
tent of the principle in question, in the language of the Greeks. 

Wide indeed is the range of monadic objects, concrete or ab- 
ftract, which may receive or reject the article, as the writer on 
the whole judges best. It embraces all the great objects in na- 
ture or art that are single; it comprises all the names of arts, 
sciences, trades, peculiar employments, virtues, vices, affections; 
yea, all the proper names of specific objects, whether of men, 
animals, or any other thing. Hence we have no difficulty when 
we find Plato saying iv q>i£oooq>ia C&aw, Phaed. p. 68 ; or 
Xepopfapa asserting, igyaoiav itvui xal inioxtifirjv xgarlartjv, 
fimp/lav y Oecon. 6. 8. All is easy of solution, too, when we 
fiod such nouns as Inmxy, pavuxq, etc. anarthrous; and so 
the large class of nouns like dixaioovvtj, ouxpgoovpt], agezij, *<*- 
sue, axolaoia. dtoQ* etc. in such writers as Xenophon and Plato. 
So likewise ]iovag%la^dri(jiOxgaTla t and the like; wo- 

Ug 9 aygog, < e nature of the case shews what city or 

field is mea wo*, 7iar»Jp, ywr\ % naldeg, paodtvs, and 

a multitude of the like things, when from the connexion in 
which they are mentioned, they are plainly of themselves spe- 
cific, may take or omit the article at the pleasure of the writer. 
So in Plato's Phaed. pp. 68, 69, owygoavvri, dixtaoovvn, etc. with 
and without the article. In some cases it is omitted, even where 
the noun is made as specific as^ possible by an epexegetical 
clause ; e. g. vvv yog vnig xpvx^v twv vptctgav 6 ayotv, xal 
inig yqg l» y *q>vu, xal vnig oUxmv^ iv oTq ixgaq^u, xal mgl yv- 
vmxwv di xal xixvwv. Here ipvxjiv, yfa oixtov, yvvaix&v, and 
xixvtiiv, are all as definite as possible, and yet not one of them 
has the article. The passage is in Xenophon's Cyrop. 3. 3. 44. 

In a multitude of instances which are of this nature, the form 
without the article, and this moreover in case of a monadic ob- 
ject, is even the law of the language. Thus iv xvgty in the 
New Testament, in such phrases as oi iv xvgly\ thus tv <pdooo- 
<pia £yv 9 iv ooyia ngaxxnv, and almost all cases where the noun 
is used 'in a kind of adverbial way. So too among the Attics, 
tyuo&a* faovg, to believe in the gods ; while Euripides says, 
Hec. 800, xovg faoug tjyovfii&a. The reason is, that he wishes 
to pve a little more definiteness than was usually necessary, to 
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the appellative faovs. How much Zersplitterung the observ- 
ance of this simple and widely extended principle would bare 
saved Middleton, Wahl, and some others, in their exceedingly 
numerous canons respecting the article, must be plain to every 
considerate reader. 

Proper names have often been the subject of much remark. 
The more general principle seems to be, that in.cases of original 
mention they are without the article ; and in cases of renewed 
mention, the article is added. But here exceptions to both prin- 
ciples may be found without number. For example ; the gen- 
ealogical catalogue in Mali, i, inserts the article throughout when 
a name is first mentioned, and omits it when the name is repeat- 
ed ; as 'u4pQ(*dfA iytpvtjo* zov 'load* ' 'Joadx di lytwvqQi top 
VaKcJ/9, x. r. k Middleton says, that "this is wholly foreign 
from the Greek practice." It may be, that no example like 
this in a Greek genealogy can be produced ; but then the form 
of the Greek genealogy is different, and more like to that in 
Luke. But as to the principles here exhibited, a multitude of 
examples may be found in Greek to justify the insertion and the 
omission of the article. No law of the language is trespassed. 
If the writer of the genealogy in Matt, i, wished, in each east, 
to specificate in a particular manner the son of each individual 
named as a father, he has chosen an effectual method of doing 
this. Having once done this, he chooses, it would seem, to 
omit any further specification as unnecessary. And this be 
might do, without transgressing any law of the Greek language. 
Undoubtedly he might have chosen the opposite course, had be 
thought it expedient. What remains then, except that tbe arti- 
cle was inserted or omitted at tbe will of the writer ? 

And so in a multitude of cases in tbe New Testameot, in 
Homer, Herodotus, Tbucydides, and others, in respect to proper 
names of persons, or of countries, towns, etc. In the New Tes- 
tament, however, the names of countries more usually take tbe 
article. Yet J7yvnio$ never has it ; and in many otner names 
the usage is variable. The names of towns more often exclude 
the article ; yet here there is no fixed principle, even in regard 
to the same words. And as to the names of persons t there is 
confessedly no rule that can be laid down. 

How large a proportion of all the words which may receive 
the article, is included in nouns that are properly monadic, it 
would be difficult to say. It is perfectly evident, however, that 
a very wide circle of words come within the descriptions above 
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named. la respect to all these, any decision by a dictum ma- 
gistri, whether the article is to be admitted into the text or re- 
jected, is altogether aside from the proper sphere of criticism. 
As the article may, so far as the nature of the Greek language is 
concerned, be inserted or omitted, so the question whether it 
belongs to this word or that, when designating a monadic object, 
must be a question for the most part of mere fact, viz. whether 
the best Codices admit or reject it. Decisions on grounds a 
priori, or from the genius of the Greek language, or by virtue 
of high critical skill, would seem, one and all, to be out of place. 

It is equally plain, also, that nothing important in an exeget- 
ical point of view, can, in cases of such a nature, be built upon 
the presence or absence of the article. The amount ol all 
which can be said, is, that the writer or speaker who employs it, 
has given a specificness to his phraseology which is intensive ; 
while the definite nature of the noun itself would have author- 
ized him to omit the article, if he did not wish to render prom- 
inent the specificness in question. I do not aver, that a peo- 
ple of so nice a taste as the Greeks, had not their right and 
their wrong, in respect to the use of the article in most cases. 
But much of this seems to be within the province of rhetorical 
taste or Aesthetics, than within the province of exegesis. That 
their best writers differ so much in the use of the article ; nay, 
that the same writer differs oftentimes with himself, is evidence 
enough that no inconsiderable portion of the ground occupied 
by the article depended more on the will of the writer, than on 
an imperious law of the language itself. 

2. Intimately connected with the principle already developed, 
is a sec n Greek syntax. This is, that when a 

word is *rly definite by some adjunct connected 

with it, ** muy uuhki v, dispense with the article. 

A Genitive case following a noun, as r^toa ogytjg ; or a pro- 
noon personal or possessive, as ngoomnov pov, oog natyg; 
also some adjectives, like ngciirj, etc. and so of some other 
words ; manifestly render the object with which they are con- 
nected spec\ pie ; f}f*iga ogyrjg is, from the very 
nature of th shed from other kinds of days, such 
as days of stc. and even from common days 
that are not d. So izgootanov fiov is individually 
specific ; as is oog natrjg t tjfieg* ngdrtj, etc. We might expect, 
therefore, that according to a common principle of the Greek 
language such definite nouns would take the article. And so 
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they often do ; and we may even say, that they more usually 
take it. But still, as has been explained under No. 1, the very 
fact that the adjuncts in question render the noun specific, is the 
reason why the article may be omitted. 

Thus Matthiae states the principle in bis Grammar, $265. 
He remarks, also, that nouns coupled with the pronouns de- 
monstrative, ovtog, odi, ixelrog, often take the article ; which, in 
such a case, renders their specific nature still more prominent. 
But in this case also, he adds, the article is often omitted, at least 
in poetry. Of this he produces examples ; viz. xovdt apdgig, 
ovtog (xvyg, etc. In prose, when the demonstrative precedes the 
noun, the latter usually takes the article ; and such seems to be 
the New Testament usage, nearly if not quite throughout, where 
ttviog is used as a pronominal adjective. But when the demon- 
strative follows the noun, the latter may omit the article; e. g. 
xiptjaig aiitfj, aitla avtrj, inl yr\v rqvde, etc. At least this idiom 
is often employed in the classic writers, although I do not find it 
in any incontrovertible reading of the New Testament. 

The cases in the New Testament, where the article is in- 
serted before the noun coupled with an adjunct that renders it 
definite, are to be found every where. Thus I open my Greek 
Testament at Matthew in, and find in quick succession, tmg 
ttpigaig ixelpatg, tjJ igt]fi(o tijg 'lovdalag, 17 fiaoiXsla t&p ovqo- 
vup, Tijp odov xvgiov, rag tgiftovg avtov 9 to tvdvfia avtov, njr 
6o<puv avtov, ij rgocfTj avtov, tag apagtlag aviojp, x. r. X. But 
examples just the reverse of these, in respect to the article, are 
to be found in abundance; e.g. Matt. 17:6, inl ngoownof 
avtov. (So Sept. Is. 49 : 23, inl ngooamov tijg yijg.) Luke 1: 51, 
iv Bgaxlovi avtov. Eph. 1:20, iv de£ia avtov. Luke 19 : 43, 
o'no otyVaXpoitp oov. 1 Cor. 2: 16, vovp xvgiov. Luke 2:11, 
tig noXip jdafild. 2 Thess. 2 : 2, ip ypcgq tov Xgioxov. Acts 12: 
10, qvXaxyp ngdttjp ; and so in a multitude of cases noted by 
Winer in the third edition of his New Testament Grammar, 
§ 18. 2. 

Nor does this belong to any negligence or want of skill in the 
New Testament writers. The classic Greek exhibits the same 
phenomenon ; e. g. negl xaraXvotwg trig orgatlag, Xen. Cyrop. 
VI. 1. 13; ip xataXiots tov fiiov, id. Apol. Soc. 30; inltt- 
Xivty tov (Nov, id Mem. I. 5, 2; fliop avtdiv, Lucian, Scyth.4; 
mo pyxovg rwn od&p, Strabo, XV. p. 719; and so oftentimes 
elsewhere. 

The reader will observe, that in a great many of these cases 
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the noun by itself is definite and specific ; yet in others it is not, 
but merely of a generic nature, and becomes specific only by 
reason of the adjunct. When, however, it is specific, whether 
by itself or from some extraneous cause, the article may be in- 
serted or omitted. I will not say that it is a matter of entire 
indifference whether a writer insert or omit it. This I should 
hardly be willing to admit. But thus much we may say, viz. 
that unless the writer wished to make specification emphatic, he 
was at liberty to omit the article. No essentially different mean- 
ing is conveyed in either case ; it is only a modification of the 
decree of specificness which is marked. 

We have now considered, under the two heads above, a great 
proportion of the cases in which the Greek article is employed. 
Both these heads belong essentially to the same category, so far 
as the principle respecting the insertion or omission of the article 
is concerned. They differ from each other, however, in this 
respect, viz. that No. 1 exhibits only cases where the noun is in 
hs own nature specific ; while No. 2 embraces other nouns of a 
different nature, and the specific nature of the noun is here con- 
sidered principally as determined by its adjuncts. 
. The importance of the principles developed under these two 
heads, will be more distinctly seen when we come, in the se- 
quel, to make an application of them to some contested cases 
io the exegesis of the New Testament. 

3. In roost treatises on the article we find it laid down as a 
rule, that the subject of a proposition must have the article^ and 
the predicate omit it. 

So much, no doubt, is true with respect to this canon, viz. 
that the subject is, much oftener than the predicate, a specific 
and definite thing or agent. In a multitude of cases the object 
of a proposition is to shew, that a particular subject belongs to 
this or that class of things or persons ; in which case of course 
the subject would take the article and the predicate omit it. 
But the insertion or omission, in these cases, depends not at all 
oo the mere fact that a noun is the subject or predicate as such, 
but on the simple fact whether the writer means to specify or not, 
b either case. Consequently we may expect, that if in any in- 
stance he wishes to make a specific predicate, he attaches the 
article to it. Thus in the New Testament ; oviog iortv 6 r*x- 
xon, Matt 6:3; ix(7vdu tort to KOivovvra, Matt. 7 : 15 ; oviog 
iexiv 6 nXtjQOPopog, Matt. 12 : 7 ; 17 di nixga rjv d Xgiaiog, 1 
Cor. 10 '. 4 ; *J dpaQiIa iozlp tj a'po^ia, 1 John 3 : 4 ; *j dvva(Ai$ 
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rijc dfiagxlag 6 vdpog, 1 Cor. 15 : 56 ; avxog ioxiv ij tig^rn np**> 
Eph. 2 : 14 ; and so in cases very numerous, as fully established 
by Winer, §17.5. In some instances the very same construc- 
tion in respect to definiteness exhibits and omits the article; e. 
g. John 8 : 44, or* [o d&dfioXog] %pivoxrjg iozl xax o naxr$ «ii- 
xov. Mattbiae remarks, also, that in some cases it is a matter 
of indifference, whether the article be inserted or omitted in the 
predicate ; as [miosu Beoporjp] gov tgyop, or aov xovgyov, I e. 

TO iQfOP. 

So far, then, is the alleged rule from being universally true, 
that the reverse, in a certain sense, is true. The predicate, or 
the subject, takes or omits the article with equal certainty, when- 
ever the nature of the case is such as to require it. Proposi- 
tions in which both omit it, are very common ; e. g. ninon 
rgtjpdttov per gov ap&gwnog ' *aXog &ijoavgog nag dvdgl onotr 
duly %dgig 6q>HXo(*ivtj. In other cases the subject may omit tbe 
article and the # predicate take it > e. g. eigrjpr} tori rdyadov (to 
dyaftov ') xovx' avxo iy xoXaolg ioxip * xovxl to xgdpiov i? 'EX**] 
lax tv, where, however, the subject also has the article. 

Glass and Rambach long ago called in question the rule that 
we have now been examining ; and Winer and Matthiae have 
most fully shown how small a claim it has upon our acknowledg- 
ment. 

4. A fourth principle usually laid down in respect to tbe article, 
b, that an appellative subjoined to another noun by way of appo- 
sition, when it is asyndic, i. e. without a conjunction before it, 
takes the article. 

That such is the usual fact I admit. But the rule itself needs 
much limitation, before it can be called even tolerably correct 
If the object of the appellative, i. e. the word put in apposition, 
is to specify and distinguish the preceding noun as only an indi- 
vidual belonging to a class which is designated by the noun in 
apposition ; or to shew that the attribute, quality, or office desig- 
nated by the noun in apposition, is appropriate only to tbe per- 
son or thing in question ; then tbe word in apposition takes tbe 
article; otherwise, not. Thus, for example, % u4yginnag 6 0+ 
oiXevg, '/(oavvTjg o^fianxioxjg, and in the classics, KvaligriS & 
xov Aoxvdyovg na7g, ITixxaxog 6 MuiiXt)vaiog t etc. Examples 
may be found every where, so that it would be superfluous to 
exhibit more. In the first example here, Agrippa is named the 
king, because he is thus distinguished from other individuals, of 
the same name ; in tbe second, John is called 6 panxioxyg, be- 
cause the office of baptizing was appropriate in a specific manner 
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to him. In these and alj the like cases, the object of the noun, 
adjective, participle, or whatever it may be, which is put in ap- 
position as an adjunct designed further and particularly to des- 
cribe the individual or the thing already named, should take the 
article, in order to answer fully the intention of the speaker or 
writer with regard to the design of specification. 

But if a word is added in the way of apposition, when the 
writer has no particular purpose of specifying, but only a gener- 
al dne of giving without emphasis an appellation that is often or 
usually bestowed, then the noun in apposition does not take the 
article ; e. g. 'Hrjgodotog 'Alixapvaooevg, Sovxvdidtjg 'Atoi^ 
rahg, Bgirvog IhXaxwp fiaodevg, etc. In the New Testament 
we find the same usage ; e. g. JXfuov ftvgotvg, Acts 10: 32 ; "Av- 
m xgoqvjtig, Lnke 2:36; Taiog Atgfialog, Acts 20: 4 ; 7l/?c- 

¥'ov Aaioagog, Luke 3: 2 ; Oagad fiaodiwg, Acts 7: 10, etc. 
be omission of the article in such cases does not destroy the 
designation of individuality ; for in each of these cases that fully 
remains. But the writer, when he omits the article before the 
adjunct, shows that be does not intend to give any peculiar prom- 
inency to that adjunct. He names it in order to remove doubt 
as to the person intended ; but he omits the article, because be 
does not wish to urge upon the reader's mind the particular con- 
sideration of the attribute, etc. designated by the adjunct. Thus 
we may translate JSipov fivgoevg, Simon a tanner, i. e. who was 
one of the class of tanners ; and so in other cases, Anna a 
prophetess, i. e. one who belonged to this class of persons ; 
Gains one oflKe Derbaeans ; Tiberius one of the Casars, etc* 
All that need to be said in these and the like cases, is, that the 
writer did not mean to be particular in specification. 

It is plain enough from these examples, how much the rule 
trader examination must be modified. But we have not yet 
done with the subject* We may go a step further, and say that 
examples may be produced, where just the reverse of the prac- 
tice which the rule recognizes, takes place. In all the cases 
hitherto adduced under this head, the reader will perceive, that 
the original or first noun, to which an adjunct is made, or with 
which another word is put in apposition, omits, or (we may say) 
rejects, the article. Buttmann (§ 124. 3) says expressly, that 
' the article is always omitted [in the proper name,] when that 
proper name is followed by a more definite attribute with the ar- 
ticle.' This may be true ; and, so far as my observation goes, 
is true. But if he means that the adjunct itself always has the 
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article (for this is the general fact,) and that the proper name 
which precedes, is of course destitute of it, this will not abide 
the test of examination. Homer himself, at the very outset, 
presents us with a usage which is just the reverse of this : Ou*t- 
kcc to if Xgvotjv liilpyo aQtiiijpa, II. a. 11. Here Xgvorjv hu 
the article, and the adjunct d^tfjga is without it. Butyoujnay 
say: This is poetical license. I answer in the negative; for 
Herodotus, Thucyd ides, and Xenophon exhibit the same usage. 
For example ; 6 "A\v$ notaftog, Herod. I. 72, 75 ; inl rw JTV 
glaw nOTctftov, Thucyd. VI. 50; inl top Zafiaww Tiorafiov, Xeo. 
Anab. II. 5. 1. Not uulike is 6 &rjg Ki'vxavyog, in Soph. Trach. 
1 162. In this last case, we may say that Kivxavgog is used with 
the liberty so common to proper names and monadic objects, as 
explained under No. 1 above. In the other cases, the proper 
names with the article, are very speciGc. The addition of noxor 
fiog merely would, to all intents and purposes, be speciGc enough 
to distinguish Halys (for example) from any lake, town, etc. of 
thesame name. And this seems to be all that the writer aimed 
at. Or we may regard the whole as a kind of compound name, 
(such as we form in English when we say derivation-ending, 
termination-change, etc.) and the article as standing before 
this composite noun. 

The reader must begin by this time, if not before, to suspect 
that there are few rules concerning the article, which do not ad- 
mit of modiGcation and exceptions ; or rather, which do not 
imperiously demand them. In the case just reviewed, bow oftea 
must the insertion or omission of the article depend entirely on 
the subjective view and intention of the writer ! If he designed 
to make the adjunct attributive a matter of speciality, and to 
render it prominent to the reader's mind, he gave it the article ; 
if he did not, he omitted the article ; while the real nature of 
the noun and its adjunct might in either case remain the same. 
What is this, but saying that the article in such cases is very 
much dependent on the will of the author? And who can pre- 
scribe a law for this ? 

From the consideration of nouns added by way of explana- 
tion and put in apposition, we may naturally advance to the ex- 
amination of other words added with the like design and placed 
in similar circumstances. These may be adjectives, or partici- 
ples, or nouns connected with prepositions, or in the genitive 
without them. Let us examine these in the order suggested. 

(a) The adjective is often placed between the article and the 
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Doon which it qualifies ; e. g. o* aya&og Sy&gunoQ, 6 ooyog /Ja- 
oUifc, if fityaXt] noXtg, etc. In this case the noun and its ad- 
junct (adjective) are virtually made one, and but one article 
therefore is required, where the article is employed. But dif- 
ferent from this, in regard to the mode of structure (if not of sig- 
nification,) is the case, when the adjective, as is very common, 
is put after the substantive ; as 6 Sv&Qwnog 6 dycc&og, 6 /?ao*- 
Uvg 6 ooyog, ij noXtg rj ptyaXrj, etc. In this latter case, there is 
a kind of apposition, altogether of a nature similar to that which 
exists, when one noun is put in apposition with another. And 
here the principle that the adjunct, when an adjective, should 
take the article if the noun has it, is very general; most gram- 
marians say, universal. 

Yet there is some doubt hanging over this canon, notwithstand- 
ing the ingenious efforts of Buitmann and others to explain it 
away. In 1 John 5: 20 we have ij fwi} aioiviog, although with 
variation of Mss. In Luke 12: 12, Griesbach and Schott give 
to fdp npevpa ayioy instead of to ydg ayiov ninvfia. In 1 Cor. 
10:3 we have an undoubted reading of the like kind, vfc. to 
mvto Pgojpa nriypatixov — to avzo nopa nvtvuctxixov. In Gal. 
1: 4 we have too ivtoxtotog aiwvog novfjgov. Winer solves these 
last examples, by saying that ( the adjective and the noun flow 
together into one word.' But this is rather cutting the knot, 
perhaps, than untying it. We might better say this, when two 
nouns come together like 6 "AXvg noxctftog, or when an adjec- 
tive is manifestly designed for close connection, like the case of 
tj fuyuXti noXig. I am unable to see any good reason here, why 
BMVfiatixo* and novrjgov would have a different meaning, if the 
article were placed before them. 

Examples of the like nature occur in the classics. In Soph. 
Oedip. Tyr. 526, we find 6 fiimg tovg Xoyovg xpkvdiig X*yu. 
Mattbiae (§ 277. 6) says, that we are to translate this in the fol- 
lowing manner : ' The prophet utters words, which are false. 9 
That we may so translate it, is no doubt true ; that we must, is 
less certain. And in like manner he solves the numerous cases 
of this kind, which he produces from the classics. So Butt- 
mann also (§ 125. Note 3) resolves the like phenomena. In 
cases such as oXtjv tijv vvxra, !%h tov ntXtxvv olvxaxov, he holds 
the adjective to be a kind of predicate of the sentence, so that if 
we were to translate, the night which is whole or the whole, the 
axe which is very sharp, we should then, and then only, come 
very near to the meaning of the Greek. 
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But not to insist here, that between a very sharp eat and <m 
axe which is very sharp, there is at least no very great difference, 
certainly not an assignable one, what shall we say to the sugges- 
tion which is involved in this theory, viz. that the article which 
serves almost every where to render words definite and emphatic, 
would here deprive adjectives of the emphasis, which Matthiae 
and Buttmann assign to them when they are without the article? 
I can indeed imagine, that in pronouncing the words towtiAhw 
6£vraro*, the speaker may pause a moment, after uttering *&- 
xw, and then throw emphasis into bis voice when he utters 
o^vtaroy. In this way, I suppose the repetition of n&tnvt bjr 
the mind would naturally be suggested, and o'li/raro* may agree 
with this implied noun, and may, as we have seen under the 
preceding head dispense with the article. But that the mere 
fact of omitting the article should make the adjective emphatic 
in its meaning, or give it a speciality of meaning by making k a 
predicate, is somewhat difficult of explanation. What is the 
meaning of oAiyvas a predicate, in oXrjv ri}* *i/xr«t 

I should deem it arrogance hastily tc pronounce sentence 
against the decision of such judges in respect to a question con- 
cerning Greek idiom, as Matthiae and Buttmann. But if we 
may resort to analogy in the case now before us, where shall we 
find one to justify the idea, that the omission of the article ren- 
ders the meaning more emphatic or energetic ? And if I rightly 
understand the object to be attained by making the adjective a 
predicate in the cases above, it is this, viz. that a special force 
of assertion or emphasis is thus thrown upon the adjective. 

But Buttmann has adduced other examples, which seem to 
speak more favourably for his mode of representation, than those 
which I have presented above. He says, that ijforo inl nkov- 
oIoiq toTg noXUaig does not mean : " He rejoiced on acconot of 
the wealthy citizens," but, " He rejoiced on account of the citi- 
zens because they were wealthy." So too, in' axgoig ro7g ope- 
0* does not mean: "On the mountain tops," but, "On the 
mountains where they are highest." In this last case one is 
tempted to ask, Where then are they highest, except at the 
tops 9 It might be said, indeed, that there are, on most ridges of 
mountains, higher and lower summits ; and that to say on the 
mountain tops might mean some of the lower ones. But who 
in speaking of the top of the White Mountains would think of 
any other peak than that of Mount Washington ? Or who in 
speaking of the tops of the Andes, would think of any other sum- 
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i than those of Chimborazo and some of its compeers ? This 
example, therefore, does not seem to make much for the object 
od account of which it is adduced. 

As to the other, one might say, indeed, that there is a differ- 
ence between rejoicing on account of the wealthy citizens, and 
rejoicing on account of the citizens because they are wealthy. In 
the first case the expression might indicate, that the rejoicing 
was (for some cause or other not explained) merely with, or on 
account of, that class of citizens who were wealthy ; in the other 
it might mean, that the rejoicing was because the citizens in gen- 
eral had become wealthy. But is not the meaning of such an 
expression rather to be explained by the context, than by the 
mere force of the words themselves? In the case before us, 
Buttmano does not give the source of the expression, and there- 
fore I cannot resort to the context for examination ; but from 
the very nature of the case I venture to say, that previous narra- 
tion of some kind or other explains the manner in which the 
phrase quoted is to be understood ; and I venture also to add, 
that it is rather on this ground, than on that of the omission of 
the article, that the exegesis in question rests. My reason is, 
that there are cases presented by Matthiae, and by Buttmann 
himself, and also some exhibited above which are contained in 
the New Testament, where we are either obliged to forsake the 
idea of making an adjective a predicate simply because it is an- 
arthrous, inasmuch as the sense will not bear it, or else where 
the meaning is scarcely, if at all, modified by such a procedure. 
May we not make the probable inference, then, that the expla- 
nation of such cases, as presented by Buttmann and Matthiae, is 
at least exposed to some doubts that are not easy of solution ? 

If the reader begins to think that some apology is due for 
dwelling so long on what he may deem one of the minutia of 
Greek grammar, I regard it as sufficient to say, that when any 
ooe ventures to call in question the opinions of such men as Butt- 
mann and Matthiae, respecting a point of Greek idiom, he is 
bound by a sense of decorum to give reasons for taking such a 
step. 

(b) Participles, one would naturally expect to follow the rules 
either of adjectives or of nouns with regard to the article, when 
they constitute an adjunct to any substantive. And such is in 
general the fact. But when participles put on the simple nature 
of nouns, (a case which is very frequent,) then they are of course 
treated as nouns ; and the reader has only to look back in order 
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to see the general principles by which in such cases they are 
governed* For example ; o nagafap 9 6 omlgesp 9 etc. are by 
usage mere nouns indicative of particular agents. A very large 
class of participles, are those which are used as attributives,'}, e. 
words which designate some quality, action, station, condition, 
etc. that distinguish a particular class of men ; e. g. eiolp ol lt- 
yorttg, there are thou who say ; ovd ' 6 vnagfawp ov4? 6 *<»Xv- 
oo*p naga, no one is present who will help or hinder, Soph. Elect 
1 197. Here we might translate, the sayers, the helper, the Aia- 
derer ; although the English would scarcely be tolerable. Bat 
the idea is given by such a version ; and at the same time the 
reason is shewn, why a certain class of participles may be called 
attributives. Now when they become so, and when tbey thus 
appropriate certain actions, qualities, condition, etc. to a partic- 
ular individual, or to a particular class of men, we may of course 
expect them to follow the rules of speci6cation, i. e. to take tbe 
article as a general thing. Examples besides those already pro- 
duced, may be found every where ; e. g. on piXXo^y 'jMyrwo* 
alguo&ai top igovpta, that the Athenians would choose thi 
speaker, i. e. the individual who is to make the address ; while 
in English we should more usually say, a speaker. So *l%t tout 
ovpna&^ooprag ' %aktmuT*QOP . . . svgeJp row povkopt'povg io* 
%hv, ij pup tovg prjdip fooptpovg. In tbe New Testament, ex; 
amples offer themselves every where ; e. g. ptxazid*o$e anotov 
uaXtouvioq vpag, Gal. 1:6 ; xsvig tiotpol xagaaoopxeg vpig,(hL 
1: 7, a striking example, inasmuch as one might naturally say, 
thatr*?*? of course makes the proposition of an indefinite nature. 
This indeed is true, so far as ztptg is concerned ; for stopping 
with wig sias we should render the phrase, there are some 
The addition of ol tagaaaopreg, however, limits the imVtoa 
certain class of individuals, viz. that class who make disturbance 
or occasion trouble. In Gal. 2: 6, oi doxovwug is descriptive of 
a class of persons, whose appearance or at least whose reputation 
betokens them to be superior persons ; and so, in countless cases, 
participial attributives take the article, because tbey specificate 
an individual or a class as being distinguished by certain qualities, 
actions, etc. 

Yet even here there are exceptions to the rule. E. g. ittpty** 
ngoxaTaXtj\i>op*povg ret axga, Xen. Anab. 1.3. 14. Other cases 
are referred to in Matthiae, § 268. In general, however, it issuf- 
ficiently plain, that participles when they stand not connected 
with any noun as qualifying or modifying it, but as descriptive 
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of a clots of persons or things, (in which case we usually trans- 
late them by he who, they who, etc. do this or that, Latin, is qui, 
etc) are in fact real attributives, which take the nature of 
appellative nouns, and should have the article whenever it is 
needed for the purpose of specification. As this is the usual 
purpose for which such participles are employed, of course they 
commonly take the article. But we have already seen, that the 
usage is not imperious. If a writer meant to use a participial ap- 
pellative in a way like that of a noun when it is anarthrous, he was 
at liberty to make the participle anarthrous in the same manner ; 
e. g. poTfOaq one who cries, i. e. any one, Odys. *', 473 ; voyoag 
am intelligent person, i. e. any intelligent man, Hesiod, £qy- 
ink. opoloyti* (uv ddixtlv, ano&vqonti, any one who confesses 
wrong, dies, Lys. p. 104, 28. Nay, in the very same sentence 
the great master of Greek style mingles both constructions : <fc«- 
fdpti di napnokv pa&cov fiij pa&orrog, xal d yvppaoapsvog tov 
W ffyvpraofu'vov, he who learns, differs very much from him 
wio does not learn ; and he who is practised, from htm who is 
not practised, Plat. Leg. vn. p. 795. In English we render 
both clauses alike as to their defioiteness ; but in the Greek fiu- 
la»r, etc is without the article, while 6 /vfivaoafievog has it. But 
enough ; he who desires more abundant confirmation, may con- 
sult Matthiae §271. Anm. 

The cases already presented of the use of the participle, are 
substantially one and the same, although at first view they may 
seem to be a little diverse. To be distinguished, however, from 
both these, and really discrepant in some important respects, are 
those cases of the participle which are immediately connected 
with nouns, and which are employed to qualify or modify them 
in various ways. These require, therefore, separate and distinct 
consideration. 

Participles, as qualifying nouns, may become, or at least be 
employed, as mere adjectives, and may assume the same inti- 
mate connection by position with the noun that they qualify. 
For example ; o ttxfclg fiaodevg, Matt 2: 2, where xsjPsIq is to 
all intents and purposes disposed of as a mere adjective, although 
we can hardly make an adjective of it when we come to trans- 
late it. So again in the sequel : row %qovov tov yaivofiivov do- 
ugog, v. 7, where q>a$vopivov is construed as an adjective ; rtjg 
fuXXovorjg opyijg, Matt 3: 7 ; tov Ityofuvov II&qov, Matt. 4: 18 ; 
et saepe alibi. 

But this construction does not need our renewed attention, 
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since the nature of it bas already been noticed, p. 307. We 
come to a construction of more difficulty, and where usage varies 
perpetually in the Greek language. This is where the partici- 
ple follows the noun or pronoun which it qualifies or modifies; 
in which case it takes or omits the article, according to the pur- 
pose of the writer, as it would seem, to give the idea which it de- 
signates more or less specification and emphasis. The insertioo 
of the article gives it Anhebmg, i. e. elevation, prominency, em- 
phasis ; the omission denotes that the writer did not intend to 
make specially prominent, the meaning which it conveys. Thus 
in Ephes^ 1: 13, tig to that jfiag tig tnaivov . . . rovg ngotfXmxi- 
rag iv na jrpiffTcp, where the idea conveyed by tovg TtporjXniwiaQ 
is designed to be prominent So in Heb. 4: 3, oi moitvaapuS', 
and ao oi xaiayvyovitg, Heb. 6: 18 ; toig . . .jitgiTi&zovaiv, Rom. 
8: 4; oi moievovng, 1 John 5: 13 ; n ondovoa, James 3: 6, and 
in many other instances. 

On the contrary ; participles often follow nouns and modify 
them, which omit the article ; e. g. top avdga zovxov ovXXw- 
Qivxa, Acts 23: 27$ o' fttog dvaoxiioag, Acts 3 : 26 ; but in 
Heb. 13 : 20, 6 faog ... d avayaytbv, and then again in v. 21, 
with the same subject (6 faog) we have noiwv. So Odlnnov 
. . . oviog, Acts 21 : 8 ; 17 . . . ax go ft vox la . . .xeXovoa, Rom. 2 : 27; 
o'ltjoovg xcxomaxoig, John 4:6; rrjg yuvaixog pugivgovoitf, 
John 4: 39; xtjv adtXyrjv ovoav, Rom. 16: 1 ; rovg Xargtvovxag 
• ..xaxa&agptvovg, Heb. 10:2; et alibi saepe. In Pet. 5: 10 
is an example that is instructive : 6 &tog 9 6 xaXtoag ^ag... oXi- 
yov na&oviag. Here 6 xaXtoag throws emphasis by its article 
on the idea which it conveys, while oXlyov na&ovrtg omits the ar- 
ticle because special stress is not here to be laid on the idea 
conveyed by it. 

Pro arbitrio scribentis, then, may the article be employed in 
respect to participles, in a multitude of cases ; for a multitude 
depend on his own intentions to render this or that idea em- 
phatic. In many instances also, it would seem, does it depend 
on the subjective views only of the writer, whether the article 
shall be used or omitted ; for, to say the least, no particular rea- 
son in many cases is discoverable by the reader from the nature 
of the context, why the article was inserted or omitted. Indeed 
the examples already suggested will serve to satisfy the reader 
of this. If he has any doubt, let him consult Winer, § 19, c. 
where he will find an accumulation of examples, from writers 
both sacred and profane. 
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It may not be amiss here to suggest, that as participles so often 
pot on the nature of mere adjectives, and generally have so much 
resemblance to them, so the construction of them with or with- 
out an article, almost ad libitum scrip tor is, may serve to cast 
light on the case of adjectives that are anarthrous, when put be- 
fore or after a noun that has the article ; a subject that has been 
discussed under the preceding head. So far as analogy goes in 
this case, it seems to be against the theory of Mattbiae and 
Bottmann. 

(e) We come now to another species of adjuncts, which are 
very often employed to qualify or modify some principal noun 
io a sentence. 1 refer to adjuncts made by means of nouns 
with prepositions, the sense of which may be regarded as equiv- 
alent to that of an adjective. For example ; when Paul says, 
if nlaxig vfimv 1} ngog top faov the clause if ngog tow &*6p qual- 
ifies niotsg and specificates its particular nature. It serves the 
purpose, therefore, of an adjective. And in this respect, the 
versatility of the Greek language is truly wonderful. It abounds, 
indeed, in proper adjectives. But numerous as these are, still 
tfaey do not by any means reach all the wants of the speaker or 
writer. In the case cited, for example, what is the adjective 
that would express the same relation ? Aia would not, for this 
means simply divine, qualifying the nature of a thing or person, 
and not expressing the object towards which the affections or 
feelings of such a person are directed. To &tia the same ob- 
jection may be made. Of course the qualification which the 
apostle designed to express, must be expressed in the manner he 
has chosen. 

The example adduced serves to illustrate the nature of the 
case which we now have under consideration. Let us see how 
the article is treated in cases of this description. 

It is a very common and indeed the general fact, that where 
the principal noun has the article, the article is also prefixed to 
a subordinate clause which qualifies it. Examples are every 
where to be found ; rrjg diaxovlag rrjg tig tovg dyiovg, 2 Cor. 8 : 
4; zaig tpvXatg taig h xjj dtaonogq, James 1*1; to7g adiXyolg 
xolg *| t&pcov, Acts 15 : 23 ; rrjg nioncog trig iv trj ixgofivotltf, 
Rom. 4:11; and so on, in a multitude of cases. But cases 
also occur where the usage is different, the second article being 
omitted. For example ; tup ovyyevwv xata odgxa, Rom. 9:3; 
tow . . . (ijlov vnig ipov, 2 Cor. 7:7; xrjp nloz$v ...iv Xgiorw, 
Col 1:4; ta t&*rjip oagxl, Eph. 2:11; toy 'Jagat^X xata ougxa, 
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1 Cor. 10 : 18 ; tqv aXXoTgmrrjT* ngds 'Pmpalovi Polyh. 3. 
48. 11. It will not be asserted, I trust, that there is any notable 
difference of sense between the two diverse modes of construct- 
ing adjuncts of this nature, i. e. of constructing them with and 
without the article. Tbeo, of course, the insertion or omission 
of the article, in these cases, must have depended much on the 
will of the writer. 

(d) As kindred to this last head, we may produce the case 
where the principal noun omits the article. Here usage varies 
again. The rule, we may say, is, that when the principal noun 
omits the article, the subordinate adjunct also omits it ; e* g. #4 
(ABTaXtjiffiv fara *i/£«£«ar*a£, 1 Tim. 4:3; ayinti in xa&oQif 
nagdlag, 1 Tim. 1:5; %aga iv nvivpazt ayly, Rom. 14: 17; and 
so very frequently, both in sacred and profane authors. 

On the other hand, the adjunct sometimes takes the article, 
when the principal noun omits it ; as nloxe* rjj elg ijii, Acts 36; 
18; ayany t*J iv Xgtorqi, 2 Tim. 1 : 13; *gy<op r&v h dtumo- 
ovvrj, Tit 3:5. A flood of examples is produced of this nature, 
by Winer in § 19, 4 of his Grammar. 

(e) One more quali6cation or limitation of a principal noon 
by a subordinate one, remains to be considered. This is the 
case where the principal noun has a genitive case simply con- 
nected with it ; as 6 Xoyog rov faov, or Xoyog #*o£. The rule 
here, as laid down by grammarians, is, that where the principal 
noun has the article, the subordinate one must have it; mtd 
where the first omits it, the last rejects it; i. e. both must have, 
or both reject, the article. But one need not read far in any 
Greek author without finding this rule frequently violated.^ Thus 
in Luke 8 : 7, iv pioy raw dxav&wp ; and so rjdovdiy tov (liov, 
Luke 8 : 14 ; ag%tov rye owayatyrjg, Luke 8:41; Isnovgyi* ntf 
%gtlag pov, Phil. 2 : 25 ; and thus in a multitude of cases. I am 
aware that it has been said, that the article is left out in the prin- 
cipal word in such cases, because of some other rule or principle 
which would justify the omission. It may be true, 1 grant, that 
the omission can be justified, in the cases adduced and in others 
of the like nature; but is it demanded 9 and especially, is it de- 
manded in opposition to the canon which we are now contem- 
plating, and which is often laid down with little abatement and 
exception ? Middleton says, be is ' not aware that any Greek 
prose writer, except the florid Philo Judeeus, disregards this 
canon.' (p. 30.) But what would he say to the following^ sen- 
tence from Xenopbon : owinaXtoe um bnuuv uai mo* *ei 
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appmrmv xovg iff tporof ? Cyrop. 0. 3. 8. And what can be 
said to such examples as these ? viz. ntgl xarakvoiwg tijg <nga- 
tt£g, Xen. Cyrop. 6. 1. 13; iv xaraXvott tov fiiov, Apol. Soc.30 1 ; 
hi Titevty xov filov, Mem. 1. 5. 2 ; vno utfxovg Tcay odtuv, Strab. 
xr. p. 719; ivo^'qua xov vooqpatog, Soph. Philoct. 888; et 
sepe eodem modo alibi. 

In general it must be philosophically true, that where the 
principal noun is specific, some quality or circumstance marked 
by a following genitive will of course be specific. But there 
are cases where the writer does not mean to make specificness, 
either as it respects the principal noun, or else in regard to the sub- 
ordinate one. In such cases, he accomplishes his design by 
omitting the article before either, as circumstances may require. 

We have now gone through with the classes of words usually 
added to modify, limit, and qualify the principal nouns, in any 
sentence ; and we have seen, that there is scarcely a single rule 
in regard to the use of the article, that does not admit of ex- 
ceptions, many or most of which seem to depend more on the 
design of the writer, than on the absolute nature of the things 
concerned. 

There is still remaining, however, one or two cases in respect 
to the insertion or omission of the article, which have been the 
subject of much dispute, and which, from the importance thus 
ghreo to them, should not pass unnoticed. 

6. Several nouns standing in the same case, and being con- 
nected by a conjunction, take each the article when the gender 
of them u diverse. 

Such is the general principle. As examples may be adduced, 
tag atfiofii'pag yvwalxag . . . xal tovg ngoitovg rijg noktmg, Acts 
13:50; iv xolg nagantalfiaot xal rrj axgofivotla, Col. 2: 13; 
to dlxaioy xal rt}* ioottjta . . . nage'xto&i, Col. 4:1; ano tov 
ififkov trig apagxlag xal tov davatov, Rom. 8 : 2. This principle 
b common, moreover, to classic Greek, as well as to the New 
Testament. 

Yet imperious as this law may seem to be, even from the na- 
ture of the case and the importance of being perspicuous, it is 
still far from being universal. E. g. ta ivrakuata xal dtdaoxa- 
limg toi * dvdgdjTiaiv, Col. 2 : 22 ; i£tlfa tig tag odovg xal q>gay- 
poig, Luke 14 : 23 j xtjv duvapiv xal nkovrov, Rev. 5 : 12 ; talg 
brtoXatg xal dixaimpaot, Luke 1:6; oi yvaotol . . . xal ywa7xtg p 
Lake 23 : 49. So in the classic writers ; rrj intotijufi xal Ao/qi^ 
Plat Regub. ix. p. 586 ; oi naldtg t* xal'yvvaTxeg, lb. p. 557; o 
oaxpgovcjy xal oaxpgovovoa, Plat Leg. vi. p. 784 ; rag dwapag 
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xalnoXifiov, Agith. my. 12; and so not unfrequently in other 
writers. 

Whatever now may be said of the insertion of the article be- 
fore each noun, in cases of such a nature, the omission of it 
must surely be ad arbitrium scriptoris. Let the student note 
here, as we shall have occasion in the sequel to appeal to this 
head of illustration, that when the second noun is clearly and 
altogether discrepant from the preceding one, both as to gender 
and meaning, it still may, and not unfrequently does, omit the 
article. 

7. Several nouns connected by a conjunction, and being in 
,the same case and of the same gender, usually omit the article 
after it has been once inserted, viz. before the first noun. 

E. g. fACia Toiv ngtofivxtgcav xai ygaufiattotv, Mark 15: 1 ; tm 
tijg <f>ikooo<piag xai xtvrjg anazrjg, Col. 2: 8 ; ini ttj tivaia net 
Xuiovgyiq, Phil. 2: 17 ; and thus in a multitude of cases, both in 
sacred and profane authors. The case extends to adjectives 
and participles connected in the like way, as well as to nouns; 
e. g. tov ayiov xai dlxatow, Acts 3: 14 ; ttjv peyiXtjv xai inupwrrj, 
Acts 2: 20 ; oi . . . kargevoprfg xai xav%d>utvoi . . . xai . . . Ktnot- 
Goitg, Phil. 3:3; 6 uagxvgoiv . . . nal ygaxpag, John 21: 14 

Yet the number of cases is almost equally great, where the 
article is inserted before the second noun, etc. as well as the 
first ; e. g. oi ag%itgtig xai ol vxtjgha& t John 19: 6 ; t($ avtfiy 
nal t($ xkvdwpi, Luke 8: 24 ; rov itoxtjglov xai too nlvaxog, Luke 
11: 39. The reader may find a multitude of the like cases, both 
in sacred and profane writers, collected by Winer in his Gram- 
mar, §,18. 5. 

The general principle that seems to predominate through 
cases of such a nature as those in Nos. 6, 7, appears to be this, 
viz. that where the several things enumerated belong, either ac- 
tually or as viewed by the writer, to one and the same class or 
genus, the article may be omitted after the first noun ; but if they 
are distinct, and are intended to be distinctly and separately rep- 
resented, then the article is inserted or omitted (as the case may 
be) before them all. Yet this last rule, which would seem to be 
almost imperious for the sake of perspicuity, is often, very often, 
neglected. Thus, for example, ov . . . oi nkaxtlg ovd* tvgvtu- 
TOi, Soph. Aja^ 649, where ovdt renders the distinction certain 
Aoycj> pip iobka, ro7a$ 8' egyoiotv xaxa\ Soph. Oedip. Col. 782 
ilnov xai ooq>o7g xai toTai yavkoig tvdtxag, Aesch. Pboen. 509 
17 8ui xrjg o\pc(og xai 8$' axorjg jjdovy, Plat. Hipp. Maj. p. 302 
So also with participles ; e. g. tw tovg koyovg ktyovxt xai uftofih 
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ry, Eprip. Orest. 913. The sajpe with adjectives; e. g. ri iota* 
taljiq, Plat. Eutyph. p. 9; the contrary of which U elsewhere ex- 
hibited, as ?« T* erotpii xa« doiu xcu rci Mij,ib. p. 12; <ia*</*> kcm 
to dixuiov, Eurip. EL 1351 ; iaOXd if xat id jftptfa, Horn. Odys. 
a , 229. More examples the reader may see in Matthiae, § 26$. 
Anna. 1. 

I have now exhibited all the very important cases, in which 
the article is either inserted or omitted. I must merely advert, 
in the briefest manner I can, to other cases in which the inser- 
tion and omission seems to be, in some good degree, ad arbi- 
tritm auctoris. 

8. I shall arrange these under different heads for the sake of 
perspicuity and convenience. 

(a) Verbs substantive and nuncupative, i. e. verbs of exist- 
ence and of naming, usually have anarthrous nouns after them. 
Yet here exceptions are numerous. For verbs substantive, see 
No. 3 above; of verbs nuncupative, the following are examples, 
vix. to opoua. ..teyfjat o aiptv^og, Apoc. 6: 11; xaXtTteu to 
ovopoa . . . o Xoyog rev fcov, Apoc. 19: 13 ; so also dpaxaXouvieg 
tow UMpyJinv top £pdoa top dyaGop, Xen. Cyrop. 3. 3. 4 ; top 
Atimnep, apuxalovpxtg top ngoiottip, Anab. 6. 6. 7. See Matt. 
Grimm. % 268, and Winer, Gramm. § 17. 6. 

(A) Toioiiog, joined wuh a noun, admits or rejects the arti- 
cle ; 2 Cor. 12: 2, 3. John 4: 23. Matt. 9: 8. Mark 6: 2. 

(c) Numeral adjectives, which of course are definite, may 
take or omit the article; e, g. Matt. 16:21. 17:23. Mark 9: 
31. 15:2$. Acts 2: 15. 

(d) Pronouns possessive often take, and often omit, the arti- 
cle ; Matt. 18: 20. Mark 8: 38. John 4: 34 (in the predicate.) 
In die New Testament the cases of omitting the article are rare, 
when the pronominal adjective^ are used, but frequent when the 
pronoun itself is employed in their stead ; comp. under No. 2 
above. Matthiae produces a flood of examples where the arti- 
cle is inserted, and others where it is omitted, when pronominal , 
adjectives are employed, § 264. 4. Vol. II. p. 543. 

Je) With demonstrative pronouns the article is often joined, 
not unfrequently omitted, because they are of themselves 
sufficiently speciflc. See Matt. § 265. 1 . 

(f) Even Ixotfrof, which one would naturally take to be in- 
definite, not unfreauently admits the article, although it is gener- 
ally without it; Matt. § 265. 5. 

But I need not pursue the subject any further. Enough, I 
trust has been said, to show how little is to be thought of confi- 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 41 
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dent and positive declarations, in a multitude of cases, respecting 
the insertion or omission of the article ; enough to show, how 
little claim a great part of Middleton's canons have, to the uni- 
versality which he has generally given to them, and to the impe- 
rious nature with which he has often invested them. 

I should fail, after all, of the great object that I have had in 
view, or at least I should be exposed to misinterpretation, if I 
should stop here, without making some reflections, and subjoin- 
ing some cautions, in relation to what has already been exhibited. 
The reader will therefore, as I hope, indulge me with the liberty 
of adding such remarks as I deem of importance to the accom- 
plishment of my design. 

First, I would caution him against supposing, that it is in all 
cases a matter of indifference whether the article is inserted or 
omitted. Nothing can be more certain, than that the article of- 
ten changes the relation of some words, and that they are definite 
or indefinite, according to the insertion or omission of it. But 
still, it is equally true, that where this definiteness or indefinite- 
ness is not a main or an important object, in the view of a writer 
or speaker, he of course is at liberty to insert or omit the article, 
in cases where it is grammatically admissible or omissible. And 
where, we may now ask, is it not so ? We have been the whole 
round of examples or cases, in which the article is employed, 
and we have not found a single rule that is is without exceptions; 
unless we regard the rule respecting the adjective as being so. 
There is no case which in itself is so imperious, that it may not 
at times be disregarded. But this must not be misinterpreted. 
I do not mean to say, that the insertion or omission of the article, 
in many cases, would be equally proper. Most certainly not. 
Its insertion, for example, before participles, where the practice 
varies so much, would in some cases give a false emphasis to 
the participle and elevate it too much into notice. In other 
cases, this elevation is a specific object with the writer, and 
therefore the article is demanded. 

In many cases the relative meaning of words is entirely 
changed by the presence or absence of the article ; e. g. aMu 
others, indefinite, i. e. any others ; but ol aXXoi the others, the rest, 
in case of some definite division into parts. So nolkol many, 
indefinitely ; but ol nokkol means either the greater number in 
any particular case, or else the great mass of the community. 
And thus it is with a multitude of other words. The presence 
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of the article indicates of course a defioiteness or specificness of 
reittioo. 

Beyond all question, moreover, the well cultivated mind of a 
native Greek would often be susceptible of a feeling of propri- 
ety or impropriety, with regard to the admission or exclusion of 
the article, to which we can at present make no claims. Every 
language that employs the article has some niceties in respect to 
it, which belong to no other language. We have already seen, 
that no two languages agree in all respects with regard to its use. 
This fact alone would serve to show, that there must be some- 
thing schwankend, as the Germans say, i. e. variable, not sted- 
fast and uniform, in regard to the nature of the thing itself. The 
definite article must of course be for substance the same in all 
languages. Yet the custom of making this or that object defi- 
nite or specific, i. e. of conceiving of it and representing it as 
such, appears to be quite different. We say : Nature does 
this. The Greek would say : rovro no$ti 17 yvoig, or toSjto 
Ttoul q>vcig. The French would attach the article to Nature 
in this case ; so also the Germans. In English the omission is 
indispensable, in a proposition of the kind before us ; in French 
the insertion is indispensable ; in Greek the speaker has his 
choice, for if qw'ot? be viewed as an abstract or concrete noun, 
it is monadic, and the article may therefore be inserted or omit- 
ted. 0vo&s used in the way of personification, would of course 
naturally claim the article. 

The number of cases in which the Greek inserts the article, 
where we omit it in English, is almost beyond computation. Yet 
our the is like the Greek and answers the very same purpose, 
where the use is common to both languages. This simple fact 
is enough to show, that much which respects the article, must 
be arbitrary, i. e. must depend not on the nature itself of this part 
of speech, but on the particular usages of each language in which 
it is employed. 

Nay, we may without any hazard venture farther than this. 
Not only do different languages vary in their use of the definite 
article, but different individuals who use the same language vary 
not a little from each other. Thus the four Evangelists almost 
always say, 6 Xgtotog ; while Paul and Peter generally say, 
Xg&ciog simply, unless the word is in the genitive after another 
word which has the article. Both usages are abundantly sanc- 
tioned by the laws of classic Greek. 

Nor need we confine ourselves to the New Testament for ex- 
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atopies* We have already been, that the contest has not yet 
ceased among the very first class of Greek scholars, whether 
Homer Employs the proper article at all. For substance like- 
wise* the same question is pending in regard to Hesiod. Then 
We may come to the Greek tragedians, whose measured, lofty, 
polished style is designed to exhibit the very perfection of the 
Greek language. And truly > I can form no conception of polish 
in language, beyond that which Sophocles exhibits. Yet here, 
the article, as all agree, is seldom employed ; I mean, seldom id 
comparison with its frequency in Plato, Aenophon, ThucydideSj 
etc. How can such facts as these elist, and to such a wide ex- 
tent, and yet a question be made whether the article may not be 
omitted by one writer, in a multitude of cases where another 
inserts it ? 

This, after all, does not prove, nor is it alleged to prove, that 
it was in all cases a matter of indifference whether the article was 
inserted or omitted. In a muliitude of cases, to eay the lea*, 
the insertion of it would give a new turn to the sense of the word 
which should receive it* In others, the omission would also oo» 
casion the loss of specification end emphasis. 

But fctill, this note of specification Way be dispensed with io A 
multitude of cases, on the very ground that nouns are already 
either specific in themselves, or are made so by adjuncts attach* 
ed to them. There is yet another clsss of cases by no mesas 
inconsiderable, in which the omission or insertion of the article 
depends entirely on the subjective feelings and views of the wri- 
ter or speaker, and not at all on the nature of the things which 
be describes or asserts* We must not confound all these cases 
together. There is great need of patient examination m order 
to ascertain to which of these categories a thing belong*, before 
we pronounce any sentence in respect to the article that might or 
might not accompany it. Here is one of those cases, in which 
d$ay&vwa*Hv r« diaytgopia seems to be altogether iodispeose* 
blfe 

I purposely omit the details concerning the article when it k 
used as a pronoun demonstrative or relative ; for both of these 
uses It has* as every good lexicon and grammar wiU she** Its 
insertion or omission in such clses, roust depend on the same 
k»w* that govern pronouns of the like nature, . 

That many interpreters and lexicographers have represented 
the article 6 as being sometime* mdejimtcy like out Eiglisb arti- 
cle a* seems singular. How can a part of speech the very ob- 
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ject of which is to mark definiteneu> or at least to qrteify in sr>taa 
respect or other, at the same time be the sign 6t\ndcjirHtent94? 
The ground of mistake, however, in this case, may easily be 
pointed out* Critics who have avowed suoh a principle, do not 
seem to have sufficiently reflected, that the usages in respect to 
the definite article are variable in different languages. What 
the French or the Germans often express definitely, i. e- With 
the article, the English often express indefinitely ^ But this does 
not make the French or German definite article to possess an 
indefinite nature. By no means. It only shows that the mode 
of expressing the same thing may, to a certain extent, vary 
among different nations. If I say : Evil hat evil corueqtie/ites, 
I mean to convey the idea, that whatever is evil will be followed 
by bad consequences. But if I say, The evil (to **kow) has 
evil consequences, I express, indeed, the very same general idea ; 
bet at the same time I naturally indicate, by this mode of ex- 
pression, that the word evil is here viewed In opposition to good, 
which has already been mentioned or is distinctly an object that 
was naturally supposed to be before the mind. Nothing Can be 
more incorrect, then, than to prescribe laws for the use of the 
Greek article from the usages of the German or English tongue. 
Nor can it-be consonant with sound criticism to aver, that be- 
cause a wort) which has the Greek article before it, must be ren- 
dered into one of these languages with the omission of the atti* 
ole, that therefore the article is in its own nature indefinite. 

I have proceeded as far in the development of this subject, 
as the patience of my readers will permit. I shall conclude the 
whole oy exhibiting a few contested cases in respect to the in- 
sertion or omission of the article, which hate art important bear- 
ing on some of the great doctrines of theology. 

So long ago as the former part of the third century, Origen 
intimated that in John 1: 1, &to$ ijv 6 Ao'yo?, the writer did not 
say 6 4h6g because this would designate the supreme God. Of- 
ten has this been appealed to, in order to show, that only a &t/~ 
ttpog toot is meant by the declaration of the Evangelist ; for if 
more bad been meant, the presence of the article, it be* bee* 
asserted* wouM have been necessary. 

How obviously incorrect it is, to build such a thfeftty fcm the 
absence of the article in this case, is sufficiently plain ly a com- 
parison of the cases which occur in the very chapter that con- 
tains the expression before us. For example; v. (>, " There 
was ft matt sent nmpi #tov; v. 12, r&v* Oeov; v. IB, i%&*ov; 
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v. 18, " No roan hath seen faow, at any time." In these, and in 
a multitude of other cases, there is no doubt whether the supreme 
God is designated, and yet the article is omitted. 

On the other hand, if the writer had said, 6 Oeog rjv 6 loyos, 
it would have rendered it doubtful here, whether 6 Xoyog or o 
&*6q was the subject of bis proposition. Or if 6 Xoyog were to 
be taken as the subject, then the assertion would be, tbat the 
Logos is the Ooa; an assertion which the writer did not mean 
to make, for this would exclude the Father and the Spirit from 
being truly divine, or else make them one and the same in all 
respects with the Logos. Nor is the assertion of the Evangelist 
to be taken as meaning that the Logos is a Ood merely ; but 
that be is God, i. e. that he is divine, tbat be possesses a divine 
nature. This is all that is required ; and all, indeed, tbat the 
nature of the proposition admits. 

The passage in Tit. 2 : 13, "Looking for the blessed hope 
xcu inufavtiav tov (itya'Xov fcov xai oanrJQog 17/uctfy '/rjoov Xqm- 
Tot/,"has been the subject of long, learned, and animated con- 
test. One party avers, that the absence of the article before 
ctatfjgog necessarily unites it to faov and makes it predicableof 
the same being. Mr Wordsworth has shewn, in bis treatise 
respecting this form of expression, that the Greek Fathers gen- 
erally understood this passage in such a way ; Middletoo says 
he has shewn, that " all antiquity were agreed on this question," 
p. 307. This may be so. But if it be, there still reraaios a 
doubt whether they were guided by theological or philological 
reasons, in forming this opinion, so far as the article is concerned. 
Nothing can be plainer, indeed, than tbat a Greek would nat- 
urally say, tov &tov xai oanijpog, if he meant to predicate both 
appellations of the same person. But if the reader will now 
turn back to No. 7, be will see tbat nothing can be plainer, also, 
than tbat a Greek might have used the same expression, in case 
different persons were intended to be designated. When two 
nouns are of the same gender and in the same case, this is reason 
enough for omitting the article before the second, if tbe writer 
pleases ; and this, whether they both relate, or not, to tbe same 
individual. Middleton says : " It is impossible to understand 
faou xai acovrjgog otherwise than of one person," p. 307. Tbe 
reader by re-examining No. 7, can judge bow little ground there 
is to assert this, so far as the absence of the article is concerned ; 
and it is in reference to this, that Middleton makes the assertion. 
; But in addition to this, there is another reason which may be 
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given for the omission of the article ; and this is, that the pro- 
ooun tyiajy of itself specificates owtrJQoe, and therefore renders 
the insertion of ibe article unnecessary, even in case the writer 
meant that acjitjgog should be considered as distinct from rov 
&(ov. The reader has only to look back upon No. 2 above/ in 
order to become fully persuaded concerning this obvious prin- 
ciple with regard to the Greek article. 

On two accounts, then, the absence of the article in this case 
caooot prove any thing important ; for, as we have seen, it might 
be dispensed with, whether the writer meant to put aonrjgog in 
apposition with &tov, or to designate a different person by it 
(compare No. 4 above) ; or it may have been omitted because 
of the pronoun qp&v which of itself specifies. It would seem, 
therefore, that there was no good ground for the great contest 
which has existed in this case, in respect to the presence or ab- 
sence of the article. If the writer designed to make aonttigog 
merely an explicative or attributive of faov in this case, he would, 
beyond all doubt, have expressed himself as be now has ; but if 
be did not design this, but meant to make the usual distinction 
so often made in Paul's epistles, between God the Father and 
Christ, be might still have used the same expression. The 
whole argument then, on either side, so far as the article is con- 
cerned, falls to the ground. 

Not so however, in my apprehension, in regard to consider- 
ations deducible from the context. Where in the New Testa- 
ment, is the inupavcia of God the Father asserted or foretold ? 
It is Christ who is to appear " in the clouds of heaven, with 
great power and glory." It is " the Lord himself who is to 
come with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and the 
trump of God ;" it is " he who shall come with the clouds, whom 
every eye shall see, and they also who pierced him." It is he then 
who was pierced \ that is to make the tnupivtia on earth. I 
know of no New Testament analogy for any other than he, who 
is to make such a developement of himself. How can I then 
refer this inupdvHct in Tit. 2 : 1 3 to God the Father ? Rea- 
soning a priori, or party views, might lead me to do so ; but the 
analogy of the New Testament throughout, would forbid me 
to do it. . 

On other and very different grounds, then, than that of the 
presence or absence of the article in this case, I arrive at the 
fall persuasion, that rov fityaXov &eov *ctl oanrigog, are both ap- 
pellatives applied in this case to 'Jqoovg Xgunoq. If I am 
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pressed with the question : Where is any ibing like this in ill 
the New Testament? My answer would be, that nod fyigqw o 
loyog, John 1:1; o a>r im n&vzmv faog 9 tvloyntig tig toii 
aivvag, Ram. 9:5; iopip iv icji dkrj&ivy, ip r<p vit? avroi *ht 
mdv XQiaxy, oixog iottp 6 iki\Qip6g &tig *al 6 Cawf atWisf, 1 
John 5: 20 ; are altogether analogical* In this last case, I would 
not rel£ so much on the grammatical connexion of ofoog with 
XQiory as its antecedent, as I would on the attributive n M 
mwtog. Who is appropriately so called by the apostle Jobo, 
except Jesus ? Let the reader compare John 1; 4. 5: 26, 11: 
fib. 6: 35. 14: f). 1 John hi 11, 12. Thus is Christ called 
4 Xifog ttig Cmijg in 1 John 1:1; and in 1 ;? he is not only 
ealled fan but n M V eiolrtog, the very appellation giveo \nm 
at the close of the epistle. If now any writer may he permitted 
to explain himself, I should think John had done so in tto cm 
before us. Consequently I find in him and in Paul, analogies 
for a case like that of %oi (itydlov toot! *ai amijgog , f . 'fym 
Xqiotov. But* aus will be seen, I do not tryst the Greek ar- 
ticle as being the despositary of arguments, in a case of such 
magnitude as this. In almost all cases it must be a slender 
support for any conclusion ; but here especially it is not worthy 
of the trust which so many have reposed in it* 

In the same manner as Tit. 2: 13, may the case be solved 
which occurs in Jude, v. 4, viz, top popop dtonotijv *ai mp *or 
q(t£r 'fqooup Xglctop ao*ovinpo$. Whether % op dtonQtw and 
%\>g*¥ both apply to Xqwiqv, cannot be decided by the ob$tm 
of the article before nvgiog. To give the reasons specifically, 
would be merely to repeat what has just been said* *J£fyw of 
itself specificates *vqw>, and the article might therefore he omit* 
ted, even if the writer meant that dtanovtjp and xvqmv should be 
taken separately; and it would almost of course be omiued,if 
he meant that boik should be merely attributives of Jfyfro'?. 
Consequently nodung can be made out of the absence oftbe arti- 
cle, which is satisfactory. The word agpopptPQi, however, gives 
us a clue, as it seems to me, by which I* e may %Tf ive at the true 
sense. The New Testament is ful] of the idiom which applies 
the word deny to the rejection of Christ; e. g. Thou shall deny 
me thrice, Matt. 26: 34, 35. Mark 14: 30, 31, 72. Matt. 1ft 
83. 2 Tim. 2c 12. Luke 12: 9. John }3: 18. Acts 3: J3, 14. 
Rev. 13: 8, aod often elsewhere. Opce ooly ip the New TW 
tamest do I fad the word </eny ewtoi ae desigpatiog the rejsp- 
taon of God simply ; mi even bare the wdp (4 e*{WWW * 
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peculiar : "They profess to know God, but io work* they deny 
bin," Tit. 1: 15. When I compare, therefore, the expression 
io Jude v, 4, with tbe texts above named, and io particular with 
SPet.2: 1, deny the Lord t/iat bought (hem; and also with 
1 John 2: 22, 23, 1 cannot hesitate to believe, that xov p6vov tea* 
nottir xm hvqiov do both refer to J. Xqiqiov % Nothing can be 
more characteristic of Paul's mode of representing Christ, than 
this mode which presents him as the reigning Lord of the uni- 



Tbe case in 2 Thess* 2: 12 appears to me to be of a differ- 
ent nature. Here we have rijV z*Q iP ™" &*°v Vt"*>* *«* xvqIov 
I X#i9*ov. But in a connexion of this nature and in phraseology 
like this, we often find foog unequivocally distinguished from 
nipoq ; e. g. 2 Thess. 1 : 2, Xdg&g . . . dno faov kutqoq ypn*, 
mu uvqIqv I Xgunov ; comp. 1 Thess. 1:1. Col. 1:2 (Text. 
Recep.) Phil. 1: 2. Eph. 1: 2, etc. Yet this text (2 Thess. 2: 
12) has been adduced by Granville Sharp and others, as a proof 
text for the doctrine of the Trinity, on the ground that the want 
of the Greek article before xvglov must necessarily attach xvglov 
to #*ov. In this case then, if such a conclusion is legitimate, it 
would follow that natgog -nfuSv is also an appellative of /. Xguh 
tig ; but where io all the New Testament is there any analogy 
for this? 

On the other hand, the case in 2 Pet. 3: 18 is very clearly of 
tbe opposite character. ^Here we have, tov xvglov qpjip xctl 
emrijgog L Xgunov. That xal O(orrjgog is an attributive or ex- 
plicative of xvglov f and that both belopg to Xgunov, there can 
hardly be any room for doubt. Both are the familiar and usual 
appellations of Christ; and they are often united together else- 
where, as well as here ; e. g. Tit. 1:4. 2 Pet. 1:11. 2: 20. 
3:2, al. 

But my limits compel me to desist from more examples. 
Those on which most stress has been laid, and which have been 
the subjects of the longest and sharpest contests, have been al- 
ready adduced. Should I go beyond these bounds, I should 
not know where to stop. The exemplification of principles laid 
down in tbe preceding essay, may be found, of course, on every 
page of the New Testament. Most readers, tolerably familiar 
with Greek, will, as I trust, be able to put them to the test. At 
all events, I must tbiok that these principles are at least more in- 
telligible and more firmly supported, than those of Middletof). 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 42 
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1 bare read bis book until I despair of getting to the light; so of- 
ten does be deal in the claro-obscure, and so often utters un- 
guarded assertions, at least such as are incapable of solid defence. 
Passow has some good remarks in his Lexicon, respecting 
the article; and so has Bretschoeider, who seems to have laid 
out some effort upon this part of speech. Wahl has endless 
subdivision, seemingly without any steadfast principles under 
which he attempted to arrange his facts. Buttroann, in his 
Grammar, has only a few hints ; Host has made a very brief 
but a striking digest of general principles. Matthiae alone seems 
to have made the subject one of attentive, deep, and thorough 
study ; and he has more facts respecting it, than all the others 
put together. Winer seems to have fully and thoroughly studied 
and comprehended bim ; but he has not taken the requisite 

Eains to classify the subject in genera). Tbe parts of it that he 
as exhibited, are done in his best manner. 

I make these remarks merely for the sake of readers, who 
may wish to study the subject, and not for the sake of indulging 
in criticism on the efforts of others, which is far enough from be- 
ing the particular design of this essay. The reader who has not 
leisure or opportunity to read all which has been written on tbe 
Greek article, will naturally wish to be informed where be may 
read to the best advantage. I have ventured, in the above re- 
marks, to give him my views respecting this question. 

1 But — mutato nomine de te tabula narratur ; the next writer 
that rises up, may find as many faults with your theory, as yon 
have with other theories.' So methinks I hear some of my read- 
ers say. Be it so, is ray reply. I have but one wish respecting 
the subject ; and this is, to come at what is true, if there be any 
such thing as finding it. If my remarks should excite some one 
to correct my errors, and to throw more light on this subject, so 
long neglected, and so little understood by most Greek readers, 
I shall be among the foremost to tender him my congratulations 
and my most cheerful approbation. 

In the mean time, it is not amiss to give a hint to theologians 
and critics, that important conclusions in either of their depart- 
ments ought not to be built on the presence or absence of the 
article, until the metes and bounds of this part of speech are 
much more definitely settled, and better understood. Nothing 
can be more certain, than that a large extent of the ground is 
arbitrary, at least it is in a great measure so ; and the limits to 
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which it is so, remain to be fixed more definitely, before we can 
say — ultra quos nequit consistere rectum. Our faith, then, in 
matters of belief or exegesis, should not, for the present, have 
for its basis this " loquacissimae gentis flabellum." The con- 
text, the idiom in general, and the nature of the case, are always, 
and ever must be, better guides. Them let us follow ; at leatt 
until our new guide attains to a character more fixed, more uni- 
form, and more trust-worthy than it has at present. 
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Art. IV, Historical View of the Slavic Language in 
its various Dialects; with spkcial rbfercncc to 

Theological Literature. 

Original. 
PRELIMINARY NOTE. 



4 



The following article has been prepared for this work with 
great care, and with a diligent use of all the sources accessible to 
a writer in this country ; some of which indeed are here accessible 
only to the writer, who has likewise been for several years conver- 
sant with the subject in another country under more favourable 
auspices. It is here inserted for two principal reasons. The first 
is the intrinsic interest and importance of the subject itself; relat- 
ing as it does to the language and literature of a population amount- 
ing at present to nearly sixty millions, or more than four times as 
great as that of the whole of these United States. These topics 
embrace of course the history of mental cultivation among the Sla- 
vic nations, their intellectual developement, the progress of man 
among them as a thinking, sentient, social being, acting and acted 
upon in his various relations to other minds. It is also a mat- 
ter of no small interest, to observe the influence which Christianity 
has exercised upon the lauguage and literature of these tribes. It 
was to the introduction and progress of Christianity that these 
nations owe their written language ; and to the versions of the Scrip- 
tures they owe not only their moral and religious cultivation, but 
also the cultivation and in a great degree the existence of their na- 
tional literature.* The same influence Christianity is now exercis- 
ing upon the Indian languages of our own country and of the Pa- 
cific ; and with the prospect of results still more propitious. In- 
deed, wherever we learn the fact, that a language hitherto regarded 
as barbarous and existing only as oral, has been reclaimed and re- 
duced to writings and made the vehicle of communicating fixed 
thought and permanent instruction, there it has ever been Chris- 
tianity and Missionary Enterprize, which has produced these 
results. 

h second reason for the insertion of the present article, is the 
circumstance, that the information here given is no where else ac- 
cessible to the English reader. It is true, that the literature of 
some of the Slavic nations, e. g. of the Russians, Poles, Bohemians, 
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etc. is treated of under the proper heads in the German Conver- 
satitns- Lexicon ; and that these articles have been translated and 
incorporated into the Encyclopedia Americana. The Foreign 
Quarterly Review, also, has occasionally articles of value on these 
topics. Dr Bowring, in the preface to some of his specimens of 
Slavic poetry, has given short notices on the same subject. The 
biblical literature of the Old Slavic and Russian has been well ex- 
hibited by Dr Henderson. But still, all these are only imperfect 
sketches of the separate parts of one great whole ; of which in its 
fall extent, both as a whole and in the intimate connexion of its 
parts, no general view exists in the English language. — Editor. 

Historical View, etc. 

The earliest history of the Slavic nations is involved in a 
darkness, which all the investigations of diligent and sagacious 
modern historians and philologians have not been able to clear 
op. The striking analogy between their language and the San- 
scrit, indicates their origin from India; but to ascertain the time, 
at which they first entered Europe, seems now no longer possi- 
ble. Probably this event took place seven or eight centuries 
before the Christian era, on account of the over-population of the 
regions on the Ganges. 1 Herodotus mentions a people which 
he called Krovyzi, who lived on the Ister. There is even now 
a tribe in Russia, whose name at least is almost the same. 9 Stra- 
bo, Poraponius Mela, Pliny, Tacitus, and several other classical 
and a few oriental writers allude to the Slavic nations occasion- 
ally. But the first distinct intelligence we have of them, is not 
older than the middle of the sixth century. 3 At this period we 

1 See Schlegel's Sprache and WeisheU der Indier, Heidelb. 1808. 
Yon Hammer's Fundgruben des Orients, Vol. II. p. 459 sq. Murray's 
fEstory of the European Languages, Edinb. 1823. Frenzel, who wrote 

at the close of the seventh century, took the Slavi for a Hebrew tribe , 
and their language for Hebrew. Some modern German and Italian 
historians derive the Slavic language from theThracian, and the Sla- j 
vi immediately from Japbet ; some consider the ancient Scythians as ' 
Slavi. See Dobrovsky's Slovanka, VII. p. 94. 

2 Krwitshu The Greek is KooflvZoi, Herodot. IV. 49. Corap. Stra- I 
bo VII. p. 318, 319. Plin. H. N. IV. 12. 

3 The first writers, who mention the Slavi expressly, are Jordan or 
Joreandes, after A. D. 553, Procopius A. D. 562, Menaoder A. D. 
504, and the Abbot John of Biclar before A. D. 620. See Schaffa- 
rik's Gtsckiehte der Siavuchen Sprache und Literatur, Buda 1826. 
Dobrovsky's Slovanka, V. p. 76—84. 



Digitized by 



Google 



330 Slavic Languages and IMerature. [Ann 

see tbem traversing the Danube in large multitudes, and settling 
on both the banks of that river. From that time they appear 
frequently in the accounts of the Byzantine historians, tinder the 
different appellations of the Slavi, Sarmatae, Antae, Vandales, 
Veneti and Vendes, mostly involved in the wars of the two Ro- 
man Empires, sometimes as allies, sometimes as conquerors ; 
oftener, notwithstanding their acknowledged valour and courage, 
__ as vassals ; but mostly as emigrants and colonists, thrust out of 
j their own countries by the pressing forward of the more warlike 
j German or Teutonic tribes. Only the first of the above men- 
tioned names is decidedly of Slavic origin ; 4 the second is am- 
biguous ; and the four last are later and purely geographical, 
having been transferred to Slavic nations from those who occu- 
pied formerly the territory, where the Romans first became ac- 
quainted with them. 

It results from the very nature of this information, that we 
cannot expect to get from it any satisfactory knowledge of their 
political state or the degree of their civilization. In general, 
they appear as a peaceful, industrious, hospitable people, obedi- 
ent to their chiefs, and religious in their habits. Wherever they 
established themselves, they began to cultivate the earth, and to 
trade in the productions of the country. There are also early 

4 The name of the Slavi has generally been derived from dava, 
glory, and their national feelings have of course been gratified by this 
derivation. But the more immediate origin of their appellation, is to 
be sought in the word alovo, word, speech. The change of o into a 
occurs frequently in the Slavic languages, (thus slova cornea from 
slovo,) but is in this case probably to be ascribed to foreigners, viz. 
Byzantines, Romans, and Germans. In the language of the latter, 
the o in names and words of Slavic origin in many instances become! 
a. The radical syllable slov is yet to be found in the appellations 
which the majority of the Slavic nations apply to themselves or kin- 
dred nations, e. g. Slovenzi, Slovaci, Slovene, Sloveni, etc. The Rus- 
sians and Servians did not exchange the o for a before the seventh 
century. See Schanarik's GtschichU, etc. p. 5. n. 6. The same wri- 
ter observes p. 287. n. 8, " It is remarkable that, while all the other 
Slavic nations relinquished their original national names, and adopted 
specific names, as Russians, Poles, Silesians, Tchekes, Moravians, Sc- 
rabians, Servians, Morlachians, Tchernogortzi, Bulgarians, etc nay, 
when most of them imitating foreigners altered the general name Sb~ 
vene into Slovene, only those two Slavic branches, which touch each 
other on the banks of the Danube, the Slovaks and the Shvenxi, have 
retained in its purity their original national name." 
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traces of their fondness for music and poetry ; and some cir- i 
curastances, of which we shall speak in the sequel, seem to jus- I 
tify the supposition of a very early cultivation of the language. 

All the knowledge we have respecting the ancient history of 
the Slavic race, as we have seen, is gathered from foreign 
authors ; the earliest of their own historians did not write before 
the second half of the eleventh century. 5 At this time the Sla- 
vic nations were already in possession, partly as masters, partly 
as servants, of the whole vast extent of territory, which they now 
occupy ; and if we assume that at the present time about fifty or 
sixty millions speak the Slavic language, in its different dialects, 
we must calculate that at the above mentioned period, and in 
the course of the next following centuries, before the Slavic was 
by degrees supplanted in the German-Slavic provinces by the 
German idiom, the number of those who called that language 
their mother tongue was at least the fourth part greater. Scbloe- 
zer observes that, with the exception of the Arabians, who once 
domineered from Malacca to Lisbon, no nation on the globe had 
extended themselves so far. In the South the Adriatic, the 
range of the Balkan, and the Euxine, are their frontiers ; the 
coasts of the Icy Ocean are their limits in the North ; their still 
mater extent in an Eastern and Western direction reaches from 
Kamtschatka and the Russian islands of the Pacific, where ma- 
ny of their vestiges are to be found among scattered tribes, as 
far as to the Baltic and along the banks of the rivers Elbe, Muhr 
and Raab, again to the Adriatic. It is this immense extent, 
which adds considerably to the difficulties of a general survey of 
the different relations and connexions of nations, broken up into 
so many parts. The history of the language is our object, not) 
the history of the people ; we therefore give of statistic and po- 
litical notices only so much, as seems to be requisite for the illus- 
tration of our subject. 

The earliest data for the history of the civilization of the Sla- 
vic race, we find in their mythology ; and here their oriental 
origin again appears. The antithesis of a good and evil princi- 
ple is met witn among most of their tribes ; and as even at the 
present time in some Slavic dialects everything good, beautiful, 
praiseworthy, is to them synonymous with the purity of the white \ 
colour, they call the good Spirit Bielo Bog, the white god ; the 

5 The earliest Slavic historian is the Russian monk Nestor, born in 
the year 1056. See below, in the History of the Old Slavic and of 
the Russian languages. 
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evil Spirit Tcherno Bog, the black god. The Dw of the old 

I Russians seems to be likewise akin to tbe Dev of the Hindoo; 

the goddess of life, Shiva, of tbe Polabae, to tbe Indian Shiva; 

as the names of tbe Slavic personification of death, Morjana, 

(Morena, Marzana, evidently stand in connexion with the Indian 

'word for death, Mar ana. Strabo describes some of the idols of 

the Rugians, in which we meet again the whole signi6caot sym- 

bolization of the East. The custom prevalent among many 

Slavic nations, of females burning themselves with the corpses of 

their husbands, seems also to have been brought from India to 

Europe. 

There are however other features of their mythology which 
belong to them exclusively, and which remind us rather of tbe 
sprightly and poetical imagination of the Greeks. We allude 
to their mode of attributing life to tbe inanimate objects of nature, 
rocks, brooks and trees ; of peopling with supernatural beings 
tbe woods which surrounded them, the mountains between which 
, they lived. The Rusalki of the Russians, the Vila of the 
\ southern Slavic nations, the Leshie of several other tribes, 
nymphs, naiads, and satyrs, are still to be found in many popu- 
lar tales and songs. If, however, we have compared them to 
the poetical gods of tbe Greeks, we must not forget to add, that 
. their character has less resemblance to these gods, who indeed 
appear only as ordinary men, with higher powers, more violent 
passions, and less limited lives, than it has to tbe northern Elf, 
and tbe German Nix and mountain Spirit — without heart aod 
soul themselves, but always intermeddling with intrusive curiosi- 
ty in human affairs, however void of real interest in them ; re- 
vengeful towards the most trifling offence or the least neglect, 
and bene6cent only to favourites arbitrarily chosen. 6 

The earliest historians mention the Slavi as divided into sev- 
eral-tribes and as speaking different dialects. There are do 
very ancient remains of their language, except those words or 
phrases, which we find scattered through the works of foreign 
writers; and these mostly perverted by their want of knowledge. 
Besides these we have the names of places, of festivals, partly 
still existing, and of some dignitaries, Knes, Zupan, etc. There 

6 See Gom* Mythengeschkhte der Jbiatischen Welt, Heidelb. 1810. 
Kayssarov's Versuch einer Slavischen Mythologies Gotting. 1804. Do- 
brovsky's SUwin, p. 40JL — 416. Durich Bibliotheca Slamca, Buda 1795. 
J. Potocki's Voyages dans quelques parties At la Basse Sou pour to 
recherche des antiquiUs Slaves, etc. Hamb. 1795. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Mythology, etc. 333 

ire indeed among the popular songs of the Bohemians, Servians, 
Russians, and several other tribes, many which are evidently 
derived from the pagan period ; but as they have been preserv- 
ed only by tradition, we must of course assume, that their dic- 
tion has been changed almost in the same proportion, as the 
language of common life. Hence national songs, before they 
hare been fixed by letters, are always to be considered as much 
safer proofs for the genius, than for the language of a people. It 
b however probable that at least one Slavic idiom was cultivated 
to a certain degree in very ancient times ; for from the single , 
circumstance, that Cyril's translation of the Bible, written in the 
middle of the ninth century, bears the stamp of uncommon per- 
fection in its forms and of a great copiousness, it is sufficiently 
evident that the language must have been the means of expres- 
sion for thinking men, several centuries before. There is in- 
deed no doubt, that the state of the language as it appears in 
that translation, required no short interval of preparation. 

The first attempts to convert portions of the Slavic race to 
Christianity were probably made before the seventh century ; 
but it was only at the beginning of the ninth, that they became 
partially successful. As this event was the dawn of a better day, 
tbe history of their language and literature begins only at that 
time. But before we enter into the examination of the different 
branches, we must not neglect to direct the eye of the reader to 
tbe whole trunk. This, in the most ancient times, appears to 
have ramified into two principal stems, tbe eastern and the west- 
ern; the former comprehending the Russians, Servians, Croa- 
tian*, and Vindes or Slovenzi ; and the latter or western stem, 
comprising the Bohemians, Poles, and the Prussian and Saxon 
Slavic races, remnants of the old Sorabae. The following enu- 
meration of the still existing distinct nations of the Slavic race, 
may serve to give a clearer view of them. 7 

7 A boundless confusion reigns in the classification of tbe Slavic 
nations among the earlier historians and philologists. It was the 
learned Dobrovsky of Prague, who first brought light into this chaos 
and established a classification, founded on a deep and thorough ex- 
amination of all the different dialects, and acknowledged by the equally 
high authority of Kopitar. Adelung in bis Mithridates, Vol. II. p. 
1610 sq. baa adopted it ; the specific names however, Antes and Sla- 
vs, which he applies to the two great divisions, and which were first 
need by Jornandes, are arbitrary and less distinct than those adopted 
by Dobrovsky and Kopitar, who divide all Slavic nations into the 

Vol. IV. No. 14. ' 43 
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A. Eastern Stem. 
I. Russian Branch* 

1. Russians. The Russians of Slavic origin form the bulk 
of the population of the European part of Russia. All the 
middle provinces of this vast empire are almost exclusively in- 
habited by a people of purely Slavic extraction ; and almost all 
the Slavi, who are scattered through Asiatic Russia, belong to 
the same race. More mixed with Russniaks are the Cossaks of 
Malo-Russia, who are partly descendants of Slavi, partly of 
Tartars and Circassians ; and dwell along the rivers Bog, Don, 
and Dnieper, the Euxine, and the sea of Azof. The Lettones 
in Courland and the Lithuanians in Grodno, Wilna, and Byali- 
stock, with the same language and by some historians considered 
as a Slavic race degenerated in very ancient times, are probably a 
distinct people or a Finnish-Scythian tribe. The whole sum of 
the Russian Slavic population, belonging to the Greek church, 
amounts to thirty two millions. 

2. Rossniaks, or Ruthenians. In Malo-Russia, Poland, 
Galicia, Bukowina, and in the northern part of Hungary, about 
three millions, all of them belonging to the oriental church indeed, 
but partly to the Greek-Catholic or united church. 

II. Servian Branch. 

I. Bulgarians, in the Turkish province Sofia Vilayeti, be- 

fforth-Wtsttrn and South-Eastern Stems. Still more distinct, and not 
admitting any misunderstanding, would have been the terms * JWrfs- 
ern and Western} and ' Southern and Eastern, division ; which indeed 
can be the only proper meaning of those appellations. The Slovaks 
in Hungary, for instance, who belong to the first division, cannot prop- 
erly be called a North- Western people ; and the Russians who belong 
to the second, still less a South-Eastern nation. The origin from 
the South is common to all the Slavic tribes ; hence the appellation 
of Northern and Southern can be applied to them merely in a rela- 
tive sense ; and that portion of the Slavic race which inhabits Rus- 
sia, never is known to have lived in a more southern region than 
their Bohemian brethren. To avoid misapprehension, we prefer a 
division of the Slavi into Eastern and Western Stems. In other res- 
pects, we have, in our sketch, principally followed Scbaflarik's History 
of the Slavic Language and Literature, Gtschichie der Slavische* 
JSprache und Ltieratur, Buda 1826, a work of great merit, to which 
we are indebted, as we take pleasure in acknowledging, for whatever 
little merit our essay may possess. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] General Divisions. 935 

tweeo the Danube, the Euxioe, the Balkan, and Servia, about 
600,000 in number; most of tbem belonging to the Greek 
church, and a small part of them Catholics. 

2. Servians. Servia, between the rivers Timock, Drina, 
Save and Danube, and the Balkan, as a Turkish province called 
Serf Vilayeti, has more than 800,000 inhabitants. In earlier 
times, and especially at the end of the seventeenth century, many 
of tbem emigrated to Hungary, where now, exclusively of their 
near relatives the Slavonians, 350,000 Servians are settled. 
Total 1,150,000, belonging to the Greek church. 

3. Bosnians, between Dalmatia, the Balkan mountains, and 
tbe rivers Drina, Verbas and Save ; about 350,000 in number. 
There are of late many Mohammedans among them, who still 
retain their language and most of their Slavic customs. The 
Majority however remain Christians, most of them belonging to 
the Greek church ; about 100,000 are Roman Catholics. 

4. Monteneorines (Tchernogortzi). The Slavic inhabit- 
ants of the Turkish province Albania, among the mountains of 
Montenegro, which extend themselves from Bosnia to the sea 
coast as far as Antivari. This remarkable people tbe Turks 
hare never been able to subjugate completely. They enjoy a 
sort of military-republican freedom. Their chief head is a 
bishop of very limited power. Between 30,000 and 60,000 
sods, belonging to the Eastern church. 

5. Slavonians. Inhabitants of the Austrian kingdom of 
Slavonia, and the duchy of Syrraia, between Hungary and Bos- 
nia in tbe North and South, 500,000 in number. A small ma- 
jority belongs to the Roman, the rest to tbe Greek church. 

6. Dalmatians. The country along the Adriatic, between 
Croatia and Albania, together with the adjacent islands, is 
called the kingdom of Dalmatia, and likewise belongs at present 
to the Austrian empire. It has about 300,000 inhabitants, and 
adjoins on the N. E. Herzegovina, a part of the Turkish district 
of Bosnia, where live about 80,000 Dalmatians. Total 380, 
000 ; all Roman Catholics, with the exception of about 70,000 
who belong to tbe Eastern church. 

III. Croatian Branch. 

The Austrian kingdom of Croatia of our time, between Sty- 
ria, Hungary, Slavonia, Bosnia, Dalmatia, and the Adriatic, is 
not the ancient Croatia of Constantino Porpbyrogenkus. To- 
gether with tbe Croatian colonists in Hungary and die inhabit- 
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ants of the Turkish Sandshak Banialouka, it contains about 
730,000 souls. Of these 174,000 belong to the Greek church; 
the others are Catholics. 

IV. Vindish Branch, or Slovenzi. 

This comprises the Slavic inhabitants of the duchy of Styria, 
of the kingdom of Illyria, (the two Austrian duchies, Carinthia 
and Carniola), and of the banks of the rivers Muhr and Raab 
in Hungary. With the exception of a few Protestants they 
are all Catholics, about 800,000 in number. They call them- 
selves Slovenzi, but are known by foreign writers under the 
name of Vindes. 

B. Western Stem.. 

I. Bohemian Branch. 

1. Bohemians (Tchekes). 2. Moravians. These are the 
Slavic inhabitants of the kingdom of Bohemia and Margravate 
of Moravia, both belonging to the Austrian empire. They 
amount to about 3,700,000 ; of whom 100,000 are Protesttots, 
the rest Catholics. 

II. Slovakish Branch. 

Almost all the northern part of Hungary is inhabited by Slo- 
vaks; besides this, they are scattered through the whole of that 
country, and speak different dialects. They are 1,800,000 in 
number ; two thirds Catholics and one third Protestants. 

III. Polish Branch. 

Inhabitants of the old kingdom of Poland, of the provinces 
called since 1772 the Russian-Polish, of the duchy of Poseo,of 
the Austrian kingdom of Galicia, and the republic of Cracow. 
Further, the Slavic part of the population of Silesia. Tbey 
amount to ten millions, all Catholics, excepting half a million of 
Protestants. 

IV. Sorabian-Vendish Branch. 

Remnants of the old Sorabae and several other Slavic races, 
in Lusatia, and some parts of Brandenburg. About 200,000, 
Protestants and Catholics. 
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There is do doubt, that besides the races here enumerated, 
there are Slavic tribes scattered through Germany, Transylvania, 
Moldavia and Walachia, nay, through the whole of Turkey ; as 
for instance the Tchaconic dialect, spoken in the eastern part of \ 
ancient Sparta and unintelligible to the other Greeks, has been i 
proved by one of the most distinguished philologists to have i 
been of Slavic origin. 8 But to ascertain their number, at any 
rate very small, would be a matter of impossibility, and in every 
respect of little consequence. 

As we distinguish among the nations of the Slavic race two 
great families, the connexion of whose members among each other 
is entirely independent of their present geographical situation, we 
find also in the Slavic language the same marked distinction. 
To specify the marks, by which the etymologian recognizes to 
which of these families each nation belongs, seems to be here 
out of place. The reader, without knowing the language itself, 
would hardly be able to comprehend them sufficiently ; and he 
who understands it, will find better sources of information in phi- 
blogical works. All that concerns us here, is the general char- 
acter, the genius of the language. For this purpose we will try 
to give in a few words a general outline of its grammar, exhibit- 
ing principally those features, which, as being common to all or 
most of its different dialects, seem to be the best adapted to ex- 
press its general character. 

The analogy between the Slavic and the Sanscrit languages 
consists indeed only in the similar sound of a great many words ; 
the construction of the former is purely European, and it has in 
this respect a nearer relation to the Greek, Latin and German; 
with which idioms it has evidently been derived from the same 
source. 9 The Slavic has three genders. 'Like the Latin, it 

8 By Kopitar ; see the Wiener Jahrbucher, 1822, Vol. XVII. Kas- 
taniea, Sitina, Gorica, and Prasto, are Slavic names. There is even 
a place called SxkapoxvqLy Slavic village. Leake in •his Researches 
observes that Slavic names of places occur throughout all Greece. 

9 The affinity of the Slavic and Greek languages it has recent- 
ly been attempted to prove in several works. Dankovsky in his 
work, Die Griechen als Sprachvenoandtt der Sloven, Presburg 1828, 
contends that a knowledge of the Slavic language is of the highest im- 
portance for the Greek scholar, as the only means by which he may 
be enabled to clear up obscure passages and to ascertain the signifi- 
cation of doubtful words. Among the historical proofs, he furnishes 
a vocabulary containing 306 Slavic and Greek words of striking aoal- 
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knows no article ; at least not the genuine Slavic ; for those dia- 
lects which have lost their national character, like the Bulgarian, 
or those which have been corrupted by the influence of the Ger- 
man, 10 employ the demonstrative pronoun as an article ; and the 
Bulgarian has borrowed the Albanian mode of suffixing ooe to 
the noun. For this very reason the declensions are more per- 
fect in Slavic than in German and Greek ; for the different cases, 
as in Latin, are distinguished by suffixed syllables or endings. 
The singular has seven cases ; the plural only six, the vocative 
having always the form of the nominative. As for the dual, a 
form however which the Slavic languages do not all possess, the 
nominative and accusative, the genitive and local, the dative and 
instrumental cases, are always alike. 

For the declensions of adjectives the Slavic has two principal 
forms, according as they are definite or indefinite. The Old or 
Church Slavonic knows only two degrees of comparison, the 
positive and comparative; it has no superlative, or rather it has 
the same form lor the comparative and superlative. This is 
regularly made by the suffix ti, mostly united with ooe of those 
numerous sibilants, for which the English language has hardly 
letters or signs, sh, tsh, scht, etc. In the more modern dialects 

ogy. " Of three Bisters," he observes, " one kept faithful to her mother 
tongue— the Slavic language ; the second gave to that common heritage 
the highest cultivation — the Greek language ; and the third mixed the 
mother tongue with a foreign idiom — the Latin language." A work of 
the same tendency has been published in the Greek Language, by the 
Greek priest Constantine, Vienna 1828. It contains a vocabulary of 
800 pages of Russian and Greek words, corresponding in sound and 
meaning. — That these views are not new, is generally known ; al- 
though they hardly* ever have been carried so far, except perhaps by 
the author of the History of Russia, Levesque, who considers the 
Latins as a Slavic colony ; or by Solarich, who derived all modem 
languages from the Slavic. Gelenius in his Lexicon Sgmpkomm, 
1557, made the first etymological attempt in respect to the Sialic 
languages. In modern times, great attention has been paid to Sla- 
vic etymology by Dobrovsky, Linde, Adelung, Bantkje, Fritscb, 
and others. An Efymologicon Universale was published in 1811, at 
Cambridge in England, by W. Whiter. — Galiffe, in his Italy and its 
inhabitants, 1816 and 1817, started the opinion, that the Russian was 
the original language, and that the Old Slavonic and all the rest were 
only dialects. 

10 Or rather some writers in Lusatia and the Austrian prorinoss 
comprised in the kingdom of Illyria. 
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this deficiency has been supplied ; in most of them a superlative 
form is made by prefixing the particle na% ; e. g. in Servian, 
wmdar, wise, mudrii, wiser, na'imudrii, the wisest. The Rus- 
sian, besides this and several other superlative forms, has one, 
that is more perfect, as proceeding from the adjective itself: 
dorogkii, dear, doroshe, dearer, doroshaishii, dearest. Equally 
rich Is this language in augmentative and diminutive forms not 
only of the substantive but also of the adjective, a perfection in 
which even the Italian can hardly be compared to it ; of which 
however all the Slavic dialects possess more or less. Almost all 
the Russian substantives have two auementatives and three di- 
minutives; some have even more. We abstain with some diffi- 
culty from adducing examples ; but we are afraid of going be- 
yond our limits. It deserves to be. mentioned as a peculiarity, 
that the Slavi consider only the first four ordinal numbers as ad- 
jectives, and all the following ones as substantives. For this 
reason, the governed word must stand in the genitive, instead of 
the accusative : osm $ot (nom. slo), eight hundred. In all neg- 
atire phrases they employ likewise the genitive instead of the 
accusative. A double negation occurs in Slavic frequently, 
without indicating an affirmation ; for even if another negation 
has already taken place, they are accustomed to prefix to the 
verb the negative particle ne or nje. 

In respect to the verb, it is difficult to give a general idea of 
its character ; for it is in the forms of this part of speech, that 
there reigns the greatest variety in the numerous dialects of the 
Slavic language. The same termination which in Old Slavonic 
aod in Russian indicates invariably the first person of the present, 
a or gu y is in Servian that of the third person plural of the 
present and imperfect ; and the general termination of the Ser- 
vian and the Polish for the first person of the present, am, em or 
», is in Old Slavonic and Russian used for the plural, em and 
m. There is however one fundamental form through all the 
Slavic dialects for the second person of the present, a termina- 
tion m a$h, esh or ish; and this is consequently the person, by 
which it is to be recognized to what conjugation a verb belongs. 

The division of the verbs adopted in all other European lan- 
guages into Active and Passive, seems to be useless in Slavic ; 
for their being active or passive has no influence upon their flex- 
ion ; and the forms of the Latin Passive and Deponent must in 
Slavic be expressed by a circumlocution. A division of more 
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importance and springing from tbe peculiarity of the language 
itself, is that into verbs Perfect and Imperfect. Neither the 
Greek, nor the Latin, nor the German, nor any of the languages 
descending from tbem, admits of a similar distinction. It seems 
therefore difficult for persons not perfectly acquainted with any 
Slavic dialect, to form to themselves a clear idea of it. It is 
however one of their most striking features, which adds very 
considerably to their general richness and power. The relation 
in which the perfect and imperfect verbs stand to each other, is 
about the same as that of the perfect and imperfect tenses in 
the conjugation of the Latin verb. Perfect verbs express that 
an action takes place a single time, and therefore is entirely 
completed and past ; from their very nature it results, that they 
have no imperfect tense, and their conjugation must be in general 
incomplete. Imperfect verbs express that tbe same action con- 
tinues. Both have in most cases the same radical syllable, and 
may be formed with a certain degree of freedom ; thus in Ser- 
vian, viknuti, to cry once, vikati, to be crying ; %mriydi,Vi die, 
umirali, to be dying. There are however others, which stand 
in the same relation to each other without issuing from the same 
verbal stock ; e. g. in Servian, tchuti and slxuhati, to hear; 
retji and govoriti, to speak, etc. 

The Polish language, which is remarkably rich in every kind 
of flexion, has a still simpler and more regular way of forming 
also a frequentative out of almost every verb; e. e. czytam^l 
read, czytivam, I read often ; biore, I take, iterant, f take often, 
etc. In Bohemian, in respect to grammar by far the most culti- 
vated of the Slavic languages, there is a refinement in the tenses, 
of which even the most perfect knowledge of the classical lan- 
guages gives hardly any idea, and the right use of which is sel- 
dom, if ever, acquired by foreigners. Duration, decision, repe- 
tition, all the different shades of time and purpose, which other 
languages have to circumscribe in long phrases, the Bohemian 
expresses by a slight alteration of one or two syllables. 

Not less rich in these variations of the verb is the Russian. 
Besides a vast treasure of original, genuine indefinite verbs, 
as they call all those, which have the general character of the 
verb of other languages, without any allusion to the duration or 
continuance of the action, they have verbs simple, frequentative, 
and perfect. A single example will illustrate the /act : 
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Verb indefinite, dvifrat', 11 to move. 

Verb simple dvinut\ to move a single time. 

Verb frequentative dvigivat\ to move repeatedly. 1 * 

Verb perfect sdvigat*, to more completely. 

The reader may judge for himself of what precision, compact- 
ness, and energy, a language is capable, which has so little need 
of circumlocution. It must be mentioned, however, that not all 
these verbs are complete ; as indeed in many cases, it is obvious 
from their very nature, that many tenses must be wanting. It 
is probably for this reason, that some of the most distinguished 
grammarians do not acknowledge this division of the verb itself ; 
but put all its variations under the conjugation of a single verb, 
as different tenses, — a proceeding, which contributes much to 
make the Slavic grammar a horror to all foreigners. 

If this short and meagre sketch is hardly sufficient to give 
the reader an idea of the richness, precision, and general per- 
fectibility of the Slavic languages, it will be still more difficult 
to reconcile his mind to their sound; against which the most de- 
cided prejudices exist among all foreigners. The old Slavic 
alphabet has forty-six letters ; from this variety it can justly be 
concluded that the lauguage had originally at least nearly as 
many difierent sounds, although a great part of them are no 
longer to be found in the modern Slavic languages. It is true 
that all the dialects are comparatively poor in vowels, and like the 
oriental languages, utterly deficient in diphthongs. 13 They have 
neither the, oe nor ue, which the, Germans consider as the best 
sounds of their idiom ; nor the Greek a, vt, av, tv, etc. still less 
the variety of pronunciation of one and the same vowel, pe- 
culiar to the English. The Poles, Russians, and Bohemians, 
possess however a twofold t, 14 a finer and a coarser one, the 
hitter of which is not to be found in any other European lan- 

11 The t" signifies the Yehr, or so-called soft sign of the Russians in 
addition to the t This letter not existing in the English language, 
we have endeavoured to supply it in the best possible way by the as- 
pirate of the Greek language, which when it follows t, is not very un- 
like it ; e. g. yvxi i'lfUQOv, written rvx^nfuqov. The real sound, how- 
ever, is more like the German soft ch after t, as in Stadtchen, Hutchen. 

12 They are to be compared with the Latin verbs frequentative, as 
fadkare instead offaccre, cursitare instead of currere, etc. 

13 With the exception of the Slovakish dialect. 

14 Pronounce the i as in the word machine. 
Vol. IV. No. 14. 44 
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guage ; and the Poles besides this hive natal vowel*, as other 
languages have nasal consonants. 15 

ft is a striking peculiarity, that Slavic words very seldom be- 
gin with a pure o,* 6 hardly ever with e. 17 There are in the 
whole Russian language, only two words of Slavic origin, which 
have an initial e, and about twenty foreign ones in which this 
letter has been preserved in its purity ; in all the rest the e b in- 
troduced byy; e. g. Yelisaveta, Elizabeth; ye$t\ it is, est;. 
Tepiscop, episcopus, bishop; yercst, heresy, etc. The initial 
o is more frequent, and is especially preserved in most foreign 
proper names ; e. g. Alexander, Anna, etc. or in other foreign 
words, where they omit the H; as Ad, Hades, Hell, Allelaya, 
Hallelujah. But the natural tendency of the language is to in- 
troduce it likewise by y ,* thus they say yagnyay in preference 
to agnya, aenus, although this last also is to be found in the old 
church books*, yasti, to eat, yakor, anchor, yavor, maple, Ger- 
man ahorn.** The o in the beginning of words, is pure in most 
Slavic dialects, i. e. without a preceding consonant In Rus- 
sian it sounds frequently more like an a than an a; e. g. oik, 
one, instead of odin ; atiolz, father, instead of otetz. But tbe 
Vendes of Lusatia pronounce it vo ; as also the Bohemians in 
the language of common life ; although in higher style they ha?e 
a pure initial o. The Croatians, on the other hand, have no 
pure initial u ; they say vuho, ear, instead of uho or ucho. 

As to consonants, there is a great variety in tbe Slavic lan- 
guages. There is however no / to be found in any genuine 
Slavic word ; and even in words adopted from foreign languages, 
this letter has frequently changed its sound. So the Bohemian 
has made barwa from the German farbe, colour. In respect to 
the connexion of the Slavic with tbe Latin, it is interesting to 
compare bob with faba, bodu with fodio, vru with fervea, furu 
with ferio, plamen with flamma, pisncala with fistula, etc. 

The greatest variety among the Slavic letters exists in the sib- 
ilants* Of these there are seven, perfectly distinct from eath 
other; some of which it would be difficult to denote by English 

15 Tbe Portuguese a, e , etc* are apparent** aasal vowels, tut in 
reaJky only different modes of writing for am, tm, etc. 

16 TfaaEaglfeb a in falter. 

17 Like tbe English e in they. 

18 Compare the smooth breathing of the Greeks, and the Sbcmitiab 
AUpk or Eltf. 
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character*. 19 They art the favourite sounds of the language* 
Not only the guttural sounds, g, ck, and A, but also d and t, 
are changed in many cases into analogous sibilants, according to 
filed and very simple rules* On the other band, the Slavic na- 
tions have a way ef softening the harshness of the consonants, 
peculiar in that extent to them alone. The Frenchman has bis I 
wumiltf, the Spaniard his eUe efoUado and i\ ) the Portuguese 
b'mlh tad nh; the Slavic nations possess the same softening 
sound for almost all their consonants. Such is the usual termi- 
nation of the Russian verb in at or ii\ etc. where other Slavic 
nations say aU or t'ri, or those of the western branch ac or ec. 
In the same manner it occurs after initial consonants ; thus mja$o f 
nest ; bjd, white ; Ijubov, love, etc. 

The letters / and r have in all Slavic languages the value of 
vowels ; words tike twrdy y wjtr, which judging from their ap- 
pearance a foreigner would despair of ever being able to pro- 
nounce, are always in metre used as words of two syllables. 
Thus Wlky Srpj are not harsher than Wolk and Serp. We 
feel however that these examples cannot serve to refute the ex- 
isting prejudices against the euphony of the Slavic languages. 
Instead of ourselves, let one of their most eloquent and warmest 
advocates defend them against the reproach of roughness and 
harshness. 90 "Euphony and feminine softness of a language are 
two very different things. It is true that in most of the Slavic 
dialects, with the exception of the Servian, the consonants are 
predominant ; but if we consider a language in a philosophical 
point of view, the consonants, as being the signs of ideas, and 
the vowels, as being mere bearers in the service of the conso- 
nants, appear in a quite different light. The more consonants, 
the richer is a language in ideas. Exempla svnt in promtu. 
The euphony of single syllables is only partial and relative ; but 
the harmony of a whole language depends on the euphonic 
sound of periods, words, syllables, and single letters. What lan- 
guage possesses these four elements of harmony in equal meas- 
ure ? Too many vowels sound just as unpleasantly as too many 
consonants ; a suitable number and interchange of both is requi- 
site to produce true harmony. Even harsh syllables belong to 
the necessary qualities of a language ; for nature herself has 
harsh sounds, which the poet would be unable to paint without 

19 There is e. g. a single letter in old Slavonic and Russian for 
itoft. The Pole writes ncz. 
* Schaffarik in his GeschichU, etc. p. 40 sq. 
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harsh sounding tones. The roughness of the Slavic idioms, of 
which foreigners have complained so frequently, is therefore ex- 
clusively to be ascribed to the awkwardness of inexperienced 
or tasteless writers ; or they are ridiculous mistakes of the rea- 
der, who, unacquainted with the language, receives the sounds 
with his eyes instead of bis ears." — " The pure and distinct 
vocalization, which does not leave it to the arbitrary choice of 
the speaker to pronounce certain vowels or to pass them over, 
as is the case in German, French, and English, gives at the same 
time to the Slavic languages the advantage of a regular quantity 
of their syllables, as in Greek ; which makes them better adapted 
than any other for imitating the old classic metres. We must 
confess, however, that this matter has been hitherto neglected ia 
most of them, or has been treated with little intelligence. We 
mean to say : Each Slavic syllable is by its very nature either 
short or long ; since each Slavic vowel has a twofold duratioo, 
both short and long. This natural shortening and lengthening 
of a syllable is, as with the Greeks, entirely independent of the 
grammatical stress or falling of the voice upon them, or in other 
words, of the prosodic tone ; the quantity being founded oo the 
nature of the pronunciation, on the longer or shorter duration 
of the vowel itself, and not on the grammatical accent This 
latter may lie just as well on syllables prosodically short, as on 
those which are long." 

From these introductory remarks, we turn again to the his- 
torical part of our essay, referring the reader back to our di- 
vision of the whole Slavic race into the Eastern and Western 
Stems. There are three languages, perfectly distinct from each 
other, spoken by the Eastern Slavic nations; besides that most 
remarkable Old or Church Slavonic, the language of their Bible, 
now no longer a living tongue, but still the inexhaustible source 
of the sublimest and holiest expressions for its younger sisters. 
Each of them possesses a literature of its own ; and one of them, 
the Servian, even a double literature ; for political circumstances 
and the influence of the early division of the oriental and occidental 
churches having unfortunately split the nation into two parts, 
caused them also to adopt two different methods of writing one 
and the same language, as we shall show in the sequel. 21 

81 We abstain here from giving any historical references, as it would 
swell our notes to a book ; and historical notices, with the exception 
of those circumstances in immediate connexion with the langwgt, 
cannot properly be expected here. All philological sources hare 
been faithfully mentioned. 
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A. Eastern Slavi. 

I. History of the Old or Church Slavic (commonly called Sla- 
vonic) Language and Literature. 

It can hardly be doubted that in very ancient times the whole 
Slavic race spoke only one language. This seems however 
very early to have been broken up into several dialects ; and 
such indeed must have been the natural result of the wide ex- 
tension of the people. Eginhard, the secretary and historian of 
Charlemagne, d. 839, calls the Slavic nations, whom his hero 
subjugated, Veletabae, Sorabae, Obotrites, and Bohemians; 
and mentions expressly that they did not all speak the same, but 
a very similar language. It would be difficult to decide what 
portion of the still existing Slavic tongue has kept itself the pu- 
rest ; the Old Slavic has its Graecisms, the Servian its Turcisms, 
the Polish and Bohemian their Germanisms, the Russian its 
Tartarisms, Germanisms, and Gallicisms. No language in the 
world will ever resist the influence of the languages of its neigh- 
bours; and even the lofty Chinese wall cannot protect the in- 
habitants of that vast empire from corruptions in their language. 
It was formerly the general view, that the ecclesiastical Slavonic 
was to be considered as the mother of all the living Slavic dia- 
lects; and there are indeed even now a few philologians and 
historians, who still adhere to that opinion. The deeper inves- 
tigations of modern times, wherever an equal share of profound 
erudition and love of truth has happened to be united in the 
same persons, have sufficiently proved, that the church Slavonic j 
b to be considered, not as the mother of all the other Slavic ; 
languages, but as standing to them only in the relation of an elder ! 
sister, — a dialect like them, but earlier developed and cultivated. * 
The original mother-tongue, from which they were all derived, 
must have perished many centuries ago. But where the Old 
Slavonic was once spoken, and which of the still living dialects 
has been developed immediately out of it, — an honour to which all 
the nations of the eastern stem, and one of the western, aspire, — 
is a question which all the investigations and conclusions of able 
historians and philologians have not hitherto been able to answer 
in a satisfactory manner. The highest authorities in k Slavic 
matters are divided^ on this point. 

The claims of the Russians are easily refuted, as utterly des- 
titute of any historical foundation. The circumstance, however. 
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that the language of the Slavic Bible was in Russia, until the 
reign of Peter the Great, exclusively the language of books, con- 
firmed the natives for a long time in the belief, that the old Rus- 
sian and the church Slavic were one and the same language; 
and that the modern Russian was the immediate descendant of 
the latter ; until modern criticism has better illustrated the whole 
subject. 28 

The great similarity of the Slovakuh language with the Old 
Slavic, especially of the national dialect spoken by those Slovaks, 
who live scattered through Hungary, and the correspondence of 
their grammatical forms and flexions, to a degree not found in 
any other Slavic language, seems to decide for the Slovaks. 
An historical basis is likewise not wanting to this hypothesis; for 
the Slovaks belonged formerly to the great kingdom of Mora- 
via, where, according to all the ancient historians, Cyril and Me- 
thodius lived and taught the longest. 33 

On the other side, the venerable Bohemian Abbot Dobrovsky, 
who has examined the opinions of his predecessors with more 
exactness and eruditioo, and investigated the nature of the dif- 
ferent Slavic dialects more deeply than any philologist before 
him, decides for the Servians. According to him, the Old 
Slavic was, in the time of Cyril and Methodius, the Servian- 
Bulgarian-Macedonian dialect, the language of the Slavi in 
Thessalonica, the birthplace of these two Slavic apostles. 94 

His grounds seemed indeed incontestible, until Kopkar, a 
name of equal authority and importance in Slavic matters, who 
formerly agreed with him, 25 proved in a later work, 86 with reasons 
of no less weight, that the true home of the language of the 
Slavic Bible was to be sought among the Pannonic or Cara*- 

29 See below in the History of the Russian Language and the so 
called Improvement of the Bible and church books. 

93 In modern times this view has been defended principally by Rus- 
sian philologists, the Metropolitan Eugene, Kalajdovitch, etc. 

84 See his KyrUl und Method, Prague, 1823. Schloezer consider* 
likewise the Old Slavic as a Bulgarian dialect of the ninth century. 
See his Northern History, p. 330. In another place he calls it the 
mother of the other Slavic languages ; see his Nestor, I. p. 46. 

85 In his Grammar of the Slavic Language in Caroiola, Carinthia, 
and Styria. 

* Jahrbueher der Literatw, Vienna 1832, Vol. XVII. Grimm is of 
the same opinion ; see the preface to his translation of Vuk Stephano- 
vitch's Servian Grammar. 
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tamo-Slavi, the Slovenxi or Vvk&tt of the present tiroes.* 
These were Methodius 9 own diocesans ; for tbeir instruction 
the Scriptures were first translated, and only carried by the two 
brethren, at a later period, to the Bulgarians and Moravians, 
who easily understood the kindred dialect. 

Be this as it may, the Old Slavonic has long since become the 
common property of all the Slavic nations, and its treasures are 
for all of them an inexhaustible mine. Dobrovsky counted in 
it 1605 radical syllables. 97 Hence, it is not only rich in its 
present state, but has in itself the inestimable power of augment* 
tug its richness, the faculty of creating new forms of expression 
for new ideas. But its great perfection does not consist alone 
in this multiplicity of words. Schloezer, the great historian and 
linguist, justly observes: "Among all modern languages the 
Slavonic (Old Slavic) is one of those which are most fully de- 
reloped. With its richness and other perfections I have here 
no concern. How it became so, the history of its cultivation 
sufficiently explains. Its model was the Greek language, in 
those days the most cultivated in the world ; although Cedreous 
oo longer wrote like Xenophoo. No idiom was more capable 
thaa the Slavonic of adopting the beauties of the Greek. The 
translators, intending a literal version, and not like Caedmon the 
Anglo-Saxon, or Otfried the German, a mere poetic metaphrase, 
were in a certain measure compelled to subdue their own lan- 
guage, to make it flexible, to invent new turns, in order faithfully 
to imitate the original." ** 

After having ceased for centuries to be a language of com- 
mon life, the Old Slavic has of course lost that kind of pliancy 
and facility, which only a living language, employed to express 
all the daily wants of men, can possibly acquire. But for this 
same reason it has gained infinitely in solemnity and dignity. 
Imposing by its very sound, exciting in the minds of millions 
sanctifying religious associations, it seems to have grown almost 
un6t for any vulgar use, and exclusively devoted to holy, or at 
least to serious and dignified subjects. 

There are, as we have mentioned above, many circumstances, . 
which seem to justify the opinion, that the Slavi were very early | 
in possession of a degree of cultivation, which makes it indeed 

• See above, p. 336. 

27 Debrowky'BsButuntrfzu exner ailgemeuHn SUmschtn Etymdogit, 
Prague 1812. See also the Hovanka of this celebrated scholar. 

* Sohlozer's Nestor, III. p. 234. 
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difficult to believe, that they should not have known bow to read 
and write before the ninth century. Neighbours of the Greeks, 
and in constant intercourse with them ; both as a nation, by war 
and traffic, and through individuals who lived at the court of 
Constantinople ; it can hardly be supposed that no earlier attempt 
should have been made, to adapt the Greek alphabet to the Sla- 
vic language, or to invent a new one, founded on that basis. 
There is however not a single satisfactory proof, that this was 
ever done with any degree of success before that time ; not- 
withstanding all the grounds by which some modern writers, 
zealous and eloquent advocates of this opinion, have endeav- 
oured to support it." All the legends and early historical annals 
agree in calling Cyril the inventor of the Slavic alphabet. 

This alphabet, as arranged by Cyril, is founded on the Greek. 
In arranging it, Cyril employed all the Greek characters, al- 
though a few of them have so much altered their shape in the 
course of time, as hardly to be recognized in their present form, 
e.g. the Zand the Hodhe Greeks. The first has the English, 
not the Greek pronunciation of that letter; the latter in its 
altered shape is the common / of the Slavic language, and thus 
corresponds with the pronunciation of the modern Greeks. The 
Hot Eta in an unaltered form, on the other hand, is the N of 
the Slavic alphabet. The Greek B, /?, went over into the still 
softer sound of F, v* and another sign was selected for Buki 
or JS. This and all the characters to denote Slavic sounds, 
which he did not find in the Greek alphabet, Cyril took from 
other oriental languages, wherever he could find similar sounds ; 
and thus very judiciously avoided that accumulation of letters to 
mark a single sound, which occur so often in all the systems of 
writing derived from the Latin. In this manner he extended 
bis alphabet to forty-six characters or signs ; some of them 
indeed merely signs for expressing shades of pronunciation, 
which in other languages are denoted by marks, points, etc. 
Some others are not pronounced at all, and seem, at least ac- 
cording to the present state of the Slavic languages, utterly su- 
perfluous. Hence the Russians and Servians have diminished 
the number of their letters considerably ; although the Russian 
has still some which could be amalgamated with others, or en- 
tirely omitted. Whether the Old Slavonic actually had, at the 

89 Rakoviecky, in his edition of the Pravda Russka, Warsaw' 1890 
— 22. Katancsich, Spteimen PhUoiogiae tt Geographic, etc. 1796. 
* As in Modern Greek ; see Buttmann'a Greek Grammar, § 3. 2. 
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fltoe of Cyril's invention, so many different shades of sound, it 
would be difficult to decide at present, after that language has 
existed for so many centuries as a mere language of books. 

Cyril, or, according to his baptismal name, Constantine, and 
Methodius his brother, belong among the benefactors of man- 
kind ; for h was they, who procured for the Slavic nations so 
early as the ninth century the inestimable privilege of reading 
the Holy Scriptures in a language familiar to their ears and 
minds; whilst the sacred volume yet remained, for centuries 
after, inaccessible to all the other European Christians, the ex- 
clusive property of the priesthood. They were born in Thes- 
salonica, in the early part of the ninth century, of a noble family; 
it does not appear whether of Greek or of Slavic extraction. 
Macedonia, of which province Thessalonica was in the times of 
the Romans the capital, was inhabited by many Slavi at a very 
early period. Constantine, who obtained by his learning and 
abilities the surname of the Philosopher, could have learned 
Shirk* bete, even without belonging to the Slavic nation. As a 
fldbrftbing commercial city, this place was peculiarly favourable 
tUt learning languages ; and it was probably here too, that Con- 
stantine learned Armenian ; for his introducing several Arme- 
nian tetters into the Slavic alphabet seems to prove, that this 
fcmguage was not unknown to him. When grown up his parents 
Sent trim to Byzantium, where he entered the clerical profession. 

There came ambassadors from the Khazares, a Hunnic- 
ftrtaric tribe, to the emperor Michael, to ask for a teacher in 
Christianity. On the recommendation of Ignatius, Constantine 
was chosen for this mission, as being particularly qualified by his 
eloquence and piety. On the road he stopped for some time hi 
Cherson on the Dnieper, where he learned the Khazaric lan- 
guage. The empire of the Khazares extended from the Volga 
and the Caspian Sea, across the Caucasian isthmus and the 
peninsula of Taurida, as far as to Moldavia and Walachia. 
Several Slavic tribes were tributary to them ; but about the 
middle of the ninth century, at the time of Cyril's mission, their 
power began to decline ; their vassals became their enemies, and 
gradually their conquerors ; until towards the end of the tenth 
and at the beginning of the eleventh century, their empire became 
entirely extinct.* Constantine converted and baptized their Khan, 

• See Rees'. Cyclopedia, art. Khazares ; where however it is incor- 
rectly said that they were a Turkish tribe. 4 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 45 
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whose example was followed by a great part of the nation, h 
was probably after he had returned from this mission, that Cyril 
went to convert the Bulgarians. At this time, or just before, 
according to Dobrovsky's opinion, he invented the Slavic 
letters, and translated the Gospels, during his stay in Byzan- 
tium. Between A. D. 861 and 863* there came another eon 
bassy to the emperor, from the Moravian prince Rostishv, who 
asked for a teacher, not only to instruct his subjects in Christiani- 
ty more perfectly than it had been done before, but also to teach 
them to read. Most of the Moravians were already baptised. 
Constantino, accompanied by his brother Methodius, was sentto 
Moravia, where the people received them with expressions of joy. 
They introduced here the Slavic liturgy, and preached in the Sla- 
vic language. One peculiar circumstance served to give to their 
persons a more than common sanctity. Constantino had besa 
so fortunate as to discover in Cherson the bones of the holy 
Clement, relicts which he everywhere carried with him. After 
three or four years, the pope invited the two brethren to Rome, 
where the possession of these relics procured him great honour 
and distinction. The pope Adrian, followed by the clergy aad 
people, met them and their treasure before the gates of the city. 
Both the brothers were consecrated as bishops ; those of their 
Moravian disciples who had accompanied them to Rome, were 
made priests and deacons. Constantino received the consecra- 
tion, but did not accept the diocese allotted to him. With the 
permission of the pope, he adopted the name of Cyril, and died 
forty days afterwards, Feb. 13, A. D. 868. His remembrance 
is cherished as holy by the Slavic nations ; and even as early as 
A.D.I 056, we Gnd in the calendar of the EvangeliumofOttromir, 
the fourteenth of February set down for the celebration of bis 
memory. 

Methodius returned to Moravia the same year, A. D. 868. 
He was what was called an episcopus regionarius, and bad 
therefore no fixed residence. In the letters of pope John VIII, 
be is called bishop of Moravia and Pannonia. The first of these 
countries was at this period the theatre of bloody wars ; the Sla- 
vic inhabitants of the other had been already as early as A D. 
798 converted to Christianity by German priests. lo conse- 
quence of this, Methodius found the Latin worship established 
here, and the Latin language in use. The innovation made by 
him, however, was of course greatly favoured bv the people, 
Who fot die first time heard the gospel read to tftem in a Ian- 
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gnagetbey understood. Bat it found the more opposition with 
the priests. The whole jealousy of the Roman church seems 
to hive been awakened by Methodius' proceedings. He found 
however a protector in the pope himself, who feared perhaps an 
e ntiic alienation of the Slavic population, and their transition to 
die Oriental church. But he was at the same time desirous to 
preserve the whole authority of the Latin language. In a letter 
to tbe Moravian prince Svatophik, he enjoins expressly, " that 
in all the Moravian churches the gospel, for tbe sake of the 
greater dignity, should be read first in Latin, and afterwards 
translated into Slavic for the people ignorant of the Latin." 

Tbe question, what part of the Scriptures was translated by 
Cyril himself, what by his brother, and what supplements were 
made by their immediate successors, can now hardly be an- 
swered in a satisfactory manner. The honour of the invention 
of ibe alphabet appears to belong exclusively to Cyril; but in 
the sacred work of translation, Methodius was not less active, 
and his merits in respect to the conversion and instruction of the 
SJesi, were more favoured by a longer life. According to John, 
exarch of Bulgaria, Cyril translated only selections from tbe 
Gospels and the Apostle, as the book of Acts and the apostolic 
epistles are together caHed in Slavic ; i. e. a Lectionarium, or 
extracts from those parts of the Scriptures, arranged in such a 
way as to serve as a lesson for every sacred day through the 
whole year. The Russians call such a collection Aprakoss, tbe 
Greeks ivafftXia, ixXoyadla. A work of this description is the 
above mentioned Evangelium of Ostromir, of the year 1056, 
written out expressly for the domestic use of Ostromir, posadntic* 
of Novogorod, a near relation of the grand-duke of Izjaslav. 
it is however more probable, that Cyril translated at first the 
whole of the Gospels, as still contained in a Codex of A. D. 1 144, 
in the library of the Synod of Moscow. The Presbyter of Dio- 
des, who wrote about A. D. 1 161, ascribes to Cyril not only the 
Uaaslatioa of the Gospels, but also of the Psalter ; 31 and at a 
later period that of the whole Old and New Testaments, as well 
as of tbe " Massa," i. e. the Greek liturgy of Basilius and Cbry- 
sostora.* This opinion has since been generally received. In 
respect to the Old Testament, however, it is much to be doubted ; 

30 Posadnik is about the same as Mayor. 

31 In tbe Slavic version of the Chronicle of Dalmatia, discovered in 
tbejuoh century, the Epistles instead of the Psalter are named. 
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since no ancient Codex of it exists, or has ever beta proved to 
have existed. As to the New Testament, the Apocalypse must 
at any rate be excepted. 

What part of the translation was performed by Methodius 
does not appear* John, exarch of Bulgaria, who lived in the 
same century, translated the books of Johannes Damascenes 
into Slavic. In the course of the tenth and eleventh centuries, 
the Russian and Servian princes called many learned Greeks, 
versed in the Slavic language, into their empires, that they might 
continue the holy work of translation. From the historian Nes- 
tor it appears, that the Proverbs of Solomon existed in the twelfth 
century in Slavic, The book of Wisdom, Ecclesiastes, the 
Prophets, and Job were translated in Servia in the thirteenth or 
fourteenth century ; the Pentateuch in Russia or Poland A. D. 
1400, or about that time. It is certain that towards the close of 
the fifteenth century, the whole Bible was already translated into 
Old Slavic. According to Dobrovsky, tbe different parts of it 
were not collected until after A. D. 1488, when the Bohemian 
Bible of Prague was printed. This latter served 89 a model for 
the arrangement of the Slavonic Bible; what was wanting wis 
at that time supplied, and those books of the Old Testament 
which had been translated from the Greek, were reviewed sod 
corrected according to tbe Vulgate. The Codex of Moscow of 
A. D. 1499, the most ancient existing copy of the whole BiUe i» 
the Old Slavic, is probably at the same time the first which was 
ever wholly completed. 

Tbe domains of the Old Slavic language, which seemed at 
first to be of very great extent, were soon, by the well knowo 
jealousy of the Roman church, limited to Russia and Servia. 
In Bohemia, which owed its conversion to German priests, tbe 
Slavic liturgy seem* never to have been generally introduced; 
and the olef Slavic chuteh language has therefore exerted only a 
very inconsiderable influence on the Bohemian. In Poland loo, 
the Slavic liturgy was only tolerated, although the first boob 
with Cyrillic types were printed there. In Moravia, Panoonia, 
and Illyria, the Slavonic worship was, after some struggle, sop- 
planted by the Latin; the language however was partly saved; 
apd that in a very singular way. 

At a synod held at Salona in Dalmatia in A. D. 1060, 
Methodius, notwithstanding several popes had been bis patrons, 
was declared a heretic ; and it was resolved that henceforth no 
mass should be read but in the Latin or Greek language. From 
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th» decrees ef that synod, it appears that they took the Gothic 
and Slavonic for the same idiom* A great part of the inhabit- 
ants of Illyria remained nevertheless faithful to their language, 
and to a worship familiar to their minds through that language. 
A singular means was found by some of the shrewder priests, to 
mcoocile their inclinations with the jealous despotism of Rome. 
A new alphabet was invented, or rather the Cyrillic letters were 
altered and transformed in such a way, as to approach in a 
certain measure to the Coptic characters. To give some au- 
thority to the new invention, it was ascribed to Jerome himself, 
who was a native of Dalmatia. This is the so-called Glagolitic 
alphabet, used by the Slavic priests of Dalmatia and Croatia 
until the present time. 32 Cyril's translation of the Bible and 
tbttlitorgic books were copied in these characters with a very 
few deviations in the language ; which probably bad their foun- 
dation io the difference of the Dalmatian dialect, or were the 
result of the progress of time ; for this event took place in A. 
0. 1220, at least 360 years after the invention of the Cyrillic 
sUtthet* With this modification, the priests succeeded in sat- 
idpfcgi both the people and the chair of Rome. It sounded 
thewne to the people, and looked different to the pope. The 
poopletsubmitted easily to the ceremonies of the Roman cath- 
olic worship, if only their beloved language was preserved ; and 
the pope, fearing justly the transition of the whole Slavic pop-* 
ulation of those provinces to the Greek church, permitted the 
mass to be read in Slavonic, in order to preserve his influence 
in general. The reader will find more on this subject in the sequel, 
under the head of Servian, Dalmatian, and Glagolitic literature. 

According to Vostokof, a modern Russian writer of distinc- 
tion, 33 the history of the Old Slavic or Church language and its 
literary cultivation, divides itself into three periods: 

tthiitait Cyril, or from the ninth century, to the thirteenth 

^■JS.Jt must be mentioned here, that by all old writers a more ven- 
erable, and mostly a very ancient origin, has been claimed for the 
Glagon^jc alphabet. By some it bos been derived from the Runes of 
tSeudlfcs tnad Getse ; by others from the Thracians and Phrygians, 
ete. Dobrovsky has however proved by irrefutable arguments, that 
h is not older than the thirteenth century. The above narrative rests 
on bis authority. See his Qlagolitica, Prague, 1807. Schaffarik's 
Gesehkhtt, etc. p. 240. 

18 In his essay, u On the Old Slavic Language ;" see the Russian 
periodica] : Treatises of a Society of friends of Russian IAlerature, 
No. XVII. Moec. 1820. 
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century. This is the ancient genuine Slavonic ; as appears 
from the manuscripts of that period. 

2. From the thirteenth to the sixteenth century. This t* the 
middle age of the Slavonic, as altered gradually by Rowan 
copyists, and fuH of Russfaffls* 

3. From the sixteenth century to the present time. Tbb 
comprises the modern Slavonic of the church books printed in 
Russia and Poland ; especially after the so-called ImprovmaU 
of those writings. 

The most ancient documents of the Old Slavic language, are 
not older than the middle of the eleventh century. There has 
been indeed recently discovered a manuscript of the trans- 
lation of John of Damascus, written by John, exarch of Bul- 
garia, in the ninth century. Vostokof however proves on philo- 
logical grounds, that it cannot be the original, but is a later copy. 
The abovementioned Evangelium of Ostromir (1066) is the 
earliest monument of the language, as to the age of which no 
doubt exists. It is preserved in the imperial library &t St. Pe- 
tersburg. According to Vostokof this is the third, or perhaps 
the fourth copy of Cyril's own translation. This* latter is wr& 
trievably lost, as well as the copy which was made for Vladinrir 
the Great, a hundred years afterwards. 

Only a few years younger is a Sbornik) A. D. 1073, or a col- 
lection of ecclesiastical writings, discovered in the year 1617, 
and a similar Sbornik of 1076 ; the former in a convent near 
Moscow, the other now in the library of the imperial Her- 
mitage of St. Petersburg. Farther: the Evangelium of Mi*- 
tulav, written before the year 1125, for the prince Mistisla? 
Vladimirowitch ; and another Evangelium of the year 1143, 
both at present in ecclesiastical libraries at Moscow. 

Besides these venerable documents, there are several insorip- 
ttons on stones, crosses, and monuments, of equal antiquity; 
and a whole series of political documents, contracts, ordinances, 
and similar writings ; among which one of the most remarkable is 
the oldest manuscript of the Pravda Russkaya,** a collection of 
the laws of Jaroslav, A. D. 1280. The libraries of the Russian 
convents possess a large number of manuscripts, some of which 

34 This remarkable manuscript was not known before 1738, whoa 
it was discovered in the chronicles of Novogorod. It has since been 
published in six different editions, the first prepared by Scblozer 1767, 
the last by the Polish scholar Rakowiecky, enriched with remarks and 
illustrations. See note 29. 
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are ef great value. The Synodal library at Moscow alone, has a 
treasure of 700 Old Slavic Codices. Many of tbem are out of the 
earliest period. The Academy of Sciences in St. Petersburg 
po aBo a aca 250 Slavic manuscripts ; and wbat-treasures are buried 
m the convents of Servia, Bulgaria, and Mount Atbos, bas never 
yet been i nvestigated. Among the libraries of foreign coun- 
tries, those of Vienna and the Vatican ate rich in Old Slavic 
maaaacripts; and there is hardly any large collection of books 
in Europe, which bas not some of more or less value to exhibit. 

The number of these monuments of the Old Slavonic 
aagmeots considerably in the second period; and we find 
ourselves the more obliged to be satisfied with mentioning only 
tbe most important among them. At the bead of these, stands 
nndhohtndly tbe Lauremtian Codex, or the oldest existing copy 
of jfoator'a Annals, A. D. 1377, now in the imperial library at 
Strfa r ert o r s buTg. Nestor, a monk in a convent near Kief, born 
A»Dk- 1056, was the father of Russian history. He wrote An- 
nals iq tbe Old Slavic language, which form the basis of Slavic 
history, and are of importance for the whole history of tbe mid- 
dle ages. They were first printed in A. D. 1767, and subse- 
quently iat four edkioas, the last in 1796. Schlbzer, the great 
German historian, who published them anew in 1802 — 9, with 
a translation, added considerably to their original value by a 
critical and historical commentary upon them. 

Tbe third period begins with the sixteenth century. In the 
coarse of time* and after passing through tbe hands of so many: 
ignorant copyists, the holy books bad of course undergone a. 
change ; nay, were in some parts grown unintelligible. The 
necessity of a revision was therefore very strongly felt. In A. 
D. 1512, the Patriarch of Constantinople, at the request of 
tbe Tzar Basilius Ivanovitch, sent a learned Greek, monk of 
Mount Atbos, to Moscow, to revise the church books, and to 
correct them according to the Greek originals. As this person 
some years afterwards fell into disgrace and could not accom- 
plish the work, it was taken up repeatedly in the course of the 
same and the following century, until the revision of the liturgi- 
cal books was pronounced to be finished in A. D. 1667; but 
that of the Bible not before A. D. 1751. The principles on 
which this revision, or, as it was called, Improvement, was made, 
were in direct contradiction with the reverence due to the genius 
of the Slavic language. The revisers, in their unphilosophical 
mode of proceeding, tried only to imitate tbe Greek original. 
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and to wsimitate the grammatical part of the language at modi 
as possible to the Russian of their owti times. They all acted m 
the conviction, that the language of the Bible and liturgical books 
was merely obsolete Russian. Even the latest revisers of the 
Bible, in 1751, knew nothing ofCyri? or Methodius; and had no 
doubt that the first translation was made in Russia under Vladi- 
mir the Great, A. D. 988, in the language which was then spoken. 

Such other works in Old Slavic, as were the productions of 
this period, seem rather to belong to the history of the Russian 
and Servian literature. We have seen from the preceding, that 
the Old Slavic had altered considerably ; nay, was in a certain 
measure amalgamated with those dialects. We shall see in the 
sequel, how it was gradually exchanged for them. 3 * 

The printing of works in the Old Slavic at the present day, is 
almost exclusively limited to the Bible and to what is in imme- 
diate connexion with it. The first printed Slavonic' work wte 
set in Glagolttic letters. This was a missal of A. D. 1483.* 
The earliest Cyrillic printing office was founded about A. D. 
1490, at Kracow, by Svaipold Feol. Nearly at the same time, 
1492, they began in Servia and Herzegovina to print with Cyr3- 
lic types. In A. D. 1519, a Cyrillic-Slavonic printing office 
was established at Venice; and about the same tirng, a part of 
the Old Testament in the White-Russian dialect, primed with 
Cyrillic letters, was published at Prague in Bohemia. 

In Russia, now the principal seat of the eastern Slavic litera- 
ture, printing was not introduced until after the middle of the 
sixteenth century. The first work was published in Moscow 

35 According to Vostokof, the dialects of all the Slavic nations de- 
viated not only much less from each other at the time of Cyril's trans- 
lation than they now do ; but were even in the middle of the eleventh 
century still so similar, that the different nations were able to under- 
stand each other, about as well as the present inhabitants of the differ- 
ent provinces of Russia understand each other. The difference of the 
Slavic dialects was then almost exclusively limited to the lexical pert 
of the language; the grammatical varieties which exist among them 
at the present day, had not then arisen. The principal features which 
distinguish the Russian of the present day from the Slavonic, are ex- 
hibited in the article on Russian Literature in the Foreign Quarterly 
Review, Vol. I. p. 602. 

36 We learn that M. von Koeppen several yean ago diseovend 
a Slavic work printed in 1475 ; but being unacquainted with tfaa de- 
tails, we are unable to give a particular notice of it. 
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Uooaiy' by Alexejef, 4th ed. St. Pet. J 61 7—19. A diction* 
ary of ibis dialect for the special use of foreigners, does sot yet 
exist- 38 

la modern times considerable attention has been devoted to 
the examination of the Old Slavk knguase, and its relation toils 
kindred dialects. Antiquarian and paleographical researches 
have been happily combined with philological investigations; and 
the eminent names which are found among these diligent sod 
philosophical inquirers, ensure the best prospects to their cause." 



II. History of the Russian Language and LUeratvre. 

The name of Russia and the Russians is not older than the 
ninth or tenth century. The northern part of that vast empire, 
however, was long before inhabited by Slavic nations, who seem 
to have been divided into small states under chiefs chosen by 
themselves ; to have been peaceful in their character, and most 
,of them tributary to more powerful neighbours. About tbe 
middle of the ninth century, civil dissensions arose among tbe 
Slavi of Novogorod, at the election of a new head or posadnik. 
Troubled at the same time from without, by the conquering sad 
enterprizing spirit of the Varegians, a Scandinavian tribe, they 
no longer felt able to make resistance against them; and there* 
fore, A. D. 862, they chose Rurik, the chief of the Varegians, 
for their own head. These Scandinavians were by the Finos 
called Ruolzi, an appellation which in their language signifier 

38 Schaf&rik mentions that an Old Slavonic Grammar and Diction- 
ary was prepared and ready in manuscript, by Vostokof, in 1886L 
Whether these works have been since printed we are not informed; 
nor do we know on what the expectation which he expresses, p. 136, 
that this deficiency of the Slavic language would be supplied by Kop- 
itar, is founded. 

39 Very valuable and detailed notices on all the subjects in immedi- 
ate connexion with tbe Old Slavic and modem Russian Bible, are to 

, be found in Henderson's Biblical Researches and Travels in Buss** 
\ etc. Lond. 1826. As this book is accessible in this country, and 
our limits are narrow, we abstain from giving more than a general 
reference to it, as containing the best information on Slavic matters ever 
written in the English language. The reader will find there too a ta- 
ble of the Cyrillic and Glagolitic alphabet, taken from Dobrovsky^ 
InstituUones. 
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tt ru ng 9i $. This name, in a somewhat altered form, passed orer 
to the inhabitants of the acquired territory, with whom the con- 
querors soon amalgamated. Rurik founded thus the first Slavo- 
Russian state; and bis followers, long accustomed to a warlike 
nomadic mode of life, settled down among the Slavic inhabitants 
of the country. The nationality of the ttrangerg, comparatively 
few in number, was merged in that of the natives ; but still, in 
one respect, it exercised a strong mfloence upon the latter, by 
infusing into tbem the warlike spirit of the former. It is only 
since that time, that we find the Slavi as conquerors. Their 
empire rapidly extended in the course of the following hundred 
and fifty years, and their power and external influence also rose ; 
while at the same time the ancient civil institutions of the native 
Slavi were respected and improved. In the beginning of the 
eleventh century, Jaroslav, the son of Vladimir the Great, imi- 
fctag his father's example, divided on his death-bed his empire 
among his sons, and thus sowed the seeds of dissension, anar- 
chy, and bloody wars,-^a case repeated so often in ancient bis- 
Hrv, that it seems to be one of the few from which modern 
ptioneibave derived a serious lesson. The Mongols broke into 
fa Country ; easily subdued the Russians thus torn by internal 
dwenwui8 ; succeeded, A. D. 1237, in making them tributary ; 
and kept them for two hundred years in the most dishonourable 
Iwrfagti. During this long period, every germ of literary culti- 
vation perished. In the middle of the fifteenth century, Ivan 
Vasifievkch HI,* delivered his country from the Asiatic barbari- 
an, then weakened by domestic dissensions ; conquered his 
Russian rivals ; and united Novogorod with bis own princedom 
of Moscow. From that period the power and physical welfare 
of Russia has increased without interruption to the present time. 
The Hterary cultivation of its inhabitants has likewise advanced ; 
at fett indeed with steps hardly proportioned to the external 
progress of the empire; but now for more than a century, in 
consequence of the despotic activity of their sovereigns, with a 
wooderfol rapidity. 

Tic history ot Russian literature has three distinct periods. 
Tbejtrst period comprises an interval of more than nine centu- 
ries, from the date of our first knowledge of the Russian Slavi, 
to the coming of age of Peter the Great, A. D. 1689. This 
period would easily admit of several subdivisions ; and did we 

• Abo called Ivan I. 
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1>retend in these pages to give the reader more than a sketch tf 
iterary history, we should perhaps find it advisable te adopt 
them. This long period, however, both in a comparative and 
an absolute sense, is so very poor, that, Htnited as we are, a few 
words will suffice to give a general survey of it ; and so much 
the more, because the productions of this period are closely con- 
nected with the history of the Old Slavic language, and hive 
mostly been already mentioned under that head. 

The second period extends from the coming of age of Peter 
the Great to the accession of Elizabeth his daughter, A. D. 
1741, which was the commencement of LomonosoTs influ- 
ence. 

The third period extends from Loraonosof the creator of 
Russian prose, to Karamzin the reformer of it, who was born in 
1765. 

The fourth period covers the interval from Karamzin to the 
present time. 

Before however we begin our historical notices, a few words 
relating to the characteristic features of the Russian language, 
may find a place here. Three principal dialects are to be dis- 
tinguished, viz. 

1 . Hie Russian proper, the true literary language of the 
whole Russian nation, and spoken in Moscow and all the central 
and northern part of the European Russian empire. Vulgar and 
corrupted branches of this dialect, are those of Suzdal and OIo- 
oetzk, the last of which is mixed with Finnish words. 

2. The Malo-Russian, the language of the south of Russia, 
especially towards the east. The principal difference between 
this dialect and the Russian proper, consists partly in the pro- 
nunciation of several letters ; e. g. in that of the consonant T, 
which sounds in the latter like g hard, but in the former like A, 
as hospodin instead of gospodtn, master, lord ; partly in many 
obsolete forms of expression, which seem to give to the Malo- 
Russian a nearer relationship to the Old Slavic, in which similar 
idioms are to be found. The influence of the Poles, who for 
nearly two centuries were rulers of this part of the country, is 
also still perceptible in the language. This dialect is perhaps 
richer than any other in national songs. 40 Many of them are of 

40 A very valuable collection has been recently prepared by M. 
Maximo vitch, Malo-rossiskqja pesni, Moscow 1829. An older one, 
published in 1819 by prince Tzertelef, coptains only eight songs. 
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peculiar beauty, touching naivete, and a poetical truth which far 
outshines all artificial decorations. The greater part of these 
•oogs have an elegiac character; as is the case indeed with 
most productions of the common people. The dialect itself, 
however, is far from being less adapted to the expression of the 
comic. There exists in it a travesty of the Eneid, written by 
J. Kottjarovsky, a hetman of the Cossaks, if we are not mis- 
informed, which has found great applause throughout all Russia, 
although a foreigner is less able to appreciate its peculiarities 
and beauties ; since all poetic excellence indeed of a comic de- 
scription, can be felt only by those who are familiar not only with 
the poetic language, but also with all those minute local and his- 
toric^ circumstances, the allusion to which contributes so fre- 
Wtty to augment the ludicrous. 

Essentially the same with the Malo-Russian is the idiom of 
tbeifratfua&t in the eastern part of Galicia and the north-eastern 
districts of Hungary ; and the few variations which occur in it 
have not yet been sufficiently investigated. Comparatively little 
attention has been paid to this branch of the Slavic race; and 
tbtK beautiful national songs, scattered among a widely ex- 
tended people, still await a tasteful and judicious collector. 

3L -The White-Russian is the dialect spoken in Lithuania and 
a portion of White Russia, especially Volhynia. The situation 
of these provinces sufficiently accounts for its being full of Po- 
fisms. All the historical documents of Lithuania are written in 
this dialect; and several Russian writers in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries employed it in preference to the Old Sla- 
vonic. It is the youngest of the Russian dialects. 

What first strikes us in considering the Russian language as a 
whole, is its immense copiousness. The early influence of for- 
eign nations appears here as a decided advantage. The Ger- 
man, in the highest degree susceptible for foreign ideas and 
JbtfBf /of ffrugkt, repels nevertheless all foreign words and forms 
o^ftflpreuw* as unnatural excrescences. It is evidently dis- 
figored by the adoption of foreign words, and can preserve its 
beauty oplyby adhering to its own national and inexhaustible 
•MT99S. The Russian,, having been in early times successively 
fjyctffj to the influence of the Scandinavian, Mongolian, Tar- 
tar, and Polish languages, is in this respect to be compared, in 
a certain measure, with the English, in which the ancient Brit- 
ish, the Latin, the Saxon, the Danish and the French amalgam- 
ated in the same proportion as the ideas of these different nations 
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were adopted. Hence nothing that ever contributed to 
the singular composition of this rich language, appears to 
be borrowed ; but all belongs to it as its lawful property. But 
the great pre-eminence of the Russian appears in the toe which 
it made of these adopted treasures. Its greater flexibility made 
it capable of employing foreign words merely as roots^ from 
which it raised stems and branches by means of its own native 
resources. It is this copiousness and variety of radical syllables, 
which gives to the Russian a claim over all other Slavic lan- 
guages. 

Another excellence is the great freedom of construction which 
it allpws, without any danger of becoming unintelligible or even 
ambiguous. It resembles in this point the classic languages; 
from which however its small number of conjunctions decidedly 
distinguishes it. This want of conjunctions , has been objected 
to the language as a defect j it seems however to be one of the 
causes, why it is so remarkably clear and distinct; since it can 
only admit of comparatively short phrases* In spite of this 
clearness, its adaptedness for poetry is undeniable ; and in this 
branch the incomparable national songs extant in it, would afford 
a most noble foundation even in respect to forms, if nature could 
ever obtain a complete victory over the perverted taste of fashion. 
Whether this language is really capable of entirely imitating the 
classic metres, is still a matter of dispute among distinguished 
Slavic pbilologians.* As to its euphony, what lias been said 
above in respect to the Slavic languages in general, may be ap- 
plied particularly to the Russian. Here however the ear of the 
unprejudiced listener alone can decide. 

FIRST PERIOD. 
To tha coming or age or Petar the Great, 1680. 

The influence of the Varegians in respect to the language, 
appears to h?ve been inconsiderable; their own idiom on the 
contrary being soon absorbed by that of the natives. Rurift 
grandsons had already Slavic names, f The principal event in 
those ancient times, and one which manifested its benefice* 
consequences in respect to civilization here, as everywhere, wis 
the introduction of Christianity, towards the end of the tenth 

• See Schaftarik p. 178, note 4. 

f Sviatoslav, Jaropulk, Jaroslav, etc 
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centbrjr. Vladimir the Great, the first Christian monarch, 
founded the 6rst schools ; Greek artists were called from Con- 
stantinople to embellish the newly erected churches at Kief; 
and poetry found a patron and at the same time her hero in 
Vladimir. Vladimir and his knights are the Russian Charle- 
magne and his peers, king Arthur and his round table. Their 
deeds and exploits have proved a rich source for the popular 
tales and songs of posterity, and serve even now to give to the 
earlier age of Russian history a tinge of that romantic charm, 
of which the history of the middle ages is so utterly void and 
poor." The establishment of Christianity was followed by the 
tatotiuetkm of Cyril's translation, of the Scriptures and the Jitur- 
|%*} "books. The kindred language of these writings was intel- 
EgiMe to them ; but was still distinct enough from the old Rus- 
Afci to permit them to exist side by side as two different Ian- 
gtfiig& ^ the one fixed and immovable, the voice of the Scrip- 
ttres^ tite priests, and the laws; the other varying, advancing, 
dtyfc uttlo g, adapting itself to the progress of time. That this 
tHNsfi'' tfyfe genuine old Russian, Tiad its poets, was, until tjbe 
dBAe of the last century, only known by historical tradition ; no 
ftbootnent of them seemed to be left. But at that time, A. D. 
1794, a Russian nobleman, Count Mussin-Pushkin, discovered 
tb* manuscript of an epic poem, ' Igor's Expedition against the 
f&mtiAS apparently not older than the twelfth century. It is 
atfbce of national poetry of the highest beauty, united with an 
etpal share of power and gracefulness. But what strikes us 
efttr more than this, is, that we find in it no trace of that rude- 
ness, which would naturally be expected in the production of a 
period when darkness still covered all eastern Europe, and of a 
poet belonging to a nation, which we have hardly longer than a 
century ceased to consider as barbarians! There hovers a 
spirit of meekness over the whole, which sometimes even seems 
to endanger the energy of the representation. The truth is, that \ 
the Russians enjoyed at this early period a higher degree of ) 
■estalcuhivation than almost any other part of Europe. There J 
were several writers even among their princes. Jaroslav, the 
son of Vladimir the Great, was not less active than hfe father 
hid been in advancing the cause of Christianity, and all that stands 
in connexion with religion. He sent priests throughout the 
whole country to instruct the people, and (bunded in Novogorod a 
theological seminary for three hundred students. He took care that 
the translation of the church books was continued ; but the most 
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remarkable monument of bis reign, as well in an historical a* id 
a philological respect, is the Pravda Russka, a collection of 
laws. 41 Another grand duke of Russia, Vladimir Vsevolodovitoh 
Monomach, who died in 1 125, wrote ' Instructions for hii Child- 
ren ;' one of his successors, Constantine Vsevolodovitch,a hun- 
dred years later, produced a history of the Russian princes, 
which is now lost. The clergy, safe in their cells from the 
tempests of war, were busy in translating from the Greek; Nee- 
tor wrote his valuable annals;* another priest, Basilius, de- 
scribed the cotemporary events in the south of Russia ; Sylret- 
ter, bishop of Pereiaslavl, d. 1 124, and several others of the 
clergy, continued Nestor's annals; 49 while Hegumea Daniel 
wrote bis Travels to Palestine in the beginning of the twelfth 
century. 

The theological productions of the early portion of this pe- 
riod, are of less value than the historical. It was however tip 
field, that was cultivated most diligently* There are sefenl 
sermons, or rather synodal orations, still e*taot; awns of 
which, by another Cyril, metropolitan of Kief, A. D. 1281, m 
not without real eloquence. Most of the productions of tfcfc 
early period, which belong indeed more to the history of lb* 
Slavonic than of the Russian literature, perished tu the dm* 
tations and conflagration of the Mongols. 

From A. D. 1238 to 1462, the Russian princes, as we \m 
seen, were vassals of the Mongol Tartars, or the GMts 
Horde. 43 In the course of these two centuries, nearly evwy 

41 Pravda Russka, Jus Russorum. See above, note 34. 
, * See above, p. 355. 

> a These valuable chronicles were continued under different tnha, 
but without interruption, until the reign of Alexis, father of Peter L 

43 The Mongols and Tartars have been frequently cenfamM 
by historical writers : they are however two races perfectly distinct 
from each other, the first a North- Eastern, the second a South- Wa* 
era Asiatic nation. The Mongols however, between the thirteenth 
and fifteenth centuries, conquerors of the Tartars as well as of half 
Asia, and of Europe as far as Silesia, and comparatively only small in 
number, amalgamated gradually with the subjugated Tartars among 
whom they settled. The present Mongols are partly under the sove- 
reignty of China in the ancient Mongolia, the country from whence 
Jenghis Khan came ; partly Russian subjects, scattered through the 
government of Irkutzk, and mixed with Kalmucks and other Asiatic 
tribes. 
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trace of cnhtvatkxi perished. No school existed during this 
whole time throughout all Russia. The Mongols set fire to the 
cities; sought out and destroyed what written documents they 
oouU find ; and purposely demolished all monuments of nation- 
al culture. The convents alone found in their policy a sort of 
protection. Science therefore became more than ever the ex- 
clusive possession of the monks. Among these, however, no 
fctoe of classical learning, and hardly a show of scholastic wis- 
dom, was to be found. Fortunately they improved their time 
at weH in respect to posterity by writing annals, as for their own 
personal benefit by accumulating wealth. 
**9!he te-establisbment of Russian independence in the middle 
of the fifteenth century, bad a reviving influence on national sci* 
ence and literature. The nation however had been too longkept 
hack, ever to be able to overtake their western neighbours. From 
fkk point a new division of this period begins. Most of the Rus- 
sian princes were men of powerful and active minds ; they in- 
cited artists and physicians from Greece, Italy, and Germany, 
ato their country, and rewarded them liberally. Ivan IV, 44 A. 
JU M3 8' 84 , ordered schools to be founded in all the cities of 
Jd* empire ; under bis reign the first printing-office was estab- 
lished in Moscow in 1564. Soon afterwards a theological acad- 
emy was founded at Kief. Boris Godunof, 1596 — 1605, sent 
e ig hte en noble youth to study at foreign universities. Tbe prin- 
ces of ibe house of Romanof shewed themselves not less active. 
Alexei and Fedor, the father and brother of Peter the Great, 
opened tbe way for that bold reformer, and appear as his worthy 
predecessors; indeed tbe merit of several improvements which 
have been generally ascribed to Peter, belongs to them. During 
tkm whole later period, the Polish language and literature exert- 
ed a decided influence on tbe Russian ; and some writers began 
to oae tbe dialect of White Russia, an impure mixture of the ] 
two, 45 while tbe pure Russian was despised as merely fit for vul- 
gar use. This latter began only in the last half of tbe seven- 
teenth century, to shake off these chains and acquire for itself 
an independent form. 

Hie first germs of dramatic art were likewise carried from 
Poland to Russia. In Kief, the theological students performed 

' lj ; - 

,M iUso called Ivan II, and Ivan the Cruel ; by modern historians 
die Sossian Nero. 

**lBeeabove,p.d61. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 47 
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ecclesiastical dramas; and travelled about during (be holidays, 
to exhibit their skill in other cities. The scenes which they bad 
to repeat most frequently, were the three children in the fifty 
furnace, and Hainan's exeoutioo. The tragedies of Simeon of 
Polotzk, in the Old Slavic language, bad great success in the 
middle of the seventeenth century. Their renown penetrated 
from the convents to the court; where they were performed be- 
fore Tzar Fedor, the predecessor of Peter. 46 His minister, 
Matveyef, the Slavic Mecsnas of his time, and himself a wri- 
ter, invited the first stage-players to Russia ; and at his instiga- 
tion, the first secular drama, a translation of Molidre's " Mede- 
cin malgre lui," was played before the gratified princesses and 
their enraptured maids of honour* 

This latter portion of the first period, poor as it is, has ne?er- 
theless several books of travels to exhibit. A merchant of Tver, 
Athanasius Nikitin, travelled in the year 1470 to India, visited 
the Dekkan and Golconda, and gave on his return a descriptiooof 
those countries. Two other merchants of Moscow, Korobeini- 
kof and Grekof, described a century later their travels through 
Syria, Palestine and Egypt. Fedor Baikof, Russian envoy to 
China, published likewise a book of travels in this remarkable 
country. 

In the department of history, this portion of the firtt period 
was surprisingly productive. Not only were the Annate of the 
venerable Nestor, the basis of all Slavic history, continued by 
the monks with fidelity and zeal ; but a whole series of otber 
annals, biographies of single princes, and chronographies, were 
produced ; and even some foreign nations received their share 
of attention. 47 The reader however must not expect to find i 
vestige of philosophical genius, nor a philosophical representation 
of the events. Entirely unacquainted with classical literature, 
the Greek writers of the Byzantine age were their only models. 

** Most of these dramas are extant in manuscript in tba synodal 
library at Moscow. A selection has been printed in the Drtwn. Ust- 
sisk. Bibliotheka, i. e. Old Russian Library, Moscow 1818. 



47 The above mentioned chronicles, and another series of i 
of a genealogical character, known under the title SUpewnqja Kmgh 
.mutually supply each other. Simon of Suzdal, the metropolitan Cyp- 
rian, a Servian by birth, and Macarius, metropolitan of Moscow, a 
clergyman of great merits, are to be named here. Another old chroni- 
cle called Sojiiskii Wremenik was first published in 1820 by StroyeC 
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Tbe best that can be expected is a dry and faithful narrative of 
fcctsJ* 

Tbe weakest part of tbe Iterator* of this later period, a sketch 
of which however seems more appropriate here than any other, 
is tbe theological branch. It is tree tbafthe Improvement of the 
oM church books, was executed with roach zeal ; but in what 
spirit this was done, in a philological respect, we have mentioned 
above in tbe history of the Old Slavonic literature, to which the 
labours of the translators property belong. Nikon, patriarch of 
Russia, d. 1681, carried on this work with tbe greatest activity ; 
and besides this set on foot a collection of historical annals. 49 
The fight of tbe Reformation, which at that time spread its beneB- 
cent beams over all Europe, and had particularly such a strong 
influence on Poland, did not penetrate into the night of the Rus- 
sian church; tbe gloom of which, however, bad always been nak- 
igated by a spirit of meekness and christian love* Still, we 
notice among the pulpit productions of this time somewhat of 
tbe polemic genius of tbe age. It was not, however, against the 
boW innovations of Lutherans or Calvinists, tbat tbe clergy found 
occasion to ttiro their weapons, but against the Jewish heresy I 50 
A translation of the Psalms of David, Moscow 1680, deserves 
to be distinguished among similar productions. The writer was 
die monk Simeon of Polotzk, author of the ^above-mentioned 
spiritual dramas, and instructor of tbe Tzar Fedor. Still more 
remarkable is tbe first attempt to translate the Bible into the Rus- 
sian dialect. Francis Skorina, the translator, likewise a native 

40 There is, however, in the style of Nestor and his immediate suc- 
cessors, a certain endeavour after animation. Speeches and dia- 
logues are introduced, and pious reflections and biblical sentences are 
•e aiie i e d through the whole. 

m Known under tbe title : Mhmov spisok, published St Peters- 
burg 1767—02, 8 vols. For the Improvement of the Slavonic Bible, 
Nikon alone* by applying to the Patriarch of Constantinople and oth- 
er Ckeek dignitaries, obtained 500 Greek MSS. of the whole or por- 
tions of the N. Test. Some of them contained also the SeptuaginL. 
These were mostly from Mount Athos, and are now the celebrated 
Moscow MSS. collated by Matthaei. See Henderson, p. 52, 53. 

50 Joseph Sanin, a monk, wrote a history of the Jewish heresy in 
the fifteenth century, and a series of sermons against it. This last 
was also done by the bishop of Novogorod, Gennadius. The Russian 
church had a zealous advocate in the archbishop Lazar Baranovitch, 
d. 169a 
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of Polotsk, wbe#e the Palish indue»ee was stronger than h my 
other quarter, was a doctor of medicine ; but the time bad now 
ooroe when it began to be felt over all Europe, that the holy vol- 
ume did not belong exclusively *o the clergy • Some parte only 
of his translation have been printed i M 

In the course of tbe sixteenth century, several printing offices 
had been established in Russia, almost exclusively for the bene- 
fit of theological works; since nearly ell historical writings were 
preserved in manuscript, and have been first printed in modem 
times. The awkward appearance of Cyril's alphabet, seemed to 
add an unnecessary difficulty to the diffusion of the knowledge 
of reading. Towards the end of the seventeenth century E£b 
Kopiovitch made some improvement in the appearance of the 
Slavic letters; it was however reserved to Peter's reforming 
hand* to give to them a fixed aod permanent shape. 

SBCOS© r*M«D. 

Froiti th» majority of Plater the Grtit, A. D. 1589, Co LottottCtfof, A. ■» tl4t. 

The history of the genuine Russian literature begins only with 
the adoption of the language of the people for all civil writings. 
It was Peter the Great, who raised this language to be the lan- 
guage of public business, in which all transactions of the courts 
of justice henceforth were to be held, and all ordinances to be, 
issued. Ere this great man was able to establish a Russian 
printing office in his own empire, in order not to lose time, b^ 

Sjave a privilege for fifteen years to the Dutch printer Tessing 
or Russian works. It was in Amsterdam, in 1699, that the first 
Russian book was printed. About the year 1704, Peter himself 
invented some alterations in the Slavic letters, principally so as 
to make them more similar to the Latin. He caused a lountof 
these new types to be cast by Dutch artists ; and the first Rus- 
sian newspaper was printed with them at St. Petersburg in 1705. 
These letters, with some additional alterations during the course 
of the following ten years, were generally adopted tor the Rus- 

51 A part of the O.T. Prague 1517—19; the Acts and Epistle* 
Vilna 1535: Skorina, in one of his prefaces, found it necessary to 
excuse his meddling with holy things by the example of St Luke, 
who, he says, was of the saine profession. The dialect of this trans- 
lation is the White Russian ; and the book of Job contains the fin* 
specimen of Russian rhymed poetry. * 
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akff language, and lire in use at the present time. The same 
letters, with a few slight variations, are also used by that portion 
of the Servians who belong to the eastern church ; the other 
portion making use of the Latin alphabet. In all theological 
writings, however, the ancient forms of the letters are preserved. 
This is the difference between the graehdankii and tzerkvennii, 
or the civil and church alphabet. 53 

Tbeooergy with which this emperor, a real autocrat, pro* 
ceeded, caused his people to overleap a whole century. If 
far* it something revolting to a liberal mind in the despotic 
bote with which he deprived a great nation at once of a part of 
their nationality, through his arbitrary decision in all that be 
deemed best for them, still it serves greatly to allay this feeling, 
to observe that the resistance which he experienced, did not 
proceed from i but almost exclusively from the obsti- 

nate pride of a ility, and the narrow-minded policy of 

an ignorant ana jeaious priesthood. The Russian nation itself 
is indeed, more than any other people, susceptible of deep ira- 
pcmioQS. Hence they are in general not averse to innovations ; 
awTw^rG in Peter's time, as now, willing to be conducted by a 
ttf00, : Acknowledged as that of a superior. In consequence of 
thfekb tWy national qualities, good or bad, they are capable of 
Wm£ readily moulded into any new form. 
Jl tWieflifcrthe rapidity, uay, vehemence of the Tzar's improve 
tfienf^ tvere a real bene6t to the nation, this is not the place to 
examine : but for the free deveiopement of the language and 
literature that his proceedings were injurious, not- 

whhstam arently wonderful effect. Although the 

language e elementsof perfection, and notwithstand- 

ing the not inconsiderable mass of talent which has developed itself 
in the course of time, the Russian literature has not yet pro- 
duced a 'k of great and decided original value. The 
best woi they have, are imitations, and he is the most 
distinguished writer whose discernment leads him to choose the 
best model. There is no doubt, the present standing of the 
Russian literature in general would have been much lower, and 
its extent especially would have been much smaller, than it now 

' ■ * !» 1 ' ■ ' ' — ■ 

m The Russians, however, out of the forty-six characters of the 
Sfammic alphabet, could make use only of thirty-five ; the Servians, 
according to Vuk Stephanovitch, only of twenty-eight 
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is, had the Russian genius been permitted to break its own way 
through the darkness ; but there is still less doubt, that in this 
case it would have preserved its original peculiarity, that won- 
derful blending of the East and the West, of Asiatic suppleness 
and European energy, of which their popular songs give such 
affecting, and in some cases, powerful specimens. 53 

Peter, without delay, caused many books to be translated in- 
to Russian, from the German, French, English, and Dutch lan- 
guages. The haste however with which this was performed, 
and the greater attention of the Tzar to the matter than to the 
form, had the natural consequence, that most of these translations 
were miserable productions, executed without the least regard 
for the language itself. Peter's only object was to enable his 
subjects to become a reading people, and to communicate to 
them useful knowledge through the medium of books. Bean- 
ties of style, and even mere purity of language, belong in a cer- 
tain measure to the luxuries of literature ; the Tzar thought only 
of utility. 

These innovations in literature found of course a great many 
opponents among the clergy ; but there were some enlightened 
priests among those who held the highest standing in the church, 
who favoured in general the Tzar's plan. The field of theologjr 
became somewhat more cultivated during this period. Theo- 
phan Prokovitch, archbishop of Novogorod, a. 1736, alone 
wrote sixty works, of which however only about half were 
printed. He was Peter's faithful assistant; and not only his 

w The Russians are particularly rich in nursery tales, preserved only 
by tradition, and written down in modern times. The attention of the 
Russian literati has been but recently directed to this subject. The 
reader who wishes for information on this part of Slavic literature, 
will find a survey of it in Schaffarik's History of the Slavic Literature, 
p. 140. n. 1. — There have however appeared several valuable collec- 
tions in this department, since the publication of that work. An 
English collection of translations of Russian popular poetry » ■* 
known to us, with the exception of the pieces contained in Bowringt 
Russian Anthology, which may give to the reader a taste of their 
prevailing beauty. Whoever understands German, will be gratified 
with the works : ttrat Vladimir und seine Taftlnmdt, Lpzg. 1819. 
Stimmtn dts Russischen Folks, by Goetze, Stutcgard 1825. Prioz 
Tzertelef 's Gcist dcr Russ. Poesie, etc. Leipz. 1822. Dietrich 1 ! &*• 
sische VolksmOrchen gtsammtU, etc. Leipz. 1831. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834,] Russian.— Second Period. 371 

learning and mental gifts, but his moral excellence, gained bira 
a deckled influence. He was usually styled the Russian Cbry- 
sostom. 

The metropolitan of Rostof, called the holy Demetrius, 
d. 1709, was likewise a very productive theological writer. He 
was considered by his cotemporaries as a true pattern of Chris- 
tianity ; and was equally distinguished for his learning. The 
metropolitan Stephen Javorsky, d. 1722, was celebrated for his 
eloquence in the pulpit. Gabriel Bushinsky, bishop of Rjazan 
and Murom, d. 1731, was not oqly a theological writer, but 
translated also works on history. A remarkable example in this 

Eribd, is Elias Kopiyevsky, 6 * d. 1701, who studied theology in 
>Daod, and became a protestant, and afterwards a pastor at 
Amsterdam. He aided zealously in Peter's great work of trans- 
lations. Several historical and philological works translated by 
him, were published by Tessing. Luther's Catechism was 
translated about the same time by the pastor Glu'ck of Livonia, 
who had been made a prisoner by the Russians and carried to 
Moscow. It was in his house that Catharine, the future em- 
press of Russia, was brought up. 55 

Among the secular writers of this period, prince Antiochus 
Eantemir, d. 1745, must above all be mentioned. Of Greek 
extraction, and born in Constantinople, with all the advantages 
of an accomplished education, and in full possession of several 
highly cultivated languages, he nevertheless chose the Russian 
idiom for his poetical productions. These are mostly satires, 
and evidently bear the stamp of a thorough knowledge of the 
classics. Besides these he wrote on different subjects of natural 
philosophy ; and translated a selection from the Epistles of Hor- 
ace, and Fontenelle's work on the plurality of worlds. 

Among the lyric poets, two Cossaks, Cyril Danilof, and Se- 
men Klimofsky, are named with some distinction. Leont. Mag- 
nitzky wrote the first Russian Arithmetic with Arabic numerals. 
In historical contributions this period is likewise not poor ; but 
a* the wiiters did not pay the slightest attention to style, or did 

M Or Kopiyevitch, the same whom we have mentioned as having 
improved the appearance of the alphabet. 

55 The same GHick had translated the Gospels into Lettontan, 
and made also an attempt to furnish the Russians with a version of 
the Scriptures in their vulgar tongue. The detail may be read in 
Henderson's Researches, p. 111. 
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not know from what prmoiplea to begin, the kngutgt remitted 
entirely uncultivated. There was as yet do thought of a Rus- 
sian Grammar. In poetry the system of rhymed verses, ia 
which the syllables were not measured, but counted, in imitation 
of the Poles, reigned exclusively. Meanwhile the popular 
songs held faithfully to the old Russian irregular but bigWy 
musical numbers, consulting onlpr the ear. Trediako&ky, bora 
1703, was the first who examined more closely the nature of 
the language, and advised the adoption of the classical metres 
founded on quantity. He applied on this point merely the prin- 
ciples which Zizania and Smotrisky nearly a century before bad 
established for the Old Slavic idiom, and with equal propriety. 
But as the talent for illustrating his rules by good examples, wis 
wanting in him, he made very little impression ; and bis name 
and endeavours were soon forgotten. 56 

THIRD PERIOD. 
Ftom LoaeaoMf to Kartmzta, A. D. 1741—1796. 

We have now reaqhed the epoch from which the temple of 
Russian literature, as it appears at present, must be dated. It 
was Peter's hand that laid the corner stone ; it was Loraono- 
sof who raised it above the ground ; whilst the fortunate turn* 
of Elizabeth's and Catharine's vanity caused it to be filled with 
more worshippers than would otherwise ever have sought the 
way thither. Academies were founded for the sciences and 
arts ; numerous institutions for the education of all classes and 
ages were created and endowed with true imperial magnificence. 
In the year 1758 the university of Moscow was founded ; white 
other scientific institutions of all descriptions were established 
by Catharine's unbounded liberality. In the year 1783 the free 
establishment of printing offices was permitted ; of course not 
without reserving to the government the privilege of a strict ceo- 

56 A catalogue of all the works of this most productive writer if 
contained in Opyt istorii Rusakoi literctiuri, Historical Sketch of the 
Russian literature, in the fourth volume of his Ulchebmg* kmga rm. 
slavcsosti, or Manual of Russian Literature, St Petersburg!), 1819& 
As a characteristic of this poet, we mention only that the empresi 
Catharine in her social parties used to inflict as a punishment, for the 
little sins against propriety committed there, i. e. bad humour, passion- 
ate disputing, etc. the task of learning by heart and reciting a number 
of Trediakofsky's verses. 
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A seminary for educating teachers for popular schools 
i erected; with the intention of founding Gymnasia all over 
the country. These measures, no doubt, bad an essential and 
beneficial influence on the general civilization of the nation* 
But the common people, the peasantry, remained entirely neg- 
lected. 

It was however in a family of die lowest standing, that Mi- 
chael Lomonosof was born, A. D. 1711. His father was a 
fisherman in the government of Archangel. During the long 
winters, when bis father's trade was interrupted, Lomonosof 
learned to read of one of the church servants. The beauties of 
the Bible, and tbesinging.of the Psalms during the church service, 
in the rhymed translation of Simeon of Polotzk, first awakened 
Us own poetical faculties. An ardent desire for an education 
caused him to leave home privately and seek his way to Mos- 
cow, where, he was told, was an institution, in which foreign 
languages were taught. Circumstances proved fortunate; he 
found liberal patrons, was educated afterwards in Kief and St. 
Petersburg, and obtained means to go to Germany. Here 
be connected philosophy with tbe mathematical studies which 
be had hitherto chiefly pursued ; devoted a part of his time to 
the science of mining, at the celebrated school in Freiburg; and 
sat hi Marburg at tbe feet of the philosopher Wolf. In passing 
through Brunswick, he escaped with difficulty tbe horrors of the 
Prussian military system. He succeeded in reaching Holland, 
and thence returned to his own country ; where he was well re- 
ceived and honourably employed by the government. He died 
A. D. 1765, in the enjoyment of high general esteem, but not 
that degree of reputation which has been allotted to him by a 
more judicious posterity. He first ventured to draw a distinct 
boundary line between the Old Slavic and the Russian lan- 
guages ; which hitherto had been confounded in a most intoler- 
able manner. In bis Russian Grammar he first laid down prin- 
ciples, and fixed rules for tbe general compass of the language, 
without however checking the influence of the Church Slavonic 
more than was necessary, in order to preserve the identity of the 
former. He wrote a sketch of Russian History, a long epic 
poem called the Petreide, speeches, odes, tragedies, and several 
works on chemistry and mineralogy. None of his productions 
are without merit ; but he was more a man of sagacity and strong 
talent, than of poetical genius. His poems are all cold and ar- 
tificial, excepting perhaps bis version of a few chapters of the 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 48 
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book of Job, where the beauties of the original appear lelwe 
inspired him. His speeches and odes are written in the same 
style of panegyric, which then reigned, and which reigns still, in 
all the creations of Russian poetry 6r prose having the least re* 
ference to the imperial family ; and which, in connexion with the 
boastful style of all productions purporting to describe national 
deeds, is a real blemish in the Russian literature, adapted to 
render it disgusting to all foreigners. 57 

The two most celebrated writers among Lomooosofs co- 
temporaries, though somewhat younger than he, were Alexander 
Suraarokof, d. 1777, and Michael Kberaskof, b. 1733, d. 1807. 
Both were very productive writers in prose and poetry, over- 
whelming the reading public with tragedies and comedies, odes 
and epistles ; and the latter also with two long epic poems, one 
in twelve, and the other in eighteen cantos! Both were highly 
admired, and the overflowings of their pens were devoured with 
avidity. Kheraskof was called the Russian Homer. The child- 
hood, in which Russian literature then was, is not the age of 
criticism; sounder judges of later times have allotted to those 
productions a place hardly above mediocrity. 

The first Russian theatre was instituted in Jaroslav, A. D. 
1746. The permission, which the actors obtained A. D. 1754, 
to establish themselves in St. Petersburg, and still more the 
foundation of a national stage in Moscow in 1759, served much 
Co awaken the decided dramatic talent of the Russians ; a fac- 
ulty in which they are perhaps incomparable, and certainly are 
not surpassed by any other nation. Several gifted literary men 
employed themselves in writing for the stage* Such were J. 
Knjashnin, d. 1791, an imitator of the French, but not without 
talent of his own ; Von Wisin, d. 1792, the author of two com- 
edies, full of genuine comic power; Mai'kof, Nicolef, Klu- 
shin, etc. The distinguished productions of Von Wisin alone 
have continued to hold possession of the stage. 58 
. As the most prominent poets of a miscellaneous character the 
following may be mentioned : Hippolit Bagdanovitch, b. 1743, 

67 Lomonosof 'a works were first collected and published by the 
Academy of Sciences of St Petersburg, 1803, 6 vols, in several edi- 
tions. 

58 His masterpiece, Ntdorosl, ' Mama's Darling,' literally the Miner, 
published 1787, presents an incomparable picture of the manners, 
habits, etc. of the Russian country gentry. 
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if. 1805, author of a tale in verse; Psyche, not without grace* 
fbfeess and naweti; Chemnitser, d. 1784, the writer of the 
best Russian fables; Gabriel Derehavin, b. 1743, d. 1816, the 
most celebrated Russian' poet of his time. The glory of Cath- 
arine II, and of the Russiao army, was his favourite theme ; but 
even the panegyrical style of his -odes, the most dangerous ene- 
my not only of moral, but likewise of poetical truth, cannot 
destroy the power of his truly poetical genius. His ode To 
God has obtained the distinction of being translated not only 
into several 'European languages, but also into Chinese, and bung 
dp Iri die emperor's palace, printed with golden letters on white 
atjSfc* Further, Vasilii Kapnist, b. 1756, d. 1823, who as a 
Iprfefcl poet stands next to Dershavin; Bobrof, familiarly ao- 
djhuotM with English literature, which he endeavoured to im- 
$Mj full of imagination, but bombastic and obscure ; Prince 
B pfeor ut y, distinguished by a philosophical, vein; Neledinsky- 
IHetzky, whose songs are known even by the lower classes. 
During this period also the field of translation was not less 
cultivated. Kostrof translated the Iliad in. rhymed verses, A. 
D. 1787, and also Macpherson's Ossian from the French. Pe- 
trof gave a version of the Eneid in 1793. Bulgakof first 
made the Russian public acquainted with Ariosto; Popovsky 
with Pope and Locke, etc. — As a man of general and favour- 
able influence dn literature, we must not forget to name N. No- 
vtkof, editor of several periodical Journals, and author of the 
first Russian bibliographical work.* 

y The patriotism which caused the Russians ever to pay a cer- 
tain degree of attention to their national history, deserves the 
highest praise. During all periods of their literature, this branch 
has been attended to with diligence. It is however especially 
the laborious collection and faithful preservation of materials, for 
which posterity is indebted to them ; since there is little of a 
philosophical spirit to be found in their arrangement of these ma- 
terials; and in regard to the language in which they are present- 
ed, it is striking to observe how the Russian prose was always 
fir behind the Russiao poetry. 6. F. Miiller, d. 1783, a Ger* 
man by birth, but who devoted all his life to Russian literature, 



90 Also into Japanese, according to Golovnin's account, and 
pended in like manner in the temple of Jeddo. See Bowring's Rum. 
AnthoL I. p. 3. 

• See below, in Note 61. 



Digitized by 



Google 



376 Slavic Language$ and Literature. [Apbil 

published the first Russian periodical, devoted chiefly to his- 
torical objects. 60 He also caused several old manuscripts to be 
printed ; and added greatly to their value by his investigations 
and commentaries. Prince Sbtcherbatof wrote fifteen volumes 
of Russian history, besides several smaller work6, — a mere col- 
lection of facts, but rendered more important by a review and 
criticism upon them by Boltin, d. 1792, a distinguished histori- 
an. Tchulkof wrote a history of commerce ; Jemin, Rytch- 
kof, Golikof, and others, wrote on particular portions of Russian 
history. 

For the philological studies of the language, the foundation of 
the Russian Academy, A. D. 1783, was of great importance. 
A standard grammar and etymological dictionary were published 
by it in 1787 — 90, founded on a plan perfectly new, and in the 
merit of which the empress Catharine had no small personal 
share. Her example awakened not a few Mecaenases among the 
magnates of the country ; and it became a point of hjgh ambi- 
tion to favour literature and literary men. 

We turn at length to that branch which here concerns us more 
than any other, the state of theological and biblical science ; aad 
in glancing at the meagre sketch which it presents, the reader 
will easily perceive, why we have deferred it to the last Hard- 
ly any thing interesting, certainly nothiog gratifying, meets our 
eye in this vast, deserted field. Except a few didactic works 
on dogmatics and rhetoric, several catechisms and similar pro- 
ductions, this department is limited exclusively to sermons, or 
rather synodal discourses. There is not always a want of talent, 
and sometimes even a rich share of natural power ; but the Ian- 

?;uage, though first developed in similar productions, is here 90 
ull of bombastic, tasteless, and mere rhetorical ornaments, that 
the thought seems to be entirely drowned in them. 

Demetrius Sjetcbinof, metropolitan, of Novogorod, d. 1767, 
and the archbishop of White Russia, Konissky, d. 1795, are 
considered as not being without eloquence. Platon Levsbin, 
metropolitan of Moscow, was the most productive of the eccle- 

60 This was a monthly periodical, first published 1755. The list 
of Germans whose labours have proved of the highest importaace to 
Russia is very long ; among them are those of Pallas, Schlozer, Frttho, 
Krug, ete. The department of statistics has been exclusively cultiva- 
ted by Germans, Livonians, etc. and all that the Russians have dooe 
in the philological and historical departments, rests on the preceding 
solid and profound labours of German scholars. 



Digitized by 



Google 



18S4.] Ruuiau.— Fourth Period. 3T7 

siaslical writers. He died id 1812, and continued to write un- 
til the end of bis life ; bis productions consequently, in respect 
to time, belong partly to the last period of Russian literature-* 
Anastasius Bratanofski, archbishop of Astracban, d. 1606, takes 
the first place among Russian ecclesiastical orators, in respect to 
style and command of language ; though higher powers and pro- 
founder feelings are ascribed to an arch-priest 01 Kief, Ivan Le- 
vanda, d. 1814. Here our catalogue terminates. All the re- 
maining ecclesiastical writers of any distinction, although only a 
few years younger than those here mentioned, seem in respect to 
language to belong to the following period. 61 

FOURTH PERIOD. 
From Karanurin, A. D. 1796, to the pretest time. 

The number of Russian writers increases during this period 
so considerably, that we feel more than ever obliged to limit our- 
selves to the most distinguished ; thus no doubt passing over in 
silence many a name, more deserving to be mentioned than oth- 
ers of the preceding periods, which borrowed a comparative lus- 
tre only from the poverty of the times. 

The emperor Alexander, during the first years of his reign, 
showed a zeal for the mental cultivation and enlightening of his 
•objects, which presented him to the eyes of admiring Europe 
in the light of one of the great benefactors of mankind. Who- 

• His Summary of Christian Divinity has been translated by Dr 
Fmkerton, and published in his u Present State of the Greek church 
in Russia." 

61 A more complete list of Russian theological writers and their 
productions, is to be found in the metropolitan Eugene's Slovar o tt- 
toriichtsky byvshkh v. Rossii pisatdjach duchovn. tchina, or * Historical 
Dictionary of all Russian writers belonging to the clerical order/ St 
Pet. 1818. For a more general knowledge of the Russian literature, 
the following works may be recommended : Gretsch Opyt kratkoi is- 
fern russk. Uteraturi, St. Pet 1822. Novikof »s Opyt istoriteheskavo 
shvarjoj etc. St Pet 1772. Sopikof 's Opyt russk. bibliogrq/U, St Pet 
1813—21, 5 vols. Anastasevitch Rospis ross. knig.ete. St Pet 1820. 
This last work contains the first systematical catalogue of all Russian 
books. Farther : Tzertelef 's lstoritcheskqja kartina ross. slovesnosti, 
1809. P. Koeppen's MaUrialii dlja istorii prosvjeshn. v. Rossii, 1819. 
The latest Russian bibliographical work in the German language is 
StrmhPs Gdehrtts Russland, Lpz. 1828, founded principally on the Bib- 
liographical Dictionary of Eugenios mentioned above. 
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ever will take the trouble to follotv the career of this prince close- 
ly, and contrast the shouts of acclamation with which the world 
hailed him at first, with the disesteem into which the same indi- 
vidual a few years afterwards shrunk, as a weak and insignificant 
being, — and then again compare the enthusiasm with which du- 
ring the time of his better fortunes be was received anew as the 
deliverer of Europe, with the part which was afterwards assign- 
ed him in the system of obscurantismus supposed to be adopted 
by the united sovereigns of Europe, — whoever considers all this, 
cannot but be struck with the small portion of discernment and 
discrimination which is manifested in the world. A sober and 
keen-sighted observer might have seen even in the beginning, 

Slorious as it was, that not all is gold that glitters. All that was 
one, was accompanied with a noise and boasting which strange- 
ly imposed upon foreigners. Universities, on the plan of the 
venerable institutions of learning in Germany, were founded, 
where all the preparation necessary in order to profit by them 
was wanting ; and the profoundest sciences were professedly 
taught to pupils, who were still deficient even in elementary 
knowledge. We do not however mean to say, that much real 
good was not done ; and even if some of the new institutions 
were not propitious in their immediate results, still the time has 
come, or will come, when all of them are or will be at least in a 
measure useful* The establishment of numerous common 
schools of a less elevated character throughout the whole em- 
pire, deserves unqualified praise. More than fifty higher schools, 
called gymnasia, or governmental schools, and twice as man? 
lower or provincial schools, were established under Alexanders 
reign alone. 69 Besides the universities, seven in all, of which 
Alexander founded five, there are a considerable number of pro- 
fessional schools ; among which are four theological academies^ 
In the year 1823, an Institution for the study of oriental lap- 
guages was founded at St. Petersburg ; and in 1829 a similar one 
at Odessa, a city which has bjr its location more natural advanta- 
ges for the learning of Asiatic languages than any other, and 
where for most of them native teachers may be readily obtained 
On the other hand, the Asiatic Museum attached to the school at 
St. Petersburg contains all the means and aids for those studies 

69 A survey of the number and general classification ,of the univer- 
sities and schools in Russia, is to be found in the American Quarterly 
Observer for Jan. 1834, Vol. II. No. 1. 
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to bo met with at a more remote place. Richly endowed by the 
munificence of the emperor Alexander, who caused scientific 
treasures of every kind to be liberally purchased* it was also 
greatly augmented during the late war with Persia ; where by 
order of the emperor all conquered cities were deprived of their 
libraries, whether public or private ; while by a stipulation in the 
treaty of peace, the Persian government was compelled to de- 
liver to Russia towards four hundred manuscripts, a list of which 
was drawn up by the orientalists Frahn and Senkofsky. Among 
these were the geography of Ptolemy, and several Arabic trans- 
lations of Greek and Latin works, lost in the original languages. 
Although the object of the oriental schools in Russia was origin- 
ally to educate translators for diplomatic missions, they have 
proved themselves very useful to oriental philology in general ; 
especially through the many gifted Germans in the Russian ser- 
vice, who avail themselves gladly of opportunities for those stud- 
ies which their own country cannot give. It will however be 
seen in the sequel, that several learned Russians also have paid 
mjwnourable attention to this branch. 
'T^flussian Bible Society, founded A. D. 1813, was at 
«t patronized by the emperor. Under its auspices, and at 
tb^instigation of the emperor himself, there was prepared a ver- 
^OQof the Scriptures into the Russian dialect. In the year 1820, 
not less than 50,000 copies of the Gospels and the Acts were is- 
sued from the press ; in 1823 the whole New Testament was 
finished, and in the course of eight months 20,000 copies were 
&fnbuted. For this translation the peasantry, to whom the Old 
Slavonic church Bible was only half intelligible, shewed such an 
eagerness, as soon to excite trouble among the clergy. In some 
of the governments, remote from the capital, the readers of this 
version of the Bible had to encounter serious persecution. In 
respect to translations into foreign languages, a kind of rivalship 
arose between the parent society in England, and the daughter in 
St. Petersburg. Besides the preparation by the latter of transla- 
tions \oto thirty-one different languages and dialects within the 
limits of the Russian empire, she likewise took care of several 
Asiatic nations, and founded auxiliaries in the deserts of Siberia, 
and also in the midst of the Cossaks of the Don and the Cir 
cassian provinces. In A. D. 1820, this society had fifty-three 
sections and 145 auxiliaries ; and the number of copies of whole 
Bibles and of New Testaments distributed, exceeded 436,000. 
But in 1822, the society held its last anniversary ; and three 
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years later, some of the more important Russian clergy succeed* 
ed in closing the series of annual reports. In April 1826, the 
activity of the society was ultimately terminated, or, as it was 
expressed, was suspended, by the Ukase of the emperor Nicho- 
las, at the instigation of the metropolitans Eugene and Seraphim. 
Since that time, only the sale of the copies already printed, has 
been permitted. 83 

The Russian Bible Society stood of course in connexion with 
societies for Foreign Missions ; but was active in this respect 
chiefly through the agency of the United or Moravian Brethren. 
In 1823 the Moravians of Sarepta sent, with the express consent 
of the minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs, two missionaries to the 
Kalmuks ; into whose language the Gospels bad been translated 
at St. Petersburg by Schmidt. In the same degree that they found 
the people susceptible for divine truth, did they meet with opposi- 
tion from the priesthood. The Khans, yielding to the influence of 
the priests, threatened to emigrate ; and the Russian government 
found it advisable to withdraw the mission. An interesting re- 
port of this mission was published in 1824, in the Journal of St. 
Petersburg. In the year 1824, a mission of the Greek church, 
at the instigation of the bishop of Archangel, was sent to the St- 
moyedes. This was the first attempt ever made to convert that 
savage people to Christianity ; of the results we are not informed. 
The compass of Russian literature extended itself during the 
course of Alexander's reign, or rather from A. D. 1 800 to 1822, 
with a most remarkable rapidity. In the year 1787 the number 
of books written in the Old Slavonic and Russian dialects, did not 
exceed 4000 ; w before 1820 twice that number was counted; 
the year 1820 alone produced 3400 works, 800 of them trans- 
lations from the French, 483 from the German, and more than 
100 from the English. Sopikof, in his bibliographical essay,* 
enumerates the titles of 13,249 Russian and Slavonic books; 

itrinted in Russia from A. D. 1553 to 1823. But at this time 
iterature seemed to have reached its height in respect to produc- 
tiveness ; and sunk again with a still greater rapidity, probably 

63 On all which concerns the Russian Bible Society, Henderson^ 
Biblical Researches contain most interesting details. The active put 
however, which he ascribes to the Jesuits, in effecting the suppression 
of the Society, is far from being historically ascertained. 

64 See Backmeister's Russische Bibliothfk, Riga 1772—87. 
* See above, Note 61. 
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to consequence of the political measures of the government. 
The year 1824 produced only 264 Russian works; in 1831 the 
number issued was 479. The yearly average of literary produc- 
tions, original and translated, since 1800, is about 300 to 400 
annually; while in the long interval from A. D. 1700 to 1800, 
only 1000 works were printed. More than 10,000 manu- 
scripts, never yet printed, are scattered through the imperial and 
monastic libraries. A few of these have very recently been 
brought to light, which are not without historical value. 

In the year 1822, three hundred and fifty living writers were 
enumerated ; most of them belonging to the nobility and only 
one eighth part to the clergy. The literature of the last ten 
years has been in a great measure confined to works of fiction ; 
especially novels, and lyrical poetry. The only branches of 
science, which the Russians have hitherto cultivated with some 
zeal and success are, their national history, topographical des- 
criptions of foreign (mostly Asiatic) countries, books of travels, 
and philological investigations. Their labours in this last de- 
partment are, however, chiefly limited to the Slavic languages. 
Classical literature, being to them of little practical use, has found 
favour only with a few initiated. Philosophy, and the different 
departments of natural science, are deserted. 65 The former as a 
science, is even despised, and considered as the exclusive prop- 
erty of German pedants and bookworms. The few books which 
have been published in the departments of statistics, medicine 
and law, — not only during the last ten years, but throughout 
this whole period, — are all of them translations, or have been 
written by foreigners in the Russian service, among whom are 
highly celebrated names. The theological productions are con- 
fined to synodal orations and a few ascetic writings. 

In regard to periodical literature, the number oi political jour- 
nals is of course very small ; and that which extols most highly 
the merits and exploits of the Russians, is always considered as 

65 There are a few honourable exceptions, e. g. Perevoshtchikof 's 
Introduction to Astronomy, some zoological works by Dvigubsky, etc. 
The work, Essais phUosopkiquts star rhomme, publtis par de Jakob, 
Halle 1818, was also, although written in French, the production of 
a Russian. The late author Poletika, brother to the gentleman of that 
name who filled several years ago the station of Russian envoy to this 
country, and who, if we are not misinformed, has written in French on 
the United States, was distinguished for his amiable and elevated char- 
acter. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 49 
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the best, and is most patronised by the government and nation. 
The literary journals, most of which are of a miscellaneous kind, 
are more in number and are generally conducted with more 
critical talent. Those of a purely scientific character are rarely 
sustained longer than a few years ; for instance, the very valuable 
Bibliographical Journal, edited by P. Koppen, 1825—26. 
We are sorry to add that the ephemeral race of annuals, those 
vehicles of superficial taste and knowledge, have already takes 
a broad possession of the Russian Parnassus. Of another de- 
scription, however, is the annual published by the Aeademy of 
Sciences, under the title of National Annuary, which contains 
valuable statistic notices of Russia, all of them founded on the 
best authority. 

Nicholas Karamsin, from the commencement of whose influence 
the present period of Russian literature is in general dated, was 
born A. D. 1765. He was educated in the house of a German 
professor at Moscow. In spite of the early developeroent of his 
literary propensities, he entered the military service, which was 
then considered as the most honourable in Russia. After two 
years spent in travelling through Europe, he opened his literary 
career with the publication of a periodical work called the Mos- 
cow Journal, which exercised a decidedly favourable influence 
on Russian literature ; although those productions of Karamxin 
himself which first appeared in this journal, evidently bear the 
stamp of the author's youth. Both in his prose writings and io 
his scattered lyrical poems, at this period, there is a certain dulcet 
sentimentality, behind which we look in vain for energetic or true 
poetic thoughts. He showed more maturity in bis second period- 
ical, called the European Messenger ; where political and moral 
subjects occupied his pen. But his principal reputation rests 
upon his History of the Russian Empire. In composing this 
work, he was greatly favoured by the government; all the 
archives were opened to him ; all documents delivered into bis 
hands ; and when it was completed, rewards and gratuities of 
every description were heaped upon the author with imperial 
munificence, and continued to his widow and children, after his 
decease in 1826.* 5 

65 Of Karmrozin's istorija Chaudarttva Robmxsmwo, History of the 
ttussian Empire, (extending only to tbe reign of tbe house of Rom*» 
nof, A. D. 1613,) in eleven volumes, a second edition was published m 
1818. His other works have been collected in nine volumes, of which 
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The beauties of Karamzin's style are so entirety idiomatic^ 
that no one, who is not perfectly and thoroughly acquainted with 
the language, is able to appreciate in what the charm of his 
writings consists. To foreigners of sound critical taste, on the 
contrary, the productions of his earlier life exhibit an affectation, 
a pretension to feeling, and an emptiness of original thought, 
sometimes quite intolerable. And as to the more condensed and 
exact style of his great historical work, the highest beauties of 
diction, and the acknowledged diligence and accuracy of the 
writer's examination of facts, could never reconcile us to that 
want of truth, which, without wresting the fact itself, impresses 
opon it a false character, by the whole colouring and mode of 
representation. Over the characteristic barbarism of ancient 
times, his dexterous hand throws a veil of embellishment, and 
lends a spirit of chivalry and romantic charm to historical per- 
sons and deeds, where all the circumstances of place and time 
stand in absolute contradiction to it. Not seldom do we seem 
to be perusing a novel. 

By this mode of proceeding he of course flattered the national 
feelings of bis countrymen ; and thus gained their approbation 
and applause, in the same measure that he disgusted all other na- 
tions. But even in his own country, a spirit of opposition has re- 
cently arisen against him. In the year 1830, Polevoi', editor of a 
periodical work called the * Telegraph,' announced a new History 
of Russia, in twelve volumes; and boldly expressed the opinion, 
that Karamzin's work was neither to be called practical nor 
philosophical, and was no longer worthy of the present standing 
of Russian literature. How far he has succeeded in producing 
a better, we are ignorant. 

In respect to Karamzin's innovations on the language, his in- 
fluence was counterbalanced long ago. He considered the 
French or English mode of construction as better adapted to the 
present state of the Russian language, than that imitation of the 
classical structure, which had hitherto given to the Russian prose 
writings so stiff and awkward an air. He himself adopted with 
ease and gracefulness the peculiarities of these modern lan- 
guages; but a portion of bis followers thought to reach the same 

a third edition was published in 1820. This great historical work has 
been translated twice into German, first by Hauenschild and Oertel, 
aod later by Tappe ; and twice into French, St Pet. 1818, and by St. 
Thomas and Jauffert, Paris 1820. 
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object by introducing Gallicisms. Just at the proper time an 
opposition was formed ; the head of which, Admiral Sbishkof, 
insisted upon preserving the influence of the Church Slavonic 
upon the Russian language; and reproached Kararazin with 
having injured the purity of the latter by the introduction of 
foreign forms. These two parties, which still divide the Rus- 
sian literature in sonle measure, are called the Russian and Sla- 
vonic, or also the Moscow and Petersburg parties. 

Not much less influence than Karamzin on the Russian ptose, 
has Ivan Dmitrief, b. 1760, exercised on poetry. He dot 
more taste and purity than any of his predecessors ; and was tie 
first to prove by a great many poetical tales, fables, odes, etc. 
that imagination and correctness of language are not incompatible. 
The most successful of his followers are these: Shokofsky, 
b. 1784, a poet of true and deep feeling, without affectation, 
possessing more of what the Germans call subjectivity, than any 
other Russian writer. He took the Germans for bis models, and 

Eartly imitated and partly translated them with success. 66 Push- 
in, b. 1799, an imitator of Byron, and bence styled the Russian 
Byron ; but according to even bis warmest admirers, more to be 
compared to the British poet in respect to his tendency, than to bis 
genius. His most distinguished production is an historical tragedy, 
entitled Boris Grodhunof, published in 1831.* 7 Kosk)( in- 
teresting by his personal character and misfortunes, and Baron 
Rosea, both of them likewise imitators of Byron, whose influ- 
ence on modern Russian poetry is very strong. Further: 
Prince Vjazemsky, Vostokof, Batjushkof,* Rilejef, Baron 
Delwig, Glinka, etc. all of them undoubtedly men of uncommon 
poetic gifts. As writers of fables, a favourite department among 
the Russians, Krilof and Chemnitzer are distinguished; as 
dramatic poets, Shakhofskoi, Chmelnitzky, and Ozerof. The 
latter belongs properly to the preceding period ; and the success 

66 The latest edition of Shukofsky's collected works (long since no 
longer complete) was published, so far as we know, St Pet 1824. 

97 A. good review of Pushkin's writings is given in the tenth 
volume of the Foreign Quarterly Review. It was written however 
before Pushkin's principal work, Boris Godkunof, was published, or at 
least known iu England. 

# The Foreign Quarterly Review contains under the head CriUcsl 
Skttchcs, a review of Batjushkof s works and a specimen of his poetry. 
Vol. IX. p. 218. 
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be met with can hardly be explained except by the want of 
competitors. 

lo recent times no form of poetry has found more applause, 
than the historical novel ; without however producing another 
Walter Scott. The most distinguished names in this depart- 
ment are T. Bulgarin, Sagoskin, Massalsky, Svinjin, etc. 

The literature of translation has been pnriched, by Gnjed itch's 
version of the Iliad ; Merzljakof 's translation of Tasso's Jerusa- 
lem ; WojeikoPs Eneid ; MartynoPs translation of several an- 
cient classics, etc. 

To foreigners, the travels of the Russians by sea and land of- 
fer the most interesting and instructive part of their literature. 
The most distinguished of their well known expeditions have in- 
deed been conducted by Germans, as Krusenstern, Kotzebue, 
Bellinghausen, etc. others however by Russians, as Golovnin, 
Lasaref, etc. and the results of all of them contribute to the 
hooour of Russia and are laid up in the temple of her literature. 
The regions of Malo-Russia, the Caucasus, and Taurida, of 
which comparatively little was known, were explored by Mura- 
viev-Apostol, Glinka, Bronefsky, etc. and described by them in 
valuable volumes. An account of China by Timkofsky, was 
translated in 1827 into the English language. The works of the 
monk Hyacinth Bite hour in, head of the Russian ecclesiastical 
mission at Pekin, published in 1828 — 32, are of great impor- 
tance for the knowledge of China, Thibet, and the country of 
the Mongols. 68 The great patriot and protector of science, Rom- 

® Thus venerable missionary, who resided at Pekin from 1807 to 
1821, has published since he returned to his country a series of valu- 
able and instructive works, a catalogue of which, as they have met with 
general acknowledgement in foreign countries, will probably be accep- 
table to the American reader. — 1. Sapiski o Mongolii, etc. Account of 
Mongolia, St. Pet 1828, 2 vols. It contains a part of his travels, a de- 
scription of the country and people, and a translation of the Mongol 
code of laws. — 2. Opisanie Tibtta, etc. i. e. Description of Thibet in its 
present state, translated from the Chinese, with remarks and illustra- 
tions, St. Pet. 1828. This work has been translated into French and 
published by Klaproth under the title : Description du Tubet partieUe- 
ment du Chinois en Russe, par le P. Hyacinth Bitchourin, et du Russe 
en Fran fats par M... etc. Accompagnie de Notes par M. Klaproth, 
Paris 1831. — 3. Description of Dshongary and Eastern Turkestan, in 
2 vols* under the title : Opisanie Dshongarii i vostotchnavo Turke- 
stan*, etc St Pet 1829. — 4. htorija pervych tchetyrech Chanov, etc. 
i. e. History of the first four Khans of the House of Jenghis, St. 
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yanzof, whose name is known throughout the cifiKzed work), 
caused Abulgbasi's Historia Mongolorvm et Tartarorum to be 
printed in 1825, under the special care of the distinguished Ger- 
man oriental scholar Fraebn. The publication of the Mongol 
work, History of the Eastern Mongols and their Princes, writ- 
ten by Ssanang Ssetzen, with a German translation and illustra- 
tions and remarks by J.. J. Schmidt, although no Russian work, 
may be mentioned here, as it was only made possible by Rus- 
sian means, and the support of the emperor. The same author, 
known to the literary world by his learned Researches in East- 
ern Asia, translated also the Gospels into the Mongol andKalmuk 
languages for the Russian Bible society. A Mongol Grammar was 
prepared by him in 1 828, and a Mongol-German-Russian Dic- 
tionary was announced in 1834. A Mongol-Russian Dictionary 
had been previously published by Igumnof of Irkutzk. Volkof 
composed a Tartar Dictionary, an earlier one having been written 
by Giganof in 1804. For the study of the Armenian, nume- 
rous opportunities are presented ; the Armenian archimandrite 
Seraphim published in 1819 an Armenian elementary Encyclo- 
pedia, and in 1822 a Russian Armenian Dictionary. A new 
Turkish Dictionary by Rhasis appeared 1830 at St. Petersburg. 
But the oriental studies of the Russians are not limited to the 
languages of the Russian empire. A Hebrew Grammar bas 
been published by Pavsky, the learned author of the Russian' 
version of the Old Testament; and in the year 1821 there were, 
according to Henderson, not less than forty of his pupils em- 
ployed as teachers in the different academies and seminaries 
throughout the country. An Arabic Grammar bas been pub- 
lished by Boldryef, and also a Persian Chrestomathy in 1826. 
Senkofsky translated the Derbent-Nahmeh ; and also edited 
with considerable additions the French-Arabic dictionary, origi- 
nally written by the Swede Berggren, a work of the highest 
utility to the Arabic scholar, not a mere vocabulary, but full of 
geographical notices and general information; in short a work 
which, according to the prospectus written by the learned Fraebn, 
u contains every thing that can be useful to the traveller, diplo- 
matic agent, missionary, physician or merchant." The editor 
among other things has added in Roman characters the vulgar 

Pet 1829. This and the preceding work are not properiy tranala- 
tions, but original works, drawn from Chinese sources, all of which are 
specified* Besides these works, Hyacinth has published some of leaf 
' importance, translations from the Chinese, etc. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Russian.— Fourth Period. 38? 

pronunciation of the Arabic, which differs materially from that 
preo by the grammarians. 

Among the ecclesiastical writers of this period, Ambrosius 
Pvoutof, archbishop of Kazan and Simbirsk, and Philaret Droz- 
dof, archbishop of Moscow, are considered as the roost elo- 
quent. The last is the author of several works on church his- 
tory. Other theological writers of merk are the following : Eu- 
gene Bolchovitinof,™ metropolitan of Kief, Ambrosius Podob- 
jedofi metropolitan of Novogorod, and Michael Desnitzky, me- 
tropolitan of St. Petersburg. Stanislas Bogush, a Roman 
Catholic priest, published a history of Taurida and several other 
historical works in the Russian language. Several successful 
attempts have recently been made, by clergymen and by lay- 
men, to describe portions of the history of their own country. 
Socb are Krilof, (not the poet,) S. Glinka, and others: The 
branch of Memoires also, in the French sense of the word, has 
reoeody been much cultivated. The publications of Count Mu- 
nch; in 1818; of Prince Shakhofsky, 1821 ; of Genera] Dan- 
Uroky, 1830 ; and of Admiral Shisbkof, 1832; are valuable 
contributions to the history of our time. 

The national feeling of the Russians has led them, during 
the period of tbeir literary history, to examine the nature of 
their language ; and all philosophical investigations, or antiqua- 
rian researches, which could throw additional light upon the 
past, have been favoured by persons of distinction and influence ; 
as for example, by Admiral Sbishkof, himself a writer on va- 
rious subjects. With this view be caused a new edition of the 
Dictionary of the Russian Academy to be published, and the 
preparation of another more perfect work of that kind, founded 
oo an improved plan.* To this class of philological antiqua- 
rians belong the names of Vostokof already cited in these pages, 
Sokolof, Kalaidovitch, and Stroyef, the two latter learned and 
judicious commentators on old manuscripts which they first pub- 
lished, and which but for them would still lie mouldering in dust 

• The reputation of this clergyman rests however more on his 
publications in the department of bibliography and literary history, than 
on his own theological works. 

• The etymological tables, published since 1819 by Shishko£ as a 
specimen of the labours of the Academy, are highly interesting. We 
•ee here the words reduced to the first elements of the language ; 
tad in some casta more than 0000 words springing from a singl* root 



Digitized by 



Google 



388 Slavic Languages and Literature. [April 

aod oblivion. In the department of literary history and bibli- 
ography, we find as writers of merit, P. Koeppen, author of the 
well- written article " Kunst und AJtherthum 10 Russland" io the 
Vienna Jahrbiicher, and of various valuable paleographic aod 
other essays in the Russian language ; also Gretsch, Sopikof, 
Anastasevitch, the metropolitian Eugene above mentioned, Ple- 
tuef, Mussin-Pusbkin, Korshavin, Katchenofsky, etc. etc. 

This is not the place to enlarge on the distinguished merits 
which foreigners, and especially Germans, have acquired io re- 
lation to Russian history, statistics, etc. But their labours in 
relation to the language, form a part of the literature to which 
they were devoted ; and cannot of course be separated from 
the works of native writers. The most distinguished names io 
this department are again Germans, viz. Heym, Vater, Tappe, 
Puchmayer, etc. The catalogue of elementary works upon the 
Russian language, is too long to be inserted here ; we limit our- 
selves therefore to those only which are written in English, aod 
the best in German and French. The English grammars and 
dictionaries of the Russian, are indeed so few, that an Amer- 
ican or Englishman would never succeed in acquiring a full 
knowledge of the language, except through the medium of the 
German and French. The first Russian Grammar, however, 
that was ever printed, was published at Oxford. We give the 
titles of this and of the other principal grammars and lexicons 
of the Russian language, in the note below. 70 Schafiarik's often 



70 This was Ludolfs Grammatica Russica et tnanuductio ad I 
Slavonicam, Oxon. 1696. — English Russian Grammars are, Novq* 
rose. Gram, dlja Anglitshani, ' Russian Grammar for Englishmen,' Si 
Petersburg, 1822. * Heard's Practical Grammar of ike Russian Lan- 
guage, St, Pet. 1827. 2 vols. 8vo. — German Russian Grammars are : 
Heym's Ruee. Sprachlchre Jur Deutsche, Riga, 1789, 1794, 1804. 
Valor's Prakt. Gramm. der rues. Sprache, Leipz. 1806, 1814 Tap- 
ped Neue russ. Sprachlehre Jur Deutsche, St. Pet. 1810, 1814, 1820. 
Schmidt's Prakt. russ. Grammatik, Leip. 1813. Puchmayer's Lekje- 
haude der russ. Sprachc, Prag 1820. — French Russian Grammars are : 
Maudru's EUmens raisonnis de la Langue Russe, Paris, 1803. 
Langen'8 Manuel de la Langue Ruese, St. Pet. 1825. CharpenuVs 
EUmens de la Langue Russe, St. Pet. 1768 to 1$05, five editions. In 
the course of the year 1828 a French translation of the Russian 
Grammar of Gretsch was prepared in two parts under the tides: 
Grammaire Russe raisonnie and Grammaire Russe pratique. 

Dictionaries. — Parenoga's Lex. JbngUnsko-ross. and Russian-Eng- 
lish Lexicon, 4 vols. 1806-17. Zdanof 's Angl-ross. Lex. and Russian 
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cited History of the Slavic Language and Literature may be 
consulted with advantage by any one who desires more complete 
information on the grammatical and Jetical literature of the 
Russians.* 

III. History of the Servian Language and Literature. 

The literature of the occidental Slavo-Servians" has hitherto 
been altogether separated from that of their brethren of the ori- 

EmgL Diet St Pet 1784. Shishkof's Lex. angL franc, rose. St Pet 
1795. Heym's Buss. dsutsch una* Deidsch-russ. W&rtcrb. Riga 1795- 
98. The same writer's Russisch, Deutsch, und Franzos. WdrUrb. in sev- 
eral forms and editions, Riga 1796 to 1812. Schmidt's Nov. Karm. 
Slovar J Leipz. 18l5. TatishtchePs Franc, russ. Lex. St. Pet 1816. 
Oldekop's Russ. Deutsch. Wfrtcrb. St Pet. 1825. 

• The Foreign Quarterly Review, Vol. I, contains a valuable ar- 
ticle on Russian literature, evidently written, or at least prepared, not 
by an Englishman, but by a Russian. Bowrings' Russian Anthology 
is the only work known to us, adapted to make the mere English rea- 
der somewhat acquainted with the Russian poetic literature. To 
those to whom not the Slavie, but the German and French languages 
are accessible, we recommend the following: Jbitkologie Russe, par 
Dapre de St Maure, Paris 1823. Gretsch's Handbuch der rum. 
LiUrasur, St Pet 1821. Oldekop's St. Petersburgcr ZeUschrift. Yon 
der Berg's Poetische Erzcugnisse der Russet*, Riga 1823. Von Knor- 
ring's Rums. Bibliothekjur Deutsche, Revel 1831. Von Goetze's Stimmen 
its russisken Folks, Stuttg. 1828. Specimens of Karamzin's writings 
are contained in Richter's Russisehe MisceUen, Mosc 1801-1809. 

71 This portion of the Slavic race has hitherto been more generally 
known under the general appellation of Illyrians. With the excep- 
tion of the Bulgarians, who never have been comprehended under 
it, this name has alternately been applied to all the Southern Slavic 
nations ; sometimes only to the Dalmatians and Slavonians ; sometimes 
to them together with the Croatians and Vindes ; by others again to 
the Turkish Servians and Bosnians, etc. The old Illyrians, L e. the 
inhabitants of the Roman province lllyricuin, were not Slavi; but a 
people related to the old Thracians, the forefathers of the present Al- 
banians. See Schaffarik, p. 23, n. 2. IUyricum Magnum comprised 
in the fourth century nearly all the Roman provinces of eastern Eu- 
rope. Napoleon affected- to renew the names and titles of the an- 
cient Roman empire, and called the territory ceded to him by Austria 
in 1809, viz. Carniola, and all the country between the Adriatic, the 
Save, and the Turkish empire, his Illyrian provinces, and their in- 
habitants Illyrians. In the year 1815 a new kingdom of Illyria was 
founded as an Austrian province, comprehending Carniola, Carin- 
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eotal church, and treated as a distinct branch. Their language, 
however, being essentially the same, we do not see why the 
rather accidental circumstance, that the former use the Roman 
letters, while the latter adhere to the Cyrillic alphabet, should 
be a sufficient reason for such a separation. The literature of 
neither of them has as yet treasures enough, to renounce wil- 
lingly the claims which their mutual and naturally rich though 
uncultivated language gives to the one upon the productions of 
the other. We now proceed, in a short historical introduction, 
to show the origin of this separation ; after making a few pre- 
liminary remarks on the character of the language as a whole, 
unaffected by its division into different dialects, not more distinct 
indeed from each other than is the case in almost every other 
living idiom. 

The Servian language is spoken by about five millions of peo- 

?le. It extends, with some slight variations of dialect, over the 
\jrkish and Austrian provinces of Servia, Bosnia, Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, and Dalmatia ; over Slavonia and the eastern part 
of Croatia. It is further the property of several thousands, who 
emigrated from their own country on account of the Turkish op- 

Eression, and are now settled as colonists along the south-western 
ank of the Danube, from Semlin to St. Andre near Buda. A 
dialect of it, with greater variations, is spoken by the Bulgarians. 
The southern sky, and the beauties of natural scenery existing 
throughout nearly all these regions, so favourable in general to 
the developement of poetical genius, appear also to have exerted 
a happy influence on the language. While it yields to none of 
the other Slavic dialects in richness, clearness, and precision, it 
far surpasses all of them in euphony. The Servian has often 
been called the Italian among the other Slavic idioms. Com- 
parisons of this sort are always superficial, and tend to give a 
false view of the character of an object. Be this as it may, the 

thia, and Trieste with its territory. It is partly on account of this 
inde&aiteness, that the name of lllyrians has been entirely relin- 
quished by modern philologists. In its stead the name of Servians, 
or more properly Serbians, Serbs, has been adopted as a general ap- 
pellation by the best authorities. See below, § 1, on the Literanire 
of the Servians of the Greek Church. The word Srb, Serb, Sorab, 
has been alternately derived from Srp, scythe ; from Siberi, Sever, 
north ; from Sarmat ; from Serbufja, a kind of shoe or sock ; from 
serous, servant, etc. The true derivation has not yet been found out 
See Dobrovsky's History of the Bohemian Language, etc. 1818, and 
also his Inst. Ling. Slav. 1822. 
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Servian is decidedly the most melodious of the Slavic languages, 
rich in vowels, and abounding alike in soft and powerful accents. 
The accumulation of consonants, with which the other dialect* 
are so often reproached, is rarely, if ever, to be met with in Ser- 
vian. The reader may compare the Servian weiar with wjlr, 
krUo with krjdlo or skrzydlo, pao with padl, etc. Those who 
ascribe this mildness of the Servian language to the Italian neigh- 
bourhood of Dalmatia, forget that the eastern Servians possess the 
same advantage. It is true that the dialects of these latter are 
at the same time full of Turcisms ; but these are mere excres- 
cences, which may easily be removed without touching the essen- 
tial structure of the language. The Turkish words adopted in- 
to the Servian, are mostly nouns, and verbs derived from them ; 
and may naturally be explained by their political relation to the 
Turks during so many centuries. If we may confide in a re- 
mark of the profound philologist J. Grimm, some foreign ingre- 
dieots are useful and even necessary to languages. They act as 
a cement, and fill up gaps ; nay, they not seldom serve to give 
to the expression colouring and pliancy. The attention of the 
civilized world, although directed at the beginning of the present 
century to the Servians and their heroic struggles, has only re- 
cently been excited in respect to their language ; and this through 
the efforts of a single individual. We shall have more to say on 
this point in the section devoted to the literature of the Servians 
of the eastern church. 

The ancient Illyricum comprised all the countries situated be- 
tween the Adriatic and the Black Sea, and along the Danube 
and Save. 72 Towards the middle of the seventh century, we 
find this vast country mostly occupied by a Slavic people of 
one and the same race, alternately called Bulgarians, Croatians, 
and Servians. We find also six kingdoms gradually established 
by them : Bulgaria, Servia, Bosnia (Rama), Croatia, Slavonia, 
and Dalmatia ; some of them powerful and of great influence in 
their time, but now and long since sunk into ruin, and existing 
only as Turkish or Austrian provinces. An impenetrable night 
rests on the early history of these regions; and if the judicious 
criticism of modern philologists has thrown comparatively some 
light on this general topic, still, their investigations have been 
of little consequence for the history of the language. All that 
it concerns us to note here, is, that as early as the seventh cen- 
tury, a part of these nations were already Christians, converted 



1 See above, p. 334 sq. and the preceding note. 
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by Romish priests. Among the remainder, Christianity as 
taught by Greek missionaries found a welcome reception in the 
eighth and ninth centuries, and was soon fully established. The 
oriental Servians bad the chief seat of their power in the present 
Turkish province of Serf-Vilayeti ; and governed by princes call- 
ed Shupant, we see them in a constant war of resistance against 
the Greek emperors, and during several centuries also against 
the powerful Khans of Bulgaria ; now conquered, subjugated, 
destroyed almost to annihilation, but recovering with effort and 
rising again in power, with such energy as to enable them under 
the great Tzar, Stepban Dushan, not only to bold all their neigh- 
bours in awe, but to take a menacing position towards Bjzan- 
tium itself, and dictate conditions of peace to the imploring en- 
voys of that proud imperial court. - But this brilliant point of 
Servian glory, which even now after five hundred years still 
lives in the hearts of the people, and is the subject of a thousand 
legends and songs, was only a meteor. It vanished in almost 
the same moment that it appeared. Stephan's immediate suc- 
cessors, enfeebled by their domestic dissensions, sunk under tbe 
superior forces of the Turks, who bad broken into Europe thirty- 
four year9 earlier. They soon became tbe conquerors of tbe 
Servians, though not without fierce and bloody struggles; and 
they still remain their masters and oppressors." 

The occidental Servians were early divided into small state*, 
some of which adopted an aristocratic republican form of consti- 
tution. Among these, only the republic of Ragusa requires to 
be mentioned here, as the cradle of the Dalmatian branch of Ser- 
vian literature. The local situation of these occidental states, 
made them dependent on Hungary ; and thus Croatia, Slavooia, 
Dalmatia, sometimes under the title of kingdoms, and now as 
dqkedoms, became at length mere provinces of that larger king- 
dom, and ultimately of tbe Austrian empire. Bosnia and Herze- 
govina, which form the boundary between the Servians of tbe 
East and West, were subject to tbe influence of both ; and are to 
the present day divided in religion and in language. 

73 The Servians, tinder the government of their own distinguished 
countryman, prince Mi1osh t have, however, for some years enjoyed a 
certain degree of freedom, which will no doubt have good results for 
the mental life of the nation. A very good view of their country, con- 
stitution, and literature, is given in a recent German work : fid* 
nach Serbien im SpOtherbst 1829, by Otto von Birch, Berlin 1890. 
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§ 1. Literature of the Servian* of the Oriental or Greek Church. 

However small the circuit of country, properly called Servia, 
b in proportion to the whole extent over which the southern 
Slavi are spread, the name of Servians nevertheless appears to 
modern philologists as the best adapted for being employed as 
the common name of them all. Dobrovsky thinks it even appro- 
priate to become the general appellation for all Slavic nations. 
Although of obscure derivation, it is at least sufficiently ascer- 
tained that it is of pure Slavic origin ; glorious associations are 
attached to it ; it is moreover still a living name, while the learn- 
ed appellation of lllyrians, formerly more in use, is dead ; and 
that of Bosnians, preferred by some Dalmatian writers, rests 
upon no satisfactory grounds. The name of Servians, how- 
ever, was never, till recently, applied to the Dalmatians. 

(a) Servian! , Bosnian!, Greek Slaroniani, etc. 

The literature of the eastern Servians, the result of their intel- 
lectual life as a nation, is not yet twenty years old. Up to that 
time, all the Servians belonging to the Greek church, notwith- 
standing the honourable example of Russia to the contrary, had 
written in the Old or Church Slavonic ; or, in more modern times, 
in a language mixed up from this latter and several other dialects. 
Scbafiarik remarks, that out of about 400 Servian books printed 
between the years 1742, or more properly 1761, and 1826, 
about one eighth part are written in Old Slavic ; another eighth 
in the common dialect of the people ; while all the rest vary be- 
tween these two in innumerable shades and degrees. 74 This 
eighth part written in ordinary Servian, are all of very recent 
date. Indeed, with the exception of a single writer, Obradovitch, 
who found no immediate followers, the dialect of the people was 
b general despised by the clergy and those who laid claim to 
education, as being wholly unfit for books, and (as Vuk Stephan- 
ovitch strongly expresses himself ) only proper/ for "cowherds 
and swineherds." How the once flourishing literature of Ragu- 
sa could ever have sunk into oblivion to such a degree, is hardly 
to be conceived ; as indeed in general, the division so sharply 
drawn in respect to literature between those two branches of the 
same people, while they were still bound together by the stropg 
ties ot one and the same language of common life and in part 
abo of the same government, belongs among the most remarka- 
ble facts in literary history. 

74 See Schafiarik, p. 217. 
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The roost ancient document of the Servian Old Slavic lao- 

Siage, is out of the middle of tbe thirteenth century, viz. the 
exaemeron of Basilius, with a preface by John, exarch of 
Bulgaria. Then follow the ' Acts of the Apostles,' written by 
tbe hieromonach Damian, A. D. 1324. Of higher historical 
importance are some secular writings from the end of the thir- 
teenth to tbe middle of the fourteenth century, viz. a genealogi- 
cal register of the Servian princes and the events of their reigns, 
called Radoslov, written by archbishop Daniel ; a similar work 
called the Tzarostavnick ; and above all the statutes of Tzar 
Dushan the Powerful, A. D. 1 336 — 56. These statutes, da- 
ted from tbe year 6837, or A. D. 1349, not only afford us a 
good survey of the constitution of the Servian kingdom, but are 
a remarkable contribution to tbe history of its moral state at that 
early period. The philanthropist cannot but perceive with sat- 
isfaction, the rare union that reigns in these laws of stern justice 
and true christian benevolence, attempting to alleviate those evils 
which it was not in the power of an individual to abolish, — tbe 
hardships of slavery, tbe insecurity of property peculiar to those 
barbarous times, and those rash and bloody acts of self-protec- 
tion, which are preferred by the powerful all over the world to 
the slower steps of avenging justice. It is indeed remarkable to 
observe, how these statutes not only counteracted the grosser 
vices and crimes, (which for the most part is the only object of 
laws,) but also favoured the characteristic virtues of tbe times, 
for instance hospitality. One statute ordains, that when a trav- 
eller asked for night-quarters at the dwelling of a land-proprietor 
and was not admitted, be had the right to take lodgings in his 
village wherever he pleased ; and did be lose any thing, not bis 
host, but the proprietor who had refused to harbour bim, was 
bound to remunerate tbe loss. 75 

The monks of this * and the following centuries must have 
written a great deal ; as is proved by the many manuscripts that 
still lie accumulated in the numerous Servian and Macedonian 
monasteries, — the mere remnant of those which perished in the 
long tempests of bloody wars and desolating conflagrations. 
About fifty years after the invention of printing, some of tbe 
church books from time to time were published in Servia and 
Syrmia. The earliest Servian print extant is from the year 
1493, viz. an Octateuch, published at Zenta in Herzegovina. Id 

75 These statutes were first printed by Raitcb, in his great work on 
Slavic history (see Note 78) ; and translated by Engel in his History 
of Hungary and the adjacent Territories, VoL 2, p. 393. 
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Russia they did not begin to print until sixty years later. In 
1552 the Gospels were printed in Belgrade; in 1562 another 
edition in Negromont. But after these faint signs of life became 
extinct, we hear no longer of the least trace of literature among 
the Servians of the Turkish empire; and among the Austrian 
Servians also, literature seems to have been equally dead, with 
the exception of a History of Servia, written and left in manu- 
script by George Brankovitch, the last despot of that country, 
towards the close of the seventeenth century. A genealogical 
work published by Dshefarovitch at Vienna in 1742, had to be 
engraved, for the want of proper types. In the year 1755, 
under the reign of Maria Theresa, when some attention began 
to be paid to the schools of her lllyrian provinces, the arch- 
bishop of Carlovitz was compelled to have Smotrisky's Gram- 
mar 76 printed in Walacbia, because no Slavic types were to be 
found in the whole Austrian empire. Some years afterwards, 
A. D. 1 758, a private Slavic press was founded at Venice. In 
Austria, Cyrillic-Slavonic books could not be printed earlier 
than A. D. 1771, when a printing office was established at Vien- 
na; the monopoly of which for all Slavo-Servian scientific 
works throughout the empire, was given to the university of 
Buda. From this one point, therefore, the whole literary cul- 
tivation of the Servians of the oriental church in the Austrian 
empire, can alone proceed. 77 

After the partial revival of Servian literature in 1758, a con- 
siderable number of works were composed ; and there are 
among them not a few, which, notwithstanding the mixed arid 
unsettled idiom in which they are written, attest the general 
capacity of the nation, and may serve as imperfect specimens of 
the mass of talent buried there. Among the historical writers, 
we must name above all J. Raitch. He wrote on many differ- 
ent subjects ; and also left behind him a whole library of theo- 
logical manuscripts. His * History of the Slavic Nations' 78 
has given him a lasting reputation. Other historical writers of 

76 See above, in the History of the Old Slavic Language, p. 357. 

77 There is however still another Cyrillic printing office attached 
to an Armenian convent in Vienna. Since the printing of Vuk'a 
second edition of the Servian popular songs at Leipsic, several other 
Servian books have also been printed there. 

78 The complete tide of this valuable work is : htorja raznich Sla- 
vtmkieh narodov nairatchvedshe Ckorvatov, Bolgarov % Srbov, Vien- 
na 1792-95, 4 vols. 



Digitized by 



Google 



396 Slavic Languages and Literature. [Aran, 

some merit, are, Kengelatz, Magarasbevitch, Julinatz, Solaritcb, 
etc. 70 Writers on different subjects of natural philosophy and 
medicine, are, Orphelin, StoTkovitcb, Beritcb, Jankovitcb, P. 
Hadshitch, etc. On statistics, geography, etc. the above men- 
tioned Solaritch, Vuitch, Bulitcb, ropovitcb, and others. In 
the department of theology, we hardly meet with a single book 
of a doctrinal character ; but there are quite a number on ethics. 
The principal writers of the language, therefore, may perhaps be 
more properly arranged under the heads of philosophy (compre- 
hending logic), rhetoric, ethics, etc. as Obradovitch, Raitch, 
Lazarevitch, Vuitch, Davidovitch, Masovitch, etc. 80 

Poetry and belles lettres being more dependent on ibe state 
of the language than purely scientific works, we cannot proceed 
any further, without first making our readers acquainted with 
the recent innovations of a few distinguished and patriotic indi- 
viduals. 

It was DositheV Obradovitch, born A. D. 1739 in the Banat 
of Teraeswar, who first among the oriental Servians ventured to 
write books in the despised language of the country. The for- 
tunes of this person are, in several respects, of uncommon inter- 
est. After twenty-five years of travelling all over Europe, be 
returned to his comparatively barbarous native land, where be 
died in 1811, ars inspector of the schools, and the instructor of 
the children of the celebrated Kara George. He left several 
works. A far greater influence, however, has been exerted on 
Servian literature by Davidovitch and Vuk Stepbanovitch Ka- 
radshitch, who have not only followed the same course, but were 
the first to defend both theoretically and practically the principle, 
that the Servians ought to write as they speak. Their boldness 
met with strong and decided opposition from the old school; 
and the contest and rivalry which have been the consequence, 
although tending for the present to prevent the progress of the 
good cause, cannot but have, ere long, beneficial results, by ex- 
citing the minds of the people to a higher activity than they have 
had until now occasion to exert. 

79 The writings of this very productive philologist and historian 
are however more remarkable for boldness and singularity of asser- 
tion, than for depth. In his Rimtfani slavenstvovavshii, Buda 1818, be 
undertakes to derive the entire Latin language from the Slavic. In 
an earlier work, written 1809, he contends that the German language 
was a corruption of the Slavic dialects spoken on the Elbe, etc 

80 The reader will find a more complete catalogue of the Servian 
writers and their works, in O. v. Birch's Travels ; see above, Note 73. 
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Daridovitch published from 1814 to 1822 a Servian news- 
paper in Vienna, not exclusively of a political character, by 
which be intended to diffuse information on various subjects ; the 
first undertaking of the kind in his language. His influence 
however is not confinedno the language alone ; as secretary of 
prince Milosh, the present head of the Servians, his influence 
oo the general cultivation of his countrymen is very decided. 
Vuk Stephanovitcb, born 1786 in Turkish Servia, is the author 
of the first Oriental-Servian grammar and dictionary ; and in the 
arrangement of the former has manifested the true spirit of a 
genuine grammarian* Besides these he has written several 
works of value, a biograpbv of prince Milosh, a series of annuals, 
etc. But the best proof which he could give of the tyeauty, 
richness, and perfectibility of the vulgar Servian dialect, is his 
Collection of the Servian popular Songs, in three volumes, com- 
prising nevertheless only about the fourth or fifth part of the 
similar treasures hidden among the mountains of his country. 
In making this collection, he very judiciously wrote down only 
those songs which he had himself caught from the lips of the 
Servian peasantry. There had already been a rumor among 
the literati of Europe for more than fifty years, of the beauty 
and singularity of the Illyrian national songs, founded mostly on 
the communications of Italian travellers and the citations of Dal- 
matian dictionaries. But when Vuk's collection appeared, and 
a part of its contents was made intelligible to the civilized world 
by translations, imperfect and deficient as any translation of 
popular poetry must necessarily ever be, the public and the critics 
were nevertheless alike struck with tjie strong expression of the 
high and incomparable beauties of nature. All that the other 
Slavic nations, or the Germans, the Scotch, and the Spaniards, 
possess of popular poetry, can at the utmost be compared with 
the lyrical part of the Servian songs, called by ihem female songs, 
because they are sung only by females and youths ; but the 
loog epic compositions, by which a peasant bard, sitting in a large 
circle of other peasants, in unpremeditated but perfectly regular 
and harmonious verse, celebrates the heroic deeds of their an- 
cestors or cotemporaries, has no parallel in the whole history of 
literature since the days of Homer. 81 

'»■■ » — — 

* The title of Vuk's collection, a part of which appeared 1814 
—15 at Vienna, in two small volumes, is Narodne Srpske pjesme, 
Lpzg. 1823 — 24. Some of these remarkable songs have been made 
known to the English public in Bo wring's Servian Popular Poetry, 
London 1827. This little collection contains also an able and spirited 
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The earna individual published at Vienna, io 1824, the Gospel 
of St. Luke, as a * Specimen of 9 translation of the New Tea* 
tament ioto Servian. How much part he had in the version 
printed at Leipsic by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and now circulated among the Servians, we are unable to say.* 

introduction, which serves to give a clear view not only of the state 
of the Servians in particular, but also of the relation of the Slavic na- 
tions to each other in general ; with the exception of some mistakes 
in respect to classification. — In Germany a general interest for Ser- 
vian national poetry was excited by Goethe. See his Kwwtund 
JUUrthum, Vol. V. Nos. I and I J. German translation* are : Vo&m- 
luakr dtr Strben, by Talvj, 2 Vols. Halle 1825—36. DU WVa, by 
Gerbardt, 2 vols. Lpzg. 1828, These two works contain nearly all the 
songs published by Vuk, but only half of those he has collected. 
ScrbUckc Follulieder, by v. Goetze, St Pet and Lpz. 1827. Sarbische 
Hochzeitlicdtr, by Eugen Wesely, 1826. A French translation of 
these songs does not yet exist, although they have excited a deep in- 
terest among the literati of France. The work la Guzla, published at 
Paris in 1827 and purporting to contain translations of Dalmatian na- 
tional songs, is not genuine, but was written by the French poet Me- 
riraee, with much talent indeed, but without any knowledge of the 
Servian language. 

• We must correct here a mistake made by Dr Henderson in his 
Biblical Researches, m respect to the Servian New Testament Ha 
says, p. 263, u A version of the (Servian) New Testament was indeed 
executed some years ago, but its merits were not of such a description 
as to warrant the committee of the Russian Bible Society to carry it 
through the press ; yet, as they were deeply convinced of the impor- 
tance of the object, they were induced to engage a native Servian, of 
the name of Atbanasius Stoikovitcb to make a new translation, the 
printing of which was completed in the year 1825, but owing to the 
cessation of the Society's operations, the distribution of the copies has 
hitherto been retarded." Dr Henderson probably received his Infor- 
mation at St Petersburg, and felt himself of course entided to depend 
on it, being very likely not acquainted with the great schism in modern 
Servian literature above mentioned. ' If we may confide in our own 
recollections, the translation, the merits of which the committee of the 
Russian Bible Society was so little disposed to acknowledge, was 
made by Vuk Stepbanovitcb, who knew better than any one else the 
wants of the Servian people, and who presented in the above men- 
tioned Gospel of St. Luke a specimen to the learned world, which 
received the approbation of all those Slavic scholars entitled to judge 
of the subject The committee of St. Petersburg however was prob- 
ably composed of gentlemen of the opposite party ; as indeed the Rus- 
sian Servians are, in general, advocates of the mixed Slavo-Servian 
language, in which for about fifty years all books for the Servians 
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Modem educated Servian poets, upon whose writings the re- 
ception which the popular poetry has met with, and no doubt 
abo their own consciousness of its power, have had a favourable 
influence, are the following : Lucian Mushitzky, a writer of 
odes and other lyrical pieces* all of them highly esteemed by hi* 
countrymen ; Simo Milutinovitch, author of an epic poem enti- 
tled Serbianea, which describes the Servian war of 1812, and a 
wrker of lyric poetry, of a tragedy, etc. J. Popovitcb, Milovan 
Vidakovitch, M. Vitkovitcb, G. Kovatzevitch, etc.* 

Volt's Grammar, printed at Vienna in 1618, before his Dic- 
tionary, has been rendered accessible to other European nations 
by the celebrated Grimm's translation of it, Leips. And Berl. 
1834. Another Servian Grammar has recently been published 

id German, by Schaffarik. 

^-^- . 

Were written, and which we have described above in Schaffarik's 
words ; see p. 393. According to their ideas of the Servian language, 
fie mere use of the common dialect of the people was sufficient to 
inspire doubts of the competency of the translator ; although it was 
ftr the people, the unlearned, that the translation was professedly 
made. They engaged m consequence Professor Stoikovitch, the an- 
tor of several Russian and Slavo-Servian books (see above p. 396], 
and whsrbad been for more than twenty years in the Russian service, 
to make a new translation-. This peraoo, who, to judge from our per* 
aooeJ acquaintance with him* probably on this occasion read the Gos- 
pels for the first time in his life with any attention, took the re- 
jected version for his basis, altered it, according to his views of the 
dignity of the Servian language, into the customary mixed Slavo-Ser- 
vun-Russian idiom, and received the reward from the Society. 
Whether this is the version afterwards printed at Leipsic and distrib- 
ated hi Servia by the English Bible Society, we are not informed. 
From private letters we know, that in the year 1827, that Society pro* 
posed to Vuk Stephanevitch to allow him £500, if after obtaining ap- 
propriate testimonies for the correctness of his version, he would 
saint ene thousand copies in Servia ; and also authorized its corre- 
spondent in Constantinople, Mr Leeves, to arrange the matter finally 
with Vuk. From M. Kopitar's remark however, that the translation 
iff tba ^Dalmatian Roman Catholics needed only to be transcribed with 
Cyrillic fetters to come into use among the Oriental Servians, we are 
entitled to conclude that the version now circulated, is not as it ought 
to be j and a correct one, for that part of the nation, is still a desidera- 
tum. It would seem therefore that Vuk Stephanovitch cannot have 
accepted the offer in question. See Kopitar's Letter to the Editor, 
Bibl Repos. VoL in. p. 186V 

• See Note 80. ^ . 
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(») Balftriant. 

According to Kopitar, the emioent Slavic philologist, the 
Bulgarian dialect, spoken in Bulgaria and Macedonia by about 
half a million of the population, has of all the Slavic dialects been 
most affected by the coarse of time, both m its grammatical 
structure and in its whole character. It has an article, which is 
put after the words it qualifies, like that of the Albanians and 
Walachians. Of the seven Slavic cases, only the nominative and 
vocative remain to it ; all the others being supplied through 
prepositions. As the Bulgarians are a mixture of Slavi, Ru- 
roeni, and Tartars, this state of their language can easily be ac- 
counted for. 89 The only point of view from which it can, un- 
cultivated as it is, excite a general interest, is in respect to their 
popular songs, in which this dialect likewise is exceedingly rich. 

The Bulgarians were converted to Christianity by Cyril and 
Methodius. Their history is a series of continued warfare with 
the Servians, Greeks, and Hungarians, and finally with the 
Turks, who subdued them, and in A. D. 1392 put an end to 
the existence of a Bulgarian kingdom. The people had hitherto 
adhered to the Greek church ; except for a short interval in the 
last half of the twelfth century, when the Roman chair succeeded 
in bringing them under its dominion. Since the establishment 
of the Turkish government, apostasy to Mohammedanism has 
been, of all the christian provinces of die Porte, most frequent 
in Bulgaria. Still, the bulk of the population has remained 
faithful ( to the Slavic Greek worship. The scanty germs of cul- 
tivation sown among them by two or three of their princes, who 
caused several Byzantine works to be translated into the Bulga- 
rian dialect, perished during the Turkish invasion. The few 
books used by the priesthood in our days, are obtained from 
Russia. The Russian Bible Society had prepared a Bulgarian 
translation of the New Testament, intended more especially for 
the benefit of about 30,000 Bulgarian colonists in the Russian 
province of Bessarabia* But the specimen printed in 1833, 
excited so much doubt as to the competency of the translator in 
respect to his knowledge of the Bulgarian language, that it was 
deemed advisable to put a stop to its further progress. Among 
the Albanian portion of the inhabitants, the New Testament has 
been distributed by the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

m mtner Jahrbikher der LUeraiur, Vol. XVII. 
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$ 2. Literature of the Dalmatians, or Servians of the Roman Catholic 

Church, 
(a) GUgoIitie Literature. 

As Christianity was first introduced into Dalmatia by Romish 
priests, the Latin language was of course adopted for religious 
worship. But when the people became acquainted with the 
liturgy of Methodius in a language intelligible to them, this inno- 
vation met with such a general and heartfelt welcome, that all 
the severe decrees of synods, nay, of the holy chair of Rome it* 
self, were unable to stop its progress. We have seen above, in 
our sketch of the history of the Old Slavic language, by what 
means a shrewd priesthood succeeded in reconciling the minds 
of the people to the arrogant pretensions of Rome. To avoid 
repetition, we refer the reader to that part of our article, for the 
origin of the Glagolitic literature.* A few words will suffice to 
give a narrative of its further progress. 

- Glagol signifies in Old Slavic the word, or rather verb ; but 
the reason 01 the application of this term to the Servians of the 
catholic communion, Glagolitae, and to the language of their 
ecclesiastical writings, Giagolic or Glagolitic, has not yet been 
ascertained ; all that has as yet been asserted by distinguished 
Slavic phiblogians being mere hypothesis. The oldest monu- 
ment known at the oresent time, in which these letters are ex- 
tant, is a Psalter of A. D. 1220, which in later years has been 
ascribed to Jerome himself. The tradition among the Dalma- 
tians was, that this father, a native of Illyria, had translated the 
whole Bible into Slavic ; the sounder criticism of later times has 
however proved clearly, that he indeed corrected the old Latin 
version of the Bible, but never wrote a single line of Slavic. 
Other advocates of this distorted alphabet, have taken great 
pains to vindicate for it a still earlier birth ; but with an equally 
unsatisfactory result. 83 

Although the use of the Glagolitic letters was in a certain 
measure authorized by the pope, the clergy of Dalmatia prefer- 
red unanimously the Latin language for their theological or eccle- 
siastical writings. The Glagolitic literature was therefore almost 
exclusively limited to copies of the productions of the Cyrillic 
brethren. The Glagolitic letters bad however the advantage of 

* See p. 353 above. 
» See Note 32, ibid. 
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the Cyrillic alphabet, in respect to printing. The first printed 
Glagolitic missal, is of the year 1483 ; whilst, the earliest work 

Kinted with Cyrillic letters, is not older than A. D. 1491." 
the sixteenth century, books were printed at Zengh (Segoa), 
at Fiume, at Venice, and at Tubingen, with Glagolitic letters. 
In the year 1621, the emperor Ferdinand II presented the 
Propaganda with a fount of Glagolitic types, which he obtained 
from Venice. Several improved breviaries and missals have 
since been printed at Rome. In our day, this city possesses 
the only Glagolitic printing office in existence. On the Dalma- 
tian islands, books are still copied in manuscript, just as before 
the invention of printing. 

Among the Dalmatian clergy, there were a few who united a 
real interest for the preservation of their language and for science 
in general. Rapb. Levakovitch improved the breviary in 1648, 
in respect to language ; the archbishop Vincenz Zmajevitcb, 
d. 1771, a great patron of the literature of his country, founded 
a hundred years later a theological seminary in Zara* Matthias 
Caraman, on occasion of a new edkioo of the missal by the 
Propaganda in 1741, undertook a fundamental revision and 
correction of it The Propaganda also founded a Slavic pro- 
fessorship in the Collegia Urbano ; and for the benefit of this 
Society a new translation of the whole Bible was resolved upo% 
which however has never been published. A notice of the exer- 
tions of the priest Rosa belongs rather to the history of Dalma- 
tian secular literature* 

(J) Secular Literature of the Dalmatian* or Catholic Serriana. 

It is oat certain at what time, nor by whom, the Latin letter* 
were first adopted for the Servian language. The earfeit 
teachers of the occidental portion of that people having been 
Romish priests,, they of course used their own letters for writing 
such Slavic words or names as occasion requited. The Lotia 
alphabet probably came into use without any particular paios, 
long before the introduction of the Glagolitic letters. These, in 
their awkward hieroglyphic form, were little adapted to sopet- 
sedje the Latin forms. The example of the Poles and Bobt~ 
mians could only encourage the first Dalmatian writers to eon* 
tinue in the same course ; although each of these nations follow* 
a different system of pronouncing the same letters. The ortho- 
graphy of the Dalmatians remained, however, for a long time en- 

84 See above, p. 356. 
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tirely unsettled ; and is so still in some measure. A greater 
difficulty arose from the absurd practice of the Slavonians and 
Croatians, who, although speaking and writing the same lan- 
guage, yet write and print it each according to a different system 
of combination ; thus limiting the perusal of their own scanty 
productions almost exclusively to the few readers of their small 
provinces respectively,. whilst the remainder of their countrymen 
are hardly able to understand them. This division, however, 
compels us likewise to separate in our sketch the literature of 
the Dalmatians proper, and that of the Catholic Slavonians. 

Literature qf DalwuUi* frwper. 

The neighbourhood of the Italians exercised in very early 
times a happy influence on the literature of the Dalmatians. 
The small republic of Ragusa was, during the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, at the zenith of its splendour and welfare. 
Celebrated Italians were teachers in her schools ; and the per- 
secuted Greeks, Lascaris, Demetrius Chalcondylas, Emanuel 
Manilas, and several others, celebrated overall Europe for their 
learning, found an asylum within her walls. Thus (he treasures 
of the classics and of the Italian middle ages became familiar to 
the noble youths of Ragusa, until in the beginning of the six- 
teenth century poetry began to appear in a national dress. Bla- 
sias Darxitch, Sigismund Menze, Mauro Vetranitch, and Stephen 
Gozze, (d. 1576), are mentioned as the first Dalmatian poets. 
The latter wrote a comic epic, the Dervishiade, which met with 
great success, A poem of the same kind is Jegyupka, the Gip- 
sy, by Andreas Giubranovhch, printed at Venice 1559. Domi- 
nic Zhtaritch, d. 1608, translated Tasso and the Electra of 
Sophocles ; and was himself a lyric poet. The annals of this 
period report also, about A. D. 1600, the name of a lady, Fio- 
na Zuzzeri, married to Pescioni, a rare appearance in Slavic lit- 
erature. 

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Ragusa en- 
joyed peace and a degree of wealth and prosperity most favoura- 
ble to high attainments in science and literature. The first Sla- 
vic theatre was founded here. John Gondola, d. 1638, the 
translator of Tasso's Jerusalem and author of several poems still 
extant, furnished it with dramatic pieces, which have all perish- 
ed in the vicissitudes of time. Junius Palmota, d. 1657, wrote 
likewise for the stage, selecting his subjects especially from Sla- 
vic history. 

In the year 1667, a horrible earthquake in a few moments 
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destroyed the prosperity of the state for whole centuries. 
It was as if the genius of the Ragusian literature had been 
crushed under the ruins. From that period we find the lit- 
erature in a rapid decline. T(je catastrophe itself, however, 
furnished the poets with a new subject. In the same year, N. 
Bonus published a poem entitled, 'The city of Ragusa to her 
Rulers ;' and Jacob Palmota, d. 1680, wrote an elegiac poem, 
' The renovated Ragusa. 9 But the roost interesting production 
of this period is a collection of national songs, published by tbe 
Franciscan monk, And. Cacitch Miossitch. 85 This work, although 
executed with little critical taste or judgment, and disfigured by 
many interpolations, might have given to the literary world a fore- 
taste of tbe treasures, which fifty years afterwards were to be 
discovered here. 

Whilst Slavic poetry found so many votaries among the Dal- 
matians, it is a remarkable fact, that all their historians wrote in 
Latin or Italian. They possess indeed a very old chronicle, of 
the date of A. D. 1161, written in the Slavic language by an 
anonymous Presbyter of Dioclea, and translated by himself into 
Latin ; but in the more flourishing period of the Dalmatian liter- 
ature, the love of their own language was overcome by the 
stronger desire of a more universal reputation than any works 
written in Slavic could procure for them. The names of N. 
Ragnini, Francisco Gondola, Razzi, and Caboga, must here be 
mentioned. The dialect of tbe country, however, found some 
advocates even among the clergy. For some theological works 
it was preferred to the Old Slavonic ; or at least the Latin letters 
were chosen for this language instead of the Glagolitic types. 
An Old Slavonic translation of the Gospels and Epistles by Ber- 
nardin deSpalatro was printed with Latin letters, Venice 1495. 
At the same place appeared, in lGlS^andulovitch's translation 
of the same holy books in the common language. A Jesuit, 
Barth. Cassio, A. D. 1640, had translated both the Old and 
New Testaments ; but the printing of it was prevented by tbe 
bishops. Anton Cacitch wrote a work on moral theology, in 
the common dialect of the country ; and several ecclesiastics of 
high standing published works for religious instruction in the 
same language. The period following the catastrophe of Ragu- 
sa, was fertile in theological, or rather religious, productions. 
The works of the archdiaconus Albertus, of Gucetitcb, and oth- 

85 Rcagovor ugodni naroda slavinakoga, Venice 1759. A new edi- 
tion appeared in the year 1811. 
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era, contain treatises for spiritual edification, devotional exercises, 

wrote a treatise of chrfe- 
mon Dalmatian dialect, 
lampion in a priest, Ste- 
' to have the Old church 
martin-Servian language, 
whole Bible, and sent it 
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ical state of orthography, 
elf, must of course nave 
n that in this department 
more zeal and diligence, 
than success. The above-mentioned Barth. Cassio, and after 
him another Jesuit, J. Micalia, endeavoured in the first half of 
the seventeenth century to settle the orthography and subject it 
to fixed rules. Ardelio della Bella, a member of the same order, 
published in 1728 a dictionary and grammar, in which he aban- 
doned the way opened by his predecessors, without however 
finding a better one. Jos. Vohiggi endeavoured to establish a 
third system of pronunciation and orthography; his dictionary 
and grammar appeared in the year 1803. A few years later 
was published the great dictionary of J. Stulli, a work of consid- 
erable merit, and far excelling all previous works of the same 

* See Biblical Repository, Vol. III. p. 186, where extracts are giv- 
en from a letter of M. Kopitar to the Editor. 

Vol. IV. No. 14. 52 
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kind. A useful grammar was also published about the same 
time, by Appendini. 87 

LUtraiure of th§ Catholic Slavonians. 

The Slavonians of the Greek church make use of the Cyrillic 
letters ; and their productions belong therefore to that division 
of Servian literature.* We have seen above, that the catholic 
Slavonians also neither speak nor write a different dialect ; but 
that only their mode of writing, the strange combination accord- 
ing to which they express the sounds of the same language, sep- 
arates them from the Dalmatian Servians.f To enter into the 
details of these varieties would be of little interest for our readers. 

The light of the Reformation penetrated at an early day into 
Slavonia, and gave birth to a kind of limited theological or eccle- 
siastical national literature. But the catholic clergy soon suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing it ; and in the same proportion, the 
Latin language continued to supersede the dialect of the people. 
In more modern days, the Latin has been preferred by nearly all 
catholic Slavonian writers ; and their own literature is now al- 
most exclusively limited to works for religious instruction, cate- 
chisms, prayer-books, etc. 

But although their language was thus relinquished in a practi- 
cal point of view, it remained nevertheless the object of investi- 
gation to some of their profoundest scholars. Thus the Latin 
works of Prof. Katancsich, are almost all of them devoted to 
Slavic-philological inquiries, etc. The translation of the Bible 
mentioned above, was made by the same learned individual. 86 

87 F. Verantii Dictionarium quinque nobiliss. Eur. Ling. LaL JW. 
Germ. Dalm. tt Ung. Venice 1595. Micalia Thesaurus linguae IQyrir 
cae, etc. Ancona 1651. Delia Bella Dizionario B. Lot. JUyr. Venice 
1728 ; later ecfit Ragusa 1785. Voltiggi Ricsoslovnik illyricsisbga, 
ital. t nimaesh, Vienna 1803. Stulli Lexicon LaL Bed. iZtyr.etc Budi 
and Ragusa 1801 — 10, 6 vols. Prefixed to the four last works, are al- 
so grammars. Other Dalmatian grammars are : Cassii Institution*! 
linguae lllyricat, Rome 1604. Appendini Grammatik der Ulyrischen 
Sprache, Ragusa 1808. Starcsevich Miova Gramm. IUyrica, Trieste 
1812. 

* See above in § 1. a, p. 393. f See p. 403 above. 

88 As dictionaries and grammars of this dialect are to be mentioned : 
Relcovich Deutsch illyrisches and Hlvr. deutsches fP&rierb. Vieuna 1796. 
Uy the same : AVue Slaxoonisch-dexUscke Grammatik, Agram 1767. Vi- 
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IV. Language and Literature of the Croatians. 

In our historical introduction, we have enumerated the Croa- 
tians, or Croats, as a distinct Slavic branch ; following in this 
the high authority of Dobrovsky and several others. There is 
however such a confusion in the early history of this race, such 
a change of names, boundaries, and constitutions, such a contra- 
diction between the accounts of ancient writers and the experi- 
ence of modern times, that it would require a long historical ex- 
position to give to the reader a clear view of their relation to each" 
other and to their Slavic brethren. For such an exposition there 
is no room in these pages. 89 The subject becomes far simpler, 
if we consider the Croats only in respect to their language, as it 
prevails among them at the present time. Here they do not ap- 
pear as a distinct race; but still are divided into two portions. 
One, in Military Croatia, comprising the military districts of 
Carlstadt and Varasdin, and also the Banal Border, speak the 
Dalmatian-Servian dialect with very trifling variations ; the other, 
in Provincial Croatia, i. e. the provincial counties of Agram, 
Kreutz, and Varasdin, approach nearer to the Slovenzi or Vindes, 
whose language will be the subject of our next section.* The 
dialect of this latter division of the Croatians forms, indeed, in a 
certain measure, the transition and connecting link between the 
Dalmatian-Servian and the Vindish languages. 

We have mentioned above, f that the Croatians adopted a sys- 
tem of writing different from that of the Dalmatians. The ear- 
liest documents of their literature are out of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, and all belong to the history of the Reformation. Here 
also the new doctrines found minds willing to receive them ; and 



chb& 1774. Buda 1789. Lanoasovich Einleitung zwr Slav. Sprache, 
•everal editions from 1778—1795. 

89 See the second volume of EngeFa History of Hungary etc. 
Ratancsich Specimen phU. et geogr. Pannon. etc. 1795. Schaflarik's 
GtsckickU, etc. p. 226—51, 235, 265. 

* These two divisions of Military and Provincial Croatia constitute 
the modern Austrian kingdom of Croatia, which is united with that 
of Hungary. Comp. For. Quart Review, Vol. VII. p. 423 sq. 

t See p. 403 above. 
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as several of the magnates, among whom is the illustrious name 
of Zriny, were also their supporters, there was do difficulty iu 
establishing a press, in order to diffuse the new light with greater 
speed and certainty. In the course of the last half of the six- 
teenth and beginning of the seventeenth centuries, a large num- 
ber of Croatian books, catechisms, postillae, etc. were printed. 
One of the warmest champions of the Reformation, was Michael 
Buchich, curate of the island Murakoz, who publicly adopted 
the Calvinistic confession, and endeavoured to spread abroad 
his own convictions by sermons and writings. Persecuted by 
the bishops, condemned by synods, he and his followers found 
some protection in the christian tolerance of the emperor Max- 
imilian II. But the successors of this prince thought otherwise; 
and the most powerful of the Hungarian i*oblemen took arms for 
the defence of the catholic religion. At the diets held in 1607 
and 1610, destruction was sworn to the new doctrines and to 
their adherents; and all steps were taken for the fulfilment of the 
oath. 

In the middle of the seventeenth century, all Croatia bad re* 
verted to Romanism. From that time onward, for more than 
fifty years, there was not a thought of cultivating the language of 
the people ; all books were again written in Latin, and are so 
mostly even to the present day. The first who interested him- 
self anew for the foundation of a national literature, was Paul 
Ritter, or Vitezovich, d. 1713, who procured a printing office to 
be established by the estates, and himself wrote several boob in 
the Croatian language. A few writers followed his example ; 
but the activity of the press was and is now almost exclu- 
sively devoted to the printing of the ordinary catholic books for 
spiritual edification and religious instruction. The Gospels are 
extant in the Croatian dialect ; but not the whole Bible. Most 
of the Croats, however, are able to read and understand the 
books of their Dalmatian neighbours. 90 

w Croatian philological works ore : Einkittmg zur or oat. fyrach- 
Win, Varoadin 1783. Koroig's Croat. Sprachkhrt, Agram 1705. 
Gyurkovschky's Croat. Grammatik, 1825. Habdelich JMciimarium 
croat. lot. Graetz 1G70. Bellosztenecz Gazophylacium s. Latino-By- 
rieor. etc. Agram 1740. Jambressich's Lex. Lot. intcrpr. iUyrica,gcrm. 
etc. Agram 1749. 
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V. Language and Literature of the Vxndes or Slovenzi. 

The Slavic inhabitants of the Austrian provinces Carintbia, 
Canuola, and Stiria, and of the Hungarian counties Eisenburg 
and Szala, about 300,000 in number, call themselves Slovenzi. 
By foreign writers they have generally been called Windes or 
Vxndet ; a name, however, less definite and less correct ; inas- 
much as the specific appellation of Vindes or Vendes served in 
aocient times among the Germans as a general name for all 
Slavic nations. The Slavic settlements in Carniola took place 
at a very early period, certainly not later than the fifth century. 
In the course of the following centuries their number was in- 
creased by new emigrations from the south-east ; and they ex- 
tended themselves into the lower parts of Stiria and Carinthia, 
and the western counties of Hungary.* 

lo regard to the language of this people, it was formerly con- 
sidered a matter of certainty, that it had never been a written 
language before the time of the Reformation. But the investi- 
gations of modern philologians have proved, on the contrary, 
that this portion of the Slavic race was earlier acquainted with the 
art of writing than were any of the other branches ; probably 
even before the time of Cyril ; and since the discovery of seve- 
ral very old manuscripts in the library of Munich, every doubt 
of this fact has been silenced. According to Kopitar,f 
the true home of the Old Slavic church language is to be found 
among the Pannonian and Carintbian Slavi ; and it was for them 
that the Old Slavonic Bible was translated. The liturgy of 
Methodius was, however, soon supplanted by the Latin worship ; 
which at any rate must have been earlier established in this part 
of the country ; since Christianity appears to have been intro- 
duced about the middle of the eighth century, by German priests. 

Be this as it may, the definite history of the language begins 
only with the Reformation ; and it is principally to the exertions 
of one distinguished individual, that it owes its introduction into 
the circle of literature. There is nothing more pleasing in the 
moral world, than to behold the whole life of a man devoted to 
one great cause, his thoughts all bent on one great object, his 
exertions all aiming at one great purpose; and so much 'the 
more, if that object has respect to the holiest interests of man- 

• See Engel etc. III. p. 469. 

t See the Wiener Jahrbucher, 1822, Vol. XVII. 
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kind. Such was the case with the primus Truber, who may be 
called the apostle of the Vindes and Croatiaos. The direct 
results of bis labours long ago perished in the lapse of time ; but 
this does not render them less deserving, although it diminishes 
his fame. Truber, born A. D. 1 508, canon and curate at seve- 
ral places in Carniola and Carinthia, seems to have been early 
in life impressed with the truth of the new doctrines of tbe 
Reformation. His sound judgment taught him, that tbe surest 
way of enabling bis flock, and the common people in general, to 
receive tbe new light in a proper spirit, would be the diffusion 
of useful knowledge among them. And as the German, which 
at the present day is almost exclusively the language of the cities 
of Stiria, Carniola, and Carinthia, was at that time far less 
generally understood, be ventured to commit to paper a dialect 
apparently never before written. In the second edition of bis 
New Testament, A. D. 1582, he states expressly: "Thirty- 
four years ago, there was not a letter, not a register, still less a 
book, to be found in our language; people regarded theVindish 
and Hungarian idioms as too coarse and barbarous to be written 
or read." 

Truber and his assistants in this great work of reformation 
and instruction, among whom we mention only Ungnad von 
Sonnegg and Dalmatin, met everywhere with opposition and 
persecution ; but their activity and zeal conquered all obstacles, 
and succeeded in at least partially performing that at which they 
aimed* Meantime, Christopher, duke of Wiirtemburg, a truly 
evangelical prince, had opened, in his dominions, an asylum for 
all those who had to suffer elsewhere on account of their faith. 
The translation of the Scriptures everywhere into the language 
of the common people, was regarded by this prince as a holy 
duty ; and this led him to cause even Slavic printing-offices to 
be established in his dominions. Thither Truber went ; and 
after printing several books for religious instruction, he published 
the Gospel of Matthew in a Vindish translation, Tubingen 1555; 
and two years later the whole New Testament. As Truber did 
not understand the Greek original, his translation was made after 
Latin, German, and Italian versions. At the same time a trans- 
lation for the Dalmatic-Croatians was planned ; and several 
works for their instruction printed and distributed. Truber, 
thus an exile from his own country, died in 1 586 as curate in 
the duchy of Wiirtemburg, engaged in a translation of Lu- 
ther's House-postillae. 
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Two different systems of orthography bad been adopted by 
Truber and Dalmatin. For this reason, when in 1580 the 
whole Vindish Bible was to be printed at Wittemberg, it seemed 
necessary to fix the orthography according to acknowledged 
rules. This led also to grammatical investigations. In the 
year 1584, a Vindish grammar was printed at Wittemberg, the 
author of which, A. Bohorizh, of Laibach, was a pupil of Me- 
lanctbon, and a scholar of that true philosophical spirit, without 
which no one should undertake to write a grammar, even where 
be has only to follow a beaten path ; much less when he has to 
open for himself a new one. Thus the Vindish written lan- 
guage, almost in its birth, acquired a correctness and consistency, 
to which other languages hardly attain after centuries of experi- 
ments, innovations, and literary contests. According to the 
judgment of those who are best acquainted with it, the Vindish 
language has undergone no change since the time of Bohorizh, — 
a fact indeed scarcely credible ; and the less so, because during 
that whole interval it has been maintained almost exclusively as 
a spoken language. About thirty years after the publication of 
this grammar, the catholics, sheltered by the despotic measures 
of the archduke Ferdinand, afterwards the emperor Ferdinand II, 
gained a complete victory. All evangelical preachers, and all 
protestants who faithfully adhered to their religion, were exiled ; 
their goods confiscated ; and, more than all, their books burned, 
and their printing-office in Laibach destroyed. 91 Fragments of 
the Gospels and of the Epistles were however printed at Graetz, 
in 1612, for the Slavic catholics in their own language. 

A whole century passed, and the Vindish language seemed to 
be entirely lost for literature and science. Towards the close 
of the seventeenth century, an academy was founded by some 
learned men of Carniola, on the plan of the Italian Academy ; 
and some attention was again paid to the language of their fore- 
fathers. In A. D. 1715 a new edition of Bohorizh's work, with 
several alterations and without mentioning the true author, was 
printed by a capuchin, P. Hippolytus ; who left also in manu- 
script a Vindish dictionary, the first in that language. Fifty- 

91 Schaffarik observes, p. 283, "The public library in the statehouse 
was delivered to the Jesuits, who had just been introduced. The 
books which these did not commit to the flames on the spot, perished 
in the great conflagration in 1774, together with the edifice of their 
college. In all Carniola only two copies of Bohorizh's grammar are 
known to exist'' 
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three years later, another grammar was published by the monk 
Marcus Pochlin ; a work in itself, according to the best authori- 
ties, utterly void of merit, but which, from the necessity of the 
case, and for the want of a better, met with success, was re- 
printed in 1783, and remained in common use until the appear- 
ance of Kopitar's grammar. This work, 89 written by one of 
the most eminent Slavists of the age, made a decided epoch, not 
only in the history of the Vindish language ; but also, by its 
learned preface and comments, in the Slavic literature at large. 
Several grammatical works, not without merit, and for the most 
part founded on Kopitar's grammar, have since been published;® 
and since scholars like these are now occupied with the cultiva- 
tion of the Vindish language, there exist for it and for its kindred 
dialects the happiest prospects. 

The literature of a people, among whom every individual of 
any education may call another highly cultivated language in the 
fullest sense his own, — as is the case- with the Bohemians and 
Sbvenzi in respect to the German,— cannot be very extensive. 
There have, however, in modern times, been published several 
works of poetry and prose in the Vindish language ; among the 
writers of which we can mention only the most distinguished. 
Such are, V. Vodnik, author of some collections of poems; 
Ravnikar, author of a biblical history of the Old and New Tes- 
tament, and several works for religious edification ; Farnik, Ku- 
merdey, Popovich, etc. 

But the most important work, both in a philological and moral 
point of view, is the translation of the whole Bible, set on foot by 
6. Japel, and executed by a society of learned men. This ver- 
sion being intended for catholics, was made from the Vulgate, 
and was published at Laibach 1800^ in five volumes; the New 
Testament appeared also separately, in two volumes, Laib. 1804. 
A Slavic pulpit, which was established ten years ago at the same 
place, has also been of great service to the language. 

The inhabitants of the provincial counties Agram, Kreuts, 
Varasdin, and the neighbouring districts, called Provincial Croa- 

93 Grammatik der Slavtschen Spracke in Krain, Ktonlhtn, awf 
Steytrmarky Laibach 1808. 

93 These are : V. Vodnik's PismenoH aH gramm. saperw jbk, 
Laib. 1811. Metelko's Lehrgebdude der &o*cnucken Sprteht, 1825. 
Schmigoz Theor. pracL wind. SpraMthrt, Graetz 1813. P. Dainko 
Lehrbuch der wind. Sprachc, Graetz 1824. 
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tia, who speak a somewhat different dialect of the Vindish lan- 
guage,* but are able to read this translation, have nevertheless 
several versions in their own dialect, "lying in manuscript, which 
are only waiting for some Mecaenas, or for some favourable con- 
juncture, in order to make their appearance." 04 

The only portion of the Vindish race among whom the 
protectant religion has been kept alive, are about 15,000 Slo- 
venzi in Hungary. Their dialect approaches in some measure 
to that of the Slovaks ; and hence serves as the connecting 
link between the languages of the Eastern and Western Slavic 
stems. For them the New Testament exists in a translation by 
Stephen Kuznico, Halle 1771 ; reprinted at Pressburg,in 1818. 

[To be continued.] 



Art. V. Literary Notices. 

By the Editor. 



1. Letters from Egypt and Nubia in 1828 and 1829, by 
Champoluon. With six lithographic Plates. Paris, 1833. 8vo. 
Price, 7$ francs, or about $1,60. 

This is a collection of all the letters written bv Champollion 
during his voyage and residence in Egypt. The first nine were 
published at the time in the Moniteur and other journals, and ex- 
cited great interest. Prefixed is the plan of the voyage, as drawn 
up by Champollion before his departure, but never before pub- 
lished. The letters are accompanied by three tracts hitherto un- 
published, viz. 1. A summary notice of the history of Egypt, pre- 
Sared in Egypt for the viceroy Mohammed Ali. — 2. A note ad- 
ressed to the viceroy on the preservation of the monuments of 
Egypt — 3. Several Arabic letters addressed to Champollion by a 
governor of the country, and his answers. — The whole volume has 
been printed from autograph manuscripts of the author; and as 
there is scarcely a locality of Egypt and Nubia, of any celebrity, 
in respect to which information more or less extensive is not given, 

— \ 

• See p. 407 above. 

M See KopitaHs Letter to the Editor, Bibl. Repoe. III. p. 166. 
Vol. IV. No. 14. 53 
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the volume can hardly fail henceforth to become the guide of all who 
are pursuing similar researches. — Journal Asiatique, July 1883. 

2. Turkish- French Dictionary , by Prof. Kieffer. For a long 
time before his death, Kieffer had been occupied along with M. 
Ruffin, in the composition of a manual dictionary of the Turkish 
in French. So early as 1811, the French Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs took an interest in the work; and caused the sheets, 
as they were prepared at Paris by Kieffer, to be transmitted 
by the government couriers to Constantinople, where they were 
revised by M. Ruffin and sent back with his corrections and ad- 
ditions. The manuscript of the work complete remained among 
the papers of Kieffer, and is to be immediately put to press under 
the superintendence of M. Bianchi, a distinguished scholar in 
Turkish. It is to be published in one large volume 8vo. and will 
contain the substance of Meninski's large lexicon, together with a 
Persian part, sufficiently extensive to permit students to dispense 
with a separate Persian dictionary. — Ibid. 

8. Greek Lexicon of Suidas. A new edition of this work is 
announced for publication in 2 vols. 4to, under the editorship of 
Professor Bernhardy of Halle. The text will be that of the editio 
princeps of Milan, as being more accurate and complete than that 
of Ki'ister. A critical apparatus of various readings, corrections, 
and illustrations, from the older grammarians and the works of 
Reinesius, Gronovius, Toup, Schweighausef , Porson and others, 
will accompany the work. The Latin translation will be im- 
proved; and a suitable index and literary introduction will be 
added.— For'. Quart. Rev. July 1833. 

4. Lettres Edifi antes. A continuation of this celebrated work 
has been published under the title : NouveUes Lettres Edifiatdts 
des Missions de la Chine et des Indes Orient ales, 8 vols. 12roa 
Paris 1818—1823. Of the old collection of " Lettres Edifi an tea 
et Curieuses," the work to which Europeans are most indebted for 
the knowledge they possess of China, as well as of the labours of 
the catholic missionaries in that country, the following literary no- 
tice is given in the For. Quart. Review, Vol. V. p. 487, " The 
publication of these celebrated Letters was commenced at Paris in 
1702 by Legobien, who edited the first eight volumes. After his 
death, the editorship devolved on Duhalde, the well known author 
of the popular History of China, who carried on and completed the 
collection, of which the last volume appeared a short time after his 
death, A. D. 1743. Though Duhalde, who was well fitted to be 
the editor of such a work, performed his task with great taste and 
skill, it was soon found that in a new edition a much better ar- 
, rangement might be adopted ; and accordingly when the whole se- 
ries was reprinted in 1781, Querbeuf the editor greatly improved 
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it, by throwing together all those letters which related to the same 
subject. Other improvements have been effected, and many addi- 
tions made to the collection since that period, particularly in the 
octavo edition of 1810." 

5. Greek and Roman Antiquities. Prof. Klotz and Dr Wester- 
mann announce at Leipsic a Thesaurus Antiquitatis Chraecae et 
Romanae ad Uterarum ordinem conditus. It is to be in the man- 
ner of an Encyclopaedia, embracing the following departments : 
Literary History, Antiquities including Archaeology, Mythology, 
Geography, and the History of Civilization ; but Political History 
will be excluded. The names of several of the most eminent 
scholars are given, as having engaged to undertake certain por- 
tions of the work ; viz. Hermann, Eichstadt, Jacobs, Bottiger, the 
Dindorfe, Schumann, Osann, Matthiae, Jahn, Ranke, A. 6. Bek- 
ker,Nobbe, Kiessling, Weichert, etc. 

6. Armenian Literature. A private letter in the (London) 
Quarterly Journal for Education, Jan. 1634, gives the following ac- 
count of the printing-office in the Armenian convent situated on 
the small island of St. Lazarus, near Venice. After mention- 
ing that the convent is the residence of sixty brethren and oth- 
ers, among whom are twenty-six boys, whose education is conduct- 
ed by the monks, the writer remarks: "The printing-house at- 
tached to this monastery, which has already published several Ar- 
menian and Italian works of importance, is in full activity ; it has 
three Stanhope presses, manufactured in Milan and Padua, which 
are constantly in requisition. They are employed at present on the 
'Armenian-Italian' portion of the great dictionary edited by Tshia- 
tshink, who published the Italian portion of the work some years ago. 
The whole will extend to two quarto volumes ; and the seventy- 
fifth sheet is already completed. The press is, at the same time, at ' 
work upon Elias Tomuglan's Armenian version of Plutarch's Lives, 
which will be comprised in six octavo volumes ; three of which 
are already published. The work next in contemplation is the 
Antictetd cP Armenia, from the Ms. of the late L. Ingi^i ; he left 
this important work in a perfectly complete state, and it will form 
three quarto volumes. It embraces not only the ancient and mod- 
ern history of Armenia, but its general statistics, etc. and will fill 
up a great vacuum in Eastern literature." 

7. Oriental Languages, The Lectures delivered in the Royal 
School for living Oriental Languages in Paris, are distributed as 
follows for the session of 1833 — 1834. Arabic ,Th Sacy ; Vulgar 
Arabic, Caussin de Percival ; Persian, Quatremere ; Turkish, Am. 
Jaubert ; Armenian, Le Vaillant de Florian ; Modern Greek and 
Greek Paleography , Hase ; Hindustanee, Garcin de Tassy ; Ar- 
cheology, Raoul Rochette. Each of these courses is continued three 
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times a week during the season, i. e. from December tiD Jul? or 
August. Each lecture occupies about two hours. The place 
where they are held is a low, dark, dirty room in a building con- 
nected with the Royal Library, more plainly and even coarsely fur- 
nished than most of the common school-houses in this ccuntry. In 
1829 the number of pupils in each of the two Arabic courses wis 
from ten to fifteen ; in Modern Greek, from twenty to thirty. 

8. Gottingen. The number of students at this University seem 
to have greatly diminished, in part, probably, on account of the 
political disturbances which occurred there two or three years since. 
During the summer semester of 1833, only 843 students were mi* 
triculated ; of whom 215 were in Theology ; 306 in Law ; 206 in 
Medicine ; and 114 in the faculty of Philosophy. At the end of 
November last, the number entered for the present winter semes- 
ter was 833. In the summer of 1825 there were over 1500 stu- 
dents ; and in the winter of 1829-30, nearly 1300. Comp. Bibl. 
Repos. I. p. 27. 



The second volume of Neander's History of the Planting and 
Progress of the Christian Church under the Apostles, is announc- 
ed as published ; but has not yet been received in this country. 

Of Lucke's Commentary on the Writings of St. John a new edi- 
tion is in press. Part I, comprehending the Epistles, is publish- 
ed, and is said to have been wholly rewritten. 
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Ait. I. Historical View or the Slavic Language in 
its various Dialects; with special reference to 
Theological Literature. 



Continued. 



B. Western Slavi. 

I. History of the Bohemian Language and Literature. 

Or all the Slavic languages, the Bohemian dialect with its 
literature is the only one which can, in the mind of the evangeli- 
cal theologian, excite a more than general interest. Not so 
much indeed by its own nature, in which it differs little from 
the other Slavic languages ; but by those remarkable circum- 
stances, which in the night of a degenerate Catholicism, made 
the Bohemian tongue, with the exception of the voice of Wick- 
fife, the first organ of truth. Wickliffe's influence, however great 
and decided it may have been, was nevertheless limited to the 
theologians and literati of the age ; his voice did not find that 
responding echo among the common people, which alone is able 
to give life to abstract doctrines. It was in Bohemia, that the 
spark first blazed up into a lively flame, which a century later 
spread an enlightening fire over all Europe. The names of 
Huss and Jerome of Prague can never perish ; although less 
success has made them less current than those of Luther and 
Melancthon. In no language of the world has the Bible been 
studied with more zeal and devotion ; no nation has ever been 
more willing to seal their claims upon the Word of God with 
their blood. The long contests of the Bohemians for liberty of 
conscience, and their final destruction, present one of the most 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 54 
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heart-rending tragedies to be found in human history. Not less 
ready to maintain their convictions with the pen than with the 
sword, the theological literature of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and 
the first twenty years of the seventeenth centuries, is of an ex- 
tent, with which that of no other Slavic language can be com- 
pared. It is true, however, thai most of these productions bear 
decidedly the stamp of the period in which they were written. 
Dictated by the polemical spirit of the age, and for the most part 
directed by one protestant party against another, there is very 
little to be found in them to gratify the Christian, or from which 
the theological student of the present day could derive any other 
than historical instruction. On the other band, while the theo- 
logical literature of all the other Slavic nations is almost exclu- 
sively limited to sermons, catechisms, prayer-books, aod other 
devotional exercises, among the Bohemians alone do we meet 
with exegetical researches and interpretations, founded on a sci- 
entific examination of the original text of the Scriptures. 

Having thus acknowledged the claims of the theologian 
first, we must add, that other departments of the Bohemian lit- 
erature are equally rich, and most of them cultivated with a bet- 
ter tuste. There is indeed hardly any science or art, in which 
the Bohemians have not to boast of eminent names. But the 
talent for which this nation is the most distinguished, is that of 
music. A fondness for music and a natural gift to execute it, is in- 
deed common to all Slavic nations ; but whilst their talent is most- 
ly confined to a susceptible ear, and a skill in imitating, — for the 
Russians and Poles possess some celebrated musical performm^ 
though very few distinguished composers, — the talent of the Bo- 
hemian is of a far higher order. He unites the spirit of harmo- 
ny which characterizes the Germans, with the sweet gift of mel- 
ody belonging to the Italians, and thus seems to be the true ideal 
of a complete musician. A great part of the most eminent 
names among German composers are Bohemians by birth ; and 
there is hardly any thing which strikes the American aod Eng- 
lish traveller in that beautiful region more, than the generality of 
a gift so seldom met with in their own countries. 

Bohemia, until the sixth century, was inhabited by a Celtic 
race, the Boii. After them the country was called Boiohe- 
mt/m, i. e. home of the Boii ; in German still Boheira. 1 The 
Boii were driven to the south-west by the Markomanns; the 

1 More generally contracted into Btikmcn. 
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Markomanns were conquered by the Lombards. After the 
downfall of the great kingdom of Thuringia, in the middle of the 
sixth century, Slavic nations pushed forward into Germany, and 
the Tchekhes settled in Bohemia, where an almost deserted 
country offered them little or no resistance. The Tchekhes, 
a Slavic race, came from Belo-Cbrobatia, as the region north 
of the Carpathian range was then called. 9 Their name has 
been usually explained from that of their chief, Tchekh ; but 
Dobrovsky more satisfactorily derives it from ceti, cjti> to begin, 
to be the first ; according to him Tchekhes signifies much the 
same as Front-Slavi. 3 The whole person of Tchekh has rather 
a mythological than a historical foundation. The whole history 
of this period, indeed, is so intimately interwoven with poetical 
legends, and mythological traditions, that it seems impossible at 
the present time to distinguish real facts from poetical ornaments. 
The hero of the ancient chronicles Samo, the just Krok, Libus- 
sa the wise and beautiful, and the husband of her choice, the 
peasant Perzinislas, all move in a circle of poetical fiction. 
There is, however, no doubt that there is an historical founda- 
tion for all these persons ; for tradition only expands and em- 
bellishes, but rarely, if ever, invents. 

What we have said in our introduction, in regard to the ves- 
tiges of an early cultivation of the Slavic nations in general, must 
be applied to the Tchekhes particularly.* The courts of jus- 
tice in which the just Krok and his daughter presided, and which 
the chronicles describe to us, present indeed a wonderful mix- 
ture of the sacred forms of a well-organized society, and of that 
patriarchical relation, which induced the dissenting parties to 
yield with childlike submission to the arbitrary decisions of the 
prince's wisdom. According to the chronicles, so early as A. 
D. 722, Libussa kept a pisafc, or clerk, literally writer; and 

9 The country along the banks of the Vistula. According to oth- 
er writers, Belo-Chrobatia was the name of the country on both sides 
of the Carpathian chain. In some old chronicles the Tchekhes are 
said to have come from Croatia, which induced more modern histo- 
rians to suppose them to have emigrated from the present Croatia ; 
others suppose that under this name Chrobatia was understood. 

3 In his essay Ueberden Ursprung des stamen Cech, Prague and 
Vienna, 1782. In his later works he confirms this opinion ; see Gfe- 
KhichU dtr bdhmiscfun Sprache and alien Literatur, Prague, 1818, p« 
65. 

» See above, p. 333, 347. 
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her prophecies were written down in Slavic characters. The 
same princess is said to have (bunded Prague. A considerable 
number of Bohemian poems, some of which have been only re- 
cently discovered, are evidently derived from the pagan period. 
Libossa's choice of the country yeoman Perzmislas for her hut- 
band, in ^reference to her noble suitors, indicates the early ex- 
istence of a free and independent peasantry. All these scatter- 
ed features are however insufficient to give us a distinct picture 
of this early period ; and here, as among all other Slavic nations, 
history commences only with the introduction of Christianity. 
The small states originally founded by the Tcbekhes, were first 
united into one dukedom during the last years of Perzmislas; 
while under his son Nezamysl, in the year 752, they are said to 
have first distributed the fends in fee, and to have given to the 
whole community a constitutional form. 

The name of Boii, Bohemians, was transferred to the 
Tcbekhes by the neighbouring nations. They continued to call 
themselves Tchekhes, as they do even now. The Moravians, 
a nearly related Slavic race, who probably came to these re- 

S* ras at the same time with the Tchekhes, called themselves 
oraufcikf from Morawa, morass, a name frequently repeated 

4 In writing Russian and Servian names, we have adapted our 
orthography to the English rules of pronunciation, so far namely 
as English letters are able to express sounds partly unknown to all 
but Slavic nations. The Poles and Bohemians however, who use the 
same characters as the English, have a right to expect that in writing 
their national names in the English language, their orthography 
Should be preserved ; just as it is in the case of the French, Spaniard*, 
Italians, etc. No English writer would change French or Spaaiih 
names according to the English principles of pronunciation. We coo- 
sequently aker letters only in cases where otherwise a foreigner, unac- 
quainted with the Bohemian language, would find an absolute impos- 
sibility of pronouncing them correctly ; following in this the example 
of most German writers, and of those Bohemian authors who write 
in German. Thus we put % for the consonant j, which the Bohemian 
uses, with a shade of pronunciation inexpressible by letters, for the 
vowel % ; thus above, Moramik instead of Morawcjk, etc A few 
words will be sufficient to explain what else may be peculiar io their 
way of expressing sounds familiar to other nations ; thus c is pronounc- 
ed tck; B»ah; £ the same sound softer; f»r followed by a soft 
sibilant ; c is in every case pronounced like t$ ; hence Janocky must 
be pronounced Janotsky ; Rokycana, RokyUana ; Ctibor, TsHbor t eHc. 
The vowels a,e,i,y 9 are every where to be pronounced as in father, 
they, tnachinejrisky. 
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in Slavic countries. Until A. D. 1029 they were as a people 
entirely separated from the Bohemians. They had formed dif- 
ferent petty states ; their chiefs were called Knjazi, like those 
of their eastern brethren. The ancient Moravia however 
spread far beyond the limits of the present country of this 
name, and extended deep into Hungary. Hence this portion of 
the Slavic race was also generally comprised under the name of 
the Pannonic Slavi. We have shown above, in the history of 
the Old Slavonic language, that Moravia, then for a short peri- 
od a powerful kingdom, was the principal theatre of Methodius' 
exertions. As at this time Christianity had been already intro- 
duced into these regions, and the kings Rostislav and Svatapluk, 
as well as most of their subjects, were already baptized, it is very 
probable, that they were induced by motives ot policy to send 
to Constantinople for a christian teacher. Oppressed by the 
Germans, the usurpations of whose emperors were in a certain 
measure sanctioned by the chair of Rome, they desired to se- 
cure for themselves in the Byzantine court a powerful ally. 
After the dissolution of the Moravian kingdom in A. D. 1029, 
the present Moravia fell to Bohemia ; was separated from it re- 
peatedly in the course of the following centuries ; and at length, 
in the beginning of the seventeenth century, became together 
with this kingdom an ingredient part of the Austrian states. 

The Moravians were among the earliest Slavic tribes convert- 
ed to Christianity. As early as the seventh century a consid- 
erable portion of them were baptized by German priests. It was 
however not before the first half of the ninth century, that the 
first christian missionaries entered Bohemia. In the year 845, 
fourteen Bohemian princes were baptized at Ratisbon. In the 
year 894 the duke Borzivog, the head of the nation, received 
baptisra; but bis successors went back to idolatry, and with them 
the greatest part of the people. Christianity was not firmly es- 
tablished in these regions before the second half of the tenth cen- 
tury. At this time, the Slavic liturgy introduced by Methodius 
into Moravia, was already in some measure, by the indefatigable 
exertions of the Roman-German priesthood, superseded by the 
Latin worship. Thus it never was established in Bohemia ; with 
the exception of a few churches, attached to convents founded 
expressly in memory of the Slavic saints, Jerome, Cyril, and 
Methodius. Their inmates however were expelled in favour of 
German-Bohemian monks, or they died ; and with them disap- 
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Glared every vestige of the innovations of Cyril and Methodius* 
ence the Old Slavic language and the noble translation of the 
Bible extant in it, have exercised only an inconsiderable influ- 
ence on the Bohemian idiom. 5 

Bohemia, under the sovereignty of her dukes, and from A. D. 
1198 under that of kings, was independent of the German em- 
pire, or at least did not belong to its circles ; it recognized bow- 
ever a kind of sovereignty in that powerful neighbour, and the 
kings of Bohemia deemed it an honour to belong to the seveo 
Electors, who chose the worldly bead of Christianity. In the 
year 1306, the last male descendant of Perzmislas was murder- 
ed. His house had reigned in Bohemia in uninterrupted suc- 
cession, although the kingdom was properly not hereditary, but 
elective, like Germany, Hungary and Poland. After a short in- 
terval, the crown of Bohemia fell by succession to the house of 
Luxemburg, and thus became several times united with the Ro- 
man imperial crowo. Under the emperor Charles IV, Bohe- 
mia rose to the summit of its lustre. It was he who founded, 
A. D. ] 348, the university of Prague, the first Slavic institution 
of that description. 6 Under his successor, Wenceslaus, the war 
of the Hussites began. In the year 1457, the Bohemians main- 
tained their right of election by placing George Podiebrad, a Bo- 
hemian, on the throne. The wisdom and equity of this individual 
justified their choice. In A. D. 1527, Ferdinand I, archduke 
of Austria, was elected king, and from that time the Bohemians 
have never again been able to detach themselves from Austria ; 
with the exception of a short interval, during which the unfor- 
tunate palatine Frederic, known in the history of the thirty yearf 
war, was placed on their throne. During the fifteenth, sixteenth, 
and the first half of the seventeenth, centuries, Bohemia was al- 
most without interruption the theatre of bloody wars and con- 
tests in behalf of their religious liberties. Then came the aw- 
ful stillness of death, which reigoed for more than an hundred 

6 On the fate of the Old Slavic liturgy and language in Bohemia, 
see Dobrovsky's Geschichie dtr bohm. Sprache, etc. pp. 46 — 64. 

6 According to the Pole Soltykowicz, Casimir the Great laid the 
foundation of the high school of Cracow, as early as A. D. 1347 ; bat 
it is certain, that this institution was not organized before 1400; 
whilst the papal privilege granted for the University of Prague is dat- 
ed A. D. 1347, and the imperial charter in A. D. 1348. Jerome of 
Prague, one of its most celebrated professors, was invited to Cracow in 
1409 to assist in the organization of that institution. 
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years over this exhausted, agonized country. For its revival 
and its present comparatively flourishing condition, it is indebt- 
ed to its own rich natural resources, and to the wiser policy and 
milder dispositions of the more recent Austrian sovereigns. 

The Bohemian language is the common property not only of 
the Bohemians and the Moravians, constituting together about 
three and a half millions in number, but also of nearly two 
millions of Slovaks, those venerable remains of the ancient Sla- 
vic settlements between the Carpathian mountains and the riv- 
ers Theiss and Danube. This people, so nearly related to the 
Tchekhes, occupy the whole north-western part of Hungary, and 
are besides this, scattered over that whole kingdom. They 
speak indeed a dialect or rather several dialects, essentially dif- 
ferent from the language spoken in Bohemia and Moravia ; but 
the circumstance of their having, since the Reformation, chosen 
the Bohemian for their literary language, amalgamates their con- 
tributions to literature with those of the Bohemians, and gives 
them an equal right to the productions of these latter. 

Of all the modern Slavic languages, the Bohemian was the 
first cultivated. Two bishops of Merseburg, Boso towards the 
middle of the tenth century, and Werner at the close of the 
eleventh, as also fifty years later another German priest, Bruno, 
were above all active in promoting the holy cause of Christiani- 
ty by religious instruction. The application of Latin characters 
to Slavic words had been long since familiar to the German 
priesthood ; inasmuch as very early attempts had been made to 
convert the subjugated Slavic tribes, scattered through the north 
of Germany. 

They now were applied to the Bohemian, so far as writing 
was requisite for religious instruction. According to the old 
chronicles, there were even some regular schools erected in 
those early times, one at Budec, near Prague, and another some- 
what later in Prague itself, where Latin was taught. Be this as 
it may, the Latin and German languages had an early influence 
on the formation of the Bohemian. Many foreign words were 
adopted and amalgamated with the language ; still more were 
formed from native roots, after the model of those two idioms. 
In later times this capacity of the Bohemian has been greatly 
improved ; it being one of the few languages which, in philoso- 
phy, theology and jurisprudence, have not borrowed their termin- 
ology from the Latins and Greeks, but formed their own technical 
expressions for ideas received only in part from other nations. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



424 Slavic Languages and Literature. [Jul* 

extraordinary refinement or the Bohemian verb we have mention- 
ed in our characteristic of the Slavic languages in general.* In 
respect to free and independent construction, it approaches the 
Latin ; by its richness in conjunctions it differs essentially from 
the Russian, and is able to imitate the Greek in all its lighter 
shades. Thus it yields neither in copiousness nor in pliability, 
neither in clearness nor in precision, to any other Slavic lan- 
guage ; while in respect to lexical and grammatical cultivation 
it is superior to all of them. The Bohemian alone of all the 
Slavic languages, has hitherto succeeded in imitating perfectly 
the classic metres ; although the same degree of capacity for 
them is acknowledged in the Southern-Slavic dialects. 

After so much well deserved praise, we must also mention 
that in respect to sound, the reproach of harshness and want of 
euphony has been made with more justice to none of the Slavic 
tongues. It is true, that all the reasons by which we have above 
seen the Slavic languages in general defended, t apply with equal 
weight to the Bohemian in particular. It appears also, that this 
apparent harshness is more a production of modern times than a 
necessary ingredient of the original language ; for the ancient 
Bohemian of legends and popular songs, sounds by far more 
melodious, and the dialects spoken by the Slovaks, which are 
kindred to the Old Bohemian, are full of vowels, and are even 
distinguished from the other Slavic tongues by diphthongs. On 
the other hand, it cannot be denied that the accumulation of con- 
sonants, in which the Bohemian surpasses by far not the Polish, 
but the southern and eastern languages, and its peculiar prefer- 
ence of the vowels e and t over the fuller sounding a, o, v, do 
not add to the euphony of the language ; although it seems sin- 
gular to bring forward such a reproach against a people so dis- 
tinguished for their musical talent. 

The history of the Bohemian literature may be divided into 
five periods. 

The first comprises the whole interval from our first knowl- 
edge of the Tcbekhes to the influence of Huss ; or from A. D. 
550 to A. D. 1400. 

The second period comprises a full century, from Huss to the 
general diffusion of the art of printing. 

The third period, the golden age of the Bohemian literature, 
comprises about the same interval, and extends to the battle at 
the White Mountain, A. D. 1620. 

• See above, p. 339, 340. f See p. 343. 
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Tbe fourth period, extends from the battle at the White 
Mountain to the revival of literature in 1774 — 1780. 

Tbe Jifth period, covers the interval from 1780 to the present 
time. 



FIRST PERIOD. 
From Um first •ettlement of the Tchekbef, A. D. 560, to John Unit, A. D. 1400. 

Of the language of tbe Tchekhes as it existed when they first 
settled in Bohemia, nothing is left, except the names they gave 
to tbe rivers, mountains, and towns, and those of their first chiefs. 
All these names entitle us to conclude, that their language was 
then essentially the same as at tbe present time, though more 
nearly approaching the Old Slavonic. The first certain written 
documents of the language are not older than the introduction of 
Christianity. There were indeed discovered, about ten years 
ago, some fragments of poetry, which appear to be derived from 
the pagan period. 7 The manuscript has been deposited in the 
Museum of Prague, and the high beauties and evident antiquity 
of these poems have secured them warm advocates and ad- 
miring commentators. But the circumstance tba| Dobrovsky 
doubts of their genuineness, induces us to regard this point at least 
as not incontestable. Another highly valuable fragment is the 
celebrated manuscript of Koniginhof, discovered in the year 
1817 by the librarian Hanka, half buried among rubbish and 
worthless papers. 8 This collection, the genuineness of which is 
not subject to any doubt, contains likewise several poems, the orig- 

7 First communicated in the periodical Krok, Vol. I. Pt III. p. 48 — 
61. Rokawiecki, Hanka, <*elakowsky, and Schaffarik, maintain their 
authenticity. 

8 In a chamber attached to the church of Koniginhof or Kralodwor. 
It was published by Hanka in 1819, with a translation in modern 
Bohemian and in German, under the title Rukopis Kralodtcorsky or 
Manuscript of Koniginhof. According to Dobrovsky, who formed his 
judgment from the writing, this remarkable manuscript belongs to the 
interval from about A. D. 1290 to A. D. 1310. From the numbers 
of the chapters and books into which it is divided, it appears that the 
collection comprised three volumes, and that the manuscript thus acci- 
dentally rescued from oblivion, is only a small part of the third volume. 
Goethe honoured it with his peculiar attention and applause. Bowring 
has given some pleasing specimens of it, in his essay on Bohemian lit- 
erature in the Foreign Quarterly Review, Vol. II. p. 151 — 153. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 55 
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inal composition of which belongs evidently to the eighth or 
ninth centuries. But the manuscript itself is not older than the 
end of the thirteenth century, and cannot therefore be considered 
as a sure monument of the language in an earlier age. All these 
national songs have an historical foundation ; tbey celebrate bat- 
tles and victories, and their evident tendency is to exalt the na- 
tional feelings. They have not that plastic and objective char- 
acter, which makes Homer and the Servian popular epics so 
remarkable ; and from which it appears that the poet, during the 
time of his inspiration, is rather above his subject ; but like the 
Russian tale of Igor's Expedition and the heroic songs of Ossian, 
the epic beauties are merged in the lyric effusions of the poet's 
own feelings, who thus never attempts to conceal that bis whole 
soul is engaged in bis subject. 

The oldest monuments of the christian age are the names of 
the days, which are of pure Slavic origin. Of the Lord's prayer 
in Bohemian, on comparing the oldest copy he could find among 
the ancient manuscripts, Dobrovsky presumes that the form must 
have been about the same in the ninth or tenth century; although 
the manuscript itself is somewhat later. A translation of the 
Kyrie eleison, ascribed to Adalbert second bishop of Prague, 
dates from the same time. During the eleventh and twelfth 
renturies many convents were founded and schools attached to 
them ; German artists and mechanics and even agriculturists 
settled in Bohemia. The influence of German customs and 
habits showed itself more and more, and the nobility began to 
use in preference the German language. In the course of the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, this influence increased con- 
siderably, and exhibited itself most favourably in the lyric poetry 
of the time, an echo of the German Minnesingers ; many of the 
poets belonging like them to the highest nobility. Of all the Sla- 
vic nations, the Bohemian is the only one in which the flower of 
chivalry has ever unfolded hself ; and the cause of its develope- 
ment here is doubtless to be sought in their occidental feudal 
system, and in their constant intercourse with the Germans. The 
natural tendency of the Polish nobility to heroic deeds and chi- 
valrous adventures, was counterbalanced partly by the oriental 
character of their relation to the peasantry, which impressed on 
them at least as much of the character of the Asiatic satrap, as 
of the occidental knight ; and partly by the want of a free mid- 
dle class in Poland, as also in Russia. True chivalry indeed 
does not require simply the contrast of a low, helpless, and sub- 
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missive class; its lustre never appears brighter than when placed 
side by side with an independent yeomanry. 

In calling the Bohemian lyric poetry of this age the echo of 
the German, we do not mean to say it was wanting in originality ; 
but wish rather to convey the idea that the same spirit inspired 
at the time the Bohemians and the Germans, proceeding howev- 
er from the latter, who themselves received it from the more ro- 
mantic Provence. Of these heroic love songs very few are left. 
There are, however, several productions of this period, in which 
the German influence is not to be recognized at all, but which 
exhibit purely Slavic national features. We will here enume- 
rate the monuments of the Bohemian language from the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, which have been preserved, before we 
pass to the fourteenth, which was more productive and exhibited 
m some measure a new character. 

The most remarkable is the above mentioned manuscript of 
Koniginhof. It contains, besides several epic songs partly com- 
plete and partly fragmentary, seven or eight charming lyric pieces. 
The near relationship of the Slavic nations among each other, is 
exhibited in no feature more strikingly than in their national 
popular poetry, especially in the little lyric songs, the immediate 
effusion of their feelings, wishes and cares ; whilst epic poetry, 
which draws her materials from the external world, must hence, 
in every nation, be in some measure modified by their different 
fortunes and situations. With the exception of this manuscript 
and a few scattered love songs and tales, among which is also a 
piece of prose, a very rare appearance in these early times, 9 all 
we have from this early period is of a religious character, viz. a 
fragment of a history of Christ's passion in rhymes, another of a 
legend of the twelve apostles, a hymn on the merits of the Bo- 
hemian patron saint, Wenceslaus, etc. and finally a complete 
psalter in Bohemian, and a whole series of hymns, or rather rhy- 
med formularies, corresponding to those sung in the catholic 
church, i. e. a Te Deum, an office for the dead, a prayer for 
the intercession of all saints, etc. The first historians of Bohe- 
mia, Cosmas and Vincentius, born towards the middle of the 
eleventh century, wrote both of them in Latin. The chronicle 
of the first is still extant. 

• a Complaint of a lover on the banks of the Moldaw." The man- 
wcript fell accidentally into the hands of the Polish scholar Linde* 
who knew how to appreciate its value. • See Dobrovsky's Gesckickt* 
derbdhm. Spr. p. 109, 
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During the fourteenth century the German influence increased 
so much, that the jealousy and impatience of a great part of the 
nation was powerfully excited. The king kept a German body 
guard ; German fashions in dress and manners prevailed at the 
court ; and even in the year 1 34 1 , when the privileges of the city 
of Prague were first solemnly committed to writing, it was done 
in the German language. Under the reign of Charles 1, or the 
emperor Charles Iv, for be united the two crowns on his bead, 
Bohemia, as we have said, reached the highest point of its splen- 
dour. He wisely limited the privileges of the Germans in his 
own kingdom, and reconciled the minds of the Bohemians by 
granting to them similar privileges in the German empire. He 
honoured the Bohemian language so much, as to recommend 
expressly, in the golden bull, to the sons of the Electors to learn 
it. His capital, Prague, was like the apple of his eye, and be 
did all he could to add to its embellishments and magnifi- 
cence. Here he founded in the year 1348 the first Slavic uni- 
versity, on the plan of those of Paris and Bologna. The influ- 
ence of this institution, not merely on Bohemia, but on Germa- 
ny and indeed all Europe, was decided. From the time of its 
foundation until 1410, it was the general resort for students from 
among the Poles, Hungarians, Swedes and Germans. It was 
doubtless the wish to give it this very kind of universality, which 
induced Charles IV, in the statutes of the institution, to allow to 
the Bohemians only one suffrage in the senate, and the three 
others to foreigners. We shall shew in the sequel with what 
jealousy this apparent preference was received by the natives, 
and what a violent reaction it caused in the Bohemian national 
feelings. 

Experience every where teaches, that schools and academies 
never enkindle the spark of genuine poetry ; nay, that the erec- 
tion of formal scientific institutions is even not favourable to the 
free developement of that high gift. In Bohemia too, the four- 
teenth century was indeed very productive in rhymed works ; 
but most of them were utterly deficient in real poetry. On the 
other band, as the natural result of a more strictly logical and 
clearer mode of thinking, by reason of a scientific education, the 
style of the prose writings became more cultivated, concise, and 
distinct; and the direction of mind more general and universal. 
We find in this period several historical works, viz. (1) A 
chronicle in Bohemian rhymes, extending as far as to 1313, 
written under king John, the father of Charles IV, when the in- 
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fluence of the German bad reached its highest point. A glowing 
hatred against that nation dictated this work and made it for 
more than two hundred years the favourite book of the Bohe- 
mian people. The name of the author is not ascertained, al- 
though it has been usually ascribed to the canon Dalimil Me- 
zericky. 10 (2) Another Bohemian chronicle, written by order of 
Charles IV in Latin, but translated into Bohemian by Pfibik 
Pulkawa. It was first published by Prochazka in the year 
1786; the Latin original in 1794. (3) M a rtimiani or the Ro- 
man chronicle, translated A. D. 1400 from the German, by 
Bene* of Horowic. (4) Another chronicle of the Roman em- 
perors, translated from the Latin by Laurentius of Brezow, the 
writer of several other works, partly printed in the course of the 
following centuries. There were also several collections of 
laws; among others the oldest Bohemian statutes, by A. of 
Duba, a valuable manuscript, preserved in the imperial library 
of Vienna ; the common and the feudal law, translated from the 
Latin and kept in the library of Prague; the celebrated Sach- 
senspiegel or laws of Magdeburg, etc. The constant intercourse 
with foreigners directed the attention of the Bohemians early to 
the utility of acquiring other languages, and made the possession 
of their own valuable to foreigners. We find, consequently, not 
less than seven dictionaries, or vocabularies, as they were called, 
compiled in the course of this century; one of which, the so 
called Bohemarius of A. D. 1309, is even written in hexameters. 
As all these vocabularies are incomplete, and better ones, founded 
partly upon them, have been since compiled, they have never, 
so far as we know, been printed ; but are extant in several cop- 
ies, and are preserved in the libraries of Prague, Briinn, and sev- 
eral churches. 

Poetry, during this century, took also in Bohemia the same 
course as in Germany, and degenerated into loose works of fic- 
tion between prose and verse, mostly allegorical compositions, 
and the basis of the modern novel. Such are Tristram, in 9000 
verses, a translation from the German ; the life of Alexander 
and the history of Troy from the Latin, both of them more 



10 It was first published by Jesin, A. D. 1620 ; later by Prochazka, 
Prague 1786. The author did not spurn any means to reach his pat- 
riotic object, viz. to inspire his nation with hatred against the Ger- 
mans. The most absurd fables came through him into the early his- 
tory of Bohemia. 
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novel than history ; and a great number of similar works." All 
other poetical productions of this century may be divided into 
fables, satires, and legends, or other allegorical pieces of an ec- 
clesiastic-didactic tendency, as may be seen even from their titles ; 
e. g. the nine joys of Mary, the ten commandments, the 
five sources of sin, etc. All are equally deficient in poetical 
merit. 

With what thoughts the minds of reflecting men and of the 
reading class were at this time chiefly occupied, and how well 
they were prepared to receive, in the beginning of the following 
century, the doctrines of Huss, Jerome, and Jacobellus, those 
teachers of a purer system of divinity, is manifested in some 
measure in the theological literature of the day. A treatise up- 
on the great distress of the church, written by a clergyman call- 
ed John Milic 1 * before 1370; several others on the principal 
christian virtues ; a book of christian instruction written by 
Sthny, a Bohemian nobleman, for his own children ; a transla- 
tion of the Jewish Rabbi Samuel's book on the coming of the 
Messiah ; and several similar works, — all these seem to indicate 
that the religious system of the day was no longer able to satisfy 
reflecting minds. We find also that the greatest part of the Bi- 
ble was already extant in the Bohemian language in the second 
half of the fourteenth century j 13 although not yet collected to- 



11 The history of Troy was one of the first works which Is 
from the Bohemian press, about A. D. 1476 according to Dobrovsky, 
and again A. D. 1488, and 1603. It was published for the fourth and 
last time by Kramerius in 1790 ; see note 21, below. Even before 
it was printed, it appears to have been multiplied in a great many cop- 
ies, as being a favourite book among the Bohemian knights and dam- 
sels. Its author was Guido di Colonna. See Dobrovsky's GtschichU 
der bohm. Sprachc, etc. p. 155. Another remarkable production of 
the fourteenth century is TkadUcek, the little weaver, the manuscript 
of which is extant in several copies, but which has been printed 
only in an ancient German translation ; see Dobrovsky, ibid. p. 157. 

19 This work was printed in 1542 ; it was put into the renowned 
Index Itbrorum prohibitorum, first printed in 1629, and last in 1767, 
the original author of which was the famous Jesuit Konias, oat 
of the most violent book-destroyers who ever lived. Not only aH 
books written by the Hussites or their immediate predecessors, bat 
even many catholic writers also, of that period, were put upon this 
list ; e. g. the historian Hagek, translations of Aeneas Sylvius, etc 

1S Ann, queen of England, sister to king Wencesiaus of Bohemia* 
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getber. Several translations of the psalter from this period ; al- 
so of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Daniel ; and the San- 
day lessons from the gospels ; are preserved in manuscript in the 
libraries of Prague, Vienna, and Oels in Silesia. Many others 
have doubtless perished in the lapse of time. 

SECOND PERIOD. 
From Uom, A. D. MOO, to the feooml diffuioa of Um art of printing, abort A. D. WOO. 

At the commencement of the fifteenth century, the universi- 
ty of Prague was in the zenith of its splendour. Several cele- 
brated German scholars occupied the professors' chairs, and the 
average number of students was twenty thousand. No de- 
partment of science was neglected ; each faculty bad its distin- 
guished teachers ; but it was theology which excited decidedly 
the warmest national interest among the Bohemians themselves ; 
it was theology in which the Bohemians maintained the first 
rank as teachers. The interest in spiritual things was no longer 
confined, as in former times, to those who intended to devote 
themselves to the clerical profession ; it pervaded all classes, high 
and low. Immediately after Wickliffe's death, an intercourse bad 
been opened between England and Bohemia by the marriage of 
a Bohemian princess, Ann, sister of king Wenceslaus, to Richard 
II of England. A young Bohemian nobleman, who had finish- 
ed his studies in Prague, repaired to Oxford, imbibed the senti- 
ments and opinions of Wickliffe, and on his return, put a copy of 
all WickluTe's writings into the hands of John Huss, at that time 
one of the professors of theology at Prague,. whose mind was 
probably already prepared for them, and who began to study 
them with great zeal and devotion. Indeed, the pretensions of 
the chair of Rome and the corruption of the clergy, bad been 
for some time since looked upon in Bohemia with private dis- 
gust and open disapprobation ; and when the professors Huss, 
Jerome, and Jacobellus, began to declaim against monks, au- 
ricular confession, and the infallibility of the pope, they found a 
responding echo in the breasts of their bearers ; and all that 
was novel in their doctrines, was the boldness with which they 



I a Bible in Latin, German and Bohemian ; to which circum- 
> Wickliffe alluded in one of his writings, quoted by Huss in his 
reply to Stockes, Tom. I. p. 108. See Dobrovsky's Gtsch. der bfihm. 
Spraeh^p. 142. 
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were pronounced, and the logical consistency with which they 
were justified. , 

Another difference of opinion, which tended greatly to aug- 
ment the excitement then reigning at the university, was the 
contest between the two philosophical schools, viz. that of the 
Realists, who were defended by Huss, and the Nominalists, to 
which nearly all the Germans adhered. This contest became 
very soon a national affair; or more probably had its principal 
origin in the unjust privileges of the Germans and thejeelousjr 
of the Bohemians. The preference given to the former at the 
foundation of the university, viz. the possession of three out ol 
the four suffrages in all matters determined by vote, became 
anew the subject of debate, and was more especially assailed by 
Huss, then rector of the university. After a whole year of re- 
sistance, the king at length yielded. A decree of A. D. 1409 
ordained, that in future the proportion should be re**"^'** 
that the Germans should possess only one suffrage, and the 
Bohemians three. For this victory of their national pride, the 
university, the city, nay the whole country, had to suffer severe- 
ly. Immediately after this decision, the famous literary emigra- 
tion took place. All the German professors and students left 
Prague at once. The immediate consequences of this step were, 
the foundation of the universities of Leipzig, Rostock, and In- 
golstadt, and the building up of those of Heidelberg, Erfurt, and 
Cracow. Prague never again became what it had been; al- 
though it obtained a transient lustre through the victoir teeU, 
and the eminence and martyrdom of some of its national teach- 
ers. Before we proceed, we must devote a few words to the 
persona] merits and fortunes of these latter. 

John Huss was born A. D. 1373 at Hussinecz, a village m 
the southern part of Bohemia ; from which he sometimes took the 
name of Huss of Hussinecz, or John of Hussinecz. Although 
without property himself, he was enabled, at the age of sixteen 
years, by the pecuniary assistance of the proprietor of his native 
village and some other patrons, to prosecute bis studies at tw 
university of Prague, where he distinguished bjmself by his dil- 
igence and abilities. In the year 1396 he was made master ol 
arts, and two years later began to lecture on philosophical and 
theological subjects. In A. D. 1402 he was appointed curate 
and preacher to the chapel of Bethlehem at Prague, the duties 
of which office he united with his professorship. In the same 
year the queen Sophia chose him for her confessor. He thus 
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at once acquired an influence over the people, the students, and 
at court. It was about this time that be became acquainted 
with the writings of Wicklifie. In the year 1407 be began pub- 
licly to oppose and preach against the errors in doctrine and the 
corruption then reigning in the church. The archbishop of 
Prague, Zbyniek, an illiterate and violent man, whose ignorance 
bad made him the laughing stock of the students, by whom he 
was called the Alphabetarius or A. B. C. doctor, collected two 
hundred manuscripts of Wickliffe's writings, and, without any fur- 
ther authority from the pope than his previous condemnation of 
them, committed them to the flames in the archiepiscopal palace. 
Huss, both in bis lectures and sermons, not only blamed this 
act in strong terms, but translated the Trxlogus and several other 
of Wieklifie's works into Bohemian, distributed tbem among lay- 
men and females, and caused new Latin copies to be made. 
When the archbishop interdicted bis preaching in the Bohemian 
language, Huss not only refused to obey, but continued to spread 
by all legal means those doctrines of Wicklifie which he approv- 
ed. At the same time the first translation of the whole Bible-* 
whether a collection of the parts already extant, or a new ver- 
sion, we are not informed — appeared, and was distributed in 
multiplied copies among the public. It does not appear wheth- 
er this translation was prepared by Huss ; but it is certain that 
he did what be could to promote its circulation. On such 
proceedings the catholic clergy could not look with tranquillity. 
Twice he was called to Rome ; twice be disobeyed, and at 
length appealed to a general council. In consequence of his 
doctrines, and of some tumultuous scenes among his followers, 
the excess of which he himself highly disapproved, he was by a 
decree of pope John XXIII solemnly expelled from the com- 
munion of the church. Deeming himself no longer safe at 
Prague under the weak king, he retired to the territory of bis 
friend and patron, Nicholas of Hussinecz, where he prepared 
new works, some of which are among his most powerful ones, 
and preached repeatedly in the open fields before an innumera- 
ble audience. Those of his works which caused the greatest , 
sensation, were bis treatise 'On the Church' and a pamphlet en- 
titled ' The six Errors ;' both of which he caused to be fixed 
on the walls and gates of the chapel of Bethlehem. Both were 
directed against indulgences, against the abuse of excommunica- 
tion, simony, transubstantiation, etc. and above all against the 
unlimited obedience required by the see of Rome ; maintaining 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 56 
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that the Scriptures presented the only rule of faith and conduct 
for the Christian. 

In consequence of this conviction, the correction and distribu- 
tion of the Bohemian Bible was his constant care. Id all his 
Bohemian writings he paid an uncommon attention to the lan- 
guage, and exerted a decided and lasting influence on it 
The old Bohemian alphabet, which consisted of forty-two let- 
ters, he arranged anew, and first settled the Bohemian orthog- 
raphy according to fixed principles. 14 In order to render it 
more interesting and impressive to learners, he imitated Cyril's 
ingenious mode of giving to each letter the name of some well 
known Bohemian word, which had the same initial letter, e.g. 
H, hospodin, lord ; K, kral, king, etc. Thus he devoted bb 
whole life to the different means of enlightening bis countrymen, 
and justly considered a general cultivation of the mind as the 
best preparation for receiving the truth. 

Among the coadjutors of Huss, the most distinguished wis 
Hieronymus von Faulfiscb, more generally known under the 
name of Jerome of Prague ; who was, like Huss, professor in 
the university. In erudition and eloquence he surpassed bb 
friend ; accorded with him in his doctrinal views ; but did not 
possess the mild disposition, the moderation of conduct, for 
which Huss was distinguished. His hatred against the abuses 
of the catholic church was so violent, that he used to trample 
under his feet the relics regarded as holy by that church. He 
is even said to have once ordered a monk who resisted bkn, to 
be thrown into the river. He was so great an admirer of Wick- 
liffe, several of whose writings he translated into Bohemian, that 
even when preaching before the emperor at Buda, he could not 

14 The Bohemians, like the Germans, adopted the Latin alphabet; 
but the former, receiving it from the Germans, adopted it in the cer- 
rupted form of these latter, viz. they imitated the so-called Godue 
characters, in which also all ancient Bohemian books are printed. In 
modern times the genuine Roman letters have nearly supplanted 
them ; to which several different signs are added to adapt them to 
the Slavic sounds. The Bohemian alphabet can only be said to hare 
forty-two letters, in so far as the same letter with or without a sign, 
e. g. 3 and I, can be considered as two different letters. The Eng- 
lish alphabet would be almost without number, if all the three or four 
modes of pronunciation connected with one and the same letter in 
that language, were indicated by certain signs, and these signs i 
three or four letters out of one. 
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but interweave that reformer's doctrines in bis sermon ; an im- 
prudence which caused him to be arrested immediately after- 
wards at Vienna. He obtained his liberty in consequence of 
the solicitation of the university of Prague. He wrote several 
works in the Bohemian language, for the instruction of the peo- 
ple, hymns, pamphlets, etc. His reputation for erudition and 
extraordinary powers rests however more on the testimony of 
his cotemporaries, than on his works, of which very few remain. 

Another active assistant of Huss, especially in bis improve- 
ment and distribution of the Bohemian Bible, was Jacobellus of 
Mies, known under the name Jacobellus of the [sacramental] 
Cup, on account of his zeal for the general introduction of the 
communion in both forms. He wrote commentaries on some 
of the epistles, sermons, religious hymns, etc. He too was a 
professor in the university of Prague. 

In the year 1414, Huss was summoned to appear before the 
council of Constance, to exculpate himself before the united 
theologians of all the christian nations of Europe. Without the 
least reluctance, and rather with rejoicing at the opportunity of 
justifying himself from the extravagant charges brought against 
trim by bis enemies, and of demonstrating publicly the truth of 
Us doctrines, he obeyed this call. Provided with a safe con- 
duct by the emperor Sigismund, and accompanied moreover by 
several Bohemian noblemen at the express order of king Wen- 
ceslaus, be undertook the journey without fear for his personal 
safety, and arrived on the fourth of November at Constance. 
Here, before be was permitted to appear in the presence of the 
general council, he had to undergo several private audiences be- 
fore a few cardinals ; at one of which, about three weeks after 
his arrival, he was arrested, cast into prison, and without being 
tried or even beard, kept more than six months. When the 
news of this treachery reached Bohemia, it was felt by the whole 
people as a national insult. Three petitions signed by nearly 
the whole body of the nobility, were in the course of time suc- 
cessively tendered to the council ; and as the two first were with- 
out avail, the third was accompanied by one to the emperor, in 
which he was reminded of his broken word, in terms so strong, 
— he having pledged bis imperial honour for the safety of Huss, 
— that at length the 5th of June was fixed for a public bearing. 
Here however every attempt of Huss, not merely to justify him- 
self, but even to speak, was frustrated by the most indecent and 
tumultuous clamour of the assembled clergy, who loaded him 
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with invectives and reproaches. In the two following au- 
diences be was iodeed allowed a bearing, at the special demand 
of the emperor, who had been disgusted and offended by the 
indecent behaviour of the council. Huss was now permitted to 

{'ustify himself at large upon all the forty articles brought against 
lira, most of them rounded on his writings by the frequent aid 
of the most unfair deduction ; but although he exculpated him- 
self completely from some of the charges, yet be himself ackoow- 
ledged so many others, that the council could only be confirmed 
in its previous determination to condemn him as an obstinate 
heretic. A month was allowed him, to give in bis final answer. 
During this time cardinals and bishops tried their eloouence to 
persuade him to recant ; especially at the instigation of the em- 

Eeror, who wished to save his life on account of his own pledged 
onour. But all these efforts could not move the faith nor firm- 
ness of this pious and heroic man ; and on the sixth of July, 
A. D. 1415, be was unanimously condemned, ignorainiouslyde* 

traded from the office of a priest, and burned alive the same day. 
lis ashes were thrown into the Rhine. 15 
His friend Jerome of Prague, on hearing of his dangerous sit- 
uation, hurried to Constance, to assist and support him, without 
even waiting for a safe conduct from the emperor or council. 
In the vicinity of Constance be stopped, and tried all possible 
means to obtain some assurance for his personal safety. Not 
succeeding in this, he felt himself compelled by prudence to re- 
turn, although slowly and reluctantly, to Bohemia. But on tbe 
road, in consequence of a dispute in which b£ became engaged 
with some bigoted priests, he was arrested by tbe duke of Sah- 
bacb and sent to Constance, where the same scenes were repeat- 
ed before the council, as in the case of Huss. At his first ap- 

15 The Bohemian writings of Huss are partly extant in manuscript, 
partly in single printed pamphlets, but have never been collected. 
They consist in sermons, hymns, letters to his friends, postillae and 
other interpretations of the Scriptures, etc. His complete Latin woria 
were first printed in Wittenberg 1558, and repeatedly afterward*. 
They contain many pieces which wore originally written in Bohemian; 
as were also the letters, which Luther caused to be printed with a 
preface of his own, Wittenberg 1536. Luther translated several of 
his hymns. The letters written by Huss from the prison at Constance, 
are the expressions of a pure and elevated mind, and present the best 
evidence of his spotless christian character. Some of them might 
ssrre as beautiful specimens of the sublime. 
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peerance, a thousand voices exclaimed : Away with him ! burn 
bun, bum bim ! It is most melancholy to read in the reports of 
the time, that even this strong and pious man could have been 
terrified into temporary submission ; not by the prospect of 
death, which he met gladly, but by the horrors of a lonely and 
protracted imprisonment in a noxious dungeon. But his forti- 
tude did not long abandon bim ; tortured by his own conscience, 
be solemnly announced at the next audience his recantation ; and 
declared that of all the sins he bad committed, he repented of 
none more than his apostasy from the doctrines he had main- 
tained. In consequence of this he was subjected to the same 
condemnation as his illustrious friend ; and met his painful death 
with the same magnanimity and resignation. He was burnt the 
30th of May, 1416. 

The behaviour of both these eminent men ; the christian 
mildness with which tbey bore the infamous treatment of their 
enemies ; the generosity with which they forgave their persecu- 
tors; the patience, nay cheerfulness of Huss, when during bis 
imprisonment severe bodily sufferings united with the persecu- 
tions of his adversaries to make his life a heavy burthen ; the 
magnanimity and fortitude with which both of tbem submitted to 
their final fate, and maintained the truth of their religious opin- 
ions until the very moment of an excruciating death, praising the 
Lord with soul and voice, — all this presents one of the most af- 
fecting and at the same time elevating pictures which the history 
of martyrs has to exhibit. The eloquence of Jerome made a 
powerful impression on bis enemies ; and there were some mo- 
ments during his trial, when even his judges wished to save his 
life. The celebrated Poggio BraccioVmi, one of the revivers of 
Italian literature, happened to be present at the trial and execu- 
tion of Jerome; and although not agreeing with bim, or rather 
being indifferent in point of religion, the eloquence, magnanimity 
and amiable deportment of the unfortunate martyr, excited bis 
sympathy and admiration in an uncommon degree. This is man- 
ifested in bis letters to Leonardo Aretius ; who in his reply found • 
it advisable to warn his friend, not to show too much warmth in 
this matter. 16 
The instigators of these cruel acts, when they kindled thefag- 

1€ These interesting letters, containing all the circumstances of Je- 
rome's last days and death, his eloquent speeches before the council* 
and a full account of the despicable conduct of his accusers, may be> 
<nund at large in Shepherd's Life of Poggio Bracciolini. 
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goto by which these two martyrs died, did not anticipate that 
the fire they had lighted, would spread over a whole country, and 
carry horror and devastation through the half of Germany* The 
war by which the disciples of Huss avenged biro, was one of the 
most bloody and destructive known in history. The news of 
his death, when it reached Bohemia, touched the heart of every 
individual like an electric spark. But this is not our province. 
Keeping only our own object, the fate of the language and liter- 
ature in view, we must refer the reader to the historical accounts 
of this distressing period, and limit ourselves to the mention of 
only those events which had an immediate influence on these 
two topics. 

Under the guidance of Nicholas of Hussinecz, the friend and 
patron of Huss, in whom even his enemies acknowledged more 
a defender of the reformers, than a persecutor of the catholics; of 
Zizka of Trocznow, a Bohemian knight of great valour but dis- 
graced by cruelty ; and, after the death of these two, under Pro- 
copius, formerly a clergyman ; the Hussites carried their victo- 
rious arms throughout all Bohemia, into Silesia, Franconia, Aus- 
tria, and Saxony, and made these unhappy countries the thea- 
tre of the most cruel devastations. If, divided into several parties, 
as they were, they were thus powerful, they would have been 
twice as strong, had they been united in the true spirit of Huss. 
But even as early as A. D. 1421 dissensions arose among them; 
and they finally split into several sects and parties, who mutual* 
lv bated each other even more than they did the catholics* 
Among these the Calixtins or Utraquists, whose principal object 
was to obtain the sacrament in both forms ; and the Taborites, 
who insisted on a complete reform of the church, were the two 
principal. The Calixtins comprehended the more moderate of 
the nobility and the wealthy citizens of Prague ; between tbem and 
the catholics a compact was concluded at Basle, in A. D. 1434, 
by which a conditional religious liberty was granted to thero,and 
they acknowledged the emperor Sigismund as their sovereign; 
the weak king Wenceslaus having died in 1419. The Taborites 
were unable to resist any longer the united power of both par- 
ties. They partly dispersed ; the rest united in the year 1457, 
in separate communities, and called themselves United Breth- 
ren. Under the severest trials of oppression and persecution, 
the number of these congregations, the form of which was mod- 
elled after the primitive apostolic churches, rose in less than fifty 
years to two hundred. In the middle of the sixteenth century, 
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numerous emigrations to Prussia and Poland took place, where a 
free toleration was secured tothera* In the beginning of the 
seventeenth century, their communities in Bohemia were finally 
dissolved. From the remnant of these persecuted Christians, 
who were called by the Germans, Bohemian or Moravian Breth- 
ren, has sprung the present community of United Brethren, of- 
ten called in English, Moravians, which was founded at Hern- 
hut in 1722, at first under the protection and ultimately under 
tbepatronage and direction of count Zinzendorf. 

The consequences of the barbarous measures of the council 
of Constance became immediately visible. Even the common 
people began to shew an intense interest, in the numberless theo- 
logical pamphlets which were published in Bohemia and Mora- 
via for or against Huss. Among the former, one written by a 
female deserves to be distinguished. The copies of the Bohe- 
mian Bible became greatly multiplied ; many of them were 
made by females ; and Aeneas Sylvius takes occasion to praise 
the biblical erudition of the women of the Taborites, whilst the 
abbot Stephen of Dolan in Moravia, complains of their meddling 
in ecclesiastical affairs. In the revision of the text of the Scrip- 
tares, the clergy were indefatigable. From 1410 to 1488, when 
the Bible was first printed, at least four recensions of the whole 
Bible can be distinguished, and. several more of the New Testa- 
ment. The different parties of the Hussites were united in a 
warm partiality for their own language ; the Taborites began as 
early as 1423 to hold their service in Bohemian. After the 
compact of 1434 the Calixtins also attempted to introduce the mass 
in their own language, an innovation which caused new disturb- 
ances and contests. Meanwhile the language of the country as- 
sumed gradually even among the catholics its natural rights ; 
the privileges of the city of Prague, the laws of the painters' guild, 
the statutes of the miners, were translated into Bohemian. At 
the session of the Estates in Moravia in 1480, the Latin was ex- 
changed for the Bohemian ; in Bohemia itself not before 1495. 
The knowledge of the Bohemian language, which Albert duke 
of Bavaria had acquired at the court of king Wenceslaus, where 
he was educated, had a decided influence on the Bohemian 
Estates, when in 1441 they offered him their crown. Under 
George Podiebrad, a Bohemian by birth, this language even be- 
came that of the court. After the death of George, one of the 
reasons which led to the election of Vladislaus king of Poland, 
was, that the Bohemians " could hope to see elevated through 
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him the glory of the Bohemian nation and of the Slavic Unpaged 
Under this king all ordinances and decrees were issued io the 
Bohemian language, which gained prodigiously in pliancy and ex- 
tent by the application of it to different uses. Hie most favour- 
able influence on its formation, however, was effected towards 
the close of the fifteenth century, by the custom which began to 
prevail, of studying the classics and of translating them with all 
the fidelity of which the idiom was capable. Thus fostered bj 
judicious application and patriotic feeling, the Bohemian lan- 
guage approached with rapid steps the period of its golden age, 
•—a time indeed, in a political respect, of oppression, war, and 
devastation; but affording a gratifying proof, how powerfully 
moral means may counteract physical causes. 

At the bead of the theological literature of this period may be 
named the Life of Huss, written by P. Mladienowic. Although, 
strictly speaking, not a theological book, yet this character was 
in some measure impressed upon it by the custom which pre- 
vailed for a time, of causing it to be read aloud in the churches, 
in order to communicate to the people all the circumstances of 
the martyr's death. Mladienowic, acting as a notary at Coo- 
stance, had been an eye-witness of the whole transaction. 
Among the catholic theological writers of the day, Hilarius Ur 
tomiericky, d. 1467, Rosenberg bishop of Breslau, Simon of Tis- 
now, and others, wrote against the practice of communion io 
both forms. But tbey were inferior to their adversaries in tal- 
ent, and still more in productiveness. Rokycana, archbishop of 
the Calixtins, d. 1471, Koranda, Miros, and others, defended 
their right to the sacramental cup, and exerted their pens in 
doctrinal controversies with the other sects. The Bohemian 
Brethren, Palecek, Procopius, Simon, Mir insky and others, wrote 
interpretations of portions of the Scriptures, polemical pamphlets, 
religious hymns, apologies, etc. partly printed, partly preserved in 
manuscript. In the contests of the different parties, the use of 
weapons of every description was regarded as lawful; aod 
among them, satire and irony were employed with much skill and 
dexterity by the Hussites. 17 Uric of Kalenic wrote a satirical 

* See Dobrovsky's Gtschichte der bdhm. Spracht etc. p. 901. 

17 In a polemic satirical pamphlet the question was started : " Mas- 
ter, tell me what birds are the best, those which eat and drink, or those 
s which eat and do not drink ? and why are those which eat hat do not 
drink, enemies to those which eat and drink ?* A Latin pamphlet 
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letter from Lucifer to Lew of Roemital. Bohuslav of cechtic 
ptrtly wrote and partly compiled the work : " Mirror of all 
Christendom," with many remarkable illustrations. *• The Bo- 
hemian brother Chelcicky, d. 1484, called also the Bohemian 
doctor, because he did not understand Latin, and of course 
neither Greek nor Hebrew, undertook nevertheless, besides sev- 
eral other works, to write an interpretation of the Sunday Les- 
sooi of the Gospels. His most popular book, called Kovyta, i. 
e. *Tbe Shoe-last," (being himself a shoemaker by trade,) which 
was much read by the common people, is no longer extant. A 
panpblet of Martin Lupac, d. 1468, called "The Sprinkling- 
bmak>" was likewise in the hands of every body. This clergy- 
tnao, however, acquired better claims on the gratitude of his co- 
temporaries, by a careful revision of the New Testament, which 
he undertook with the aid of several learned friends. Indeed, 
bttb among clergymen and laymen, there was an ardent desire 
for the right understanding of the Scriptures; which induced 
amy individuals, who were not satis6ed with the existing Bo- 
hsoian translations, to undertake the task themselves anew. 

Out of this period alone the manuscripts of thirty-three copies 
of the whole Bible, and twenty-two of the New Testament, are 
sti& extant; partly copied from each other, partly translated 
aaew; all however having been made from the Vulgate. The 
Bohemian versions made from the original languages belong to 
the fblbwiog period. 19 

Although religion filled the minds of the learned during this 
period more than in any other, it did not absorb their interest so 
entirely as to occupy them exclusively. It could not, however, 

n *"" ■ ' ■ 

which decided for those which do not drink, was followed by a Bohe- 
mian refutation. 

J 8 This manuscript, one of the most remarkable of the age, is in 
tfat library of Jena. It has not less than eighty-eight pictures, partly 
on paper, partly on parchment ; and besides this forty-one smaller 
figures, scattered through the text itself. See Dobrovsky's Reist npck 
Sckwtdtn, p. 7 ; also bis Gtschichte der bohm. Sprache, p.235. 

19 By whole" Bibles are here intended also those manuscripts, of 
which, although in their present state incomplete, it is presumed that 
the missing parts were lost accidentally. The New Testaments also 
are asc all of them perfect. Of single biblical books, manuscripts of 
the Psalms are found the most frequently. See Dobrovsky's Lit. 
Magaxinjur Bdhmen. Reist nach Schwtden, etc. p. 57. GtschichU der 
team. Sprache, p. 211. 

Vol. IV. No. 25. 57 
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be expected, that in the midst of such struggles, both political 
and religious, the minds of men could elevate themselves so 
far above their circumstances, as to look at any science or art 
in the light of its independent value. Poetry at least, with a few ex- 
ceptions, was only regarded as the handmaid of religion. We God 
many books of legends, biographies of the fathers and saints, both 
prose and rhyme, written partly by catholic, partly by Hussite wri- 
ters. The doctrines of Huss d id not, like those of Luther a centu- 
ry later, shake the belief in saints. Dobrovsky mentions a very an- 
cient printed work of 1480, in which the letters of Huss, his life by 
Mladienowic, and the letter of Poggio on the execution of Je- 
rome, are annexed to a Passional > as such collections of the 
lives and sufferings of the saints are called. There is also an 
abundance of Taboritic war songs; many of them replete with 
life and fire. These appear to have been partly foundedon ancient 
Bohemian popular songs ; for there are passages in them which 
are also to be found in the old chronicles. Altered to suit the 
present circumstances, their effect must have been the more 
powerful by association. This period was also rich in religious 
hymns ; most of them translated from the Bible as literally as 
the rhyme would permit. But no form of poetry was more used, 
and none operated more strongly on the minds of the people, than 
the satirical ballads, with which the streets and alleys every 
where resounded. All these productions are only remarkable, 
as characteristic memorials of the age. Hynek of Podiebrad, 
fourth son of king George, who was born A. D. 1452, a highly 
accomplished and amiable man, is named as one of the most dis- 
tinguished among the Bohemian poets of the age. 

Politics too united with religion. Stibor of Cimburg, a patriotic 
and distinguished nobleman, wrote in 1467 an ingenious work in 
the form oi a novel, " On the goods of the Clergy ;" Walecowsky 
wrote on the vices and hypocrisy of the clergy ; and Zidek, in 
1471, instructions on government. All these books were ded- 
icated to king George, and the latter work was even written at 
his instigation. Hagek of Hodielin and Wlcek, between 1413 
and 1457, wrote strategetical works. Marco Polo's description 
of the East, and Mandeville's Travels, were translated from the 
Latin. Kabatnik, J. Lobkowic, and Bakalar, wrote descriptions 
of Palestine between 1490 and 1500; the two first in books of 
travels. Mezy hor wrote a journal of the travels of Lew of Ro£- 
mital, whom he accompanied as jester through Europe and a 
part of Asia. Collections of statutes, of the decrees of diets, of 
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judicial decisions, and of other documents, were made by patri- 
otic and sometimes eminent men ; and those merely extant in 
Latin carefully translated into Bohemian. 90 Thus they gather- 
ed materials for future historians, although in their own day the 
field of history was but poorly cultivated, or at least with no more 
than common ability ; for as to quantity, there is no want. Pro- 
copius, following out the example of Dalimi), wrote a new rhymed 
chronicle ; Bartos of Drahenic wrote a chronicle extending from 
1419 to 1443, in barbarous Latin, to which he added some 
notes in Bohemian. Several other chronicles, the authors of 
which are not known, serve as continuations of those of the pre- 
ceding century, which were devoted to the affairs of their own 
country. The above mentioned Zidek, on the other hand, un- 
dertook to write a universal history, after the division of time, 
then customary, into six ages. This book forms the third part 
of his great work, " Instructions on Government," to which we 
above alluded. In this work the author seizes every opportunity to 
lecture to the king, to give him advice, and to rebuke him. Ac- 
cording to Dobrovsky, his boldness not unfrequently degenerates 
into coarseness and insolence. It is an amusing reproach which 
among others he brings against the king, that he had not one 
camel, whilst Job had six thousand. The same individual wrote 
also a large work in Latin, a kind of Encyclopaedia, the manu- 
script of which is in the library of the University of Cracow. 

We finish the history of this period with a short account of 
the state of medicine and natural science in Bohemia. It is true, 
that the greater part of the learned men who wrote on these 
subjects, preferred the use of the Latin language. But many of 
them were in the habit of making at least Bohemian extracts or 
abridgements of their most popular works, or sometimes had the 
whole of them translated by their pupils. Among the medical 
writers of this time, Christian Pracbatitzky a clergyman, John 
cerny and Claudian Bohemian brethren, Albik and Gallus, 
must be mentioned ; the two latter wrote only in Latin. 

This section of the Bohemian literature is particularly rich in 
berbals. Several works of instruction in botany were also writ- 

*° Vict Com. of Wsehrd composed in 1495 a work in nine books, 
u On the Statutes, Courts of justice, and Legislature (Landtafel) of Bo- 
hemia," which is the most celebrated among several similar works of 
this period, and was in its time indispensable to the Bohemian lawyer. 
The same learned individual translated Cyprian, Chrysostom, etc. 
See Dobrovaky's GcschichU der bohm. Sprache, etc. 
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ten. A manuscript of 1447, "On the inoculation of Trees," 
may be mentioned here, although belonging rather to the de- 
partment of agriculture. 

The Bohemian language, although improving and evidently 
rising in esteem with every lustrum of the fifteenth century, bad 
however not yet supplanted the Latin. Many of the most emi- 
nent among the learned of this period preferred still to write in 
Latin ; as Hieronymus Balbus, Bohuslav, Hassenstein of Lob- 
kowic, Slecbta, Olomucius, and a number of others, who all con- 
tributed nevertheless to elevate the glory of the Bohemian name, 
and could not but exert a powerful influence on the nation. 

In respect to the date of the introduction of printing into Bo- 
hemia, the first regular printing establishment at Prague, is not 
older than A. D. 1487. Several Bohemian books, however, 
were printed before this time by travelling artizans. In regard 
to the first work printed in the Bohemian language, historians are 
not entirely agreed. According to Jungmann, 31 a letter from 
Huss to Jakaubeck, of 1459, was the first specimen of Bohemiai 
printing ; the above-mentioned chronicle of Troy of 1468 the sec- 
ond ; and the New Testament of 1475 the third. According to 
Dobrovsky, the New Testament of 1475 is the earliest printed 
work in Bohemian. From that year to 1458, only seven Bohe- 
mian works appear to have been issued from the press, among 
which was a Psalter and another New Testament. In 1488, 
after the foundation of a regular printing office, the whole Bohe- 
mian Bible was printed for the first time ; in the same year the 
History of Troy again, and the Roman chronicle; and in the fol- 
lowing year the first Bohemian almanac, and the Bible of Kut- 
tenberg. The subsequent editions belong, as to time, to the fol- 
lowing period ; but are given in the note below. 93 

81 See his HuiorU liieraJtwy ceske, etc. Prague 1825, p. 49, ®. 
Schaffarik agrees with him. Pelzel presumed that the letter of Hum, 
of 1459, was printed in some foreign country by a travelling Bohe- 
mian. 

M Other Bohemian Bibles are : Venice 1506, fol. Prague 1527, fbL 
ib. 1537, fol. Nurnberg 1540, foL Prague 1549, fol. ib. 1556—57. ib. 
1561 fol. the same edition with a new title, ib. 1570, fol. Kralic 
1579 — 98, 6 vols. sm. fol. prepared by the United Brethren, the fint 
from the original languages. Without place, 1596, 8vo. by the same. 
Without place 1613, fol. by the same. Prague 1613, fol. for the Utra- 
quists. Prague N. Test. 1677. Old. Test. 1712 — 15,3 vols. fol. for catho- 
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THIRD PERIOD. 

GeMM i|0 of the Bohemian Literature. From the diffusion of printing, aboot A. D. 1300, 
to tbo battb) at the White Mountain, A. D. 1690. 

It is chiefly for the sake of clearness and convenience, that 
writers on the literary history of Bohemia separate this period 
from the former ; in its character and its genius it was entirely 
the same. What the Bohemians bad acquired in the one, they 
possessed in the other ; what they had only aimed at in the for- 
mer, they reached in the latter; what had been the property of 
a few, was now augmented by an abundant harvest in their dili- 
gent hands, and enriched a multitude. But the objects, the 
stamp, the character, of both centuries were essentially the same. 
Literary cultivation, which during the sixteenth century was ev- 
erywhere else monopolized by the clergy and a few distinguish- 
ed individuals, was in Bohemia the common property of the 
people, who for the most part embraced the evangelical doctrines 
in their manifold, though but little differing shades. But although 
religion was to them the object of chief interest, it was yet far 
from occupying their minds exclusively. And this is the point, in 
which the history of the Bohemian reformation materially differs 
from that of the other protestant nations or sects. In other 
countries, reformers have usually been led by circumstances to 
shew themselves decidedly opposed to the cultivation of elegant 
literature and the fine arts ; they have destroyed or banished pic- 
tures, music, statuary, and every thing which they could in any 
way regard as worldly temptations to allure men from the only 
source of truth and knowledge ; nay, the more rigid and zeal- 
ous have sometimes gone so far as to look at the severe sciences 
themselves only in the light of handmaids to religion, and todeem 
a devotion to them without such reference as sinful worldliness. 
Of such fanaticism, we do not find a trace in the fathers of the 
Bohemian reformation, who were themselves men of high intel- 
lectual cultivation ; and even their most zealous followers kept 
themselves nearly free from it. If, as we have seen in the pre- 

lica. Halle 1722, 8vo. for protectants. Halle 1745, 8vo. for the same. 
Halle 1766, 8?o. for the same. Prague 1769—71, 3 vols, fol. for catho- 
lics. Prague 1778— 80, 2 vols. 8vo. for catholics. Pressburg 1786—87, 
8ro, for proteatants. Prague 1804, 8vo. for catholics. Berlin 1807, 
8ra. by the Bible Society. Pressburg 1808, 8vo. for protestants. 
Berlin 1813, by the. Bible Society. 
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ceding period, political, poetical, and religious subjects weremerg- 
ed in each other, it was only the necessary result of the confu- 
sion occasioned by the struggles of the time. Where one object 
is predominant, all others must naturally become subordinate; 
but wherever that which appears amiable only as the free tenden- 
cy of the whole soul, is exacted as a duty, a spiritual despotism 
is to be feared ; of which we find very little in the history of Bo- 
hemian literature. The classics never were studied with more 
attention and devotion, were never imitated with more taste. It- 
aly, the cradle of fine arts, and then the seat of general cultiva- 
tion was never visited more frequently by the Bohemian nobility, 
than when three fourths of the nation adhered to the protestant 
church. At the same time too when the Bohemian protestants 
had to watch most closely their religious liberties, and to defend 
them against the encroachments of a treacherous court, they did 
not deem it a desertion of the cause of religion to unite with the 
same catholics, whose theological doctrines they contested, in 
their labours in the fields of philology, astronomy, and natural 
philosophy. 

The extent of the Bohemian national literature increased dur- 
ing the sixteenth century so rapidly, the number of writers aug- 
mented so prodigiously, and the opportunities for literary culti- 
vation presented to the reading public by the multiplication of 
books through the press, became so frequent, that the difficulty 
of giving a condensed yet distinct picture of the time, is greatly 
augmented. A sketch of the political situation of the country 
may serve as a back ground, in order by its gloomy shades to 
render still brighter the light of a free mental developement 

After the death of George Podiebrad in 1471, the Bohemians 
—or rather the catholic party, after the pope had excommuni- 
cated this prince,— elected Vladislaus, a Polish prince, for their 
king, wbo like his son and successor Louis, united on his head 
the crowns of Hungary and Bohemia. The different evangeli- 
cal denominations were during these reigns in some measure tol- 
erated ; except that from time to time a persecution of one or 
another sect broke out, and again after a year or two was drop- 
ped, when the minds of the community had become somewhat 
pacified. It is a melancholy truth for the evangelical Christian, 
that at this time the most violent persecutors were to be found 
among the Calixtins or Utraquists. During the first years of 
the sixteenth century, persecution was mostly directed again* 
the United Brethren and their writings. The latter were bum- 
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ed, the former banished, until driven from place to place they 
found an asylum in the territory of some high minded noble- 
roan, where they established themselves anew, until after some 
years perhaps a new persecution began. Of a more revolting 
and bloody description were the measures directed principally 
against the Lutherans in the years 1522 — 26, in which the 
most shocking tortures were employed and several faithful Lu- 
therans and Picardites burned alive. During all this time the 
catholics and Calixtins exercised a severe censorship ; and it 
was ordained, that every individual who brought a new printed 
book into the city of Prague, must submit it to the revision of 
the consistory. These laws however were no better observed 
then all similar ordinances, when directly in opposition to the 
spirit of the age. Meanwhile the Calixtins and catholics, al- 
though writing against all the others, had their own mutual con- 
tests. When however the former caused a new edition of the 
Bible to be printed in the year 1506, 83 it was unanimously adopt- 
ed by the catholics also ; who, as is amusing to observe, did not 
notice that a wood cut is appended to the sixth chapter of the 
Apocalypse, in which the pope is represented in the flames of bell. 
Id the year 1526 king Louis died in the battle of Mohacz. 
According to a matrimonial treaty, he was succeeded by his 
brother in law, Ferdinand archduke of Austria, brother of the 
emperor Charles V. This prince was received by the Bohe- 
mians with reluctance as their king, and only on the condition, 
'insisted on by the estates, that he should subscribe the compact 
of Basle, by which their religious liberties were secured to them. 
So long as Ferdinand was occupied in Hungary against the 
Turks, all went well in Bohemia ; but when, in the war which 
followed the league of Smalkalde, (1547,) the protestants of 
tbis country refused to fight against their brethren, a new and 
unremitted persecution began against all who could in any way 
be comprised under the name of sectarians. The compact of 
Basle was strictly only in favour of the Utraquists or Calixtins ; 
the Lutherans and Taborites, or as they were then called, Unit- 
ed Brethren, as also the Picardites and Grubenheimer, were 
considered as sects, and did not belong to the indulged. 24 Their 

83 At Venice ; see the preceding note. Dobrovsky calls it a splen- 
did edition, and thinks the reason why the Bohemians had it printed 
at Venice was, that it could not have been executed so well in Bohe- 
mia, Gtsch. der bohm. Sprache, p. 343. 

94 The Picardites, or Picards, who are also called Adamites, exist- 
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churches were shut up, their preachers arrested, and all who 
did not prefer to exchange their religion for the Roman Catho- 
lic, were compelled to emigrate. The scene altered under 
Maximilian II, Ferdinand's successor, a friend of the Reforma- 
tion, and in every respect one of the most excellent princes who 
ever took upon himself the responsibility of directing the desti- 
nies of a nation ; to use Schafiarik's happy metaphor, the bene- 
fits of his administration fell on the field, which Ferdinand's 
strength had ploughed, like a mild and fertilizing rain. During 
his life, and the first ten years of his son Rudolph's reign, Bohemia 
was in peace ; the different denominations were indulged ; lit- 
erature flourished, and the Bohemian language was at the sum- 
mit of its glory. But we regret to add that the protestants, in- 
stead of improving this fortunate period, by uniting to acquire 
a legal foundation for their church instead of a mere indulgence 
depending on the will of the sovereign, lived in constant 
mutual warfare, and attempted only to supplant each other. An 
ordinance in 1586 against the Picardites, a name under which 
the Bohemian Brethren were then comprehended; and still 

ed as early as 1421, when Zizka crushed them, without annihilating 
them entirely ; the Utraquists detested them because they denied 
the doctrine of transubstantiation, although they agreed with them in 
their general principles. They were frequently confounded with 
the Taborites, among whom at last the remnants of them became lost 
The Grubenbeimer were the remnants of the Waldenses, who fled ID 
Bohemia in the middle of the 14th century ; where under persecu- 
tion and ridicule, they used to hide themselves in caves, and pits, 
Grvben ; hence their name. Under the shield of the Reformation 
they thought themselves safe, but met only with new oppressors 
and persecutors. There were numerous other sects, and still more 
different names of one and the same sect. A sect of the Taborites, 
for instance, founded by Nicholas Wlasenicky, were alternately 
. called Miculnssenci, (i. e. Nicolaites, the Bohemian form for Nicholas 
being Miculass,) or Jflasenilzi, from his name, Pecynoxothi, from the 
place of their meetings, and Plachtiwi^ i. e. the crying, from their man- 
ner. See Dob rov sky's Gesch, dtr bdhm. Sprache, p. 234. It may be 
the place here to remark, that the Calixtins or Utraquists, although at 
first decidedly against the infallibility of the pope, nevertheless in 
forming the compact of Basle, submitted in the main to the doctrine 
of Rome, with these four conditions ; viz. the free distribution of the 
Bible to the people ; the administration of the sacrament in both 
kinds ; reform of the clergy after the pattern of the apostles ; and 
punishment for u mortal sins' 9 in proportion to their enormity. 
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more the strict censorship introduced in 1605, first aroused them 
to unite their strength against oppression ; and in 1 609 they 
compelled the emperor to subscribe the celebrated Literae Imr 
peratoriae, or edict, by which full liberty in matters of religion 
was secured to them. During the rest of this period, the pro- 
testants remained the ruling party. The university if Prague, 
by the side of which from A. D. 1556 another of the Jesuits 
existed, was by that treaty given entirely into their hands. This 
institution, although in consequence of the foundation of so many 
similar schools it never recovered completely from the shock it 
received in 1410, and though for more than a hundred years it 
had been decidedly on the decline, yet rose in reputation to- 
wards the middle of the sixteenth century j and among the pro- 
fessors who filled its chairs, there were always celebrated names. 
Among the schools of a less elevated rank, those of the Bohe- 
mian Brethren at Bunzlau, Prerow, and other places, were dis- 
tinguished. 

Rudolph was a great patron of literature and science ; and 
was auite favourably disposed towards the Bohemian language. 
Nearly two hundred writers were numbered under his reign ; 
and among these many ladies and gentlemen of his court, of 
which Tytho Brahe, Kepler, and other scientific foreigners were 
the chief ornaments. £eal for the cultivation of their mother 
tongue, seemed to be the point in which all religious denomina- 
tions in Bohemia united. But during this century, as in the pre- 
ceding one, the language of the country existed only side by side 
with the Latin, which was still preferred by many, for the sake 
of a more general reputation. It became the chief object of other 
eminent men, to make their countrymen acquainted with the clas- 
sics in a Bohemian dress ; and to improve the language by a strict 
imitation of Latin and Greek forms. Among these a rich and 
noble citizen of Prague named George Hruby must be first 
named f* also Pisecky, d. 1511, who translated Isocrates* Epis- 
tle to Demonicus ; Nicholas Konac and Ulric of Welensky, the 
translators of Lucian ; Krupsky, of Plutarch; Ginterod, of Xen- 

86 His full name was George Hruby Gelensky. This patriotic and 
active individual translated and published a whole series of valuable 
books ; among which we mention only Petrarch's Letters, Cicero's 
Lffilius and Paradoxa, several works of Jovian, etc. Nicholas Konac 
followed in the same path. He translated the Bohemian History of 
Aeneas Sylvius, two dialogues of Lucian, etc. and wrote, edited, and 
printed other meritorious and elaborate works. 

Vol.IV. No. 15. 58 
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option's Cyropedia. Kocyn, celebrated for his eloquence and oth- 
er gifts, translated the ecclesiastical history of Eusebius and Cas- 
siodorus ; Orlicny, the Jewish wars of Josephus, several of the 
Latin classics, etc. 

When we consider this general seal for the cultivation of the 
language, it is a matter of surprise that the first Bohemian gram- 
mar should not be older than A. D. 1533. Its author was Be- 
nes Optat, who also translated Erasmus' paraphrase of the New 
Testament. Another grammar was published by Benesowsky 
in 1577, a third by the Slovak Benedict! in 1603. But the in- 
dividual to whom is justly assigned the chief merit in regard 
to the language, is Weleslawin, d. 1599, professor of history in 
the university of Prague, and the proprietor of the greatest print- 
ing establishment in Bohemia. Partly by his own works, origi- 
nal and translated, and among these three dictionaries for differ- 
ent purposes; partly by the encouragement he gave to other wri- 
ters, and the activity with which he caused works whether old or 
■ew deserving of a greater circulation, to be printed ; be acquir- 
ed a most powerful influence among his cotemporaries. 

The field however which was cultivated with the mostdiligenoe, 
was that of theology ; and fortunately, during this whole period, 
with an equal measure of talent and zeal. The writings of the Bo- 
hemian brethren, Thomas Prelavsky, Laureotius Kraaooitzky, 
and more especially of Lucas, belong partly to the former, partly 
to the present period. The latter was a most productive writer; 
and as being one of their best scholars, he was generally chosen 
to answer the charges made against the United Brethren, in learn* 
ed and elaborate pamphlets. 96 Several of the productions of the 
Brethren, mentioned in the former period, were written and 
printed in the beginning of this. Among these in 1508, Pro- 
copius' question, " Whether it is right for a Christian to compel in- 
fidels or heretics to embrace the true faith ?" is remarkable, as one 
of the earliest instances in which this position of intolerance was 
made the subject of public debate, or at least answered in the neg- 
ative. In 1563 the New Testament was first translated directly 

96 This venerable man was ten years president or bishop (Zprawce) 
of the United Brethren ; and his whole life appears to have been de- 
voted to religious purposes. He prepared the hymn book in use among 
all the cougregations of the Brethren ; wrote an interpretation of the 
Apocalypse, 1501 ; of the Psalms, 1505; a treatise on Hope, 1503; 
on Oaths etc. His writings, most of which are replete with erudition, 
are enumerated in Dohrovsky's Gtsch. dtr. bdhm. Soroche, pp. 238,239, 
372, 378, 379. 
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from the Greek, by J. Blahoslav, another president of the Bohemian 
Brethren, a man of profound erudition. The first translation of the 
whole Bible from the original languages, did not take place until 
several years later. The first edition of this splendid work, for 
which the patriotic and pious baron John of Z erotin expressly 
founded a printing office in his castle of Kralic in Moravia, and 
advanced money for all the necessary expenses, was printed in 
1579. This version is still considered, in respect to language* 
as a model ; and in respect to typography, as unsurpassed. On 
the fidelity of the translation and the value of the commentary-, 
Scbaf&rik remarks, that " they contain a great deal of that which, 
two hundred years later, the learned coryphaei of exegesis in 
our day have exhibited to the world as their own profound dis- 
coveries." The translators were Albert Nicolai, Lucas He- 
lie, Job. Aeneas, George Stryc, E. Coepolla, J. Ephraim, P. Jes- 
seohis, and J. Capho.— G. Stryc wrote also a good translation of 
the Psalms in rhyme, and several theological works. J. Wartow- 
sky likewise translated the Old Testament from the Hebrew 
and left it in manuscript ; but his version has never been publish-* 
ed. Of his translation of Erasmus 1 paraphrase of the gospels, 
only that of the gospel of Matthew has been printed. Among the 
Bohemian Brethren, Augusta surnamed Pileator,d. 1572, Stra* 
nensky, the above mentioned Blahoslav, Zamrsky, d. 1 592, were 
distinguished by profound erudition. They and many others wrote 
voluminous works on theological subjects, e. g. biblical researches, 
systematic divinity, sermons, etc. Several of these writers and abo 
many others, were authors of numerous religious hymns ; among 
which not a few are still considered as unsurpassed in any lan- 
guage. Nicholas Klaudian, who was at the same time physician, 
printer, and theologian, wrote an apology in favour of the Breth- 
ren. This individual, who, besides being the printer and editor 
of several medical works written by himself and others, was in 
part the translator of Seneca and Lactantius, has further the 
merit of having published in 1518 the first map of Bohemia, 
Luther's sermons and other writings were translated into Bohe- 
mian ; and the religious aflairs of Germany began to excite an 
intense interest among all classes. 

The theological productions of this period written by catho- 
lics — among which we distinguish the names Pisek surnamed 
Scribonius, Makawsky, and the Jesuits Sturm and Hostowin— 
are mostly of a polemical character ; while some also are trans- 
lations of the fathers, especially of Augustine's writings ; or orig- 
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ioal ascetic productions in the form of allegorical novels. Among 
the Utraquists several individuals were celebrated as preachers; 
above all Ctibor Kotwa. who was called the Bohemian Cicero, 
and Dicastus Mirkowsky. Others wrote theological treatises 
and interpretations of portions of the Scriptures. Such were Be* 
ransky, author of an interpretation of Daniel, of the gospels, the 
epistles, etc. Orlicny, or as he is called in Latin, Aquilt- 
nas, known chiefly as a translator of the classics ;* Tumowsky, 
a Slovak by birth ; Bydzowsky, Bilegowsky the writer of a Bo- 
bemian church history and of a history of the Hussites and 
Picardites ; Rwacowsky, jZeletawsky, Tesak author of many 
popular religious hymns ; Palma, who published towards twenty 
theological works ; Pes ina, Maurenin, and Borowsky, who wrote 
interpretations of the epistles and gospels ; Wrbensky author of 
a biblical Synopsis, a Hartaony, etc. Rosacius Susis ky, d'etio- 

Suisbed as a Latin poet ; Martin of Drazow, Jacobides Stribrsy, 
akesiusPrerowsky,f and others. 

There are few among the theological writers of this century,— 
of whom we have named perhaps the twentieth part,-— who have 
not left at least ten volumes of their own writings ; while maoy 
have reached twice, and some thrice the number. More than 
one third of the printed works in this department contain ser* 
moos. The eloauen.ee of the pulpit acquired a high degree of 
Cultivation ; and besides the two Utraquist preachers mentioned 
above, many other names were celebrated among them, b 
respect to erudition, however, the Brethren occupied decidedly 
the first rank. In religious hymns all sects were equally produo* 
tive ; and there are, as we have mentioned already, not a few 
among them of a high excellence. To the names of spiritual 
poets alluded to in the preceding paragraphs, we may here add 
the following ; Sobeslawsky Resatko, Gryllus, Herstein of Radow- 
esic, Horsky, Mart Pisecky, Taborsky, Sylvanus, a Slovak by 
birth and called by way of eminence Poeta Bohemicus, Chine* 
lowec, Mart. Philomusa, Karbberg, Hanus ; and more especial- 
ly Lomnicky, poeta laureatus, who is regarded as the first Bo- 
hemian poet of the age. 

These names comprise also nearly all we have to say of ibe 
state of Bohemian poetry in general. Not that some of tbera 
did not occasionally desert the sacred muse, and compose spe- 

* See page 450 above. 

t The five laal yienftoned were banished in 1681. 
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cimeafl of secular poetry ; for some of Lomnicky's larger and 
most celebrated works belong to this class, as may be seen by 
the titles ; e. g. * The arrows of Cupid,' ' The golden Bag,' etc.* 
But all that is of real poetical value, is of a religious character ; 
and bears too much the stamp of its age, to be relished at the 
present day. The secular poets of the time wrote, with a few 
exceptions, in Latin. 

Among the historians of merit we may name the following wri- 
ters of Bohemian history : Hagek of Libocan, Kuthen, Pro- 
copius Lupac, Paprocky a Pole who however wrote some 
of his works in the Bohemian language, Racownicky, and the 
above-mentioned Weleslawin and Bilegowsky. In respect to 
universal history, or that of other lands, we 6nd the names of Pla- 
cel, Sixt von Ottersdorf, Konstantinovic, Kocin, and others. This 
period is equally rich in valuable books of travels. Count Wratis- 
law of Mitrowic, d. 1635, described his interesting embassy from 
Vienna to Constantinople; C. Harant, a courtier and states- 
man, published his travels in Egypt and Palestine ; Prefat of 
Wlkmnow likewise gave a description of his journey from Prague 
to Palestine ; Charles of Zerotin, the son of the munificent pat- 
ron of the United Brethren, and like him their protector and 
friend, left letters and a description of his travels. 

Aa lawyers, orators, and political writers, the following named 
may be adduced : Baron Kocin of Kocinet, whom we have had 
occasion to mention repeatedly ; the counts Sternberg, Wratis- 
law of Mitrowic, and Slawata ; the latter known as one of the 
persons thrown from a lofty window of the castle by the 
violence of count Thurn — one of the introductory scenes of the 
thirty years' war ; Baron Budowec of Budow, equally excellent 
aa a Christian and a statesman, the protector and public defend- 
er of the Bohemian Brethren, and faithful to bis religious con- 
viction until his last breath ; Christopher Harant, another noble- 
man of great merit, whom we mentioned above as a distinguish- 
ed traveller. Both these last were executed in 1621. Writers 
of merit in the department of jurisprudence, were also the coun- 
sellors Ulric of Prostibof under Ferdinand I, Wolf of Wresowic, 

58 Simon Lomnicky of Budec was court poet ; and in addition to- 
the poetical crown, bis talents procured him a patent of nobility. He wrote 
twenty-eight volumes, most of which are printed. For more general: 
information respecting his works, and those of the other writers here 
mentioned, we must refer our readers to Jungniann's HUtorie libra- 
tuiy Cetke, Prague, 1835, and Scbaffarik's often cited work. 
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the chancellor Koldin, and others. Bat on topics like these, 
by far the greater number wrote only in Latin ; and these of 
course we do not mention here. 

Writers on the medical and natural sciences cannot well be 
separated here ; since in most cases the same individuals distin- 
guished themselves in the departments of medicine, astronomy 
and mathematics. The following, along with many others, are 
named with distinction : Th. Hagek, body physician of the em- 
perors Maximilian and Rudolph, and a celebrated astronomer ; 
Zelotyu, author of medical and mathematical works ; Zaluzan- 
sky, physician and naturalist, who anticipated the great Linnsns 
in his doctrine of the sexual distinction and impregnation of 
plants ; P. Codicillus, historian, philosopher, theologian and as* 
tronomer, who wrote on all these different subjects; Huber von 
Riesenbach, a physician and rector of the university of Prague; 
Sod, a celebrated astronomer ; and many more." 

The number of books printed during this period cannot well 
be ascertained; since by far the greater number were burned or 
otherwise destroyed in the dreadful catastrophe which signalized 
its close. Prague alone had eighteen printing offices ; and four- 
teen more existed in other places in Bohemia and Moravia. 
Besides these, many Bohemian books were printed at Venice, 
Nurnberg, Wittenberg, etc. and some in Holland and Poland. 

In J 6 17, the emperor Matthias succeeded in obtaining the 
crown of Bohemia for his nephew Ferdinand, archduke of Aus- 
tria. This was the signal for the catholics, in spite of the Lit- 
erate Lnperatoriae of the emperor Rudolph, to make new attempts 
for the suppression of the protestants. The Estates belonging 
to this denomination brought their complaint before the emperor, 
who gave them no redress; and thus the spark was kindled into 
flames, which for thirty years continued to rage throughout all 
Germany* At the death of Matthias in 1619, the Bohemians 
refused to receive Ferdinand II as their king, and elected the 
protestant palatine Frederic V, a generous prince, but incapable 
of affording them support. The battle at the White Mountain 
near Prague, in 1620, decided the destiny of Bohemia. Twen- 
ty-seven of the leaders of the insurrection were publicly exe- 
cuted ; sixteen were exiled or condemned to prison for life; 
their property, as also the possessions of seven hundred and 
twenty-eight noblemen and knights who had voluntarily acknow- 

* See tbe two works named in the preceding note. 
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ledged themselves to have taken part in the insurrection, and of 
twenty-nine others who had fled, was wholly confiscated ; and 
thus the amount of fifty-three millions of rix dollars transferred 
from protestant to catholic bands. The Literat Iwtperatoriae 
were annulled ; the protestant religion in Bohemia abolished ; 
and that kingdom declared a purely catholic hereditary mon- 
archy. All non-catholic preachers were banished ; thirty thou- 
sand families who preferred exile to a change of their religion, 
emigrated. Among them 185 were noble families ; the others 
artists, mechanics, merchants, and labourers. Yet in the villa- 
ges, among the woods and mountains, where neither soldier nor 
Jesuit bad penetrated, and there alone, many protestants remain- 
ed, buried in a fortunate obscurity. From the time of this catas- 
trophe, the Bohemian language has never again been used in pub- 
lic business. The thirty years' war completed the devastation 
ofthis unfortunate country. In 1617, Bohemia bad 732 cities 
aod 34,700 villages; when Ferdinand II died in 1637, there 
remained 130 cities and 6000 villages; and its three millions of 
inhabitants were reduced to 780,000. 

FOURTH PKftlOD. 

Proa the btttlo at the White Mountain, A. D. 1690, to the ReYiral or literature in 
A. D. 1774-80. 

Ofthis melancholy period we have but little to say. A dull pres- 
sure lay upon the nation ; it was as if the heavy strokes inflicted 
oo tbem had paralysed their very limbs. Innumerable monks 
came to Bohemia from Italy, Spain, and the south of Germany, 
who condemned and sacrificed to the flames every Bohemian 
book as necessarily heretical. There were individuals who boast- 
ed having burned with their own hands 60,000 literary works. 
They broke into private families, and took away whatever Bo- 
hemian books tbey could find. Those which they did not burn, 
were deposited in separate chambers in the convents, provided 
with iron grates, bolts, and chains drawn before the door, on 
which was written, The Hell. They distributed pamphlets re- 
specting hell and purgatory, the reading of which produced de- 
rangement of mind in many weak persons ; until at last the gov- 
ernment was wise enough to lay a severe prohibition upon these 
measures. The Bohemian emigrants indeed continued to have 
their religious books printed in their foreign homes ; but they 
wrote comparatively few new works. These however they con- 
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trived to introduce into Bohemia, where they were answered by 
the Jesuits and Capuchins in thick folio volumes, written to 
a language hardly intelligible. There were however some hon- 
ourable exceptions among these fathers ; some persons, who 
independent of religious prejudices continued to labour for the 
benefit of a beloved mother tongue. The Jesuits Konstaoz, 
Steyer, and Dracbovsky, wrote grammatical works, and the two 
first attempted to translate the Bible anew. Plachy, d. 1650, 
Libertin, and Taborsky, were distinguished preachers; Pesma, 
d. 1680, Haromerschmidt, d. 1731, and Beckowsky, d. 1725, 
wrote meritorious historical works; Rosa, d. 1689, composed 
another grammar and a dictionary. Others wrote in Latin ; 
and among these must be named the Jesuit Balbin, d. 1688, 
who prepared several historical and bibliographical works of 
importance, part of which however were not published until 
lone after his death. 80 

We turn once more to the unfortunate emigrants, and in 
the midst of the distress, privations, and sacrifices, which were 
the natural accompaniments of their exiled condition, we re- 
joice to meet with a name, which owes its splendour not alone 
to the general poverty of the period, but which outshines e?en 
the most distinguished of the former age, and is indeed the only 
one in the literary history of Bohemia, which has acquired an 
European fame. This is Comenius, the last bishop oi the Bo- 
hemian Brethren. Although he belongs partly to the former 
period, and, in respect to his style, decidedly to the golden age 
of the Bohemian literature, the time of his principal ac- 
tivity falls within this melancholy period. A few words may be 
devoted to the life of this remarkable individual. He was born 
A. D. 1592 in the village of Komna in Moravia. His baptismal 
names were John Amos ; his father bad probably no family 
name, as was frequently the case at that time among the lower 
classes throughout all Europe. According to the custom of the 
time, he was called Komnensky from his native place, the Lat- 
in form of which b Comnenius, or more commonly Comenios. 

30 Balbin was professor of rhetoric at Prague. His works are of 
importance for the literary history of Bohemia: Epitome rtr. Bohm. 
Prague 1677. Miscellanea hist. rtr. Bohtm. Prague 1680— 8a After 
his death Unger edited m 1777 — 80 his Bohemia docta, and Pelzel in 
1775 his Dis$trtaHo apologelica pro lingua Slavonica, pratcipne Bote- 
mica. See below under the fifth period of Bohemian Kterature, near 
the beginning. 
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His parents, who belonged to the community of the Brethren, 
sent him to school at Herborn. He distinguished himself so 
much as to be made rector at Prerau, when only twenty-two years 
old; and two years later was transferred to Fulnek. In 1618 
this latter city was plundered by the Spaniards, and Comenius 
lost all his books and other property. When the great persecu- 
tion of the protestants broke out, he fled to Poland. Here he 
found many of his countrymen, of the sect of the Brethren, 
whom the persecutions of the former century had already driv- 
en hither, and who had here gathered themselves into commu- 
nities essentially of the same constitution ; although in some 
measure they were amalgamated with the dissenters in Poland. 
In 1632 they elected him their bishop. In 1631 he published 
his Janua linguarum reserrata, a work which spread his 
fame over all the world, and which was translated into twelve 
European languages, and also into Persian, Arabian, and Mon- 
golian. His object in this work was to point out a new method 
of teaching languages, by which they were to be used as keys 
for acquiring other useful knowledge. In 1641 he was in- 
vited to England to prepare a new arrangement of the schools ; 
but the civil war having prevented the execution of this project, 
be went from England to Sweden, whither the chancellor Ox- 
enstiern had invited him for a similar purpose. After protract- 
ed journeys through half Europe, he returned to Lissa, the 
principal seat of his activity. In 1659 he published his Orbie 
pictus, the first picture book for children which ever appeared, 
and which acquired the same reputation as the work above 
mentioned. The war and the destruction of Lissa compelled 
him some years later to leave Poland ; he sought another asy- 
lum in Germany, and settled at length at Amsterdam, where he 
died in 1671, occupied with literary pursuits until his last hour. 
According to Adelung he wrote not less than ninety-two works, 
of which only fifty-four have come down to us ; and among 
these twenty are in the Bohemian language. His style has a 
classical perfection ; the contents of his works are manifold, and 
have mostly lost their interest for the present age. 31 In the last 

31 One of Comenius's works : Labitynt surieta a rag srdce, i. e. the 
World's Labyrinth and the Heart's Paradise, reminds us strongly of 
Banyan's celebrated Pilgrim's Progress. It was first printed at Prague 
1631, in 4to. and after several editions in other places, it was last 
printed at the same city in 1809, 12mo. His Latin works were print- 
ed at Amsterdam in 1657, under the tide Opera didacUca. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 59 
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years of his life, Comenius is said to have devoted himself to a 
mystical interpretation of the prophetic Scriptures ; he discovered 
in the Revelation of St. John the state of Europe, as it then was; 
awaited the millennium in the year 1672 ; and believed in the 
far-famed Bourignon, as in an inspired prophetess. 

A few names only among the emigrants require to be men- 
tioned as writers, after Comenius. They may find their place 
here : Paul Stransky, who was exiled in 1626 and found an 
asylum as professor at Thorn, wrote a history of Bohemia in 
Latin in 1643, which was translated and accompanied with sup- 
plements and corrections by Cornova, in 1792. Eisner, pastor 
of the Bohemian Brethren at Berlin, and Kleich at Zittau, print- 
ed works for religious instruction, devotional exercises for pro- 
testa nts, etc. 

The greater part of what was written during this period, pro- 
ceeded from the Slovaks in Hungary, a nation related to the 
Bohemians in race and language, who after the reformation 
had adopted the Bohemian dialect as their literary language.* 
Although also constantly struggling against oppression and per- 
secution, the protestants in Hungary were not formally annihilat- 
ed, as in Bohemia ; but belonged rather to the so called tolerat- 
ed sects. A certain degree of activity in behalf of their breth- 
ren in faith, was consequently allowed to them, especially under 
Maria Theresa. We meet among them with hardly any other than 
theological productions, or works for religious edification. The 
two pastors Krman and Bel, who both died towards tbe middle 
of the eighteenth century, men of no inconsiderable merit as 
Christians and as scholars, prepared a new edition of tbe Bohe- 
mian Bible, translated several works of Luther, Arndt, etc. 
Ambrosius, their cotemporary, wrote a commentary on Luther's 
catechism, and several other useful religious works ; G. Bahyl 
published an introduction to the Bible, a history of the symboli- 
cal books, and assisted Comenius in his Orbie pictvs ; Matthias 
Bahyl became the object of a cruel persecution, on account of a 
translation of Meissner's Consultatio orthod. defide Lutheran*, 
etc. Numerous religious hymns were written in Bohemian by 
Hruskowic, the two Blasius, Glosius, August'mi, and others. 
Michalides translated the Svtnmarivm biblicvm of the theolo- 
gians of Wittenberg ; and another protestant minister, Dolezal, 
wrote in 1746 a Bohemian grammar. But their books, with a 

* flee p. 423 above. 
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few exceptions, were little read beyond the frontiers of Hungary* 
and had consequently little or no influence on the Bohemians. 
The works written in the Siovakian dialect do not belong here. 



FIFTH PERIOD. 
Reriral of Bohemian Literatim, from A. D. 1774-80 to the prom* time. 

In A. D. 1774, the marshal count Kinsky published a work 
on the advantages and necessity of a knowledge of the Bohemi- 
an language. At that time so great was the neglect of the mother 
tongue, that even for a work of so patriotic a nature, he had to 
employ a foreign language in order to be understood ! One year 
later appeared an apology for the vernacular tongue of the coun- 
try, written by the Jesuit Balbin, and edited by Pelzel. These 
two writings created a deep sensation ; and even the govern- 
ment would seem to have taken notice of them. We find, at 
least, that in the same year, teachers of the Bohemian language 
were appointed in the university of Vienna and in two other in- 
stitutions in that city. At the same time, the royal normal 
school at Prague began to print several Bohemian books for in- 
struction. When the tolerant views and principles by which Joseph 
II was actuated, became known, more than a hundred thousand 
concealed protestants immediately appeared ; their bidden books 
were brought to light again ; and many works of which only sin- 
gle copies existed, were reprinted. In 1781 the severe edict of 
Ferdinand II was repealed, and a censorship established upon 
more reasonable principles. In 1786, the Bohemian language 
had gained friends enough to induce die government to institute 
a Bohemian theatre ; which, with a short interruption during the 
present century, has ever since existed. The Bohemian lan- 
guage has enjoyed still more encouragement during the reign of 
the present emperor of Austria. In 1793 a professorship for 
the language and literature of the country was founded in the 
university of Prague ; the use of that language in all the schools 
was ordained by several decrees of the government ; and by a 
law of A. D. 1818, a knowledge of it is made a necessary quali- 
fication for holding any office. 

In the very outset of this revival of Bohemian literature there 
appeared so great a multitude of writers, such habits of diligence 
and productiveness were immediately manifested throughout the 
whole nation, and such a mass of respectable talent was brought 
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to light, that the long interval of a dull and deathlike silence, 
which preceded this period, presents indeed an enigma difficult 
to be solved. No small influence may be Ascribed to Germany. 
The principles of the government were changed ; the country, 
physically as well as morally exhausted, could recover but grad- 
ually ; but all this could not create talents where there were none ; 
nor could all external oppression and unfavourable conjunctures 
destroy the germs 01 real talent, if they had been there. 
The list of modern Bohemian writers of merit is very extensive ; 
but we must be satisfied with bringing forward the most distin- 
guished of them, and refer the reader to works less limited than 
these pages, where he may find more complete information. 

Among those whose desert is the greatest in respect to the 
revival of Bohemian literature, Kramerius, b. 1753, d. 1808, 
must be named first. He was one of those indefatigable and 
creative minds, which never sleep, never lose a moment, and by 
a restless activity and happy ingenuity know how to render the 
difficult easy, — the apparently impossible, practicable. From 
the year 1785, he was editor of the first Bohemian newspaper; 
from 1788, of the annual called the Toleranz Kalender, or 
Almanac of Toleration ; and published besides this more than 
fifty works, written by himself and others, but accompanied with 
notes or commentaries of his own. None of his productions 
surpassed mediocrity ; but according to the best judges, they 
were well and perspicuously written ; they became popular and 
exerted a very favourable influence. 

As literary historians, Slavic philologians and antiquaries, Pel- 
zel, Prochazka, Durich, Puchmayer, Negedly, Jungmann, Tom- 
sa, Hanka, and above all Dobrovsky, must be distinguished. 
One of the principal merits of most of these scholars consists in 
their preparing for print and editing valuable old manuscripts; 
or in the judicious commentaries which they added to new edi- 
tions of ancient works already printed. Pelzel we have nam- 
ed above as the editor of the writings of the Jesuit Balbin. 
Most of his works are in German, but some also in Bohemian. 
In 1804 Prochazka and Durich translated the Bible for catho- 
lics ; the former had already translated the New Testament in 
1 786. His principal labours besides this, were in the depart- 
ment of history. Durich wrote in Latin ; but his researches 
were nevertheless devoted to the Bohemian language and his- 
tory. Tomsa and Negedly have written Bohemian grammars, and 
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several other Slavic-philological works and essays. 38 Puchmay- 
er published a large collection of poetry, 33 consisting partly of 
his own productions, a token of the reviving poetical genius of 
the nation, which had slept for centuries ; his elaborate Russian 
grammar is also a valuable contribution to Slavic literature 
in general. Joseph Jungrnann, besides a translation of Cha- 
teaubriand's Atala and of Milton's Paradise Lost, which Bow- 
ring calls " the roost admirable among the many admirable ver- 
sions of that renowned and glorious heroic,"* has written many 
important essays scattered in periodicals ; and also published in 
1820 a Bohemian chrestomathy, in 1825 a history of Bohemian 
literature, and in 1830 — 31 a complete dictionary of that lan- 
guage. Hanka, librarian at Prague, has made himself particu- 
larly known by critical editions of valuable writings out of the 
golden age of Bohemian literature. In 1817 be was so fortu- 
nate as to discover a manuscript of high importance, as well in 
a philological respect, as for its intrinsic poetical value ; which 
he published in 1819 with a modern Bohemian translation, and 
also a German translation by Swoboda. 34 He has written sever- 
al works, and also essays in periodicals, of a bibliographical and 
antiquarian character. Joseph Dobrovsky, born in 1753 in 
Hungary, but of Bohemian parents, d. 1829, is called the patri- 
arch of the Slavic literature, and was one of the profoundest schol- 
ars of the age. His merits in regard to Slavic philology and 
history are so generally acknowledged, and we have so often 
bad occasion to cite his name in these pages, and to refer the 
reader to his authority, that without attempting to present a crit- 
ical view of one, or an analysis of another of his works, we are 
contented to give in a note the title of his principal works. We 
are the more willing to adopt this course, because the most of 
his works form in a certain measure one great whole and mutu- 
ally supply each other ; and because too, the author having in 
part first explored unknown regions, and having of course 

39 J. Negedly translated the Iliad, and also Young's Night 
Thoughts under the name of Kurileni, Lamentations. He and his 
brother Adalbert are also favourably known as lyric poets. 

33 In the year 1795 ; the fifth and last volume appeared in 1804. 
Bowring has given several specimens of this collection in the For. 
Quart. Review, Vol. II. p. 145. 

• For. Quart. Review, Vol. II. p. 1G7. 

34 The celebrated manuscript of Koniginbof ; sec note 8. 
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sometimes found it necessary to retract hypotheses started in 
his earlier writings, his works cannot well be separated. He 
wrote mostly in German ; sometimes in Latin ; while com- 
paratively very few of his numerous books are in the Bohemian 
language. In this way only could they gain that kind of univer- 
sality which the subject required, and which has so much 
contributed to promote the cause of Slavic literature in gen- 
eral. 35 

There were also some scholars among the Slovaks, who aid- 
ed the same cause with diligence and talent. Leska, d. 1818, 
published from 1785 onward the first Slovakian newspaper, and 
was a diligent and judicious compiler in respect to Slavic lexico- 
graphy. Palkowic published a Bohemian dictionary, and pre- 
Eared in 1808 a more correct edition of the Bible. Placby, 
esides many volumes of prose and poetry, published a valuable 
periodical ; Schrarako wrote some philological works, etc. 

After the collection of poetry by Puchmayer above alluded 
to, several others of a miscellaneous kind appeared ; poetry 
having been hitherto limited almost exclusively to religious pur- 

Eoses. Kamaryt, Palacky, Chmelensky, Zdirad Polak, Cela- 
owsky, Snaidr, Hnewkowsky, Turinsky, Sir, are favourably 
known as poets. A. Marek has translated several dramas of 
Shakspeare ; Machacek, several from Goethe ; Klic pera, Stepa- 
nek, and Sychra, are esteemed dramatic writers. Among the 
Slovaks, Holli translated the Latin and Greek elegiac poets; 
Rosnay, Anacreon ; and Kollar, who imitates Petrarch, and 
personifies Slavonia his country as his Laura, manifests a poeti- 
cal talent of the very first order. 36 The most interesting work 
however for the friends of poetry, is a collection of popular 

35 Dobrovaky's principal works are the following: Script rtr. Bohm. 
(with Pelzel) Prague 1784. Bohm. and Mdhr. Literatur, Prague 1779 
—84. LU. Magazin fur Bohmen und M&hrtn, 1786 — 87. LU. Ate*- 
richien von einer Reise nach Schtceden und Russland, Prague 1796. 
Gtschichte dor bohm. Sprache und Lit. Prague 1792 ; new edition much 
altered, ib. 1818. Statin, Prague 1808. Movanha, Prague 1814—15. 
Lehrgebdude der bdhm. Sprache, Prague 1809, 1819. Etymologic**, 
Prague 1813. Deutsch-bohm. W6rterb. 1802— 21. biMitutiona Lot- 
gwt Slav. Vienna 1822. CyrW und Method, Prague 1823. Also a large 
number of smaller treatises, essays, reviews, etc. either printed separ- 
ately, or in periodicals. 

36 For several beautiful specimens of this poet, see Bowring's Es- 
say on Bohemian literature, in the For. Quart. Review, Vol. II. 
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songs, by Celakowsky, which contains a very judicious selection 
of that inimitable species of songs gathered not only from the 
Bohemians, Moravians, and Slovak ians themselves, but also 
translations from most of the other Slavic dialects. The reader 
may himself imagine, howfrich in songs so musical a people must 
be. 3 * 

In the department of natural science are to be mentioned, 
Prest, count Berchtold, Strnad, Sedlacek, Wydra, etc. Others, 
Bohemians by birth, have written in German, e. g. Haenke, Sie- 
ber, etc. etc. Count Buquoy also is of Bohemian origin. — 
Writers of merit on moral and religious subjects are, Rauten- 
kranz, Zahradnik, Parizek and others. The Slovak Bartholo- 
raaeides, a distinguished scholar, has written several useful works 
on various topics. — Periodicals full of learned researches and va- 
riety of interest were edited, Dobroslaw by Hromadko and Zie- 
gler, Krok by Pest, etc. Among the highest nobility the na- 
tional language found powerful patrons, and in the establishment 
of a national Museum, a Bohemian Academy of Sciences, 
and similar patriotic institutions, the national literature received 
great encouragement. The names of the counts K. Sternberg 
and Kolowrath-Liebsteinsky must be mentioned here. But the 
state of the country is nevertheless far from what it ought to be. 
The sovereignty of the German language is probably established 
forever. The present literature of Bohemia, is as Jungmann ex- 
presses it, " the produce of a few enthusiasts, who, exposing them- 
selves to the hatred of their enemies and the Jngratitude of their 
countrymen, have devoted themselves to the resuscitation of a 
language, which is neither living nor dead." It is justly to be 
feared that their strength will not hold out to struggle against 
the torrent of time, which in its resistless course overwhelms the 
nations, and only throws their vestiges in scattered fragments on 
the banks, as feeble memorials to shew to an inquiring posterity 
that they once existed. 38 

37 The title of this work is Slowanske narodni pisne, Prague 1823, 
1827. A similar collection is ceske narodni pisnc, by Hitter von Rit- 
tersberg, Prague 1825. Bowring gives some interesting specimens 
from the former. For. Quart. Rev. Vol. II. 

38 For more complete information in respect to Bohemian litera- 
ture, a knowledge of one of the Slavic idioms or of the German lan- 
guage is absolutely required ; we know of nothing written on this sub- 
ject in the English language, except the article of Bowring so often ci- 
ted, which gives an able survey of the poetical part of the literature, 
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II. Language and Literature of the Slovaks* 

The northwestern part of Hungary is inhabited by the Slovaks, 
a Slavic nation, who appear to be the direct descendants of the 
original Slavic settlers in Europe* Numerous colonists of the 



but does not profess to cover the whole ground. Besides the 
ous works of Dobrovsky, we would refer our readers to the following 
books: Ijffigies virorum eruditorum Bohem. ei Morav. etc. by Voigt sod 
Braun, in German by Pelzel, Prague, 1773 — 82. Balbini Bohm* 
docta, see note 30. Procbazka de Secularibus liberal, art. in Bohm. et 
Morav. 1782. Also his MisccUaneen der bdhrn. und mdhr. Lit. Prague 
1784 — 5. Rulika Ucena Cechic, Prague 1807 — 8. Nowotneho Luzc 
Btbliotheca ceskych Biblu Prague 1810 — 18. Jungmann's /fotorieltf- 
eratury Ce$ke, Prague 1825. Schaffarik's Gtschichte der Slavisdun 
Spracht und IAteratur. The grammatical and lexical part of the Bo- 
hemian literature is uncommonly rich, and exhibits no small mass of 
talent. We confine ourselves to citing the tides of those written in 
German or Latin. No helps in English or French for learning the 
Bohemian language, so far as we know, ever existed. — Grakiuis. 
Kurze Unterweisung beyder Sprachen, teutsch und bohmisch, Pilsen 1531 
and several later editions. Klatowsky Bohmisch-deutsche Getprdcht, 
Prague 1540, and several later editions. B. Optat Anleiiung zur bohm. 
Orthogr. etc. 1533, Prague 1588 and 1643. Benesowsky Gram. Bo- 
hem. Prague 1577. Benedict a Nudozer Gram. Bohem. Prague 1608. 
Drachowsky Gramm. Bohem, Olmiitz 1660. Constantin's Lima /w- 
gmae Bohem. Prague 1667. Principia linguae Bohem. 1670 — 80; new 
edition 1783. Jandit Gramm. ling. Bohem. Prague 1704, seven new 
editions to 1753. Dolezal Gramm. Slavico-bohem. Pressburg 1746L 
Pohl Bohmische Sprachkunst, Vienna 1756, five editions to 1783. Tbtm 
Btihm. Sprachlehre, Prague 1785 ; also his Bdhrn. Grammatik, 1798— 
1804. Pelzel GrundsOtze der bohm. Spracht, Prague 1797—08. Neged- 
ly Bdhrn. Grammaiik, Prague 1804, fourth edition 1830. Dobrovsky's 
Lehrgebdude der bohm. Sprache, Prague 1809, second edition 1819. — 
Dictionaries. Of these we mention only such as would aid persons 
who wish to learn the language so far as to read Bohemian books ; re- 
ferring the reader for an enumeration of the others to Schafiarik, p. 
301. Weleslawin Sylva quadrilinguis, Prague 1598. Gazophyiacium 
bohem. lot. graec. germ. Prague 1671. Rohn Bdhmisch-laL deutseher 
Nomenclator, Prague 1764—68. Tham Bohmisch-deutsche* JVationd- 
Itxicon, Prague 1805 — 7. Also his Deutsch-bdhmisches und BdhmMir 
deutsches Taschenworterbuch, Prague 1818. Tomsa Bohm. deuUch-laL 
Wdrterbuch, Prague 1791. Palkowic Bdhmisch-dcuUch-laUinuches 
Wbrterbuch, Pressburg 1821. 
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same race are scattered all over the other parts of that country. 
The Byzantine historians, and, somewhat later, the Russian an- 
nalist Nestor, speak of the region on the north of the Danube 
as being the primitive seat of the Slavi. In early times the Sar- 
matae limigantes or Jazyges metanastae, nomadic tribes between 
the Danube and the Theiss, whose name indicates incontestibly 
their having been Slavi, 39 are mentioned as having troubled the 
Byzantine empire. But they soon disappear entirely from histo- 
ry, and it is not before the ninth century, when they were already 
Christians, that we meet them again. At that time Slovakia, in 
Slavic Slovansko, viz. the regions adjacent to the two rivers Waag 
and Gran, reappears as an ingredient part of the ephemeral 
kingdom of Great Moravia. The rest of Pannonia was inhabit- 
ed by other Slavic tribes, by Bulgarians, Rumelians and Kha- 
zares. In A. D. 894, the Madjares conquered Pannonia, 
drove back the Slovaks into the mountains, and made them tribu- 
tary ; whilst they themselves settled on the plains. But although 
the Slovaks appear to have submitted to their fate, and to have 
thenceforth lived on good terms with their conquerors, it can- 
not unconditionally be said that the two nations were merged in 
eacn other; since, even after nearly a thousand years have passed, 
they still speak different languages. The Madjares learned the 
arts of peace from the Slavi ; who, besides being already Chris- 
tians, had built many cities, and were mechanics, traders, agri- 
cukurists. All words and terms relating to these occupations, 
the Madjares had to obtain from them. The Slovaks on their 
side lost their national existence in that of their Asiatic conquer- 
ors, entered into their ranks as soldiers, and participated thence- 
forward in all their fortunes ; but the influence of the Madjares 
on their language could be only inconsiderable, since the circle 
of new ideas which the Slovaks bad to receive in exchange from 
them, barbarians as they were, could be only very limited. The 
iaoguage however is the only remnant of their national existence, 
which the Slovaks have preserved ; in every other respect they 
belong to the Hungarian nation, of which they form an ingredi- 
ent part, as the Madjares form another ; and on the glory of 
whose valiant deeds they have an equal claim. 

Hungary, traversed by two large rivers, the Danube and the 
Theiss, is divided into four great circles, usually called this side 

39 See Schlozer's edition of Nestor, Vol II. p. 76, 97. Jazyh 
ngnifies in Slavic, lingua, tongue. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 60 
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the Danube and beyond the Danube, this aide the Tbeigs and 
beyond the Theiss. The circle this side the Tbeigs is the prin- 
cipal seat of the Slovaks. The counties Trencein, Tburocs, 
Arva, Liptau, and Sohl, are entirely inhabited by tbero, amount- 
ing to about 550,000 in number. In the other counties of the 
same circle they live more mingled with Russniaks and Madjt- 
res; and together with the numerous Slovakish settlements which 
are scattered over all Hungary, are computed in all at about 1*600, 
000. About 1,300,000 of them are catholics, and the i 
ing 500,000 protestants. 

The Slovakish language, exposed through the geograp 
situation of the nation, to the influence of various other Slavic 
idioms— -as the Polish, Bohemian, Malo-Russian, Servian, tad 
Vindish — is more broken up into different dialects than perhaps 
any living tongue. In its original elements it is very nearly relat- 
ed to the Old Slavic language j 40 a fact which is easy to be ex- 
plained, when we consider that the developement of this language 
must have been the result of the primitive cultivation of the Sh- 
vi ; and that the region about the Carpathian mountains, the sett 
of the ancient as well as of the present Slovaks, was the cradle of 
all the Slavic nations which are now spread over the whole of 
eastern Europe. Of all living Slavic tongues, the Bohemian b 
the nearest related to the Slovakish, especially as it appears in 
the oldest Bohemian writers; a circumstance which induced 
Dobrovsky at first to consider both languages as essentially the 
same ; or rather to maintain, that the Slovakish was nothing 
more than Old Bohemian. But after entering more deeply 
into the subject, he found reason to regard the Slovakish idiom 
as a separate dialect, which forms the link of connexion between 
the Bohemian and Croatian-Vindish dialects, or between the two 
principal divisions, the Eastern and Western stems, of the great 
Slavic family.* 

To enumerate the features by which the Slovakish dialects 
are distinguished from the other Slavic languages, would oblige 

40 We have seen in the History of the Old Slavic language, that on 
account of the great similarity between the old Slavic and the Sknra- 
fciah dialects, both in respect to form and grammatical structure ana* in 
the meaning of words, it has been maintained by several philologists, 
that the language of Cyril's translation of the Bible was in the transla- 
tor^ time the Moravian Sfovakian dialect See p. 346 above. 

* See p. 413 above. 
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m to enter more into detail than would be acceptable to per- 
sons not acquainted with any of them ; as we may suppose to 
be the case with most of our readers. Besides, most 01 the pe- 
culiarities which could he alleged as general characteristics, are 
contradicted by so many single cases, that all general rules 
wood be in danger of being rendered void by a plurality of ex- 
ceptions. The only thing which the Slovaks have not in com- 
mon with any of the other Slavic tongues, is a variety of dipb- 
thongswbere all the rest have simple vowels; e. g. Icuon, horse, 
for icon ; lievc, light, for lue , etc. In the counties situated on 
the frontiers of Galicia, the Slovakish language participates in 
many of the peculiarities of the Polish tongue ; on the frontier of 
Moravia, the dialect of the people approaches nearer to the ver- 
nacular idiom of that province, and consequently to the Bohemian, 
which has been adopted as their own literary language. On the 
Slovaks who live more in the interior of the country, the influence 
of the Madjares, or of the Transylvanian-Germans, or of the 
Russniaks, or of the Servians, is more or less prominent, ac- 
cording to their location. The less exposed to the influence of 
other races, the purer of course has the proper Slovakian idiom 
been preserved. But even in its purest state, it has, as we men- 
tioned above, a strong and decided resemblance to the Bohe- 
mian tongue; from which it is however distinguished by a more 
harmonious and pleasing sound ; its vowels being fuller and oc- 
curring more frequently. But a peculiarity which distinguishes 
it more materially, is a treasure of words and phrases obsolete 
or entirely unknown in the present Bohemian language ; although 
they were to be found in the old Bohemian, and are so still, in 
part, in the Old Slavic, Russian, and Vindish dialects. Scbafia- 
rik mentions that G. Rybay, a minister in the county of Bac, who 
possessed many valuable manuscripts, had collected 1 5,000 words 
for a Slovakish Idioticon, and that it would be easy to enlarge 
this number. 41 

The Slovakish language has never been a literary language ; 
the first attempt to render it so, with a few trifling exceptions, 
was made about forty years ago ; but the opposition which it 
met with from the literati who had already adopted the kindred 
Bohemian tongue for their literary language, together with the 

41 GtschichU der slavischen Sprache, etc p. 377. G. Palcowic , who 
bought this manuscript, has inserted a large number of Slovakish 
provincialisms in his Bohemian dictionary. 
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political obstaafar which it bad to encounter froraihe jeakany of 
the Madkures, sedans to have been too strong to be conquered 
Indeed, m consequence of this jealousy of the Madjares, the 
Slovakish langoage is so far oppressed, that even « the high* 
sehoofa of the Slovaks tbemselvw this language ia not penmttei 
10/ coostkote a brasel of instruction, like the Hungarian and 
Ijatin, Schafiarik thinks it probable, that in ancient times ths 
vernacular tongoe of the counties inhabited by Slovaks was used 
in public documents *od siraifar writings; and that such his- 
torical moooments must be buried in the libraries and archives 
of the catholic archbishops, noblemen, and cities. 48 Bat this 
subject has never been sufficiently etammed. Even the bisio* 
*icel popular songs, which about fifty years ago were still to be 
iieard among the Slorakian peasants, and some of which appear*) 
have been derived even from the pagan period, have perished, 
with the exception of a few initial verses* 43 There is no trace 
known to be left of the mental existence of this nation of needy 
two millions of souls, until the middle of the fifteenth century; 
At that time a great body of Hussites, who were exiled 6am 
Bohemia, broke into Upper Hungary, and under the eondoctof 
{riskre von Brandeis, were hired by the queen Elizabeth agakot 
the rival Polish-Hungarian monarch Vladislaus, afterwards 
king of Bohemia. The Bohemian soldiers were accompanied 
by their wives and children, and settled finally in different parts 
of Hungary. Other Taboritic colonists followed tbem, and 
amalgamated gradually with the Slovaks, among whom tbey 
principally established themselves. It is probable that at tb» 
Vime the Slovaks became familiar with the Bohemian as a lit* 
erary language, which from its kindred genius and its simi- 
larity of forms was perfectly intelligible, and must have been 
highly acceptable to tbem. When the doctrines of the German 
reformers penetrated into Hungary, they found the Slovaks alt 
ready so well prepared, that those doctrines were at once spread 
Among the people by numerous books written by Siovakian 
clergymen in the Bohemian language. The Bible and the lib 

49 See the same work, p. 881. 

43 More modern Slovakish popular songs are to be found in Cela- 
kowsky's collection, see above, p. 462 sq. and in the work : PMt 
Hoiittke hduHowenskeho u> Uhrich, Pesth 1823. The collection : SUh 
vischt VolksUtdcr, by Wenzig, Halle 1830, contains sixteen Slovakish 
songs, mostly taken from Celokowsky's work in a German transbtioo. 
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mrgical boohs were written and printed in Bofaemim ; and ma»y 
Bohemians mod Moravians came into Hungary as preachers and 
teachers. Thus the dominion of the Bohemian language over 
the pulpit, and, since all the Slovakian writers of this period 
were clergymen, in the republic of letters also, was established 
amoog the Sfovaks without struggle. There is nothing known 
of any catholic Slovakish writers at this period ; if there wens 
any, they probably followed the beaten track and wrote also in 
Bohemian or in Latin. But the produce of the literary culti- 
vation of the Slovaks during the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies, is at most but small; for the times appear to have been 
too heavy, and men's minds too much oppressed, for a free de- 
velopement of their powers. The civil wars, the devastations 
oft tbe Tories, the religious controversies, and after the battle at 
A* White Mountain, religious oppression and persecution, chas- 
ed the peaceful muses from Pannonia and pot tbe genius of the 
people in chains. All the productions of these two centuries, 
with a few exceptions, are confined to theology, and are mostly 
sermons, catechisms, devotional exercises, or religious hymns. 
Scfcaiarik observes that from these latter there speaks a mel- 
ancholy gloomy spirit, crying for divine aid and deliverance. 44 
Those Slovakian writers who in any measure distinguished 
themselves, have been enumerated under their proper heads in 
our sketch of the Bohemian literature.* 

The Bohemian dialect, as we have mentioned repeatedly, is 

Crfectly intelligible to the Slovaks. But as it is not to them the 
guage of common conversation, it cannot be familiar to their 
minds. If, in listening to their preachers in the churches, tbe 
people succeed in straining up their minds sufficiently to enable 
them to follow tbe course of the sermons and devotional exercises, 
it still seems rather unnatural that even their prayer books, des- 
tined for private use, should not be written in their vernacular 
tongue ; but that even their addresses to the Most High, which 
more than anything else should be the free and natural effusions 
of their inmost feelings, should require such an intellectual exertion 
and an artificial transposition into a foreign clime. It is a singu- 
lar fact, that whilst everywhere else protestantism and the 
i$ of tbe Bible have advocated and attempted to raise tbe 
Bt of the people, in opposition to a privileged idiom of tbe 
i, among the Slovaks the vindication of the vernacular 

lK * See Oesckichle der si. Spr. p. 383. • 458, A&L 
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tongue has been attempted by the catholics, and has met with 
strong opposition from the protestants. In the year 1716, Alex. 
Macsay, a catholic clergyman, published sermons 8tTynnu, 
written in the common Slovakian dialect. The Jesuits of Tyr- 
nau followed his example, in publishing books of prayers and 
several other religious works, in a language which is rather a mix- 
ture of the dialect of the people and the literary Bohemian lan- 
guage. During the last ten years of the eighteenth century, a 
more successful attempt was made to elevate the Slovakian dia- 
lect spoken on the frontiers of Moravia, and which approaches 
the Bohemian language most, to the rank of a literary language. 
At the head of this undertaking were the catholic curates Bajza, 
Fandli, and Bernolak, especially the last. A society was form- 
ed, the members of which bound themselves to buy the books 
written in Slovakish by Bernolak and his friends. The catho- 
lics proceeded in the work with great zeal and activity, and were 
Eatronized by the cardinal Rudnay, primate of Hungary, who 
imself published some of his orations held in the Slovakian dia- 
lect, and caused a voluminous Slovakish dictionary, a posthu- 
mous work of Bernolak's, to be printed. 45 A version of the Bi- 
ble in the same dialect, made by the canon G. Palkowic, who is 
also the author of the fourth volume of the above dictionary, was 
printed in the year 1831. 

The protestant Slovaks, who several centuries ago had al- 
ready acquired by their own contributions the right of citizens in 
the Bohemian republic of letters,— especially during the course 
of the seventeenth century, when most of the native Bohemians 
had been banished from it, — feared to endanger the cause of lit- 
erature itself by innovations of this kind. They too united them- 
selves into a society, and founded a professorship of Bohemian- 
Sfovakian literature at the Lyceum of Pressburg, which was oc- 
cupied by another 6. Palkowic, honourably mentioned in oor 
History of Bohemian literature. 46 The number of protes- 



41 The same individual, who caused the Dalmatian Bible to be 
printed ; see p. 405 above. 

46 These two individuals of the same baptismal and family names, 
George Palkowic, both following the same pursuits and both not with- 
out desert in respect to their couutrymen, but nevertheless serving 
opposite interests according to their different views, must not be con- 
founded. Professor Palkowic prepared a new edition of the Bohe- 
mian Bible for the Slovaks ; see p. 462 above. Canon Palkowic trans- 
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Uat Slovaks being comparatively small, this .institution was 
not sustained longer than tea years* The names of the priocir 

CI Slovakish-Bohemiao writers during this and the lost century, 
ve been given above. 47 We add here those of Bartholomae- 
ides, Tablic, Lowicb, and Moschotzy* themselves writers of 
merit, or promoters of literature and science* 

Many among the Slovaks, like their brethren the Madjares, 
have received a German education ; and some indeed have ad« 
vaoced far enough to have that language at command. For the 
sake of more fame or a larger field of influence, they mostly pre- 
fer to write in German. Of these we adduce here only the au- 
thor of the History of the Slavic Language and Literature, so often 
cited in our pages, Schafiarik, professor at Neusatz; who in 
choosing the German language as bis vehicle, has only followed 
the example of the two greatest Slavic authorities, Dobrovskv and 
Kopitar. His work, however, although in other respects justly 
considered as a valuable contribution to German literature, has 
contributed more than all others to a knowledge of the Slavic 
literature in general, and of the classification and mutual rela- 
tions of the Slavic languages. 48 



III. History of the Polish Language and Literature* 

The regions of the Baltic and Vistula, after the Goths and 
Vandals had finally left them, were occupied, towards the fourth 
century, by the Lettonians and Lithuanians, who are according 
to some historians Slavic, and according to others Finnic-Scythic 
tribes. 4 * Other parts of the country were inhabited by the An- 

kted the Scriptures into the Slovakian dialect Professor P. publish- 
ed a Bohemian dictionary, see pp. 462, 464. Canon P. the fourth vol- 
ume of Bernolak's Slovakian lexicon, as said in the text above. 

47 See p. 458, 462. * See more in the Appendix. 

48 There does not yet exist a philological work, from which a com- 
plete knowledge of the Slovakian language in its different dialects 
could be obtained. The following works of Bernolak regard chiefly 
the Slovakish -Moravian dialect : Grammatica Slavica, Posonii 1790, 
Dissertaiio de Uteris Slavorum, Posonii 1783. Etyinologia vocum Stavi- 
corum, Tyrnau 1791. Lexicon Slav. Lot. Germ. Hung. Buda 1825. 

49 See above, p. 334. On the origin of these tribes, which seem to 
have been kindred nations with the ancient Lhronians, Esthoniana, and 
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tei tod Lygiaos, nations of the Slavic race, who at tbe genera) 
migration of nations turned themselves, the latter towards the 
west, and the former southwards, where they settled in Walachia* 
All these tribes and many more were by the ancients comprised 
under the name of Sarmatae. In the sixth, or according to oth- 
ers, in the seventh century, the Lekhes, a people kindred to the 
Tchekhes, who were urged forwards by the Bulgarians, settled 
on the banks of the Vistula and Varta. Lekh (Lech, Ljach) 
signified in old Bohemian a free and noble man, and bad tins 
meaning still in the fourteenth century. The Lekhes were di- 
vided into several tribes, of which, according to Nestor, at first 
only those who settled on the vast plains, polie, of the Ukraioe, 
were called Polyane, Poles, i. e. inhabitants of tbe plain. The 
tribes which occupied Masovia were called Masowthane ; tbe 
Lekhes who went to Pomerania, Pomoriane, etc. Tbe spe- 
cific name of Poles, as applied to all the Lekhish tribes together, 
does not appear until tbe close of the tenth century, when the 
generic appellation of Lekhes or Ljaches had perished. In the 
year 840, the chiefs of the different tribes united themselves un- 
der one common head ; at that time they are said to have cho- 
sen a husbandman by the name of Pjast for their duke, and tbe 
male descendants of this, their first prince, lived and reigned not 
less than six hundred and thirty years. From Germany and 
Bohemia Christianity was carried to Poland by catholic priests, 
probably as early as the ninth century. In the beginning of tbe 
tenth, some attempts were made to introduce the Slavic liturgy 
into Poland. Both species of worship existed for some time 
peacefully side by side ; and even when through the exertions 
of the Latin priesthood, the Slavic liturgy was gradually super- 
seded by the occidental rites, the former was at least tolerated ; 
and after the invention of printing, the Polish city of Cracow was 
the first place where books in the Old Slavic dialect, and por- 
tions of the Old Slavic Bible, were printed. 50 

Borussians, many hypotheses have been started, but the truth has not 
yet been sufficiently ascertained. It is at least evident that they are 
not of Slavic origin, although even this has been maintained by ma- 
ny historians, who were misled by local circumstances. See Parrotfc 
Fcrtuch ewer Entwickelung der Sprache, Abttammung, etc. der Lam, 
Letten, etc. The Foreign Quarterly Review contains an interesting 
essay on Lettish popular poetry, Vol. VIII. p. 61. 

90 See p. 352, 356. 
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<Ia the year 96ft, the duke MieeUar married the Bohemian 
princes* Dombrovka, and caused himself to be baptized. From 
that time onward, all the Polish princes and the greatest part of 
the nation became Christians. There is however not one among 
the Slavic nations, in which the influence Christianity must 
necessarily have exerted on its mental cultivation, is so little visible ; 
while upon its language it exerted none at all. It has ever been 
and is still a favourite opinion of some Slavic philologists, that 
several of the Slavic nations must have possessed the art of wri- 
ting long before their acquaintance with the Latin alphabet, or 
the invention of the Cyrillic system ; and among the arguments 
by which they maintain this view, there are indeed some too 
striking to be wholly set aside. 51 But neither from those early 
times, aor from the four or five centuries after the introduction 
of Christianity, does there remain any monument whatever of 
the Polish language ; nay, with the exception of a few fragments 
without value, the most ancient document of that language ex- 
tant, is not older than the sixteenth century. Until that time the 
Latin idiom reigned exclusively in Poland. The teachers of 
Christianity in this country were for nearly five centuries for- 
eigners, viz. Germans and Italians. Hence arose that unnatural 
neglect of the vernacular tongue, of which these were ignorant ; 
the private influence of the German, still visible in the Polish 
language ; and the unlimited dominion of the Latin. Slavic, 
Polish, and heathenish, were to them synonymous words. Thus, 
whilst the light of Christianity everywhere carried the first dawn 
of life into the night of Slavic antiquity ; the early history of Po- 
land affords more than any other part of the christian world a 
melancholy proof, how the passions and blindness of men operat- 
ed to counterbalance that holy influence. But although so un- 
favourably disposed towards the language, it cannot be said that 
the influence of the foreign clergy was in other respects injurious 
to the literary cultivation of the country. Benedictine mooks 
founded in the beginning of the eleventh century the first Polish 
schools ; and numerous convents of their own and other orders 
presented to the scholar an asylum, both when in the year 1241 
the Mongols broke into the country, and also during the civil 
wars which were caused by the family dissensions of Pjast's suc- 
cessors. Several chronicles in Latin were written by Poles long 
before the history of the Polish literature begins, and Polish oo- 



M See p. 347 sq. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 61 
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Women went to Paris, Bologna, and Prague, to atidjr*cie»c#f, 
for the very elements of which their own language afforded 
them no means. 

Polish writers are in the habit of dividing the history of their 
language into five periods.* 3 The first extends from the intro- 
duction of Christianity to Casimir the Great, A. D. 1333. 

The second period extends from A. D. 1333 to A. D. 1 506, 
or the reign of Siegmund I. 

The third period is the golden age of the Polish literature, and 
closes with the foundation of schools of the Jesuits, A. D. 1 622. 

The /oar* A period comprises the time of the preponderance of 
the Jesuits, and ends with the revival of literature by Kouar- 
ski, A. D. 1760. 

Th* fifth period comprehends the interval from A. D. 1760 to 
the present time. 

Before we enter into a regular historical account of these <HP- 
ferent periods, we will devote a few words to the formation and 
the character of the language itself. 

The extent of country in which the Polish language is predom- 
inant, is much smaller than would naturally be concluded from 
the great circuit of territory, which at the time of its power awj 
independence, was comprised under the kingdom of Poland. We 
do not allude to the sixteenth century, when Poland was the 
most powerful state in the north ; when the Teutonic (mights, 
the conquerers of Prussia, were compelled to acknowledge its 
protection ; and when not only were Livonia and Courland, the 
one a component part of the Polish kingdom, and the other a 
Polish fief, but even the ancient Smolensk and the venerable 
Kief, the royal seat of Vladimir, and the Russian provinces adja- 
cent to Galicia, all belonged to Poland. We speak of this king- 
dom as it was at the time of its first partition between Russia 
Austria, and Prussia. Of the four or five millions of inhabitants 
in the provinces united with Russia at the three successive par- 
titions of 1772, 1793, and 1795, only one and a half million are 
Poles, and speak dialects of that language ; M in White and Black 

■* See Bentkowski's Hist, littratury Polsk, Warsaw 1814, Vol I. 
pp. 162—176. 

59 The statistical information respecting the Russian- Polish prov- 
inces Is very imperfect, and contaiusthe most striking eontradiedoas. 
Benken gives the number of inhabitants at four millions*; Wiehmann 
in 1813, at 6,380,000; Arsenjef at seven millions. According to Brdm- 
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Russia, the Rtwsmaks are by far more numerous 5 antf in Lithu- 
ania the Lithuanians. Besides the independent language of these 
latter, the Mate Russian and White Russian dialects are spoken 
u these provinces; and all documents of the grand-duchy of 
Lithuania before it was united with Poland in A. D. 1569, were 
written in the latter. 54 

The Polish language is farther spoken (1) by the inhabitants of 
the kingdom of Poland formed in 1 8 1 5, three and a half millions in 
number, or reckoned together with the Poles of the Polish-Russian 
provinces, five millions ; (2) by the inhabitants of Galicia, belong- 
ing to Austria, and the Poles in the Austrian part of Silesia, 
about three millions; (3) by the inhabitants of the small republic 
of Cracow, about one hundred thousand ; and (4) by tbe inhab- 
itants of the Prussian grand-duchy of Posen, and a part of the 
province called Western Prussia, together with the Poles in Si- 
ksia and the Kassubes in Pomerania ; in all less than two rail- 
lions* 

Thus the Polish language is spoken by a population of about 
ten millions. Like all living languages, it has different dialects, and 
is in one place spoken with greater purity than in another. As 
these varieties, however, are neither very striking nor have ever 
had an influence on literature, they do not concern us here. 

The ancient Polish language seems to have been very nearly 
rotated to the dialects of the Tchekhes and the Sorabian Ven- 
dee. Although very little is known in respect to the circum- 
stances and progress of the formation of the language into its 
pr e sen t state, it is sufficiently obvious, that it has been develop- 
ed from tbe conflict of its natural elements with the Latin and 
German idioms. Of the other Slavic dialects, tbe Bohemian is 
tbe only one which has exerted any influence upon the Polish 

sen's Russland und das r&ssische Reich, Berl. 1819, there are not more 
than 850,000 Poles among them, nearly all noblemen ; the lower clasa- 
ea are Russniaks and Lithuanians. In our statement of the number of 
Fblee in these provinces, we have followed Schafiarik. 

** See. p. 361. 

85 These statements seem to disagree with those of Haasel, which 
rest on the authority of the returns of 1820. He states that Austrian 
Poland has 4,226,969 inhabitants ; Prussian Poland, 2,584,121. The 
population of the former consists however of a large proportion of 
Rowniaks, and more especially of Jews ; the latter has a similar pro- 
portion of German inhabitants. 
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tongue. The Italian and Turkish words introduced during the 
dominion of an Italian priesthood, and through the political rela- 
tions of the Poles with the Turks, never entered deeply into the 
body of the language; and might be easily exchanged for better 
Polish forms of expression. 

Of aU the Slavic dialects, the Polish presents to the foreigner 
the most difficulties ; partly on account of the great variety and 
nicety of shades So the pronunciation of the vowels, and from the 
combination of consonants in 4uch a way, that only a Slavic 
tongue can conquer them, and cause the apparent harshness in 
some measure to disappear f* partly on account of its refined 
and artificial grammatical structure. In this latter respect it dif- 
fers materially from the Russian language; which although 
equally rich, is remarkable for its simplicity and perspicuity. 
The Polish and Bohemian idioms, in the opinion of the best 
judges, are above all others capable of faithfully imitating 
the refinements of the classical languages ; and the Polish prose 
is modelled after the Latin with a perfection, which, in the gold- 
en age of Polish literature, was one of its characteristic features. 
It is therefore surprising, that the Polish language in poetry, al- 
though in other respects highly cultivated, does not admit the 
introduction of the classical prosody. We mean, the Polish 
language in its present state ; for it is very probable, that io its 
original character it possessed, in common with all the other 
Skvie languages, the elements of a regular system of long and 
short syllables. So long, however, as there have existed Polish 
poets, they have not measured, but, in imitation of the French, 
have counted the syllables. With the exception of a few poets 
of the last period, who have written in blank verse, and a few 
weak attempts to adapt the Greek principles of accent to the Po- 
lish language, all Polish poetry is, like the French, in rhyme ; 
and the French Alexandrine is the favourite form of the Polish 
poets. 87 

M We doubt whether any but Slavic organs would be able to 
pronounce the name of the place, to which the college of Zaraoac 
was removed. It is Szczebrzeszyu. 

97 Zaluski and Minasowrez wrote verses with counted not measured 
syllables, without rhyme ; Przybylski's and Staszye's translations of 
Homer are in hexameters. That rhyme is not natural to the Polish 
language, is evident from the ancient popular poetry of the other Sla- 
vic nations ; which are all without rhyme. The author of the wotfc 
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FIRST PERIOD. 
Pr«n tiM tatwdwtkm^f OhriitiAnty taOailtoh Oka Gittt, X 0. 1333. 

In dividing the history of the Polish literature into five periods, 
we follow the example and authority of Bentkowski ; although k 
seems to be singular, to pretend to give ao account of a litera- 
ture which did not yet exist. The history of the Polish litera- 
ture does not properly begin before the close of the second peri- 
od; although that of the literary cultivation of the nation commeor 
ces with the beginning of that period ; and a few slight traces of 
it are to be found even in the middle of the first. Of the lan- 
guage itself, nothing is left but the names of places and persons, 
tod some Polish words scattered, through the Latin documents 
of the time, written without orthographic rules, and therefore of- 
ten hardly intelligible. There exists an ancient Polish war- 
song, the author of which is said to have been St. Adalbert, a Bo- 
hemian by birth, who was bishop of Prague at the end of the tenth 
century ;** but even according to Rakowiecki, a philologist who 
is more disposed than any other to find traces of ao early culti* 
vation of the Slavic nations, and especially of the Poles, this 
song, or rather hymn, is, in its present form, not older than the 
fourteenth century. All that is extant from this period is writr 
ten in Latin. Besides some unimportant documents and a» 
anonymous biography of Adalbert, there remain several historical 
works of the t wehh and thirteenth centuries. 

Martin Gallus, a Frenchman, who lived in Poland between 
1110 and 1135, is considered as the oldest Polish historian. 



Votkslieder der Polen, assumes the absence of rhyme in some of 
them as a proof of their antiquity. 

68 This song, called Boga Rodzica, can only be named a war- 
song, because the Poles used to sing it when advancing to battle. It 
b rather a prayer to the Virgin, ending with a sixfold Amen. In a 
poetical respect it has no value. It is printed in Bowring's Specimen* 
of the Polish Poets, p. 12, together with the music, copied from a 
manuscript which is said to be from the twelfth century. No trans- 
lation is added. It is remarkable that this hymn is still sung, or at 
least was so in the year 1812, in the churches of the places where St. 
Adalbert lived and died, viz. at Kola and at Onesen. Niemcewicz, 
who published it, states that he himself heard it at that time at the 
latter place. 
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Other chronicles of Poland were written by the bishops of Cra- 
cow, Matthew Cholewa, and Vincent, son of Kadlubec, who died 
in 1223 ; by Bogufal, bishon of Posen. some twenty years later : 
and by Godzislav Bassl 
ski wrote towards the a 
rv of the popes and Roi 
the son 01 Miescishv, ir 
founded convents at Si 
cached to them. This c 
otberorders ; and in Pol 
cation was entirely in tti 
ral hundred years, the m 
nities and privileges, and 
with foreign monks. I 
eigners had decidedly tl 
archbishop of Gnesen, < 
priests ; but added the i 
should employ as teach< 
In A. D. 1265 at the sy 
in excluding all foreign 

Siage, from ill 
ut more than 
synod of Kalisz in V 
even a century after th 
Complained that all the 
monks. 10 These ignorai 
few writings in the barb: 
er ; and as instructors o 
the young nobility wit 
the vernacular tongue o 
gy, many other foreign 
and traders, especially < 
in the cities of Poland, 
ence on the people, tha 
mingled with all classes. 

* See Schaffarik's Gtschichie dor Slav. Sprache, p. 421. 



Digitized by 



Google 



183*] PoUmL— Second Ptriod. 479 

SECOND PERIOD* 
Fra»GttiBirtJ»QM*Lto8fef»UMlL A. D. 1333 to A. D. MM. 

Casimir b one of the few princes, who acquired the Dime of 
the Great not by victories and conquests, but through the real 
benefits of laws, national courts of justice, and means of educa- 
tion, which he procured for bis subjects* His father, Vladislavs 
Lokietek, had resumed the royal title, which hitherto had been 
alternately taken and dropped ; and was the first who perma- 
nently united Great and Little Poland. Under Casimir, the pre- 
sent Austrian kingdom of Galicia, which, together with Lodome- 
ria, the present Russian government Vladimir, was then called 
Red Russia, was added by inheritance* Lithuania became con- 
nected with Poland as a Polish fief in the year 1386, when 
queen Hedevig, heiress of the crown of Poland, married Jagello, 
duke of Lithuania ; but was first completely incorporated as a 
component part of the kingdom of Poland only so late <as the 
year 1569., Masovia had been thus united some forty years 
earlier. At the time of the marriage of Hedevig and Jagello, the 
latter caused himself to be baptized, and introduced Christianity 
into Lithuania, where he himself in many cases acted as an 
apostle. 

As to the influence of Casimir the Great upon the literary 
cultivation of his subjects, it was more mediate than immediate. 
Whilst his cotemporary and neighbour Charles (V of Bohemia, 
loved and patronized the language of that kindred nation, Casi- 
mir paid no attention whatever to the vernacular tongue of his 
country ; nor was any thing done under his administration for 
the developement of that rich dialect. This king indeed, as 
early as A. D. 1347, laid the foundation of the high school of 
Cracow ; but the regular organization and influence of this in- 
stitution dates only from half a century later. But by introduc- 
ing a better order of things, by providing his subjects with their 
earliest code of laws, by instituting the first constitutional diets, 
by fortifying the cities and protecting the tillers of the soil against 
a wild and oppressive nobility, be established a better tone of 
moral feeling throughout the nation. A seed sown in such 
ground, necessarily springs up slowly, but surely. 

With Casimir the race of the Pjasts expired. His nephew, 
Louis of Hungary, a prince of the bouse of Anjou, was elected 
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king, whose reign was spent in constant war, and left no trwe of 

care for the internal cultivation of the country. The limitation 
of the power of the sovereign, and the exorbitant privileges of 
the Polish nobility, date from the reign of this prince ; he resi- 
ded mostly in Hungary, and granted to the Poles all their de- 
mands, in order to prevent the alienation of their crown from 
his house. After his death his second daughter, Hedevig, wis 
preferred to the emperor Sigismund, who was married to the eld- 
est, Mary, because this prince refused to subscribe the conditions 
demanded by the Polish Estates. Hedevig married Jagello of 
Lithuania ; and under their descendants the Jagellons, who 
reigned nearly two centuries, Poland rose to the snmroit of its 

Ewer and glory. With Siegtnond I, the grandson of Jagefle, 
t the fifth king after himy a new period of the PoKsb titeratott 
begins. 

The history of the Polish language, as we said in our intro- 
duction, properly commences only with the close, oi 4 at the ut- 
most with the middle of the present period, when in the yet* 
1488 the first printing office was erected at Cracow. There '* 
indeed said to have existed a Polish translation of the Bible, 
made by order of queen Hedevig before the year 1390; and wri^ 
tgrs of the sixteenth century speak of having seen a Polish Bh 
bJa* either translated anew, copied, or prepared, for Soph'*, 
fourth queen of Jagello, by her chaplain, Andreas of Jaszowics.* 
There are still some biblical fragments extant, which appear to 
be derived from this period ; although no complete copy has been 
preserved. The oldest other manuscripts extant in the Polish 
language, are a portion of the preface to an ancient statute of 
Gasimir; several documents relating to suits at law, etc. from 
the last half of the fourteenth century; and fragments of trans- 
lations of statutes, the ten commandments in verse, a translation 
of one of Wicklifie's hymns, and a few other unimportant produc- 
tions of the fifteenth century. 

The orthography of the language, and especially the adaption 
of the Latin alphabet to it, seems to have troubled the few wri- 
ters of this period exceedingly ; they appear to have founded their 
principles alternately on the Latin, the Bohemian, and the Ger- 
man methods of combining letters; an inconsistency, which 
adds greatly to the difficulties of modern Slavic etymology** 

. » Dobrovsky's Slomnka, Vol. II. p. 237. 
« See Sehaffarik, pp. 490—424. 
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Annalists of Polish history, who wrote in Latin, were also 
lot wanting in this period. Sig. Roshzius, Dzierzva,* and more 
especially John DIogosz, bishop of Lemberg, wrote histories and 
chronicles of Poland ; and the work of the latter is still consid- 
ered as highly valuable. 

THIRD PERIOD. 

Prom Bigimood I to tbo wUbllihroent of tho tcbook of tho Jesuits in Cracow, A. D. 
1505 to A. D. 10S8. 

In northern climates, the bright and glowing days of summer 
follow in almost immediate succession a long and gloomy winter,, 
without allowing to the attentive mind of the lover of nature the 
enjoyment of observing, during a transient interval of spring, the 
gradual developement of the beauty of the earth. Thus the 
flowers of Polish literature burst out from their buds with a ra- 
pidity unequalled in literary history, and were ripened into fruit 
with the same prodigious celerity. 

The university of Cracow had been reinstituted under Jagello 
in A. D. 1400, and organized after the model of that of Prague. 
Although the most flourishing period of this institution was the 
sixteenth century, yet it presented during the fifteenth to the Po- 
lish nobility a good opportunity of studying the classics ; and it 
is doubtless through this preparatory familiarity with the ancient 
writersj that the appearance to which we have alluded, must be 
principally accounted for. It was moreover now the epoch, when 
the genius of christian Europe made the most decided efforts to 
shake off the chains which bad fettered the freedom of thought. 
The doctrines of the German Reformers, although the number 
of tbeir professed disciples was in proportion smaller than in Bo- 
hemia, had nevertheless a decided influence upon the general 
direction of the public mind. The wild flame of false religious 
zeal, which in Poland also under the sons and immediate suc- 
cessors of Jagello, had kindled the faggots in which the disciples 
of the new doctrines were called to seal the truth of tbeir con-» 
vie t ion with their blood, was extinguished before the milder wis-* 
cjotnof Sigismund I ; although even' the early part of his reign was 
not yet entirely free from religious persecution. The activity of the 

* His Chronicon Polonorum was reprinted at Warsaw in 1691 ; 
together with Vincent Kadlubeck's Res gestae principun ae rtgum 
Poiomae, , 

Vol. IV. No. 15, 62 
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inquisition was restrained. But the new doctrines found a mora 
decided support in Sigismuud Augustus. Poland became, uodet 
bts administration, the seat or a toleration tjaen unequalled in the 
world. Communities of the most different religious principles 
formed themselves, at first under the indulgence of the kioc 
and the government, and finally under the protection of the law. 1 " 
Even the boldest theological sceptics of the age, the two Soci- 
ni, found in Poland an asylum. The Bohemian language, 
whioh already possessed so extensive a literature, acquired dur- 
ing this period a great influence upon the Polish. The num- 
ber of clerical writers, however, which in Bohemia was so great, 
was comparatively only small in Poland. Indeed it is worthy 
of remark, that while in other countries the diffusion of m forma- 
tion and genera] illumination proceeded from the clergy, not 
indeed as a body, but from individuals among the clergy, in Po- 
land it was always the highest nobility who were at the bead of 
literary enterprises or institutions for mental cultivation. There 
are many princely names among the writers of this period ; and 
there are still so among those of the present day. This may 
however be one of the causes, why education in Poland 



69 Among these were the Unitarians, called also Anti-trinitarians, 
modern Arians, and afterwards Socinians. They called themselves 
Polish Brethren. Their principal school and printing office was at 
Racow ; several of their teachers were distinguished for learning, 
their cotnmunities were wealthy and flourishing, and not a few of the 
highest families of Poland belonged to them. The doctrines of' die 
two exiled Italians, Lelio and Fausto Socio i, uncle and nephew, found 
among them only a conditional approbation ; most of them were un- 
willing to receive Fausto, who developed his views mare opener Chen 
bis uncle, into their community. Internal dissensions were Use resnk, 
nod the establishment of new and smaller congregations. A tatiue- 
ance among the students at Racow in 1638, gave to the catholics and 
to the other protectants a welcome pretext for persecuting them ; in 
1658 their denomination was ultimately suppressed, and the choice 
left to them between the adoption of the catholic religion or exie 
within three years. A part of them emigrated to Germany, where 
they were soon merged in other protestant denominations ; others 
went to Transylvania, where the Unitarians, about fifty teowaanrf in 
ooitiber, belonged and still belong to the denominations acknowledg- 
ed by the state, and enjoy all civil rights. They have two high 
•drools, at Kkusenburg and at Thoarda ; but are far from being dfe- 
unguisbed for learning. See Meusel's Slaaicngtsckichtz, p. 555. Ijn- 
Arienieci Hirtoria Rtformationis PoUnucae, etc. etc. ? 
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fottofy edflflned to the higher classes; while even during 
this brilliant period, the peasantry remained in the lowest state 
of degradation, and nothing was done to elevate their minds or 
to better their condition. For it is to the clergy, that the com* 
mon people have always to look as their natural and bounden 
teachers ; it is to the clergy, that a low state of cultivation 
Among the poorer classes is the most dishonourable. During 
this period, however, the opportunity wes presented to the people of 
btobbmlng better acquainted with the Scriptures, through sever- 
al translations of them into the Polish language, not only by the 
dttferent protestant denominations, but also by the catholics them*- 
selves. Indeed, all the translations of the Bible extant in the 
Pbfish language, are from the sixteenth or the beginning of the 
Sfrenteenth century. 63 We meet also among the productions 
iti' the literature of this period, a few catechisms and postillae, 
Witteri expressly for the instruction of the common people by 
Ibme eminent Lutheran and reformed Polish ministers. But 
*the want of means for acquiring even the most elementary in- 
formation, was so great, that only a very few among the lower 
classes were able to read them. The doctrines of the Reform- 
ers, which everywhere else were favoured principally \fy the 
middle and lower classes, in Poland found their chief support 



** An enumeration of the Polish versions of the Bible may be ac- 
ceptable to the reader. The New Testament was first translated by 
the Lutheran Seklucyan, who was a Greek scholar, and printed at 
Kootgsberg 1551, three times reprinted before 1555. Afterward* 
for catholics by Leonard, from the Vulgate, reviewed by Leopolita, 
Cracow 1556. Of the Old Testament, the Psalter alone was 
several times translated and repeatedly printed. The whole Bible was 
first translated for the catholics by Leonard, from the Vulgate, and 
reviewed by Leopolita, Cracow 1561, reprinted in 1575 and 1577, 
"Two yean later by an anonymous translator from the original lan- 
guages, for Calrinists, Brzesc 1563. Again from the original lan- 
-gaages by Bndny, an Unitarian clergyman, 1570, reprinted in 1573. 
Prem the Vulgate by the Jesuit Wuiek,k Cracow 1509, reprinted at 
fireaiau in 1740 in 8vo, and 1771 in 4to Vith the Latin text. From 
the original languages by Paliurus, Wengierscius, and Micolnievius, 
for Ostomists, Dantzic 1632, the first Bible in 8vo, all the former be- 
ing in fbi. or 4to, reprinted at Amsterdam 1660, at Halle 1726, at Ko- 
aigsberg 1788, 1779, and at Berlin 1810, by the Bible Society. See 
Jttngsttaube's Nachricht von den polnischen Bibeln, Dan& 1744. flent- 
kewakfs Hut. titer. poL Vol. II. p. 494. Slovrnka VoL I. p. 141. VoL 
II. p. 396. QcbBfhrik'B Gt^ckiehUdtr Slav. Spr.f. 4^4. 
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among the nobility. Comparatively few of the people adhered 
to them. There was d time, between 1 550 and I €60, when 
half the senate, 64 and evert more than half of the nobility, con* 
sisted of Lutheran* and CaJvinisfs* In the year 1570, these 
two denominations, together with the Bohemian Brethren, form- 
ed a union of their churches by the treaty of Sendomir for ex- 
ternal or political purposes, In 1 573, by another treaty known 
under the name of poos dissidenlivm, they were acknowledged 
by the state and the king, and all the rights of the catholics were 
granted to the members of these three denominations, the 
Greeks, and Armenians. The want, however, of an accurate 
determination of their mutual relation to each other, occasioned 
repeatedly in the course of the following century bloody dis- 
sensions. The protestants succeeded, nevertheless, in main- 
taining their rights, until the years 1717 and 1718, wben their 
number having gradually yet considerably diminished, they 
were deprived of their suffrages in the diet. Their adversaries 
went still farther; and after struggling against oppression of all 
sorts, the dissidents had at length, in 1736, to be contented 



64 The Polish senate w«s not a body, the members of whatk were 
elected for a certain term ; as those not acquainted with the Polish 
constitution might he disposed to believe. It was composed of all the 
archbishops and bishops, the waiwodes and castellans, L e. the titled 
nobility, and the principal ministers of the king. It was thus in 
some measure the organ of the government and of the clergy, in oppo- 
sition to the national representatives or the mass of the nobility. 
This body was not established until towards the close of the fifteenth 
century. Before 1466 — 70, every nobleman who chose, made his per- 
sonal appearance in the senate at the summons of the king ; but Caa- 
imir, the son of Jagello, in bis frequent want of money and men, re* 
peated these summons so often, that the nobility found personal ap- 
pearance inconvenient, and selected in their provincial conventions 
nuntiif to represent the nation, or rather the nobility ; without how- 
ever giving up the right of personal attendance. The nufllii, whoee 
number was not fixed, were bound to appear, had the right to grant 
or to refuse duties, and to act as the advisers of the king. In 1505 
the law was passed that without their consent the constitution could 
not be changed. At the diet in A. D. 1652 it occurred for the first 
time, that a single nunltus opposed and annulled by his Ixberum veto 
the united resolutions of the whole convention. On this example a 
regqfer right was very soon founded and acknowledged. Deputies 
of cities were occasionally invited to the diet, but only in estraondi^ 
nary cases. 
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with being acknowledged as tolerated sects. After the acces- 
skxt of Stanislaus Poniatowsky to the throne in 1766, the dissi- 
dents attempted to regain their former rights. In this they were 
supported by several protestant powers ; but more especially by 
Russia, who thus improved the opportunity of increasing its in* 
fluence in Polish affairs. In consequence of this powerful sup- 
port, the laws directed against the dissidents were repealed; 
and in 1775 all their old privileges were restored to them, ex- 
cept the right of being eligible to the stations of ministers of 
state and senators. In more recent times the protestants have 
been admitted to all the rights of the catholics ; although the 
catholic is still the predominant religion of the kingdom of Po- 
land. 

We have permitted ourselves this disgression, and anticipa- 
tion of time ; although we shall have an opportunity of again re- 
turning to this subject. The influence of protestantism on the 
literature of Poland cannot be denied, although its doctrines and 
their immediate consequence, the private examination and inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures, have occupied the minds and pens of 
the Poles less than those of any other nation among whom they 
baie beeo received. We now return to the sixteenth century. 

The Polish language acquired during this period such a de- 
gree of refinement, that even at the revival of literature and taste 
in modern times, it was necessary to add nothing for its improve^ 
mem, although the course of time naturally had occasioned some 
change in it. Several able men occupied themselves with its sys- 
tematic culture by means of grammars and dictionaries. Zabo- 
rowski, Statoi ius and Januscowski wrote grammars ; Macynski 
compiled the first dictionary. The first part of Knapski's T/ie- 
snurvs, an esteemed work even at the present day, was first pub- 
lished in 1621, and may therefore be considered as a pro- 
duction of this period. But the practical use, which so many gift- 
ed writers made of the language for a variety of subjects, contribut- 
ed still more to its cultivation. The point which acquired less per- 
fection, and which appeared the most difficult to subject to fixed 
rules, was that of orthography. How little the Latin alphabet 
is adapted to denote Slavic sounds, is evident in the Polish lan- 
guage. Indeed the reputed harshness of this language rests 
partly on the manner in which they were obliged to combine 
several consonants, which to the eye of the occidental European 
can only be united by intermediate vowels. On the other band, 
it is just this system of letters which forms a connecting link be- 
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tween the Polish language and those of western Europe; an* 
although most Slavic philologists regret that the Latin alphabet 
ever should bate been adopted for any Slavic language in pr^ 
ference to the Cyrillic, jret Grimm thinks that the adoption of 
the former, " with appropriate additions, corresponding to tbe 
peculiar sounds of each language and dialect, would have been 
bene6cial to all European languages*** 5 

Although the art of printing was introduced into Poland as 
early as 1488, when the first printing office was established at 
Cracow, yet printed books first became generally diffused be- 
tween the years 1530 and 1540. The first Work printed in 
Poland was a calendar for the year 1490 ; the first book print- 
ed in the Polish language was tfonaventura's life of Jesus, trans- 
lated for the queen of Hungary, and published in 1522. h 
the second half of the sixteenth century nearly every city, which 
had a considerable school, had also its printing office." The 
schools were unfortunately confined to the cities ; nothing was 
done for die peasantry, who have remained even to the most re- 
cent times in a state of physical and moral degradation, with 
which, that of the common people of no other country except 
Russia, can be compared. A peasant who could read or write, 
would have been considered as a prodigy. So much the dwre, 
however, was done for the national education of the nobility, fn 
tbe year 1579 the university of Wilna was instituted ; in 1594, 
anotheV university was created at Zamosc in Little Poland, by a 
private nobleman, the great chancellor Zamoyski; which however 
survived only a few years, and perished in the beginning of tb# 
seventeenth century. 07 Numerous other schools of a less dera- 
ted character were founded at Thorn, Danzig, Lissa, etc. tnoft 
of them for protestants. 

So early as under Casimir, tbe son of Jagello, the Polish lan- 
guage began to be employed as the language of the court. Ufr- 
der his grandson Sigismund Augustus, the public laws and de- 
crees were promulgated in the vernacular tongue of the country. 
But a language which thus issued from the court, was necessa- 



** Preface to Vuk'6 Servian Grammar, p. xxitt. 

06 See Schaflarik, p. 414. Bantkie's Gtschichte der Krakauer Suet- 
druckertyen. 

07 It was afterwards reinstated in tbe form of a large gymnasium 
by one of chancellor ZamoyakPs descendants, and removed to Sscze- 
brseszyn. Sea Letters on Poland, Edinb. 1838, p. 95. 
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rights. 69 The principal reason why didactic prose did not ac- 
quire the same high degree of cultivation as the historical style, 
is, that all scientific works during this period, which was that of 
the formation of the language, were written by preference in 
Latin. Indeed, the authority of the classical languages did not 
suffer at all from the rising of the national literature. It is oo 
the contrary a remarkable fact, that the cultivation of the ver- 
nacular tongue of the country and the study of the Latin lan- 
1 guage in Poland, have ever proceeded with equal steps. The 
most eminent writers and orators of this period, who employed 
the Polish language, managed also the Latin with the greatest 
skill and dexterity. Even for common conversation, Latin and 
Polish were used alternately. Sigismund I, when separated 
from his first queen, Barbara Zapolska, maintained with her a 
correspondence in Latin; bis second queen, Bona Sforza, used 
to employ that language in their most familiar intercourse.* 
Choisnin, in his Memoirs of the election of Henry of Valoi9, ob- 
serves, that among a hundred Polish noblemen, there were hard- 
ly to be found two, who did not understand Latin, German, and 
Italian ; and Martin Kromer goes so far as to state, that perhaps 
in Latium itself fewer persoos had spoken Latin* fluently, than in 
Poland. 71 The reputation of the Latin poet Oasimir Sarbtew*» 
ski, in Latin Sarbievus, spread throughout all Europe- Most 

60 Whether Copernicus is to be called a Pole or a German bam 
been and is still a matter of dispute, and has been managed on the aid* 
of the Poles with the utmost bitterness and passion. The Poles have 
recently given expression to their claim upon him by erecting to bim 
a monument at Cracow, and celebrating the third centennial anniver- 
sary of the completion of his system of the world, which took place 
in A. D. 1530. Let the question respecting Copernicus be decided as 
it may, Poland may doubtless lay claim to many other eminent natu- 
ral philosophers as her sons ; e. g. Vitellio-Ciolek, who was the first 
in Europe to investigate the theory of light, in the beginning of the 
thirteenth century ; Brudzewski, the teacher of Copernicus ; Marti- 
nus of Olkusz, the proper author of the new or Gregorian calendar, 
which was introduced sixty-four years after him, etc. 

70 See Macherezynski's Geschichte der Lateinischen Sprache in Po- 
Un, Cracow 1833. Dr Connor in his History of Poland, 1098, speak- 
ing of the following period, says, that even the common people in Po- 
land spoke Latin, and that his servant used to speak with nira in that 
language. See Letters on Poland, Edinb. 1823. p.. 106. 

71 De originibu8 et rebus gestis Polonortim, lib. XXX. 
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Polish poets were equity soeceoful both m Polish and Latin 
.verse. As the former language first developed itself in poetty, 
^we therefore, in our enumeration of the principal writers of this 
: Um$, begin with the poets- 

» c &*y o f Nagbwic, d. 1 5»,; is called the father of Polish p4e- 
UJ+ ♦fMost of bis productions are of the religious kind, chiefly 
in verse, but also orations and' postfltaev His chief work was a 
translation of the Pselrae* 78 His principal follower* Were the 
. J£oc banowskie, a name of threefold testis John Kechanoweki, 
L lL 1584, by far tbe most distinguished of them, published litte- 
tJgjse a translation of David's psalms, whteb is still considered as 
|i.flaasinil work ; in bis other poems* Pindar, Anacreon, and 
Jkjorace were alternately bis models, without diminishing the 
paginal value of his pieces. 73 His brother Andrew translated 
{Virgil's Aeneid ; his atplmr Peter, with more talent and suc- 
cess, tbe great epics of Tasso and Ariosto. Rybinski maintains, 
4^)pie poet, in tbe opinion of several critics, the same rank 

pjlJeherKocha inlii ; like him he wrote Polish and Latin ver- 

jps* nod was created poet laureate. Simon Szymonowicz, called 
£insooicWs, d. 1629, obtained likewise tbe poetical crown from 
rfNHPWpe Clement VIII ; indeed his Latin odes secured him a 
lasting ftme over all Europe, and procured him the appellation 
pf the Latin Pindar. In Polish be wrote mostly idylls, after the 
model of Theocritus, Bion and Moscbus ; but these, as their 
obtef merit consists id the sweetness and delicacy of tbe Ian- 
gMge, only natives are able fully to appreciate. 74 The produc- 
tions of bis friend and cotemporary Zimorowicz, have tbe same 
Sneraf character, but are of less value in respect to % diction. 
:her lyrical poets of merit may be named ; e. g. tbe archbishop 
of Lemberg, Grochowski, a very productive writer; Czahrow- 

"°? Psalterz Dawidoto $ modlilivami, 1555. 

Wir 

*tf?* The Polish works of this great poet, who is still considered as 
tfc)«feief ornament of the Polish Parnassus, were first collected in four 
Tgfcigifft Cracow 1584—90. After going through several editions, 
they have recently been printed at Breslau, 1824, in a stereotype edi- 
tjna. Bowripg gives among his ' Specimens' some of the sweetest 
WggB of Jtochanowski. 

*o¥ Jbe oldest edition extant of his Polish pastorals, was printed at 
X|tfa<NF».1614, under the title Sielanki. They were last printed, to- 
gether with other eclogues, in the collection of Mostowski, Sielanki 
PoUkit, Warsaw 1805. There are some specimens of bis poetry in 
Bowling's work. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 63 
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ski, KlooowicB called also Aceraus, and others* 7 * As porta of 
a religious character we natne here together,, without reference 
to the denomination to which they belonged* — since naest of the 
Polish poetical productions of this age were of a higher charac- 
ter than to sufier the intrusion of poteraies^ — Dambrowski, Bar- 
foszewski, Miaskowski* whose hymn* are considered as the fitt- 
est of that period, Sodrowius, Turoowski aod others. The eg* 
was also rich in satires and epigrams, Polish as well as Latia 
Productions of this class by the two Zbylitowskis, PudiowsH 
Kraiewski, and a great many others, are still extant. The facil- 
ity of rhyme in a language so rich in rhymes as the Polish, sop 
duced several wrfoers to use verse as a vehicle for the most trivial 
thoughts, or for subjects the very nature of which is opposed to 
poetry. Thus Paprocki of Glogol, who is highly esteemed as a 
diligent historian and accurate investigator of the past, wrote hip 
numerous works oo genealogy aad heraldry mostly ia rbymbi* 
Other historical poems were also written, which perhaps would 
not have been utterly deficient in merit, had they been, transfer- 
red into prose. 

Eloquence, so nearly related to poetry, and which neverthe- 
less, perhaps on that very account, should be dtfttoguisbed from 
it by the most definite limits, is a gift, the cultivation of which any 
be expected above all in a republic. The Poles possess indeed 
all the necessary qualities for public orators ; and eminent tal- 
ents not only for poetical eloquence, but also for the pulpit, ase 
opt uncommon among them. Gornicki, d. after 1591, Czam- 
kowski, Odachowski, and others, but especially the firat named, 
were considered as the most distinguished orators of the age. 
The eloquence of the pulpit was exhibited in its highest eat* 
nance by Skarga, court preacher of Sigismund IH, whom bis 
cotemporaries used to call the Polish Chrysostom ; and by the 
learned Jesuit Wuiek, who also translated the Bible into Polish. 77 
The sermons and orations of both of them, besides numerous 
other theological productions, were published at the time. Otb- 

75 Thin latter was honoured by his countrymen with the title of 
the Sarmatian Ovid ; but his pieces, according to Bo wring, are not eq- 
ly licentious, but also vulgar. See Specimen of the Polish Poets, p. 
39. 

76 The same individual has been mentioned as a Bohemian writer; 
see above, p. 458. 

71 See note 63. 
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er theologibal writers of soma distinction were, among the cath- 
olics, Stanislaus Karnkowski archbishop of Gaeseo, Bierkows- 
hi who was Sfcarga's successor, Bialobrteski, Kuozborski, the 
Jesuit Rosciszewski and others ; among the protestants, Sekhi- 
cyan the translator of the Polish Bible for protestants ; w Ko* 
sxatskl of £arnowec, Radomski, Gilowski, and Bodily, one of the 
leaders of the Unitarians, who alsa translated the Bible into Po- 
lish from the original languages. 79 We must remark, that the 
Polish theological literature of this period evinced much less df 
a polemical spirit than might have been expected, in an age 
when that of the neighbouring countries, Bohemia and Germa- 
ny, abounded in controversial books and pamphlets, replete 
with unchristian bitterness and doctrinal rigidity. For produc- 
tions of this character we have to look in Poland to the following 
period. The wise moderation of the two Sigismund* and of 
Stephen Bathory, seems to have had a prodigious influence on 
the minds of the nation, to pacify them and keep them within ap- 
propriate limits. 

History, especially national history, was justly considered as 
one of the subjects most worthy of human attention. History 
w the great school, in which nations appear as the pupils, experi- 
ence as the teacher ; and the fate of mankind depends on a wise 
application of the great moral lessons which they daily receive. 
Moat of the Polish historians of this age preferred however the 
Latin language; but their productions are too intimately connect- 
ed whb Poland to be separated from its literature, and may 
therefore be named here. The Polish chronicle written by 
Matthew of Miechow, body physician to Sigismund I, and pub- 
lished in 1521, was the first historical work printed in Poland. 
Martin Kromer, bishop of Ermeland or Warmia, called the Li- 
vy of Poland, Wapowski, Guagnioi, an Italian, but naturalized 
and ennobled in Poland, and Piasecki, a protestant, distinguished 
for his frankness, wrote works on Polish history. Koialowics wrote 
on that of Lithuania. They all wrote in Latin. The first who 
published an historical work in Polish was Martin Bielski, d. 
1576. His chronicle of Poland, which is of high value in every 
respect, is written in a style so beautiful, that it was called h style 
d*or. His son Joachim continued this work, as far as to the 
reign of Sigismund III. 80 Another Polish chronicle, com- 

78 See note 63. w See note 63. 

^.Thia work was first printed at Cracow in 1507, under the title 
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Eiled with more erudkkm than listen ^res written by Stryttcwro*' 
i, the author of numerous works on various subjects. 
Other writers of aierk^someof whom published original works 
od portions of history , woileotbers translated the Latin volumes 
of their countrymen or those of classic historical authors— were, 
Wargockt, the Polish translator of Johns Cesar* and other Roman 
writers; Orzecbowski, also distinguished as an orator; Janih- 
saowski, Blaaowski, Paszkowski, Cyprian Bazylik, and others. 
Works on tactics were published by the grind field-marshal Tar- 
nowskt, by Strobica and Cielecki. Collections of statutes and 
laws were made by Herbart, Sapiehaj Groicki, Sarnickt, and 
others. 

It still remains to note the progress made in the philosophical 
sciences. We remarked above, that scientific works in Pdand 
were mostly written in Latin ; and since the. ease with them » 
different from that of historical works* — because, as the results 
of scientific examination and discovery, tbey are independent of 
the country where they are written, and belong to the worlds 
we therefore mention here only those works which were publish- 
ed in the Polish language. Falimierz,in Latin Phalimirus, first 
ventured to use the vernacular tongue of the country for a scien* 
tifio book. He published as early as 1534 a work on natural 
history t and especially materia mediea. The first medical vmrk 
in the Polish language was written in 1541 by Peter of Kobylin; 
the first mathematical work by Graebski. Their example was 
followed i by Latosz, Rosciszewski^ Andrew of Kobylin, Umifr* 
stowaki»Sptczyiiski, Siennik, Oczko, Grut'mius, Syrenski, io Lat- 
in Sirenius, etc. all physicians, astronomers, botanists, etc.* 1 

FOURTH PSRIOD. 

From the erection of iho Crecoviao Jesuit Schools in A. D. 1692, to the revival of Mienee 
io A. D. 1760. 

The noble race of the Jagellons had become extinct on the death 
of Sigismuod Augustus, in 1572. 89 Poland had become formally 

Kronika Polska. The first part of it was republished at Warsaw in 
1892, forming the sixth volume of the great collection of ancient Poliah 
authors published by the bookseller Galezowski. 

61 For more complete information respecting the writers of this pe- 
riod, see Bentkowtki's Hist Hi. Pol Vol. I. Scbaflarik's CtocAtdUt, 
efe. 

w We mean the direct male descendants of Jagello ; for desceu- 
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a»eltett*e monarchy. Henry of Vafais was the first to sob- 
scribe the pacta amvtnia, the fundamental law of the national 
liberty ; the nation being; understood to- consist legally only of 
tbe nobility. 83 Stephen tfatbory's strength kept the discordant 
elements together, and while at home he took care to improve 
tbe administration of justice, and erected tbe high tribunals of 
Petrioauy Lublin and Wilna, bis victorious arms in his contest 
with Russia raised Poland for a abort time to tbe summit of its 
glory. But under his successor Sigismnnd III,' a Swedish 
prince, and nephew of Sigismund Augustus and of Stephen, be* 
gan that anarchy which is to be considered as tbe principal 
cause of Poland's final calamitous fate. For about fifty years, 
the Poles still maintained with equal valour, though with alter- 
nate good and ill success, their warlike character abroad ; even 
while internal dissensions and bloody party strife raged in their 
owe unhappy country* But to such fundamental evils, com* 
bioed with tbe rising power of Russia, with tbe revolt of tbe 
Eossaks 4o 1654 occasioned principally by religious oppression, 
and with tbe gradual but sure advancement of a new rival in 
the elector of Brandenburg, hitherto considered as a weak 
neighbour— to all these influences, the building thus sapped in its 
foundation could yield no resistance, and its walls could not 
but give way*, when they were suddenly shaken by the bands of 
avaricious and powerful enemies from without* 

Tbe perversion of taste, which at tbe beginning of tbe seven- 
teenth century reigned in Italy, and thence spread over all Europe, 
with much more rapidity indeed than the true poetry and pure 
style of tbe fifteenth century bad done, created also in tbe litera- 
ture of Poland a new period, which through the political cir- 

dants by the female and collateral lines occupied the throne after 
Stephen Bathory. Poland had never been by law an hereditary king- 
dom ; but in most cases one of tbe sons or brothers of the last king 
was elected. 

® These pacta conventa, to which numerous articles were after- 
wards added, not only limited the king in his quality as king, but 
even also as a private man, in a degree to which no freeman would 
willingly submit. For example, he" was not allowed to marry except 
with the consent of the diet ; and as each single nuntius had the 
right to oppose and render void the resolutions of the united estates 
by his Kbtrwn veto, the king could not marry whenever it occurred 
to any one of them to withhold his consent In 1609 it was resolved 
that no king should be allowed to abdicate. 
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above referred to, was protracted to t greater 
length than would bare been expected In a literature already 90 
rich in national models. To the remarkable activity of mind 
in tbe preceding period, there followed a literary lethargy. A 
very pernicious iofloence is also ascribed by the literary his- 
torians of Poland, to the Jesuits ; although this order is tn gen* 
eral disposed to favour the cultivation of science. Under Sigis- 
mund III, they were shrewd enough to make themselves gradually 
masters of nearly all the colleges, and after a long and obstinate 
struggle, even the university of Cracow bad to submit. Ac- 
cording to Bentkowski, it was principally by their influence, 
that the tone of panegyric and of bombast was introduced, which 
for nearly a hundred and fifty years disgraced tbe Polish litera- 
ture. The tastelessness of this style reached its highest point un- 
der John Sobieski, when the panegyrics with which this victorious 
captain was hailed by his courtiers, became the model for all 
similar productions. Tbe fashion first introduced at tbe close 
of the preceding period, of interspersing the Polish language 
with Latin words and phrases, became during the present more 
and more predominant ; and was at length carried so far as to 
give even to Polish words a false Latin sound, by means of a 
Latin termination* French, German, and Italian forms of ex- 
pression soon obtained the same right. But what was stiB 
worse, and what indeed affected tbe language most of all, was 
the feet, that even the natural structure and well established syn- 
tax of the Polish language had to give place to an injudicious 
imitation of foreign idioms. Thus tbe very circumstance of h* 
great pliancy, one of its principal excellencies, became a source 
of its corruption. Poland, moreover, at a time when tbe minds 
of the rest of Europe were tolerably pacified in a religious re- 
spect, became the scene of theological controversies full of soph- 
istry and bitterness, the natural consequence of the incipient op- 
pression of tbe dissidents. The literature was overwhelmed 
with pamphlets, stuffed with a shallow scholastic erudition, and 
written in a style both bombastic and vulgar. But tbe influence 
of the Jesuits was not limited to literature and science ; it had a 
still more unhappy result in its active consequences. Poland 
became also during this century tbe theatre of a religious per- 
secution, less authorized by even tbe semblance of law than any 
which had before, or has since, occurred in other countries. 
The Arians or Unitarians, after having been for more than sixty 
years tacidy included in the general appellation of di$mdent$, 
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had to sustain between the years 1638 and 16*6 the mora* rig* 
our of oppression, and were finally banished from the country ; 
and all this without having done any thing to forfeit their rights 
a* dissidents, from which body they bad to be formally expelled 
by the united hatred of the other protectants and catholics, be- 
fore even a pretext could be devised of proceeding lawfully 
against them. Nor had the Lutherans, Cahrinists, Greeks and 
Armenians, who after the exclusion of the Unitarians, Quakers, 
and Anabaptists, were alone comprised under the name of dissi- 
dents, given any occasion for that gradual deprivation which 
they bad to encounter of their lawful rights, in the possession of 
which they bad been a hundred and fifty years undisturbed. The 
storm which threatened them, first manifested itself publicly k» 
the diets of 171? and 1718, and degenerated at last into open 
and shameless persecution. In the year 1724, a quarrel arose 
at Thorn on occasion of a procession of the Jesuits, between 
the students of one of their schools, and those of the Lutheran 
gymnasium. A Lutheran mob intermeddled and committed 
some excesses ; in consequence of which the Jesuit Wolanski, 
in the name of his order, instituted a lawsuit against the Luther* 
an magistracy of the city. The result of this lawsuit was a trag- 
ody, sucb as only the bloody pages of the books of the inquisi- 
tion can exhibit, and unequalled as to its motives in the annals 
of the eighteenth century. All the perpetrators were punished 
with the utmost rigour ; while Rosner, the president of the city, 
together with^leven citizens, were publicly beheaded, and their 
property confiscated for the benefit of tbe order. 

A body, which acted in such a spirit, placed at tbe bead of 
public education, could exert but a very injurious influence in a 
moral and religious respect ; its influence on tbe literature and 
language has been described above. Tbe general mental par- 
alysis and lethargy which reigned in Poland during this period, 
can indeed hardly be ascribed solely to their influence ; but the 
letter served greatly to increase it. For more than twenty years. 

fie schools in the whole country were in the hands of the 
its; and when in tbe year 1642 the congregation of tbe 
ists erected their first school in Warsaw, which soon was 
wed by several others founded by tbe same order, these 
seminaries had to struggle for nearly a century, watched and 
oppressed by the jealousy and despotism of tbe Jesuits, before 
t£ep could acquire any influence consisent with the spirit in which 
they were founded. To the talents and firmness of Stanislaus 
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Konarskt, himself a Piarist, the Polish literary historiaos ascribe 
the principal merits of the final victory of his order. His en- 
deavours iodeed were favoured by a combination of fortunate 
circumstances. Literature and the fine arts found a friend and 

Erotector in a gifted and accomplished king, and in several 
igb minded noblemen of even more than regal authority. But 
the period of pedantry, perversion of taste, and deficiency of 
true criticism, had already lasted more than a hundred and 
thirty years. There was much to be done to cleanse the beds 
in the garden of literature from all the weeds which bad luxuri- 
ated there, and to fertilize a soil which bad so long lain fallow. 
The details of these endeavours belong however to the follow- 
ing period. 

To the character of the theological literature of this age, we 
have above alluded. Among the protestant writers were An- 
drew and Adalbert Wengierski. The works of the latter gave 
occasion to the polemical discussions of the Jesuit Poszakowski, 
himself the author of a history of the Lutheran and of the 
Calvinistic creed, and of several other books. Other works 
on subjects of theology and education, or collections of sermons 
and devotional exercises, were published by the Jesuits Szcza- 
niecki, Koialowicz, Sapecki, Poninski, Zulkiewski and others; 
and the Piarists Gutowski, Wysocki, Rosolecki and others. The 
Jesuit Niesiecki wrote a comprehensive biblio-btograpbical 
work of great merit, which is considered as one of the best 
sources for the inquirer in Polish history and literature. 84 An- 
other Jesuit, Wiiuk Koialowicz, translated Tacitus' Annals into 
Polish, and wrote in Latin a history of Lithuania. Knapski, al- 
so a Jesuit, published a large dictionary or " Thesaurus," which 
is still highly esteemed. Lubienski, archbishop of Gneseo, wrote 
in 1740 the first detailed geography in the Polish language. 
One of the most productive writers on various subjects of theolo- 
gy, history, and politics, was Starowolski, who died in 1656. 
Fourteen of his forty-seven works are written in Polish, the rest 
in Latin. We mention further, as geographical and historical 
writers of some merit, the piarist Kola, professor Saltszewicz, 
Chodkiewicz, Niemir and Cbwalkowski ; and as a distinguished 
mathematician and scholar of general information, Broscius. 

We conclude this period with the poets of that age ; who, al- 
though perhaps they exhibited more talent than the cotempora- 
ry prose writers, must necessarily, from the nature of poetry, 

M Korona PoUka, Lemberg 1728, 174a 
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have suffered more from the predominant tastelessness of the 
time. Twardowski, d. 1660, must be named first; a poet of 
splendid gifts, but of an impure, bombastic, rhetorical style, the 
author of numerous lyrical and epic poems of very unequal value. 
After him come Vespasian Kocbowskj, the be^t lyric poet of the 
age; Gawinski, a very productive author, whose pastorals have 
been collected by Mostowski, together with those of Kocbanowski, 
Siraonides, and other classical poets ; and Wenceslaus Potocki, 
the author of novels, poetry, and more especially epigrams, apt 
without merit, but frequently licentious and indelicate. Among 
the poets of this age who are in some measure distinguished by 
Polish critics, we find also a lady, Elizabeth Druzbacka, a po- 
etess of high rank, but without a literary education or a know- 
ledge of foreign languages, though not without natural gifts. 
Satires were written by Dzwonowski and Opalinski; historical 
and didactic poems by Bialabocki, prince Jablonowski, and by 
Leszczynski, father of king Stanislaus Leszczynski. Ovid was 
translated by ilebrowski and Otfinowski ; Lucan's Pharsalia by 
Cbroscinski, who versified also portions of the Bible; and again 
with more fidelity and 6k ill by the Dominican monk Bardzinski. 
Other poets of this age were, prince Lubomirski, who on ac- 
count of his wealth and wise sayings is styled the Polish Solo- 
mon ; prince Wisniowiecki, who published whole poems with- 
out the letter r, because he could not pronounce that letter ; 
Bratkowski, the author of a series of happy epigrams ; Falibo- 
gowski, Szymonowski, the Jesuits Ignes and Poniatowiki, and 
others. 

FIFTH PERIOD. 
From 8toph«n Kontraki, A. D. 1760, to tht pwtrot tint. 

. The Polish language, at the beginning of this period, was in t 
melancholy state ; it was, to use Schaffarik's expression, strip* 

Sed of its natural gifts of perspicuity, simplicity, and strength, 
eformed by tastelessness, and grown childish and obsolete at 
the same time. It was a fortunate circumstance that, just at the 
time when several of the most powerful Polish noblemen began 
to feel an intense and patriotic interest in their language,— tbe 
king Stanislaus Augustus and his uncle prince Czartoryski ft 
their head, — there awoke a number of gifted minds, who scat- 
tered so rich a seed in the long deserted though still fertile soil,, 

Vol.1V. No. 15. 64 
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that the field of Polish literature soon flourished and boee finrif 
again. The establishment of the Monitor, a periodical work* 8 * 
to which the best and ablest men of Poland contributed, first 
exerted a happy influence on the language. Of still more io* 
portance in this respect was the establishment of a national stage, 
at the bead of which were distinguished and well qualified men. 
But the measure which produced more efiect than any other, 
was the appointment of a Department of Education, resolved 
upon by the diet of 1775* Public instruction was thus matin 
one of the great concerns of the government itself; and the 
power of the Jesuits, which had been for some time on the de- 
cline, was finally annihilated. The rich income of this order 
was henceforth entirely set apart for the benefit of learned vmIh 
tutions, to which free access was given. The provincial or de- 
partmental schools throughout the whole kingdom received a new 
organization on a different plan ; and the university of Craoow 
returned again its former rights. In respect to the instructiod 
and melioration of the situation of the common people, we 
find as yet no attention whatever paid to these important 
subjects. It was not until 1307, or the foundation of the duchy 
k of Warsaw under the administration of the king of Saxony^ 
.that the lower classes obtained their rights as men ; and unfa* 
innately even then without the power of availing themselves of 
these rights. Stanislaus Augustus, however, and some of his 
adtiisers and counsellors, acted with an honest will and neUe in* 
teotion ; and by promoting the general interests of mankind in 
literature and science, did much for the social improvement of 
their own country. 

Meanwhile this unhappy country was the scene of the most 
•violent party struggles; during which the heads of the parties 
conducted themselves with the most revolting selfishness, and an 
entire forget fulness of all political consequences and of their own 
moral responsibility. The fanaticism of the bishops of Cracow 
and Warsaw refused to the dissidents the restoration of their 
rights,; and Russia thus acquired the first pretext for intermed- 
dling with Polish affairs, in the course of a few years, Poland 
wag reduced to that torn and broken state, which induced Cath- 
arine II to consider it as a country " where one needed coly to 
stoop,. in order to pick up something." For a short time this 
couise. of things even seemed to be favourable to literature. 
'- — - . - -. . . . - . . . ^ 

** In 1364} it was tbs fit* periodkcl .ever published in Poland. 
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The nindt of men were in a state of excitement, which gave 
them power to produce the greatest and most extraordinary 
ttriogs. But a reactkm very naturally followed. After twenty 
years of mental and political struggles and combats, to sustain 
which chimed the whole united powers of mind and soul,— 
twenty years richly productive in every respect— there followed 
a mental calm, an intellectual blank, of njore than twelve years. 
It was, as if with the political dissolution of the kingdom, with 
the anathiiation of the unity of the nation, this latter had sunk 
back into a state of Intellectual paralysis. The interval from A. 
B. 1795 to A. D. 1807, in comparison with the years which 
preceded and have followed, was remarkably poor in produc- 
rieos of value. The literature of translations rose in an undue 



popo rt kro, and the purity of the language suffered considerably. 
fee government ot the duchy of Warsaw acted on wise and 
Inly nimane principles; and during the short period between 
1807 and 1812, all was done for the improvement of the coun- 
ty, which the unfortunate circumstances of the case permitted, 
wader this administration the number of schools rose from 140 
to 634 ; a commission was instituted for procuring the publica- 
tion of appropriate books of instruction in the Polish language; 
and several similar measures were taken for advancing the best 
interests of the country. The constitution of the new kingdom 
of Poland in 1815, entered essentially into the same views; and 
wis in every respect favourable to the developement of the men- 
Hl faculties of the nation. The modern kingdom of Poland em- 
Wed, indeed, not much more than the sixth part of the vast 
. territory which under the Jagellons had constituted the kingdom 
of that name. Before the cessions at Andrussov in the year 
1667, the ancient kingdom contained sixteen millions of inhabi- 
tants; the census of the modern kingdom in 1818, counted only 
3*734,000. But that the population of this exhausted country 
increased during the Russian administration,-— especially in con- 
seqaence of the encouragement given to foreign colonists, the 
establishment of manufactures which furnished means of sup- 
port for the lower classes, and other similar measures,— -is appar- 
ent from the results of the census of 1827, according to which 
the kingdom then contained 3,705,000 inhabitants. 86 
tJ vln the field of science and literature the nobility had at length 
found rivals among the free citizens ; and the courts of these 
temple* were now, through the erection of village schools, made 

* See page 475 above. 
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accessible even to the peasant, who was, in name at least* no 
longer a degraded slave.* 7 If the Russian government in Po- 
land had been exercised in practice, according to the same prin- 
ciples on which it was (bunded ; if Alexander's first intentions 
had been practically executed in the same spirit in which the 
happiness of bis Polish subjects had been theoretically planned ; 
perhaps it would have Ijeen less difficult to reconcile the mioda 
of the Poles to the loss of their independence as a nation, which 
they justly consider as an inestimable good. We have here no 
concern with politics, except so far as they have a necessary in- 
fluence on the state of general cultivation ; or so far as they give 
birth to important occasional appearances in the republic of let- 
ters. If considered in the first point of view, it is not to be de- 
nied, that the Polish nation since the foundation of the comtitw- 
tional Russian kingdom of Poland in 1815, has made more pro- 
gress towards social improvement, and has advanced more 
towards a stale of equality in a mental and intellectual respect 
with the countries of middle Europe, vis. Germany, France and 
England, than during the whole vast period of their previous 
existence. For most of these improvements, however, the pre- 
paration had already been made, in the last ten years before the. 
dissolution of the republic. The emancipation of the serfs, who 
comprised the whole peasantry, one of the fundamental laws of 
the duchy of Warsaw in 1807, was confirmed at the creation of 
the kingdom of Poland in 1815. In the diet of the kingdom,' 

97 The Polish serfs were indeed never regular slaves ; but merely 
glebat adscript^ L e. tbey could not be sold separately as mere things, 
but only with the soil they cultivated, which tbey bad no right to leave. 
They were not reduced even to this state before the fifteenth or six- 
teenth century ; for one of the statutes of Casimir the Great allows 
them the privilege of selling their property and leaving whenever 
they were ill-treated. Of the present state of the Polish peasantry, the 
author of u Poland under the dominion of Russia," (Bost, 1834,) seyer 
u The Polish peasant might perhaps be about as free, as my dog im> 
in Warsaw ; for 1 certainly should not have prevented the animal from 
learning, bad he been so inclined,* some tricks by which he could 
earn the reward of an extra bone. The freedom of the wretched Po- 
lish serfs is much the same as the freedom of their cattle ; for they 
Are brought up with as little of human cultivation," etc. p. 165. And 
again: *'The Polish serf is in every part of tbe country extremely 
poor, and of all the living creatures I have met with in this world, or 
seen described in books of natural history, he is the most wretched. 11 
f. 176. 
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doc only the nobility and the government, but also the cities and 
smaller communities had their own representatives; and all 
christian denominations acquired equal political rights. To the 
universities of Cracow, Wilna, and JLemberg, 88 there was added 
in 1 8 18 a fourth at Warsaw. The kingdom of Poland contain- 
ed in 1827, in each of its eight waiwodsbips, a palatine school, 
and besides this three other institutions for the higher branches 
of education ; fourteen principal department schools, and nine 
for sub-departments ; several professional seminaries for miners, 
teachers, agriculturists, and others ; a military academy, a school 
far cadets, and a number of elementary schools, both private 
and public. 88 The Russian-Polish provinces, i. e. the part of 
Poland united with Russia in the three successive dismember- 
ments of Poland, participate in all the means of education which 
the Russian empire affords ; the province of West Prussia and 
the grand ducby of Posen, in those of the kingdom of Prussia, 
where an enlightened government has made, as is generally ac- 
knowledged, the mental improvement of the lower classes one 
of its principal objects. The Austrian kingdom of Galicia had 
in the year 1819 two lyceums, twelve gymnasiums, several 

w Lemberg indeed can hardly be called a Polish university. All 
its professors are Germans, and the lectures are delivered in Latin or 
German. It has only three faculties, viz. the philosophical, theolog- 
ical and juridical. For medicine it has only a preparatory school, the 
course being finished at Vienna. Among the 65 medical students of 
1833, there were 41 Jews. The university had in that year, in all, 1291 
students. For the theological and juridical courses, which, according 
to law, comprise each four years, a previous preparation of two years 
spent in philosophical studies is required by the government. Thus 
die regular course of an Austrian student lasts six years. The same 
measures were taken to Germanize Cracow, during the Austrian ad- 
ministration ; but when in 1815 Cracow became a free city, it parted 
with all its German professors and became again a genuine Polish uni- 



80 From the account given of the state of the Polish common peo- 
ple in note 87 above, we must conclude that this number is very small 
Mr Ljach Szyrtna, the author of Letters on Poland, (Edinb. 1823,) says: 
"The lower classes, unfortunately,* do not enjoy the advantage of be- 
ing proportionally benefited by the learning requisite to their social 
condition. The parish schools are not sufficient to improve them in 
this respect ; and the village schools, upon which their hopes chiefly* 
rest, ore noi numenw*." p. 144. 
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other institutions for education of different names and fbr specific 

[purposes, and also numerous elementary schools: The catbo- 
ic religion b here the only reigning one ; although the protec- 
tants, who here are still comprised under the dame of di&m* 
dents, are tolerated. 

The literary activity of the Polish nation occupied in 182? 
not less than sixty printing offices and twenty booksellers. Of 
the latter fifteen were in Warsaw, the rest scattered over *fl the 
province formerly belonging to Poland. At Warsaw alone, -five 
daily political papers, and one weekly, were published inlhe Po^ 
lish language ; besides these there existed only five, viz. one 
m each of the four larger cities, Cracow, Lemberg, Wihm, and 
Posen, and a fifth at St. Petersburg. There are other periodi- 
cals for scientific objects published at Warsaw; while in the 
Other cities the German publications of that character are chief- 
ly read. The periodical published by the national institution, 
called after count Ossolinski, at Lemberg, is however consider- 
ed as the most important in the Polish language. 

The high spirit of the Polish nation, and that glowing patriot* 
km for which they are so distinguished, has induced them dur- 
ing the period of their unnatural partition and amalgamation 
with foreign nations, to devote more zeal than ever to the sole na- 
tional tie which still binds together the subjects of so many differ- 
ent powers — their language. There have been numerous learned 
societies founded, among which above all the society of the 
friends of science at Warsaw, to whom the most eminent men of 
the nation belong, must be distinguished. Academies of arts and 
sciences have been established, and associations formed for vari- 
ou9»scientific purposes. The influence of all these institutions, 
more especially that of the above mentioned society at Warsaw, 
has been very favourably employed in limiting that of the 
French and German languages, naturally induced by political 
circumstances. 

" The French language indeed, independently of the political 
events of modern times, had already acted powerfully on the 
Polish at the close of the preceding and the beginning of the 
present period. In poetry, the affected bombastic school of 
the Gongorists and Marinists had been supplanted throughout all 
Europe by the better taste of the cold, stiff) and formal French 
poets, whose defects it was much easier to imitate than their 
merits. For more than half a century the Freoch language 
reigned with an uncontrolled and unlimited sovereignly over *H 
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tte Ikmny world. But its most absolute donation was id Po- 
land. In the manners of the nobility of this country, French 
gracefulness and ease were, in a peculiar and interesting manner, 
blended, with the daring heroism of the knight and the luxuri- 
ousaesa of the Asiatic despot. French refinement and French 
witticism covered the rudeness and revelry characteristic of the 
mtddl&ages. French teachers and governesses had inundated 
tba whole country, and a journey to France was among the 
requisite conditions of an accomplished education. The Polish 
wrtteflSr— all of them belonging to the nobility — to whom from 
(fair youth the French language was equally familiar with their 
am, unconsciously disfigured the latter by Gallicisms ; since 
Kneocb forms of expression seemed to be the best adapted for 
the expression of French thoughts and French philosophy, 
lj0O£ after the rest of literary Europe had shaken off the yoke, 
the .Polish poets, although the genius of their rich, creative, and 
pliant language was decidedly opposed to such a slavery, continued 
to submit to French rules and laws, and do so partly still. But 
ike different character of the language and of the nation, iro- 
ppntea nevertheless a very different stamp on the Polish por- 
«MP*Lliteratur6. 
i, We begin the enumeration of the distinguished writers of this 

Ciod with its principal founder, Stephen Konarski, who was 
n A. D. 1700 and died in 1773. In his seventeenth year 
he entered the order of Fiarists, and became later a professor 
it* the college of this congregation at Warsaw. After a lone 
stay in Italy and France/b^ returned to Poland ; accompanied 
Uog Stanislaus Leszczynski to Lorrain ; but again returned to 
his. country and fouoded several institutions for education in 
Warsaw, Wilna and Leroberg, on principles different from* 
those of the Jesuits. In the year 1747 he went a third time to 
France, but returned after three years ; and from that time de- 
voted himself entirely to the literary and mental reform of his 
own country. Of bis printed works, twenty-eight in number, 
fourteen are written in Polish. They embrace different topics 
in poetry, and a tragedy ; but his principal merits lie in his wri- 
ting? on the subject of politics and education. 90 After him we 
the illustrious philosopher Stanislaus Leszczynski. Most of 



* His works, which have never been collected, are enumerated in 
Bfcotkowski'B History of Polish literature. Konarski was the first 
who ventured publicly to assail the IAbtrum veto. 
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his works, on politics and ethics, were written m French; to 
the Polish language be wrote, besides one or two other works, 
a history of the Old and New Testaments in verse.* Zakiski, 
known more especially by the foundation of a large and celebra- 
ted library, in which he spent au immense fortune, and which he 
finally made over to his country, 09 was the friend of king Stanis- 
laus and of Konarski. In possession of an extraordinary amount 
of knowledge, and a very extensive erudition, which however 
be owed more to his remarkable memory than to any distinguish- 
ed capacity, he wrote a large number of Latin and Polish books 
on literary and biographical subjects and on poetry; in all which 
the genius of the preceding period still reigns. Another noble- 
man of high rank who distinguished himself by his patriotism 
and erudition, was Wenceslaus Rzewuski, waiwode ot Podolia, 
and contemporary with Zaluski, whom he surpassed however in 
critical taste and productive powers. His translation of the Psalns 
b highly esteemed. A still higher name as a patron of literature 
and the arts, is the uncle of king Stanislaus Augustus, prince Ad- 
am Ceartoryski. He was marshal of the diet in 1764, when 
the ill famed liberum veto was abolished, which gave to every 
deputy singly the right of overthrowing the otherwise unanimous 
resolutions of the diet, and thus was the principal cause of the 
lawless disorder which disgraced the sessions of this body. His 
merits as a statesman and a Mecaenas, are equal. Several histor- 
ical works designed to advance the honour of Poland, were pub- 
lished under his care and at his instigation. Amid all his nu- 
merous avocations, he found time to write several pieces for the 
national stage, which, as a promoter of the purity of the language, 
was a subject of his particular care and attention. 93 By the side 
of the name of Czartoryski, shines that of Potocki. More than 
one member of this illustrious faintly had in former times ae~ 

* l Nancy 1733. 

98 This celebrated library was transferred to St. Petersburg at the 
dismemberment of Poland, and has not yet been restored. 

83 The Czartoryskis may justly be called the Polish Medici, from 
the liberal patronage which toe accomplished members of this family 
have ever given to talent and literary merit. Their celebrated seat, 
Pukwi, tbe subject of many songs and also of an episode in De- 
lille'8 Jardins, was destroyed by the Russians in the late war, aiyl 
ias literary treasures are said to have been carried to St. Petersburg!!. 
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mipmI the right of citizens m the republic of letters. Count Paul 
rotocki and bis grandson Anthony, in the seventeenth and begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century, were both equally celebrated for 
their talents. The works of the former were published by count 
Zaluskt, under the title of Qenealogia Potockiana ; the speeches 
•ad addresses of the latter, are partly printed in Daneykowicz' 
Smmda Polona, and were in their time considered as models. 
But the most elevated rank in this family is occupied by the two 
bi otb e is Ignatius and Stanislaus Kostka Fotocki. whether as pat- 
riot* and statesmen, or as w ience. Ignatius, 
betides promoting several and bearing the 
expenses of more than < urposes of sci- 
ence and learning, was hirr Iter. He trans- 
lated Condillac's work on tugrc, mm uuruuuicu it into the Polish 
schools as a class book. His merits in respect to public ed- 
ucation are great ; he was one of the most urgent promoters of 
the emancipation of the serfs ; and at his death in the year 1809, 
be left behind the reputation of a true friend of the people. 
His brother Stanislaus Kostka, although entertaining the same 
political principles, did not take the same active part during the 
struggles of the Poles for their expiring independence; he retir- 
ed to Austria after the king had joined the confederation of Tar- 
gowicz, and there devoted himself entirely to his studies. In 
1807 he returned to his country, and there as president of the 
department for schools and education, he found means to 
tarry out his enlightened views and benevolent intentions for 
the good of bis country. At the foundation of the kingdom of 
Poland in 1815, he was made minister of public instruction, and 
was always found at the head of every noble and patriotic under- 
taking. From his oratorical powers, he was called princeps elo- 
(mtntiae. In respect to genius he was above his brother ; al- 
though the latter seems to have surpassed him in energy of char- 
acter. His principal work, " on Style and Eloquence," was pub- 
lished in 1815; another work of value is his translation of 
Winkelmann's book on ancient art, which he accompanied by 
illustrations and remarks, but did not finish. His influence on 
Polish literature was decided. 94 Another nobleman, distinguish- 

•* The title of the former work is : O wynwwit % ttyfti, Warsaw 
1815—16. Another work is Pochwahj, movoy i roxprawy, i. e. Eulo- 
gies, Speeches and Essays, among which are nine on Polish lite- 
rature, Warsaw 1816. Stanislaus Potocki waa also the prineipal 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 65 
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ed as an orator and political writer, was Hugo Kollantay, court 
Sztumberg, who published together with Ignatius Potocki a his- 
tory of the constitution. 

At the head of the historical writers of Poland stands howev- 
er Naruszewicz, the faithful translator of Tacitus, whose style he 
adopted also in his original works. His history of the Polbb 
nation is considered as a standard work ; as a production, which 
in respect to erudition, philosophical conception, and style, is the 
chef d'c&uvre of Polish literature, and would be one of the 
chief ornaments of that of every nation. The six volumes of 
this work comprise only the period between A. D. 965 and 1386, 
beginning with the second volume ;* as for the 6rst, which wmafio 
have contained the earliest history of Poland, he intended to 
have executed it afterwards, and had indeed collected all the ne- 
cessary materials, but was prevented by death. The Warsaw 
Society of Friends of Science published it thirty years after hie 
death, and endeavoured to engage the principal talents of Poland 
in the continuation of his work. This was done in such i way, 
that each writer was to undertake the history of the administra- 
tion of a single king ; and at last, after each work bad ap- 
peared separately, the society was to make a collection of toe 
whole, and, if necessary, cause it to be rewritten. Several mUe 
men have devoted themselves to this work. The plan of the so- 
ciety, which by its very nature excluded all unity of character, 
seems to have met with more approbation than, according to oar 
opinion, it deserved. The Polish public is however indebted to it 
for more than one valuable work on history, to which it gere 
birth. Naruszewicz had collected for this work a library of 
materials, in 360 folio volumes. He wrote also a history of the 
Tartars, a biography of the Lithuanian captain Chodkiewics, 
and was admired as a poet. He died in 1796, it is said of grief 
at the fate of his unhappy country. 

Naruszewicz was educated by the Jesuits, and was himself of 
that order until its dissolution. He died as bishop of Luck. In 
respect to time he stands as the first eminent writer of a new pe- 
riod, just on the verge of the past ; and even his warmest adroit^ 
ers do not deny that he participated, in some slight degree, m the 

mover in the publication of the splendid work : Monumtnla rtgum Po- 
hniae Cracovitnsia, Warsaw 1822. Stanislaus Kostka P. must not 
be confounded with Stanislaus Felix P. his cousin, one of the most 
obstinate advocates of the ancient constitution and its corruptions, 
Who sold his errantry to Russia. 
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character of that past, by a certain inclination to panegyric and 
a fldwery style, cut in energy and richness of thought he far 
surpasses all his predecessors, and has not yet been reached by 
any wbo bare written after bim. 06 

Arother historical work of value on Poland, was edited by Le- 
lewe 7 . The history of Poland by Waga, in the want of a more 
suitable work, had been in use as a class book in the Polish 
schools for more than fifty years. Lelewel, in order to improve 
its popularity, took this book as a foundation, but completely re- 
cast it, divided the history of Poland according to a plan per- 
fectly new, completed the work, and published it under Waga's 
oane. His rich additions regard chiefly the legislature, statis- 
tics, and tt|e cultivation of the country. His very division of 
the history of Poland, into Poland conquering, Poland divided, 
Foland flourishing, and Poland on the decline, seems to indi- 
cate tbe political tendency of his work, and his desire to im- 
|*res8 upon the Polish youth the great moral lessons which his- 
tory presents. 

Another history of Poland of more extent was published by 
Banfkie. Lelewel said of the second edition of this book, 
which appeared in 1820, that "a more perfect work in this de- 
partment did not exist." 

One of the most remarkable writers of his time on history 
and bibliography, was the Jesuit Albertrandy, who besides be* 
iog the author of several historical works and treatises, was in- 
defatigable in collecting materials for the history of his country. 
He went to Italy, and here gathered during a stay of three 
years a hundred and ten folio volumes of extracts, entirely writ- 
ten with his own hand. He then went to Stockholm and Up- 
sal, where the most important manuscripts relative to Poland are 
deposited. The Swedish government was narrow-minded 
enough, to allow him access to their libraries only on condition of 
bis not taking any written notes. But Albertrandy bad so re- 
markable a memory, that he was able to make up for this dis- 
advantage, by writing down every evening all that be bad read 
during the day, and added in this way not less then ninety folio 
volumes to bis library of manuscripts. 

95 His complete works are to be found in the great collection of 
count Mostowski, Warsaw 1804 — 5, 12 volumes. They appeared in 
1824 at Breslau in a stereotype edition, in six volumes. Poetical works, 
Wan. 1778. 
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Portioas of Polish history or subjects belonging to k wet* 
treated with success by the poet Niemcewicz ; by Beotkowski, 
Kwiatkowski, Soltykowicz, Surowieoki, Lelewel, Qoacewicx, 
the counts Ossolioski and Czaki, the former distinguished by 
learning and critical discernment the latter the author of an es- 
teemed history of the Polish and Lithuanian laws; by Maiewski, 
Siarczynski, and others. The princess Isabella Czartoryaki iar 
tended her" Pilgrim of Dobromil," to be a book of historical in- 
struction fiir the common people. Abridgements of Polish history 
were given by Miklaszewski and Falenski. The historical songs 
written by Niemcewicz, at the instigation of the Warsaw Society 
of Friends of Science, are alsojo be considered asbeiongiogto 
history, as well as to poetry, since they -are accompanied by val- 
uable historical illustrations. The same author wrote Memoirs 
on ancient Poland. Turski translated the memoirs of Choi- 
sain oa the administration of Henry of Valois; and the memoirs 
of Michael Ogioski, Sur la Pologue et les Polonait ds- 
puis 1788 jusqu'en 1815, are a valuable contribution to the 
history of our time. The modern periodicals likewise contain 
many well written historical essays, some of tbero of decided 
importance. This is especially true of the Memoirs of War* 
saw, and also of Lemberg, the Scientific Memoirs* the Wilaa 
and Warsaw Journals, the Bee of Cracow, the Am of Poosoa- 
nia, and others. 

We have remarked above, as a characteristic of the Polish 
literature, that although Poland has always been rich in talents 
of every description, yet its literary contributions have aimed 
less at the advancement of science in general, than to exalt the 
glory of the Polish name, and thus have an immediate reflexive 
influence on the nation. In the same spirit, the history of -other 
countries has received little attention, oot excepting even ancieat 
history* Poland indeed does not possess a single distinguished 
work on foreign history ; and their Gibbons and Robertsons 
seem ever to have been absorbed in their own patriotic kuar- 
ests. As writers of merit on universal history and its auxiliary 
branches, we may mention Cajetan and Vincent Skrzetuski 9 cowsr 
John Potocki, Bohusz, Jodlowski, Sowinski, prince Sa,pieba» 
count Berkowski, and above all Lelewel, whose work on the 
discoveries of the Carthaginians and Greeks has been translated 
into German* (A. D. 1832,) accompanied by an introduction 
from the celebrated Hitter. 

The Polish language, the purity of which at the beginning of 
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tbe promt period whs an object of particular atteotioo, has in 
our own century been tbe subject of numerous learned inquiries, 
some of which have added considerably to tbe light thrown in 
modern times by Slavic-German scholars upon the Slavic lan- 
guages and Slavic history in general. Linde, besides several 
other philological and historical writings, has enriched Slavio 
literature with a comparative critical dictionary in six volumes, 
which is considered as one of tbe standard works of tbe lan- 
gfsgew Bantkie, the author of several historical and biblio- 
graphical works of -great merit in tbe Polish, Latin, and Ger- 
m*j* languages, has written a Polish grammar and Polish-Ger- 
ma# dictionary. Rakowiecki prepared a new edition of the 
Jm m*$*onm> introduced by a critical preface, and accompa> 
nied with many explanatory notes. We must however, take 
this occasion to remark, that tbe Polish critics io general, although 
perhaps io every other respect quali6ed as sagacious and impar- 
tial judges, are by no means infallible on subjects which have 
any relation to their own couutry. The glory and honour of 
their own nation are always with them tbe principal objects, to- 
which not seldom tbe impartiality of a scientific inquirer, and 
even historical troth, is unscrupulously sacrificed. Maiewski 
wrote a hook rich in ideas on the Slavi ;* bibliographical works, 
and hooks on the literary history of Poland have been published 
by Cbroroinski, Sowinski, Juszyoski, count Ossolinski, Szureski, 
nod more especially by Bentkowski. 9 * Count Stan. Potocki's 
works contain likewise a number of articles on Polish literature* 
Jo the previous periods, all bibliographical works were written ia 

The eminent talent of the Poles for eloquence, enjoyed, dur- 
ing the early part of this period and before tbe dissolution of the 
republic, the best possible opportunity for developement, among 
the intellectual struggles and combats occasioned by the political 
circumstances of the country and tbe discussion of new political 
theories. The constitutional diet of 1788 — 1791 exhibited a 
rich store of oratorical talent. Tbe names of tbe Potookis* 
Sapieha, Czartoryski, Kollantay, Matusaewicz, Niemcewics, 
Soltyk, Kiciaski, «nd others, were known with distinction all 
over the world. The eloquence of tbe pulpit was of course 

• O Slawianachi ich pobratymcach, Warsaw 1816. 

96 Bentkowski's Hisioriya litcralury PoUk. Wars. 1814, contains a 
catalogue of all works published on Polish literature, to 1614 ; see 
Vol. I. p. 1—73. 
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much less cultivated in a nation which lives chiefly in polities* 
Lachowskif a Jesuit and court preacher of the last king, is by 
the Poles considered as a very distinguished preacher, although 
according to German judges he was shallow and voluble; and 
was surpassed by bis cotemporary Wyrwicz, and above all 
by Karpowicz. Prazmowaki, Jakubowski, Woronicz bishop 
of Warsaw, Szienewski, Szweykowski, Zacharyaazewicz, and 
others,~are esteemed as powerful preachers. 

Besides the oratorical powers and the historical productions 
of the Poles, the reputation of their modern literature rests 
chiefly on poetry. Although the Polish poets adhered longer 
to the strict rules of Boileau than the rest of Europe, and have 
only in the most recent times chosen better models in the Ger- 
mans and English — without however having been able to free 
themselves entirely from their French chains — yet the national 
genius of their language has often conquered the artificial re- 
straints of narrow rules and arbitrary laws. Naruscewicz, the 
celebrated historian, occupies also a distinguished rank as a poet. 
He translated Anacreon and some of Horace's odes ; but wrote 
still more original pieces, odes, pastorals, epigrams, satires, and 
a tragedy entitled ' Gutdo.' The most distinguished poet wi- 
der Stanislaus Augustus was Krasicki, bisltop of Ermeland or 
Warmia, and later of Goesen, the Polish Voltaire. His prin- 
cipal works are an epic under the title of Woyna Cktcimska, 
or * War of Chocim,' and three comic epics, one of which, Mom- 
achomachia, ridicules the monkish system and exhibits its ab- 
surdity in strong colours. He wrote this poem at the sugges- 
tion of Frederic the Great, to whose coterie of literary friends 
he belonged. His great heroic epic is considered by bis coun- 
trymen as a standard work ; while foreigners look at it as a val- 
uable historical poem indeed, but as utterly deficient in true 
epic power and original invention. His smaller poems and 
prose writings are replete with wit and spirit ; and as a prose 
writer he appears as one of the few who were not blind to the 
defects and follies of their countrymen. Of his translations w* 
mention Oqsian and Plutarch. 97 Trembecki, d. 1812, as a 
lyric poet, takes equal rank, according to some Polish critics, 
with Krasicki. His chief poem, Zofiotcka, which has beeo 



97 Krasicki's complete works were published by Dmochowaki» 
Warsaw 1803 — 4. A stereotype edition appeared at Bratai m 
1834. 
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translated into French by La Garde, is of that descriptive, con* 
templative kind, which was fashionable in his day. Szymanow- 
ski, d. 180 J, a writer of pastorals, is distinguished for delicacy 
and sweetness. As to the beauty of bis diction his countrymen 
are the best judges ; but as for the character and real poetical 
rakie of bis productions, we doubt whether the sounder taste of 
our day would relish the whole species so highly as was done 
at a time, when the forms of society had reached the very sum- 
mit of artificial perversion. A certain longing after nature and 
its purity was the necessary result of such a state of things ; but 
ev*n nature itself they were unable to see, except in an artificial 
light. The Polish productions of this species in the present 
period, savour strongly of the French school ; whilst the pasto- 
rals of the sixteenth century hover in the midst between tbe 
bucolics of the ancients and the Italian and Spanish eclogues. 
There was the same decided influence of the French litera- 
ture on Wengierski, who died in 1787 ; although less in respect 
to taste than to morals. Karpinski, also a writer of pastorals, ap- 
proaches nearest the Greeks, and is on the whole a poet of un- 
common talent. All bis original writings bear a strong national 
stamp. His translation of Racine's Athalia is considered as a 
master piece, and his version of the Psalms has not been sur- 
passed in any language. Another distinguished poet is Kniaz- 
nin, remarkable for a certain external freshness, which imparts 
life to all his productions. He was educated in the college of 
the Jesuits at Witebsk, and it was during his whole life a matter 
of regret to him that he " had lost the golden season of bis youth, 
and wasted tbe labour of sleepless nights on irksome trifles." 
Notwithstanding this learned education, tbe author of tbe Letters 
oo Poland finds between him and Burns a kind of analogy. 
Kniaznin's principal fame rests on a ludicrous heroic called the 
'Balloon.' 

The following are further regarded among their countrymen 
as poets of tbe first rank, viz. Niemcewicz, Brodzinski, bishop 
Woronicz, and Mickiewicz. Niemcewicz is also known by 
bis political fortunes and influence, and is equally esteemed as an 
historian and for his poetical talents. Tbe eloquence which he 
exhibited in the diet of 1788 — 92, as the nuntius or deputy of 
Lithuania, laid tbe foundation of his fame. When his country 
was lost, after having fought at the side of Kosciuszko and shared 
his (Sue as a prisoner, he accompanied this great man to Aroeiv 
ica, where be associated with Washington, whose life he has 
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since described. His eulogy on Kosciuszko is Considered as a 
masterpiece. His principal works are his historical songs, Iris 
dramas, and his " Reign of Sigismund III." Whatever he writes 
evinces eminent talents; as to which his friends only deplore 
that he has scattered them so much, or, according to the expres- 
sion of the author of the Letters on Poland, that " his genius was 
too eager in embracing at once so much within its potent grasp, 
and thus, instead of concentrating his powers, lessened their bril- 
liant beams, by diffusing them over too wide a horizon. 98 

John Woronicz, bishop of Cracow, and afterwards of Warsaw, 
whom we have named above as one of the most eloquent preach- 
ers, is equally celebrated as a poet. His productions all have a 
character of dignity and loftiness, and, with the exception of 
some religious hymns, are devoted to the historical fame of his 
country. His '* Sybil," in which he conjures up in succession 
the ancient Polish kings from their graves to behold the cruel 
slate of their once triumphant country, and the "Lechiade," an 
epic, which Schaffarik considers as the best Polish production of 
this species, are his principal works. The inclination of the 
Polish poets to celebrate and exalt their own country and the 
heroic deeds of their ancestors, without even admitting the pos- 
sibility of rivalship on the part of any other nation, can easily be 
accounted for; while to foreign critics, the same poems which 
inspire Polish readers with patriotic enthusiasm, often appear 
pompous and void of that simplicity, which is the true source of 
the sublime. 

Casimir Brodzinski is an eminent original poet, and an admi- 
rable translator. His poetry is pervaded by a character of 

96 P. 221. Niemcewicz's works have not yet been collected. Of 
his Spitwy historycne y or ' Historical Songs/ Warsaw 1819, Bowring 
gives some specimens, These songs were set to music by distinguish- 
ed Polish composers, especially ladies, and on account of their deep 
patriotic interest, have reached a higher degree of popularity than 
any other Polish work. They were written at the instigation of the 
Warsaw M Society of Friends of Science." Besides his two bistort* 
cal works, Dzme pqnowania Zygmunta III, or Reign of SigtsmuDd 111, 
Warsaw 1819, and Zbior paMutrnkow, etc. a collection of uoprinfed 
documents, Wars. 1822; and his large .historical novel Janz Teczyma, 
Ware. 1825 ; Niemcewice published Ltyba % Szora, or Letters of Polish 
Jews, Wars. 1821, presenting a good illustration of their situation. 
His most recent production, an elegiac poem, was published at Leip- 
fcig 1882. See below. 
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strong and decided nationality, and Bowring says of him : " If 
any man can be considered the representative of Polish feelings, 
and as having transfused them into his productions, Brodzinski 
is certainly the man." He has translated Ossian, and first in- 
troduced Scott's masterpieces into the literature of Poland. 

Mickiewicz is the youngest of the Polish writers of celebrity, 
and owes his reputation as a poet of eminent talent chiefly to 
three small volumes of miscellaneous poetry, first published about 
ten years ago. To these a fourth was added in 1833, in which 
were deposited the riper productions of bis manhood ; whilst the 
earlier ones contained the beautiful effusions of his youthful feel- 
ings." 

But the series of Polish poets who have manifested more than 
common talent, is too long to permit us to enumerate them all ; 
and even a complete catalogue of their names must not be ex- 
pected in these pages, which are devoted merely to a historical 
view of the whole literature, and to individuals only so far as 
they go to form characteristic features of the physiognomy of 
the former. The " Dictionary of Polish poets," published in 
1820 by Juszynski, describes the lives of not less than 1400 in- 
dividuals, independently of course of their poetical worth. We 
confine ourselves to presenting some of the most distinguished 
names in addition to those above-mentioned, viz. Gurski, a very 
productive and popular writer ; L» Osinski, still more esteemed 
as a critic; Molski, Tanski, Boncza Tomaszewski, Okraszew- 
aki, Tymowski, Szydlowski, and Kozmian, the author of a pop- 
ular didactic poem. 

Polish literature is particularly rich in excellent translations. 
This is due partly to the richness and pliability of the language 
itself. Dmochowski, Przybylski, and Staszyc, translated Ho- 
mer ; and the two first, also Virgil. Dmocbowski's translations 
are in . rhymed verse ; those of Przybylski, who also enriched 
Polish literature with translations of the Paradise Lost, the Lusi- 
ad, and of many other poems, are in the measures of the origin- 
als, and manifest both a profound knowledge of the foreign lan- 
guages and great dexterity in using his own. Staszyc has writ- 
ten valuable works on various subjects, and enjoys a high esteem 
as a literary man and patriot. Felinski, the translator of Delille 
and Racine, is considered as the most harmonious Polish versi- 



w The fourth volume appeared at Paris ; where also his earlier po- 
etry was reprinted in 1828 under the title : Poczyc Adama Mickiewiczcu 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 66 
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fier. Hodani, Osinski, Kicinlki, Kruazynakit b**« 
transplanted the productions of the French Parnassus iolo the 
Polish soil ; Sienkiewicz, Odyniec, Mickiewicz, and others have 
devoted their talents to the English. Okrasoewski translated the 
Greek tragie poets. Minasowicz, the author of fifty-three vari- 
ous works, and Nagurczewski, translated also several of the an* 
cient authors, but according to the best critics with more know* 
ledge of the classic languages, than skill in the management of 
tfeetr own. Among all the distinguished poets mentioned above, 
there is hardly one, who besides his original productions, did 
not likewise devote bis talents to poetical translations ; in which 
Karpinski, Naruscewicz, and Krasicki, succeeded to admiration. 

In the whole domain of poetry, there is no branch ia which 
the Poles less succeeded, or at least have manifested a greater 
want of original power, than the dramatic. Here the influeooe 
of the French school was mo6t decided, and indeed exclusive* 
We have seen above what pains were taken by the meet distfc* 
guished men of the nation, to establish a national stage ; to which 
they looked, not in the light of a frivolous amusement, but as a 
school for purifying and elevating the national language and lite* 
rary taste, and also as a means of correcting vice by ridiculing 
k. In this view several clergymen wrote for the theatre. The 
Jesuit Bohomolec wrote the first original comedies, in 1767; 
other comedies, valuable as pictures of the time, were written 
by bishop Kossakowski. Prince Czartoryski we have mentioned 
above as a writer of dramas. Zablocki, Lipinski, Osinski, Ko» 
walski and others transplanted the French masterpieces to the 
Polish stage, or imitated them. The actors Boguslawski, Bio- 
kwski, and ZoHcowski, wrote original pieces. Tragedies, moat* 
ly on subjects of Polish history, were written by Niemcewica, 
Felinski, Dembowski, Slowacki, Kropinski, Hofmann, and F. 
Wenzyk, whose " Glmski" is considered as the best Polish pro* 
duction of this kind. The most popular comedies in recent 
times are by count Fredro, who is called the Polish Molidre* 
The Polish stage is still richer in melo-dramas, especially ratal 
pictures in a dramatic form ; of which Niemcewics's piece 
" John Kochanowski" is a fine specimen. 

As it respects novels, tales in prose, and similar productions, 
the literature of Poland has been much less overwhelmed with 
this species of writing, in which mediocrity is so easy and per- 
fection so rare, than that of their neighbours the Russians. We 
think this can easily be accounted lor. They possess few, for 
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Ibe same reason that the English are so rich in them. Domestic 
fife, the) true basis of tbe modern novel, has no charms in Po- 
land. The whole tendency of the nation is towards public life, 
splendour, military fame; theirs are not the modest virtues of 
private retirement, but the heroic deeds of public renown. Tbe 
beauty, the spirit, tbe influence of their women, is generally ae- 
lotowiedged ; but that female reserve and delicacy which draws 
tfcelbreadof an English novel through three volumes, would be 
looked for in vain in Poland. Niemcewicz however published 
in 1827 an historical novel, "John of Trenczyn," which is con- 
sidered as a happy imitation of Scott. Others were written by 
count Skarbeck. Among the novels, which present a psycho* 
logical deveioperoent of character and a description of fapbtona- 
MfrKft, "Tbe Intimations of tbe Heart" is consid+ited to the 
principal work. It was written by tbe princess of Wirtemberg, 
daaghter of Adam and Isabella Czartoryski. Another highly 
ensemed female writer is Clementina Hofmaon, formerly Tanskcr. 
'' The Poles, although from a feeling of pride and patriotism 
aaturaHy disposed to overrate the productions of their own lite- 
rature, are far from being deficient in critical judgment or in ex- 
alted Weapon tbe theory of tbe beautiful. The counts Stan, Po» 
tocki and Ossolinski, L. Osinski, Golaoski, and others, maintain a 
high rank in this department. 

Philosophy, as an abstract science, independently of its im- 
mediate application to subjects of real life, has never found more 
than a few votaries among the Poles. In the beginning of the 
seventeenth century, Aristotle was translated into Polish by Pe- 
ttyci. For nearly two hundred years, the teachers of philoso- 
phy in the Polish universities stopped at Aristotle ; aod a few 
commentaries on his Ethics and Politics composed the whole 
philosophical literature of Poland. In the first years of our own 
century, Jaronski and Scianawski made an attempt to introduce 
Ike philosophy of Kant ; but although the cause appeared to be 
ia the best bands, they met with little success. Gaiucbowski, a 
German philosophical writer of merit, is a Pole by birth.* 
j j Wot tbe study of polite literature and tbe Slavic languages, 
Warsaw is the principal seat ; for philology and the exact scien- 
ces, the university oi Wilna. This learned institution has taken 
Special pains in respect to the necessary elementary books for 

■*■ " >■ " — ■ — 

' ,• Author of the work : Die Philosophic in ihrtm VerhaUnisse zvm 
Ltfxn gamier Fdlker, Erlangen 1822. 
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the study of the classical languages ; and is distinguished by its 
able professors Groddek, Bobrowski, and Zukowski. The for* 
nier, a scholar of high reputation, in addition to several original 
philological works, has translated Buttmann's Greek Grammar 
into Polish ; the latter has published also a Greek and a He- 
brew Grammar. In the oriental languages Senkowski at St* 
Petersburg is distinguished ; and count Rzewuski at Vienna has 
great desert in connexion with the celebrated periodical work, 
Fundgrubtn du Orient*. 

In consequence of the grand-duke Constantino's predilection 
for mathematics, an undue share of attention, during the last fit 
teen years, has been paid in schools to the exact or empirical sci- 
ences ; undue we call it, because on account of its excess, the 
moral and literary pursuits of the pupils have necessarily been 
neglected. Mathematics, during this whole period, were taught 
by several eminent men ; by John Sniadecki, who is at the same 
time considered as a model in respect to style and language; by 
Poczobut, Zaborowski, Czech, Rogalinski, and others. In the 
same departments the names of Twardowski, Polinski, and Kon- 
kowski, must be honourably mentioned. Count Sierakowski 
wrote a classical work on architecture ; and the learned Polish JeW 
Stern is celebrated over all Europe as the inventor of arithmeti- 
cal and agricultural machines. Count Cbodkiewicz and An- 
drew Sniadecki are distinguished chemists. Natural philoso- 
giy, although less studied, has able professors in H. Osinski and 
ystrzycki ; natural history, more especially botany and zoology, 
in Kluk and Jundzill. Medicine, until the last seventy years, 
was in Poland exclusively in the hands of foreigners, especially 
Germans and French ; 100 since then several gifted Poles have 
devoted themselves to this science, although they have not yet 
formed a national school. Lafontaine, body physician of the 
last king* Dziarkowski, Perzyna, Malcz, and others, must be men- 
tioned here. The university of Wilna is the most celebrated 
school for medical science. 



100 See Dr Connor's History of Poland, 1698. Even as late as the 
close of the seventeenth century, the Poles were barbarians enough to 
look upon the profession of a physician with contempt. They had 
however in earlier times some very celebrated physicians, as Martin 
of OIkusc, Felix of Lowicz, and Struthius, who was called to Spain 
to save the life of Philip II, and even to the Turkish sultan Soli- 
man II. 
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Among the reflecting statesmen of Poland, there has recent* 
]j been a great deal of attention bestowed on national economy 
and its various branches, more especially on studies connected 
with agriculture, as being the science most applicable to the pres- 
ent wants of the country. Poland being the most extensive plain 
in Europe, and for the most part of a very rich and fertile soil, 
the Poles would seem destined by nature to be an agricul- 
tural people. We cannot but observe here, that from this very 
circumstance, the wretched state of the labouring classes is pla- 
ced in a still more striking light. The interests of agricultural 
science have been promoted by different societies, and several 
able treatises on those subjects have been published ; although k 
does not appear that any new theory or principles have been 
started. Ol all the branches of moral science, political economy 
has met in Poland with the most disciples. Valuable statistical 
works on Poland in the Polish language have been written by 
Staszyc, honourably mentioned above, by Slawiarski and others. 
Swieocki in bis c Geography of ancient Poland,' Surowiecki in 
his * History of the Polish towns and peasantry,' give very valu- 
able statistical notices; and the * Journey to Constantinople and 
Troy' by count Raczynski, contains an exact statistical account 
of Podolia and the Ukraine. 

The science of law must ever have been in a melancholy state 
in a country like Poland. Poland proper has always been govern- 
ed by statutes and constitutions, sanctioned by the diet. These 
were either founded on ancient usages, consuetvdines, or occa- 
sioned by particular circumstances. The towns were governed 
according to the code of Magdeburgh. In Lithuania the an- 
cient Lithuanian statutes, collected in 1529, prevailed and still 
prevail, if not in collision with any intervening ukase.* In the other 
provinces, the laws of the respective monarchies to which they are 
annexed, are in force. Thus the different portions of Poland 
are governed in accordance with seven different systems of 
law. 101 Under the administration of the last king of Poland, 
which was so rich in improvements, a general code of laws was 
also planned, and projects were prepared by able statesmen and 
lawyers ; but they were all rejected by the diet of 1777. Unr 
der the Russian administration, preparation was made from the 

* This code is frequently called the code of Leo Sapieha, the sub- 
chancellor of Lithuania, who in A. D. 1568 translated it from the 
White Russian into the Polish language. 

101 See Revue EneyclopMqut, Oct. 1827, p. 219. 
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very beginning for the introduction of a new code 3 but the first 
project of a criminal code presented by the council of state, 
was likewise rejected by the diet of 1890. A portion of the 
civil code was accepted in A. D. 1895 ; bat the complete code* 
which was ready for publication in the year 1830, baa not, to 
hr as we are informed, yet been introduced. The administra- 
tion of justice in Poland is about as bad as in Russia ; being 
nothing but one great system of bribery and corruption. Of the 
judges of the lower courts, two thirds are elected ; one third of 
these and all the officers of the higher tribunals, are appointed 
by the government. In former times the profession of a law- 
yer, as well as that of a physician, was considered in Poland is 
degrading and unworthy of a nobleman. These two profession! 
were not indeed prohibited by law, like that of trad e r s fo r a 
nobleman who retailed u by yards or by pints," legally lost bis 
rank— -but custom had made all those occupations which wars 
the source of pecuniary profit, equally the objects of contempt. 
There was even a time, " when it was reckoned a matter of 1* 
difference for a nobleman to understand arithmetic."** In mod- 
ern times the ideas on this subject have of course changed ; tba 
study of law is no longer despised, especially in its necessary 
connexion with the administration of justice. Slotwinski in Cra- 
cow, Brantkie and Maciejowski in Warsaw, are esteemed 
as teachers of law. The Ifoman law, both civil and criminal, is 
studied in the universities, as well as the law of nature and na- 
tions ; which latter, in the case of this unhappy country, has 
been for more than sixty years so cruelly violated. 

It is a singular fact, that although, down to the year 1818 
when the Russian government interfered to prevent it, foreign 
travel was one of the favourite means of education among the 
Polish nobility, their literature exhibits hardly any books of trav- 
els. A few were formerly written in Latin pr French ; among 
the latter we mention John Potocki's * Travels for the purpose 
of discovering Slavic antiquities, 9 Hamb. 1795. In more mod- 
ern times count Raczynski, bas published a ' Journal of bis 
travels to Constantinople and the plain of Troy,' richly embel- 
lished with illustrations. 103 A view of Great Britain wis 
given in 1828 by Ljach Szyrma, under jthe title : AngHa s 
Szkocya. 

m See Lettera on Poland, p. 103. 

109 Breslau 1821. The earnc author published John Sobkskft 
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We have thus brought down the history of Polish lkeratwre to 
the year 1830, ao epoch of glorious, although most melancholy 
moment in the history of Poland. To that time the survey 
which we have given, at the beginning of this period, must be 
chiefly applied. The state of the country, oo the whole, was 
prosperous. The cruel wrongs inflicted on the Poles, were all 
in express violation of a constitution, which in 1815 met with 
die approbation of Kosciuszko and the best of the nation. A no* 
Me individual or a high-spirited people can more easily sub* 
mk even to unjust laws, than to arbitrary despotism. • Legally 
the grand duke bad no right to keep a single Russian soldier in 
Poland ; by the terms of the constitution they could be there on* 
ly as foreign guests. Legally the press was free. Legally 
roland could have defended herself by her charter against every 
arbitrary act of her sovereign or bis viceroy. It would seem, 
however, that even the repeated infringements of the cooatito* 
tieo, and the direct violation of the laws bv the government, did 
not contribute so much to induce the Poles to insurrection, a* 
the fierce and brutal behaviour of the Russian generalissimo, and of 
tbe Russian civil and military officers high and low, whose prof* 
Kgaoy bad long made them the objects of deep contempt. The 
annals of Warsaw indeed present, during tbe Russian adminis- 
tration, one of tbe most revolting pictures which history exhib* 
its ; and the idea that it owes its darkest shades principally to 
the reckless despotism of one individual, serves only to make 
them appear still darker. 

The war, which called into exercise all the mental faculties 
of the nation, put a stop of course to all literary activity ; but 
even during the more quiet period which has succeeded it— the 
quietness of a cemetery — tbe dejected spirits of the nation, whose 
noblest sons an interval of two years has rendered prisoners, ex* 
ilea, or corpses, are easily to be perceived in the results of their 
intellectual pursuits. A small volume containing three poems 
by Niemcewicz and Mickiewiez, was printed in 1833 at Leipzig. 
It is the swan-like melodv of the aged poet ; whilst tbe younger 
celebrates the exploits of his valiant brethren. The late vice* 
pjmideot of Warsaw, Xavier Bronikowski, now publishes Pet* 
* MRsceUen in the German language at Nuremberg.* For 



Letters, a work read throughout all Europe, in its French translation 
by count Plater and Salvandy. 
• An association of literary gentleman at Paris, mostly exiles from 
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the expression of all patriotic feelings, the Polish printing offioes 
at home are of course shut up. The fifteen printing offices at 
Warsaw, nevertheless, during the interval between March and 
December in the year 1632, issued not less than sixty-three 
Polish works. The meet important among this number is a 
History of the Slavic Legislatures! by Prof. Maciejowskt. 
Schanrik was expected to accompany it with a sketch of Sla- 
vic History and Geography, but was prevented by sickness and 
domestic affliction. Another, although more limited work, ban 
Exhibition of the Slavic rights of inheritance, by J. Hub*. 
Learned treatises of this kind were until recently wholly want- 
ing in the Polish literature, and have loog been a desideratum 
among Slavic scholars. 

The publication of the early chronicles, intended to render 
them more accessible to the public, is continued. Idskowski 
has published a valuable contribution to the history of the arts, in 
a Sketch of Architecture. The cholera has occasioned the ap- 
pearance of several able medical works. Toe Society of Scienees 
at Cracow has riven birth to more than one respectable histo- 
rical essay ; and has indeed acquired an important standing by 
the suppression of all other similar institutions. Cracow, af- 
ter all, is at present the only purely Polish city, the only remain- 
ing weak, but venerable nursery of Polish liberty. A highly inter- 
esting work was recently published at this place, a c History of the 
Latin language in Poland,' by Dr Macherzynski. This book is 
considered as a mine of erudition and useful knowledge. A list 
k annexed of all the different editions of the classics published 
in Poland. We learn from it that Cicero's works have been 
edited there, partly in portions and partly complete, not less than 
forty-five times, the first time as early as A. D. 1500, at 
Cracow ; Horace, eight times, first in 1521 ; Ovid four times, 
first in 1529; Virgil six times, first in 1642, etc. 

We conclude with a few remarks on the popular songs of the 
Polish nation. There has indeed been no previous opportunity 
for introducing them to the knowledge of the reader ; since they 
have never exerted any influence on the other sections of poeti- 
cal literature ; nay, have been by the higher classes decidedly 
neglected. The Poles are however as rich in these treasures, 
as other Slavic nations, i. e. in those lyrical effusions of feeling, 

Poland, have announced a work with the title : Souvenirs de la Potogm 
historiquesy statuHquts d lUtraires. It is calculated to comprise about 
twelve volumes. 
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common to all of them ; but we find here among the Poles no trace 
of epic poetry. The principal thing in the Polish popular songs is 
however the tune or melody ; thus their celebrated national dan- 
ces, Mazur, Kossak, and the imcomparable Polonaise, are known 
and admired all over the world, whilst the words which original- 
ly accompanied those melodies, are forgotten even at home. 
Pensiveness is the fundamental tone of all their songs and melo- 
dies. Even the Mazur, originally a child of joy, melts frequent- 
ly into plaintive strains. " These," says the author of a little col- 
lection of Polish songs recently published in Germany, " these 
are the after-pains of whole generations ; these are the sorrows 
of whole centuries ; which in these melodies are blended into 
one everlasting sieh ! 104 The original seat of most of these songs 
is the Ukraine; from whence they penetrated into Podolia and 
Volhynia. But Poland proper has also its popular songs ; some 
of which are said to be derived from the fifteenth or sixteenth 
century ; but they have changed too much, to afford any evi- 
dence of the state of the language at that time, and belong in 
their present state most certainly to a later period. The songs 
of Lithuania, where, as we have seen above, the mass of the 
people are of another race, do not belong here. 

The extraordinary mental activity of the Polish nation prom- 
ises soon to give to the history of their literature a still greater ex- 
tent. May it be the will of divine Providence, that their noble 
poets shall ere long exult in the happiness of their country, b 
a state of independence ; and that with theirs shall likewise be 
joined the voices of those oppressed classes, in whom not only 
the rights or nations have for sixty years been violated, but al- 
so for centuries the rights of man ! 10 * 

104 Volktlieder der Polen gtsammdt und ubertetzt von W. P. Leip- 
zig 1833. The only Polish collection of popular poetry we know, is 
die work Siclanki Polske, Warsaw 1778. 

105 The history of Polish literature has been treated at large in sev- 
eral valuable works. In the English language the Letters on Poland, 
Edinb. 1823, and Bo wring's Introduction to his Polish Anthology, are, 
so far we are informed, the only books which contain literary notices 
of Poland. Latin works are: Starowolski Scriptor. Polon. Hcca- 
tontas, Frankfort 1625. Wengierski Systema hist, chroiu ecdts. Slavoni- 
an-. Utrecht 1652, Amsterd. 1679. Zaluski BUrfiothtca poet Polon. 
Wars. 1752. Polonia literata, Bresl. 1750. Acta lileraria rtgm Ps- 
ion. Wars. 1756. Janociana sivt claror. Polon. auctorum Memoriae 
muetUae, Warsaw 1776—79, 2 vols. Vol. 3, 1819. The titles of nu- 
merous other Latin works are to be found in Bentkowaki's fits*. UL 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 67 
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IV. Languages of the Sorabian-Vendes in Lusatia, and of 
other Vendish tribes now extinct. 

The north-eastern part of Germany, as far west as die Elbe 
and Saale, was from the fifth to the tenth century almost ex- 
clusively inhabited by nations of the Slavic race. Various Teu- 
tonic tribes — among them the Btirgundians, the Suevi, Heruli, 
and Hermunduri — had before this taken up their temporary 
residence along the Baltic, between the Vistula and the Elbe. 
In the great migration of the Asiatic-European nations, which 
for nearly two centuries kept in motion all Europe from the Icy 
Ocean to the Atlantic, and extended even to the north of Africa, 

Pol. Vol. I. p. 1—73, and partly in Schaffarik's Gt§MchU der Sim. 
Spr. p. 476. German works are : Lengnich's Poln. Bibliotktk, Dan- 
zig 1718. Janocki Kritische Briefs, Dresden 1745. JVachrichten von 
raren Poln. Buchern, Dresden 1747. Poln. Buchersaal, Breslau 1756. 
Mieler de Kolof Warschauer Bibliothek, Wars. 1754. Kausch's JVacK- 
richten ubcr Polen, Gratz 1793. Miinnich's Geschichte der Poln. IMer- 
alur, 1823. In French : Duclos Essai sur Vhistoire de la literature de 
Pologne, Berl. 1778. Revue Encyclopldique, Oct 1827. The most 
popular Polish works are : Chrominski Olileraturze Polsk. see Annals 
of Wilna 1806. Bentkowski Historya literatury Polskiey, Warsaw 
1814. Count Ossolinski'8 Wiadamosci kUtoryczno-krytyczne do dxieiow 
literal. Polsk. Cracow 1819. Jnszynski Dykcyonarz poetow Politick, 
Cracow 1820. Szumski Krotki rys hist, literal. Polsk. 1824, etc.— In 
grammatical and lexical works the Polish language is very rich. The 
language having considerably changed, we name only the principal 
of the modern: Grammars, in German, Krumholz Polnieche Gnm- 
matik, Breslau 1797, 6th edit Auszug aus KopczynskVs Gramtnatik, 
von Polsfuss, Breslau 1794. Mrongovius Poln. Sprachlekre, Konigsb. 
1794, and in several altered editions under different titles ; last edi- 
tion Danzig 1827. Szumski's Poln. Gramm. Posen 1830. Vatert 
Grammatik der Poln. Sprache, Halle 1807. Bantkie Poln.^ Gramnutik 
attached to bis Dictionary, Breslau 1806 — 1824. In French, Kop- 
czynski Essai (Tune gramnudre Polonaise, Wars. 1807. Trarobczynski 
Grammatique raisonnh de lalangue Polonaise, Wars, new edit. 1798. 
-—Dictionaries. The most useful are, Mrongovius Handwdrterbuek 
der Poln. Sprachej latest edit. Danz. 1823. Troc Franz-poln.-deutsckt* 
Wtirterbuch) in several editions from 1742 to 1821. J. V. Bantkie 
Tasthemtfirterbuch der poln. Spraehe, (German and French,) Breshra 
and Wars, in several editions from 1805 to 1819. — Standard works tor 
toe language are the etymological dictionaries : G. S. Bantkie Shtt- 
rift doldadny iez. pot. i. ntem. Breslau 1806, and Lrade's Slowmkiez. 
pti. ^tars. 1807— 14. For other philological works, see Scbafnuikt 
Geschichte der Slav. Spr. p. 410. 
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the warlike German nations moved towards the southwest, and 
Slavic tribes traversing the Danube and Vistula, in immense 
multitudes, took possession of the countries which they left. 
Those who came over the northern Vistula, settled along the 
coasts of the Baltic as far west as to the Elbe and Saale, and 
as far south as to the Erzgebirge (Ore Mountains) on the borders 
of Bohemia. 

These Slavic tribes were called by the Germans, Wtndtn* 
Lat. Venedi, for which we prefer in English the form Vendt*, 
rather than that of Wends. It appears indeed that this name 
was formerly applied by the Germans indiscriminately to all the 
Slavic nations with which they came in contact ; for the name 
Windtn, Eng. Vindt* % which is still, as we have seen, the 
German appellation for the Slovenzi, or the Slavic inhabitants 
of Southern Germany, is evidently the same in a slightly al- 
tered form. The name of Wenden, Vendes, became however, 
in the course of time a specific appellation for the northern Ger- 
man-Slavic tribes, of which, at the present day, only a few mea- 
gre remnants are left. They were nevertheless once a power- 
ful nation. Five independent branches must be distinguished 
among them. 

We first name the Obotrtteti the former inhabitants of the 
present duchies of Mecklenburg, and the adjacent country, 
west, north, and south.* They were divided into the Obolrites 
proper, the Wagrians in Holstein, and the Polabae and Linones 
oo the banks of the Elbe and Leine ; but were united under a 
common chief or king. They and their eastern neighbours the 
Wiltzi, (Germ. Wilzen, Lat. Veletabae^) with whom they 
lived in perpetual warfare, were the most warlike and powerful 
among the Vendisb tribes. The Wiltzi or Pomeranians liv- 
ed interspersed with the Kassubes, a Lekhisb tribe, between the 
Oder and the Vistula, and were subjugated by the Obotrites in 
A. D. 782. It was however only by the utmost exertions, that 
these latter could maintain their own independence against their 
western and southern neighbours, the Germans. Conquered by 
Charlemagne, they regained their independence under bis suc- 
cessors, and centuries passed away in constant and bloody con- 
flicts and alternate fortunes. In the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tury, however, they were completely subjugated by Henry the 
Lion, duke of Saxony and Bavaria. He laid waste their whole 
country, destroyed most of the people, and compelled the few re- 
maining inhabitants and their prince, to accept Christianity front 
his bloody hands. In A. D. 1167 he restored to this latter, 



Digitized by 



Google 



524 Slavic Languages and Literature. [Jotr 

whose name was Pribislaus, a part of bis kingdom, and gave bis 
daughter Matilda in marriage to the son of Pribislaus, who a 
few years later was made a prince of the empire, and was thus 
gained over to the German cause. His descendants are the 
present .dukes of Mecklenburg; and it is a memorable fact, that 
these princes are at the present day the odly sovereigns in E»* 
rope of the Slavic race. German priests and German colo- 
nists introduced the German language ; although we find that 
Bruno, the chief missionary among the Obotrites, preecbed 
before them in their own language. The Slavic dialect spoken 
by them expired gradually ; and probably without ever having 
been reduced to writing, except for the sake of curiosity when 
very near its extinction. The only documents of it which have 
come down to us, are a few incomplete vocabularies, compiled 
among the Polabae and Lmones, i. e. the inhabitants adjacent to 
the Elbe, in Slavic Labe, and to the Leine, in Slavic Linac. -Long 
after the whole region was perfectly Germanized, a few towns 
in the eastern corner of the present kingdom of Hanover, were 
still almost exclusively inhabited by a people of Slavic race, who 
in the seventeenth century, and even to the middle of tbe eigh- 
teenth, had preserved in some measure their language and hab- 
its. But, since the Germans were strongly prejudiced against 
tbe Vendisb name— the natioos of this race, especially those in 
tbe western part of the German territories, being despised as 
subjugated tribes and inferior in general knowledge and informa- 
tion—they gradually renounced their national peculiarities. To- 
wards the close of the seventeenth century, when Hennings, 
German pastor at Wustrow, took great pains to collect among 
them historical notices and a vocabulary of their language, be 
found the youtb already ignorant of the latter, and tbe old peo- 
ple almost ashamed of knowing it, or at least afraid of being 
laughed at by their children. Tbey took his inquiries, and those 
of other intelligent persons, in respect to their ancient language 
and usages, as intended to ridicule them, and denied at 6rst any 
knowledge of those matters. We find, however, that preaching 
in the Vendish language of this region was still continued for 
some time later. Divine service was held in it for tbe last time at 
Wustrow, in the year 1751. According to the vocabularies 
which Hennings and a few others collected, their dialect, like 
that spoken in Lower Lusatia, was nearly related to tbe Polish 
language, partaking however in some peculiarities of the Bohe- 
mian, and not without some of its own. 106 

106 Herder, in his Folksticdcr, communicated a popular ballad from 
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The second great Vendish tribe, the Wikzi or Pomeranians, 
(Germ. fVilzen,) also called Veletabae, were, as we said above, 
subjugated in A. I>. 782 by the Obotrites ; and the country be- 
tween the Oder and the Vistula formed for more than a hundred 
and 6fry years a part of the great Vendish kingdom. They re* 
gamed, however, even before the final dissolution of this latter 
in A. D. 1026, the partial independence of their own dukes; 
who attached themselves to Germany, and afterwards, under the 
name of the dukes of Pomerania, became princes of the empire. 
In the year 1 124 the first Pomeranians were baptized by Otho, 
bishop of Bamberg ; and the place where this act was perform- 
ed, Ottosbrunnen, (Otho's Well,) which five hundred years ago 
was encircled by four lime trees, is still shown to the traveller. As 
they received religion and instruction from Germany, the influ- 
ence of the German language can easily be accounted for. Ger- 
man colonists aided in spreading it throughout the whole coun- 
try. The last person who understood the old Pomeranian lan- 
guage, is said to have died in the year 1404. No trace of it 
' remains, excepting only the names of places and persons, the 
Slavic origin of which can be recognized throughout all north- 
eastern Germany by the terminations in iter, enz y ik, or ow. In 
A. D. 1637 the line of the old Pomeranian dukes expired, and 
the country fell to Brandenburg, with the exception of that part 
which Sweden usurped at the peace of Westphalia. The island 
of Rugen, which till A. D. 1478 had its own native princes, 
belonged to this latter. It is the principal seat of German-Slavic 
antiquities. The ancient Rugians and their gods are mentioned 
by Tacitus, and described by Saxo Grammaticus. The old 
chronicles and legends, founded on still older traditions, speak 
of a large and flourishing city named Vineta on the small island 
Wollin, south-east of Rugen, once the principal seat of the 
western Slavic commerce, and, as Herder calls it, the Slavic 
Amsterdam. This city is said by some to have been destroyed 
by the Danes ; by others to have been engulfed in the sea by 
the sinking of the ground beneath it. Modern inquirers, how- 
ever, have doubted whether it 'ever existed ; and hard as it is to 
renounce the many poetical associations attached to such a sub- 
ject—so similar to those which fill the mind in thinking of Pom- 
peii and Herculaneum— their objections have not yet been satis- 
factorily refuted. 

The third separate branch of the Vendish stem were the Ukri* 

this dialect. See LiUralur und Kunst, Vol. VII. p. 126. edit, of 1827 
—30. 
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ans, or Border-Vendes, Germ. Ukern, from Ukraine, border. 
They lived in the territory which afterwards became the raar- 
gravate of Brandenburg, and were divided into several tribes, 
as the Hevelli on the banks of the Havel, the Retarians, etc. 
Their situation was such, that constant conflicts between them 
and the guardians or watch of the German frontiers, the Saxon 
margraves on the other side of the Elbe, were unavoidable. 
These served gradually to extend the German marches or fron- 
tiers further and further, until in the year 1134 Albert the 
Bear, count of Ascania, 6nally conquered the Vendes. The 
Slavic inhabitants of this region were cruelly and completely 
destroyed ; the cbuntry was repeopled by German and Dutch 
colonists, and given as a fief by the emperor to Albert the Bear, 
the first margrave of Brandenburg. Brandenburg was the 
' German form for Brannibor, the most considerable of the Ven- 
dish cities, after which the country was called. The names of 
places, many of them altered in a similar manner, are indeed the 
only weak traces of the Vendish language once spoken in this 
part of Germany. No tribe of the Vendes seems to have been 
so completely extinguished ; the present inhabitants of Branden- 
burg being of as pure a German origin, as those of aqy other 
part of Germany. 

The descendants of only two Vendish tribes have preserved 
their language ; and even these, from powerful nations spread 
over the surface of at least 4800 geographical square miles, ba?e 
shrunk into the comparatively small number of about two hun- 
dred thousand individuals, now inhabitants of Upper and Lower 
Lusatia. Nearly all of them are peasants ; for the higher clas- 
ses, even if Slavic blood perhaps runs in their veins, are com- 
pletely Germanized. These tribes are the Sorabiaus, Lat. So- 
rabae, Germ. Sorben, in Lusatia, divided into two different 
branches. Although in fact two distinct tribes, and speaking dif- 
ferent dialects, yet their early history cannot well be separated. 
After the dissolution of the great kingdom of Thuringia by the 
Francs and Saxons in the year 1528, the Sorabians, or Sorbae, 
took possession of the countries left by the Hermunduri, viz. the 
territory between the Harz mountains, the Saale, and the Ei> 
gebirge, and extended their dominion in a northern direction to 
the seats of their brethren, the Ukrians, and towards the east as 
far as to the region in which their near relations, the Lekbe* 
about the same time had settled. They made serfs of the Ger- 
man inhabitants whom they found scattered through this country, 
and according to their industrious habits, began immediately af- 
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ter their arrival to cultivate the soil, to build cities, and to trade 
in the productions of the Country. Although not strictly a war- 
like people, they were able for several centuries to defend their 
frontiers against the frequent attacks of their German neighbours 
on the other side of the Saale, and to give them trouble in re- 
turn. But they yielded before the arms of Charlemagne ; and 
after a short interval of renewed independence, they were com- 
pletely subjugated and made tributary by Henry I. Their coun- 
try, according to the German custom, was divided into marches^ 
and populated with German settlers. These latter more espe- 
cially occupied the towns, and built villages among the woods 
and mountains ; whilst the Vendes, chiefly addicted to agricul- 
ture, continued to occupy the plains. But even on the plains, 
there soon arose the castles of German knights, their masters 
and oppressors ; and the Vendish population was by degrees . 
reduced to the miserable condition of serfs. 

In the year 968, the first attempt was made to convert them 
to Christianity, partly by the sword of the conqueror, partly by 
the instruction of christian missionaries. But more than one cen- 
tury passed away, before the christian religion was fully intro- 
duced among them. Benno, bishop of Meissen, who died in 
A. D. 1106, at the age of ninety-six, acquired by his activity in 
the work of converting the Vendes, the name of the apostle ot 
die Slavi. The obstinate resistance with which the christian 
religion had been rejected by them, can easily be explained by 
tbe unjudicious, nay flagitious way, in which it was presented to 
them by the Germans ; who came among them, the sword in 
one hand and the cross in the other ; and exacted moreover 
from them the sacrifice of their language, their customs, their 
whole nationality in exchange. The naturally childlike, submis- 
sive disposition of the Slavi, rendered them in all other regions, 
is we have seen, willing to receive the christian doctrines, more 
especially when their superiors themselves acted as their apos- 
tles ; as was in some measure the case with the Russian Vla- 
dimir, Jagello in Lithuania, etc. 107 But the mode described 
- i ■ - — - -■ ■ -■ ' — ■■■ ■ ■ — — • 

107 " On a certain day all tbe inhabitants of Kief were assembled on 
the banks of tbe Dnieper, and on a signal from the monarch, all plun- 
gfcd into the river, setae to the waist, others to tbe neck ; parents held 
their children in their arms while the ceremony was performed by 
the priests in attendance. Thus a natiou received baptism, not only 
wkbout murmuring, but with cheerfulness ; for all were convinced 
that a religion, embraced by the sovereign and boyards, must neces- 
sity be the best in the world." Foreign Quart. Review, Art. on Ka- 
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above, which was adopted by the German heroes, not only 
among the Vendes, but also some centuries later among the old 
Borussians, could not but rouse all their feelings of pride and 
nationality to a decided resistance. Even when the Germans 
refrained from force, their means of conversion were equally op- 
posed to the spirit of Christianity. Bishop Otho of Bamberg, 
for instance, was accustomed, when on bis missionary travels, to 
have fifty or more wagons in his train loaded with cloth, victuals, 
etc. in order to reward on the spot those who submitted to bap- 
tism. 108 

But the holy light of Christianity, even after the Vendish tribes 
had embraced its doctrines, did not clear up the darkness of their 
fate. The whole humiliating relation between masters and serfii 
in Germany, which still degraded the last century, was unknown 
to the free ancient Germans, among whom only the prisoner of war 
was a slave; and is derived from the period of the submission of 
the Vendes. The Germans indeed seem to have considered 
them as an inferior race, and treated them accordingly. The 
contempt with which the old historians speak of them, is revolting 
to every liberal and unprejudiced mind, and can hardly be 
explained. For the Sorabians were at the time of their submis- 
\ sion, superior on the whole to the Germans in respect to civil- 
ization, although in consequence of this contemptuous treatment 
they in the course of time fell far behind them. Despised and 
oppressed, they were kept for centuries in a state of ignorance 
and neglect ; from which, it seems, they could only escape by 
renouncing their Slavic peculiarities, and above all their language. 
The use of this latter before courts of justice was in the four- 
teenth century forbidden by law throughout most of the country. 
In the beginning of tbe same century, the Vendish language was 
still sometimes heard at Leipzig, but not later. In tbe villages 
also it became wholly extinct fifty or an hundred years later; 
and only single words passed over into the German language. 
But this was not the case with their usages and other national 
peculiarities ; there are still several tribes, nay the peasants of 
whole provinces in this part of Germany, in whom the Slavic 
origin can be distinctly traced. 109 Their language however was 

ramsin's History of Russia, Vol III. p. 160. Compare Hendenon* 
Travels in Russia, p. 191. 

108 See Cramer's Pommersehe Kirchen- Historic, L. I. c. 29. 

109 Among others the peasants of the duchy of Akenburg, who art 
highly respectable through a certain degree of cultivationjrare among 
German peasants, and distinguished for their wealth and prosperous 
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driven into the remotest eastern corner of their former extensive 
territory, and is there, and only there, still to be beard. We 
speak of the province called Lusatia, situated between Saxony, 
Bohemia, Silesia, and Brandenburg, of which the greatest part 
is at present under the Prussian dominion, and the smallest but 
richest portion under that of Saxony. 

Luthitzt, Lusatia, Germ. Lausilz, signifies in Slavic, a low 
marshland. This name was formerly applied only to the north 
eastern part of this province, or Lower Lusatia, which is, or was 
at least at the time of the Vendish settlement, a country of that 
description. At a later period, the name was carried over very 
improperly to the south-western part, or Upper Lusatia, a beauti- 
ful and mountainous region. Lusatia was given by Henry I as a 
fief to the margrave of Meissen. In the course of the follow- 
ing centuries, its two parts were repeatedly separated and reunited, 
alternately under the dominion of the last-named margrave, of 
Poland, or of Bohemia, without however belonging to the Ger- 
man empire. In the fourteenth century it was at length incor- 
porated with Bohemia, and remained so for nearly three hun- 
dred years. To this circumstance alone the partial preserva- 
tion of the Vendish language is to be ascribed. At the peace of 
Prague, A. D. 1636, it was allotted to Saxony. At the congress 
ef Vienna in 1815, it was assigned, with the exception of the small- 
er half of Upper Lusatia, to Prussia, to which monarchy it still 
belongs. 

§1. Language <tf the Sorabians in Upper Lusatia* 

The cities of Bautzen, Zittau, Kamenz, Lobau, and their dis- 
tricts, form the Saxon part of Upper Lusatia. Of its 195,000 
inhabitants, about the fourth or fifth part still speak the Vendish 
language. In the north eastern part of Upper Lusatia, which 
belongs to Prussia, there is about the same proportion of Ven- 
dish inhabitants. In both territories the whole number of 
Veodes is about 100,000. Their language is very near- 
ly related to the Bohemian ; where the Sorabians of Lower 
Lusatia and the Poles pronounce the letter A, the Upper Lusa- 
Jians and Bohemians give the sound of g. Both Lusatian dia- 
lects have of course lost very many of their original peculiari- 

eondition. Although long since perfectly Germanized, certain Vend- 
ish mages have been kept up among them, more especially at wed- 
dings and similar festivals, the details of which are very interesting. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 68 
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ties ; thus both have adopted the article from die German lin- 
guage. Even as late as the seventeenth century, attempts 
were made to eradicate them completely. German pastors were 
installed through the whole country ; a measure which had in- 
deed the result, that in a short time sixteen communities or par- 
ishes were Germanized. But in 1716 they succeeded in ob- 
taining the erection of a seminary at Leipzig for the education 
of Vendish ministers ; and in A. D. 1749, another was institut- 
ed at Wittenberg. Some successful attempts to commit this dia- 
lect to writing had already been made at the time of the Refor- 
mation ; but their grammar and orthography were then unset- 
tled, and are so still in part ; although Bierling in A. D. 1589 
introduced a regular system of the latter, which has beeo adopt- 
ed by later writers.' Several patriotic clergymen have since been 
active in providing their people with useful books for religious in- 
struction. Portions of the Bible were already translated hi the 
seventeenth century. A version of the Old Testament was pub- 
lished in the year 1703 by Matthaei; and one of the New Tes- 
tament three years later by Frenzel. A translation of the whole 
Bible for protestants, made by several clergymen, appeared m 
1729, and has been twice reprinted. A version of the Bible far 
catholics by Swotlik, is extant in manuscript. 

The Upper Lusatian dialect acquired in this way a degree of 
cultivation, which of course, since most of those who speak and 
read it are of the common people, comparatively few are able to 
appreciate. In religious hymns, there is no deficiency; and 
several cantos of Klopsteck's Messiah have been translated into it 
by Mobn, in the measure of the original. In regard to the popu- 
lar songs of the Sorabians, a kind of poetry in which roost Sla- 
vic nations are so rich, no pains was taken until recently to 
discover whether they had any or not. But when on the pub- 
lication of the remarkable Servian songs, the interest of the 
German public in this species of poetry became strongly excited, 
the Saxon minister of state, baron Nostitz, himself an esteemed 
<$erman poet, turned his attention particularly to this subject, and 
succeeded in collecting several little songs, full of that sweet, half 
pensive, half roguish feeling, which characterizes Slavic popular 
poetry in general. They were translated by him and commu- 
nicated in manuscript to his friends ; but whether they have ever 
been printed we are not informed. 110 

110 Orammare and dictionaries of this dialect are : Matthfci's Wtm- 
dmhe Grammatik, Bautzen 1721. Bieriiog's DidaseaKa, Bauteen 1689. 
Ticini Pnneipta linguae Vcndicae, Prague 1679—82. Augustan 
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§ 2. Language qfthe Sorabians m Lover Lusatia. 

Lower Lusatia, or the north-eastern part of the Lusatian ter- 
ritory, together with the adjacent circle of Cotbus in Branden- 
burg, has about the same number of Vendish inhabitants as the 
upper province. The dialect they speak has a strong affinity 
with the Polish, but is, like that of their brethren in Upper Lu- 
satia, corrupted by German interpolations, and even in a still 
greater degree. It is obviously on the decline, and we can only 
expect, that after the lapse of a hundred years or less, no other 
vestige of it will be left than written or printed documents. The 
first book known to have been printed in this dialect, which is writ- 
ten according to a peculiar combination of the German letters, is 
Moller's Hymns, Catechism, and Liturgy, Bautzen 1574. Their 
present literature, like that of Upper Lusatia, is confined to 
works for religious instruction, grammars, and dictionaries. Of 
the former they possess no small number. They have also a 
complete version of the Bible. The N. Testament was trans- 
lated for them as early as 1709, by Fabricius, and printed to- 
gether with t^e German text. It has been repeatedly reprinted ; 
and in the year 1798 a translation of the Old Testament by 
Fritze was added. m 



APPENDIX. 

According to recent intelligence, received since tbe preced- 
ing pages were written, Prof. Schafiarik, to whose History of tbe 
Slavic languages we have so frequently had occasion to refer, is 
at present engaged in a larger work upon the same subject. In 
order to live entirely for these studies, he has retired from bis 
professorship at the school of Neusatz, and has removed to 
Prague. Tbe completion of his great work can hardly be ex- 
pected at a very early date; since, according to his own state- 
ment in a letter to Prof. Maciejowski, be is at the same time 

Swotlik Vocabvlarium Lalino-Serbicum, Bautzen 1721. There are sev- 
eral others in manuscript ; see Schatfarik's Gesch. der SL Spr. p. 483. 

111 Philological works on this dialect are : Hauptmann's Wenduche 
SprachlchrCy Lubben 1761. Kurzt AnUitvng zur wend. Sprache, 1746. 
Megieeri Thesaurus potyghUus, Frankfort 1603, including tbe Lower 
Lusatian. Several vocabularies of this dialect are extant in manu- 
script; see Schaflfkrik's GesckichU dtr SL Spr. p. 486. 
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engaged in do less than eleven other literary works. We give 
here a translation of another of his letters, communicated in the 
Polish papers \ from which the reader will perceive what rich 
additions we may anticipate from bis work, to our knowledge of 
some of the branches of Slavic literature. 

u I am at present particularly engaged in collecting materials, 
for my work on the history and literature of the southern Slavic 
tribes. After five years of fruitless endeavours, I have at length 
succeeded in opening the way to many monuments of this lit- 
erature, which have been hitherto either unknown or inaccessi- 
ble. Indeed, by order of the superior catholic clergy, search is 
now making throughout Croatia, Slavonia, etc. and all that is 
found is to be copied for me. It is astonishing, how many 
books have been written and published since the fifteenth cen- 
tury in the Servian-IHyrian and Croatian dialects, of which 
even the most distinguished of our literary men, as Dobrovski, 
Kopitar, and others, seem not to have had the remotest idea ! 
But the Illyrians and Croatians themselves do not know what 
they possess — like the Bohemians, who know one half of their 
ancient literature only from catalogues, i. e. only the titles of 
the books* I have also succeeded in bringing to light some 
documents of the Servian literature. Almost every time that 
I travel through Slavonia, the Banat, etc. I meet in the old 
churches and convents with books hitherto unknown. Would 
that I could visit Bosnia, Herzegovina, Macedonia, and Bulga- 
ria ! A manuscript hitherto unknown, of a statute of Tzar Du- 
shan, I have copied and translated for Prof. Maciejowski at 
Warsaw, and have commented upon it so far as was possible. 
Of all this my History of the Slavic Literature will in due time 
give a full account. Up to the present time, I have only 
completed the history of the Slavic-Illyrian literature, or that of 
the catholic and Greek Servians, that of the Croatians, and of 
the Slovaks. As to new works by authors in this region, there 
is not much to be said. Not a lew Servian works appear in- 
deed, but they are mostly unripe productions of youthful stu- 
dents. Vuk Stephanovitch writes no longer ; formerly chief judge 
at Belgrade, he now resides at Semlin without any appointment. 
This is much to be deplored ; for he has deserved a better lot.'* 
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Art. II. The early British Church. 

By P. MaaUr, Bbbop ofZetland. Trmotlitod from tbe German by B. a Tracy, A. M, 
INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

The following article was first published after the death of the 
author, in the Theologische Studien und Kriiiken, 1833, ltes 
Heft, p. 54 sq. Bishop Miinter, the writer, was universally re- 
garded as one of the most learned scholars of the age, especial- 
ly in the department of Ecclesiastical History and Antiquities. 
He was born at Gotha, A. D. 1761. His father was afterwards 
invited to Copenhagen as one of the pastors of the principal 
German church in that city, where he became distinguished for 
bis eloquence as a preacher, and his influence as a clergyman. 
He is known to the Christians of other countries, by the narra- 
tive which he published of his intercourse with the famous count 
Struensee, after his condemnation. The son was educated at 
the university of Copenhagen, where he 6nished bis course at an 
early age, and with great applause. In 1781 he proceeded to Got- 
tingen, to pursue further the studies connected with the profes- 
sion of theology. In the spring of 1784, he made a journey to 
Italy under tbe royal patronage, where he resided something 
more than three years, chiefly at Rome, but visiting also Naples 
and Sicily. Of this latter country he afterwards published an 
account. On his return in 1788, he became professor extraor- 
dinary of theology in the university of Copenhagen ; and after 
three years, was advanced to an ordinary professorship, in April 
1790. This important station he continued to bold with honour 
to himself and usefulness to tbe church and world, until A. D. 
1808, when he was advanced to the dignity of bishop of Zea- 
land, the diocese which includes the principal island and tbe 
capital of the Danish kingdom. In this high office, besides tbe 
activity which he manifested in the performance of all tbe duties 
connected with his station, and the many reforms and improve- 
ments which he adopted and urged upon his clergy, he stHl 
found time to prosecute the studies to which bis previous life had 
been devoted ; and many of bis most important works were 
published during this period. The writer of these lines had 
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the pleasure of several interviews with bim at Copenhagen ia 
the year 1827, and received a deep impression of his learning, 
as weH as of the dignity and affability of bis demeanour. The 
testimony of evangelical Christians was favourable to b« person- 
t al piety and to the general tenor of bis public exertions ; although 
tbey regarded bim as not being sufficiently decided in some 

Carticulars. Mtioter died April 9, 1830, in the 69th year of 
is age. A full and interesting sketch of his life and character 
by bts son-in-law, Mynster, is contained in the same number of 
the Theol. Studien und Kritikcn from which the present article 
is taken.-— Editor. 

PART I. 

Planting of Christianity in England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

1 . The date of the first preaching of Christianity in the British 
islands was long a subject of interesting inquiry with English 
literati, who were fond of ascribing to tneir church the highest 
possible antiquity, and even claimed for it an apostolic origin. 
A favourite testimony in favour of this last opinion, was a pas- 
sage in the 5th chapter of the first epistle of Clement of Rome 
to the Corinthians, in which it is said that he [Paul] ' preached 
the gospel to the utmost limit of the west,' inl to r*Qp* tiji iv- 
dug. This was regarded as explicit testimony in proof of the 
apostle's visit to Britain, inasmuch as the British sea was de- 
nominated by ancient writers the wttern ocean, the Brkoos 
were by the poets called ultimi Britanni, the Morioi, on the op- 
posite coast of Gaul, extremi, ultimi hominum Morini; and oth- 
er expressions of the like kind were used, which Stfllingfleet 
has carefully collected. We have also explicit testimonies from 
ecclesiastical writers. The apostles, says Eusebius, 1 were do 
deceivers. Such men might, it is true, have deceived their 
neighbours and countrymen with an improbable story ; but what 
Jolly were it for individuals so unlearned, who were acquainted 
only with their mother tongue, to plan a scheme to deceive the 
world by preaching this doctrine in the most distant cities and 
countries. He then names the Romans, Persians, Armenians, 
Parthians, and Scythians, and proceeds to say that 'some 
crossed the ocean to the so-called British islands' kd rag am- 

1 Demons*. Evang. 111. c. 7. 
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feqpfac pp*zTav€%w*o<**v$. Tbeodoret also names tbe Brit- 
ons among the nations converted by the apostles ;* and, besides* 
says explicitly,* after mentioning Paul's journey into Spain, that 
he also carried salvation to the islands that lie in the ocean,— 
meaning probably the same as in another place, 3 where be says 
that the apostle, after his release from imprisonment at Rome* 



; into Spain, and thence spread the light of the gospel to oth~ 
er nations. Jerome also 4 says that Paul, after bis residence in 
Spain, went from the one sea to the other, and that bis indus- 
try in pveaebing extended as far as the earth itself: and again 
(de scriptoribus ecclesiasticis,) that after his imprisonment be 
preached the gospel in the western countries. Finally, Venan- 
ttus Fortunatns also, in speaking of the apostle's labours, asserts 
tbe same fact : — 

Transit et oceanum, vel qui fecit Insula Portum, 
Quasque Britannus habet terras, quasque ultima Thule. 

The possibility of all this cannot be disputed. Between his 
imprisonment at Rome and his death* Paul bad ample time 
both for the journey into Spain, so often mentioned by ancient 
writers and which we know from Rom. 1 5: 24, that he intended 
to make, and for a visit to Britian. There were on that island, 
from the reign of the emperor Claudius, Roman colonies, civ- 
il as well as military, among which London was probably al- 
ready reckoned. 5 An intercourse was therefore undoubtedly 
kept up between Rome and Britain ; and Stillingfleet, by a 
very sagacious comparison of circumstances, has pointed out a 
particular inducement that Paul might have had for tbe suppos- 
ed visit, k is this : — Pomponia Grscina, wife of A. Plautios, 
tbe Roman governor under Claudius, appears to have been a . 
Christian ; for, as Tacitus informs us, 6 she was accused of at- 
tachment to a foreign superstition — by which Christianity is sup- 
posed to be meant-— but acquitted, on domestic trial, by her 
husband. She may therefore have been converted by Paul, 
who was then already in Rome ; and just as the intercourse be- 
tween Panl and Seneca, so often mentioned, may have been a 
motive for tbe apostle's journey into Spain, the native country 
of the Roman philosopher, so it is possisble that Pomponia 

I Sermon 9. » In y. lid 

* On 2 Tim. 4: 17. 4 On Amos, c. 9. 

* StttKngfleet, p. 4a * AnnaL XHI. 32. 
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Gf©cina pointed out to him the happy results tint might be ex- 

Ejcted, from extending his mission from Spaio ioto Britain, 
ut all these are mere possibilities. Aod even the testimonies 
of ecclesiastical writers adduced io proof of Paul's visit to Bri- 
tain, are of much less weight than would appear at first view* 
Id the first place they do not all agree io asserting even that 
Paul ever visited Britain ; roost of them speak of the apostles 
generally, without naming any one of them. And secondly, we 
have so many testimonies of the kind, which speak in the most 
explicit terms of the preaching of the gospel throughout the 
whole world — testimonies the absolute universality of which 
must occasion doubts of the correctness of each particular like 
those in question ; although there is evident from tbem so 
much as this, that Christianity was preached, although not by 
the apostles, yet by Christian teachers at a very early period, 
not only throughout the Roman empire, but beyond its confines, 
and had in those distant countries at least some adherents, most- 
ly, it is probable, Greeks and Romans. 

2. And this is indisputably true of Britain, since Origen and 
Tertullian agree in asserting it. The former, in his fourth Hom- 
ily on Ezekiel, asks : " When, before the coming of Christ, did 
the country of the Britons adopt (in opposition to the Druids) 
the belief in one God ?" So also in another passage, (io Lucam 
c. 1. Horn. 6,) "The Saviour's power is also with tbem in 
Britain, who are separated from our world ; with those in 
Mauritania ; and all under the sun who believe on bis name." 
He must therefore have had information of the existence of 
Christians in Britain. Intercourse was certainly kept up between 
Britain and Egypt by means of the commerce of Alexandria. 
And so between the former and the coast of Africa ; by which 
means Tertullian, or whoever it was that about bis time wrote 
the book Adversus Judaeos, had received similar information. 
For in order to prove, in opposition to the Jews, that Christ was 
the true Messiah, be says (cap 7,) " Getulorum varietates etMau- 
rorum rauki fines, Hispaniarum omoes termini et GalJiorum dt- 
versae nationes, et Britannorum inaccessa Romania Joca, Cbrit- 
to vero subdita." It cannot be denied that there are exagger- 
ations here ; but that there were Christians in the place named is 
certain, since the passage would otherwise have been of no force 
as proof against the Jews. And the Romanis inaccessa loca of 
the Britons, must be looked for either in the interior of the 
bland and over towards Ireland, or beyond the wall kept up against 
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tbe North Britons since the time of Adrian ; the second line es- 
tablished by Severus being entirely out of the question. 

Gildas, also, the most ancient British author, speaks of the 
continued existence of the christian church in Britain from tbe 
first planting of the gospel to the persecution under Diocletian, 
observing however that it was not sustained with uniform seal. 1 
With this statement the passage in Sulpicius Severus, 8 in which 
he speaks of Christianity as having just become known for the 
first time beyond tbe Alps, at tbe time of the persecution under 
tbe emperor Marcus Aurelius, contains nothing inconsistent,— 
the prominent fact of which be speaks being mis ; that Chris- 
tians in Oaul were then first called to suffer for their profes- 
sion, which be attributes to tbe recent planting of the gospel 
there. 

3. Nennius and Bede 8 relate that, about the end of tbe sec- 
ond century, a British prince named Lucius (not king of Brit- 
ain, for there were no such kings in that age) sent to a bishop of 
Rome for missionaries ;— that they came, and made converts of 
him and bis subjects. It may have been so. There may have 
been such a prince ; Usher believed that he had seen a coin of 
bis stamped with a cross and tbe letters L VC. 4 But modern 
writers of numismatics know nothing of such a coin. The cross 
however is by no means uncommon on the most ancient British 
coins, and is of course proof that Christianity was the religion of 
the princes in whose dominions and under whose reign those 
coins were struck,— -could we but tell exactly where and when it 
was.* 

Although the churches in Britain were, according to Gildas, 
rather lukewarm and inactive during tbe whole of the third cen- 
tury, Christianity must yet have made advances. Otherwise the 
persecution under Diocletian and Maximian, in the year 303, 
would not have extended to British Christians. That such was 
tbe fact, we learn from the testimony of Caecilius or Lactantios 
in bis well known work, De MortibusPersecutorum, c. 12. Tbe 
stedfastness of some confessors and martyrs won for religion, 
here as everywhere, new adherents ; and when Constanthis 

1 StiUingfleet, p. 54. 8 Sulpicius Severus, Lib. II. p. 381. 

3 Nennhis' Hist. Brit a 1& Bede 1. 4. 

4 Usher, p. 39. 

5 Respecting Lucius, see Usher, Stillingfleet, and Spanheim. 
Comp. Stihidlin, 19, 2a 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 69 
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Cblorus, in the year 305, after (be abdication of the two Cesars, 
became emperor, the persecution spontaneously ceased. From 
that time, as Gildas and Bede agree in saying, 1 tbe churches 
flourished in great peace and harmony till the Arian controversy 
arose. With Constantine, Christianity ascended tbe throne of 
tbe world, and may have extended itself without opposition, un- 
der his protection and that of his successors, over all England, 
entirely supplanting the religion of the Druids as well as Ro- 
man heathenism. But alas ! we have no facts to adduce ; his- 
tory does not furnish them. 

- 4. But whence was Christianity originally introduced into 
England ? Thus far tbe accounts that 1 have adduced seem to 
point towards Rome. Considering the relations that existed be- 
tween the capital and what were then its western provinces, this 
would not be improbable, but for one circumstance, viz. tbe dif- 
ference of rituals, from tbe earliest times downward, so far as 
our information extends, especially in regard to Easter — tbe 
British churches agreeing with those, not of the West but of Asis 
Minor, called on account of their peculiarity in this respect, 
Quartodecimans. This indicates clearly an Asiatic origin. And 
when we recollect that the churches of Lyons, Vienna, and in 
all probability of Marseilles also, were Greek churches, that they 
were closely connected with Asia Minor, and that the Greek lan- 
guage was understood by educated men in those cities — Ireo»- 
us indeed wrote in Greek — when we consider too that the Dru- 
ids were also acquainted with Greek ; we may with good reasoo 
infer from all these facts, that tbe British church was derived origi- 
nally from the Grecian. 

5. The history of the conflict of Christianity with British Dro- 
4dism and Roman heathenism, that must have taken place, b 
lost. The latter doubtless was ready to fall to pieces from in- 
herent weakness ; and little effort can have been required lo 
overthrow it. Of the former we are still too ignorant to make 
up, where there are no facts, opinions founded on the nature of 
the system. Their hierarchy was firmly established, exerting a 
pernicious and very powerful influence in all branches of the 
government ; but what was tbe nature of their doctrines, wheth- 
er they were theists or atheists, is still undetermined. Origeo 
asks :* " When did Britain before tbe birth of Christ adopt tbe 
belief in one God ?" And it is certainly a mistake of Cambden 

1 Gildas c. 8. Bede 1. 8. * In Ezecb. Horn. 4. 
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and Godwin, to maintain that Origen believed the doctrine of the 
divine unity to have been taught the Britons by the Druids. 1 
The scattered notices that we have of the Druidical religion, tell 
us of heathen rites and offerings, and even of human sacrifices. 
The most that can be conceded is, that their secret doctrines, 
which yet they were obliged for their own advantage to conceal 
studiously from the people, embraced the great truth of the uni- 
ty of God. But this could contribute nothing to th# promotion 
of Christianity. The philosophers of Greece and Rome ac- 
knowledged the divine unity, and yet were opposersof the new 
religion which proclaimed on the house tops what they had taught 
only in secret. We may therefore regard as certain the fact of 
a conflict between Christianity and the Druids. The Irish tra- 
ditions of which I shall soon speak, furnish additional reasons 
for believing k. The Scottish tradition also of Trathal, the 
grandfather of Fingal, who is said to have driven the Druids into 
exile, encourages the supposition that princes, weary of their 
hierarchy and their tyranny, may have thrown themselves into 
the arms of Christianity — as perhaps in the instance of the Eng- 
lish Lucius above mentioned. 

6. Of the first preaching of Christianity in Scotland we have 
only traditional information. The inhabitants of that country 
were entire strangers to Roman civilization ;* although if we 
nay believe the representations of the Ossianic poems, far from 
being such barbarians as they were represented by their neigh- 
bours, and in fact a noble race, capable of any improvement. 
Tbey were called Caledonians. In the times of the Romans 
they were divided into two different races, Picts and Scots, who 
often made war on each other, and whose origin is still undeter- 
mined. 3 That Tertullian's Romanis inaccessa loca need not ne- 
cessarily be understood to mean North Britain, or the regions 
beyond the wall of Adrian, I have already remarked ; but that 
in the thirty years preceding Constantino the intercourse 
between the Caledonians and the Romans, in war and peace, 
continued and increased, admits of no doubt. The Ossianic po- 
ems mention Caracal, son of the king of the world f and Osstan 

1 Stillingfleet, p. 57. * Jerome. OsSian II. 241. 

9 Finn* Magnuaen. 

4 Oaeian II. 233. It is said that Fingal waged war against him in 
early youth. 
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speaks of bis sou Oscar's war with Cams (Carausius), the cotero- 
ftorery of Diocletian.* We have even the tradition of a dialogue 
netweeo Ossian and a Culdee ; which however is made of litde 
weight by another which introduces him in connexion with St 
Patrick, the apostle of Ireland, who endeavoured to convert him,* 
■—so that at roost k only serves to show that missions to Scot* 
land were spoken of in very early times. 

Tradition mentions a Scottish king Donald, who received bap- 
tism, together with the queen, bis children and many others, and 
at whose request Victor, bishop of Rome, sent teachers who et 
fected the conversion of Scotland. This account is given by 
Hector Boethius, who wrote bis History of Scotland in the year 
1626. He probably obtained it from John Fordun's Scoti- 
Cbronicon, written about the middle of the fourteenth century, 
where the same account is given more briefly and without any 
mention of Victor's name, in regard to occurrences of so early 
a period, the testimony of a witness wbo lived 1000 years after* 
wards is of little weight. But there may have prevailed in Soot* 
land a tradition of the preaching of Christianity in the reign of 
the emperor Severus,— having some sort of connexion with that 
of Ossian's acquaintance with a Culdee. The name of the Ro- 
man bishop is chronologically correct. Victor died in the year 
202. But how happened tradkaoo to preserve this name as weB 
as the event ? It makes the account so much the more suspi- 
cious. When Fordun wrote, Scotland was Catholic. All mis* 
sioos must of course have been sent out from Rome ! Hence 
too the name of the pope ! We shall see that, according to more 
authentic history, the first preachers of Christianity in Scotland 
were British and Irish instead of Romish priests. But it roust 
be acknowledged in conclusion, that no history, even that of Ire- 
land not excepted, is so fabulous and destitute of genuine and 
authentic documents, as that of Scotland ; and even that when 
Scotland is named, one cannot be sure whether Ireland may not 
be meant. 9 

7. From its situation Ireland would naturally become ac- 
quainted with Christianity at a very late period ; and yet we 
have very ancient accounts, which there seems to be no suffi- 

* Ossian II. 224. 

9 Culdes are spoken of in Ossian. A Culdes k raMtd saa of tbe 
secret hall, (a hermit,) Ossian II. p. 391. 

3 Staudlin, p. 50, etc. 
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cient grounds for rejecting, of its first diffusion in that bland* 
According to the old chronicles, a king named Cormac reigned 
there about the middle of the third century. Towards the con- 
clusion of that century he is said to have resigned the govern^ 
meat into the bands of his son Cairbar ; l to have withdrawn into 
solitude, and devoted himself to studies connected with religion, 
legislation, and the art of government,— -the results of which he 
committed to writing for the instruction of bis successors* These 
studies led to a conviction of the vanity of heathenism and of 
the Druidical religion, to which be now declared his opposition* 
sod publicly embracing the doctrine of the divine unity, be ban- 
ished heatheqisra entirely from his house. His influence with 
the people was very great. The Druids became apprehensive 
of the overthrow of their system, and took great pains to bring 
him back to the faith of bis ancestors. But he continued stead- 
fast, and refuted their polytlieisni triumphantly. So far the 
Irish annals. Did we know more of this enlightened and for that 
age most remarkable prince, we might probably see how the 
seed sown by him sprung up and brought forth fruit on every 
side, till the appearance of St. Patrick about a hundred years 
later. As it is, we are able, with the assistance of other tradi- 
tioas, to show to some extent bow the doctrines of the Druids 
became obnoxious to king Cormac. 

The tyranny of the Druids bad for a long time rendered them 
odious, and their power bad declined because fewer of the no* 
bility became connected with their order. Their overthrow in 
Scotland occurred about the middle of the second century* 
Tratbal, Fingal's grandfather, was then chosen to command his 
countrymen in their war against the Romans-— probably in the 
time of Adrian. On his return from the campaign, the Druids 
demanded that be should immediately resign. He refused to 
comply, and a civil war was the consequence* The Druids 
were defeated, and withdrew to the island of Hiona, Hy, or 
lona ; where the order was still kept up for a few generations 
till finally extinguished by St. Columba. 3 Hatred of the Druids 
thus became hereditary in the family of Trathal. His great- 
grandson Ossiao never mentions them. Now Cormac was the 
son of Cooar, a brother of king Trathal of Morven. He was 
elected king by the inhabitants of Ulster, to whose assistance he 
had been sent by Tratbal. 9 The Druids therefore, whose pow- 

1 Oasian II. 347. • Gaeljc Antiquities II. 242. 

3 Poems of Oasisn II. 247. 
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er in Scotland was about to come to an end, if not already quite 
lost, had reason to apprehend the same catastrophe in Ireland ; 
and if they did not immediately suffer the like ruin, it was be- 
cause Cormac attacked them with peaceful weapons only, and 
their overthrow was not effected by a civil war, as in Scotland. 
8. Usher has estimated correctly the fables about missionaries 
who are said to have visited Ireland from apostolic times. 1 But 
the rejection of these is not saying that christian teachers front 
the neighbouring island did not pass over to preach Christianity 
there, especially after it became, under Constantine and bis 
sons, the prevailing religion of the empire. 8 There are extant 
an evangelical history and some small poems of Coeltus 
Sedulius, an Irishman, (he is called, it is true, Scotus, but Sco- 
tia means Ireland,) a Latin poet not without merit, belonging to 
a somewhat later age. He is said to have been a pupil of an 
Irish archbishop named HHdebert, who has sometimes been con* 
founded with Hildebert of Mans, — the fact that the two individ- 
uals flourished in ages far distant from each other being over- 
looked. Now wherever Hildebert may have lived, whether in 
Ireland or elsewhere, an archbishop in Ireland he certainly was 
not. But Sedulius obtained his learning and accomplishments 
on bis travels, especially in Italy. He is sometimes called An- 
tistes and Episcopus, and sometimes Presbyter. Respecting af 
this however nothing can be determined. We only know that 
Balaeus calls him Scotorum Australium Episcopus. 3 But that 
writer is unworthy of credit. Ireland is said also to have bad 
martyrs in those early times ; whose names and the legends re- 
specting them are cited by Usher. Leaving all these points unde- 
cided, we agree with the learned primate that there were Christians 
in Ireland before the time of Palladius. 4 Of him, a cotemporary, 
Prosper of Aquitaine, says that he was sent, in 431, by bishop 
Coelestin of Rome, to the Scots (Irish) who already believed m 
Christ, as their first bishop. 5 He was probably a native Briton 
and a deacon of the Roman church. Now tradition tells of 
four individuals who had been bishops in Ireland before him.* 
But we leave this to the Acta Sanctorum. Their names were 
Ailbe, Declan, Kieran, and Ibar. They must nevertheless have 

1 Prim. c. 16. , * Usher, p. 405. 

8 Uaher, 408. 4 ibid. 41& 

6 Chron. ad h. a. in Canisii Lect Antiq. L p. 309. 
6 Usher, p. 417 seq. 
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been cotemporary with St. Patrick; and although they also 
were sent from Rome, yet did not at first agree with him. This 
is perhaps the only truth in the whole story,— the statement, we 
mean, that Patrick, when he came to Ireland, met with opposi- 
tion from some bishops there. Usher has taken great pains to 
reconcile the assertion of Prosper, that Palladius was the first 
bishop [primus episcopus] sent to Ireland by the bishop of 
Rome, with the opinion that there were bishops there before. 
Either the archiepiscopal dignity may be indicated by the word 
vrimus ; or Palladius may have been the first bishop of two sent 
by Coelestin ; or he may have been . the first sent by tbe pope, 
his predecessors having received consecration in England or 
Gaul. Strict catholics, it is true, will acknowledge as bishops 
in tbe west only such as are dependant on the see of Rome ; 
and this is the drift of all tbe later Irish legends. 1 The Irish bi- 
ographies of St. Patrick contain some notices respecting the 
mission of Palladius. Some of them make him an archdeacon 
of the Roman church. It is said that Coelestin sent him to Ire- 
land with twelve others, (twelve, probably because that was the 
number of tbe apostles,) and that, on arriving at Laginia, he was 
banished by king Nathi, son of Garcbon. According to others 
he was persecuted by the heathen, and in peril of his life. Both 
may be true. Yet a few were baptized by him, and he built 
three small wooden chapels. He also left there four schools, 
to which he gave bis books and some relics of the prince of the 
apostles. These are said to be preserved in a monastery found- 
ed by bim. On his way back to Rome be was arrested by 
death in England, not far from the Pictisb border. 3 

9. Patrick preached to the Irish with more success, and woo 
for himself the name of their apostle. 3 His father was a deacon, 
bis grandfather a presbyter, and his mother a sister of St. Mar- 
tin of Tours. He was born at Ailcluade, Ossian's Balcluta, 
near the wall of Severus and not far from Glasgow. The place 
then belonged to England, but now to Scotland, and has received 
in honour of him the name of Kirkpatrick. The year of his birth 
is variously stated ; Usher fixes on 372. In his early youth bis 

C rents removed to Armorica ; where they still resided when tbe 
sb king O'Neil the Great, with an army of Irishmen and Scots, 
made an incursion into England and across to the opposite coast 
of Armorica, plundering the country and carrying away captives. 

1 Staudlin, 40. * Usher, 423 scq. 3 Usher, 420. 
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la this way Patrick, then in bis 14th year, and two of his a 
ware sold id Ireland. His treatment while a captive waa harab. 
For six yeara be was obliged to serve as a neat-herd ; io the aef- 
eotb, custom and the laws restored him to liberty. After bis re- 
turn borne he soon felt a strong desire to go back eod preaoh 
the gospel in Ireland, but some circumstances unknown to us 
prevented the gratification of his wish. His history for several 
succeeding years is involved in obscurity, and blended with sto- 
ries of other captivities, the third of which at least seems to be 
coincident with the first. He spent four years with bis male 
Martin of Tours, under whose guidance be prepared himself far 
the sacred office, and by whom he was invested with the toneaje 
and admitted to the orders of deacon and priest. 1 In 402, the 
year after Martin's death, Patrick, then thirty years ok), went to 
Kome. He met, on his way, bishops Declan and Kieran re- 
turning to Ireland. At Rome he applied himself cloeiy to his 
studies, living with the canons of the Lateran church ; and af- 
terwards visited many islands of the Tyrrhene sea, the residence 
of monks and anchorites. In 432, according to Usher, oae 

{ear after the death of St. Palladius, pope Ccelestin sent him to 
reland. He had before been consecrated bishop, it b net 
.known by whom, or whether in Gaul or at Rome. Many other 
individuals, probably Britons and Irishmen, were at the seme 
time admitted to the lower orders of the ministry. He landed 
in Ireland, with twenty-four or according to others thirty-four 
companions, in the first year of Sixtus bishop of Rome. Nada, 
the same prince who had successfully resisted Palladius, opposed 
him also. Another prince however, Sinell, son of Fincbad, was 
open to conviction, and was the first Irishman that Patrick bap- 
tised. Thence he sailed to a small island near the coast of the 
earldom of Dublin, which received from him the name of Hohn- 
Patrick. He then passed over to the coast of Ulster, and visit- 
ed his old master, prince Mi Icon of dal Araida.* There he 
was joined by Cernoch, or as the English call him Carantocos, 
the son of a British prince, who came to share his labours. 
They agreed however to go, ooe to the right baod and the oth- 
er to the left, and to meet but once a vear. Easter beinr now 
at hand, Patrick determined to go with his attendants to Tara- 
ghe— -the Temora so celebrated in the poems of Qssian, the 

1 Usher, 434. 

* Usher, 441. Other particulars in St&udlio, 4a 
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i of the Irish king and the chief seat of Irish heathen- 
order that there, according to Ps. 74: 14, the Lord 
Might break the bead of Leviathan in pieces. They went by 
water, and on arriving at Temora found the king, the princes, 
Mid the Druids just assembled for the celebration of a great fes- 
tival. On the first day of Easter, Patrick with two of his pupils 
appeared in the midst of the festivities and requested to be 
heard. His sermoo made a deep impression. The example 
of the qoeen influenced the multitude ; and finally the king also 
tota m ined to embrace Christianity, which then made rapid 
piogfcas through the country. 1 The civilisation of the people, 
mud probably also their weariness of the domination of the 
Druids, prepared the way for Christianity. Patrick and bis 
j*eUow labourers were unwearied in preaching ; they travelled 
over the whole country, addressing themselves to princes and 
men of rank, and succeeded beyond all expectation. To follow 
them in their travels would be a kind of detail improper 
h a as, and appropriate only for a history. The chief idol of 
Ireland was Crom-Cruach. It was of gold and silver, and stood 
*t Magb-slecbt, surrounded by twelve stone ones (some say 
tbey were of buss and smaller) with gilded faces. To this the 
Irish sacrificed their first-born, and bowed themselves so ofteo 
with face, arms, and knees to the earth, that three-fourths of 
the people died in consequence ! ! Hence the name, Magh- 
alecfat — the place of bowing. This was exactly the Phoenician 
Baal ; and the Irish too affirm, not without reason, that the hor- 
rid practice of human sacrifices was introduced into Ireland by 
the Phoenicians or Carthaginians. It is said that Patrick saw 
ibis, and that the idol was broken in pieces while he was pray- 
ing.* The circumstance is related as a miracle, and some ac- 
counts add, that it was when Patrick raised bis staff against it in 
a threatening manner that the idol fell, and that the twelve others 
auok into the earth, their heads only projecting above ground. 
Where the people were weary of the burden of heathenism, 
such miracles might occur without difficulty. 
f« Churches were everywhere erected ; but the establishment 
•f episcopal sees was deferred while Patrick continued to 
itinerate. It was commenced about ten years after his arrival 
in the country. The earliest episcopal see was that of Clo- 

1 Staudlin 44. 

* Bibliotheca Ms. Stowenas I, p. 41, 42. 
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gbef* which he tl firtt made his own residence. Afterwardss* 
invested another with that dignity, and went himself to Armagh) 
where a large tract of land had been given him, tod where he 
built a town of important institutions — a cathedral, many other 
churches, and monasteries ; filled it with inhabitants, and es- 
tablished schools. Here it was bis purpose to fix the metropo* 
lttai> see. He now proceeded to obtain more assistants from 
England, whom he consecrated as bishops; and afterwards* 
h is not certain in what year, held a synod at Armagh for the 
organization of the infant church. The canons 1 start thai every 
thing was yet quite unregulated ; that there were even at that 
time in Ireland clergymen who indulged themselves in hceetwes 
and indecorous practices ; and that monks and nuns were fouai 
there. Patrick held another synod, some of whose canons 
also are extant ; such as ecclesiastical ordinances collected from 
its records at a later period. The date of this second synod is 
likewise unknown. Patrick's residence at his archiepiseopal 
church was not of long continuance. He again undertook mis* 
sionary tours ; on which we will follow him no further than to 
say/* that be made converts of prince and people in the region 
where Dublin now stands, laid the foundation of the Dublin oath* 
edral, and appointed a bishop ; that, in Muoster, where Chris* 
tainity already had some confessors, be won over the king and 
the nobility, and at a synod which be held there made Emly 
the metropolitan see of the province ; and that he thence re* 
turned again to Leinster, where, in addition to his other labour*) 
be took part in political affairs. It was through his influence 
that king Logary II collected the ancient records relating to 
the history of Ireland, purified them from the stains of heathen* 
ism, placed them in the public archives, and caused copies of 
them to be put into the hands of the bishops for preserratios) in 
the churches. The same improvement was also undertaken in 
regard to the laws ; they were entered in what was called the 
£tsjr'f Ptalter? which was deposited in the royal palace. 

Thus did Patrick exert a beneficent influence on the civil* 
i nasfa n of the kingdom. He went systematically to work; It 
was now, when order reigned throughout, that he was first able 
to divide into provinces the churches and monasteries that W 

1 Wilkkis' ConcH. M. B. I, p. 8. 

9 Staudlin, p. 46,47. There is a manuscript of the P taller of Cask- 
d in the Bodleian Library. See KMioth. Ms. Stowensis, I, 165; 
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had founded, and to provide, by titbes and other sources of in- 
come, for the support of the priesthood* Of course the aban- 
doned lands and other property of the Druids must first of aH 
bare been devoted to that purpose. Care also roust doubtless 
have been taken that the people should not. by the imposition of 
many novel taxes, be prejudiced against the new religion in the 
outset. What was transferred from the old to the new, was not 
fck as a burden, since the people were accustomed to it. 

After his return to Armagh, he named Benignus, whom 
be had consecrated bishop, as his successor there,— probably 
that be might be able to devote himself entirely to the mission- 
ary work, which he afterwards prosecuted indefatigably in 
Leioster and the northern parts of Ulster. Some years after be 
visited Rome, where Leo the Great was then pope, probably 
for the purpose of perfecting his ecclesiastical organization af- 
ter the model of the Roman ; for the particular objects of his 
journey are not known. So much as this however, is certain, — 
that nothing was further from bis thoughts, highly as he revered 
the Roman bishop, than to subject the Irish church to the Ro- 
man pontificate. He always acted in his own name, not 
in that of the pope. In connexion with the king, the clergy, and 
the laity, be appointed and consecrated the bishops. On his 
return through England he made known the rules of the mo- 
nastic order founded by him (cursus Scotorum), and took bish- 
ops and monks with him to Ireland. In Ireland itself be wag 
no longer archbishop of Armagh, but in fact the father of priests 
and people, invested with all the power that filial reverence, love! 
and confidence could give, which he used to promote the best 
interests of the whole. It was apostolic power that he exercis- 
ed, and in the strength of which he travelled about, teaching, 
holding synods, correcting irregularities, introducing discipline 
into the churches, etc. In such labours he still continued lor a 
aeries of years his active and most useful life. He retired finally 
to the monastery of Paul at Armagh to spend his last days, and 
died there in extreme old age, having reached his one hundred 
and twentieth year. 1 His miracles history is willing to pass over 
in silence. Indeed they are mostly legends of a later century* 
Such a man allowed himself to practise no deception ; nor did 
be need it. That a grateful people should place him over their 
altars was very natural. Few have deserved such religious 

1 See StaudKn. 
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celebration of their memory as he and Anscbarms. The biog- 
raphies of bin, Irish and Latia, are numerous. Usher has no- 
tieed the rooat important of them. According to bis account 
there are sixty-five or sixty-six different ones. They are replete 
with fables and legends ; but the truth may nevertheless be dis- 
covered in them. Jocelin in the 12th century used the more 
ancient ones for his life of this saint. His history is minutely* 
but as may readily be conceived, not critically related in the Acta 
Sanctorum, March 17. The fable of St. Patrick's purgatory, 
which may in some respects be compared with the cave of Tro* 
pbonkis in Boeotia, is now forgotten. 1 The place itself was de* 
stroyed by the protestaots about the end of the seventeenth cen> 
tury. 

PART If. 

Schools and Learning in Gfrebt Britain and Ireland. 

1 . In the centuries immediately succeeding the great migration 
of nations, while all Europe sank more and more into barbarism, 
Ireland was still a bright spot ; or more properly, the light of the 
east of Europe had retired into this island, lately civilized throu^ 
thfc influence of Christianity, and began thence to throw its rifti 
back upon the continent. This is the more surprising, as Ire^ 
land was never subject to the Romans, to whom all the btbeV 
countries of western Europe were indebted for their civilization^ 
and the fact remains certain, whatsoever of fable modern writers 
rriay have laboured to point out in the antiquities and early histo- 
ry of the island. The previous barbarism of the people, to whfcb, 
but a short time before Christianity became known in Ireland, 
Jerome testifies, in no way conflicts with this statement. Even 
in that savage period, the character and state of the people most 
bave been such as to afford great advantages for improvement. 
This is proved by the Ossianic poems, many of which picture to 
the life events that occurred on the soil of Ireland. In the cul- 
tivated state of the Irish in the eighth cenmry we see the great 
progress which they had then made ; and that this was not effect- 
ed in a short time, but must have been the work of several gen* 

1 Helligen-Lexicon, p. 1953. Casp. Loscher de fabuloso Fitricfi 
Purgatorio, Lips. 1670. Campion's Historye of Ireland, Dublin 1633, 
p. 39. 
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orations, certainly requires no proof. I feel myself at liberty to 
be the more brief here, because Tborkelin has placed the subject 
in the proper light in a separate essay, 1 and it will answer my 
present purpose just to mention the leading facts. 

2. As early as the time of Tacitus the Irish seaports were bet- 
ter known than those of England, being places of more com* 
merce. The origin of the linen manufacture of Ireland is lost 
in the remotest antiquity. The most ancient laws that have been 
preserved, prove also that when they were enacted agriculture 
and the breeding of cattle were in a flourishing state. The forests 
according to their prescriptions were enclosed. The cultivation 
of fruit was attended to, and the vine was not unknown to the 
Irish. The mechanic arts too were any thing but in their infan- 
cy. Carriages were used for travelling, which could not have 
-been thought of without, highways 5 and to them accordingly 
great attention was paid. On the mountains there were houses 
tor the accommodation of travellers. The metals too were 
known. The Irish at an early period opened rich iron mines in 
their own country ; so that tbey no longer found it necessary to 
purchase that metal from Celtiberian Spain. 3 Mineral coal for 
the forges was found in their own island. Of gold and silver 
tbey bad an abundance, and wrought them into ornamental ar- 
ticles. In the country itself there was a flourishing domestic 
trade, fairs being held at regular times ; and notwithstanding the 
very strict enforcement of the law by which all wrecks«became the 
property of the lord of the adjacent coast, and the navigators his 
slaves, foreign commerce also prospered. The Irish visited for- 
eign ports. They were acquainted with Iceland before the set- 
tlement of the Norwegians ; and probably had a factory there, 
which they afterwards abandoned. They however visited the 
island in later times ; for otherwise we cannot account for the 
canons of the Icelandic bishops against them. Their adventu- 
rous spirit led them even to voyages of discovery into the wide 
ocean, and very probably even to America. 3 So mueh sagacity, 

1 " Beviis at de Ireke ved Ostmannerns Ankomst til Irland i det ot~ 
tende Aarbundrede forliene en udmaerket Rang plandt de meat op- 
lyate Folk i Europa paa de Tider." At the end of the fourth volume of 
the New Transactions of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences, 1793. 

* Iron is called in Celtiberian, hiero ; in Irish, ieran, irvan ; whence 
the English iron, the Norse tarn, and Danish ienu 

3 Thorkelin, 579. 
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activity, and dexterity in arts and trades, in commerce, and in the 
affairs of civil life, cannot be supposed to exist without intellec- 
tual cultivation. And that the Irish were not destitute of it is per- 
fectly clear. 

3. The Druids may have led the way. They certainly con- 
fined themselves however to their own class and to the nobility. 
The influence of the Bards was in all probability much greater. 
They gave life to the imagination, awakened the feelings, culti- 
vated the language. Many of the Ossianic poems, Cuchullra 
for instance, whose story tradition is to this day, able to relate, 1 
are Irish. The Irish at least are acquainted with that poem, 
and that it was composed before the introduction of Christianity 
into Ireland hardly admits of a doubt. 9 But it was Christianity 
that gave to the cultivation of these islanders its proper direction, 
and educated in the monasteries those who became the nation's 
teachers in science as well as religion, and scattered light abroad 
not only in England and Scotland, but across the channel into 
France and even to the heart of Germany. To these monas- 
teries let our attention now be directed. 

The monastery of Bancbor, or Bangor, in England (to be 
carefully distinguished from the episcopal see of the same name, 
situated in Wales not far from Chester, j was one of high celeb- 
rity from the time of the British kings.* It is said to have con- 
tained 2400 monks, who, being divided into classes of 100, and 
relieving each other every hour, performed divine service day 
and night without intermission, like the Acoemeti of Constantino- 
ple. This monastery sent forth numerous missionaries, who dif- 
fused Christianity on the continent. 4 The study of the sciences 
was successfully prosecuted in it ; and if it is true that Pelagius 
was born in the vicinity and was a monk there, it may be infer- 
red that the instruction given to young ecclesiastics did not re- 
late so much to inquiries into the being and attributes of God, as 
was customary in the east and in Greece, but rather to religious 
anthropology ; and that this was the occasion of his adopting aod 
cherishing the opinions associated with his name. But it would 

1 Luath. 

8 The heathen Irish had already a written language. StSudlin, L 
88,46. 

9 Stillingfleet, 205. Stfiudlin I. 37. The Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew languages were taught there ; ibid. 120. 

4 Stillingfleet, 205. Foe and Richardson's Tour, II. 387. 
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probably be difficult to adduce. proof that Pelagius actpalhr re- 
ceived bis education at Bangor. Walch, at least, seems, in bis. 
History of Heresies, either not to have known or not to \t*p$ 
credited the tradition. This monastery, which was in its most 
flourishing state when Augustine came to England, has now dis- 
appeared entirely ; not even its ruins are any longer to be seen. 
It was during the irruption of the Danes, who were still heathens 
and bad a bitter hatred of churches and monasteries, that it wag 
asaailed the most roughly . 

, 4p It is well known that learning flourished greatly in England ia 
the ejghth century. Bede is a name of distinguished celebrity. 
]^t for him we should have known nothing of the early eccle- 
siastical history of England. Still more celebrated is the name 
o£bis pupil Alcuin. 1 Both, it is true, were of the conquering 
party, bping Anglo-Saxoos. But there was certainly even then 
^scientific intercourse at least between that people and the Brit- 
ofj^. Otherwise we cannot conceive through what channel the 
In$b, who were never subject either to the Angles or the Ro- 
mans, obtained their learning and sciences. It is at least the 
common opinion, and one never yet refuted, not even by Tifa- 
boschi, that Charlemagne, to establish schools in Italy, was un- 
der the necessity of sending thither learned men from England 
and Ireland ; and even if this opinion is unfounded, it is yet at 
fi| certain that these countries were then the only sanctuaries 
■^miog. 9 Many schools were established there, and among 
distinguished ones at Canterbury and York ; the former 
the influence of the Latin, and the latter doubtless con- 
1 directly or indirectly by the primitive British priesthood, 
yuldees, who had the principal agency in the establishment 
oj^pbristianity in the north of England. These schools, as was 
^ggjpfaHy the case in those times, were seminaries for ecclesias- 
tics and for the nobility, even those of the highest rank. For 
kings and princes sent their sons thither, who brought with them 
to the throne a love of learning thus imbibed. Among these 
Alfred is known as distinguished above all others. Their libra- 
ries were valuable. In the seventh century, books were carried 
from Italy to England ; now, under Charlemagne, they were 
* ■ ■ ■ — . . , . i ii — 

1 See, respecting both, Heeren's Gtschichte d. St. d. U. Liter, I. 
113. John Scotus Erigtna. StKudlin 1. 127. Adamann, Bp. at Iona, 
dt tods Ttmt Sandae. 

3 Heeren's Ge§eh. d. Stud, dtrklau. LiUratur, I. 1434. 
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•ought far, classic as well as ecclesiastical, Lath as well as 
Greek, 1 in the latter country and in Ireland. 9 The library that 
Egbert, Alcum's preceptor, who was a brother or Eadbert king 
of Northumberland, collected in the archiepiscopal residence at 
York, was much celebrated as the most extensive one of the 
times. 3 We have a poetical description of it by Alcuin himself 
from which we can see what were the treasures it contained. 
They were chiefly Latin authors, although some Greek ones are 
also named, and among them Aristotle and Chrysostom. He- 
brew manuscripts also are mentioned. 4 Now such manuscripts 
were industriously transcribed by the Anglo-Saxon and British 
monks— even Alcuin having subjected himself to that kind of la* 
bour. Of all these treasures there is nothing extant, so far as 
we know, except what may be preserved in the library of the 
university of Cambridge, founded, tradition says, by Edward, 
the son and successor of Alfred ; or what may at a later period 
have found a place of safety in Oxford. The plundering incur- 
sions of the Danes, who for more than a hundred years prose- 
cuted with unheard of fury the work of destroying churches and 
monasteries, annihilated everything in those parts of both Eng- 
land and Ireland of which they had possession; and besides, the 
native princes waged against each other incessant civil wars, m 
which the country was laid waste with fire and sword. 

5. About the middle of the sixth century, in 563 or 565, 
Columba founded the monastery on the island of Y-KolmkiD, 
best known under the name of Iona. It soon became a nursery 
of learning. From it also went forth the missionaries who plant- 
ed Christianity in Scotland. Alas! of the library there, only un- 
certain reports have reached us. It is said that there was a 
Scottish king named Fergus II, that be accompanied Alaric the 
Goth, and that he sent to the monastery of Iona a box of books 
— being part of the booty obtained by him at the sacking of 
Rome/ This story however is inconsistent with chronology; 

1 Archbishop Theodore's Greek Library. The disputes about 
Easter show that the Greek Fathers were known. Staudltn 1. 90. 
Cramer's Boasuet, V. 2, 85 sq. 

9 Alcuin's Letter to Charlemagne, Opera I. p. 59. ep. 38. 

8 Heeren, p. 110 seq. 

4 De Pontj/ic. et Sanctis scclcs. Eborac. ap. Gale I. p. 730. 

5 Jamieoon, 303. 



Digitized by 



Google 



!«»♦] Una. m 

far Rone was plundered by Alaric in the year 410, more than 
a bandied years before Cohimba, who is said to have been bore 
in 621. There was a report that the lost books of Livy were 
preserved in this library. Aeneas Sylvius (afterwards pope Pi- 
ns II) intended, when in Scotland, to visit Iona to search for 
them, but was prevented by the death of king James 1. A small 
fragment of what was reputed to be a manuscript of Livy, was 
brought to Aberdeen in J 525. It was ancient and difficult to 
decipher; but what could be read resembled the style of Sallust 
more than that of Livy. It was most alse report. 

Livy has been sought for every when the civilized 

world. A little before the Reformatiou mere wa 9 a report that 
the lost books existed in the cathedral library at Drootheim ; 
and k was pretended that, on inquiry, they were found to have 
been carried thence to Holland and there lost. And again, 
fare was a story forty years ago that they existed in an Arabic 
translation in the emperor's library at Fez ; but neither has this 
proved to be true. Of the existence of a collection of books at 
Iona, however, there can be no doubt. Otherwise Aeneas Syl- 
vius would never have resolved on a journey thither. Boethius 
loo had undeniable proof of it. After two fruitless applications, 
he obtained, in answer to the third, through the mediation of John 
Campbell the royal treasurer, a promise that the old manuscripts 
should be sent to him at Aberdeen ; l and .he actually received 
them. But, except the fragment that had been called a Livy, 
they seem to have consisted entirely of Scottish history and rec- 
ords, of which nothing has since been heard ; — a circumstance 
that has brought upon Boethius the suspicion that, after availing 
himself of their contents, he destroyed them. Jamieson (p. 
118) mentions other books that were probably once at Iona. 
The monks were celebrated for their medical skill. 
• The priory of the Culdees at Lochleven, also, which was given 
«p to the Canonici Regulares about the year 1150, had a libra- 
ry. 8 A catalogue of it is still extant. But none of the lost 
works of antiquity are found on the list. It is made up of the 
Gospels and the Acts in Latin, choir books, missals, and some 
theological works of comparatively modern date. Not a single 
complete copy of the New Testament, to say nothing of the 
Old ! * This catalogue must of course satisfy us, that no very high 
opinion is to be cherished of the state of learning in that priory. 

1 Jamieson, 307. » ibid. 135. » iWd.376-77. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 71 
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But it furnishes another item of information : the Latin ritual 
was observed there when the catalogue was made ; so the libra- 
ry may have been collected at a later period. There are said 
to have been libraries at Abernethy, Dunkeld, and St. Andrews. 
The history of the first runs back into remote antiquity. It was 
probably founded in the beginning of the seventh century. It 
appears that there was a school there. 1 We know absolutely 
nothing of the library at Dunkeld ; but as that monastery was in 
such high repute, and, after the destruction of Iona by die Danes 
in the year 801, was regarded as a second Iona and took ks 
place, it is extremely probable that there was a school and a 
collection of books there also. 2 Of St. Andrews, since the seat 
of the primates of Scotland, the same might be presumed, even 
if Jamiesoo had not adduced express testimony to that effect. 3 

We cannot therefore form any very high opinion of the learn- 
ing of the Culdees in the Scottish and Irish monasteries. Toe 
comparative purity of their religious views resulted from their 
separation from the other churches. They preserved the an- 
cient doctrines of the East the more pure, because they came so 
little into contact with the other pans of Christendom, and be- 
cause the usurpations of the Roman bishops and their adherents 
soon introduced a forced connexion. Ot Greek literature they 
had none at all. At Iona there was in the ninth century a single 
work of Chrysostoro ; 4 and in the monastery of Lochleven there 
seems to have been something of Origen's. That they had the 
older Latin fathers is not improbable. In the controversies be- 
tween Augustine and their countryman Pelagius, they must have 
taken — provided tbey understood the language — a lively inter- 
est. But their own literature was not barren. 5 They read the 
Bible in the Irish language ; and a catalogue recently published 
shows what a large number of manuscripts are still extant in the 
Erse, (i. e. Gaelic,) which was understood in Ireland as well as 
in Scotland. — An inquiry into the extent of their knowledge m 
other departments would be foreign to our present purpose. 
Whether, for instance, they were versed in mathematics and in 
architecture, and were closely connected with the ancient archi- 
tectural associations of England and Scotland, between which 

1 Jamieaon, 11.% 114. s ibid. 137, 13a s ibid. 135. 

4 Jamieaon, 316. 

* They had even a Christian Latin poet, Sedulius, who was proba- 
bly an Irishman. Suuidlin* I. 58. 
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and primitive freemasonry modern writers have attempted to 
show a connexion, 1 — we must leave for others to determine. 

6. We can here only instance the connexion, whether acci- 
dental or designedly formed, which they appear to have had with 
Constantinople in the ninth century. The anonymous author of 
the Life of St. Chrysostom* relates, that some ecclesiastics from 
a people who dwelt in the extreme parts of the earth, came to 
the royal city (Constantinople), to make inquiries respecting 
some ecclesiastical traditions, and especially the observance and 
exact computation of Easter ; and that they visited the patriarch 
resident there. This patriarch must have been Methodius, who 
held the office from 842 to 847. To the question whence they 
came, they answered, from the schools of the ocean. They bad, 
they said, a single work of father Chrysostom, which taught them 
dearly the faith, and to observe strictly the commandments. It 
was dear and precious to all ; passed from one hand to another ; 
was diligently transcribed ; and there was no place and no fami- 
ly amongst them that was destitute of so important a treasure. 3 
It is difficult to determine whether these monks were from Iona 
or from Ireland, or indeed how much truth there may be in the 
whole account. But it is easy to conceive how Scots, and Irish- 
men too, might be acquainted with Constantinople, when we 
remember thju Englishmen were to be found in the northern 
life-guard of the emperor, called Varagians. And in the ninth 
century this life-guard bad already been orgaoized. 

1 Krause, Drey Kunsturkunderu 

2 Written after the year 950. Cave. 

3 Toland, Nazarcnus, p. 5, 6. Jamieson, 316 — 17. 
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A*t. HI.— Greek and English LxxtcoemArav. 



From Um London OoarUrly Botmw. 



PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

The direct beariog which the subject of Greek Lexicography 
in general has upon die proper study of the New Testament, b 
a sufficient apology, if any were demanded, for inserting b a 
work devoted to Biblical Literamre, the following able article 
from a coceroporary foreign journal. It is found in the latest 
number of the Quarterly Review, Vol. LI, No. 101. Refer- 
ences in it to a similar though less general article in No. 44 of 
the same work, and a comparison with that article,, famish in* 
trinsic evidence that it comes from the same author, Dr Bfen- 
fieU, the present bishop of London, one of the most accom- 
plished Greek scholars of the age. A brother of bis, the trans- 
lator of Mattbiae's Grammar, was still more distinguished ; bat 
died in early life. To him allusion is made in the 6rat par- 
agraph below. 

This essay will be found not merely a valuable critique and 
contribution to literary history ; but it everywhere brings into 
view and discusses the true principles on which the study of the 
Greek language (and of course every other) ought to be prose- 
cuted. The absurdity of studying one dead language through 
the medium of another,; is fully set forth; and this exhibition 
was to us the more gratifying, as it corresponds entirely wkh tbe 
views which we had many years ago occasion to express. But 
more than this ; Dr Blomfield, in laying down proper rules for 
tbe compilation of a lexicon, gives also necessarily the rules 
which ought to direct the private student in the investigation of 
the words of a language ; since a good lexicon is and can be 
only a record of the results, at which tbe student aims to arrive. 
In respect to every word, he investigates its origin, its funda- 
mental form and signification, the various forms and senses in 
which it has been used in the different epochs and dialects of 
the language, and the manner and order in which all these are 
derived from tbe radical one and from each other ; and when 
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all these points are properly ascertained and arranged in bis own 
mind, then and not till then, is he master of the word in ques- 
tion. The transcript of this view, with the necessary vouchers, 
is the lexicography of that word. To Passow, the writer of the 
following article strongly and justly ascribes the merit of having 
first applied this method to the Greek language ; but Passow 
would himself have been the last to claim this as an exclusive 
merit. It seems to have been rather the general result of a 
better method of philosophical study, which has sprung up du- 
ring the present century among the scholars of Germany ; and 
in respect to which the names of Hermann, Buttmann, Jacobs, 
Passow, Tittmann, Winer, and others, are particularly conspic- 
uous so far as relates to the Greek language. The same meth- 
od was applied with great success to the Hebrew by Gesenius, 
so early as 1810 ; and to him in truth belongs the merit of hav- 
ing first exemplified it, in its full application to the lexicography 
of any language. The principles on which he proceeded, may 
be seen in the preface to the editions of his lexicon of 1810, 
1823, and 1827 ; and in the Bibl. Repos. Vol. HI. p. 39 sq. 
They are the same, eateris paribus, as the rules given by Dr 
Blomfield towards the close of the present article. 

Some of the admissions of the reviewer in respect to the state 
6f the critical study of the languages, or rather the study of 
philology as a science, in England, may perhaps be startling to 
the American reader ; but a course of not cursory observation 
for several years past, has long since convinced us, that they are 
Dot too broad. The remarks on Donnegan's Lexicon we had 
thoughts, at first, of omitting ; but we believe that every Ameri- 
can student ought to know the exact literary value of every 
work put into bis hands as a daily guide ; and as we happen to 
know that the opinions here expressed and fully sustained by 
proof, are also entertained by some of the first Greek scholars 
in our own country, we have felt it to be our duty to give that 
portion of the article entire. — Editor. 

1. Gritchish-Dtutschts WtirUrbuch, von J. G. Schneider, Professor 
and OberbiWtothekar zu Breslan. Dritte Auagabe. 2 Bde. 4to. 
Letpiig 1819. 

2. Hemdwdrlerbuch der Griechischm Spraehe, von Fraitz Passow. 
Vierte Ausgebe. 2 Bde. 8vo. Leipzig 1830—1831. 

& Thesaurus Graett Lingua, ab Henrico Stephaito constructus. 
Post editionem Anglicam novia addltamentis anctum, orriineque 
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alphabetico digeatura, tertio edidenrat, C. B. Hase, etc Parini 
1831. 

4. A New Greek and English Lexicon, principally on the plan of the 
Greek and German Lexicon of Schneider, etc by Jambs DomtEGur, 
M. D. 1 vol. 8vo. London, 1st Ed. 1836. 2d Ed. 1831. 

While we pride ourselves, and with reason, in having left 
our continental neighbours at an immeasurable distance behind 
us in all the great branches of the arts, and are at least keeping 
pace with them in the different departments of science, we are 
contented, it seems, to hold in our classical knowledge a quite 
secondary rank. In the study of the dead languages in general, 
but more particularly of the Greek and Latin, the Germans have 
taken the lead, not only of us, but of all the rest of Europe, and 
have gaitied such a decided ascendency, that their neighbours 
appear to have given up all hope of rivalling them, and are sat- 
isfied to follow as mere servile imitators of their triumphant ca- 
reer. Some splendid exceptions may be found in the names of 
Porsdd, Elmsley, Gaisford, Blomfield, Mitchell, and perhaps 
one or two others, who have ventured to think and examine for 
themselves, and whose exertions in the service of Greek litera- 
ture have placed them on a level with the roost distinguished of 
their cotemporaries ; but when we consider how universally an- 
cient Greek is studied in this country, it seems surprising that 
such instances of acknowledged superiority should be so rare 
amongst us. But the fact is, that the study of Greek with 
us is any thing but critical, and it must follow as a necessary 
consequence, any thing but deep and accurate. With some it 
is the fashion to look down on the labours of the critic as beneath 
the notice and even incompatible with the character of the ex- 
cellent scholar ; others are satisfied with a very superficial 
knowledge of the classics, preferring to rove through the modern 
languages or some of the numerous branches of science — ambi- 
tious perhaps of being what is termed general scholars ; and oth- 
ers again are cut short in their classical career, being obliged to 
dedicate their time and talents to the particular studies of some 
profession. Whatever the causes may be, the fact cannot be 
denied, that we have comparatively few really classical scholars, 
few who enter deeply into the study of the Greek language, in- 
to the examination of its structure, of its formations, of its analo- 
gies. In proof of which we need say no more than this, that 
for the best edition of almost every Greek classic, and the best 
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botes of every edition, we are generally indebted to our German 
neighbours; that the best, nay the only Greek grammars wor- 
thy of the name, are those of Buttmann, of Matthias, of Thiersch ; 
and the only Greek lexicons of any value since the time of 
Stephanus and Scapula, are two of those named at the head of 
this article, the recent Works of Schneider and Passow. 

It is not our present intention to examine into the causes of 
this superiority of the German classics over all their neighbours, 
though we do hope, at no distant time, to dedicate a few of our 
pages to a subject which we have much at heart ; at present we 
will confine ourselves to one point of primary importance — that 
which must be the first step to any decisive advance in our 
knowledge of ancient Greek — we mean the possession of an 
accurate and comprehensive lexicon of that language explained 
io our own tongue. 

Until within a very few years it has been impossible to get at 
Greek but through the medium of Latin. No Greek lexicon — 
nay, no Greek grammar* has been composed but in that lan- 
guage ; and every commentator and almost every translator has 
been forced to adopt it, as the only vehicle by which he could 
venture to explain his author, as the only armour in which be 
could dare to enter the lists of criticism. Had an English schol- 
ar proposed, but a few years ago, to publish a Greek and Eng- 
lish lexicon, his adventure would have been received with either 
disregard or contempt, his scholarship would have been called 
in question because he had condescended to use his mother 
tongue in preference to a dead language, and the whole host of 
university tutors and country school masters would have taken 
fright at so degrading a novelty. But the opinion of the Eng- 
lish classical world has of late undergone, in this particular, a 
complete revolution. ' We have begun to acknowledge that the 
short and straight course is preferable to the longer and devious 
one ; that our own mother tongue is a better medium for ex- 
pressing our ideas clearly and definitely than any dead language 
can be ; and that by rendering a Greek word at once into Eng- 
lish, instead of tracing it through the intricacies of Latio, (a lan- 
guage certainly less analogous to it than English,) there is a much 
better chance of the original idea being preserved exact and ac- 
curate; any fine and delicate distinguishing points are less liable 

* The Port-Royal is an honourable exception, and we might perhaps 
name one more ; but such rare exceptions are not enough to invali- 
date our assertion. 
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to be rubbed off; and shades of difference, which would very 
probably be lost in tbe uncertain obscurity of a dead language, 
are seen more plainly and can be marked more distinctly. In 
this, as in almost every other part of classical literature, the 
Germans have led tbe way, and set us an example which at last 
we seem anxious to follow.* 

We propose in this article to examine what progress the Ger- 
mans have made in this their new line of lexicography, and 
whether the steps which we are taking in imitation 01 them (few 
and feeble they have hitherto been) are those best calculated to 
lead to excellence — most likely to advance us, be it ever so lit- 
tle, in tbe road towards perfection. For, in the commencement 
of this new career, it behoves us most especially to remember 
the old maxim, agxv r0 ypiov* If we set out on true principles, 
our knowledge and our studies will all turn to good account, and 
even any errors we may make, not being fundamental, will be 
easily corrected ; whereas, if our 6rst principles be erroneous, 
whatever time and talents we afterwards bestow, must be in a 
great measure thrown away, and even that which is intrinsically 
valuable will be comparatively of little service. We intend, 
therefore, to examine minutely the different lexicons named at 
tbe bead of this article, in order that, having seen their merits 
and defects, how far their authors have succeeded, and id what 
respects and why they have failed, we may be able to profit by 
experience, and to lay down such rules for the direction of fu- 
ture lexicographers, as may enable them to avoid the faults and 
improve on tbe excellences of their predecessors. For be it al- 
ways remembered, that no single scholar, however great his tal- 
ents and perseverance, can hope to produce at once a lexicon 
which shall make any near approach to perfection : it is only by 
repeated attempts, each improving on the former, that this most 
desirable object, can, if ever, be brought about. 

The lexicon of Schneider has been in general use for some 
years in Germany, and — in name, at least — is well known to 
the scholars of this country. Its author was principal librarian 
at Breslau, and the well known editor of some of the best edi- 
tions of different classics. The first idea of a Greek lexicon, 
interpreted in German, did not emanate from Schneider. It 
would be unfair to pass over, in total silence, tbe names of Dil- 
lenius, Vollbeding, and Haase, who at different times meritori- 
ously preceded him, and set him that example which be has so 
well followed up, that hi* name must always be known as the 
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father of Greek and German lexicography. The first edition of 
Schneider's Lexicon appeared in 1806 ; bat that was only in 
octavo, and did not profess to be more, than auMOMial foe youogc 
er students. In a lew years appeared a second edition, consid- 
erably improved and enlarged ; and in 1619 came out the third 
and last edition, in two thick and closely printed quarto volumes, 
followed, in 1821, by an Appendix, containing 180 additional 
pages. This last edition, which is a stupendous example of Ger- 
man industry, perseverance, and research, combined with an ex- 
tensive knowledge of the Greek language, superseded at once, 
in the German universities, the use of every other lexicon, and 
fairly drove them all out of the field, — so much so, that Scapula's, 
even the Elzevir edition of 1652, we have seen sold in Germa- 
ny for a few shillings. 

The superior excellence of Schneider's lexicon consists in the 
amazing copiousness of its valuable matter ; but this excellence 
is wofully counterbalanced by a total want of arrangement. 
Wherever a word, from the uncertainty or from the variety of 
hs derivation or meanings, admits of, or requires a lengthened 
discussion, we have generally almost everything which can be 
desired, and sometimes a great deal more ; but whether we find 
the original meaning at the beginning, middle, or end of the ar- 
ticle, — whether the primary sense comes before or after the de- 
rivative, seems to be a mere matter of chance, according as Schnei- 
der met with it earlier or later in the course of bis reading. 
Schneider's first edition of his lexicon was only a manual. 
When he was preparing his second and third editions, and ex- 
amining (as he tells us in one of the prefaces) a number of dif- 
ferent Greek authors with that view, it is to be lamented that be 
did not regularly revise and remodel his whole work, instead of 
patching it here and there with additions and improvements, as 
chance or opportunity led him. But it would seem that his oth- 
er avocations took up too much of his time to allow of his follow- 
ing any plan of this kind ; that, as he went on reading his authors 
and any passage or meaning struck him as worthy of remark, 
he added it at once to the article under which it should be placed, 
without examining whether it ought not rather to be incorporat- 
ed into some other part. On no other grounds can we under- 
stand or explain the total want of arrangement in almost every 
article of any length, while we find quotation on quotation, and 
reference on reference, the whole so jumbled and confused to- 
gether as frequently to require two or three readings to digest or 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 72 
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unravel. Merely casting our eyes over a few of the first pages 
of the lexicon, we may cite as instances of this defect, afipog, a- 
yrjfia, ayxoiv, ayOQO, a/a>, avamaw, aoVa>, ddivog, ddgog, aCa, a- 
•&qqoq, aiavt}$> aidtopai, aioloQ, etc. 

In like manner, a confused series of quotations, and refer- 
ences, and meanings constantly follow each other, and are so 
intermingled, that it is frequently impossible to know, without con- 
sulting the passages referred to, whether any particular mean- 
ing or quotation is intended to belong to the preceding or to the 
succeeding reference. This arises entirely from the careless 
and slovenly manner in which the quotations are noted down — 
the meaning given being placed sometimes before and sometimes 
after the passage to which it belongs — from a constant want of 
proper pointing — and from a total absence of capital letters, with 
which each fresh meaning or quotation ought to begin. This 
fault, like the former, disfigures almost every article of any con- 
siderable length. 

And again, we might have expected that Schneider would 
make a point of quoting — as bis authority for the meaning of a 
word — the most ancient, or one of the purest writers in which 
it occurs ; that where, for instance, a word or a meaning was 
found in the old epic language of Homer, we should find Ho- 
mer cited as the example. But, strange to say, Schneider has 
so much neglected, except in a few articles, those primeval 
monuments of the Greek language, that he frequently refers us 
to Apollonius Rhodius, Nicander, Oppian, Quintus Smyrnaeus, 
or Nonnus, where he ought to have quoted the Illiad or the 
Odyssey ; and in general we should think it more likely to meet 
with the solution of a difficulty occurring in some one of those 
later and comparatively unknown writers, than in those of an 
earlier and more classical period — of Homer, of Herodotus, of 
Pindar, or of Plato.* 

Nor did Schneider sufficiently attend to the grammatical part 
of his lexicon. His strength did not lie in being an accurate 
grammarian. The consequences are, that he not only did not 
weed out numerous ungrammatical words and forms, which had 
been introduced, from time to time, into former lexicons, until 
their legitimacy had almost ceased to be doubted ; but he and 
his fellow-Jabourersf have deluged his lexicon with a fresh flood 

* Schneider had previously published a very excellent edition of 
Nicander and Oppian. 

j Schneider had associated with him, in preparing his lexicon, two 
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of doubtful words and forms, either drawn from unauthentic and 
disputed sources, or fabricated in order to trace some supposed 
analogy, or to form a link in some etymological chain. There 
can be no doubt of Schneider having been fully justified in in- 
troducing, from the old grammarians, or even in supposing the 
existence of those old and obsolete forms of verbs, of which 
there still remain some tenses in use ; but be has constantly 
carried this liberty further than was justifiable. In giving the 
tenses of the verbs, however, Schneider has not been so liberal : 
there we find constant and considerable deficiences, as well as 
frequent inaccuracies. His principal attention seems to have 
been directed to the meaning of the word, — very little to its in- 
flexions : nor does he appear to have ever thought of making 
any distinction between passive, middle, and deponent verbs, 
which, being so often similar in appearance, and so easily con- 
founded with each other, require, therefore, to be marked with 
the greater care. As to the deponents, they are not even men- 
tioned, from the beginning of the lexicon to the end. The par- 
ticles, too — those most important parts of the Greek language, 
whose all-pervading influence is felt in every limb of every sen- 
tence — are invariably dismissed with a brief and unsatisfactory 
notice. The fact is, that Schneider's forte lay in natural histo- 
ry, in a most comprehensive knowledge of the natural produc- 
tions alluded to by the ancients, and their various terms of art 
and science. In this he has had no equal, — no rival ; here his 
lexicon is rich beyond hope or expectation ; while points of 
great grammatical importance are slurred over in a lew lines, 
half a page, or perhaps a whole one, is given to the discussion of 
some unknown bird, or some disputed plant. And yet, with all 
these drawbacks, Schneider's lexicon is an invaluable book; 
not a book for translation or abridgment, nor even to be used as 
the ground-work of future editions — which would serve but to 
perpetuate its faults — but a mine of wealth for succeeding lex- 
icographers who shall know how to draw from, and use judi- 
ciously, the treasures so profusely scattered through its pages ; 
who, forming their own plan, and adopting rules which Schnei- 
der has neglected, shall improve on his excellencies, avoid his 
faults, and supply his deficiencies. 



scholars very unequal to such a task, named Wetzel and Riemer, to 
whose carelessness and want of judgment, Paasow, in one of his pre- 
faces, attributes much of this faulty exuberance. 
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And such, we are happy to sty, k has proved to the bands 
of the learned and judicions Passow, the author of the lexicon 
which we have placed second at the bead of our article. Schnei- 
der's lexicon had caused a great sensation in Germany ; and 
sundry pamphlets and critiques appeared, at different times, 
pointing out its faults, and laying down plans and rales for the 
direction of fnture lexicographers; and, in 1818, the year be- 
fore Schneider published bis third edition, Passow, who was al- 
so of Breslau, a pupil of Jacobs and Hermann, and a friend and 
colleague of Schneider, commenced a Manual-Lexicon, formed 
on an entirely new plan, but embodying, on an abridged scale, 
most of the valuable matter ef Schneider's third edition. The 
first part, containing A and J?, appeared in 1619 ; the second, 
from r to K in 1821 ; and the two last, which completed the 
work, in 1823 and 1824. In tbis excellent little woA, Pas- 
sow began by correcting the want of arrangement in Schneider. 
His leading principle was to draw out, wherever it was possible, 
a kind of biographical history of teach word, to give its d liferent 
meanings in an almost chronological order, to cite always the 
earliest author in which a word is foundy— thus ascertaining, as 
nearly as may be, its original signification,— and then to trace it 
downwards according as it might vary in sense and construction, 
through subsequent writers* For this purpose, he began— 
where every historical account of the Greek language must be- 

S;io — wkh the primeval language of the epic poets, with a care* 
ill and critical examination of Homer and Hesiod. His inten- 
tion then was to proceed to the Ionic prose of Herodotus, tbeoce 
to what he calls the jEolic-Dorian lyric poetry, and afterwards 
to an examination of the Auic writers. It is one thing, how- 
ever, to form a plan, and another to execute it. In his first edi- 
tion, Passow, advanced but one step in this bis admirably devis- 
ed plan : he got no farther than the works of Homer and He- 
siod ; but these he examined with the greatest minuteness and ac- 
curacy. Hence this first edition was very unequal* For the 
works of those two great poets, it was, indeed, most comprefcen* 
sive; it left little or nothing to be desired ; but for the post- 
Homeric writers, it was much too concise, and passed them 
over too hastily, being, in that part of it, little more than an in>* 

B roved and corrected abridgment of Schneider. All the post- 
[omeric meanings were frequently, comprehended in one 
sweeping, undistinguishing clause, generally without a quotation 
in support of them, or even the name of any author who used 
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them, by which their value and authority might be ascertained. 
Nor was any distinction made betweed those significations which 
a word had in the pure and classical times of Greece, and those 
which it acquired in the decline of the language. Except, how- 
erer, beiog much deteriorated by this continually-recurring de- 
fect, Passow's first edition deserved the highest praises which 
could be bestowed on it ; in all other respects he had very judi- 
ciously avoided the faults, and filled up most of the deficiences 
of Schneider, as far as the size of his book would allow. He 
had left out all those doubtful vocables with which Schneider and 
his predecessors had loaded their lexicons, admitting none un- 
less supported by good authority ; and be had shown great dis- 
crimination, and a deep insight into the analogies of the language, 
by rejecting a vast number of those obsolete forms of verbs 
which Schneider had admitted so lavishly, and retaining only 
these of which there were evident remains, and in which he was 
justified by sound analogy. The primary sense of a word was 
always carefully marked, and the derivative senses so traced 
from it and from each other, as to make the connexion obvious. 
Aay variety of construction occurring in different authors, was 
generally noticed ; as also, whether the word was used princi- 
pally by the epic poets, by the dramatic writers, or by the Attic 
prose authors. These last were' points which had been almost 
entirely neglected by preceding lexicographers, and but slightly 
and occasionally touched on even by Schneider ; while in Pas- 
sow they are a very striking and valuable feature of his work. 
The syntax of the particles, also, was very elaborately worked, 
*— perhaps more minutely than is necessary or even useful ; but 
this is one of those points where it is difficult or almost impossi* 
ble to draw the line between the grammar and the lexicon. Nor 
must we forget one very useful addition which Passow has made, 
—that of marking the quantity of all doubtful syllables. In a 
word, then, we should say of that first edition of Passow's lexi* 
con, that, for the reader of Homer and Hesiod, it was all but 
perfect; for the study of other authors, it was only (it pretended 
to nothing more) a very admirable manual : but we must at the 
same time say of it, that, by its chronological history of the sig- 
nifications of words, it established a principle which must be the 
basis of all future lexicography; and that, by its admirable ex- 
amination of the old epic language, it laid a sure and immove- 
able foundation for future labours. 
It was Passow's intention, io preparing a second edition, to 
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advance one step farther in bis original plan, by examining the 
Ionic prose of Herodotds in the same way as he had done the 
writings of Homer ; but unfortunately for the progress of gen- 
uine lexicography, a second edition was called for almost before 
the first was finished, and Passow, willing to answer a call so 
advantageous to his pocket, as well as gratifying to his character, 
gave up his plan for a time, and brought out, in 1825, the sec- 
ond edition, revised and corrected from the first, but without 
any very material additions. A third edition appeared in 1827 
-—again revised, corrected, and very considerably enlarged, but 
without any farther progress being made in the original plan ; 
and again, after the lapse of four years more, came out, towards 
the end of 1831, the fourth- and last edition, now increased to 
two thick octavo volumes, each containing between 1400 and 
1500 pages. In this work, which has left at an immense dis- 
tance every other lexicon, even that of Schneider, Passow has 
Eut in execution the second part of his original plan, that of fol- 
ding up the explanation of Homer and Hesiod by an examin- 
ation of the Ionic prose of Herodotus ; and though be has not 
done it in so detailed a manner as he did the two poets, be has 
given, in our opinion, quite enough to satisfy any reader of He- 
rodotus ; and what he has given is done skilfully and with judg- 
ment. For we cannot but think, that, for a general lexicon, 
rather too much space is allotted to the meanings of Homer and 
Hesiod, too many quotations and references are given, every the 
most trifling shade of difference being marked, and oftentimes 
where the difference was not exactly in the meaning of the word, 
but rather implied in the thing signified : more minute Passow 
could not have been, had his lexicon, after the manner \>f Damm, 
been confined exclusively to those two poets. But in bis ac- 
count of the language of Herodotus, he has given all the roost 
striking and most important significations, — all the forms and 
constructions peculiar to Herodotus and the Ionic dialect. More 
than this we can neither expect nor desire in any general lexi- 
con. In this admirable book, Passow has not proceeded with 
his original plan farther than Herodotus, though we still find, in 
the other parts, very considerable improvements and additions, 
by meanings and extracts from many other authors ; but he 
promises to proceed in his next edition with his original project, 
which we heartily wish him life, and health, and leisure to com- 
plete, although we fear that it is almost more than he can hope 
or expect Should not Passow, however, be spared to fimsb 
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bis Herculean task,* we have no doubt that Germany possesses 
many scholars worthy of treading in his steps, who, we hope, 
will judiciously pursue the same career which he is now pursu- 
ing with so much credit to himself and so much advantage to 
the classical world ; and we may then expect, that not many 
years can elapse before Germany will possess a lexicon that may 
serve as a sure foundation and an almost perfect model for all 
others. 

It is, perhaps, not strictly in accordance with the original pur-* 

# Since writing the above, we bave heard that Passow has been 
taken off in the midst of his literary career. His death was mention- 
ed in an English newspaper, but we have never seen any authentic 
account of it. [The preceding remark furnishes an example of the 
slowness of general literary communication between England and 
Germany. This article purports to have been written in Feb. 1834. 
Passow died March 11th, 1833. Obituary notices of him appeared in 
the literary journals for April, (issued at the close of that month,) and 
these were received in America in July 1833. — We subjoin a few 
notes of his life. Passow was born in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, Sept. 
20, 1786. He was educated at the gymnasium of Gotha, chiefly un- 
der the immediate instruction of Frederick Jacobs. In 1804 be en- 
tered the university of Leipsic, where be devoted himself almost ex- 
clusively to the lectures and instructions of Hermann. In 1807 he was 
made professor of the Greek language in the gymnasium at Weimar ; 
whence he removed in 1811 to take charge of the Conradinum,* large 
institute for education in the vicinity of Dantzig. This institution, 
however, was destroyed by the wars of the time ; and in 1814 he re- 
paired to Berlin, where in the society of the eminent scholars of that 
place, he passed a year of great enjoyment and privilege. In 1815 he 
was called to the ordinary professorship of ancient literature in the 
university of Breslau ; where be entered upon that literary course, 
which has placed his name among the highest in Greek learning, and 
which was terminated only by his sudden death from epileptic para- 
lysis, March 1833. The followiug paragraph from an autobiographi- 
cal article, prepared by him for the Supplement to the Convenation*- 
Lcxicon now in the course of publication, exhibits the view which he 
himself cherished of his great work : " His chief literary occupation 
during the last twelve years, was his Lexicon of the Greek Language. 
The mark at which he aimed, lies in the observance of a severe histor- 
ical developement. If he may trust to many an applauding voice and 
to the approbation manifested by a rapid circulation, he may hope that 
tin* work with all its deficiences will yet be of some permanent utili- 
ty ; and may perhaps, as he confesses to be his wish, bear up his 
name and memory beyond the limits of his life." — En. or B. R. 



Digitized by 



Google 



668 Greek and Engluh Lexicography. [Jolt 



poae lor which we undertook ihis article* to notice the new < 
tioo of Stephens' * Thesaurus' now in a course of publicatioi 



edi- 
Jication at 
Paris. Our first object in taking up this subject was to aid and 
direct the progress of Greek and English lexicography, and io 
furtherance of this design we have been necessarily led to de- 
scribe! at some length, the gigantic strides which the Germans 
are making in the same department. . But Greek and French 
lexicography is still so completely in its infancy, that we shall 
learn little or nothing by noticing the progress made in that coao- 
try. And yet, as the republication, and consequently the more 
general diffusion of such a body of Greek literature as the The- 
saurus contains may be expected to have a considerable influ- 
ence on the lexicographical knowledge of that language, whether 
a dead or a living tongue be the medium of interpretation ; and 
as every student and every lover of classic lore must be interest- 
ed ro such a work, — we are sure that no apology is necessary 
for our giving an account of the plan and its execution, as far as 
we can judge from the few numbers yet published ; nay, we 
rather feel, that were we to pass over in silence such a vast and 
influential undertaking, we might be fairly expected to give some 
strong reasons for such an omission. 

The present publication, of which only three numbers have 
as yet appeared, is a reprint of the original * Thesaurus,' with 
selections from the numerous additamenta of Valpy's edition, and 
fresh contributions from many of the leading scholars of Europe. 
The principal editor is M. Hase, assisted by M. de Sinner and 
M. Fix. Hase* is known in the literary world as having edit- 
ed * Leo Diaconus,' for the new edition of the Byzantine His- 
torians ; De Sinner has published an edition of * Longus,' and 
of * Buondelraonti de Insul. Archipel.' ; and Fix was, we be- 
lieve, a pupil of Hermann. 

Tbe wisdom or utility of reprinting any work of some centu- 
ries old, when the subject of it has been progressively improv- 
ing, must always be very questionable. In the case of a Greek 
Lexicon, published more than two hundred and sixty years ago, 
when tbe philosophy of language and the great principles of et- 
ymology were Kttle understood, and when the internal structure 

* M. Hase entitles himself, Instituti Regii FranciAe Sociua, ia Scho- 
la Regia Poly technica Regiaque Speciali Lingnarura Oriettalium Ptoe- 
feasor, in Bibliotbecae Regiae parte Codd. MSS. complectenta Conr 
aervator a^junctus, etc. etc. 
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frfid analogies of ancient Greek were so rhueh less kfiown tbfcn 
tbey now are, to republish it, with all its errors and defects would 
Seem to be a downright absurdity. And yet, whenever any new 
(edition of the * Thesaurus' has been talked of, it has been a 
very generally expressed wish among scholars, an almost sine 
qua non, that whatever additions might be made, the original 
sbould.be reprinted entire and unrautilated. Now as long as 
this is made the basis of any new edition, as it was in Valpy's, 
and as it is in the present, so long will it go on to be " rudis in- 
iigesiaque moles, 9 * a mazy labyrinth of valuable matter without 
system or arrangement, and requiring to be entirely remodelled 
before it can be anything like what it ought to be. It may bd 
said, perhaps, in defence of this plan, that although in both the 
hto dern editions each article is first given with any errors and 
(tftfetts, as Stephens left it, yet it is immediately followed by eta- 
s' paragraphs, correcting the one and supplying the other. But 
why, it may be asked, reprint in the beginning of an article what 
is now an acknowledged error, merely to correct it at the end ? 
Why leave deficiences in one paragraph to fill them up in anoth- 
er ? Why give in one page, etymologies or meanings now known 
to be incorrect, only to demolish them in the succeeding one ? 
Why give derivative and secondary senses before the primitive 
fend original, only to have to reverse them before the ink is dry ? 
And yet all this and more than this is done in both the English 
and French editions of the ' Thesaurus/ for no other reason, 
that we can see, but to preserve and perpetuate errors because 
they are the errors of a Stephanus, who if he had enjoyed the 
half of our advantages, would never have committed them, and 
if he should now see them, would most assuredly draw his pen 
through them, ft strikes us, that the only wise and useful way 
of republishing the ' Thesaurus' would be to give such an edi- 
tion of it as we may suppose Stephens would now give, if he 
were alive to superintend it. And the editor who cannot be 
trusted to do this, is not fit to be the editor of the "Thesaurus' 9 
in any shape. 

Although the new editors have engaged to preserve entire 
the matter of Stephens, even restoring some alterations made in 
the English edition, they have however ventured on making one 
most material change in Stephens' plan ; they have adopted the 
alphabetical arrangement of words, instead of the etymological 
system of the original. Of this alteration we decidedly approve, 
as contributing to the ease and convenience with which the 
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* Thesaurus' may be consulted ; and though there is much to 
be said in favour of the more philosophical arrangement, and 
some may still prefer it, yet we have no doubt but that it will be 
considered a great improvement by a very large majority of the 
classical world. 

When the editors bad adopted this alteration, one should have 
supposed that their first thought would have been bow they 
might supply the void made in the etymological department by 
this their change of plan, and that they would have laid down 
for themselves some general rule for attaching the derivation to 
each word now separated from its family and connexions. But 
through the first number, and nearly to the end of the second, 
there is no appearance of their having given this a thought ; 
consequently, some few words have a derivation as originally 
given by Stephens, a very few others have it added by the new 
editors, and the greater part have none at all. Towards the 
end of the second number, they seem to have bethought them- 
selves of the necessity of some such plan ; and through the 
third they have generally imitated Passow, by adding the deri- 
vation in curved brackets, immediately after the word, and be- 
fore any of its significations. As they have thus early adopted 
a most excellent model, we should not have mentioned the sub- 
ject, but that they have adopted it only in part ; they have not 
followed Passow's whole plan, than which we know not a better. 
The part which they have omitted is this, — that when the deri- 
vation, from being doubtful or disputed, is too long to be placed 
at the beginning of the article, Passow places it at the end, so 
that we know at once where to look for it. For want of this 
simple device, the scholar, who happens to be looking for a 
questionable etymon in the new 'Thesaurus,' must wade 
through the whole of a long article, consisting of perhaps maoy 
paragraphs, before be can be sure that be has all the derivations 
which the article contains, — as, possibly, two or three separate 
paragraphs may each furnish a different one. 

There is another blemish of a different kind, and of less im- 
portance, (some, indeed, may not think it a blemish,) arising 
from the attempt to distinguish all the interpolations and addi- 
tions from the original matter of Stephens, and each from the 
other. The principle of this scheme is in itself so fair, and the 
means of effecting it are apparently so easy, that there would 
seem to be no reasonable objection to it ; and yet, when car- 
ried into effect, it renders the present edition a most unsightly 
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work, and is frequently very puzzling and perplexing to the eye 
of the reader ; a considerable part of almost every article being 
so filled with round, and square, and single, and double brack- 
ets, one within the other, that it requires extraordinary care and 
considerable practice to wind one's way safely among them. 

Another branch of this same principle is productive of much 
more serious and extensive mischief. The three editors are to 
bave, it seems, each his contribution inserted in a separate par- 
agraph ;* consequently, instead of an article consisting of one 
congruous and well-digested account, compiled from the various 
contributions of different editors and scholars, we have a num- 
ber of different unconnected paragraphs, of which a very con- 
siderable part is superfluous, little better than tautology. First, 
we have whatever Stephens has said on the word, whether right 
or wrong, interlarded with every imaginable variety of brackets. 
Next comes, perhaps, a paragraph abridged from the English 
edition, together with contributions of Schaefer, Valckenaer, etc. 
embracing much curious and valuable information, but a con- 
siderable proportion of it fitter for the notes of a new edition of 
Hesychius than for one of Stephanus. Then follows a quarter 
or half a page of quotations from Ast's * Lexicon Platonicum,' 
(not selected, but transcribed,) nineteen-twentieths of which 

E've no new meaning or constrvction. Then comes another 
ng catalogue of quotations, by De Sinner or Fix, with some 
valuable points of information amidst a heap of useless repeti- 
tions. And very frequently, to crown the whole, comes Hase 
with a fresh list of quotations (ohe ! jam satis !) from some of 
the ecclesiastical writers, with whom be seems very familiar, in- 
troduced for no reason, that we can fancy, but to show that 
Libanius or Basil used the word in the same common and usual 
sense that Plato or Xenophon had done before. Now surely, 
ss we said in our XLIVth Number, in examining Valpy's Ste- 

* The present editors have, it is true, improved much on their 
English predecessors : these inserted whole paragraphs and pages of 
contributions from different scholars ; while the Parisians have cer- 
tainly much compressed and curtailed them ; but still they have not 
done enough. If they had carefully examined every artiele before 
it went to press, they might have omitted pages of useless repetition 
and tautology ; we should not then have, in a paragraph of one editor, 
a heap of quotations to prove or illustrate what had been satisfactori- 
ly and sufficiently done in a preceding paragraph by his brother edi- 
tor. 
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pbanos, when two or three good authorities have been given for a 
meaning, it is childish trifling, nay worse, it is mere book-ma- 
king, to lengthen thai section by further quotations. It cannot, 
for instance, be of the slightest use to give nearly half a folk) 
page of quotations and references, taken indiscriminately from a 
' Lexicon Platonicum,' to show that so plain and common a 
word as eidixtw means injuste fado 9 or Icedo, violo, noceer—* 
senses established by more than sufficient authorities in the par- 
agraph preceding. Nor is this a rare instance ; it occurs in al- 
most every other page, in ddixiv, adtxoe, ddvvatoe, dddraz<K 9 
etc. Nor can it be necessary for M. Hase, in such plaia 
words as afictQW, ayvjuwffreg, «0c ezq?, and we might mention 
fifty more, to cite a heap of quotations from Plutarch, after 
Aristotle bad been gives before ; and this, not to introduce aoy 
new meaning or construction, but actually prefacing his para- 
graph by ' sensu proprio PWtarcbust — &01* proprio Hermes 
Trismegistus !' What a thing 'of sbceds and patches' poor 
Stephamis will become ! 

ft will be readily supposed, that amidst all this pic-nic of 
scholars and editors, it is quite out of the qttestion to expect that, 
when we search for a word, we shall find its original sense the 
first. Nothing like it. lis original tense will be found quite as 
likely, or more so, in tbe middle or at the end of an article. 
Nor are we to expect, that ao authority quoted is one of tbe ear- 
liest or purest in which the word occurs- Far from it. The 
word may have been perhaps used in tbe same sense by Hornet; 
but the authority is more likely to be Pbilo. Many of these lat- 
ter defects are not, be it remembered, to be attributed so much 
to tbe editors themselves, as to tbe unfortunate plan which they 
and their advisers have thought fit to adopt in reprinting Ste- 
pbaous. Those, for instance, which we have last mentioned* are 
defects in the original ; and a reprint of the original, with addi- 
tions affixed to different articles, must necessarily contain all its 
defects, and in cases, particularly, of mal-arrangement, an accu- 
mulation of others. At the same time it would be unfair not to 
add, that we have found many useful and able paragraphs, show- 
ing extensive reading, and containing scholar-like remarks, par- 
ticularly stme by Fix, who appears to be not so long-winded as 
his colleagues. But now a word or two as to tbe length and 
cost of this new edition. 

It may be recollected, that in our XLIVdi Number we found 
it necessary to animadvert in pretty strong terms on the very 
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lengthy manner in which the Cnglish editors began their edition 
of this same * Thesaurus,' and our animadversions had so far the 
desired effect, that the numbers published after the appearance 
of our article were surprisingly and advantageously curtailed. 
The present editors are not indeed to be compared to their En- 
glish friends, in this respect, but still their labours will admit of 
great cutting down, and their work would be in every respect 
improved by the operation. But, indeed, some very considera- 
ble curtailment must be effected in the future numbers, if the 
work is to be brought within any-tbing like the limits which the 
editors have laid down. Let us calculate, as nearly as we can, 
wbat length the book threatens to reach. The change from the 
etymological to the alphabetical arrangement precludes our form- 
ing any comparison between this and the original ; but we may 
draw a fair guess from examining it along with the last edition 
of Passow. Each of the three first numbers of the ( Thesaurus' 
contains 160 folio pages, and the editors promise to finish it in 
28 numbers, consequently the whole work should be only 4480 
pages. The three numbers, containing 480 pages, reach to 
afttmr. Now Passow, at cti&cw, has advanced only 48 pages t. 
-—consequently, the new Stephens is just ten times as long as 
Passow; and, carrying on the proportion, as Passow's Lexicon 
is 1500 pages, the Stephens will be 1 5,000. Dividing this by 
160, the amount of pages in each number, we have rather more 
than 93 numbers, instead of the promised 28. We were so sur- 
prised at the results of this calculation, that we tried it by the last 
edition of Schneider and by Hederic, in both of which the result 
was still higher. The cost of so voluminous a work will, of 
course, exceed in the same proportion the price at which the ed- 
itors put it to their Prospectus ; it will be but a trifle under that 
of the English edition which their own prospectus so clamorous- 
ly denounces. 

Nor are the editors much nearer their promises as to the time 
within which their opus magnum is to be completed. Their first 
Dumber, according to the Prospectus published in 1830, was to- 
appear in April 1831, and from that time the work was to pro- 
ceed at the rate of six or eight numbers in the year. We are 
writing in February 1834, and as yet we have heard of only 
four numbers (the fourth we have not seen) ; at this rate the 
publication will be finished about A. D. 1900. However, as 
only four numbers have yet been published, these editors bav* 
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time enough before them to profit by experience and advice ; 
and most earnestly do we entreat them, as they value the char- 
acter of their work, to cut down, with unsparing hand, all use- 
less excrescences. We know how difficult it is to do this — how 
invidious a task it is to curtail or omit the contributions of kind 
literary friends ; but, however unpleasant, it must be done. We 
observe the editors mention, among a host of contributors, (and, 
to our great astonishment, mention it as a matter of joy and con- 
gratulation,) that professor Strove, of Konigsberg, has sent them 
eleven hundred articles on different words beginning with alpha ! 
We should have rather expected them to exclaim, as Pyrrbus 
did, after a dear-bought victory, — * A few more such, and we 
are ruined.' 

We have hitherto noticed only the defects arising principally 
from the absurd plan of giving a reprint of the original, and the 
tautology caused by the still more absurd plan of the different 
editors contributing separate paragraphs to form one article. We 
will now add a few specimens of the imperfect manner in which 
the editors have used the means which are, or ought to have 
been, within their reach. We have hitherto spoken of redun- 
dancies, we shall have now to speak of deficiencies. 

The first word in the lexicon, aceaio?, is a striking proof of 
both ; — of much admitted, which is unprofitable, and everything 
omitted which could elucidate its meaning. It is rendered nox- 
ius and innoxivs; and then comes all the nonsense from 
Eustathius and the scholia of two alphas privative destroying 
each other— of the possibility of its meaning in the same passage, 
carens noxa, or, ironically, valde noxius, etc. etc. Now there 
are two scholars, by whom the word had been handled in a 
masterly and satisfactory manner, viz. Passow, in bis Lexicon, 
and Buttmann, in bis Lexilogus : yet the former is not once 
thought of; the latter, who has discussed the word in all its 
bearings, so as to leave nothing to be desired, is just referred to 
in a most meagre and slovenly manner : * Diverso tamen roodo 
Buttmann,' etc. etc. Now can anything be more careless than, 
in so copious a work as this new ' Thesaurus,' which professes 
and ought to give the best and most ample information, to pot 
the student off with a mere reference to a work written in Ger- 
man ? We have not time or space to give Buttmann's master- . 
1y dissertation on this word, but must follow the example of the 
French editors ; we do so, however, with the less reluctance, 



- 



1834.] Paris edition of Stephens' Thesaurus. . 575 

because we have heard that a translation of his Lexilogus bto 
English is in a state of considerable forwardness.* 

Again, in a«/?axrot, Buttmann has given, in a very few 
words, a far more satisfactory account of its formation and 
meaning, than Stephanus and all bis editors together ; and yet 
we have drily * Cfr. Buttroanni Lexil. i. 233 ; the obvious in- 
terpretation of the brief hint being that ButUaaon's opinion 
would be found confirmatory of what had gone before ; where* 
as, in this and many other instances, it is decidedly the contra- 
ry- 

The same may be said of afiXtjxQog, ayooxiai, aypa, dslfoXog, 
irjrog and airjTog, of idim, etc. under the last of which words 
we God the following curious recommendation, ' Buttm. Lexil. 
cujus totum legas,' etc. etc. One should almost be inclined to 
suppose that the editors were ignorant of Buttmann's work be- 
ing written in German. If not, they must suppose the general- 
ity of their readers to understand that language : and this idea 
would seem to be confirmed by their having copied *AyQo%rr 
ntow from Schneider's Lexicon, and given the whole explana- 
tion in German,— either not taking the trouble, or not thinking 
it necessary to translate it. Indeed, unless it were translated 
better than that of * Aytavunwoq is, it were better left undone. 
They say— 

'AyuruTTutoe ap. Galen, et recentiores medicos, Strenuus, Fords, 
Audax, Momentum habens : Schneid. Lex. 

Schneider's interpretation is, in fact, bold and decisive ; a mean- 
ing which it would be difficult to collect from the vague epithets 
of the Parisian editors. + 



• Buttmann's Lexilogus is a most able disquisition on the deriva- 
tion, formation, and meaning of a number of doubtful words and pas- 
sages in Homer, and contains, in two small unpretending volumes, a 
deeper and more critical knowledge of Greek, more extensive re- 
search, and more sound judgment, than we ever remember to have 
seen in any one work before. Though it is primarily a criticism on 
Homer, yet it is not confined to his poems ; for every author, and ev- 
ery passage, and every analogy which the whole range of Greek lit- 
erature can furnish as illustration or example, is brought to bear on 
the old epic language with a talent and by a memory surpassed (if 
surpassed) only in Person himself. 

f [Nearly two pages of similar examples of deficiency are here 
omitted. — Ed. or Bibl. Ripos. 
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But it is unnecessary to pursue this examination farther : 
from the extracts which we have given, our readers wiH be able 
to judge for themselves. These gentlemen may yet* if tbey 
will listen to advice, and profit by experience, go a great way 
towards retrieving the character of their work. The unfortunate 
plan which they have adopted will always be a great obstacle to 
their best exertions ; but still, by care and accuracy, they may 
make up for much imperfection, and leave a monument of tbeir 
talents and industry, creditable to themselves, and generally 
useful to Greek literature.* 

• Since writing the above, we have seen the fourth number of the 
Paris Thesaurus, which, to our surprise, is not an immediate contin- 
uation of the former three numbers, but the commencement of the 
letter B, and not compiled by the same editors. M. Hase, indeed, 
it seems, still superintends the whole ; but while his former associates 
are continuing their labours in A, two new coadjutors, Messrs Wil- 
liam and Louis Dindorf, have produced the first number of B. We 
have looked through this number as carefully as the time would pep- 
ant, aad have to congratulate M. Hase on a very considerable im- 
provement. Had the three earlier numbers been managed with equal 
care and judgment, much of the censure which we have thought k 
our painful duty to inflict would have been spared. The Messrs 
Dindorf have skilfully dovetailed some very excellent emendations 
and additions into the original matter. A little more concentration 
end abridgement might have been better ; but the improvement is 
such that we must be satisfied with the present, and look forward to 
the future with the hope of its further increase. M. Hase, too, comes 
but seldom on the stage with bis ecclesiastical quotations, and Astfi 
Plato has entirely disappeared ; we hope, is not entirely neglected. 
We would hope, too, that the Messrs Dindorf will not overlook Pas- 
sow's lexicon as their predecessors have done. Etymology they 
seem to have almost forgotten. The purchasers of the Thesaurus, 
will, therefore, learn with pleasure, that by contraction and concentra- 
tion of matter this numt>er contains nearly twice as much—or, we 
should rather say, advances nearly twice as far in the same number of 
pages, as either of the former three. Still, however, computing the 
length of the work by the diminished scale of this number, it will be, 
at least, twice as long as the Prospectus gave reason to expect; nor do 
we see how it can be brought at all within anything like the promised 
Size, without injury to the work, unless, the plan be ottered so as to 
omit all those hundreds of names of persons and places, most of them 
quite uninteresting, which now occupy so large a space. And then, 
after all, what between the different relays of editors, and their different 
modifications of the original plan, what an incongruous whole must 
poor Stephanus become ! 
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We come now to the Greek and English Lexicon, which 
stands last at the head of our article, and which we have placed 
there for two reasons, principally for its connexion with the 
Greek and German lexicography, but also because it is the best 
specimen that we have seen of a Greek and English lexicon— 
which, unfortunately* is savin* little for it. Of this work two 
editions have been in 1826, the second in 

1831— of both it % 3ak somewhat in detail. 

We will begin witl we first heard of a lev- 

icon taken from Scnnewer, we wen? on the tip-toe of expecta- 
tion, knowing the intrinsic excellence of our German friend, 
whom we had been in the habit of consulting for some years. 
As soon as we had possession of our new prize, we naturally 
turned to the title-page, and there, to our great astonishment, 
we read, ' A new Greek and English Lexicon, principally on 
the plan of the Greek and German Lexicon of Schneider. 9 — On 
the plan of Schneider ! ! ! The only point of similarity between 
Donnegan's and Schneider's lexicons, as far as we have been 
able to discover, is in neither of them having any particular plan 
or arrangement at all. If there be any difference, it is in favour 
of Schneider, who doe$ sometimes divide and number the dif- 
ferent meanings of a word, and occasionally traces the derivative 
sense from the primitive. Donnegan never numbers the differ- 
ent significations of a word : be has indeed two marks which 
seem to denote some difference of signification, viz. a semico- 
lon and a dash (thus — ) ; but these marks are used so indis- 
criminately, with such want of decision and knowledge, or of 
care, that we can never be sure what they are intended to de- 
note. They are sometimes placed between different meanings, 
sometimes between modifications of the same meaning, and 
sometimes between meanings in which there is no difference at 
all* We need not give instances of this — for they are to be 
(bund in almost every page. But Dr Donnegan did see in 
Schneider's want of plan one very considerable inconvenience, 
which he has avoided — only to fall into another as great if not 
greater. He says in his preface : 

4 Schneider, by intermingling examples, critical remarks, and ety- 
«lofogfeal observations, with the significations of his words, has fre- 
quently separated the various meanings to such a distance from each 
other that they are with difficulty traceable.' 

To obviate this inconvenience, Dr Donnegan gives the differ- 
ent meanings in uninterrupted succession, and afterwards adds, 
Vol. IV. No. 15. 74 
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at the end of each article, (where he thioks it necessary,) some 
examples, with a translation of each, to explain or illustrate any 
striking or peculiar meanings. Now we find this plan quite as 
inconvenient as Schneider's confusion, and more unsatisfactory, 
to say nothing of its adding unnecessarily to the size of the lex- 
icon ; because, in this case, either the same meaning must be 
repeated, first as an interpretation of the word, and then an- 
nexed to the quotation* — or the quotation itself must be always 
translated, a thing generally unnecessary when it follows dose 
on the signification of which it is the authority. For the stu- 
dent who consults Donnegan, if not fully satisfied with his in- 
terpretation of a word, as given generally without any authority 
affixed to it, must proceed to wade through a string of senten- 
ces in search of authority or explanation, where he finds no 
distinguishing mark to point out with which meaning each quo- 
tation is connected, and of which it is ao illustration or peculiar- 
ity. If Donnegan had chosen to adopt this plan, he should 
have imitated the example of Ainsworth, in bis Latin and Eng- 
lish Dictionary, which we are sometimes inclined to think as good 
as any. Had he done so, marking each distinct set of mean- 
ings 1, 2, 3, etc. and then each authority or quotation 1, 2, 3, 
etc. as they referred respectively to each meaning, the studeot 
might have easily cast his eyes from the one to the other, as we 
have all done in Ainsworth, with ease and convenience. 

Or should it be said that Schneider's plan, as adopted by 
Donnegan, consists (we still quote from the title page) in * dis- 
tinguishing such words as are poetical, of dialectic variety, or 
peculiar to certain writers or classes of writers,' — we answer, 
that though there may be here and there instances of such dis- 
tinction marked both in Schneider and Donnegan, yet these in- 
stances are so few and far between, so rare in comparison of 
what they might and ought to be, that they would seem to have 
come there more by some lucky chance than from any regular 
plan or system. In Schneider, indeed, we are frequently able s 
to ascertain, to a certain extent, what expressions are poetical 
or prosaic by the authorities given : .but this is an advantage of 
course less frequent in Donnegan, where the authorities are 
scattered with a much more sparing hand. So much for Don- 
oegan's plan. 

• Should any one wish to see this plan of Donnegan most absurdly 
exemplified, let him consult his lexicon, second edition, at UfffUaW* 
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And next, a little as to the matter. To Schneider, he fairly 
confesses* in hb first preface, that his lexicon is indebted for its 
most valuable matter ; but be, at the same time, assures us, 

4 that in collecting materials for this first edition, neither time nor la- 
bour has been spared ; the classical Greek writers hare been careful- 
ly studied, the works of eminent lexicographers consulted, and infor- 
mation sought in the writings of the most celebrated critics and phi- 
losophers of our own and of neighbouring countries.' 

' This sounds well : but where are the fruits of the prefaoe wri- 
ter's labour and research ? We have not met with them in any 
one page of his book. We have carefully examined a very 
large portion of his lexicon, comparing it article by article, and 
"page by page, with Schneider— and we will venture to assert 
that, while almost every error, mistake, or defect of Schneider 
is too faithfully copied, everything worth having, which Don- 
negan's boasted researches have added to the valuable matter 
of Schneider, might be put in a nut-shell,— aye, and leave room 
enough for the kernel. Dr Donnegan entitles his book, * A 
new Greek and English Lexicon, principally on the plan of the 
Greek and German Lexicon of Schneider,' etc* but a more cor- 
rect title would have been, ' An abridged translation of Schnei- 

' der, with a few alterations and additions adding little or nothing 
to the value of the original.' As a translation, we should say 
that, in very ordinary cases, it is pretty faithfully done, but that 
in points of the least doubt or difficulty (and of course these 
are of constant occurrence) it is extremely faulty and defective. 
We should say that Dr Donnegan has a sufficient command of 
English for ordinary matters, and a general knowledge of Ger- 
man, quite enough for the adequate rendering of any common 
work ; and that as for bis Greek— wherever an accurate or crit- 
ical knowledge of the language is necessary ; wherever there is 
required a nice discrimination of the force of particles or prepo- 
sitions — an acquaintance with the analogies, or a philosophical 
view of the internal structure of the language ;— there either Dr 
Donnegan's Greek breaks down under him, and leads him into 
sad mistakes, or (which is most generally the case) he leaves 
the difficulty as he found it. We must do him the justice to 
say that he does not seem conceited of his own powers, for he 
almost always follows Schneider most implicitly ; but where he 
does venture to throw his original aside and trust to himself, 
we have invariably reason to- regret that he has done so. In 
one respect, however, it were to be wished that the writer of 
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the magniloquent preface above quoted had not alleys trusted 
to Schneider ; it were to be wished that, in composing his lexi- 
con, be had made a point of consulting and examining the ori- 
ginal Greek authors, and comparing them with the German in-* 
terpretations, rather than contenting himself with rendering at 
once from the German lexicographer; if be bad done so, he 
might have avoided numberless inaccuracies and mistranslations,* 
of which he has been guilty — he could not have perpetuated,^* 
be has done, all the mistakes of Schneider— and above all, bt 
would not have loaded so many of his articles with an accumu- 
lation of unnecessary meanings* 

But let us now come to the seoond edition. It is evident, 
from every page and line of Dr Donoegan's first editkn, that be 
had never seen Passow's lexicon, although the first part of it 
appeared as early as 1819, and the English lexicon not until 
1826. But in this second edition, Dr Donnegan bas had the 
advantage of Passow's labours. One thing, however, rather 

gjzzles us : we hardly know whether Donnegan understood 
assow's system of arrangement or not. That be did not eee 
its value, or appreciate it as be might, we are qoke sure, bolb 
from the way in which he speaks of it in his second prefece, (if 
indeed be does speak of it there, of which we are far from dear,) 
and because he has only followed it in the former half of his re- 
edited lexicon. The latter half, from A inclusive, is, as to any- 
thing like arrangement, precisely asSchoeider left it. But more of 
thishereafter. Let us first see what account Donnegan himself gives 
in his preface, of the improvement of this second edition. * At* 
tention,' be says, * has been most particularly directed to correct 
any deviation from the natural or philosophical arrangement of 
the meanings of words.' Now, who would imagine from this 
that Donnegan's first edition was composed without the .slightest 
regard to, or knowledge of, any natural or philosophical arrange- 
ment whatever ; and that this second edition, (or rather *be first 
half of it,) is drawn up with slavish fidelity on that most admira- 
ble and systematic arrangement of Passow, which we have a few 
pages back described ? We are justified, therefore, in saying, 
when he penned this preface he either did not understand the 
plan he was adopting, or contrived so to write ns to take to him- 

* And yet what hope is there of one who, from poverty of mind, 
or want of language, can translate the Syapog yafiog of the CEdip. 
Tyrannus, by * unhappily married,' and the Soixog tiaoUtjai; of the 
Philoctetes, by 'an unfortunate dwelling?' 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Dmmegtm's Lexkem. 581 

self the merit due to Passow. But io truth we ctooot pass over* 
without censuring, in tbe strongest language we are capable of, 
Dr Dotroegan's most unfair and unhandsome conduct in not hav- 
ing distinctly acknowledged tbe advantages which be has derived 
from Passow's lexicon. He has adopted Passow's arrangement 
—copied — translated from him as he had done before from 
Schneider-— and yet never bad the honesty to give the slightest 
acknowledgment. It is true that the name of Passow occurs in 
a few scattered instances, (under apevga, for example,) but then 
in so short and unintelligible a manner as to'be hardly observa- 
ble ; and so very rarely does even this occur, that any one who 
recognizes the name of Passow could only suppose that Donne* 

£n bad borrowed from him a few scattered bints, instead of 
ving made his lexicon the foundation of his second edition. 
Is this fair or honourable f Is it like a gentleman or a scholar ? 
Again, he says, — 

* Above 300 pages of entirely new matter have been added to the 
present edition. Half tbe work has been re-written, and the entire 
newly meddled, in conformity with the general plan, but with muck im- 
provement and simplification in the details. 9 

We are very sorry to say, the truth, and the whole truth is, 
that Donnegan has re-written and re-modelled only the first half 
of this second edition, altering, and amending, and enlarging it 
after Passow, of whom it is now almost as exact an abridged 
translation as tbe first edition was of Schneider— excepting in 
some articles, where the one is added to tbe other, and where, 
accordingly, between both, much superfluous interpretation and 
almost inextricable confusion are necessarily produced.* Now, 

• As an instance of the bungling manner in which Dr Donnegan 
compounds a mixture of Schneider and Passow, -we copy, word for 
word, from his second edition, the following : — 

'Aucrtos, ov, adj. that cannot be injured or violated, inviolable, 11. 
14, 271. as an epithet of fke waters of Styx, the sanction of an inviolable 
oefA^inyulnerable, invincible, Jtpoll. 2. 77. not injurious, irreproach- 
able, hence honourable, worthy, viz. a contest, Ody. 21, 91. and 22, 5. 
Schn* L. Supplem. or in the first sense irrevocable or decisive as to the 
result, Schn, L. ed. Pass, injurious, or highly injurious, ApoUon. 1,459. 
t In Ody. 21, 91. s. s. as ncoAv/Wa/ftfc, from the force of the double a or a 
amgnu or for ayav, Etmtath. yet in Ody. 21, 91. perhaps invincible, or 
difficult to be achieved, for Antinous adds ov yag, &c. for I do not 
think that this well-polished bow can be easily strung. Ody. 22, 5. 
innocuous, relatively to thai which was to follow, viz. the attack on tbe 
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of the '200 pages of entirely neta matter,' or to speak 
h, of the 219 pages by which this second edition exceeds the 
first, 211 are contained in the former half to K inclusive, and 
the latter half is increased by only the remaining eight : and so 
far from this latter having been ( newly modelled, in conformity 
with the general plan,— (Qu. what is this plan ?) — there are not 
a dozen alterations, or amendments, or corrections, through the 
whole of it, excepting in the beginning of each letter, and in the 
particles and prepositions, which are greatly enlarged, but always 
* duce et auspice' Passow. Why Dr Donnegan stopped short 
after he bad re-modelled the half of his work, — why be publish- 
ed it thus imperfect, may perhaps puzzle the uninitiated; bat 
we have no doubt that the simple fact is, — a second edition was 
wanted when only the half had been re-written ; and we veo- 
ture to guess that a third edition is now in band, in which the 
latter half will one day appear corresponding with the former. 
In this there would have been nothing to blame, had the preface 
told us exactly bow the matter stood ; but it remains for Dr 
Donnegan to explain how be dared to talk of his lexicon as be- 
ing ' entirely re-modelled,' when, in fact, only one half of the 
work had been so dealt with ! 

suitors, f Damm gives as primary senst, undeceiving, and so under* 
stands it Ody. 21, 91, and ironically, 22, 5. deriving it from a priv. 
Stm. Th. a priv. axata from aow, or a priv. acrea, Buttmann LexiL a. 
231. 

Again — 

"Actios, ov, adj. s. s. as iacttog, highly injurious, Apolton. 1, 459. see 
miatog. Th. (in the latter sense) « augm. aau to injure, ft cfaro? or 
snog, insatiable, Hes. Theog. 714. and Sc. Here. 55, and 101. with a 
genit. Th. (crow) aw, to satiate, ft s. s. as Stgtog from atifn, cc«, to blow. 

It would be waste of lime and paper to criticise such a mishmash of 
sense and nonsense as this. We will rather give what a very little 
common sense and a very moderate knowledge of Greek might (wick 
the help of Passow and Buttmann) have easily produced :— 

!4acrrof, 6, fj, (Th. aaw, to hurt,) that cannot be hurt with impunity, 
inviolable, II. g, 271. That cannot be overcome or accomplished with- 
out difficulty, Ody. <p, 91. /, 5. But Buttmann, in his LexiL I. p. 339; 
understands the word, in all three passages, more in a moral sense, as 
what ought not to be hurt or violated— ought not to be treated with 
slight or contempt. In Apoll. Rh. 2, 77, it is used in the former sense 
of invulnerable, invincible. 

IfaoTof, o, ij, contr. aro$, (Th. ffw, ocai, to satiate,) insatiable, molm- 
fMHo, Hes. Theog. 714. Scut. 59. *Aaxo$ is for *Vo?, Quint 8m. 1, 317. 
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It would be. unnecessary to go into detail through all the im- 
provements and corrections which Donnegan has made in this 
his second edition. Suffice it to say, that for all of them (and 
tbey are really numerous and considerable) he is indebted to 
Passow ; so that, instead of calling the book a second edition of 
Donnegan' $ lexicon, we should term the former half of it an 
abridged translation of Passow, and the latter an abridged trans- 
lation of Schneider. 

But now comes the main question. Has Donnegan made the 
most of the advantages furnished him either by Schneider or by 
Passow ? we must answer decidedly in the negative. His lexi- 
con is full of inaccuracies and faults, and some of them are so 
radical, that nothing less than an entire and careful examination 
of the whole, with a constant reference to the original authors, 
and a re-modelling and re-writing of every article of any length, 
by a more skilful band than Donnegan's, can ever thoroughly 
correct it. The main and constantly recurring faults are — 

J st. Mis-translations of Schneider's and Passow's German, 
and a frequent want of precision in giving the exact meaning of 
a word or of a quotation. 

2nd, An unnecessary number of meanings, either by the use 
of many synonymous words, by refining too much on the real 
meaning, and thus frittering it away, by giving too vague* and 
general ao interpretation, or by expressing qualities which may 
be in the thing signified, but are not in the sense of the word.f 

These striking defects might have been avoided — and could 
only have been so — by carefully examining the original authors — 

• For instance paovaxrjg ought to have some more definite meaning 
than 'grievoup, distressing, Soph. <E. C. 1561.' The same may be 
said of paov&vfiog. Again, Eurip. Here. Fur. 1098, calls arrows, 
truovta tyxVt winged spears. But this does not justify the German 
lexicographer, nor his copyist Donnegan, in giving as a meaning of 
fyxw, a weapon in general. 

f We point to such words as S<rropog, rendered by Donnegan, * un- 
palatable— bitter, acid, tasteless.' These three last interpretations are 
not the meaning of the word. A thing which is Saxofiog, unpalatable, 
may be acid or lusciously sweet, or bitter, or sour, or tasteless, — but 
these qualities, though either of them may exist in the thing signified, 
are not, therefore, in the word. [This is one of the chief sources of 
the great multiplication of meanings, which Schleusner and other lex- 
icographers have assigned to words in the New Testament ; that is, 
they have transferred to the word an idea which lies only in its cwf- 
Juntts. , See Schleusner passim. Ed. or B. R. 
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which the preface says the Doctor had done ! Id proof of < 
assertions, we need ooly turn over a few pages, and we find,— 

" Apoail— without noise or struggle, Find* Nem. 8, 15." It 
should be, without a summons or invitation. 

"'jtpoimoirjtoe, — inconsiderate, not circumspect, JEschyL 
Supp. 942." It should be, disregarded. 

utyafopa* and ayafAcc* are not, strictly speaking, ' to wander 
ai 9 J but to admire ; and so Schneider and Passow render them, 
but Donnegan has mistaken beumndem for verumndem. 

''^/ctAparoawptu, — to carry a statue, or as a statue is carri- 
ed." It should be, literally, to carry a statue, but generally 

tiled metaphorically, tW* " v - *<* flffl*rt# the immtm nf a iMfiM Hi 

the mind : Philo passim 

"Ayevatog does not i 
unenjoyed, or untried. 1 
the same meaning as D< 

he had quoted as his l„„ w .. v ^ vr ... **„„ vvv . *„^ ™__ 
jtuuoto? xaxcuy, the other ay. »<(wiw<3y, not having tasted or ex- 
perienced. Donnegan did not see the dt B#s * M * #; ~- k -*— **— •in- 
active and the passive meaning of this word 

'Ay lata is not at Ody. 17, 244, nor else 

ever heard of, < arrogance or insolence.' -_ , , 

Testive revelling. • - «- 

'^/Aaftto is not in 'Theocr. Epig. 1, 4, to decorate with a 
laurel crown.' The sentence is, The Delphic Rock tovto tat 
oiyXaioty made this splendid for thee, produced it to decorate 
thee,— the literal meaning of the word being to make splendid. 

'u4p>ota>. — Donnegan has translated II. /?. 807, "JZxtwq f qvu 
QiZq tnoq rjypolrjoev, « he attended not to the word of the god- 
dess.' And from this passage, and, Schneider's translation of it 
in the supplement to his lexicon, he has given as one of the 
meanings of ayvoito, ' not to follow.' Had he examined Home*} 
and not blindly translated from Schneider, who is frequently 
much too free in his interpretations, he would have seen that 
there is no occasion for travelling out of the plain road to find 
the sense of this passage : it is the common meaning of the word, 
not to know, not to understand. Hector was not ignorant of 
what the goddess meant, but fully understood it. This inter- 
pretation explains the passage intelligibly, and is in perfect ac- 
cordance with the other lines in which Homer uses it. 

As to the second defect which we mentioned, that of giving 
an unnecessary number of meanings, we may see it exem- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Dosmegen's Lexicon. #6ft 

pKfied in 'jdpjvmQ* under which we find no less than thirteen 
(not different meanings, but) different words of interpretation 
for Homer and Pindar; as thus — ' most manly, brave, valiant, 
courageous, noble — Pindar ; haughty, arrogant, insolent, daring, 
rash, headstrong ; strong— Ody. ; great — Pindar* ! ! ! We 
pity the unfortunate school-boy who is expected to form some 
precise idea of the sense of ayijyop from this heterogeneous 
mixture of similar and dissimilar meanings. What must he 
think of the vagueness and inaccuracy of ancient Greek ? It is 
enough to disgust him with it forever. Of these thirteen inter- 
pretations, there is not one which fully and truly expresses the 
meaning of the word. High-spirited will perhaps come near* 
est to it, and will suit every passage in the Iliad, and many in 
the Odyssey ; and where, in the latter, it is used id a sense rath- 
er vituperative, as applied to the suitors, we may render it by 
licentious. In Pindar, it is used as the epithet of a high-spirit- 
ed horse, and thence metaphorically applied to things, as being 
* exceedingly («/«») splendid or magnificent,' e. g. nlovtog, 

fU9&QQ 9 XOfiJtOQ. 

Again ayvoq is rendered by Donnegan, 

' meriting worship or veneration : hence, glorious* honourable, as a 
contest is, Pind. ; sacred to the gods, holy as a festival, Ody. 21. 259 ; 
not to be approached by the profane, Soph. GE. C. 38 ; undefiled, 
pure, in a physical or moral sense, chaste, virginal, an epithet of Dia- 
na and Proserpine, Ody. 11,385 ; morally good or irreproachable.' 

Now multiply and subdivide as we will, ayvog can have but 
two meanings, — the first, sacred or holy ; the second, free from 
all moral or physical impurity, i. e. pure and chaste* All be- 

* The origin of this would seem to be, that Donnegan, having too 
oAen no precise and definite idea of the meaning of a Greek word, 
is fearfUl thai, in translating from the German lexicographer, he 
may omit any of its meanings, and therefore gives every sense and 
signification which the German words can by possibility bear ; in do- 
ing which he wanders widely from the meaning of the original Greek. 
There is a ludicrous instance of his ignorance in ' 'Anoxadevda, to 
sleep separately ; to sleep out of one's house— to be fond of sleep- 
to sleep upon — sleep with another.' Only the two first are legitimate 
significations ; whence the third came we cannot conjecture ; the 
fourth is a false translation of Schneider's uber ttwas einschlaftn, i. e. 
to fall asleep in the midst of doing a thing: the fifth is a false deduc- 
tion from Schneider's quotation, inoxa&ivde nag' avwTi, he slept away 
from his own house, i. e. at the sick person's. — Philostr. ApolL 8, 7, 14. 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 75 
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yond this is unnecessary, and can only serve to pool* ratber 
than explain. 

If it were necessary, we might go on with afipog, dyvlftmp, 
****W7?> **t**oe> aotutoe, aq>o(loe, etc.* But we have done, 
and will close our remarks by confessing that the predominant 
feeling of our mind, throughout this examination of Donnegao, has 
been disappointment,— disappointment that with such materials be- 
fore him, with such aids as Schneider and Passow might and ought 
to have been to him, he has not done more ; or, rather, has dooa 
what he has done so imperfectly ; that, setting out oo the great 
principle of the absurdity of tracing the sense of one language 
through the medium of another into a third, he has been binV 
self guilty of that very absurdity — guilty of translating from the 
German instead of the Greek, and thus making that the princi- 
pal which ought to have been only an auxiliary, and hardly 
deigning to call in, even as auxiliaries, those who ought to bate 
been principals. The consequences are, what must be always 
the consequences of such an unnatural order of proceeding, in- 
accuracy, defectiveness, and superfluity. And the sum of ail, 
that which has given the keenest edge to our disappointment, is, 
that the misfortune must be, we fear, in this case, nearly irrem- 
ediable — that future editions must increase rather than dbnh>> 
•ah the evil, for they cannot amend the inherent defects, nor re* 
move faults ingrafted in the very ground-work of this Greek and 
English lexicon. Instead of serving, as we had hoped when we 
first saw it announced for publication, as a foundation on which 
to raise a goodly structure of Greek and English lexicography, 
it is so innately unsound, that whatever is raised on it most par* 
take largely of its faults. Nothing but its being completely re- 
modelled, and managed on a different plan and in a different 
manner, wHI ever make it extensively or permanently useful. 

Having thus given an account of the different lexicons plac- 
ed at the head of our article, and pointed out the merits and de- 
fects of each, we must sum up the whole, and endeavour to at- 
tain the great object which we have all along kept in view, by 
giving aq putline of such a Greek and English lexicon as wo 

■ 1 1 , '■■■■■ i . i , . . ■ I, 

* It would be wearying ourselves and our readers unnecessarily to 
•make any extracts from, or throw away any criticism on, the latter half 
of Dottnegan's Lexicon ; k has all the imperfections of 8chneider% 
•rant of arrangement, in addition to those which we have mentioned 
of the farmer faal£ 
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wwiM wbb to see undertaken, being fully convinced that unless 
ode be formed oo this or some very similar plan, it cannot but 
fail. % 

We should begin then by saying, that we prefer the alphabeti- 
cal arrangement of words to the etymological one, where the 
derivatives are arranged under their primitives. The latter may 
be the more philosophical, but every one knows that it is most 
iocoovtoment, while the former is the only one calculated for 
general use, and may be so managed — (the roots and the prim- 
itives being, for instance, placed in larger characters than the 
derivatives)— as to present almost all the advantages without any 
of the inconveniences of the former. 

It should be an invariable rule in this commencement of a 
new line of lexicography, never to admit a meaning for which 
there is not some good and undoubted authority, and to affix to 
each meaning the authority on which it rests, or the passage 
from which it is drawn : of course, the earliest or best author 
should be preferred. By setting out on this plan, and regularly 
adhering to it, we shall be laying the only sure foundation for 
avoiding errors and mistranslations at first ; for discovering and 
correcting them when made : and preventing that endless mul- 
tiplication of meanings, many of them tautologous or false, 
which now deluge our dictionaries, and only go on increasing 
with every fresh edition. It would then be seen, at the first 
glance, what authority there is for any sense ; and should th6 
inquirer question the fidelity or skill of the lexicographer, he 
could satisfy his doubts by referring to the author himself. If it 
be said, that a lexicon formed on such a plan as this would 
be too cumbrous and too expensive for general use, we answer, 
that the plan proposed is the only one calculated for preventing 
a lexicon becoming too extensive, by excluding everything not 
absolutely necessary ; and that from a work of this kind would 
be formed, very soon and very easily, abridged editions to suit 
younger students and all who are willing to rely on the judgment 
of others, while the greater work would remain for more ad- 
vanced scholars who think and examine for themselves. Be- 
sides, this part of the plan might be so modified, with very little 
or no injury to the work, or inconvenience to those who use it, 
that all apprehension of its too great bulk would vanish at once. 
For instance, in all common and useful meanings, where there 
can be no doubt, and where the author from whom the author- 
ity is taken is in every one's hands, as Homer, Xenopbon, etc. 
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8 reference to the passage would be sufficient; ki aH unusual 
meanings, and where the author is not of every day use, it 
would be better to give the example at length. 

Every word should have its root attached to it, and, if possi- 
ble, tn such a way that both should be seen at the same glance ; 
and if the quantity be marked, it will be a great additional con- 
venience and advantage. The best general plan which we have 
seen for combining both these very desirable points is that of 
Passow. In his work, the root is added in curved brackets im- 
mediately after the word ; and the quantity of the doubtful vow- 
el or vowels is marked, wherever it is possible, over the word 
itself — as in Maltby's Thesaurus ; but where this is prevented by 
the accent, it is added at the end of the article in square brack- 
ets, as thus :— 

*Adaiog, 6, »}, (a priv. and daiog) not hostile, etc. [— ~] 
Where the derivation, being doubtful or disputed, is too long to 
be placed conveniently near the beginning of an article, Passow 
has, we think judiciously, reversed the respective situations of 
the root and quantity, thus : — 

Juutopoe, o, ij, [ v ~~] a servant, etc. 

(The common derivation is did and xo?*?, one who goes io baste 
through the dust ; compare iynorioj : or one who sleeps in the dust 
and ashes of the hearth, as the lowest hinds did (Odys. xi, 190): or, 
with a more general idea, one whose occupations necessarily lead him 
through dust and dirt. But Buttmann, in his Lexilogus, makes it 
very probable, on prosodiacal grounds, that an old verb, <Wxw, oujxw, 
whence also <Wxw, lies at the root of this word, which verb had the 
meaning of, to run, hasten ; and that diuxTogo; is a derivation front 
the same root, and not a compound). 

We think if this outline were filled up according to the rules 
which we will now enumerate, a lexicon might in time be pro- 
duced equal to our most sanguine expectations. 
The rules, then, which we propose, are these : — 
1st. To give, wherever, and as far as a word will admit of it, 
its different meanings in chronological order, tracing them from 
Homer, Hesiod, or the earliest author in which such word or 
meaning occurs.* 

# Observe, we say, ' whenever a word will admit of this.' We are 
aware that if we were to attempt to explain the senses of every word 
in any language by following universally and systematically the chron- 
ological order of its appearances in books, we should be frequently 



Digitized by 



Google 



1884] General R*h*. 689 

2d. Where there is no decisive change of meaning traceable 
io the difibrent eras of the language, to give first the primitive or 
literal sense, whether in an earlier or later author, and then the 
derivative senses, tracing them from one to the other so as to 
mark as clearly as possible their connexion with the primitive 
and with each other. 

3d. To notice whether a word has varied in its construction 
in different authors, or in different periods of the language. 

4th. To mark where a word is a dialectic variety, and wheth- 
er it is used principally by the epic poets, by the dramatic wri- 
ters, or by the Attic prose authors. 

5tb. Those primitive forms of verbs, for which we have no 
positive authority in the remaining works of the elder Greek au- 
thors, but which are found perhaps in the lexicons of the gram- 
marians, or of which there remain only some tenses now gener- 
ally ranked as irregular under a later form, should be mentioned 
as such in their proper alphabetical places ; and the tenses form- 
ed from them, though placed under the form in general use, 
might be always referred back to their original thema. 

We are aware that, to form a lexicon on these rules, would be 
a work of time and labour, requiring most extensive and accu- 
rate learning, sound judgment, and unwearied perseverance ; 
but at the same time we are quite convinced that these rules are 



led into the most glaring absurdities. Numerous instances of this 
may be seen in the English Dictionary which forms part of the En* 
cyclopaedia Metropolitans, where this system is blindly followed, by a 
diligent, and, in many other respects, praiseworthy writer, in tracing 
the English language from the earliest writers down to the usage of 
the present day. In Greek, these absurdities might not be of such fre- 
quent occurrence, on account of the three great epochs which stand out 
so prominently in the history of that language, nor would they be so 
striking in a dead as in a living tongue ; still it would be ridiculous to 
say that Homer always used every word found in his writings in the prim- 
itive or literal sense ; and of course instances roust often occur of words 
used figuratively, or in a secondary sense, by earlier writers, and by 
later authors in their simple or primitive one. In the Encyclopaedia 
Metropolitana, we find, for instance, the first meaning of the word 
'embattled, 9 taken from a line in Chaucer, who employs it as the ep- 
ithet of a cock's comb — a meaning which common sense tells us is a 
metaphorical usage, and ought therefore to be preceded by the simple 
one, whether that be found in Havclok the Dane, or in The Spectator. 
Passow's whole lexicon is a striking and beautiful illustration of this 
rule, and of the limits within which it should be restricted. 
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not mora than sufficient — that, with the numerous helps wMeh 
a acbolar has in the present day, they are not of greater difficul- 
ty than he may be fairly required to encounter— and that a lexi- 
oon, not founded on these or similar rules, must be m some 
point or other radically defective. We will give an instance or 
two of each of these rules, partly to exemplify our meaning, but 
still more to show how necessary they are, and how useful they 
may be made. 

As an instance of the effect of the^rtt of these rules we might 
point to SyaXfAa, the Homeric sense of which is nap eep c5 tit 
ayaXXtxai, any object of exaltation, pride, or delight ; its post- 
Homeric and general Attic sense, the statue of any god or dei- 
fied hero : nor was it ever applied to statues of men, until, by 
the flattery of the later Greeks, under the Byzantine emperors. 
In the same way we cannot obtain a clear knowledge of the dif- 
ferent meanings of iyanau, and its more poetical form ayajwif«, 
but by tracing it from the Homeric sense, ' to show a person any 
act of favour, affection, or kindness,' down to its common Attic 
meaning, ' to be fond of inanimate things,' as nkovrov, gptyioria, 
etc. and thence again to Lucian's frequent use of it for sexual 
love, *(>da>— in which sense it is not found except in writers of 
a very late era. Now, in putting this rule into practice, we shall 
observe that there are three great epochs in the language, 
through all or some of which the different meanings of a word 
can be frequently traced with more or less distinctness ; vie. its 
infancy, its prime, and its decline : — its infancy in the heroic age 
of Homer, with whom we may join Hesiod — its prime, in the 
pure and classical times of Thucydides, Xenophon, and the great 
dramatists — and its decline, after the Macedonian conquest, and 
still later under the rising star of Roman greatness, when such 
writers as Polybius, Plutarch, and Lucian disfigured the elegant 
language of Plato and Sophocles by spurious expressions, for- 
eign idioms, and new-fangled meanings. The greater number 
oi instances, however, will give only two epochs — as in xoopoe, 
of which the Homeric meanings are, c order or regularity, 9 and 
1 any ornamental part of dress ;' but its other, and secondary 
meaning, l the regular system of the universe, the world, 9 did not 
exist until some centuries after, when Pythagoras first introdu- 
ced it as a philosophical expression, (vid. Bentley's Opusc. 
PMI0I05. p. 347, 445), from whom it was adopted by Parme- 
nides, Empedocles, and others, and so passed into common 
usage. Of course one very essential part of this rule is, that io 
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every instance, whether there be a chronological variety of 
meaning or not, the earliest author in which a word or meaning 
occurs should be always noticed— es, for instance, under af/iivpa, 
k must be mentioned that the earliest occurrence of the word ia 
in Pindar, while Homer always uses ivvul. We might enume- 
rate a vast number of other words which can never be clearly un- 
derstood but by taking such a chronological view of their mean- 
ings ; but what we have given will be amply sufficient, and not 
perhaps too much, to illustrate every part of this most important 
rule — by a strict observance of which, wherever practicable, we 
shall in time possess a complete and philosophical knowledge of 
the different stages of the language, and shall be enabled to as- 
certain with much more ease and certainty than by any other 
means, what families of words and meanings are genuine Hel- 
lenic, whet have crept into the language in the Macedonian and 
Alexandrian eras, and what were introduced by the Romans, 
Byzantines, and others, until the final corruption of the language. 
We have said the more on the various branches of this rule, be- 
cause we believe it to be quite new to most of our classical read- 
ers, as we know of no instance of its having been brought into 
practice until in Passow's lexicon, of which it forms the moat 
striking and most valuable feature. On the other rules we shall 
have to say comparatively little. 

Of the second rule, it may be hardly necessary to give an ex- 
ample ; it will not, however, detain us long, and we will venture 
on one in 

'Ajtootowpy, ?;, (&no(TTQi<pto) the turning anything from or away— as 
the averting of an evil, of an accusation, of a crime, etc. Eurip. Hip- 
pot 1096. The turning of a horse short aside, Xen. de Equ. 9, 6. 
Vide 'AjtojooTttj. 

2. Id a passive or middle sense, the turning of oneself from one thing 
or place to another, as through fear, whence, a place of refuge or safe- 
ly, like ncnayvp], Herodot. 8, 109. Xen. Anab. 2, 4, 11. Eurip. Med. 
603. 'An. owtrioitts, Thucyd. 8, 75 ; or through want, as a resource, 
Metros, Herodot. 2, 13 ; or, through dislike, whence aversion, defec- 
tion, or revolt, Plut Alcib. 14 ; or, simply, the being turned in a dif- 
ferent direction, as the bend or turn of a road or river, xov (tvparog, 
Plut. Lucull. 27 ; or, that which turns from one thing to another, a di- 
version, Plut vol. vi. 504, Reiske. In Rhet. the figure Apostrophe.* 

* Observe, in exemplification of our caution as to the application 
of our first rule in a preceding note, that the first usage of this word 
ia here taken from Euripides ; the second from a much earlier writer 
— Herodotus. 
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On the third rule we need say but little, as it is obvious that, 
whether a word vary in meaning or remain the same, io differ- 
ent periods or different authors, yet in its syntax it may undergo 
great changes. For instance, xotpovt'w has always the same 
meaning, yet its construction varies greatly. Homer never joins 
it immediately with a case, but uses it either absolutely, as at II. 
I, 207, or more frequently with xatd and the accusative, as 
noXtpop xara, Av%ir\v nara, etc. the preposition being always 
after the substantive. On the contrary, Hesiod, in his Theog. 
331, joins it with the genitive — Pindar Olymp. 14, 12. with the 
accusative— Apollon. Rhod. with the dative. 

The fourth rule is one so plain and well-known, that it might 
seem superfluous to make any remark on it. And yet it roust 
be observed, that to make it really efficient, it must be acted on 
regularly and systematically. We shall theo reap from it ad- 
vantages, of which, from its meagre use and rare occurrence in 
our present lexicons* we can now have no conception. Thus, 
of a/tog and ce/wfc, it may be said that aviog is a much later 
word, and of a narrower meaning than ayrog ; seldom found in 
the Attic prose writers — never in the tragedians ; while dywog is 
the Homeric form, and used by the Attic poets and orators. 
Again, of dedog and dtiXaiog — the former is the Homeric form, 
and used also in Attic prose ; the latter is never found in the 
epic poets, but constantly used by the tragedians. Again, of 
dMgov f that its first appearance in this form is in Pindar — Ho- 
mer always using divdgeov; that the Ionians, whom the Attic 
poets sometimes follow, used diydpog, to, whence we find in At- 
tic prose the dative plural (fcWpto*, as well as divdgoig : Thu- 
cyd. 2, 75. Xen. CEcon. 4, 14. Schaef. Greg. p. 61, 62, 265. 
Again, of the present «7/*t, to go, it may be remarked, that io 
Homer it frequently occurs as a real present, though be does 
use it also as a future; but that in Ionic prose, and in the Attic 
writers, it is, with very few exceptions, a real future; and that it 
does not revert back to the regular sense of a present until in 
such later authors as Pausanias and Plutarch ; — which, bow- 
ever, holds good, strictly speaking, only of the indicative, next 
of the infinitive and participle : the Attics use it more frequent- 
ly than iXtvaopcu and noptuoopai, Valcken. Hippol. 1065. 
Some isolated instances of *fyu, with the sense of a present, in 
the best Attic writers, may be found in Herm. de jEscb. Danaid. 
p. 8. Such observations as these will show how extensively 
useful this rule may be made. 
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The Ji/W rule may require a little illustration to make our 
meaning clearly understood. Let us take for that purpose 
uvdvvn. We know that this hqp been the form in regular use 
from Homer's time, but we fiod it joined with a Ait. JSno», ao 
tor. 2, «(to*, a<fe?v, and a perf. *£d«, which cannot be formed 
from *rd**f» t but must be traced back to another form udiM,~~ 
•6 to which, though we have no positive authority for it, we may 
yet fairly conclude either that it was in actual use at the time 
these tenses were first formed, or that those who formed them 
bad good reasons for supposing its previous existence. Our 
rule, therefore, directs that adtm should be admitted into the 
lexicon, aod placed in its proper alphabetical situation, and that 
whether any authority for it be found among the grammarians 
or not, as thus, 

€ AtU>, to please : not used in pros, but supplies avdJiwrn with flit, 
mdtfawi aor. 2. ado* [*"], ad&>; per£ fata, Dor. tdda [*-~] 

Again, drdavat would run thus : — 

'Ayddvoj, (ydopai) imperf. yvdavov, and irjvdavov, Horn. — Att some- 
times lavdatyor. From the obsolete form adiw come a Ait. o^cw, 
Herodot and Att aor. latiov ; besides which Homer has the aor. 
rfafor, which like ado* [ WW J is only poet— Perf. tdda, Dor. Zadcu To 
please, etc. 

In the same way we should admit Tim as an obs. theme to 
form the poet, perf. yiyaa for yiyova^ perf. to ylyvopcu, — Jaco, 
whence didota^— 8d<po) t whence Tt&ijna, and ttayov, — and many 
others, the adoption or rejection of which must be left to the 
judgment of the lexicographer. 

We have observed io Passow's lexicon a very simple and 
judicious way of marking the difference between the tenses 
formed regularly from the usual form and those formed from 
some other obsolete one. For instance, Passow would call 
ijrdavow the imperfect or dvdavco, but adjou, the future to dvdd* 
9m ; the different particles expressing that the former is formed 
regularly /row it, tut that the latter is oolv joined with it and 
placed under it for convenience. A plan of the same kind 
might be introduced into our grammars and lexicons with singu- 
lar advantage, as it would often impress on the minds of younger 
students an important distinction, which now too generally es- 
capes observation, or passes off under the indefinite term of en 
irregularity. 

We have been the more minute in illustrating these rules, be* 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 76 
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cause we are heartily ashamed of the present state of our lexi- 
cons and dictionaries-— and, after the maturest consideration, 
feel convinced that the Greet language can never be studied as 
it deserves to be, nor fully understood, until we possess a lexi- 
con formed on some such plan, and by some such rules, as we 
have drawn up. We are, confident, that no Greek lexicon, un- 
less conducted on such principles, will be of any extensive use 
to the classical world, or permanently redound to the credit of 
its author: whereas, if managed in the manner we have describ- 
ed, with suitable care and talent, it would prove an eternal mon- 
ument of the learning and industry of its compilers, and soon 
throw into disuse all the editions of Stephanus, or Scapula, or 
Schneider, which ever have been or ever will be published. < 



Art. IV. — The Lament or David over Saul and Jona- 
than, II Sam. I. 19 — 27. Translation and Commen- 
tary. 

By the Editor. 

Introduction. 

The name of David is distinguished among the leaders 
of the Jewish theocracy, as " the man after God's own heart." 
As the magnanimous warrior and chivalrous chief; as the sweet 
Psalmist of Israel, pouring forth upon his harp strains to touch 
and melt the hearts of millions in every age and clime until the 
end of the world; he stands and will forever stand alone. 
Were we disposed to regard him merely as a warlike chief, 
there are in his history traits of magnanimity and romantic val- 
our, which alone would have immortalized inferior men. Wk- 
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nesa iris dariog combat with Goliath ; bis repeated forbearance 
to take the life of Saul when thrown into his power, when bis 
heart smote bim because be bacLcut off even Saul's skirt;* 
and bis conduct when, on bis longing to drink of the water of 
the well of Bethlebem,f three mighty men brake through the 
host of the Philistines and drew water from the well and brought 
it to him, yet be would not drink thereof, but poured it out unto 
the Lord and said, ' Be it far from me, O Lord, that I should do 
this ; is it not the blood of the men that went in jeopardy of 
their lives? 9 Or if we look at him as an inspired poet, he it is, 
above all others, who has expressed most fully the enjoyments 
and the longings, the complaints aud the rejoicings, of the pious ' 
soul ; so that his strains have ever been and ever will be adopt- 
ed by all pious minds, as the fittest expression of their own 
feelings, and composed as it were expressly for themselves. { 

It is, however, not as the monarch of Israel or a prophet of 
the Lord, that we have now to do with him ; but as a man, a 
friend, a fellow-mortal, in the social relations of private life. In 
this respect, there is no one of the distinguished men of the Old 
Testament, whose character the records of inspiration have so 
fully developed. It might be sufficient, perhaps, to refer only 
to that trait of frank, confiding generosity, which could overlook 
all injuries and embrace even former enemies as friends ; as in 
the case of Saul above referred to ; of Abner, for whom he wept 
as for a prince and a great man fallen in Israel & of Aroasa ;|| 
and likewise of the false and ungrateful Absalom, the deep 
moanings of a father's grief for whom, cannot be read without 
tears.1T But our purpose draws us to dwell more particularly 
upon the tone of deep and confiding emotion and generous feel- 
ing, wbich made him the warmest of friends, and procured for 
him the most devoted attachment in return. We see this ex- 
emplified in several instances ; but in none so strikingly as in 
the mutual affection of David and Jonathan, — a friendship than 
which none is more renowned in the history and poetry of the 
world. 

It is not necessary here to dwell upon the circumstances of 

• 1 Sam.a24.c26. f 2 Sam. 23: 15 sq. 1 Chr. 11: 17 sq. 

I Compare the language of Luther, as quoted by De Wette, Bibl. 
Repos. III. p. 450. 

§ 2 Sam. 3:31 sq. || 2 Sam. 19: 1& 

f 2 Sam. 1& 5, 29 sq. 19: lsq. 
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tbii annual attachment ; they cannot be depicted in brighter dr 
more touching colours than the simple language of the sacred 
historian : " The soul of Jonathan was knit with the wool of 
David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul."* And wbeo 
by the perverse jealousy and malignity of Saul, David was conn 
pelled to flee, and Jonathan bad given him the concerted signal 
to this effect, " they kissed one another, and wept one with 
another, until David exceeded»"f From this time onward, they 
ftppear to have met but once, when, during Saul's ungenerous 
pursuit of David, "Jonathan arose and went to David ioto the 
wood, and strengthened bis hand in God ; and tbev two made 
a covenant before the Lord. "J It was not long after, that Da- 
vid was called to give utterance to bis feelings over tbe melan- 
choly fate of Jonathan, in the exquisite elegy which we are 
about to consider; and the strength and permanency of his af- 
fection was manifested by tbe constant personal interest which 
he afterwards took in Mephibosbetb, the only remnant of tbe 
family of Jonathan, and by the generous provision which he 
Oiade for his support. 

The character of Jonathan appears to have been tbe reflex of 
thai of David, full of deep and tender feeling, and of true af- 
fection under the most difficult circumstances. Indeed, tbe first 
advances in their friendship seem to have been chiefly on bis 
part ; as was doubtless natural, he being the elder of tbe two, and 
a prince of the reigning family. If he had less of that bold and 
determined enterprise, which 6ts men to become successful chiefs 
and leaders, he was at least not wanting in that daring personal he- 
roism which challenges the admiration of a people. This is 
manifest from bis romantic and successful attack upon the Phi- 
listines' garrison atMicbmasb $ and that all Israel looked upoa 
him as * their beauty and their pride, 9 is evinced by tbe manner 
of their interference on that occasion, to prevent tbe fatal execu- 
tion of the rash vow of SauL|| 

A few words only need to be premised, respecting the cir- 
cumstances of the battle in which Saul and his sons were slain, 
in order to illustrate some of the allusions in the following poem. 
Tbe Philistines bad gathered their armies together against 
Israel, and pitched in Shunem in the great plain of Esdraelon ;** 

• 1 Saui. 18: J. 20: 11 sq. f 1 Sam. 20: 41. 

t 1 Sam. 23: 16 sq. § 1 Sam. 14: 1 Sq. 

H 1 Sam. 14: 24 sq. 45. •• 1 Sam. 28* 4. 
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white Saul gathered il Israel and pitched on the mountains of 
Giltaft, which skirt the plain on the east, and separate it from 
the valley of the Jordan. Saul at this time was in great de* 
spoftdency. The Lord bad forsaken him, and answered him 
not ; aad in his distress he bad rashly applied to the sorceres* 
of Endor. There the spirit of Samuel bad appeared to him 
and announced his fate: "The Lord will deliver Israel with 
thee into the hands of the Philistines ; and tomorrow shalt thou 
and thy soas be with me/'* Saul returned the same night to 
bis camp ; in the meantime the Philistines bad advanced in the 
plain to Aphek, while the Israelites descended from the mnun-' 
tab as far as to a fountain in the eastern part of the plain. f 
Here the battle commenced ; with what feelings on the part of 
Saul may be imagined. " The Philistines fought against Israel ; 
and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and felt 
down slain in mount Gilboa."J The four sons of Saul, includ- 
ing Jonathan, were slain ; and Saul himself wounded. What 
wonder, that in bis anguish and despair, he should call upon his 
armour-bearer to slay bim, or should himself fall upon his own 
sword ? It was indeed a day of darkness and of calamity to 
Israel. The inhabitants of the adjacent cities forsook tbern and 
fled, and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

The sad intelligence was brought to David and bis compan- 
ions at Ziklag, a place three days' journey from the plain of bat- 
tle towards the South West.§ It was communicated by an 
Amalekite, who claimed to have slain Saul at his own request, 
and produced his crown and bracelet as tokens of the truth of 
bis words. || The blow was sudden, and probably unexpected. 
" Then David took bold on his clotbes, and rent them ; and 
likewise all the men that were with him. And they mourned 

• 1 Sara. 28: 19. 

t 1 Sara. 39: 1. Perhaps the fountain mentioned by Dr Richard- 
son ; see Bibl. Repos. I. p. 601. 

t 1 Sara. 31: 1. § 1 Sam. 80: 1. 

I The seeming inconsistency of the Amalekite's narrative with 

1 Sam. 31: 4 — 6, may be removed in two ways ; either by supposing 
the Amalekite to have invented his story in the hope of obtain- 
ing favour with David ; or by supposing that Saul did not immediate- 
ly die after felling on bis own sword, but rose up again. The latter 
would seem to be implied in the language ascribed to Saul in 

2 Sam. 1: 9, and also from v. 10. 
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tod wept, and fisted unttf even, for Sen! and for Jonathan his 
son, and for the people of the Lord, and for the bouse of Israel; 
because they were fallen by the sword." Id immediate coo* 
Dexion with this, the sacred historian proceeds to say : " And 
David lamented this lament over Saul and over Jonathan his son. 
Also he bade teacb the children of Judab [this song of] thc 
Bow :* lo ! it is written in the book of Jasber."f 

From a review of all the circumstances, it is apparent, that 
although in bewailing the calamities of his country, the poet 
would naturally be led to introduce Saul as its prince aod 
champion, yet his thoughts would instinctively turn to bis tried 
and faithful friend and brother, the affectionate, the heroic Jona- 
than, the pride of his country, thus cut off with his brave com- 
panions by an untimely fate. We are now prepared to enter 
upon this pathetic Lamentation. 

DAVID'S LAMENT. 
2 Sam. 1: 19-97. 

bbn spniaa-^p btrittr* ran 19 

A» T ' V «r — •• ▼ • • • • — 

yaVan "nn 21 
wV* natron ^d-^« 
nibnn "htdi 

* See Calraet, art. Bow. 

f See BibL Repos. HI. p. 726. The miserable forgery under tbe 
name Book of Ja$her % got up in England a century since and recently 
attempted to be revived, has been ftilly exposed by Mr Home. 
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a^aa pa bwi no *>a 
nasa rpaia ^a ^wa ua 

» V IT "" "* * T • « » ' •» T 

aniaa aVna a^Vn a-na 22 
-virw ai'oa *6 Wiirp rrajj? 
topn ainin afc ^ihbj aim 

an^na oavam Branson irwi?m ^wo 23 

niB3 «6 aniaai 
iVp nntian 

I- • -r • • 

tnaa ntnaa 

was ^i«H>* b*iw nisa 24 

a^hy-ay "ob* aaoa^an 
j pwvb by an? +v> nV?an 

Fiv • : - t» • -: v-» 

narfcan Tiina aniaa fi>& T>» 25 

At t ; • - I • • • *IT I •• 

tVVn spniaa ^>y ■tnain'* 

IT t ' V -r - 1 ▼» • 

inDirr 1 *n« spfcp ■£"•» 26 
i»a *»V na^a 
•# nnan» nns6D3 

• ' • it -: — ▼ ~ : j • 

tn'nM nanaa 

aniaa iVds ipn 27 
tnar6a ^a vra»i»i 
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TRANSLATION. 

19 Beauty of Israeli slain upon thy mountains ! 
.flow are the migJHy fallen ! 

SO Tell it not in Gatb, 

Publish it not in the streets of Aakelon ; 
Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 

Lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph. 

21 Mountains of Gilboa ! 

No dew 9 nor rain upon you, 

Nor fields of offerings ! 
For there was cast away the shield of the mighty, 

The shield of Saul not anointed with oil. 

22 From the blood of the skin, from the flesh of the mighty, 

The bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
The Sword of Saul returned not tn vain. 

23 Saul and Jonathan were loving and pleasant in their lives, 

And in their death they were not divided. 
They were swifter than eagles, 
They were stronger than lions. 

24 Daughter* of Israel ! weep over Saul ; 

Who clothed you in scarlet with delights,' 
Who put ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

25 How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle ! 

O Jonathan, slain upon thy mountains ! 

26 Wo is me for thee, my brother Jonathan ! 

Very pleasant hast thou been to me ; 
Thy love to me was wonderful, 
Passing the love of women ! 

27 How are the mighty fallen ! 

And the weapons of war perished ! 
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NOTES. 

The preceding arrangement of the poem shows that it k not less 
perfect in external symmetry, than in surpassing tenderness. It 
opens with an exclamation, addressed to the friend and brother 
fallen with his brave companions in battle upon their native moun- 
tains; and this is repeated as a refrain or burden with slight vari- 
ations, ?. 25, 27. Compare Ps. 42: 5, 11. 43: 5. The whole 
lament is full of similar prosopopoeia and exclamation ; see v. 20, 
21, 24, 26. 

Verse 19. Beauty of Israel, i. e. Jonathan, the ornament and 
pride of the nation ; comp. v. 25, where in the same refrain the 
name of Jonathan is substituted. Besides this requirement of 
poetical symmetry, it accords with nature that the first burst of 
grief should address itself directly to the beloved object. The 
form "022J3, with ^ e art ^ e » a ' so indicates the vocative ; Gesen. 
Lehrgeb! p. 654. 4. Stuart $ 412. d. The word "DX properly sig- 
nifies beauty, ornament, glory, pride ; e. g. Is. 13:" 19, Babylon is 
nfobJDJQ n aX, the glory of kingdoms. Ez. 20:6, 15, the land of 
Israelis niintftrpiDb t|X , the glory of all lands. Dan. 11: 16 f 
41, "qxrr W$> land of beauty, is put for the land of Israel ; and 
»■*£ alone, Dan. 8: 9. 

Bat the word 'OS , like the Aramean jrata , Arab. (-jJb 9 sig- 
nifies also a gazelle, one of the fleetest and most beautiful of the 
antelope tribe, and the frequent emblem of beauty and graceful- 
ness among oriental poets. Thus Cant. 2: 9, " My beloved is like 
the gazelle ;" comp. Prov. 5: 19. Hence some have here translat- 
ed : Gazelle of Israel, slain upon thy mountains ! The figure is 
exceedingly beautiful ; and were the gratification of taste alone 
concerned, I would not scruple to adopt this rendering. But af- 
ter long hesitation, it seems to me that the other line of the refrain, 
as also the variation in v. 25, requires here the more literal sense ; 
especially as the gazelle is properly the emblem of delicacy and 
grace, not of manly strength and valour. 

I have preferred the word ' mountains' to ' high places/ because 
the latter in the common usage of our version refers to idolatrous 
worship. For the use of rri&a to designate mountains, comp. 
Num. 21:28, *prttt rriaa, mountains of Arnon. Jer. 26: 18, 
W rri»lb rP 3T nn , the mount of the temple [shall become] at 
forest mountains. Mic.3: 12. Ez. 36:2, coll. v. 1. 
Vol. IV. No. 15. 77 
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The form bbn signifies properly jrisrxerf; hence it takes in gew* 
eral the sense Vf wounded, Job 24: 12. Ps. 60: 27. Jer. 51: 52 ; 
and also slain, Num. 19: 16. Deut. 21: 1, 2, 3, 6. 

Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the correct poetical sense 
of this verse, it remains to observe, that interpreters in all ages 
have differed very much in the application of the words ^&7T. 
~ $T?? . Their various opinions may be ranged under three claa- 
ses,Viz. 

1. Those which adhere to the literal sense of ^i£, beauty, gUh 
ry, etc. and mostly make it in the vocative. It is ihen variously 
applied, viz. (1.) To God; thus Junius and TremeUius : O decus 
Israelis, in excelsis tuts confossi, etc (2.) To the heroes of Is- 
rael collectively, or perhaps to Saul and Jonathan in particular ; 
so the Vulg. Inclyti Israel, super montts tuos i* t erf ecti sunt. But 
Luther takes it in the nominative : Die Edelsten in Israel sind emf 
deiner Hoke erschlagen. (3.) To the land of Israel ; so the EngL 
Bibles of 1589, 1599, etc. O noble Israel, he [Saul] is sknn q 
thy high places, etc. (4.) To mount Gil boa, by Prof Stuart ; 
his Course of Heb. Study, p. 131. 

2. Those which take r?2t in the sense of gazelle. The Syriac 
version first exhibits this interpretation, in the vocative form, but 
with nothing to shew whether it is addressed to Saul or Jonathan : 
Gazelle of Israel, the slain are on thy mountains. In this it is fet* 
lowed by the Arabic of the Polyglott. Among modern interpre- 
ters, Le Clerc seems to have been the first who adopted this 
sense ; he translates thus : O caprea Israelis, etc. referring it to 
{Saul. Michaelis, following in part the Syriac, has given to the 
whole an interrogative form, referring it to Jonathan : 1st dak 
Reh Israels auf deinen Hohen geschlagen ? This view seems si 
one time to have been adopted by Gesenius, who makes the tt M 
^n^n , interrogative ; Lehrgeb. p. 657. 2. b. Augusti and~De 
Wette drop the interrogation : Das Reh t O Israel, bKstet amf 
deinen Hohen. The translation which coincides nearest with the 
general view I have given above, is that of Dr Geddes in his ve^ 
sion, Lond. 1792 — 7, viz. O antelope of Israel, pierced on thime 
own mountains ! It may be proper to remark, that I was not 
aware of this partial coincidence until more than three years after 
my own views had become fixed. 

3. By a very singular variatiou, the Seventy appear to have read 
2 n 2n instead of ^XH , and have translated thus : JZrqlwGov '/a* 
oai]l vnig reli> t6Vvtjx6t(ov im xa vyy aov tgavpurieiv, L o. 
Erect, O Israel, a pillar for the slain, etc. This is followed sab* 
stantially by the Targum of Jonathan ; and also by C. Thomeoa 
in his English version. 

Whatever of beauty or propriety there may be in any of these 
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interpretations individually considered, the rea*ftns4thove adduced, 
•ad especially the poetical symmetry and parallelism, seem to be 
decisive, that the appellation* " Beauty of IsraeJ," can here appro- 
priately and exclusively be applied only to Jonathan. 

, Verse 20, This burst of patriotic feeling is best illustrated by 
the similar history of the Israelites after the death of Goliath and 
the defeat of the Philistines, 1 Sam 18: 6 sq. " The women came 
out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, with tabrets, 
with joy, and with instruments of music. And the women an- 
swered as they played, and said : 

" Saul hath slain his thousands. 
And David his ten thousands." 

1 Versk 2t. An imprecation against the mountains of Gilboa as 
fte scene of carnage; not in the abrupt and vehement manner of 
the durse of Meroz in the Song of Deborah, Judg. 5: 23, but rather 
ma wild and plaintive strain *>f sad emotion. The plural is here 
esed in allusion, probably, to the different peaks into which the 
range of Gilboa is divided, some of which rise to the height of one 
thousand feet above the Jordan. 41 For the construct form before 
a, see Gesen. Lebrg. p. 670. Stuart's Heb. Gram. § 432. 
: Fields of offerings imply fertile fields, producing the best and 
earliest fruits, such as one might bring in sacrifice to God. 

The remainder of this verse seems to allude to that state of des- 
pondency and anguish of mind, in which Saul and the children 
of Israel entered into battle. No joyful anticipations, no forebod- 
ings of triumph were there ; the Lord had forsaken them, and it 
had already been announced to Saul, that he and his sons should 
fail, and Israel be made captive. With what heart could even 
brave men right under such circumstances ? They could only yield 
to their fate ; they rushed unprepared to the battle ; they fought— 
but the ' shield of the mighty was cast away !' 

The last line of the verse I have left ambiguous, precisely as it 
stands in the Hebrew. The epithet not anointed with oil, may re- 
fer either to the shield, or to Saul himself. If to the former, it 
presents another trait of Saul's despondency, that in his despair 
and anguish he neglected duly to prepare his armour and to anoint 
his shield before the battle. Compare Is. 21: 5, where the prophet, 
in announcing the sudden attack of Cyrus, makes the watchmen 
exclaim to the princes of Bahylon, " Arise, anoint the shield !" as a 
preparation for instant fight. Jarchi says " Shields were made of 
tanned hides, and were anointed with oil in order to render them 
smooth ;" as also to make them more compact and firm, and to pre- 
vent the breaking and decay of the leather. See Gesen. Coram, oa 

* Bibl. Repot. I. p. 599. Rosenra. Bibl. Geogr. II. i. p. 111. J 
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Is. 21: 3. 86 the Sept. top**? 2taU oim Ijrofah? iriXvk*. 
The only apparent objection to this interpretation lies in the use 
of the form tppft , which is nowhere else applied to things, be* 
always to persons* with the idea of consecration to some particular 
office or duty. 

' In this last manner have all the versions, except the Septuagint, 
understood rj' , ?^3 ,n * ms passage as referring to Saul ; and to com- 
plete the sense, have mostly supplied the particle of comparison 
3 before ^3, viz. " The shield of Saul as if not anointed wiA 
o*il ;" i. e. as if he were not the Lord's anointed, as though he 
Were a common man. This gives a sense entirely appropriate and 
poetical ; and such an omission of 3 is not unusual. Thus Ft. 
11:1, Flee as a bird to your mountain. Is. 51: 12, mem, wh$ 
shall be made as grass. Job 24: 6. Nah. 3: 12, 13. So the Vul- 
gate, quasi ; and so most modern versions. On the other hand, 
the Targum of Jonathan, the Syriac, and the Arabic, emit tie 
negative, and render thus : " The shield of Saul, the anointed 
with oil ;" i. e. the Lord's anointed. — Junius and TremeHras give 
A different turn to the idea, by taking "^3 not as a negative, but 
in the'sense of consumption, destruction, as in Is. 38: 17 ; hence 
their version is : per constimtionem ejus qui unctus rrat deo. Dr 
Geddes would read ^3 for ""bs , on mere conjecture, and translates : 
" The shield of Saul, 'the armour of the anointed," etc 

In this verse Saul is made prominent by the poet, as being king, 
and therefore the champion and representative of Israel. 

' Verse 22. Saul and Jonathan as warriors. The word a^fj sig- 
nifies literally fat ; but as connected in parallelism with 0*7 , bkod, 
U means fleshy fibre, flesh. A striking illustration of this whole 
poetical figure, as also of the use of the words flesh and blood in 
this connexion, is found in Deut. 32: 42, **2nft thft **2gft *V3T» 
*1TD3 b?fitn, I wiU make my arrows drunk with blood, my sword 
shall devour flesh. Compare also Shakspeare in Henry IV, " Full 
bravely hast thou flesh'd thy maiden sword." David probably 
chose the word n^ti in preference to -til>3 , on account of its re- 
semblance in sound to the form anrj , sword, in the corresponding 
parallel clause, — a reason which did not exist in the different con- 
struction of Moses 1 song. Compare also Ifttta, Ps. 78: 31. Is. 

Verse 23. Saul and Jonathan as affectionate and amiable in 
their mutual private relations. Parent and child, they loved each 
other in life, and were also one in death. Their uncommon phy- 
sical powers are also beautifully described. 

Verse 24. For the invocation of the daughters of Israel to 
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weep ow Saul, compare In* expression of our Lerd r Luke 28c 28> 
*» Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me/' etc. Comp. also 
Jadg. 11: 40. The idea implied is, that under Saul the land had 
attained to such a degree of wealth and prosperity, that elegance 
and splendour of dress were within the reach of all. Scarlet was 
the favourite colour of the wealthy and noble ; see Pro?. 31: 21. 
Lam. 4: 5. Dan. 5: 7, 16, 29. This appeal to the instinctive tas^e 
of the sex, well comports with the general character of oriental 
females ; compare Judg. 5: 28 sq. Bibl. Repos. I. p. 606 sq. 

The expression ff l ?'j3> tu? , with delights, means probably as in 
tbt English version, ' with other delights,' i. e. he procured them 
other delicacies, enjoyments, etc. It may however be taken as in 
the place of an adjective, for delightful, pleasing, qualifying "OS? , 
icatkt ; this however is less usual ; comp. Gesen. Lehrg. p. 646. 
4. Stuart's Heb. Gram. § 442.— The form fi^ttiaijjan is Particip. 
Hiph. with Suff. of 2 plur. masc. applied to females*; see the same 
usage in Ruth 1: 8, 9, II, 13. Ex. 1: 21. Judg. 19:24. al. Ge- 
sen. Lehrgeb. p. 731. 2. a. Stuart's Heb. Gram. § 476. 6. 

Vxasa 25. See on v. 19, and the introduction. The initial 
verse of the poem is here repeated as a refrain, and the national 
part of the lament may be said to be closed. 

Verse 26. The poet now in a few touching words of exquisite 
{atbos, gives utterance to his own private sorrow. The expres- 
sive ijj— *)% of the Hebrew cannot well be given in English. As 
most nearly corresponding to it I have chosen our plaintive old 
Saxon, Wots me for thee 9 from the old English version in the edi- 
tions of 1584— 99, etc. , 

Verse 27. The refrain is varied by the omission of the per- 
gonal address, and the substitution of a different parallel clause. 
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v AaT, V.— LlTEBART NoTftCES. 

' By Uw Editor. 

L Tfo JJeni Language and Zend-Avesta. From Prof. 
Kosegarten. 

In our second Namber, Vol. L p. 407, is a notice 
respecting the Zend-Avesta, its antiquity and authority, and the 
general merits of the translation by Anqoelil dtf Perron ; as 
also respecting the proposed publication of ihfe original by Prof. 
J. Olshausen of Kiel, in which we regret to learn that no prt*- 

f;ress has been made beyond the Fasciculus there announced, 
n the mean time, however, the same labour has been undertake 
in France, by the distinguished oriental scholar Eugene Burnouf, 
who is proceeding with more rapidity in giving to the public a 
Riho-autographic copy of the Parisian manuscript, under the t^ 
tie t Vendidad Sade, Pun des Kvres de Zoroastre; PubKt 
iPtipris U manuscrit Zend de la bibliothlque du Rm. Texie 
Ztod. Livraison 1—8. Paris 1830—33. fol. pp. 448. Tb* 

Ebllowing remarks upon the publications of Burnouf and Otshatit 
ten, "are from the pen of Prof. Kosegarten, one of tbe most 
teamed and judicious of oriental scholars ; and their value is en- 
hanced not only by the critical estimate given of AnquettPs vet^ 
aion, but also by the information afforded as to the nature and 
character of the Zend language, and the sources from which an 
acquaintance with it is to be derived. The remarks are ex- 
tracted from an article in the Allgemeine Lileratur-Zeitung for 
June 1633, Nos. 96, 97. 

" In the zeal with which the study of oriental philology is at 
present pursued, it was to be expected, that new attention and 
a thorough investigation would soon be applied to the ancient 
religious books of the Persians ; which were first introduced to 
us by Anquetil du Perron, and' which we call Zend-Avesta. 
That AnquetiPs translation of these books was in many places 
paraphrastic, uncertain, and unsatisfactory, was indeed very ob- 
vfous from the notes which he inserted by way of philological 
illustration in the margin of bis work. In these the uncertainty 
of hia exposition is constantly conspicuous, so soon as be makes 
any attempt at etymological explanation, as also wbeo he often 
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says, Ces paroles peuvent se rendre encore de celte maniire, or 
Ou pourroii encore iraduire ainsi. Anquetil never gives any 
explanation in respect to the grammatical character of the Zend 
in its details ; nor has he left behind any lexicographical at- 
tempts in regard to that language. The meagre vocabularies 
printed in his work were not composed by him, but merely 
copied in India ; and they are so imperfect, that neither the 
grammatical endings nor other forms are properly distinguished. 
We find in them everywhere such specifications as the follow- 
ing would be hi a Latin vocabulary, viz. hominum, man ; tibi, 
tbou ; nostrum, I ; purusque, pure ; venisii, to come. These 
vocabularies were probably taken from some kind of interlinear 
version of the Zend text ; they are properly glosses* Anquetil 
undoubtedly made his translation chiefly in accordance with ap 
oral interpretation, which the Parsees at Sural repeated to him* 
He appears never to have attained to any real acquaintance 
with the grammatical forms of the Zend language ; since bo 
has so freqoently in his version utterly neglected then}. This 
careless mode of pursuing the study of philology deserves m 
him indeed a milder censure ; because in his time the exact 
and critical mode of studying languages demanded nowadays, 
was wholly unknown, and all the more important helps and pre- 
paratory labours were still entirely wanting. 
, " The first requisite in order to render the study of the Zend 
text possible, naturally was to make this text accessible to tbf 
public by the aid of printing or lithography ; since it can be i* 
the power of very few scholars to make use of the manuscripts 
existing at Paris, Copenhagen, and Oxford. This task of mulr 
tiplying copies of the text, the editors of the two works above* 
mentioned have undertaken ; both of them with the help of 
lithography, although the preparation of Zend types for printing 
cannot be attended with any great difficulty or expense, and 
has in fact already been accomplished in Berlin.* Indeed, the 
Zend alphabet contains by no means so great a number of let- 
iers and signs, as for instance the Arabic or the Devanagari for 
the Sanscrit. 

" M. Burnouf has advanced the farthest in his lithographic la* 
hours. He gives a facsimile of the Paris manuscript, which contains 
the Vendidad Sade in the order preferred by the present Pa rsees* 

1 ■ — n* i ■! . tw. < ll 

# These types are found in Bopp's Vergteichende GramntaUk d& 
Sanskrit, Zend, Qrieekischen, Lafetrnfeften, etc* Berlin 168& ' v * 
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vis. to that the three books Izeshne, Vispered, and Veniidmi 
are section-wise mingled together. The Izeshne we know b 
divided into sections called H&s, the Vispered into Kardes, and 
the Vendidad into Fargards. These HcU, Kardes and f\ir- 

?arrf# stand ha the Paris manuscript all mixed up together, 
'he editor announces, that be intends also to give hereafter a 
new translation of the Vendidad Sade, with a commentary. la 
this be will be able to avail himself with great advantage of a 
Sanscrit version of the Izeshne at Paris, which appears to be 
very literal, and has been described by him in the 'Journal A- 
sfctique.' This Sanscrit version was made by a Parsee named 
Nerioseng, about three centuries ago ; and M. Burnouf has al- 
ready announced his intention of publishing it. In his edition 
of the Zend text, M. Burnouf gives only the text of a single 
manuscript, without meddling at all with various readings. 

" Prof. Olshausen gives in his edition, which also b litho- 
graphic, only the book Vendidad, exclusive of the Lseskne and 
die Vispered. We have here consequendy the text of the 
Vendidad continuously, and divided only into its Fargards, as 
we find it in Anquetil's French version. In the margin the ed- 
itor has subjoined various readings derived from another Paris 
manuscript ; it is matter of surprise, that be has not also made 
use of the Copenhagen manuscripts. The selection of a text 
among these various readings, must of course, in our present 
imperfect acquaintance with the Zend language, be very much 
a matter of hazard ; still, the addition of these readings is at all 
events to be commended. The letters and strokes in Olshan- 
sen's edition are smaller and more distinct than in that of Bur- 
nouf. The first part or fasciculus of the former, which appear- 
ed in 1829, extends only to the fourth Fargard of the Vendi- 
dad, which contains in all twenty-two Fargards. Since that 
time nothing further of this edition has appeared, so far as I 
know ; nor do I know whether it will be continued. The edi- 
tor promised also an Apparatus critievs et lexicalis* 

" The sources from which we may derive aid in investigating 
the Zend language are at present the following : Anquetil's 
translation of the Zend-Avesta ; the Zend and Pehlvi vocabu- 
laries communicated by him, and many others of the same kiod 
which lie in manuscript at London and Copenhagen ; the Sao* 
scrit translation of the Izeshne by Nerioseng ; the Pehlvi copies 
of the Zend books ; and finally the comparison of the Zend with 
the Sanscrit, which has been recently applied, particularly bj 
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Bopp, with great success. The Zend indeed, In its roots and 
m its grammatical forms, is a near sister of the Sanscrit ; and 
hence also its affinity with the Grfcek, Latin, and Gothic, is a 
natural consequence. l l 

* Works which have recently appeared and which afibrtf aftj 
for the illustration of the Zend text, are the following. Rask 
in bis treatise : Ueber das Alter und die Aechtheit der Zend 1 
nrache, Berlin 1826, has given the pronunciation and power of 
toe Zend letters more exactly and correctly, than had been 
done by Anquetil. Bohlen in his essay : De origine linguae 
Zendicae, Konigsb. 1931, has instituted many comparisons of 
Zend words and grammatical forms with those of the Sanscrit 
and modern' Pertian ;' but has btirh too much upon Zend words* 
which are often incorrectly explained in AnquetiPs vocabularies* 
Burqouf, in the 'Journal Asiatique,' 1839, has explained sev^ 
eral passages of the Zend text with the help of me Sanscrit 
version of NerioSeng, and has added some general remarks on 
several grammatical peculiarities of the Zend; he has also done 
the like in a review of Bbhlen's essay in the ' Journal des Sa*> 
vans' for Aug. 1882.' Bopp, however, has in this respect ao-« 
complished more than all others, in several articles in the f Ber* 
liner Jaln'oucher,' and in the* later portions of his Grammatiea 
tritica linguae Sanscritae. He has pointed out the relation of 
fnahy Zend forms to the corresponding Sanscrit forms, and baa 
Accurately explained many single passages of the Zend text, 
ttius correcting the translation of Anquetil. He also has first 
pointed out the mythological affinity between the Zend doctrines 
and those of India ; e. g. with reference to the Indian beings Fa* 
ma.AstvinaSy Writrakan,vfh\ch re-appear in the Zend-Avesta; to 
which mythological affinities Burnout has also quite recently ad- 
ded some others, e. g. with reference to Gershasp i. q. Art- 
ikaswa, Elborsh i. q. JVrihat, and others. The Vergleichende 
Grammatik of Bopp, however, [mentioned in the preceding 
note, J affords still more complete exhibitions of the Zend forms $ 
and properly so, since the Zend now constitutes an important 
member in the Indo-European family of languages. 

11 By the use of the helps already extant lor the study of the 
Zend text, we are able in many parts to understand the text 
perfectly, and to give an exact and sufficiently certain account 
of the grammatical form of each single word. Butwaofte* 
find ourselves brought to a stand, especially by roots and woroV 
pecdiar to the Zend, which are not contained in tb* Juodr*} 

Vol. IV. No. 15. 78 
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languages, and tbe signification of which cannot with certainty 
be assumed from the connexion nor from Anquetil's translation. 
Tbe Zend, in its grammatical forms, is occasionally more com- 
plete and antique than the Sanscrit, and agrees sometimes with 
tbe more ancient Veda-Sanscrit ; sometimes however the Zeod 
terminations are already much abraded, and many case-endkigi 
have thus come to have the same sound. Tbe same relation 
in respect to forms still entire, is found in many ancient kindred 
languages; one language or dialect has retained tbe antique 
shape in one form ; another dialect has it no longer in this same 
form, but in another ; while neither has, more than tbe other, tbe 
stamp of antiquity throughout. Tbe Zend words seem to be 
tolerably rich in vowels ; inasmuch as the Zend loves to insert, 
first, a short a before another vowel ; and, secondly, a short t ia 
a syllable, when tbe following syllable ends with t or e. E. g. 

BtMorit. ZMd. 



girt . . 


. gairi * . 


. mountain. 


sreskta . 


sraesta . . 


better. 


M . . 


. aeti . . 


these, hi. 


eteshdm . 


. aetaeshdm 


. of these, Aorta*. 


api . . 


. aipi . . 


. also. 


bharati . 


baraiti 


. he bears, ftrL" 



Tbe remainder of Prof. Kosegarten's article is occupied with 
critical discussions upon quite a number of passages of the Zend- 
Avesta, and the consequent correction of Anquetil's version. 
These discussions may very properly be subjoined to the list of 
helps above given by himself. 

1L German Philosophy. From tbe German of Prof. F. E. 

Beneke, of Berlin. 

The following remarks will perhaps be interesting to some of 
our readers, as presenting tbe German philosophy in contrast 
with the prevailing systems in England and America, and thus 
exhibiting in a more tangible form some of the peculiar character- 
istics of the former. We translate them from a review of ProL 
Upham's work : Element* of Mental Philosophy, contained in 
the Allgemeine Literatur-Zeitvng of Halle for July 1833, Erg. 
Bl. Nos. 66, 67. The article is by Prof. Beneke, himself a 
very respectable writer on philosophy ; and while be does justice 
to the merits of the work in point of ability, he takes occasion, in 
remarking upon it, to state occasionally tbe doctrines of G«r- 
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nan philosophers on the various topics in question. We give 
here the introduction and conclusion of the article ; the remain- 
der is chiefly an analytical statement of the contents of the work 
reviewed. 

"In the mode of treating philosophy also, every nation devel- 
opes a peculiar character, precisely corresponding to that which 
is manifested by it in the other departments of life. Among the 
English there predominates a cautious collection and analysis of 
the results of experience, not exactly deep and discriminating, 
but exercised with great good sense and to a comprehensive 
extent, and applied more particularly to the feelings and other 
immediate forms of conviction. On the other hand, we find 
prominent among the French only single ideas, partly borrowed 
from others, and partly first presented in the form of hasty sug- 
gestions, but arranged together with piquancy and clothed in a 
splendid rhetoric. The Italians in recent times seem to have 
made it their chief employment, to sift with acuteness what has 
been advanced by other nations, and thus prepare it for an ap- 

Eropriate general survey. We Germans, finally, are, on the one 
and, also here the learned — more comprehensive than other 
nations, although of late somewhat restricted in consequence of 
an overweening self-estimation — while on the other hand, there 
certainly lies in our philosophical efforts a more perfect norm or 
rule both of proof (Begriindung) and of deduction ( Ableitung), 
than in those of any other nation. Hitherto, indeed, we have not 
arrived at any proper materials, any sure foundation, for the ap- 
plication of this norm ; but have for the most part only built up 
castles of shade and mist in the air. 

" In like manner the North Americans, after having once be- 
gun to occupy themselves in earnest with philosophy, have im- 
pressed upon this occupation likewise their own peculiar nation- 
al character. Being themselves in general only a branch of an 
European people, their philosophy also has as yet presented 
nothing in any way original. Not only, indeed, do they with 
great diligence appropriate to themselves whatever of philosoph- 
ical knowledge is any where brought to light, and especially in 
their mother country ; and exhibit, in the selection of that which 
they thus appropriate, the same strong good sense which is ap- 
parent in their political institutions; but we also see them apply- 
ing what they have thus gained, so immediately and to such an 
extent to practical life, that it is very evident, they have sought 
this knowledge from the very first only with a view to this ap- 
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plication. An article in the North American Review,* which 
we saw not long since, attempts in the introduction to excite a 
taste for a more zealous and persevering study of philosophy, 
than has hitherto prevailed in the United States. A German 
would at once have broken out into ditbyrambics on the divine 
sublimity of this science, and have hurried the reader away ioto 
its celestial regions. But how is it with the American ? We see 
htm examining through several pages, how the principle of the 
association of ideas is, and may be made, just as powerful in 
controlling the intellectual and moral world, as the principle of 
the power of steam for operating upon the material world. * Sup- 
posing,' he says, ' all that has teen written and said about the 
principle of the association of ideas had been suppressed, can it 
be conceived, that every individual in the world at this moment 
would have been equally wise and skilful, equally happy and vir- 
tuous ?— Of two orators, in other respects equal, which should 
we most confidently select for the management of a cause, one 
who has been taught the doctrine of association and all its known 
relations and effects, or one who only instinctively and uncon- 
sciously acts upon it ? To us there seems a vast accession of 
?ower and resources placed at the disposal of the former. — 
Vhen gloomy thoughts overshadow and oppress the soul, the 
well educated man, who happily has not neglected the science 
of the mind, recollects what he has been taught in books, and in 
the lecture room, concerning continued trains of ideas, and the 
power of the associating principle. He therefore seizes the as- 
sistance of this intellectual instrument to lead his attention to- 
wards brighter objects of contemplation, and thus to dissipate 
his gloom. And this he does with much more avidity and effect, 
than the untutored son of sorrow, who, unacquainted with the 
whole nature and extent of the blessed power within him, makes 

Eerhaps, or perhaps not, a few faint efforts, which instinct may 
enevolently prompt, to turn the train of his ideas and feelings, 
but soon again desperately yields up his soul to its fixed and 
haunting agony.' So too the influence of this principle in all 
literary labours is described as vast ; and the reviewer goes on 
to suggest how much is still to be done in the way of experiment, 
in respect not only to this, but to a hundred other similar rela- 
tions. 

" The same fundamental character we find in the work be- 

♦VolXlX.No.4&p.4aq. 
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fere us* Written for students, it lays do claim to originality ; 
the author professes only to give a condensed and impartial sur- 
vey of that which is received as clearly and certainly known by* 
the most distinguished philosophical thinkers of all nations. 
* * * * 

" In general,— and this was for the writer the most interest- 
ing point in the book, — it is hardly possible to conceive of a 
more thorough-going contrast, than exists between the mode of 
treating philosophy here exhibited, and that which prevails 
among us Germans. While in Germany, generally speaking, 
in philosophy, the proof (Begriindung) from experience, as be- 
longing to a certain common ground, is put under a sort of ban ; 
we find the author of this work referring every thing back to ex- 
perience, not only in general, but with a very decided prefer- 
ence to external experience. — If, further, an analytical division 
(Eiotheilung) is to be introduced, or the analytical exhibition 
of a complex whole (Darlegung eines Mannicbfaltigen), we Ger- 
mans take it for granted from the very outset, even before half 
the materials, or subject to be thus divided or exhibited, are in 
our possession, that the division or exhibition will be absolutely 
exhausting, and eternally immutable^ — an eternity, it is true, 
which not seldom finds its end with the next Leipsic fair. On 
the other hand, the American author, inclining too far on the 
opposite extreme, never makes completeness and the final set- 
tling of a question even so much as his aim ; but every where 
contents himself with saying, he will by no means maintain that 
this or that may not be added to his enumeration, or that a more 
appropriate arrangement may not be given to it. 

• * • « 

" In all this, it has anew occurred to the writer, how great an 
unanimity is manifested in the developementsofthe modern and 
most recent philosophy among all nations ; however much they 
may appear to the superficial observer to stand in entire con- 
tradiction with each other. The view which, through a species of 
misapprehension, was found in Locke's Essay on the Human 
Understanding, that all human knowJedge conies from without, 
was pressed to its extreme point by Cond iliac, Hume, and some 
others. Hence arose a reaction, in Scotland through Reid, in 
Germany through Kant ; in so far as it was maintained, that for 
the production of all knowledge certain primitive elements, orig- 
inating from our own minds, must be superadded as equally es- 
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seotial. Now that, according to Kant, these mental or spiritual 
elements consist mostly in conceptions (Begrime) ; or according 
to the doctrines of the Scottish school have all of them a more 
special and immediate form ; is surely only a subordinate differ- 
ence, in respect to which both parties may perhaps be about 
equally right and equally wrong. The fact that Kant under- 
takes to exhibit these principles of our knowledge in a complete 
scheme, according to a peculiar principle of deduction, while the 
Scottish school only places them together at random, testi6es 
certainly to a more systematic spirit in the former ; although 
in respect to the results, this is of no great importance, so long as 
the truth of the whole mode of exhibition must still be consider- 
ed as problematical. In short, the essential view at bottom is 
on both sides precisely the same; whether we call the 'original 
suggestion,' in which both agree, by the names of reime An- 
schauung and Katagorieen (pure intuition and categories), or 
constitution of mind, judgments of nature, relative suggestions, 
etc. But against this reaction, a new and highly important fur- 
ther reaction has taken place. The question, namely, arises, 
whether these primitive elements, thus superadded from the hu- 
man mind for the production of knowledge, are really originally 
given in the mind as a something already complete ; or whether 
they are not perhaps, at least the greater part of them, first 
formed in the developement of the human soul ; so that conse- 
quently the imparting of them may be not original, but have 
taken place later. This is the great problem, with which we 
now see the philosophical investigations of every country occu- 

Eied. Along with this effort, moreover, to prove what has been 
eld as original to be something first developed, inquiries have 
not stopped short at these forms of pure intuition, categories, 
relative suggestions, etc. but everything which has been adduced 
as in any way or form born in or with the human soul, has been 
subjected to this examination. This is especially true of the so 
called abstract powers or faculties, which have been introduced 
into the science from the popular view of physical developement. 
Thus we see them attacked in Italy by Roraagnosi ; in England, 
Dr Brown in his Lectures, as also in his Sketch of the Philoso- 
phy of the Human Mind, has shown that several of these repu- 
ted original powers are to be referred to the joint operation of 
others ; the author of the work before us also in several places 
declares himself not indisposed to such a derivation; while 
among us in Germany war has been declared by Herbart against 
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aH abstract faculties, as also, in a different way, by the writer. 
Yea, even our German speculative systems have obviously the 
same tendency ; inasmuch as they no longer admit, in order for 
tbe production of knowledge, a mere flowing together of a dead 
existing form with the objective elements, but only a living plas- 
tic motion. Their chief error is, that they have carried out 
that in a fantastic imaginative manner, which, if carried out by 
means of a cautious analysis of the results of experience, will 
form the immutable basis of future psychology, and cast a light 
as yet unthought of, upon every department of life. 

"Thus, then, that perplexing contradiction of philosophical de- 
▼ebpements, which seems to shut out from the future every 
prospect of unanimity, exists only so long as we are unable to 
penetrate tbe external shell and arrive at the kernel ; while in 
tins kernel we perceive such an unanimity in fact already so far 
prepared, that we may hope the time is not far distant, when it 
will shoot forth into light, and then rapidly spring up'and bring 
forth rich blossoms and precious fruit." 

III. Additional Notices on Slavic Literature. 

The reviewer of Scbafiarik's Geschichteder Slavischen Litera- 
tur in the Vienna Jahrbiicher, Vol. XXXVII, 1827, evidently 
a profound Slavic scholar, rejects several of the opinions adopt- 
ed in that work, and calls in question many others, some of 
which have been followed by the writer of the preceding sketch 
of the History of Slavic Literature. According to his view,— 
and in this he is not alone, — the dialect of the Bulgarians,* tbe 
Slavic ' Lingua Romana,' ought to have been treated as a sep- 
arate language, distinct from the Servian branch, — with more 
right, indeed, than tbe Slovakish can be separated from the Bo- 
hemian. But the amount of certain information which we 
yet possess respecting this dialect, is so small, that even an er- 
ror concerning it would be very excusable. — The same review- 
er states, that the ancient manuscript in prose, mentioned on p. 
427, has since been proved to be spurious. He also declares 
the signification assigned to the appellative ' Lekh, Lekhes,' on 
p. 472, to be a mistake, without however giving the true ety- 
mology and meaning in its place. 

In addition to what is said in respect to the early Polish lit— 

• Page 384,400, above. ~ _ 
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erature, p. 480, it may be added, that in 1828 a manuscript of 
A. D. 1453 was published under the title ; Pamientniki Jancza- 
ra, etc. i. e. ' Journal of a Polish Nobleman, 9 who was induced 
by circumstances to enter tbe Turkish army during the siege 
and conquest of Constantinople. This work, besides containing 
some important historical information, is of still greater interest 
in respect to the Polish language, of which there exist so few 
ancient monuments ; and which has altered so mucb, that it 
was found requisite to add a version in modern Polish, in order 
to render the work intelligible. 

At the close of the History of Polish literature, it ought to 
have been mentioned, that in consequence of the late insurrec- 
tion, the universities of Wilna and Warsaw have been suppressed, 
and in their stead a new one established at Kief ; that, in order 
to deprive the Polish youth of all means for an independent 
national education, the great public library of Warsaw, as former- 
ly that of Zaluski, has been removed to St. Petersburg ; and, 
finally, that all the institutions for public education at the ex- 
pense of tbe crown, have been removed to Russia. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THS 

BIBLICAL REPOSITORY. 

No. XVL 



OCTOBER, 1834. 



Art. I. On the Catechetical School, or Theological 
Seminary, at Alexandria in Egypt. 

By E. Emerson, Prof, of Ecclesiastical History, in tbe Thao. Sen. Andover. 
[PART SECOND CONTINUED.] 

On the Doctrine* taught in the Alexandrian School. 
VI. Anthropology. 

This term has been more frequently applied in respec to 
roan's physical than his moral nature. The latter use, howev- 
er, appears well established in Europe. The term seems as 
much needed in the science of morals as of physiology, if we 
would avoid the tedious, and often inaccurate or ambiguous, 
circumlocutions that have been employed in its place. I am 
therefore led to introduce it here, notwithstanding a deep dis- 
like to uncommon terms. If such a technical word shall be 
found at all to aid us in the moral science or man, its office 
will be good. 

On this subject the sentiments of some of these Alexandri- 
an fathers have already been, in part, anticipated, while treating 
on other topics, in a previous part of this essay. 

Athenagoras. According to this teacher, men become " vir- 
tuous or vicious, by their own free choice." Their nature, in itself, 
is good ; and sin arises from free will, corrupted by evil spirits. 
"Although tbe same power of reason is common to all, yet 
they are severally borne away, in diverse directions, as each 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 79 
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one is partly inclined by his own disposition, and partly influen- 
ced by those evil genii, the prince of matter and bis coadjutors.— 
And this happens to the soul, when it receives into itself the 
animal spirit, and is mingled with it in a kind of union, not 
looking upward to celestial things and their Maker, but wholly 
downward to the terrestrial, and to the earth, as though it were 
entirely flesh and blood, and no longer a pure spirit." 1 Such 
declarations are, of course, made on the old assumption of the 
three fold uature of man, as consisting of spirit, soul, and body. 
This father, however, by no means supposed sin to proceed 
from the body only; nor, on the other hand, that the mind 
alone exercises virtue ; but that both proceed from both, or 
from the whole man. 9 

Clement. This father is more explicit on the threefold na- 
ture of man, as held to by the Platonists ; and according to 
which, he interpreted the language of Scripture in many places. 
In addition to the body, there is according to this writer the ra- 
tional soul, or mind, koyixy yuzti* vovg; and the fleshly, bodily, 
and irrational soul or spirit, oajfiatixt) ipv%t}, mnupa aXoyoy, rop- 
xtxoy. The bodily soul, or life, is made by God ; the mind, 
the image of the koyog, is breathed into man by God. " Yefe 
the soul is acknowledged to be the better part of man, and the 
body the poorer. But neither is the soul morally good by 
nature, nor the body morally bad by nature. Neither, indeed, 
is that forthwith evil, which is not good ; for there are certain 
things which hold a middle place, both such as are naturally 
good and such as are naturally bad, xal ngorjy(itva xal dnoiiQQ- 

On freedom ofuriU, he thus writes, immediately after speak- 
ing of a godly life: " Now, anything is in our power, when we 
are equally the masters of that and of its opposite ; as, to phi- 
losophize, or not; and to believe, or to disbelieve. And what 
is in our power, is found possible by our being equally masters 
of each of the opposite things." 4 And in another place, be con- 
tends, that " neither praises, nor censures, nor honours, nor pun- 
ishments are just, if the soul has not the power of embracing or 
shunning ; but the evil is involuntary. " Hence," as be goes 
on to argue, " whoever hinders any one from doing a thing, is 
responsible for such hindrance; but he who does not thus io- 

l Athen. Apol. c. 22, 2a s See Guer. II. p. 104. 

3 Strom. IV. 20. « Strom. IV. 84. 
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terpose, may justly sit in judgment on the choice of the soul ; 
so that God is not the responsible cause of our sin. But since 
free choice and voluntary seeking, are the commencement of sio, 
aud a false notion sometimes prevails, which we through igno- 
rance neglect to abandon, punishments are therefore justly in- 
flicted. For to be sick of a fever is involuntary, but when one 
brings a fever on himself, by his intemperance, we blame him. 
Thus the evil may be involuntary, as no one chooses evil, sim- 
ply as evil ; but drawn away by the pleasure that surrounds it, 
supposing it good, he decides to embrace it. These things be- 
ing so, it is in our power to be free from ignorance and from an 
evil though pleasing choice, and in spite of them, to refuse our 
assent to these seductive illusions." 1 

Passages like the above, are frequent in the ancient fathers ; 
and they amply prove, that these fathers held to a genuine free 
will, in distinction from fate and from all constraint that would 
interfere with such freedom. But, when detached portions of 
these passages are brought, as they sometimes are, to prove that 
the fathers, who lived before Augustine, held to such a freedom 
of the will as to exclude the purposes, if not also the agency of 
God, in respect to man's conduct, there is a sad mistake. Take, 
for instance, the passage last quoted ; and we find, that instead 
of human freedom's being asserted in opposition to God's fore- 
knowledge and purposes respecting sin, it is here asserted and 
explained for the very purpose of vindicating the divine charac- 
ter against the charge, then frequently brought, and ever since 
brought, against God, for not preventing sin, when he had it in 
his power to prevent it. Clement had just spoken of one kind 
of sin, "the use which heathen philosophy had made of divine 
truth, and which God foresaw and did not prevent, and that be- 
cause he had a good purpose for which be designed to overrule 
the sin, though the perpetrator bad a different and bad purpose.'* 
At this stage of his argument, he says, ""I know there are mul- 
titudes continually rising up against us and saying, that he who 
does not prevent, is himself a responsible cause." After dwell- 
ing on this position, and showing its absurdity in some respects, 
he thus continues : " But if we must scrutinize the mattei 
closely, in opposition to these men, let them know, that, in what 
we speak of as taking place in theft, non-prevention, to pn xa>- 
Avrafor, is not at all a caustf ; but prevention, (or that which is 

1 Strom. 1. 17. 
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preventive,) to nmhnmov, is liable to tbe responsibility of cau- 
sation. For be who shields one, is the cause of bis not being 
wounded, preventing him from being wounded. And tbe 
demon was a cause to Socrates, not in not preventing him, but 
in persuading, although he did not actually persuade bun." 
Then follows tbe quotation given above, and which this view of 
its connexion may help us the better to understand, in other 
points beside the one for which I have more especially intro- 
duced it. While Clement holds to tbe perfect knowledge and 
power of God in governing free agents, in tbe fullest sense which 
any would claim, be, at the same time, takes very good care, 
that bis statements may not seem inconsistent with the freedom 
of moral agents. 

In connexion with these doctrines, Clement held to tbe exer- 
cise of faith in the work of acceptable obedience. He auppos* 
ed faith, which he would denominate " a kind of natural art," 
to cooperate with pious instruction, and goes on to illustrate his 
views in the following manner. "Thus a proline soil aids tbe 
germination of seeds ; for tbe best instruction is useless, without 
the reception of the learner ; and so is prophesying, without the 
obedience of tbe hearers. For dry straw, prepared to receive 
the power of fire, is easily kindled ; and the celebrated stone 
[load-stone] attracts iron by its kindred nature ; as also tbe 
tear of amber attracts straw, and amber draws up heaps of cbafil 
But tbe things thus attracted, obey those bodies, being drawn by 
an inexplicable breath (or spirit), npivftm, not as the sole causes, 
but as the joint-causes. Now, the form of evil being twofold, 
die one, that of deception and concealment, and tbe other, that of 
open and overpowering assault, the divine Word cries aloud, call- 
ing all collectively. And while be knew, most perfectly, those who 
would not obey, yet, because it is in our power to obey or not, 
that none might have ignorance to plead, be made a just call, and 
demands what is in the power of each one; for some have the pow- 
er both to will and to do, having grown to this by careful practice, 
and are purified ; but others though they are not yet able, have tbe 
power to will. The work of willing, belongs to the soul ; but that 
of doing, is not without the body." 1 And a little before tbe pas- 
sage just quoted, be says : " No longer, then, is faith a duty 
discharged by free choice, provided it is the prerogative of na- 
ture, [i. e. by physical necessity.] Nor does he receive. a just 

1 Strom. II. 6. 
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recompense, who does not believe, since it is not bis fault ; nor 
be who believes, since be is not the cause. Nor, if we rightly 
view the subject, could there be any peculiarity or difference 
between faith and unbelief, arising from either praise or blame, 
provided a pbyical necessity, from the Supreme Ruler, be 
the leading cause. But if we, like inanimate things, are moved 
with cords, by physical energies, both willingness and unwilling* 
ness are superfluous ; and so, likewise, is tendency, opp*}, which 
precedes these. Nor do I yet understand the nature of that 
living being, whose bias, to OQ(irrti%6v, necessity has allotted to 
be moved by a cause from without." Clement goes on to argue 
that there can be no room for repentance on this ground ; and 
then proceeds for substance, in the following manner : " So neither 
is baptism any longer reasonable ; nor , the blessed seal ; nor the 
Son ; nor the Father. But God is found to be merely the arbi- 
trary author of the certain natores; which leaves no foundation 
for gospel salvation, viz. a voluntary faith. But we have learn- 
ed from the Scriptures, that the power of choosing and refusing, 
arising from free will, avxoxQwtOQixri, is given by the Lord to 
men ; and therefore we repose with an immoveable decision, in 
the scheme of faith, exhibiting a prompt and zealous spirit, be* 
cause we have chosen life, and believed in God through his 
toice. And whoever believes the Word, knows the thing true} 
for the Word is truth.' 1 

As to the pre-existence of the ton/, Clement probably believed 
in the doctrine, at least so far as to hold that the soul is sent 
from heaven and infused into the body, which then becomes 
conscious. But he refutes the notion, that the soul is itself God, 
or a part of God. a 

Oa the creation and fall of Adam, etc. he thus writes. "In 
addition to all, they ought to know this, that we are born with 
an adaptation, by nature, to virtue ; not, indeed, so that we have 
it from the commencement of existence, but we are fitted to ac- 
quire h. On this principle, is solved the doubt, started for us 
by the heretics, Whether Adam was formed perfect, tiletog, or 
imperfect? And, «if imperfect, how is the work of a perfect 
God imperfect ? and, above all, man ? But, if perfect, how does 
be transgress the commandments ? They shall then bear from 
oa, that be was not made perfect, at bis formation, but was adapt- 
ed to the acquisition of virtue. But it contributes much to vir- 
tue, that he was made with an adaptation to its attainment. The 

1 Strom. II. 3, 4. * See Guer. II. p. 141. 
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design is, that we should be saved of our own selves* This, 
therefore is, the nature of the soul, that it should move of itself. 
Being then rational, and as -philosophy pertains to reason, we 
possess something akin to k. And adaptedness is, indeed, a bear- 
ings tyOQ**> towards virtue, but not virtue itself. All, therefore, as 
I said, are naturally formed for the acquisition of virtue ; but one 
applies himself more, and another less, to knowledge and practice. 
Hence some attain to perfect virtue ; and others arrive at a de- 
gree of it ; while some, again, although otherwise of good quali- 
ties, evyvelg, turn away in the contrary direction." 1 

Again, speculating on the formation of the body of man, be 
says : " Man, simply considered, is formed according to the idea 
of the spirit with which the body is uoited ; for it is not produc- 
ed without form and shapeless, in the workshop of nature, where 
the generation of man is mysteriously perfected, art and essence 
being both common. And each man is characterized by the 
mark imprinted on hjs soul by the things which he shall choose. 
According to this, we say, that Adam was perfect, as to his form- 
ation ; for nothing was wanting to him of those things which 
characterize the idea and form of man. But he, in coming in- 
to being, received perfection, — became completely a man, en- 
dowed with free will. That be should then choose, and much 
more, that he should choose what was forbidden, is not the fault 
of God, but of him who thus chose." 3 

It would seem, from the above, that Clement considered the 
moral state of infants, and the original state of Adam before he 
began to act, as essentially the same, ( being endowed indeed with 
an adaptation t<* virtue, but not virtuous in fact. 9 — But let us 
proceed with his views of the fall. 

Considering free will, as man's noblest prerogative, he says ; 
" This nobleness is shown in choosing and practising the best 
things. But wherein did such nobleness of his, benefit Adam ? 
and that, as bis father was no mortal ? for himself was the fath- 
er of men who exist from generation. Following his wife, be 
eagerly chose base things, and neglected what are true and 
comely ; by which he exchanged an immortal for a mortal life ; 
but not forever." 3 And elsewhere, he says : " the malignant 
serpent formerly drew Eve, — and now draws others into death." 4 
" The first man, once inhabiting Paradise, sported freely, as the 

1 Strom. VI. 11, 12. * Strom. IV. » 
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liule child of God. But after be bad subjected himself to vo- 
luptuousness, (for the serpent suggested such pleasure, as he 
crept upon his belly., an earthly vice,) seduced by depraved lusts 
the child grew up in disobedience. And disobeying his father, 
he dishonoured God. How powerful was pleasure ! Man, loos- 
ed through simplicity, was found bound to sins. The Lord, 
desiring to loose him from these bonds again, assumed flesh, "etc. 1 

The following is his account of the first sin of Adam and Eve, 
taking it for granted, that the Scripture account is allegorical* 
"But although it was nature [not the serpent] that led them, 
as also irrational animals, npog 'nuidonoiiaw, ixwij&tioav di 
QaiTOv rj nQoa^xov %v m vt'ot ntqwxottg, being induced by the 
deceit [of the serpent]. The judgment of God was, therefore, 
just on them, as they would not await his will." 2 

On original sin, it is not perhaps easy to say what were his 
views. It is plain, from what has already been quoted, and 
from much more which might be adduced, that be could not 
consistendy hold to the doctrine, in the sense in which it has 
been embraced by multitudes, especially since the days of 
Augustine. I know, indeed, of no passage in his writings, 
which shows that be considered a capacity or a propensity to 
sin, as being itself positively sinful ; as he certainly did not con- 
sider an 'adaptedness to virtue, as being itself virtue,' as we have 
already seen. Yet he held clearly to the opinion, that all men 
sin ; and that this is by nature, and even by something innate, 
as appears by the following incidental remark, which I will give 
in its connexion. " But he, [God,] joyfully accepts the pen- 
itence of the sinner, deligbtiog in penitence which, follows trans- 
gressions. For the Word alone is sinless. For, to sin, is innate 
and common to all, — to piy yag H&afiaox&vHv, nuoiv t^cpvxov xul 
toipov. But to return, after sin, does not pertain to every 
man, but to him that is truly excellent." 3 

The following passage is about equally difficult and curious, , 
and may possibly cast some light on his views. Arguing against 
those who considered generation itself to be sin, be thus pro- 
ceeds. " No one is free from pollution, says Job, not even 
though his life be but one day. Let them tell us, Whence was 
this newborn infant guilty of fornication ? or bow has he fallen 
under the curse of Adam, who has done nothing ? It consequent- 

1 Conor.. 11. p. 174. 8 Strom. III. 17 
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\y remains for item, as it seems, to say, that generation is ev3, 
and not only the generation of the body, but also that of the 
soul; for the body is formed by the soul. And when David says, 
I was conceived in sins, and in iniquities did my mother long, 
in my gestation, he speaks as a prophet concerning mother Eve. 
But Eve was the mother of those living ; and if he was conceiv- 
ed in sins, yet he was not himself in sin, nor was he himself sin. 
Bat whether each one who turns from sin to faith, turns to life 
from tbe custom of habitual sin, as from a mother, one of the 
twelve prophets shall bear me testimony, who says, Iflgivt 
my first bom for my impiety, the fruit of my body for the sm of 
my soul. He does not blame him who said, Be fruitful and 
multiply j but the very first motions, oquuI, after generation, in 
which motions we know not God, he pronounces to be impieties." 1 

It is not very easy to see, precisely, what this writer under- 
stood by some of the Scripture passages be thus quoted ; but 
we see very clearly what he did not understand by them. 
While he beld to no sin previous to free agency, it is not veiy 
unnatural for him to speak of sin before birth, as he supposed 
the soul to exist before the body, and to have, as it would seem, 
an intelligent agency in the formation of tbe body. 

Besides the influence of evil spirits, be believed in two sour- 
ces of sin. " Although men do myriads of things, yet there are 
but just two causes, *Q%*1, of each sin, ignorance and weakness ; 
but each of these is in our power, since we are neither willing to 
learn, nor to restrain lust. By one of these, we judge incorrect- 
ly ; by the other, we are incompetent to* the execution of right 
decisions. — Consequently, two kinds of discipline are delivered, 
adapted to each of tbe evils ; for the one, knowledge and tbe 
clear exhibition of tbe testimony of tbe Scriptures ; for the other, 
a system of practice, aoxrjoie, according to tbe Word, guided by 
faith and fear." 3 

But while error in the mind thus effected the heart and life, 
Clement believed no less in tbe power of the heart to guide the 
belief; as will appear from a passage which will, at tbe same 
time, teach us something else. 

" But, as it appears, every heresy has, as its origin, not ears 
which bear what is useful, but such as are open only to things 
that pertain to pleasure; for any one would be healed, if hei 
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only willing to obey the truth. There is a three-fold mode of 
coring this conceitedoess, as also every *aflection ; a knowl- 
edge of the cause; how it may be removed ; and, thirdly, the 
systematic exercise and custom of the soul to be able to follow 
the things it rightly decides upon." 1 

Clement also believed in the influences of the Holy Ghost in 
changing the heart, as is sufficiently evident from a clause 
in which he speaks of " the new man transformed by the Holy 
Spirit of God." 8 

Origen. He, like his predecessors, believed in the three-fold 
nature of man, body, soul, and spirit, of which the spirit, nvtv^a t 
is the best, as not being infected with sin, and as existing in the con- 
science, and being able to discern the Holy Spirit, which is effi- 
cacious in the saints. The soul, though one substance, consists of 
two parts, the rational and the irrational. And the irrational is 
again divided into the two affections of desire and anger. This soul 
is capable of good and evil, and holds a middle rank between the 
body and the spirit. The body is a temporary and troublesome 
adjunct ; and by its lusts, is often the seat and cause of sin to the 
soul. The human soul is immaterial and invisible, and has some 
affinity to God ; while the soul of a brute, is its blood. 3 

Concerning /rfe-wK, he had at least as exalted an opinion as 
that already Extracted from Clement. 

He regarded it as the grand characteristic and prime glory of 
a rational being ; and contends that whoever denies this free- 
will, virtually denies, not merely our responsibility as moral agents, 
but our power to reason, and even our very consciousness. 

But it may be well to give a specimen of his own language 
on this topic. We shall thus see, if I mistake not, that the same 
things were then thought and said, which we now hear repeat- 
ed, — and perhaps something more. Here as elsewhere, it is 
my design in the passages marked in half-quotation, not only to 
do justice to the sentiments of the author, but to give an exact 
translation of all the terms which are particularly important to 
the leading sentiments of the passage, or to the chief question I 
have in view. The passage from which I first draw is found 
in his work on prayer, where he is answering the old objection 
from decrees — an objection which every caviller down to the 

1 Strom, p. 526. * Cohort 11. p. 176. 
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present time, supposes to be a new and sage discovery of bis 
own. This objection, Origen states in all its strength, and in a 
variety of forms. The following is one of these forms. " Any 
particular individual is either one of those who were elected be- 
fore the foundation of the world, and who cannot possibly fall 
from this election, and therefore he need not pray ; or be was 
not elected nor predestinated, and he prays in vain ; and should 
be pray a thousand times, he would not be heard." — " For the 
solution of objections which thus go to paralyse prayer, I think 
the following things may profitably be premised." He then goes 
on to speak of the different kinds of motion of which different 
kinds of things are susceptible, as stones, plants, and animals; 
and speaks of them as either moved from without or from with- 
in. ' The third kind of motion is that of animals ; which is 
called motion from themselves. But the motion of rational be- 
ings, 1 think is motion of themselves, dCavt&¥. But if we take 
away from an animal this motion from himself an avtov, be can 
no longer be recognized as an animal, but will be either like a 
plant which is moved by nature only, or like a stone which is 
impelled by something from abroad. But if any one follows his 
own motion, since we may call this being moved by hinself, it is 
necessarily rational. They, therefore, who will have nothing to 
be in our power, must necessarily admit this most foolish thing ; 
first, that we are not living beings ; and, secondly, that we are 
not rational. But, as if moved by some one from abroad and 
not moving ourselves, we may be said to do by him, what we 
think ourselves to do. Besides, let any one understanding^ in- 
spect the things of which himself is the subject, and see if he 
can shamelessly say, that he does not himself will, and be does 
not himself eat, and does not himself walk, nor himself assent to 
receive some opinions, nor discard others as false. As, then, 
there are some dogmas to which a man can never be induced, 
although ten thousand times over he artfully arranges the proofs 
for this purpose and employs pursuasive language; so it is im- 
possible that any one should be brought so to think of human 
things as though nothing were left in our power. For, who set- 
tles down in the belief, that nothing is comprehensible ?— And 
who is there that does not blame the son that fails in filial duty f 
or blame and censure the adulteress as base? For the truth im- 

Eels apd necessitates one, in spite of a myriad of plausible things 
e may invent, to break forth in such cases, either in applauses 
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or censures, as though there were something still kept iu our 
power as the foundation of praise and blame. 9 

'But if freewill is preserved to us, with its ten thousand pro- 
pensities to virtue or to vice ; and again, with its propen- 
sities to what is fitting or to what is improper ; all this, togeth- 
er with other things, was necessarily known to God, before 
it took place, i. e. from the creation and foundation of the world 
just as it was to be. And in all things which God foreordains, 
accordingly as he foresaw respecting each act of our freewill, 
bis decree was according to what was requisite to each move- 
ment of our freewill, and what would be meet for himself; on 
the part of -providence, and to what was to occur according to 
the connexion of the things to take place ; yet, not that the fore- 
knowledge of God is the cause of all things that are to take place 
and that are to be produced from our freewill, according to our 
spontaneous action. For even on the supposition that God did 
not know future events, we could not, on that ground, boast that 
we should do these things and think these things. But this ad- 
vantage on the other hand accrues from foreknowledge, viz. that 
each thing in our power receives an assignation in the arrangement 
of the universe which is beneficial to the condition of the world.' 1 

It might be gratifying to go on with his argument, and see how 
he avails himself of these principles, in removing the objection to 
prayer, as above stated ; but it would be rather foreign to our 
present purpose. Enough is already involved in these statements 
to show that Origen believed in the perfect freedom of man, 
while, at the same time, he also believed in the perfect foreknow- 
ledge and foreordination of God. t m 

Origen, moreover, believed in our dependence on divine influ- 
ence, in some sense, to aid freewill in the performance of duty. 
According to the translation of Rufinus, "he pronounced man s 
purpose alone, and by itself, to be inadequate to the consumma- 
tion of good, for it is by divine aid that it is led to whatever is 
perfected." 2 But his sentiments on this point will more fully ap- 
pear from the following statement, which he thus begins, in the 
style of a truly biblical scholar. ' In one place the apostle does 
not ascribe it to God, that a vessel is formed to honour or to dis- 
honour, but refers the whole to us, saving, if any one shall puri- 
fy himself he shall be a vessel sanctified unto honour, and use- 

* Do Orat 6. p. 432 sq. 2 De Princip. IU. c. 2. 2. 
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ful to the matter* as prepared to every good work, 1st another 
place, he does not ascribe it tons, but seems to refer the wool* 
to God* saying, The potter hath power over the cloy to make of 
the seme lamp one vessel unto honour and another unto dishorn* 
our* Now the things spoken by him, are not contradictory ; 
and we must therefore reconcile both; 1 and derive from both one 
perfect seose. Neither is our liberty without the wise efficiency, 
emornfifj, of God ; nor does this efficiency of God necessitate 
us to proceed in our course unless we also conduce somewhat lo 
the good that is effected. Neither does freewill cause any one 
to be unto honour or to dishonour, without the efficiency of God, 
and the disposal, xaragpg**?, of what is according to the dig- 
nity of our freewill. Nor does the will of God alone Sana any 
one to honour or to dishonour* unless be have some matter of 
difference inclining the choice to the worse or the better. 91 

But while it is thus plain, that Origen held both to freewill 
and to our dependence on divine influeace, it is, at thje same time* 
Still more abundantly plain, that both be and Clement belonged 
to that class of divines who feel it incumbent on them to put forth 
all their strength in vindication of human freedom. Rarely does 
he mention dependence ; and then, almost always, with soma 
saving clause to guard against an encroachment on * the prime 
glory of man.' 

This extreme caution, all on one side, doubtless contributed 
to bring his orthodoxy into suspicion, and to curtail the influ- 
ence and the usefulness of his writings, in subsequent . ages* 
We may also well suppose, that, in its consequences it gave/ oc- 
casion, in a subsequent age, for the extreme leaning of An? 
gustioe in the opposite direction. The like extremes have been 
alternately producing each other, down to the present day : and 
especially since the time of Arminius. And this extreme pro- 
pensity, in these early christian philosophers, was doubtless oc- 
casioned by their abhorrence of the stoical doctrines of fate. 

Origen's opinions respecting the pre-existence of human souls, 
and the occasion of their being doomed to this earthly condition, 
have already been adduced, while considering the subject of 
creation. 

As to man's depravity, Origen taught, that although the aoni 
comes into the world, under the load, and for the punishment, 

1 th Princip. c. 1. 22. 
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of guflc contracted in a previous state, still it has the imageof God. 
He however makes a distinction between the image and the tm~, 
tiitnde of God ; and considers our image of God, us nothing but 
the image of the Word, who is the true image of God, SWH be 
did not uniformly adhere to this distinction. He thus expresses 
himself, as appears by the Latin of Rufinus : " But if any one dares 
to attribute substantial corruption to him who was made after the 
image and similitude of God, he extends the cause of impiety, 
as I think, even to the Son of God himself. For he is called, 
in Scripture, the image of God. Or be who thus decides will 
certainly impugn the authority of Scripture, which asserts that 
man was made after the image of God ; in whom the marks of 
the divine image are manifestly recognized, not in the form of 
the body, which form is marred, but by prudence of mind, by 
justice, by moderation, by fortitude, by wisdom, by skill, and 
finally, by the whole chorus of virtues, which, since they are in 
God by substance, may be in man by industry and by imitation 
of God ; as the Lord also points out in the gospel, saying, Be ye 
alio merciful, as your Father is merciful ; and Be ye perfect, as 
your Father is perfect. Hence it is evidently shown, that in 
God all these virtues always exist ; nor can they ever accede 
or depart ; bat to men, each one is acquired singly and by de- 
grees," etc. 1 

He elsewhere speaks of this image, as delineated in man 
at the beginning, and still preserved, although always polluted 
with sins. 9 

As to the hisotry of Adam, Origen thinks much of it to be an 
allegory, representing real facts in sensible images. " Who is 
such a fool," he exclaims, " as to think that God, in the manner 
Of a husbandman, planted a garden eastward in Eden, and made 
in it a visible and tangible tree of life, so that life might have 
been acquired by tasting its fruit with bodHy teeth?" etc. 3 

Again, he thus chastises Celsus for cavilling at the account of 
the creation of Eve from a rib taken from the side of Adam 
while asleep. " Nor does be produce tbe passage, which itself 
might make the hearer understand, that it was spoken figura- 
tively ; and he was not willing to appear to know, that such 
things are interpreted allegorically." 4 He then goes on to show 

1 De Princip. IV 37. p. 403. * See Guer. II. p. 234. 

9 Guer. 16. p. 354. « Con. Cels. IV. 38. p. 514. 
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that these things may as properly be interpreted allegorically, as 
what Hesiod has said about Pandora, etc. 

A few pages further on, he takes up the following invective of 
the same caviller. " The account given by Moses, says Celsus, 
most impiously introduces God as being feeble even from the 
beginning, and unable to persuade even a single man, whom he 
formed.* 9 To this saysOrigen, * we shall reply, that the assertion 
is of similar import as if one should inveigh on the introduction 
of evil, which God has not been able so to prevent that eveo any 
one man has been found, from the beginning, who has not tasted 
of evil. And now, in like manner as in this case where those 
who are careful to vindicate providence, vindicate it by no few 
nor contemptible arguments, so likewise in respect to Adam and 
his sin will they philosophize, who know that in Hebrew the 
word Mam signifies man ; and that in those things which seem 
to respect Adam, Moses gives a philosophical account of things 
belonging to the nature of man in general. For in Adam, as 
the Word says, all die, and are condemned in the similitude of 
Adam's transgression. Thus the divine Word speaks these 
things not so much concerning any one, in particular, as con- 
cerning the whole race. For in the course of the things spoken 
of as belonging to one, that which belonged to Adam is common 
to all men ; and those respecting the woman, are not spoken res- 
pecting her merely. And the man, expelled from Paradise with 
his wife, and clothed with coats of skin, (which God made for 
sinning men on account of their transgression,) contains some 
secret and mystic import, far superior to that of the soul, which, 
according to Plato, shed its wings and fell down hitherward till 
it could find something firm to stand on.' 1 

Origen, in his commentary on Romans and elsewhere, informs 
us of this lofty and mystic import of the coats of skin, etc. He 
supposes Paradise to be heaven, where souls were placed at their 
creation, and from which they were expelled by reason of their 
defection, and sent into this lower world. The skins, with 
which our first parents were clothed, were their earthly bodies. 
And he supposes each one to be sent into just such a situation 
as the degree of his previous guilt has merited. This theory of 
his, which has already been more fully detailed under the topic 
of Creation, taken in its connexion with his views of freewill, was 

1 Con. Ceb. IV. 4a p. 524. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834. J Anthropology.— Origen. 631 

his grand solvent for all the difficult questions that can be 
brought from those two prolific sources of trouble to the specu- 
lating world, the origin of evil and the diversities of human con* 
dition to which men are here born. He gloried greatly in this 
theory, as enabling him to meet such objections much better than 
those gnostics could, who had devised, for the same purpose, the 
figment of an original difference in the souls of men, as first cre- 
ated, which laid the foundation for their different allotments in 
this life. 1 

From the above, it would seem, that Origen's views of origi- 
nal sin, could not be the same as those afterwards inculcated by 
Augustine, especially as regards its connexion with Adam. Ac- 
cording to Origen, our souls all fell into different degrees of sin 
before Adam came into this life, and even before the creation of 
this world. But though man is thus a sinner before he is born, 
yet Origen supposes sin in him to be dead during infancy ) and 
then to revive again in mature years. He also supposes man to 
be naturally prone to sin ; and that all have in fact sinned, except 
the man Christ Jesus. He also speaks of a corporal necessity of 
sinning ; by which, however, he seems only to mean a powerful 
propensity or temptation, arising from the appetites and passions, 
and especially from the passion against which he was so prompt 
to place a thorough guard. In these cases be supposes we taay 
sin without any temptation from Satan. The style in which he 
philosophizes on this point, is much the same with what has since 
seen employed. The desire for natural good becomes toa 
strong for restraint by moral precepts, while reason and experi- 
ence are yet immature. Among other instances which he brings 
be thus speaks of temperance in eating, with regard both to the 
kind and quantity of food which may be innocently received. 
His ethics here, as elsewhere, are close and discriminating. 
" I do not indeed think," says he, " that this could have been 
so observed by men, although there had been no incitement of 
the devil, that no one would have exceeded the proper limits in 
food, before they bad learnt it by long use and experience." 
Just so of other human affections, as sorrow, anger, love of mo- 
ney, etc. 3 — Still he believed at least enough in satanic influence. 
As one illustration of his faith on this part of anthropology, I may 
here remark, that, in this same connexion, he speaks of the de- 

1 See Princip. II. c. 9. 6. sq. 
9 See Princip. III. c. 2. 2. 
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▼3 as taking possession of those passions and appetites, which 
men wiH not restrain, and driving the self-resigned victims to dis- 
traction, in the courses to which they give up themselves. 
Thus men become mad through love, grie/; anger, avarice, etc. 
He also speaks of other causes of sin, such as example. 

But notwithstanding bis prevailing delight in such views as 
these, on the subject of human sin in this world, there are still 
some passages in his works, in which he holds language of appa- 
rently a different strain. Thus he assigns the sinfulness of infants 
as the reason for their being baptized, under the new dispensa- 
tion, and of sacrifices being offered for them, under the old. 
The following is one instance. " But the prophets, designing to 
indicate something wise respecting matters of generation, say 
that sacrifice is offered for sin, even for those just born, as not 
being free from sin. They even say, / was conceived in sin, etc. 
and they also show, that sinners are alienated from their birth ; 
strangely affirming this, too, that they went astray from the womb, 
they spoke lies." 1 Were it not for the passages of Scripture here 
adduced, we might suppose Origen to have in his mind the sins 
committed in their former state. As it is, perhaps he would ex- 
plain himself as referring, in some measure, to the sinfulness of 
character they there contracted. But how he would show the 
consistency of what he here intimates, with his notion, * that in- 
nate sinfulness is dormant in infancy, 9 it is at least difficult, if 
not impossible, to imagine. 

Again, in commenting on Romans, he speaks of the ' double 
sense to be given to the phrase, body of sin. According to one 
of these senses, the body consists of our lusts, of which fornica- 
tion, avarice, etc, are members, and the devil is the head. The 
other sense is the literal one, in which the apostle may be under- 
stood to have pronounced our very body a body of sin, which b 
to be received according to the import in which David said of 
himself, I was conceived in sin, etc. The apostle, likewise, in 
other places says, Who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death ? And again, he calls our body a body of weakness. 
But concerning the Saviour, he says, in a certain place, that he 
came in the likeness of sinful fleshy that for sin he might condemn 
sin in the flesh. In this the apostle shows, that our flesh is, in- 
deed, the flesh of sin ; but the flesh of Christ is only like the 

1 Con. Cels. VII. 50. p. 362. 
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flesh of aio ; Sot it was not conceived from the seed of men, but 
the Holy Spirit came upon Mary, and the power of the High- 
Ut overshadowed her, etc. — The body of sin is, therefore, our 
body. Neither is Adam described as having known his wife 
Eve and begotten Cain, until after sin. And finally, in the law 
it is commanded, that a sacrifice be offered for an infant who 
should be born, a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons ; 
one of them as an offering for sin, and the other as a burnt of- 
fering. For what sin is this young bird offered ? Can the child 
just born, have sinned ? And yet it has sin, for which a sacri- 
fice is commanded to be offered, and by which it is denied that 
any one is clean, no not even if his life be that of but a single 
day. Concerning this, therefore, even David is believed to have 
said what we have above related, in sins did my mother conceive 
me. For, according to history, no sin of his mother is mentioned. 
On this account, too, the church has received a tradition, to give 
baptism even to little children, parvulis. For they, to whom the 
secrets of the divine mysteries were committed, knew that there 
is, in all, the natural filth of sin, which needs to be washed away 
by water and the Spirit ; on account of which filth, even the bo- 
dy itself is called a body of sin; not, as is supposed by some of 
those who introduce the transmigration of souls into various 
bodies, for the offences which the soul committed in some other 
body, but for the very thing that is effected in the body of sin and 
body of death and weakness.' 1 

As his commentary on Romans is extant only in the Latin 
translation by Rufinus, the above passage is doubtless more dif- 
fuse than the original ; yet we need not doubt its substantial au- 
thenticity, especially as the same sentiments are elsewhere found 
in the writings of Origen. 

In commenting on the phrase, let not sin therefore reign in 
your mortal bodies, he says that this passage teaches us that 
" sin has a kind of seat and kingdom in the body." And a lit- 
tle farther on, he says that " the apostle pronounces all sins to be 
works of the flesh. — But if you inquire how even heresies are 
numbered among the works of the flesh, you will find them to 
proceed from the sense of the flesh ; for thus the apostle speaks 
concerning a certain one, in vain puffed up by the sense of his 
flesh, and not holding the head. m 

1 Com. in Rom. L. V. 9. p. 263 sq. 
• Com. in Rom. L. VI. 1. p. 274. 
Vol. IV. No. 16. 81 
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From his last remark, it is obvious, that Origen, kind as be 
was to the heretics, had still the same view of the ' source of the 
disease,' as that already quoted from bis predecessor, i. e. the 
sinful propensities of men. 

It may now be well, again to turn the tablet, and read awhile 
on the other side, lest a false impression be left of the prevailing 
views of the great metaphysician, on the nature and origin of hu- 
man sin. And as the assertion has already been made, that be 
considered sin as dormant, during onr infancy, we will look at a 
passage which will authenticate this assertion, in connexion with 
other matters to our present purpose. 

Commenting on Romans, he comes to the following declara- 
tions of the apostle: " For without the law, $in is dead. Tea 
I was alive without the law once. But when the comtnandment 
earns, sin revived and I died, etc. Concerning most of these 
things," continues Origen, "I have distinctly treated above; 
therefore, that we may not too frequently revolve the same things 
we will briefly recall to memory what was said. Sin then with* 
out law, is dead in us, i. e. before the rational capacity through 
nge becomes vigorous within us, as I showed when I adduced 
the example of a boy striking or reproaching his father or moth- 
er. In this, according to the law which forbids one to strike his 
father or mother, sin appears to be committed. But this sing 
said to be dead, because the law is not yet present in the boy* 
to teach him, that what he does is not lawful. But now it is 
certain, that Paul, and that all men, were once alive without 
this law, i. e. in their puerile age ; because all, through this 
period, are alike incapable of this natural law. For how caa 
Paul be proved ever to have lived without the law of Mose^ 
since he confesses himself to have been a Hebrew of the He- 
brews, and circumcised the eighth day, according to the precepts 
of the law ? But, in the manner 1 have mentioned, even be 
lived once, viz. in childhood, without natural law. At which 
time he does not say, there is no sin in man ; but that sin is dead 
and afterwards revives, when natural law coming begins to pro- 
hibit concupiscence : which law revives sin, as though it were 
dead. For this is the nature of sin, viz. for that to take place, 
which law forbids to take place." 

"But sin reviving, I died, says the apostle. J, Who? 
Doubtless the soul, which had done what the law forbade. For 
the prophet says, the soul that sinneth it shall die. The com- 
mand, therefore, which had been given unto life, i. e. to the soul 
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to teach it the works of life, is found to yield death unto it, since 
the soui does not so much fly from the prohibited objects, as 
the more ardently seek them." 

" Here I am led to the question, How he should speak of sin 
as having been dead and reviving again. For it is plain, that a 
thing cannot be pronounced dead, unless it has once been alive 
and afterwards ceased to live. And likewise this very affirma- 
tion, it revived, indicates, not a life lately given, but fa ^former 
one restored ; for the word revived signifies td live again" 
Origen then refutes ' the notion of transmigration, from the con- 
sideration, that our souls could not have committed sin, while 
inhabiting the bodies of beasts, birds and fishes, where they 
coold have known no law, and could therefore have been guil- 
ty of no transgression.' And then he adds : " But we say, that 
this death of sin was given, by the favour of God, at the time 
when we were living without law ;" i. e. in infancy, when we 
were incapable of knowing law. — " That is called law, which 
teaches what ought to be done, and what to be avoided, 
and it is necessary that it teach what sort of a thing that te 
which is to be avoided, that it may thereby be more easily 
avoided. For no one can avoid that of which he is ignorant.' 9 
This principle, Origen seems to have introduced here for the 
purpose of substantiating the position just assumed, that there 
can be no sin where there is not a law actually understood ; and 
also for the further purpose of showing, that sin is not to be 
charged on the law, nor consequently on the Lawgiver. The 
first object is manifest from what he bad just said about the dor- 
mancy of sin in children ; and the last is equally manifest from 
the sentence with which he follows his remark, which is this. 
" If any one, therefore, when informed, by the law, of what he 
ought to avoid, instead of avoiding, does the thing, he will appear 
indeed to have received, by occasion of the law, the knowledge 
of not doing the thing : but the law had not therefore taught him 
yd order that he should do what he ought not, and die ; but that 
be should not do, and live. Thus, then, sin, taking occasion by 
the commandment, seduced me, and by it slew me." 1 And it may 
be remarked, that sin, here, occording to Origen, may mean 
the serpent ; or it may mean sin personified. 

Thus we see bow the great catechist of the third century, 
" reasoned high" on the mysteries of man. In many things, his 
positions and bis reasoning were just the same as have since been 

1 Com. in Rom. Lib. VI. 8. p. 301 sq. 



Digitized by 



Google 



636 Doctrines of the Attxandrian School. [Oct. 

employed by some men m every age down to the present, es- 
pecially in respect to human freedom, and the nature of sin. 
At tbe same time, we see in him what now appears the perfec- 
tion of extravagance in a man who not only bad the Bible, 
but who manifestly studied it with an intensity sad perseverance 
and acuteness, that have rarely been equalled. Honesty will 
also compel the acknowledgment, from the attentive reader of 
bislpages, that his reverence for inspiration, was as profound as 
his learning; hor can we suspect him of a wilful or a negligent 
perversion. And while he is full of philosophical theory, be 
seems always equally intent on proving the truth of his specula- 
tions by the Scripture, and of justifying, by these same theories, 
the ways of God to men. Yes ; and even in his wildest notices, 
the man who will patiently listen to his whole argument, wiH 
hardly know which most to wonder at, tbe strangeness of bis hy- 
pothesis, or the number of texts he wHl plausibly adduce in its 
proof, and which, in turn, he will as plausibly explain by it. — 
And, then, as to the perspicuity and reach of his intellect in the 
weaving of theories, perhaps the whole world may be safely 
challenged to produce, aside from revelation, an equally subHroe 
and consistent system on the origin and progress of sinful beings 
under a righteous and omniscient Providence. Give ham his 
supposed facts respecting the antemundane state of souls, and aU 
is much clearer, in the eye of such philosophy as will admit 
no mystery, than much of what is even now cherished, io di- 
vers christian systems respecting man. — A most prolific source 
of error, with this and others of the early fathers, was that of be* 
ing literal where they should be figurative, and figurative where 
they should be literal, in their interpretations of Scripture. And in 
many cases, we can now only conjecture whether their philoso- 
phy misguided their interpretation, or their interpretation* bewil* 
dered their philosophy. — Thanks to God for the rock of inspi- 
ration ! It still remains the same. And thanks to him for tbe 
more chastened circumspection, with which the tedious dtsou»» 
sions of centuries have compelled philosophy, in many respects, to 
decipher the deeper mysteries engraven upon this eternal rock; 
While simple faith has always read its chief import right, and 
always will, profounder investigation will find increasing occa- 
sion, as it reads and thinks, to rejoice that tbe Origens, are 
among the men that have been. His good thoughts, which 
were many, have done good ever since he wrote tbem, and will 
do good forever ; and his vain thoughts, however great the evil 
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they hare occasioned, are not in vain to the progress of the hu- 
man mind. They have filled, and, by filling, they now guard a 
large space in the field of possible conjecture, from the excur- 
sions of curious and aspiring minds. Actum est. The effect 
of reading bis works, is a more exalted and grateful estimate of 
the troths of revelation, leaving all mysteries, in the study of 
man, just where the Maker of man has thus seen fit to leave 
them. 

As to the charge of self-contradiction in the writings of Ori- 
gen, perhaps the shortest way for his admirers will be to admit 
it, on some points, particularly that of the moral state of infants ; 
and then to bring the like charge against every unflinching phi- 
losopher who has written even half as much, on themes so intri- 
cate. And if their defenders bring explanations, the friends of 
Origen may then urge, that his ' dead sin in the bodies of infants, 
though not a transgression of law, nor deserving of punishment,' 
is still such as to lay the foundation for baptism in their case. 
The explanations may chance to be equally plausible, — and 
equally beyond the boundaries of human reason. 

It would be interesting to trace the extent to which the more 
immediate successors of Origen, followed him in his peculiar 
speculations on anthropology ; but our means are scanty. Such 
as they are, however, we now proceed with them. 

Dionysius, A. D. 233 — 267. It is plain that this father held 
to man's freedom, while he also believed God to be the efficient 
cause of whatever is good in man. Thus he speaks, as quoted 
by Guerike : " For the one fountain of wisdom, is God — who 
is the one originating cause and giver of wisdom ; and if any 
one partakes of it, he has it as receiving it from him ; — and in 
his hand are we also, and our reason and intelligence and prac- 
tical skill ; for from no other source came there ever into us 
any thing good or admirable ; but if there is any thing good, it 
is of him ; and any thing beautiful, it is from him." 1 — He did 
Dot, like Origen, consider the history of Adam an allegory. 9 

Pterin*, A. D. 265—282. This teacher seems " faintly to 
have intimated the pre-existence of souls, according to the no- 
tions of Origen." 3 

1 E Niceta apud Routh. Reliqu. Sacr. II. 406 sq. Guar. II. 
309. 

* Routb. ib. p. 395. sq, 8 Gucr. II. p. 325. 
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Peter Mmrtyr, A. D. 295—312. His first discourse on the 
soul, is entitled, " On the soul as having not previously existed, 
nor being placed in the body in a sinning state." In this dis- 
course, be says : " It is not to be admitted, that souls sinned in 
heaven, before tbey bad bodies; nor that tbey existed at all be- 
fore their bodies ; for this doctrine belongs to Grecian philoso- 
phy, and is foreign and adverse to those wno^wookl live godly 
in Christ." 1 

Didymus, A. D. 340 — 395. From this distinguished fol- 
lower of Origen, we may well expect something more oo this 
subject than we have found from the intermediate teachers. 

Didymus treats largely of the three-fold nature of man, as 
consisting of spirit, soul, and body, like his distinguished prede- 
cessors of early date. It will be needless to cite passages, as the 
general view of this theory has already been given. 

In respect to the body, it may be briefly remarked, that be 
did not regard it as evil by nature. His argument is this : " If 
God is glorified in the body of man, as set forth in 1 Cor. 6 :20, 
and God is not glorified in evil, then the body is not by nature evil." 
And further : " If it is by nature evil, it cannot receive sanctifica- 
tbn. If, then, it receives sanctification, it manifestly cannot be evil 
by nature. For whatever is by nature evil, cannot receive good ; 
as on the other hand, what is by nature good, cannot receive evil. wi 

Guerike remarks, that a few vestiges of the doctrine of tbe 
pre-existence of souls are to be found in this author. He consid- 
ered the souls of die elect to be spoken of by Peter, in the com- 
mencement of his first epistle, as sojourning here below, in the 
character of strangers upon earth, and who had come from an- 
other world. 3 

On freewill, he speaks in decisive tones, and wholly in its fa- 
vour. Still he regards man, in bis present condition, as in a dis- 
eased state. " The soul suffers in consequence of its connex- 
ion with the body and its own proper will aod choice and appe- 
tite for knowledge. For since the body holds it shut up within 
itself in blind custody, by material passions it draws away tbe 
soul from consort with God, and inclines it, as I believe, down- 



1 Routh. p. 346, sq. Guer. II. p. 327. 

* Contr. Manicb. p. 207. sql Guer. II. p. 960. 

3 Guer. II. p. 361. 
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ward to earth and earthly solicitudes ; and thus it strifes to rule 
the soul, which, by nature, is more noble, and as much more 
noble, as that which is immortal is more excellent than that which 
is mortal. Moreover, the desire of gratifying its own will, and 
of acquiring knowledge, draws it thither, and to that it tends, as 
it wishes to know certain things ; and since it has not a correct 
and safe guide for the way, or uses the custom of depraved men, 
the soul loses its way and hesitates in doubt, and at length in- 
considerately embraces some opinion to which it may chance to 
be borne, and thus it is most miserable, because while seekiog 
for good knowledge, and thinking itself to have found it, the 
soul falls into base opinions and is depraved." 1 "Hence," he re- 
marks in another place, " it is not wonderful, if men do other- 
wise than he wishes from whom they have received their 
power." 9 

It was also his view, that a creature cannot either be impecca- 
ble, or of himself put away his sins. " Original sin is inherent 
in us ; that sin in which all are by succession from Adam." 
" We are all born in sin." He held to the fall from a state of 
pristine holiness ; and understood the history of Adam literally. 
u The first image was lost," and that which we now bear, is far 
different from that of primitive beauty. Through Christ " we re- 
cover the delineated image and likeness of God, which we re* 
ceived by the divine inflation, and lost by sin ; and we are again 
found such as we were made at the first formation, without sin, 
and possessing freedom of will." Nor did he suppose little chil- 
dren to sin ; " but they are prevented by their age, not by virtue," 
He did not suppose sin to be natural, nor did he understand 
Paul so to teach, in Eph. 2 : 3, where be supposes the apostle 
to mean by yvou, trvly. Nor did he regard our wills as evil 
substances ; nor Judas to be, in this sense, evil. Didyraus* 
therefore, thought that there was a continued series of sioful 
acts, proceeding from the fall of Adam onward, but denied the 
wickedness of man to be natural, or rather physical. 

Such is the sketch which Guerike presents, and for which he 
cites authorities. 9 It should be borne in mind, that much of what 
Didymus says against the doctrine that sin is by nature, appears 

1 De Trim III. 1. * Enarr. in I Pet. 2: 12. 

3 Guer. II. p. 963 sq. 
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to be said against the Manichaeans, who doubtless heldio jAytt- 
cal depravity, if any beings ever held to it. 

This closes our summary view of these ancient doctors, on 
the nature of man. It is needless to add, that the same discussion? 
which are still so rife on this prolific subject, resounded in the 
balls of that primitive seat of clerical science, for more than two 
centuries ;— and nearly in the same style, at least on ope side of 
the great subject. The inference to be drawn from this histori- 
cal fact, if inference there be in favour of either side of the main 
question, belongs rather to the province of the reader, than to 
the scope of my present design. 

There are, however, two queries, which, it may be hoped, 
will not be thought out of place, if here proposed for the consid- 
eration of those more particularly interested in the past bistoiy 
and present state of dogmatic discussion. The first question 
respects the progress that has actually been made in tips iotpot- 
tant but most belligerous department. How far has the era* 
been narrowed ? and what are the points that have |>eeo actual- 
ly settled ? Doubtless there are some : The vagaries of Origeo 
respecting the pre-existence of souls and some connected topics, 
though tbey found advocates in this same school till its clo$e, a 
period of nearly two hundred years, have long ago been »ba»- 
doned. An immense number of texts in the Bible, which were 
once of contested interpretation, have also been settled, in the view 
of disputants, at least so far as anthropology is concerned. We 
are, therefore, with gratitude, to acknowledge a real advance. 
But how great is this advance, and bow " much land yet re- 
mains to be possessed" in peace? and what proportion of the 
boundaries ot truth on this subject, have yet been agreed upon? 
Is it one half? or only the one thousandth part of what have 
generally constituted the chief matters of contest ? And, further- 
more, (a very important part of the inquiry surely,) what ad- 
vance has been made in settling the preliminaries that ere re- 
quisite to a final and complete adjustment of what remains in eoqr 
troversy? — such preliminaries, for example, as the canons of 
sacred interpretation, — the legitimate style of philosophizing oe 
moral subjects, 1 — the relative weight to be given to Scripture 
and to mere philosophy, — and the order of precedence in which 
these shall be studied by the men who are to be guides to this 
adjustment. 

1 Is the truly inductive method yet fully agreed upon bare ? 
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When the above question is well pondered, there remains yet 
a second, viz. When may this desired adjustment be rationally 
expected to take place ? Considering what has already been 
done, and at what expense of time and labour, and in how long a 
course of years, how much longer will it take ? and when may 
the loftiest minds in the church be all free for other work ? Let 
this be deemed nekher an idle nor a carping question. Unless 
I greatly mistake, it is one of the most important and most practi- 
cal that the page of history has to suggest, in respect to the future. 
Let it be thoroughly considered and soundly answered, and how 
can it then fail greatly to modify the style of discussion, and the 
style of feeling, on this whole subject ? And if rational prospect 
be better than blind presumption, how can this modification fail 
of being beneficial ? While rational expectations will not paralyse 
the muscle of proper effort, who can tell the amount of self-con- 
fdence, and contempt, and reviling, and denunciation, and vi- 
olence, and final disappointment, that such chastened expecta- 
tions would prevent, on both sides ? And who can tell how 
much they would conspire to hasten, instead of retarding, the 
consummation so devoutly to be wished ? 

But in order to answer the question, something more will be 
needed than the survey of that little though important nook in 
this part of dogmatic history which we have just inspected. 
-Not only are the lone and laborious lives of such men as Clem- 
ent, andOrigen, and Didymus, to be considered ; but the whole 
tide of life, down to the present day, which has flowed in the 
same agitating channel, is to be explored. There are the volu- 
minous toils of Augustine and his immediate followers and op- 
ponents, to be inspected. There are the endless and ineffable 
subtleties of the acute schoolmen, who confidently assayed to set- 
tle forever the points that are still up. Then come the great 
Reformers, for naif a century ; then the popes, with their Con- 
gregation of aids ; then Armenius with bis friends and his foes; 
anafinally our own Edwards, "that king of the Calvinists," with 
all who have followed and all who have opposed him. To all 
these, should be added all the unconsecrated hands that have 
been put to the work, both heathen and christian, from Plato and 
Aristotle to Locke, and from Locke to Brown.— When, then, 
the whole mighty host, with all their achievements, are surveyed, 
shall we say, or can we even hope, that all which remains unset- 
tled in the views of men, on this subject, is to be adjusted by a 
single writer, or in a single age? Or shall we on die contrary 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 82 
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expect that the discussion will go on, somewhat as it has doee for 
two thousand years, with some improvement in matter, and more 
in manner, till the dispute shall imperceptibly subside ; or fctU 
God may see fit to raise up a mighty genius for the work, who 
shall not aim at present effect, or personal or party triumph, but 
like a first-rate poet who scorns all contests with the men that 
be, shall devote his life to the high purpose of illuminating and 
swaying the world in a coming age ?— But I am well aware, that 
H may be found much easier to tell what will 'not be, for the pres- 
ent, than to conjecture what will be at some future day ; and 
this too, is probably much more beneficial, for all concerned, in 
the present case. 

VII. The future state or man. 

We turn, now, to a connected subject, and inquire for the 
views of these same fathers respecting the allotments of Provi- 
dence concerning man in the eternal world. 

Jlthenagoras, A. D. 160 — 181. The following, according 
to Guerike, 1 is the substance of what Athenagoras maintained, 
solely from human reason, in his book on the Resurrection. 
In the future resurrection, the elements of the first body will 
receive again the same soul ; a body indeed, not liable to pain 
nor corruption. To prove this he most sagaciously shows, m 
the first place, that God is destitute of neither the efficiency nor 
the will to resuscitate the body. The efficiency, including both 
the requisite power and the knowledge, he proves from the 
work of creation ; and defends his position against objections 
brought by gentile philosophers, from the fact, that some human 
bodies have been devoured by beasts or by men, etc. The taH 
he proves from this consideration, that it will neither be unjust, 
to recall the dead to life, either to those who rise, in respect 
to body or soul, or to other creatures besides them ; nor will it 
be unworthy of God : which last point, he proves from creation, 
as it will be worthy of him who made us at first, to resuscitate 
us again. He then gives the grounds of his position. First ; it 
is the end of man ; which is seen in this, that he is the perpetual 
spectator of the divine wisdom. Secondly ; the common nature 
and condition of men, to which a perpetual life is needful in 



1 Guer. II. p. 104. 
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order to tbe attainment of the object of rational life. Thirdly ; 
the judgment of the Creator concerning men, is necessary both 
on account of the providence and the justice of God ; and as it 
is the whole man that acts, both soul and body, so the whole 
man should be subjected to the judgment. And finally ; the 
supreme good of man, or his final end, which is not found in 
this life. 

From such positions as these, we are left to infer his views 
concerning man's future state, in a variety of respects, which it 
is needless to detail. 

Clement, A. D. 190—213. In a fragment from tbe lost 
book of Clement on the soul, be says : " The souls of all, as 
they are breathed forth, have the faculty of life ; and, though 
separated from the body, they are found to possess a love for it. 
The immortal are wafted to tbe bosom of God ; as the vapours 
of the earth, exhaled by the rays of tbe sun in winter, are borne 
10 him." 1 

From this, it appears, that he believed in the separate exist- 
ence of souls after death. And from what is to follow, it will 
but too plainly appear, that in this separate state, he supposed 
them to pass through a kind of purgatory. His doctrine was 
doubdess derived from heathen philosophy ; but his argument 
is, that the philosophers derived this, like many other doc- 
trines, from the Jews, and so from revelation itself. Thus he 
speaks concerning "the Epbesian," (doubtless Heraclitus,) 
from whom he had just quoted a passage; "for he him* 
self knew (having learnt it from the barbarous philosophy) tbe 
purification, by fire, of those who had lived wickedly, which the 
Stoics afterwards called a burning otit 9 ixnuQ<no$G"* And fur- 
ther on, he says : " Now the punishments and vengeance by fire 
after death, both all the poets and all the Grecian philosophers 
stole from the barbarous philosophy," 3 i. e. from the Jewish, 

1 Potter, p. 1090. Guer. II. p. 161. 
» Strom. V. 1. p. 16. 

3 Strom. 14. p. 116. In fact, the latter part of this fifth book, is 
almost wholly occupied with quotations from heathen poets and a few 
other heathen writers, for the purpose of showing what they had de- 
rived from the Old Testament and had adopted, with greater or lew 
alterations. In this exhibition of his great acquaintance with hea- 
then literature he also shows his fanciful interpretation of many pas- 
sages of Scripture, and his credulity in trusting to very slight analo- 
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which the Greeks scornfully denominated barktrrout, a* rodeed 
they did all that was not Grecian. 

These fathers, holding as they did, that heathen philosophy 
derived its doctrines of the future state from the Jews, were, of 
course, much more willing to adopt them nearly as a whole, 
than they would otherwise have been. Hence the readiness to 
retain the heathen purgatory. 

But to proceed with our author. After saying that it is not 
simply faith, however great, that w'ril save us, but that it must 
be accompanied by works ; and that it is needful for one to ptft 
off his vices, if he would attain his appropriate abode ; Clement 
says : " But it is greater to know than to Mien* ; just as it is 
something greater than salvation, for one, after he is saved, to be 
counted worthy of the highest faenour. When, therefore, our be- 
Mever through much discipline has put off his passions, he takes 
bis exit to the greatest chastisement* which is superior to Ms 
former abode, to bear what is peculiar to penitence, to JiUopkctfit- 
tuvoiag, for sins committed after baptism. He, therefore, still •sof^ 
fers more, while be has nbt yet attained, or may nevfer attain* 
what he sees others enjoying. Moreover, he is afflicted with 
shame for his faults ; which indeed are the greatest ptmishfadate 
to the believer. For (Sod's justice is good, and his goodness is 
just And if the punishments should at any time cesser krttkl 
complete satisfaction for offences, and the puri6catiori of eaefc 
individual, they still have the greatest griefremaining, beeatfctf 
they are found worthy of a different mansion, and cannot etitef 
that of those who are gloriBed by righteousness/' 1 

This passage might suffice to give us some general outline of 
the views of Clement respecting a future purgatory for the pun- 
ishment and puriBcation of sins committed after btptismi 

gies. It, however, abundantly shows his strong faith in the general 
position he supports, and forbids us to wonder how he came so read- 
ily to place confidence in the speculations of heathenism. In con- 
clusion, he says : u Since it is now clearly shown, as I think, bow it 
is to be understood that the Geeeks were called thieves, by the Lord* 
I willingly pass by the dogmas of the philosophers ; for were we to 
enter upon their sayings, we should soon collect a sufficient multitude 
of their commentaries to show, that all the wisdom among tbe Greeks 
was derived from the barbarous philosophy." — Strom, near the end, 
p. 172. 

1 Strom. VI. 14. p. 302 aq. 
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Those committed before, be supposed to be freely pardoned. 
But if we would gain any thing like adequate view* of thel spec- 
ulations of this philosopher, respecting the future state, we rrtust 
listen to further and more extended extracts. 

In another plaoe he thus begins a further development of tm 
system. " But we sty, that knowledge differs from wisdom, 
which comes by teaching ; for though whatever is knowledge, 
Y*Q)Oi$ f is at the same time, in all respects, wisdom, avylct; yet 
whatever is wisdom, is not, in all respects, knowledge. For 
tbe term wisdom is understood only of such knowledge as is 
communicated by language ; while not to doubt concerning 
God, but to believe, is the foundation of knowledge. Now 
Christ is both the foundation and the superstructure ; by whom 
are also the beginning and the end. « And the extremes, both 
the beginning and the end, are not taught ; I mean faith and 
love. Bet knowledge which ir given m direct communication 
by .the grace of (Sod, ix nagadoatmg dwtdidofurn **r<* %*Q4>v 
&4QV, is committed ad a deposke to those who show themselves 
worthy of instruction, from which the worthiness, a$/o>/«x, of 
k»ve, shines forth, from light to light. For H is said, To him 
that hath shall be given. And to faith, knowledge ; and to 
knowledge, love ; and to love, the inheritance* And this takes 
place, when tbe individual adhesively depends on the Lord 
through faith, and through knowledge, and through love, and 
ascends with him up where dwells the God and guardian of out 4 
faith and love. Hence to this end, knowledge is communicated 
to those who are fitted for it and approved, on account of the 
Heed of more preparation and previous practice, and for hearing 
tbe things which are spoken, and to the moderation of life, ana 
for attaining, by close observation, to something superior to 
righteousness by law. This knowledge leads us to an eternal 
and perfect object, teaching us, beforehand, what will be our 
way of living among gods and near God, when freed from all 
chastisement and punishment which we endure from our sins 
for salutary discipline. After which redemption, the reward 
aod honours, are conferred on the perfected, who have now 
rested from their purification and from all other service, although 
it be holy aod among the holy. After that, there awaits those 
who have become pure in heart, by their nearness to the Lord* 
a restoration to tbe eternal vision ; and [they are called by tbe 
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appellation of gods, and are to be enthroned together with those 
gods who before received their assignments from the Saviour.** 1 

In another place, he speaks of bis Gnostic, (who is a very 
different sort of a personage from an heretical Gnostic,) as, in the 
exuberance of his disinterested affection, " pitying those who are 
chastised after death, and who are Hid need, by punishment, re- 
luctantly to yield assent." 8 

The following extract will further develope the views he bad 
formed of the modified heathenism, with which he and others were 
instrumental in corrupting the church. To understand it more 
fully, it should be remembered, that he supposed Christ and the 
apostles to have descended to this purgatory to preach to the 
spirits in prison there, and to baptize them. He also supposed 
that something more was requisite for Jews, than obedience to 
the law ; and something more for Gentiles than obedience to 
the dictates of philosophy. " For, to those who were just ac- 
cording to the law, faith was wanting ; therefore, when healing 
such, the Lord said, thy faith hath saved thee. But to those 
who were just according to philosophy, not only was faith in 
Christ needed, but also an abandonment of idolatry. But im* 
mediately, when the truth is revealed to them, they also are filled 
with regret for what they have done. On this account the Lord 
preached the gospel also to those in hades; for the scripture 
declares, Hades saith to destruction. We have not indeed seen 
his form, but we have heard his voice. Certainly it was not the 
vlace that heard the voice and uttered the words just mentioned, 
but they who are placed in hades and who consigned themselves 
to destruction, like such as voluntarily plunge into the sea from 
a vessel. They are therefore the persons who listen to the di- 
vine power and voice. For who of sound mind, can suppose the 
souls both of the just and of sinners to be under one condem- 
nation, and thus overwhelm providence with injustice ? What ! 
is it not clear, that Christ preached the gospel to those who ware 
destroyed by the flood ; or rather, that were bound and held in 
prison and custody ? I have also already shown, in the second 
Stroma, that the apostles in conformity to the Lord, preached 
the gospel to those in hades. For it was fit, as I think, there 
as well as here, that the best of the disciples should be imitators 
of their master, that while the one led some of the Jews, the 
others should lead some of the Gentiles to repentance, L e. 

1 Strom. VIL 10. p. 458 aq. » ib. 12. p. 492. 
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those who bad indeed lived in righteousness according to die 
law and according to philosophy ; yet who had passed life, not 
perfectly but erringly. For it became the divine economy, 
that those who had rather possessed merit in justice, and those 
whose lives bad been signally commendable, and who repented 
of their errors, although in another place, being confessedly 
among those who belong to God the Omnipotent, should be 
saved according to each one's own knowledge. And the Sa- 
viour works, also, as I think, since his work is to save ; which 
he therefore does by drawing to salvation those who are willing 
to believe on him, through preaching, wherever they may be. 
If, then, the Lord descended to hades for no other cause but to 
preach the gospel, since he descended, he either preached to 
all, or to the Hebrews only. And if to all, then all will be saved 
who, believed, although they may belong to the Gentiles, having 
there confessed him. For the chastisements of God are salu- 
tary and instructive, leading to conversion, and having for their 
object, rather the repentance than the death of the sinner ; and 
this especially, since souls disencumbered of the body, can see 
the more clearly, by no longer having their vision obscured by con- 
temptible flesh, though still darkened by passions. But if he 
preaf hed the gospel to Jews only, to whom were wanting the 
acknowledgement and faith through the Saviour, there being 
now clearly no respect of persons with God, the apostles also, 
there as here, preached the gospel to such of the Gentiles as 
were predisposed, imtqiHoi, to conversion. And it is well 
said by the Shepherd [of Hermas] : There descended of them 
therefore into the water ; but these descended alive, and arose 
alive ; but those who had before slept, descended dead, but arose 
alive. Nay, indeeed, the gospel also says, that many of the 
bodies of those who slept, arose ; plainly, in order that they 
might be translated to a better place. There was, therefore, a 
kind of general movement and transposition, by the economy of 
the Saviour." 1 The meaning of Clement here, doubtless is, 
that those who arose at this time, were such as repented at the 
preaching of Christ, and consequently obtained an immediate 
release ; and this event of the resurrection of some, he regards 
as a proof of bis purgatory. This, it may be remarked, is a 
litde different sort of dream from that of Bishop Horsley, who 
supposes Christ went to hades to reanimate the desponding 

1 Strom. VI. 6. p. 226 aq. 
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hopes or the ancient saints there, by showing them that he had 
at length come in the flesh, and that they need not despair of a 
final deliverance. 1 

Clement goes on to argue further, from the justice of God, 
that as the apostles were commanded to preach the gospel to 
every creature on earth, in order that those may be without ex- 
cuse who will not believe, so the gospel must also be preached 
to those who have died without hearing it, that they likewise 
may be without excuse, if they will not obey. And this is the 
way, as he thinks, in which God is to be shown to be good. 

The following will cast light on his views of the termination of 
this state of things ; while we shall also incidentally see from 
them, the mistake of those who assert, that all the election to 
which the fathers held, before the time of Augustine, was only 
an " election into the visible church." 9 Speaking of the impor- 
tance of being beneficent to the pious, in order to enjoy their 
prayers, (in his treatise on the question, What rich man con be 
eaved,) Clement says : " Now they are faithful, virtuous, de- 
vout, and worthy of the appellation which they wear as a dia- 
dem. Not only so, but tbey are the certain elect in the higher 
sense, raj* ikkexxmv inXixioztpot, [an election from those elected 
to external privileges,] and so much the more, as tbey are the 
less conspicuous, just bringing themselves into port from the bil- 
lows of the world, and getting into safety ; who do not wish to 
appear as saints ; and if any one call them such, they are cov- 
ered with shame ; in the depth of knowledge hiding the inefia- 
ble mysteries, and disdaining that their high birth should be seen 
by the world ; whom the Word calls, the light of the world and 
the ealt of the earth. This is the seed, the image and likeness 
of God, his genuine son and heir, sent here, as into a strange 
land,. by the great economy and fit allotment of the Father, by 
whom both the visible and the invisible things of the world were 
made. Some of these things were made for their service ; and 
some for their discipline ; and some for their instruction : and 
all are held together while the seed shall remain here ; bat 
when that is gathered, they shall be immediately dissolved,"' 

1 "See his sermon on Christ's descent into hell, where he attempts 
to explain and defend the article of " the Church" on the subject. 
8 See Faber, Vol. I. p. 15, of his dedication. 
* Quia Dives Salv. 36. p. 656 aq. 
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That «ri,Ahe world <wfll be hurolup as soon as k bed answeiwl 
the divine purposes respecting the elect, aed they ere gather* 
ed in. 

: Again, in another work, he says : " It is necessary that births 
aod deaths should lake place, in creation, until the perfect sepa^ 
ration and restoration of the elect ; by wbiob the beings contus* 
edly mingled in this world, shall be assigned to their approprn 
ate stations.' 31 

When the world shall be thus dissolved, it would seem thai 
his purgatory must eod y and all receive their final allotments for 
eternity; for be doubtless, is did Bishop Horsley after him, 
considered this purgatory to-be down in the earth. 
• ' Clement held to a resurrection- of the body, and wrote a book 
en the subject, which is now lostw The body, however, to which the 
soot is to be united after its resurrection, is to be a spiritual body, 
purified, by the last conflagration, from all the grosser attributes 
know possesses, and prepared for m heaven where there is neither 
GBile nor female, and they neither marry nor are given in mar* 

Age* 

^ One or two passages more will show the views of Clement in 
sespett to the exaltation and endless progress that await the 
elect in heaven. 

After affirming, that ' the system of salvation has always been 
the same by one God through the Lord, from the foundation of 
the world, though under different modes;' he thus proceeds t 
"Therefore the middle wall of partition, that divided tbe Greek 
firoan the Jew, is taken away for the peculiar people ; and thus 
both come to the unity of faith ; and from both, there is the one 
election, as be saith, there are those more elect than the elect, 
[elect m the higher sense,] who, according to perfect knowledge, 
have been selected from the church itself, ttjg ixnXrjalag mu- 
t^ mnprttoptpo*, and honoured with the most magnificent glo* 
17, both as judges and administrators, the four and twenty, [re- 
ferring to the passage in Revelation, of which he had just before 
spoken,] equally from Jews and Greeks, the grace being doubled* 
For in tbe church here, the gradations of bishops, presbyters, 
and deacons, are imitations, as I think, of angelic glory, and of 
that economy which tbe Scriptures declare to await those who, 

1 Strom. VI. 9. p. 448. 

» See Strom. VII. 12. II. 19. Paed. I. 4, 6. 1. 10. ID. 1. 
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in the track of the apostles, have lived in perfection according 
to the gospel. These, exalted to the clouds, writes the apostle, 
are first to serve as deacons ; then, to be ranked among the el- 
ders, according to the gradation of glory, (for glory differs from 
glory,) until they increase to the perfect man. Those who are 
such, according to David, shall rest in the holy mount of God, 
the supreme church, in which are gathered the philosophers of 
God, who are Israelites indeed, pure in heart, in whom i* no 
guile." 1 

Our author affords us some further information on this high 
subject in another work. "They who pass from the state of 
men to thai of angels, are instructed under the tuition of angels, 
a thousand years, having returned finally back to perfection. 
Then, those who have taken upon themselves the office of teach- 
ing, pass into the arch-angelic power. They who have per- 
formed the part of learners, receive, in turn, such as are passing 
from men to angels. Thus, after certain periods already men- 
tioned, they are assigned to the proper and angelic state of 
body." 9 

Before dismissing this particular topic, it may be of use to 
dwell a moment longer on one point which has been inci- 
dentally noticed in the course of the above extracts. I refer to 
the question of particular election. Faber, whose assertion has 
already been mentioned, is not the only man who has under- 
taken to deny the existence of such a doctrine among the chris- 
tian fathers before the time of Augustine. On the contrary, the 
rash assertion having once been made, it is now reiterated 
loudly from mouth to mouth by such as wish to disprove the 
doctrine. They would have the world believe that Augustine 
was the first to teach the doctrine of personal and eternal elec- 
tion by God, of those whom he savingly calls into his kingdom. 
I feel warranted in calling the assertion rash, for two reasons. 
In the first place, it can be but little short of rashness to assert 
positively concerning any religious doctrine, that it is nowhere 
to be found among the ponderous mass of truth and error con- 
tained in the tomes of the fathers of the first four centuries. 
But, secondly, unless I greatly mistake, this doctrine of the 
election of individuals is distinctly recognized in several of the 

1 Strom. VI. 13, 14 p. 300. 

3 Proph. Eclog. 57. as given by Guer. II. p. 164 sq. 
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passages above quoted. If so, we have then the positive author- 
ity of one of the earliest and greatest of the fathers, in support of 
its primitive reception in the church. When pressed by his 
adversaries for human authority in support of his doctrine, Au- 
gustine, according to Faber, 1 did not plead that much of it was 
to be found in the preceding fathers ; but he urged as a reason 
of this, that the doctrine, instead of having never been held, had 
never been disputed. In exact accordance with this position of 
Augustine, are the above notices from the pen of Clement. In 
none of them does bespeak of the doctrine as though it were a 
matter of dispute, but just as he would speak of a tenet of gen- 
eral belief. 

It would be too much aside from my present business to con- 
sider whether other ancient fathers beld to the same doctrine. 
Augustine refers to one or two, though of later date than Clem- 
ent. Nor can I stay minutely to examine these passages above 
quoted, as the object of this essay is not controversial. -But 
what construction can be put upon them that does not imply 'an 
election of individuals to salvation according to the foreknowl- 
edge of God,' I am unable to percieve. Clement very clearly 
held to a general election to the privileges of the gospel ; and 
he seems, at the same time, just as plainly to have held to a more 
restricted and personal election to eternal life — an election with- 
in an election ; the spiritual, in distinction from the visible and 
nominal Israel. — If, then, such be admitted as the fact, it will re- 
main for the opponents of Augustine no longer to claim the un- 
broken authority of the early fathers, (whatever it may be worth,) 
but to produce, if possible, a single passage in which they deny 
the doctrine. I will not say that this cannot be done; but I 
have seen no such passage. It would, indeed, be easy to refer to 
many passages even in these Alexandrian writers, in which they 
totally discard the doctrine of such a fatal necessity as some 
think to be implied in persona) election. But a discarding of the 
doctrine of fate, no more 4 implies a rejection of the doctrine of 
predestination by the ancients, than by moderns. 

One further question needs a more decisive answer than has 
yet been given. Did Clement believe in the eternal punish- 
ment of any of our race? From the general strain of bis writ- 
ings on the subject of purgatory, and on the justice of that con- 
demnation which awaits all who reject the offer of salvation* 

1 Fab. Apost. Triii. Dedication, p. 9 tq. 
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whether in this world or the next, we should readily infer auch 
t belief. He very frequently implies, that some will thus reject 
it, both here and there. 

Let us now see if there is any thing which implies that they 
will not continue forever to reject, and forever to suffer. The 
following passages are perhaps the strongest that can be adduced 
from his writings, in support of such a position. " But he [God] 
is by no means the cause of evil, for all things are arranged by 
the Lord of all, for the salvation of the whole, both in general 
and in particular. The office, therefore, of salutary justice, is 
to lead each one continually to the better, so far as it is practica- 
ble; for all smaller things, according to their habits, are ar- 
ranged for the preservation and continuance of what is best. 
Thus what is virtuous changes for the better, possessing the 
cause of change, the choice of knowledge, which sovereign 
quality the soul possesses. But necessary chastisements, in the 
goodness of the great, all-inspecting Judge, and by attendant 
angels, and by diverse previous judgments, and by the final 
judgment, compel those having patiently suffered the longer, to 
repent, tovg inl nktov antjXfijxiHaf ixfiuiCovtat nerctpoitp* But 
as to the remainder, I am silent, glorifying God.' 1 1 

It is not very easy to decide on the import of this singular 
passage, as it respects the question of universal salvation. And 
indeed, by the last sentence, it is manifest that the writer did 
not consider himself as having spoken out fully ; nor was he 
then prepared to ; but why be was not prepared, we do not 
learn. The following is more explicit, but perhaps less authen- 
tic. I give it as quoted by Guerike, not being able to find it in 
the edition of Clement's works now before me. " The Lord 
indeed saves all [angels and men], converting some by punish- 
ments, but others while following by their own free will, and with 
the dignity of honour." a 

On the other hand, in a fragment of a work on the soul, qeofr» 
ed by Potter, Clement says, that "all souls are immortal, even 
those of the ungodly, for whom it were better if they were not 
indestructible, as they are punished by the eternal vengeance of 
unquenchable fire, and die not, and have no end of their tor- 
ments.' 9 The authority, however, of such a fragment) may not 
be equal to that of passages found in his entire ^impositions. 

1 Strom. VII. 2. p. 394. 

• Adumbrr. in 1 Job. II. 2. Ctaer. II. p. 165. 
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Oo the whole, we are left to say, that he has not been very 
explicit in the works that have come down to us, as to bis belief ia 
the eternity of future suffering. The general bearing of his lan- 
guage respecting the future state, is in favour of such a doctrine. 
Why he was not more explicit, we cannot certainly decide* 
Possibly he had doubts in his own mind ; — or perhaps be 
deemed the doctrine too harsh for those whom he would allure 
to his instruction, and therefore he chose to be silent on the 
final condition of such as would never be reformed. 

Origeu. As to the future and eternal existence of the soul| 
Qrigen was sufficiently decided. He also held to the resurrec- 
tion of the body ; and to an intermediate state between death 
and the resurrection. Upon this intermediate state* his specu- 
lations! as we might well suppose from the cast of his mind, are 
numerous, and some of them sufficiently fanciful. The eleventh 
chapter of his second book on Principles, is devoted to this sub- 
ject. From this and other portions of bis works, I will endeav- 
our to give an outline of his views. But before proceeding to 
them, I would just observe, that we must give him the credit of 
rejecting the still wilder speculations of Pythagoras and others 
who held to the doctrine of the transmigration of souls. This 
doctrine, he held in great abhorrence, and took frequent occa- 
sions to refute it, as appears from his most accredited works. 

Immediately on leaving the body, Origen supposes the soul to 
assume a figure in a measure similar to that of the gross and 
earthly body ; and to enter forthwith on a state of partial retri- 
bution. The saints, especially, he thinks do not at once re- 
ceive their full reward, which he argues from Heb. xi. 39. 
The prophets and patriarchs, who lived before the time of Christ, 
went to the infernal regions at death, there to await the advent 
of the Redeemer, as their conductor to paradise ; but to the 
truly pious since that period, is granted the privilege of an im- 
mediate admission to that place of blessedness. 

But where and what is this paradise ? It is a place, as Ori- 
gen would have us believe, somewhere in the earth, in which 
the saints are gathered as in a " school of souls," and where they 
are taught respecting the rationale of all things they had before 
seen on earth ; and where they also receive some obscure views 
of a still further state, to which they are to be advanced, just as 
in this life, they bad seen, as through a glass darkly, the objects 
they now behold in paradise. Those who are of a pure heart, 
and make the most rapid progress in paradise, are soonest trans- 
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ferred to those aerial regions, the " many mansions," which the 
scriptures denominate heavens, but which the Greeks called 
spheres. In those heavens, as the happy spirit passes through 
them in succession, he learns in the first the things which 
are there exhibited in each ; and then, the reasons of those 
things. Thus it is, that the soul follows Jesus who has passed 
into the heavens, while making its way to be with him where he 
is, to behold his unveiled glory, face to face. 

As there will be so much to learn, Origen very naturally 
supposes it will occupy much time for a soul to pass through 
these heavens ; and some will be much longer in passing, than 
others, according to their perspicacity and the improvement they 
here make in the present life. 

As to the things to be learnt, in this intermediate state, Ori- 
gen is somewhat particular, and gives us such a list as we might 
well expect from such a philosopher. The mind, burning with 
an ineffable desire to know the reasons of things, will first enjoy 
an explanation of all it beheld on earth — the natures of trees, 
plants, animals, men, — the reasons of all the minute dispensations 
of providence, even to the falling of a sparrow, no one of which 
Is fortuitous, or without a specific design, — the precise objects of 
all the Levitical rites and precepts, — the state of fallen angels, 
the cause of moral evil and deception, — and especially the 
work of God in man's salvation, — the nature of the operations 
of the Divine Spirit on the heart, etc. In the present life, we 
see only the visible objects of nature, and learn the facts in di- 
vine providence, and gain some obscure and general views, just 
as the painter first sketches his rude outline. But in the next 
state, the picture will be filled up, and the colouring will be 
added. 

Passing from paradise into the aerial regions, the soul will 
find itself among the stars ; and there it will have the delight, 
(a great one indeed to Origen,) to learn whether those distant 
luminaries are in fact animated bodies, or what they are ; why 
each one is placed just where it is, and is of just its actual size ; 
how, if it had been otherwise, the whole universe would have 
been deranged, etc. 

After having thus learnt, first the facts, and then the reasons, 
of all visible objects, the soul is to pass to those which are invis- 
ible, of which we now know nothing, or of which we have only 
heard the names. 

All- this is for those happy spirits who love knowledge and vir- 
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tue. As to those who are fond of earthly things, weighed down 
by sordid or sensual propensities, they cannot rise ; but remain, 
hovering around the places they lovfe, as wretched spectres, to 
haunt occasionally the living. 

Thus both the good and the bad are to pass their intermedi- 
ate state between death and the resurrection. Origen knew of 
no purgatory for the good, as it would plainly seem from his 
undoubted writings ; though some passages of questionable au- 
thority, have been adduced to fix the doctrine upon him. 

In the resurrection, for which he strenuously argued, Origen 
believed that our bodies will be essentially the same as to figure, 
though much improved, and of a spiritual cast. In answer to 
objections then brought, he contends, that it is not needful to 
suppose we shall have precisely the same particles of matter 
which here compose our bodies ; for even in this life, the same 
body does not contain the same particles for so much as two 
days ; and we may even call a river the same body, though its 
waters are continually passing. 

He thinks, as it respects the fundamental reason of an identi- 
cal resurrection, that the same body which shared in the con- 
flicts of the righteous, ought to wear the crown ; and the same 
which partook of the pleasures of sin, ought to suffer in the eter- 
nal flames of the ungodly. He moreover supposes, that the 
bodies of the just will be vastly superior to the black and miser- 
able, yet indestructible bodies with which the wicked will be 
clad. Probably he was in advance of most men in his day, in 
the elevation of bis views respecting the future state, at least .as 
it respects the bodies of the saints ; for we find him arguing 
against those who contended, that we shall dwell here on this 
earth, in bodies and in a condition so much like the present, that 
we shall need food and drink, have children, live in cities walled 
with precious stones, have the wicked to serve us as labourers, 
and shall ourselves act as rulers of diverse degrees and living in 
great earthly, splendour. 

In contending against Celsus, who says that the hope of the 
Christians is worthy of worms, Origen does not content himself 
with the common saying of his day, viz. that nothing is impossi- 
ble to God ; but he maintains, that there is an energy, a seed, in 
the body, which springs up like other seeds, and is itself fitted to 
produce the glorious body. Of course, there is not really that 
corruption of the future and immortal body, which the scoffer 
derides. The process is a natural one ; and it is not the cor- 
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rooted body, devoured by worms, that is to rise as the glorious 
hamtatiooof the soul. 

At the end of the world, the general judgment will take place. 
This, however, will not require a long course of time, although 
every secret thing is to be Drought into judgment. On the con- 
trary, Origen supposes, it will be like the resurrection itself, in a 
moment, in a twinkling of the eye. And this supposition is 
based on the assumption, that the thing which Christ, the om- 
niscient judge, will then do, is merely to cause each individual 
at once to see the whole of his own past existence, and conse- 
quently to feel the justice of the final award. This may require 
no such length of time as would the complete exhibition of the 
minute facts in each case, to the whole universe, according to 
the more general views of Christians at the present day. Ori- 
gen, as we have already seen, would probably anticipate the ob- 
ject of such a publication, in a great measure, by his supposed 
paradise. 

The world is then to be burned ; but not, however, to be con- 
sumed. According to the opinion of some respectable Grecian 
philosophers, with which Origen agrees, and according to which 
he interprets some passages of Scripture, the world is only to be 
purified by a fire which is to burn up its bad qualities ; and thus 
the universe is to be renovated. This fire is also to purify the 
saints, burning up the wood, hay, and stubble of their spiritual 
building, and purging away the lead, so that nothing but pure 

Sold shall remain. He supposes that none can rise from the 
ead perfectly pure, but all will need more or less of purgation: 
and even such distinguished individuals as Paul and Feter, will 
have to pass through fire. And this fire, while it purifies, may 
also possibly serve as a punishment ; or, at all events, the lan- 
guage employed by God, m describing it, is designed as a mo- 
tive of terror to the ignorant and stupid of this life. 

After this, each one of the righteous will have his blessed al- 
lotment according to his deeds. There will be different degrees 
of happiness ; and by no means will all ascend immediately to 
heaven. While some are to be directly subject to Christ, oth- 
ers will be put under the supervision of angels, and will have 
many mansions or heavens to pass through, before they come to 
the beatific vision of the Father. But when they finally arrive 
at this highest state, they will there find their eternal felicity ; all 
will be spiritual enjoyment and spiritual occupation forever. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Eschatology.—Origen. 657 

lliey wilt see God as he is— Christ as he is — and will drink at 
the exhaustless fountain of knowledge and wisdom. 

Such is an outline of the views of Origen respecting the pious. 
We come now to inquire in respect to that other class, wjiich 
the Scriptures denominate the wicked. 

In the opinion of this father, the condition of the ungodly, be- 
tween death and the resurrection, will be radically diverse from 
that of tlie righteous, in as much as they will be thrust into the 
fires of purgatory, the place prepared for the devil and his angels. 
But though there will be one and the same kind of punishment 
for all, both devils and wicked men, yet the degrees of suffering 
will differ in proportion to the degrees of guilt. Yet the agony 
of each one, will be terrible. Origen does not, however, seem 
to have conceived of a literal fire, in this case ; for he says, that 
each one will kindle the flame of his appropriate fire, instead of 
being plunged in a fire already prepared by another. The ma- 
terials to sustain this fire, are our sins; and the fire perhaps 
such, that while itself is invisible, it can burn things that are in- 
visible. Like a fever raging in the body, the fresh remembrance 
of all past guilt, will prey upon the soul. Conscience will pierce 
With its appropriate stings. The soul will also be tormented 
with vile affections, anger, rage, and madness, love, grief, envy, 
etc. Nor will the deadly poison of these vile and inordinate 
affections, be assuaged by any of the alleviations we here find. 
Tfbe soul will also dwell in darkness, and be deprived of the di- 
vine spirit and of its guardian angel. And just as the naked 
body may here suffer more severely beneath the lash, so may 
the naked soul from its passions in the place of torment. 

After the resurrection, Origen thinks the wicked may have 
dark and vile bodies, in contrast to those of the children of God. 

As to the duration of their woe, he supposes, that as a wound 
which is here inflicted on the body in a moment, may require 
many months in healing, so the diseases contracted by a short 
course of sinful pleasure, may entail, on the guilty man, an eter- 
nity of suffering, in that place where their worm dietb not and 
their fire is not quenched. He does not hesitate at all to speak, 
in his common addresses, of the torments of the wicked as being 
eternal. Indeed it seems to be his design, as he likewise sup- 
poses it to be the design of the Scriptures, to take away all hope 
from those who in this life contemn God. But in his more phi- 
losophical discourses, he abundantly shows, that he does not as- 
sign a literal eternity of duration to the torments of the wicked* 

Vol. IV. No. 16- 84 
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He considered God as punishing the wicked, both men and 
devils, for the purpose 01 recovering them from sin, and thus 
doing away all moral evil ; and with it also, all natural evil. In the 
tenth chapter of his second book on Principles, which he de- 
votes to the discussion of the future state of the wicked, Origen 
tells us, that ( God acts as the Physician of our souls, in assign- 
ing the torments of the infernal world ; and that his purpose is, 
to remove all the vices from the wicked which they have con- 
tracted by sin,' etc. And in the sixth chapter of the first book, 
he speaks still more at large on this subject. It is due to him, 
however, and to the cause of truth to state, that he here express- 
ly admonishes the reader, before entering on the lofty subjects 
of the final consummation of God's great plan, that he is, with 
great fear and caution, about to propose some things rath- 
er for discussion and consideration, than for doctrines which be 
would propound as definite and certain. And he furthermore 
craves the candour of his reader, that he would not regard what 
be is about to offer, as amounting to a heretical departure from 
the received faith of the church. Such a statement and such a 
request seem to amount to a pretty full concession, that what be 
was about to propound, would be regarded as heresy by the 
church in his day, if he were to assert such things, instead 
of modestly propounding them for discussion. Such a conces- 
sion is, of course, worth more to the cause of dogmatic history, 
than can be the most minute knowledge of what Origen himself 
or any other single individual then believed. It may also be 
remarked, that such a statement as this made near the beginning 
of his work on Principles, was doubtless intended to show the 
manner in which he would be understood throughout the whole 
work, when advancing the same sentiments; and so too in hb 
other works. We are therefore, not to understand him as be- 
ing so fixed and decided in his views of a future and perfect res- 
toration of our race to virtue and happiness, as the mere lan- 
guage of many insulated passages, would seem to imply. He 
is rather arguing one side of c the question he propounds, 5 and 
saying what seems to him as probably true. 

After thus limiting the manner in which he desires to be un- 
derstood, he goes on to say, that " there will be an end of the 
world and a consummation of all things, when every one will be 
subjected to punishment according to the desert of his sins. 
God only knows the time when each will accomplish what 
he deserves. We suppose the goodness of God, through 
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Christ, will truly restore bis universal creation to one end, even 
his enemies being subdued and made subjects. For so saith 
the Holy Scripture : The Lord said unto my Lord, sit tbou 
on ray right hand till I make thine enemies thy footstool. And 
if it is not sufficiently manifest to us, what the prophetic Word 
would indicate by this, we may learn more fully from the apos- 
tle Paul, who says that it becomes Christ to reign till be bath 
put all things under his feet. But if this so plain an expression 
of the apostle does not sufficiently teach us what it is for ene- 
mies to be put under his feet, hear him yet further in the follow- 
ing : " For it is fit that all things should be made subject unto 
bira." What, then, is the subjection in which all things should 
be subject? I think it is the very same in which we also desire 
to be subject to bira, and in which the aposttes and all the holy, 
who have followed Christ, are subject to him. For the name 
of the subjection by which we are subject to Christ, is indicative 
of the salvation of the subjects, a salvation which is from 
Christ; just as David also 6ays : " Shall not my soul be sub- 
ject to God ? for from him is my salvation." Origen goes on 
te argue further respecting this " end," when Christ, to whom 
all things are thus made subject, shall deliver the kingdom to 
the Father; and he contends that this end will be like the be- 
ginning. Indeed, be affirms, that " the end is always like the 
beginning ; " and thus, as all were holy and happy at first, so 
they will be at the last ; all in heaven and on earth and under 
the earth, in which three designations the whole universe is in- 
cluded, shall bow the knee to Christ, and come in the unity of 
the Spirit, and thus all will be in accordance, and God will be 
all in all. 

Those who are under the dominion of the devil, according to 
Origen, whether in this or in the future world, as they enjoy the 
power of freewill, may repent and turn to God. But it will be 
at an immensely distant period, before all of them will do this — 
ages upon ages, as it were eternal. Nor will they at once as- 
cend to God, when they have passed through the scenes of pos- 
itive misery, but will go through the gradations of ascent, from 
mansion to mansion, like the saints before them. God, he thinks, 
is able and disposed to accomplish all this in its proper time. 
Writing against Celsus, be says : " The Word is able to subdue 
all rational natures to himself, and to transform them into bis 
own perfection ; when each one, using his own naked power, 
will choose what be wills and obtain what be chooses. For 
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though amoag the wounds and diseases of the body, there *re 
those which no medical art can cure ; yet in the vices of the 
soul, we deny that there is aoy which cannot be cured hy the 
supreme Word and God.' 9 When this is done, there will be no 
more death, nor pains of death, nor devil, nor evil being, nor evil 
thing. Men, and devils, and stars, and other fallen beings, if 
such there be, will all be brought back to perfect allegiance and 
perfect Miss and unity of feeling. 

This view of a complete restoration, is one in which bis mind 
seemed peculiarly to delight. It would be easy to add many 
more passages scattered through bis works, and some of 
them partaking much of the sublime, in which he dwells on this 
idea of God's becoming all in all. But enough bas probahly 
been adduced to give a fair view of bis scheme and bis mode of 
proof. As it respects, however, this perfect unity throughout 
the whole range of existences, God all in all, it is by no oceans 
easy to comprehend precisely what he would mean, as be seems 
to be aiming at something more than a mere unity of feeling, 
purpose, action, and enjoyment, and yet not quite at the eastern 
notion of an absorption of all into Grod, from whom they first 
originated* 

But whatever we may think of his speculations, there are two 
things which the candid student of the works of this treat man, 
will readily acknowledge of him here as elsewhere, via, that be 
is kind and modest in his manner, and that he deals much in 
Scripture proofs, for which be even shows the profoundest rev- 
erence, however strangely he interprets them. And it is with 
perfect propriety that Guerike remarks of him, that be joins tbe 
modesty of a Christian with tbe audacity of a philosopher. 1 

Dionysius. — We find but little from this author on the subject 
of eschatology, as it is sometimes called, or tbe final state of 
man. And this little has reference to the position then maintain- 
ed by the c/tUiasts. They supposed, that Christ would descend 
from heaven and reign on earth, for a thousand years, or per- 
haps for many thousands, after the destruction of Antichrist ; 
and that the saints would be raised and would reign with bim. 
Origen opposed this notion, as is evident from what we have al- 
ready seen. Dionysius followed his steps ; and as appears from 

1 For the authorities on which the above statements are made, see 
Con. Cels. IV. 21, V. 14—20. VIII. 72. De Princ II. 10^ 1— a an* 
11, li— 7. I. 6, 3, and other references in Guar. II. p. 260 aq. 
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bis ewn account, quoted by Eusebws, 1 be was very successful 
in reclaiming whole churches in the province of Arsinoe, and 
of convincing Coraoius their chief leader in this schism. They 
founded their belief chiefly on a false interpretation of some pas- 
sages in the Apocalypse ; bat Dionysius, instead of rectifying 
their exegesis, rejected the authority of the whole book. 

We pass over the teachers between Dionysius and Dtdymus* 
as affording nothing to our present purpose in the writings they 
have left us. 

Didymu$, — This catecbwt also opposed the chiliasts, who 
were still found inconsiderable numbers; and who, indeed, though 
with modified views, have been found probably in every age 
down to the present. 

After the death of the body, Drdymus supposes the souls of 
believers to be conveyed to Abraham's bosom, which he un- 
derstands to be some lofty and etherial region. This is surely 
a peat improvement from the notions of his admired Origen. 
When there, however, be supposes them to intercede for those 
still left on the earth. 

He believed in a resurrection of the body } but that it would 
be a spiritual body, in distinction from its present grossness. 

As to the time of the resurrection, he supposed that Antichrist 
must first appear upon earth in a season of great distress, and 
that the period was then nigh. 

Following the resurrection, is to be the last judgment, which 
Didyraus concludes will be conducted by Christ and the Father 
in conjunction. The inheritance of the blessed is then to be as- 
signed, and they are to reign with Christ forever. Still they are 
not to be kings, but are to exist and reign in a kind of union 
with Christ and the Father. 

In respect to the wicked, he speaks of their being consigned 
to " tbe quenchless fire of hell," and as " having to endure ev- 
erlasting torment," and " being led away into eternal death," 
aod " having no more repentance." And yet, on the other 
hand, he seemed to hope for the repentance of fallen angels ; 
and as Guerike thinks, did not entirely despair of the final salva- 
tion of lost men, "after an eternal period." 8 

1 Eaaeb. Ecc. Hist VII. 24. 

8 De Trin. 1. 29. 89. II. 3. 7. 12. 27. III. 29. Guer. II. p. 378 sq. 
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TImo have we taken some tow of tbe Bvw awl do ctrines of 
those fathers who, for more than two centuries, preaided over the 
first and principal school of clerical instruction, in those deeply 
interesting and forming ages of the church. The amount of in- 
fluence they exerted, and which stiH exists in its countless ram- 
ifications throughout Christendom, it is impossible to estimate* 
We might dwell on many other topics of doctrine, practice, and 
mode of interpreting the sacred oracles, were it worth while to 
prolong this article further. 

It would doubtless be interesting and profitable, to cootiooe the 
investigation of clerical education down through tbe succeeding 
ages, were the materialsequall v at hand.— But I must close, at least 
for the present, with the brief remark, that the more familiar we 
become with the state of the church iu past ages, especially with 
the doctrines that have been held, the more deeply shall we be im- 
pressed with the reflection, that neither wisdom nor fatty has 
been born in our day. 



Art. II. — The Karaites, and other Jewish Sect*. 



From ffenderaon'f Tr*v«l# in Rmiia.* 

The most popular sect among tbe Jews, is that known by die 
name of Rabbinuts, or Talmudut8 } i. e. such as yield implicit 
obedience to the doctrines and institutions of the Rabbins, as 
delivered in, or deducible from the Talmud, and who, accord- 
ing to the general acceptation of the term, may be accounted 
the orthodox. They are also sometimes called Baali Miskna, 

• u Biblical Researches and Travels in Russia. By E. Henderson, 
[now Prof, of Divinity etc. in Highbury College,] London 1826." p. 
333 sq. 306 sq. As this work has never been reprinted in America, 
we have thought it worth the while to transfer the following interest- 
ing account to our pages. — The chief source of earlier iniwstisa 
respecting the Karaites, is the work of Wol£ viz. J. C. Woxni Afe- 
tiiia Karatorum, Hamb. 1721, to which is appended Trigland's tract, 
J. TaioLAifnn Diatribe dt Stela Koratorum. — Editoe. 
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or pooMaeofs of the Mkhna, because to decisions obtain among 
them, as the sole and infallible interpretation of the law* They 
are precisely, in the present day, wbat the Pharisees were in 
the time of our Lord ; and it requires but little acquaintance 
with them, to be sensible of those features of character which 
are so strongly marked by the Evangelists, as distinguishing thai 
ancient sect. But, although the Rabbinists compose the great 
body of the Jews in Poland, there exist other denominations* 
the numbers and peculiarities of which are too considerable not 
to strike the inquisitive traveller. 

These are the Karaites, the Chasidim, and the Zoharitu, 
*r followers of Sabbatbai Txevi. 

The C/umdim, or " Pietists," roust not be confounded 
with the party who took the same name at the time of the Mao- 
oabees,and rendered themselves famous by the zeal with which 
they contended for the national institutions. The sect to which 
I here refer, dates its origin no farther back than the year 1740, 
when its doctrines were 6rst broached by Israel Baalsbem, in 
the small country town of Flussty, in Poland. In the course of 
about twenty years, his fame, as an exorcist, and master of the Cab- 
bala, spread to such a degree, that be obtained a great number 
of followers in Poland, Moldavia, and Wallachia. This Rabbi 
cave out, that be alone was possessed of the true mystery of the 
Sacred name ; that his soul at certain times left the body, in or- 
der to receive revelations in the world of spirits ; and, that be 
was endowed with miraculous powers by which be was able to 
control events, both in the physical and intellectual world. His 
followers were taught to look to him for the absolution of every 
crime tbey might commit ; to repress every thing like reflection 
on the doctrines of religion } to expect the immediate appear- 
ance of the Messiah ; and in sickness, to abstain from the use of 
medicine — assured, that their spiritual guides, of whom several 
made their appearance on the death of the founder, were pos- 
sessed of such merits, as would procure for them instant recovery. 
The accusatbnsof gross immorality brought against the members 
of this sect by the Lithuanian Rabbi, Israel Loebel, have been call- 
ed in question, 1 and are supposed rather to have originated in 
prejudice, than to have any foundation in truth ; but I have been 
informed by one, who has bad the best opportunities of invest** 
gating the subject, that their morals are most obnoxious, and 

1 Gregoire's Histoira des Seetes Religieuses, torn ii. p. 348. 
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omon, io the government of Mobttef. They are dtsringflfiMW 
by the name of Habadim, a word composed of the initial letters 
of three Hebrew words, Wi rrra W»n, " wisdom, intelligence, 
and knowledge." They may not improperly be termed the 
''Jewish Quiet ists," as their distinguishing peculiarity constat in 
the rejection of external forms, and the complete abanrfoftftiefflf 
of the mind to abstraction and contemplation. instead t)f the Mps 
tisms customary among the Jews, they go through tiie'4fgh4 
without the use of the dement, and consider it their duty to dts" 
engage themselves as much as possible from matter, because t*f 
its tendency to clog the mind in its ascent to the Sopretffe 
Source of Intelligence. In prayer they make no use of wftrd$ 
bvt simply piece themselves in the attitude of suppKcatknvlffid 
exercise themselves in mental ejaculations. ^ 1 

The Zokarites, so called from their attachment to the itorfr 
Zohar> are properly to be regarded as a continuation of the sett 
farmed by the famous Sabbatbai Tssevi. Their creed is briefly 
as follows : I. They believe in all that God has ever reveefcflj 
and consider it their duty constantly to investigate its meaning. 1 
3* They regard the letter of Scripture to be merely the sbeff* 
and that it admits of a mystical and spiritual interpretation. 
3» Tbey believe in a Trinity of Parzufim> or persons in Ebkim. 
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4. They believe in the incarnation of God ; that this incarna- 
tion teok place in Adam, and that it will again take plaee in the 
Messiah. 5. They do not believe that Jerusalem will ever be 
re-built- 6. They believe that it is vain to expect any tem- 
poral Messiah ; but that God wiH be manifested in the flesh, 
and in this state atone, not only for the sins of the Jews, but for 
the sins of all throughout the world who believe in htm. 
This sect was revived about the year 1 750, by a Polish Jew, of the 
name of Jacob Frank, who settled in Podolia, and enjoyed the 
protection of the Polish government, to which he was recom- 
mended by the Bishop of Kamenetz, in whose presence be held 
disputes with the orthodox Jews, and who was astonished at the 
approximation of his creed to the principles of Christianity. On 
the death of the Bishop, he and his adherents were driven into 
the Turkish dominions ; and being also persecuted there" by the 
Rabbinists, they resolved to conform to the rites of the cath- 
olic Church. Frank at last found a place of rest at Offenbach, 
wbitber bis followers flocked by thousands to visit him, and 
where be died in 1791. Their number does not appear to have 
increased much of late ; but they are to be met with in differ- 
ent parts of Hungary and Poland. 

The Karaites. 

An object of no ordinary interest which we hoped to attain 
by our visit to the Crimea, and which we had long regarded 
with pleasing anticipations, was a personal interview with the 
Karaite Jews inhabiting an ancient fortress at the distance of a 
few vents from Bagktchisarai. The antiquity of the sect, the 
reasonableness of their grounds of separation from the great 
body of the Jewish people, their purely oriental habits, the little 
intercourse that any of the learned in Europe have bad with 
them, and the fact, long known yet but little investigated, that 
tbey possessed the books of the Old Testament in a peculiar 
dialect of the Tartar language: — all tended to excite our curi- 
esitv, and render them the subject of Biblical and literary research. 

Accordingly, the day after our arrival in Bagktchisarai, we 
proceeded in company with the Rev. Messrs. Glen and Ross, 
towards Djufut-KaU, or the Jews' Fort, the road to which led 
us further up the deep and narrow valley in which the ancient 
capital of the Crimea is situated. The rocks on our left were 
high and precipitous, and often projected over-head, exhibiting 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 85 
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large excavations and grottos, many of which teamed to touted 
by the Tartars, partly for residence and partly for sheltering 
their cattle. . Our ride through the upper ead of the town, 
among rnesjpda, medresses, minarets, and majestic poplars, was 
singularly picturesque and interesting. Near the site of a pal- 
ace, in the valley called Ashlama-derl, thai was razed to the 
foundations on the fall of the Tartar empire, we turned to the 
west, and entered another narrow^ defile, known by the name of 
Mmriamrderi, or Mary's Vale, from a Grade convent dedicat- 
ed to the Virgin, which has been curiously excavated in the 
precipice on the right, and looks like a large covered bakooy at 
the height of several hundred feet from the valley below. Leav- 
ing our horses to graze on the verdant bank of the motet, we 
ascended to the monastery by a narrow flight of steps; and, <m 
reaching the entrance in "the crag of the rock," the view^*f 
the precipice over which we were suspended was sotreariandtMiSj 
that we instantly receded with sensations of awe. The church 
measured fifty feet in length by twenty-four in breadth, yetsmal 
as were its dimensions, its darkness was but dimly enbghtsssed 
by a lamp hanging before a painting at the inner end* AH was 
sombre and silent, and with the exception of a single religious 
solitary, we saw nothing to remind us of the world of mortals^ 
We were informed, however, that scarcely a day elapses on 
which the convent is not visited for purposes of devotion ; and 
on the day of the ascension of the Virgin, numbers of visitors to 
the amount of several thousands, collect from all parts of the 
Crimea, and even from the Russian districts beyond Perekop* 
As only a few can be admitted at once, the passage of steps 
communicating between the valley and the monastery, presents 
a curious scene of ascent and descent, while both sides of the 
rivulet are diversified by small groups, renewing their oM •©• 
quaintances, or contracting new ones. 

Directly below, on the opposite side of the defile, we observed 
extensive ruins, marking the site of a town formerly inhabited by 
Greeks, but laid desolate on the subjugation of the Tartars. 
From this romantic spot we prosecuted our ride, and passing 
two beautiful fountains, to which the Jewish damsels, like Re- 
bekab and Rachel of old, "come out to draw water," 1 we 
reached the foot of the precipice, on the summit of which Xjfw- 

1 The general supply of water is conveyed on the beckft of hen** 

0MtM**. 
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f*t+Kall ay situ a ted * The road now became excessively steep; 
«nd< as it forms a complete zig-zag, we were surprised to find, 
that when we supposed ourselves near the entrance of the fort, 
fbe pathway appeared all at once to be terminated! byaTvggod 
*od inaccessible rock. We were the more disconcerted at this 
discovery, as a thunder-storm had jest commenced, and the ram 
began to pout down with violence ; but on turning another angle, 
we came to several caverns in the side of the precipice, where 
we found a temporary shelter, and from which we contemplated 
the flashes of the lightning, and listened to the awfully reverberat- 
ing roar of the thnnder in the valley below. 

-When the storm was over, we again commenced our ascent, 
and soon came to the gate of this ancient fortress, through which 
we were admitted into a narrow street running from one end of 
the town to the other. The houses are all constructed in the 
oriental style, with the windows looking into the courts, and are 
surrounded by a high stone wall. Besides the defence formed 
by i these walls, rising perpendicularly from the brink of the pre- 
espie»8 on either side, a regular fortified wall has been raised to 
protect Such places as had not been rendered strong by nature. 
The streets had been washed by the rain which was running 
(town in torrents, but we walked on a fine broad pavement lead* 
Mg to die principal synagogue, where we met the chief Rabbr, 
a venerable old man of the name of Isaac, by whom we were 
received with great courtesy, and conducted to the resideuce 
of Rabbi Benjamin, which appeared to be the bouse destined 
for the reception of strangers. 

- On entering the guest chamber, or " upper-room," which was 
beautifully covered with carpets, we were obliged to pull off our 
boots, and recline in the oriental fashion, on bolsters, which 
were placed round the sides of the room. While engaged in a 
friendly interchange of questions and answers with our host, a 
large tray was placed on the floor in the middle of the room, 
covered with bread, butter, dates, pears, mulberries, brandy, 
and wide, of which we were invited to partake at pleasure. The 
conversation was carried on in Turkish and Hebrew ; and the 
Rabbins seemed no less anxious to satisfy our curiosity, than we 
were to obtain information respecting the history and distinguish^ 
mg peculiarities of the Karaim. In Benjamin's library, besides? 
the Talmud, and a considerable collection of other Hebrew 
books, we found a good copy of Bomberg's Rabbinical Bible. 
Besides the Tartar Targum, of which more presently, he sh e w ed 
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us several Kanewa commentaries ia Hebrew, and < 
tfeey bad them oo the whole Bible ; but that entire copies 
very scarce, and nigh in price. A commentary on the Feoto* 
teucfc alone coats 160 rubies, or about £6 sterling 
' From tbe bouse of the Rabbi we proceeded to tbe synagogues, 
which are two in number, a larger and a entailer? the former of 
wfcicfe is e4egeiKly 6tted up, and is ornamented in the inside with 
i large atone monument, erected on the accession of the empe- 
ror Alexander to the throne. The inscription contains some beat*- 
tifel laudatory lines in tbe Hebrew language. From the Ark of 
the Covenant, several elegant, and ooe or two apparently my 
ancient MSS. of tbe law* in rolls of parchment, wefe brought 
out, and exhibited to us* some of which had been written on die 
spot, and the rest brought from Constantinople and Poland* 
The body of tbe synagogue was filled with reading desks, oo 
each of which lay Hebrew Bibles* prayer4p>okBt and parts of 
tbe Tartar Targum. The Bibles were chiefly x>f tbe Veaetiao 
editions, such as are mostly in request among the Spanish Jews 
in Constantinople, whence they have been conveyed to tbe 
Crimea. 

Tbe number of families resident in Djufut-Kafe, amounts t* 
about two-hnndred and fifty, many of the members of which 
*re abfcent during certain seasons of tbe year, transacting bum* 
tie*s in Odessa, and other towns in Russia and Poland. Others 
of tbfem regularly repair every morning to Baghtcbisarai, i 
ibey have shops, and return to the castle in the evening* 

Passing through the southern gate, we ascended a small i 
inence, from which we had a commending view, not only of tfais 
" munition of rocks," but of the romantic scenery by which it is 
surrounded. Towards the east the Tent mountain (Tchatir- 
dagh), rose majestically above the intervening chains of rugged 
and precipitous rocks, and almost directly south, we caught a 
distant prospect of the fortress of Mtinkvp. This ancient cas- 
tle, ooce in possession of the Genoese, is now in ruins ; but it 
was inhabited till within these few years by Tartars and Karaite 
Jews. Being situated on the summit of a high insulated rock, 
it is almost inaccessible, and presents a singularly prominent ob- 
ject in tbe perspective. Djvfui-Kal}, itself, we now found to be 
constructed on tbe summit of tbe narrowest part of a b'^b ridge 
. of rocks, w^ich here projects towards the north, and terminates 
abruptly on raeetiftg tbe valley of Asblama, above Baghtcbisarai. 
Tbe strength of this place is mostly from nature, thfe rocks rising 
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ulariy on eilber side, and tlw ridg* , «oi being of #qy 
Jth f k required little labour to fortify the, town at its southern 
termination. The continuation of the ridge is cctvciwd with 
grass, and used to afford pasture to a fine herd of deer ; but w* 
were informed by the Jaw who conducted us, that their number 
is now reduced to thrtt. . // 

We now descended into the " Valley of Jebobbepbat," or tfee 
Karaite burying-grouod, Consisting of a deep recess* covered 
with lofty trees, to the sombre shade of which, the white slabs 
placed over the graves of the deceased, presented the most in- 
teresting contrast* A pleasing melancholy seized our minds as 
we entered this hallowed spot ; and were it not for the distress* 
ing idea of the obstinate unbelief of Judaism* associated with 
the genenl amttbility of the Karaite character, it is scarcely 
possible to cooceive any scene more calculated to soothe the 
miod of a. contemplative spectator. The tomb-stones, mostly 
of white marble, are regularly arranged In rows, somewhat after 
the manner of the Moravian graves ; and the more modern have 
an additional monument at either end, consisting likewise of a 
marble slab, some with and some without Hebrew inscriptions* 
Being anxious, if possible, to discover from these monumental 
annals, bow fir back the residence of the Jews in Djufut-Kalfe 
could be traced, we requested our guide to point out to us the olden 
gmvey which he readily did, assuring us that it was held in great 
veneration by his brethren. It consists of a plain slab, which 
has been partially fractured oh the surface; but, on clearing 
away the moss which had filled up the incisions of the letters, 
the following inscription was brought out : 

vn rrnap 
■m p qov 1 

TD»n nara 

m 

The reader will observe, that the last letter fa the first line 
has been considerably effaced, but to judge from its present ap- 
pearance, U must have been a Mem. The rest of the letters 
?»tt, I take to form the initial word of the sacred motto of the 
Jews, bmw* *»», " Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our Etobtra is one 
Jehov&h." Dent. vi. 4. This inscription Is also defective *t 
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tbe clo$e,soraetbiag having been effaced after the Dafetb,^ 
the sculptor, not versed in the laws of Masoretic cabgrapby, 
has divided, and placed the plural feminise termination- at the 
beginning of tbe following line* The word has, most probably, 
been the poetical form matt; so that tbe whole inscription 
will read thus : " Hear, O Israel, etc. Tie Grave <>f Geez, Jo- 
seph Ben David. In the year Five thousand and four. That 
is, according to tbe Christian era, tbe year I364, an epoch 
somewhat more than a century later than the commencement of 
tbe Tartar dynasty in the Crimea. 

Tbe Karaim have no written document to prove at what time 
they first occupied this fort, or developethe circumstances which 
originated or attended tbeir immigration into the peniasula. 
Peysonel, in his work on tbe Commerce of the Black Sea, stale* 
that a tradition obtained among them, purporting that their ances- 
tors inhabited tbe city of Bukhara in Great Tertary, and Jfclt 
they accompanied tbe Tartars in tbeir memorable expedition 
into Europe. The circumstance that the Karaites dress «HSch> 
in the Tartar style, and speak a dialect to which they give tbe 
name of DjagaUai, might seem to give some weight to this ac- 
count ; but no such tradition is known to the present generation, 
and tbeir conformity to the Tartars io language and habits is m-r 
sily accounted for, by tbe length of time they have lived uod#f> 
tbeir dominion. In consequence of inquiries made on the spot*" 
as well as subsequent epistolary communications, it appears that 
they have no recollection of any bond of union ever having ex- 
isted between their ancestors and the Bukharian Jews ; that, aa 
far as tbeir knowledge extends, there exist no Karaim in that 
quarter ; and the only traditionary account current among them 
is, that their ancestors came from Damascus, and settled here 
about 500 years ago, under the protection of the Khans of tbe 
Crimea. Their language, too, as exhibited in their ancient 
books, approximates much more to the Osmanli* than to the Ori- 
ental Turkish. 1 

About the beginning of last century, in the reign of the Khao 
Hadji Selim Gherei, they had peculiar privileges conferred oo 
them, in consequence of a successful cure performed by one of 
their physicians on Ulu Kbani, a sister of the Khan, who was 



1 It appears, from the Travels of Rabbi Petechia, that there ' 
Kai*tat.kt the Crimea about the year 1180, which was considerably 
prior roiba arrival of the Tartars. 
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daagerousfy ill. Instead of any longer performirfg Certain 1 
drudgery-work at the palace, and paying a heavy capitation-tax, 
in common with their neighbours, the Greeks and Armenians, 
they were taken under the protection of the princesses of the 
above rank, and only supplied their establishment with wood,' 
coffee, and other articles of domestic use, which they furnished 
not so much by way of tribute, but as a token of gratitude for 
the immunities that were granted them. 

With respect to the sect in general, it claims a very high an- 
tiquity, and seems originally to have been the same with that of 
the Sadducees, one of the three principal sects which divided 
the Jewish nation about two hundred years before the incarna- 
tion of our Saviour. One of their distinguishing tenets is known 
to have been their strict adherence to the letter of the law, to 
the entire exclusion of traditionary interpretation ; and, indeed, 
it bis not unnaturally been conjectured by some authors of note, 
that the errors which that sect taught in the time of our Lord 
formed no part of their primitive creed, and that it was the adop- 
tion of these errors by the disciples of Sadok, that gave birth to 
the Karaim ; whom, in common with Hottinger, Airing, Trii- 
land, and others, Prideaux takes to be Scribes so frequently 
mentioned in the New Testament. This opinion, however, 
seems totally irreconcilable with Matt. xv. 1, 2, where the 
Scribes are represented as equally tenacious of the traditions 
with the Pharisees. It is not improbable that the number of the 
reformed party of the Sadducees was extremely small in the 
days of our Lord, as, in fact, that of the Karaim has compara- 
tively been in every succeeding age. According to Mordecai, 
ooe of their own writers, they are sprung from Judab Ben Tab-' 
bei, and were originally denominated, after him, the Society of 
J. B. T. but afterwards changed their name to that of Karaim* 

But whatever obscurity may remain, as to the exact period 
or the particular occasion of their origin, so much is certain, that 
the sect was not formed by Rabbi Anan, as Morinus and others 
have erroneously supposed ; but that it only underwent a reform- 
ation by that celebrated Rabbi, during the period of his opposi- 
tion to the introduction of the Talmud as a rule of manners, and 
his enforcement of the paramount authority of the divine law. 
la proof of this, I shall auote a passage from the Karaite ritual, 
at the commencement of the chapter entitled nW^DT, or the ser- 
vice in memory of the dead ; in which we find Anan occupying 
the first place, but only as one who had effected a radical re- 
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formation of manners, and reduced the Karaite* to the primi- 
tive observance of the law. The prayer begios thus : — " Mav 
our God, and the God of our fathers, have mercy on our dead, 
and your dead, and all the dead of ail his people of the bouse of 
Israel ! And, 6rst of all, on Anan our Rabbi, the prince, the 
roan of God, chief of the captivity, who opened the way of the 
law, and enlightened the eyes of the ScripturisU, [literally, Some 
of the text,] and turned many from iniquity and transgression, 
and caused us to walk in the right way. 791 The same language, 
with an accumulation of laudatory epithets, is used respecting 
him by Mordecai ; and Rabbi S. Shulhm, agreeably to this, de- 
clares that Anan ta'Wtpti nJTDK ptn, " confirmed the faith of 
the Karaites." Jucharin, fol. cxiix. col. 2. According to 
Makrizi, 9 Anan came from the east, under the caliphate of 
Abu Djafar Mansur, about the middle of the eighth century, and 
brought along with him copies of the law, professedly taken 
from the architypal exemplar, written by the band of Moses. 
His great learning, and the favour he enjoyed with the Caliph, 
gave him peculiar advantages in his disputes with the Talmud- 
ists, whom he taxed with the introduction of usages contrary to 
those inculcated by the sacred books in his bands; and it would 
appear, both from the statements of Makrizi, and those of 
Abulfeda,' that Anan, as well as some of his followers, spoke 
with the highest respect of Jesus of Nazareth, and condemned 
the Jews for treating him as an impostor, and putting him to 
death, without weighing the justice of his preteosions, and his 
claims of excellence and merit. 

If the accounts that obtain among themselves may be credited, 
the first place where a Karaite synagogue was established, after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, was Grand Cairo, in which city 
they have always kept up a separate community, and where, ac- 
cording to roost recent accounts, they still exist at the present 
day. The Karaite Rabbi Samuel states, in his Itinerary, that 
besides fourteen copies of the law, the Karaite synagogue at 

v>fc n*o taa^na nao ^np na tan-P irwaa "rfcan ^ni* l 
ttPK ansan -\i9 mrb nbnnn ©ana •banu' 1 n^ i&* Vs bh* 
*np» ^a •w •rotm n^nn *pi na nno -iw rfran mm &vfc«m 

* Do Stcy's Chrestomathie Arabe. Vol II. p. 17a 
ft Chraat Aimhe, p. 207. 
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Cairo jx>ssessed a great Dumber of books written by their wise^ 
tnev, vn the Arabic language. In the village of Haskiol, near' 
Constantinople, thev have long been established, and maintain 
that they 5 of such Karaites as settled there m 

the time the Great. When visited by Riotostahl, 

in 1776, their number amounted to about two hundred; but 
Th Scholtz, who was there in 1821, states their number at 
1,500. Thev were in possession of MSS. containing the He- 
brew Text of the Five Books of Moses, with the Targura of 
Onkelos, written A. D. 1240. He also found among them a 
Tartar version, 1 ^ all probability a copy of that in use among 
the Crimean Karaites, and of which a particular account will be 
given at the close of this chapter ; but, according to earlier ac- 
4duots, the translation in common use among them is in the ver- 
nacular Greek, 9 and is doubtless the same that was printed in 
tm Con$tantinopolitan Polvglott, in the year 1547. According 
tbai fetter addressed to Hottinger,* by Professor Legerus of 
Gpnet'a, there existed, about the year 1049, in' Poland, 2,000 
Karaites; in Constantinople, 70; in Theodosia, 1,200; in 
Ca?ft>,300; in Damascus, 200 ; in Jerusalem, 30 ; in Baby- 
bbia, 100 ; and in Persia, 600. At the present day, they are 
frond in different parts of Russia, Poland, Lithuania, Austria, 
life Caucasus, Turkey, Egypt, Abyssinia, India, and the Holy 
Edmtf ; but their numbers have not been ascertained. 
*"' * As has already been observed, the principal point of differ- 
ence between them and the Rabbinists, or Pharisaical Jews, 
consists in their rejection of the oral law, and their rigid appeal 
to the text of Scripture as the exclusive and only infallible 
source and test of religious truth. It is on this account that 
they are called Karaites, 4 or Scripturists, which name they 
glory in, as clearly and honourably expressive of the fundamen- 

r 1 Michaelis' Orient and Exeget. Bibl. xv. pp. 92, 93. 

9 Tela Ign. Satanae, p. 596. 

9 Tbesaur. Philol. p. 583. Compare Rabbi Benjamin's Itinerary; 
according to which, that author found at Constantinople above 500 
Karaim ; at Askalon, 40 ; at Damascus, 200. He travelled about the 
middle of the twelfth century. 

4 t^&np, Karaim, from *np, Kara, " Scripture." They are al- 
so frequently called *Op» ^n, bene mikra, $<m$ of the test) and 
M^pti n bW, bcudd-mikra, masters or possessors of the text. 

Vol. IV. No. 10. 86 
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ta) peculiarity or their creed, though, in all probability, as is the 
case with the epithets by which most sects and systems of opt- 
ions have been characterized, k was given them at first by their 
enemies. The reader will greatly err, however, if be supposes 
that, in their zeal for the exclusive authority of the Scriptures, 
the Karaites carry their enmity to the Talmud and other Jewish 
writings so far as never to consult them, or have tbem in their 
possession. This is by no means the case. On our visit to the 
principal Rabbi in Djvfut Kali, we found some of the ponder- 
ous volumes in his library ; and the answer he gave to our ex- 
pression of surprise was singularly characteristic of the modera- 
tion and good sense of the sect in general : — " We do not admit 
that the Talmud has any binding authority over our consciences, 
and there are many things in it which we cannot approve ; but 
should we on this account reject what is good in it, and not avail 
ourselves of such statements as are consonant with the text of 
Scripture?" 

Another remarkable point of disagreement between the two 
sects, is their different methods of interpreting Scripture. While 
the Talmudist chiefly applies the cabbalistical art to bring out 
recondite and mysterious meanings from tbe sacred text, the 
Karaite maintains that the Scripture is its own interpreter, and 
that the sense of a passage is to be determined by the grammat- 
ical meaning of the words, the scope and connexion, and a com- 
parison of parallel passages. 

The necessary consequence of this close attachment to tbe letter 
of tbe law is visible, in various ways, both in their personal coo- 
duct, and in their ritual observances. For example : it is coa>- 
manded in the law of Moses, "Ye shall kindle no fire through- 
out your habitations on the Sabbath day," Exod. xxxv. 3; yet 
every traveller roust be struck, on entering a Polish village during 
the night of the Jewish Sabbath, to find it completely illumina- 
ted by the profusion of candles that are burning in tbe houses of 
the Jews, all of which have been lighted a few minutes before 
the Sabbath commenced ; and as to the keeping up of fires, ev- 
ery difficulty is removed by laying tbe emphasis on the word 
Mow, concluding, that it is not unlawful for tbe Jews to get Chris- 
tian servants to do these offices for them. In the houses of the 
Karaim, on the contrary, you will neither see a candle nor fire, 
from sunset on Friday evening till the same time the evening fol- 
lowing. They eat nothing but cold meat during tbe whole of 
this period. The only instance of evasion on their part that I 
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have beard of, is their leaning over the window to light and smoke 
their pipes ; but my information was from a Rabbinist, and is 
therefore to be suspected. 

The Karaira also sanctify the Sabbath by rigid abstinence and 
a close application of the mind to the duties of religion. At Dju- 
fut Kali j the gates of the fort are shut at sunset on .Friday even- 
ing, and never on any occasion, opened till sunset on the even- 
ing of the Sabbath, in strict conformity with the ordinance Neb. 
xiii. 19. This was one of the privileges conceded to them by 
the Khans of the Crimea. The Rabbinists, on the contrary, in 
direct violation of isa. tviii. 13, " If thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath — from doing thy pleasure on my holy day," convert 
it into a season of carnal delight, making it a day of feasting, 
conviviality , and sensual enjoyment. 

The Karaim are free from many of the superstitions, to be 
found among the Jews in general, such as the transmigration of 
souls, the power of talismans, etc. and, as might naturally be 
expected from their principles, the standard and tone of mor- 
als which their general deportment exhibits is quite of a differ- 
ent stamp from those of the Rabbinists. in their persons they 
are tidy ; their domestic discipline and arrangements are correct 
and exemplary ; and their dealings with others are characterized 
by probity and integrity. It is one of their favourite maxims, 
that " Those things which a man is not willing to receive him- 
self, it is not right for him to do to his brethren," * — a maxim 
literally corresponding with that which our Lord pronounces to 
be the sum of what the law and prophets taught as the duty of 
man to man, Matt. vii. 12. How far the Karaim act up to this 
principle, may be ascertained by the fact, that they are univer- 
sally respected by all who know them ; and I never heard any 
person speak ill of them, except he was a bigoted adherent of 
the Talmud. In the south of Russia, where they are best known, 
their conduct is proverbial ; and I cannot place it in a stronger 
light than by recording the testimony borne to it by a Polish 
gentleman in Dubno, who informed me that, while the other 
Jews resident in Lutsk are continually engaged in suits at law, 
and require the utmost vigilance on the part of the police, there 
is not on record a single instance of prosecution against the Ka- 

1 ? ' .vrofc 
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ra*tm for die space of several hundred years, during which thfcj 
bate beten settled in that place ! 

By the Rnbbinists they are held in perfect abhorrence. Eis- 
enmengcr relates l that he was eye-witness of this in Frankfort 
on the* Mainfe, where he found a Karaite in the Jews' street, to 
whom they had been kind at first, talcing him to be of their own 
sect; but the moment they discovered that he was one of the 
" Sons of the Text," they hissed him out of the street with con- 
tempt. In the time of Rabbi Benjamin, 9 there existed a literal 
wall of separation between them in Constantinople ; and I was 
struck, when visiting them at Lutsk, to find that they lived m a 
separate quarter of the town, altogether distinct from the other 
Jews, who never spoke of them without Contumely; and they 
even declared, that if they saw a Christian in danger of being 
drowned, it would be their duly to make a bridge oft Karaite 
in order rescue him. In short, they carry their enmity to such 
a pitch, that they will not receive a Karaite into their commun- 
ion until be has previously made a profession of the Mohamme- 
dan or Christian faith. 

The Karaim, on the contrary, though they execrate the tra- 
ditions of the Rabbinists, never speak of their persons with <xhh 
tempt, but commonly give them the fraternal appellation 
ea*Win irrot, 4f our brethren, the Rabbinists." 

It may not be amiss, in this place, to furnish the reader with 
some account of the mode of public worship in use among the 
Karaim, an opportunity of observing which was presented, oa 
my visit to their synagogue in the town of Lvtsk. 

Tliis visit took place on the day of Pentecost, 1821. The 
synagogue, which is situated in the back part of the town, is a 
square wooden building, capable of containing about two hun- 
dred people. The entrance is from the east, and leads imme- 
diately into the outer court, which is appropriated to the use of 
the females, and is divided from the rest of the synagogue by a 
thin partition, in which is a chink to admit of hearing and ob- 
serving what is transacted within. Directly in front of the en- 
trance, and fixed to the western wall, is the Ark of the Covenant, 
containing the book of the law, the front of which is covered 

1 Entdecktes Judenthutn, Vol. I. p. 305. 

ft narna ta^^n ■nTOin an© ea^aann 'fw tarrom— 

Uiner.ed.Elz.p. 28. 
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with a veil about eight feet id length by two and* -half io breadth. 
Besides this veil are two smaller, one on etch side, covering the 
prayer-books and other things requisite for the use of the officiat- 
ing Rabbi. Close to the ark is a small reading-desk, some* 
what in the shape of a music-stand, where the Levke, *r minis* 
ter, assists at certain parts of the service ; and in front, near the 
middle of the synagogue, stands a square table, painted blue, and 
adorned with two coverlets, one of woollen stuff of various col- 
ours, and the other of silk richly embroidered and ornamented. 
On each side of this table stands a large candlestick, with seven 
branches, filled with wax candles ; and, at different distances, 
round the synagogue, stand a number of reading-desks, each of 
which has a box containing such books as are used in the time 
of service. 

Instead of the larger and smaller Talith (rpfeo), or white 
woollen garments, which the other Jews put on when tbey go in- 
to the synagogue, the Karaite use two long belts of woollen stuff, 
which are thrown over the shoulders, and joined behind by a 
square piece of the same material, which is more or less orna- 
mented according to the circumstances of the owner. To the 
comers of this piece are attached the Tzitziih (rPirct), or 
long fringes, or ornamented strings, which the wearer puts to- 
gether at different parts of the service, especially before the read- 
ing of the law, and, having kissed them, places them upon his 
eyes, as a sign that the divine commandments, of which these 
strings are symbolical, are the only medium of light to the mind. 
The custom is founded on Numbers xv. 38 — 40. 

The Rabbi was dressed in a long robe of black silk, over 
which a large white Talith was thrown, which covered his head, 
and hung down nearly to the bottom of his robe. The prevail- 
ing dress of the people was a long blue top coat, lined with lamb- 
skin, and large lambskin caps, in the Tartar manner. 

The service of the day had commenced before I went, so that 
I found them already advanced to the reading of different parts 
of the Scriptures. I am not aware that it is known among Chris- 
tians, but it is certainly deserving of notice, that the celebrated 
prophecy, quoted by the Apostle Peter, on the day of Pentecost, 
from the prophet Joel, chapter ii. 28—32, forms a part of the 
Pentacostal service of the Karaite Jews. Such, however, is the 
fact, and may we not conclude, from the pertinacity with which 
this ancient sect adhere to their primitive institutions, that the 
same coincidence took place in the Apostolic age ; that, in th* 
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divine prescience, those who s el e ct ed the Hapotorabs or aectisns 
from the prophets to be read, in the synagogues, were directed 
to choose this passage from Joel for the particular feast on which 
it was to receive its proper and remarkable accomplishment ; 
and, that the Apostle Peter, in quoting the lesson for the day, 
had recourse to one of the most powerful arguments which he 
could possibly have used, in order to convince a Jew of the di- 
vine nature of the transactions exhibited on that stupendous oc- 
casion? 

Nearly two hours were spent in repeating prayers, aad read- 
ing passages out of the Psalms and the Prophets, in all of which 
the congregation took a greater share than the Rabbi, who, at 
certain intervals fell down on his knees, and bowed with his face to 
the ground. At length that pert of the service commenced, 
which is preparatory to the manifestation of the law. It consisted 
chiefly in prayers, which were repeated with uncommon) earnest- 
ness ; the congregation lifting up their hands, sad elevating their 
voice, while, at regular intervals, the words, " Hear, O Israel, 
Jehovah our Ebhira is one Jehovah," were repeated with much 
solemnity. The Ark was then opened, and the law brought 
out with great reverence, and placed endwise upon the table of 
testimony. The upper end of the roll was ornamented with a 
crown, on the top of wbjch was in6xed a precious stone, and at 
different distances hung small silver tablets, the gifts of zealous 
members of the congregation. The numerous wrappings were 
no sooner taken off, than the worshippers pressed forward to kiss 
them ; after which, a deputation of three little boys came in 
from the outer court, and receiving them into their extended 
arms, conveyed them out to the females, who also kissed then 
and placed them on their eyes, in the same manner as the men 
had done. 

The law was now laid flat on the table, and the minister ad- 
dressed the officiating priest in the following words : 

" Tliou, therefore, my father, O Priest, the crown of my homd, 
give ghry to the law, and approach to read in the book ofthelaw: 
approach with reverence. 

On which the congregation repeated, in Hebrew, the divine 
promise to Phinehas : " And it shall be to him and his seed tat- 
ter Aim, a covenant of everlasting priesthood ; because he trot 
zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of 
brad,'* Numb. xxv. 13 ; and in Chaldee: "And the children 
of Israel, the priests > and the Levitts, and the rest cfthe children 
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of ike captivity, kept the dedication of the home of God with 
Joy," Ezra vi. 16. 

Having repeated certain introductory sentences from the 11 9th 
Psalm, the Rabbi began the lesson : " In the third month of the 
exodus of the children of Israel from the land of Egypt," etc* 
Exod. xix. 1. 

When he had finished this portion, he quoted the words: 
" Blessed be Jehovah God, the Godof Israel, etc. Psalm Ixxii. 
18, 19, and the minister, turning to a young man that was stand- 
ing by, said : 

"And thou, my brother, O Levite, give glory to the law, and 
approach to read in the book of the low; approach with reverence." 

To which the congregation gave in response : 

" And to Levi he said: Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be 
with thy Holy One, whom thou didst prove at Massah,and with 
whom thou didst strive at the waters ofMeribah" 

The Levite then came forward and repeated several passages 
from the Psalms, Job, and the book of Proverbs, and read sev- 
eral verses of the lesson, concluding wkh the words: u Blessed 
be Jehovah God, the Godof Israel ; and blessed be his glorious 
name for ever" 

The rest of the lesson was read by certain individuals from 
the congregation, who were in like manner summoned in turn 
by the minister, with the words : 

41 And thou, my brother, O Israelite, give glory to the law, 
and approach to read in the book of the law; approach %eiik 
reverence • 

Having read to the commencement of Exodus xx, the whole 
congregation stood some time in silence, till the Rabbi began to 
repeat, in Hebrew, the ten commandments, which the congre- 
gation immediately repeated after him in Tartar, each com- 
mandment apart. The concluding part of the chapter was then 
read ; and after a general ascription of glory to the Supreme 
Lawgiver, during which the law was rolled up and replaced in 
the Ark, the minister turned to one of the people and addressed 
him thus : 

" And thou, my son, O Dismisser} give glory to the law, 
and approach to read the lesson ; approach with reverence" 

To which the congregation replied : 

1 *VBD&, Maphtir—ao called because he finishes the lesson previ- 
ous to the dismission of the congregation. 
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" Hetr, av too, tb* instruction of thy fcther ; and forsake 
WX the law of thy mother. Hear, O my son, and receive my 
sayings; and the years of thy life shall be many." 

This Maphiir was a fine-looking boy, about thirteen years of 
age, who read the prayer of Habbakuk in Hebrew, with a pa- 
thos and beauty which quite astonished me. 

The strvice ended with the repetition of a long metrical 
prayer; on which the congregation after a few silent aspirations, 
retired to the outer court where they bad left their shoes, and 
went away with great decorum. 

Hating addressed one of the Karaim who stood next to me, 
in Turkish, his countenance which bad formerly expressed sur- 
prise at my looking over the service-book, now brightened up as 
if he had discovered a brother ; and, after exchanging a few 
sentences, he introduced me to the Rabbi, who kindly invited 
me to visit him at bis house in the afternoon. I accordingly 
went at the time appointed, and found bis room filled with Karaites 
of both sexes, who had assembled to listen to oar conversation. 
He gave me a hearty " Come in peace ; " and, without reserve, 
entered into an explanation of the peculiar dogmas of their faith. 
Instead of manifesting that disquietude which generally seises 
the mind of a Rabbinist, the moment the subject of the Messiah 
is introduced, my host discovered no alarm, but assured me that 
he is the object of their daily expectation. Such passages as I 
quoted from the Old Testament he explained much in the same 
way as the more ancient of the Jewish Rabbins, and appeared to 
have little or no knowledge of the numerous subterfuges to which 
the modern Talmudists have recourse in controversy with Chris- 
tians. On my referring to the Hebrew New Testament, a copy 
of which I intended to present to him, he rose and produced one 
from his library, which bore evident marks of haying been read, 
and which he banded to the people to read without any reluc- 
tance* " They had read,' 9 he said, " the accounts it contained 
respecting Jesus of Nazareth ; but they were not convinced 
that be was the Messiah promised to the fathers." 

It was peculiarly interesting to behold a company of the seed 
of Abraham, listening with deep attention to the discussion of 
that important subject which their law typified, their prophets 
predicted, their poets sang, and all the ancient worthies of their 
nation realised by a believing anticipation ; and as I left them, 
ray prayers ascended on their behalf, that as on that blessed day 
the effusion of the Holy Spirit effected the conversion of three 
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thousand souls, for a wave oflfefttfg of first fltths 16 the Lord— so 
the general ingathering might speedily commence, and all Israel 
be saved with an everlasting salvation. 

That the Karaim of Poland and the Crimea possessed a Tar- 
gum, or version of the Old Testament in a Tartar dialect, has 
long been known to the literary world. Gustavus Peringer not 
only notices it, but gives a specimen of its manner, consisting of 
the three first verses of Genesis, in his epistle relative to the af- 
fairs of the Karaim in Lithuania, inserted in Tenzel's Monthly 
Accounts, 1691. From this souree Wolf derived his infor- 
mation respecting it, which is contained in the fourth volume of his 
Bibliotbecae Hebraeae, page 167. It is also referred to by the 
Swedish traveller, Biornstahl, in his account of the Karaim in- 
habiting the village of Haskiffl, near Constantinople, where be 
was shown a cdpy of the Pentateuch in the year 1776.1 

Of this version a copy was purchased for the sum of 200 ru- 
bles by Dr. Pinkerton, on his visit to Djufut-KalS, in the year 
J 8 16, who forwarded it to Petersburgh with a view to its being 
printed along with the translation of the New Testament made 
by the Missionaries at Karass. It was, however, deemed ad- 
visable by the Committee of the Russian Bible Society, that ore- 
vious to their undertaking a work of such magnitude, the MS, 
should be forwarded to Astrakhan, to be examined by the Mis- 
sionaries resident in that city. It was accordingly submitted to 
their judgment, and, on its being found to exhibit a dialect of the 
Tartar very different from any with which they were acquainted, 
the idea of associating the version with that of the New Testa- 
ment executed at Karass, was entirely abandoned, and it was 
resolved, that an edition of the Book of Genesis, with such al- 
terations as the Missionaries might deem proper, should be print- 
ed by way of trial. 

The MS. is neatly written in the Rabbinical character, with 
the addition of certain marks and points in connexion with some 
of the letters, in order to make them suit the Tartar alphabet. 

It bas been affirmed, that the dialect in which this MS. is 
written, constitutes what has been termed Djagatai, or as the 
Tartars pronounce it, Shagaltai ; but the assertion is purely hy- 
pothetical, and in perfect contradiction to the united testimony 
of history and experience. The name Djagatai is evidently 

1 Micfcaelis' Orient u. Exeget. Bibliothek. xv. Theil. $> 98. 
Vol. IV. No. 16. 87 
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derived from one of the sons of Djingis-Khan, who, on the death 
of his father, obtained, as his share of the Tartar empire, the 
countries east of the Caspian, known by the names of Transox- 
iana, Ugoria, Kashgar, Bedaksban, Bukharia, and Balk, and 
which, by some geographers, have been comprised under the 
general name of Zagatai ; but there never appears to have existed 
a people to whom this name was exclusively appropriated. 
Were it a fact that the dialect of the MS. ever formed the lan- 
guage of any nation or tribe to the east of the Caspian, or in 
central Asia, it would throw great light on die question relative 
to the ten tribes, as it is incontrovertible that none but Jews ever 
spoke any such language. The words, indeed, in general, are 
not Hebrew ; but every thing else is. Not only is the same or- 
der of the words retained which exists in the original, but every 
idiom and grammatical form ; and every particle of the Hebrew 
is so rigidly expressed, that with little trouble, the whole might 
be rendered back again into Hebrew, so as to furnish an exact 
copy of the exemplar from which it was made. Indeed, its 
servility is such, that, besides now and then suggesting a proper 
Tartar word to a translator, it is of no practical use whatever — 
the Tartar and Hebrew languages differing so entirely in their 
structure and conformation. It is accordingly found that, 
though portions of it have been transcribed into Arabic charac- 
ters, it still remains a sealed book to every Tartar or Turk into 
whose hands it is put. And even Jews from the west of the 
Caspian, who speak the Tartar as their vernacular language, are 
not able to make out its meaning, not being acquainted with the 
Hebrew — a circumstance which makes it evident that no person 
who is not conversant with the original language of the Old Tes- 
tament can possibly understand it. 

It is therefore only in a critical point of view that the Karaite 
MS. can be considered as possessing any value. The rigidity 
with the which sect, for whose use it was made, profess to adhere 
to the text of Scripture, naturally leads to the conclusion, that it 
will be found faithfully to exhibit the readings of the manuscript 
from which it was taken. But even here our expectations are 
only partially met. For it turns out, on examination, that the 
translation is not independent, or constructed on any principles 
of interpretation peculiar to the Karaite school ; but that the 
translator has not unfrequently followed the Cbaldee Targums, 
and those renderings which are to be met with in the Rabbini- 
cal commentaries. 
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Art. HI. On the alleged discrepanct between James 
II. 14 — 26, and Paul's doctrine op justification by 

FAITH. 



By Chariot Frommann, Cand. of Thaol. in Coburg. Translated from the German. 
By D. Fotdick Jr. of the Theol. Sem. Andover. 

i 

From a very early period it has been frequently remarked, 
that tbe purport of James 2 : 14 — 26, in which a justifying pow- 
er b attributed to the works of men and not to faith alone, ap- 
pears to stand in direct opposition to Paul's doctrine respecting 
jvsiijicdtion by faiths so strongly enforced by bico, particularly 
in the Epistles to tbe Romans and Galatians. It was this ap- 
pearance, more especially, which cast suspicion even in tbe an- 
cient church upon the genuineness of the Epistle of James ; 
which has ever occasioned highly unfavourable opinions in re- 
gard to it; and which also led Luther to pass upon it the well 
Known severe sentence in bis Preface to the Epistles of James 
and Jude. At all periods, however, tbe attempt has been, 
made to remove, or at least soften down, tbe discrepancy between, 
the two apostles; 1 and recently, through the influence of Knapp, 
and Neander in particular, 9 tbe opinion has become almost uni*. 

i In the ancient church compare the words of Augustine, for ex- 
ample ; Quaest. Octog. Trium. Quaest. LXXVI. "Quapropter nonr 
sunt sibi contrariae duorum apostolorum sententiae, Pauli et Jacobi* 
quum dicit unus, justificari hominem per fidem sine operibus, et alius 
dicit, inanem esse fidem sine operibus ; quia ille dicet de operibus, 
quae fidem praecedunt, iste de iis quae fidem sequuntur ; sicut etiam 
ipse Paulus multis locis ostendit." So, too, the Conf. Hdv. post. c. 
XV, "Jacobus loquitur de fide inani et mortua, quam quidam jacta- 
bant ; ita ille dixit, opera justificare, non contradicens apoatolo, alioquin 
rqiciendua, sed ostendens, Abraham vivam et justificantem fidem per 
opera declaravisse." 

* See Knapp, u De dispari formula loquendi, qua Christus, Paulus 
atque Jacobus de fide et factis disserentes usi sunt," contained in his 
Scripta varii argum. p. 413; and Neander : u Paulus und Jakobus, die 
Einbeit des evangelishchen GJaubens in verschiedenen Formen," in 
his u Kleine Gelegeiiheitschriften." [Translated in the Bibl. Repos. 
III. p. 189 sq.] 
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word by the readers of tha Epis^— -E»&a#a* is har*ernptaye*i 
with its usual pregpant meaning, according*© which it sigoir, 
fies 4 to obtain eternal life, the eternal happiness pnxpsed us by 
Christ.' 

In v. IS— 17 the apostle presents an example in support of 
his position, by which to show that fekh without works, such as 
that which the readers of his Epistle were wont to boast, wast- 
ed true life in itself, and therefore could not vivify and . save 
mankind. As the simple assurance of one's compassion towards 
those in distress, without actual alleviation of their necessities, is 
but a tissue of vain, unmeaning, inoperative words, so (v. 17) 
faith without works is dead in itself, i. e» is perfectly empty and 
MBoe, has no life in keelf, and can therefore impart no saving 
efficacy* 

In ?. 18-~£3 r James uses the form of a dialogue ; for with 
the wards «M' igu **?, * but some- oqe may justly say* he in* 
trodtlces a person defending real faith in Us sense of the word 
against a hypocrite* such as we have described above* ^ This 
dialogue is perceptible from the forms in the singular, ov *£*«£ 
v. 1 8, av nutuvHS v« J 9, #&«? v. 20, filmug v. 22 ; while in v. 
24, the plural form recurs, opart. 

The speaker first reminds those hypocrites, v. IS, that they 
could hever convince any one of the reality of their faith by 
bossttng of it, so long as they exhibited no works ; because a 
dead faith, as such, can have no existence to others, being want* 
mg entirely in a criterion from which its existence may be in- 
ferred 9 while on the contrary, a real, active faith may be known 
directly from the works which proceed from it.— -But supposing, 
he continues, you really have the faith in religious truths which 
you pretend and avow with your lips, and yet do not permit it to 
have any influence over your life, but, on the contrary, lead a die* 
solute and disreputable life, yon can reap no advantage from it, 
since you cannot obtain eternal life by it. Mn dirrazcu n rata* 
eajom vfiik v. 14.— This the apostle illustrates, v. 1 9, by a very 
apt example, vie* Even the devils believe m the truth, that 
there is one God ; but instead of securing eternal life, they rath* 
er live ia constant terror and misery , because they do not live 
in conformity with this belief. 

In v. 20 lames prepares to demonstrate his position that faith 
without works has no power unto salvation, in a manner which 
would be peculiarly forcible to Jewish Christians.'— The epithet, 
wo*, seems to refer to that ostentatious boasting which, however 
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roach it amy aaayaae, is redly eoapty and van. Cotopt 1 Qwr. 
13: l.~-Ni*f* has here a somewhat different sense Aon*;***** 
«a#* /at*** to v. 17. What is Acd bo longer exists «* lW 
which it once too*, and so far is a nonentity, b this sense it was 
said before of faith without works, that it was dead in itself. 
What is dead, too, is no longer capable of exercising the func- 
tions which it once exercised, and is therefore inactive, uuffico- 
cunu. In this sense particularly, is it used here, ' faith without 
works b dead.' Now as the effect of true faith is said to he 
eternal salvation, this is equivalent to saying, 'faith without 
works cannot procure a man eternal salvation '—oil ^wwo* om~ 
am at/rov, v. 14. 

This point the apostle aims to prove by the example of 
Abraham, v. 21 — 23. We have here the expressions imtur 
ova&a* v. 21, and from the Septuagiot version iXoyk&ntk &- 
xatoovirtjp, v. 23. An inquiry arises what relation these beer to 
the word aa»£t00«* used before ? James himself explains these 
expressions in v. 23, by adding, %cu fttw &eov iiUii&q. Hence* 
an jiv&Qwxo$ dinaw&cle is, according to him, one who has 
gained the favour of God, who thus stands in a right relation to 
God, and is capable of being saved, amtto&ai. 4**a*ouo&u*'m 
therefore the antecedent of emba&a*, and is related to it as the mo- 
ving cause is to the consequence. It is then of no essential im- 
portance that James uses these words interchangeably.-— He 
now proceeds to show that even Abraham, although b Geew 
16:6 it is said that bis faith was counted to bim for righteous- 
ness, was yet justified on account of his works. The course he 
takes to prove this is the following. He first, v. 21, introduces 
the position to be proved, viz. that Abraham was justified by Us 
works, and this because be showed himself ready to sacrifipehit 
son, as had been enjoined upon bim, the son upon whom rested the 
divine promise of a numerous posterity. Hence it appears, v. 32, 
that the faith of Abraham was an active operative faith, and conse- 
quently not y*x?a, since it exhibited itself in works and wrought 
with his works, on r\ ntatig ovrrjQyt* xolg !jp/o«£ avtov, and that 
it was a true and perfect faith, and not venga na& iav*q* 9 be- 
cause it consisted of the two parts, feeling and action, or* Ik rem 
ipyan *j jtlatig irtiUtaidty Thus the true niorte (in the sense of 
James) consists of two parts, the nlattg in the stricter sense* 
such as was boasted by the readers of the Epistle, the firm, in- 
ternal conviction of divine truth ; and the tjpya, as the necessary 
complement of the proper idot$g. In Abraham both were 
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united? he possessed true, perfect faith. Consequently, James 
means to say, the position in v. 21 does not at tit contradict 
Scripture, (ncd tnirjpatihi r\ 790917 *• 23,) whioh makes Abra- 
ham's justification. to deoend won bis faith. For it there speaks 
of true ftMM^ »» *"<* ty *QY*- The 

apostle's cpl pS : 1 ^S V m A»* f * fi^t^^^^E^ wou ' c * ron * w : Scrip- 
ture makes !(jn«r ; "}^v ^ i ^iiSjfflf lin to depend opon his faitn. 
Now the faun or AoraHttm way iTperfect and efficacious faith, 
inasmuch as it exhibited itself by works. Hence k is not aoti- 
scriptoral to maintain that Abraham was justified by his works $ 
since it was these which proved bis faith to be sincere. Conse- 
quently, (concludes James in v. 24, where he again speaks in 
his own person,) a man is justified by his works, and not by a 
mere feeling of faith. 

la confirmation of this position the apostle further cites, in v. 
26} the example of the harlot Rahab. It is related in Josh. 2 : 
1 sq; and 6: 17 sq. that the harlot Rahab, having harboured the 
spies sent by Joshua before tbe siege of Jericho, and preserved 
them from the search of the king of Jericho, and aided them in 
their escape, from the conviction that the Israelites, in whom 
God had so often and so miraculously glorified himself, would 
take the city, was pardoned by Joshua for this important service, 
and^pared with her whole family in tbe general destruction of 
the city. Rabab also, James means to say, would not have been 
delivered at tbe destruction of Jericho, bad her faith that God 
woaM give the city into tbe hands of tbe Israelites been a dead 
faith, had it not been active in tbe harbouring and subsequent 
safe dismission of the Israelitisb spies. 

In conclusion there follows, v. 26, a comparison : "As the body 
without the soul is dead, so also is faith without works." A faith 
that wants tbe internal moving principle which produces works 
is no faith at all — is nothing : just as a soulless body which like- 
wise has no life in it, is also nothing. 

Ob the other hand, Paul maintains in many passages that it 
i* not by works man is justified before God, but by faith in Je- 
sns Christ, (see Rom. 3 : 20, 21, 28. Gal. 2 : 16,) on account 
of which God of his mercy grants us salvation, not because of our 
merits, Epb. 2 : 8, 9. Abraham also was justified before God 
not on account of his desert, but from the free motion of divine 
grace, which he obtained by his faith, as the Scriptures declare. 
Gen. 16: 6. See Rom. 4: 1 sq. Gal. 3: 6 sq. 
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ges and expressions bave been discovered, 1 and that the disci- 
ples of James in Autioch, generally appear as, the opposers of 
Paul's principles, Gal. 2 : 12—1 6. 9 

Yet all these appearances may be satisfactorily explained, 
without the necessity of supposing an intentional direct refer- 
ence to Paul on the part ot James. That James was in fact 
acquainted with Paul s Epistles, and intended to combat them 
in his own Epistle, is a position which it would be difficult 
to defend. For, although sometimes, as is clear from Cot* 4 ; 
16 and 1 Tbess. 5 : 27, the Epistles of Paul were communi- 
cated to all die members of the church and even to other church- 
es ; yet the circumstance that Paul in these passages desires a 
more extended communication of bis letter, and the manner in 
which he requests it, show that this was not customary ; so that 
it is'not easy to conceive bow James, who was constantly resi- 
dent in Jerusalem, could have obtained a sight of these Epistles 
of the apostle of the Gentiles. In speaking, therefore, of a po- 
lemical reference on the part bf James to the doctrines of Paul, 
we are to understand by them the peculiar doctrines of the apos- 
tle which he taught orally in bis apostolical labours, and with 
which James might very easily have become acquainted. — But 
even in this sense the supposition of a direct controversy between 
the two apostles, will prove to be by no means necessary ; as we 
shall attempt to show by a particular examination of the reasons 
adduced in support of it. 

As to the circumstance that the two apostles concur in appealing 
to the example of Abraham, it will not appear surprising, if it be 
considered with what national pride the Jews regarded their an- 
cestor, and that they were wont in all cases to refer to Abraham 
as their model. And it was precisely his inflexible con6dence 
in God, and his religious life, referred to by both Paul and James, 
for which he was elsewhere also extolled among the Jews.. 
This pre-eminence of Abraham is celebrated in Heb. 11:8; and 
also in Ecclus. 44 : 20, where it is said : JEbrcrijp^aerf^/fy*- 
dp) vofiov vxpiozov, nai iyivexo iv diaOyxri ftn avtov, nal iv 
oagxl avjov iarrjat dutdrjxij*, *a) iv nttgaafitf ivgt&ri motog. 

1 See Pott's Prolegg. in Epp. Cathol. p. 9a Hug's Einleil. ins A". 
T. Th. II. p. 514. 3d. ed. Scbott'f hagoge Hist. CrU. in libros A*. T. 
{ 91. note 20. 

9 Comp. Aogusti's Version of the eafh. Epp. v>iih Excursus and 
introductory Essays, and De Wette's EinUU. ins A*. T. p. 317, 2d ed. 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 88 
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Thus loo the dying Mattathias, 1 Mace. 2 : 62, pointed his soot 
to the example of Abraham with the words :_ *Apg*Mp aij^ » 
napaoficp ivgi&tj maris xal iXofia&ti avttf tig dtnatoavinpi 
Lastly Abraham is thus represented as a hem of faith by Phio 
the Alexandrian, in his work : Qnis rerum divinanm hsertsf 
p. 493. Ed. Frankfort. 

The citation of the example of Rabab seems more to imply 
a reference to the Epistle to the Hebrews, and thus kidireedy to 
the doctrines of Paul. The question here arises, Whence this 
strange and far-fetched example? How comes it that the apos- 
tle should present so equivocal a person as a pattern of actwe 
faith, worthy of imitation ? De Wette says : This example u 
so remarkable, that its citation by James cannot be accounted 
for without supposing him to have borrowed it from tbe Enisrie 
to the Hebrews, or possibly from tbe oral discourses of Paot; in 
which, however, if it occurred there at all, it must have been de- 
rived from the Epistle to tbe Hebrews. 

But a great deal may, nevertheless, be urged against this 
opinion. In the first place, it is clear from the nature of tbe case 
that the story of Rahab must have had at that time among tbe 
Jews a certain degree of celebrity. Otherwise, bow should 
James have mentioned it in connexion with tbe universally known 
story of Abraham ? How could he, to accomplish his object, 
appeal to an example which was obscure and known only to a 
few ? If it be assumed that the story of Rahab first obtained 
this celebrity by means of the epistle to Hebrews, it is then ta- 
ken for granted that the Epistle to the Hebrews was composed 
a considerable time before the Epistle of James. Otherwise, 
the example of Rahab could not have obtained extensive celeb- 
rity in the course of oral instruction, nor have been adopted in 
the epistle of James. This however is a supposition which stands 
» very much in need of strict proof. 

But, granting that the composition of tbe Epistle to the He- 
brews did precede, by a considerable period, that of tbe Epistle of 
James, little is gained by the admission. We can hardly dis- 
cern, indeed, any occasion why James should cite this example 
after the author of the Epistle to tbe Hebrews. If he desired to 
*bow tbe accordance of his own doctrine with tbe purport of the 
passage in the Epistle to tbe Hebrews, this example could do 
no such thing, because the word faith is used in a different signifi- 
cation, denoting a conviction of tbe reality of things beyond tbe 
rentes ; fwbtle in the Epistle of James that faith is epoken of which 
is the internal vivifying principle' of the Christian. If ht desired 
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bjr citing this example to controvert the author of tbe Epistle to 
the Hebrews, be failed entirely ; for even the latter speaks of an 
operative faith, adducing (v. 31) as proof of Rabab's faith, that 
she received tbe 6pies of tbe Israelites with peace. 

And then tbe question may be justly put : Why did James 
select from tbe passage in Hebrews just this unfamiliar and sin* 
gular example, while it afforded him so many which are familiar 
and wholly to the point ? No other reason can be assigned than 
the same which must have induced the author of tbe Epistle to 
the Hebrews to cite it, viz. that it seemed well adapted to his 
purpose ; and thus it would be no more strange in the case of James, 
that he should have fallen upon this example of Rahab, than it is 
io tbe case of the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

If now we may infer ftom the use which is made of the story 
of Rahab, both by tbe author of the Epistle to tbe Hebrews and 
by James, that it must have acquired a particular celebrity among 
the Jews of that day — which moreover is by no means strange 
IB respect to an important occurrence in the heroic period of 
the history of the Israelites— we cannot doubt, also, that tbe use 
of this story on the part of tbe apostle at that time, would appear 
not at all remarkable or unpleasant, as perhaps it might appear 
to us now. Comp. the commentators on Hebrews, 1. c. The 
only remaining inquiry then is, whether there be not something 
in the story itself, which makes the independent citation of it by 
James for bis purpose intelligible or probable f And certainly 
tbe apostle could hardly have adduced an example better fitted 
to show that man is justified by works, than this of the harlot 
Rahab, a Gentile, of whom no one could assert that she was 
distinguished by any remarkable faitb, and was saved on that 
account ; l as might have been objected to the example of Abra- 
ham* And this example of Rahab appears to have been cho- 
sen in contrast to that of Abraham; as is denoted, too, by the 
mode of transition, v. 25 opoiwg di xa/, these particles having 
an intensive signification, in like manner also even, or, not only 
so but even, etc. 

It remains only to speak of De Wette's remark, that James 
baa used io this passage exactly Paul's expressions: dtxaiovo&a$ 
in nfoumg, i£ tQyanr. Admitting it to be true that these expres- 
sions are peculiar to Paul, yet James may have been led to em- 

1 The author of the Epistle to the HebrewB could do this only 
from tbe general comprehensive idea wtjich he affixed to tbe w»l 
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ploy tbem here by the passage in Gen. I&56 which be ekes; 
where the Hebrew words, ttRTO nb tt}«fr£3 1 ere translated tn 
the Alexandrian version by ikopo&i mvty tig dtucu omi w*) * . 
This remark appears to be confirmed by the circumstance, that 
James does not use the expression before the mentiort of the 
example of Abraham. He uses instead, v. 14, a&oat, and io 
▼.17 and 20, t) nioric vtupa ionv, instead of saying as in tr. 
24, ov* in nfoiewe (aovov urftgomos diuaiovxai. He first uses 
the word d$na$ovp in v. 21, doubtless because the passage which 
he is about to quote, is in his mind. Nevertheless, as James 
still uses this word in speaking of Rabab, when there was no 
further occasion for it, and also connects with it the words ** 
nkfumg and i$ *(py«w, k is possible that be continues to employ 
it in v. 24 sq. as an expression fractal oorrent especially by Paul, 
and generally intelligible. And, indeed, there is nothing strange 
in this. For since Paul was regarded as the first and principal 
of the apostles, both on account of the extent of 1 his sphere of 
labour, and the great success of his exertions in the ministry, it 
was natural that the disciples and the other evangelists shaoM 
endeavour to form themselves upon his model, and use die phra- 
seology be employed ; and that there should in general arise a 
Pauline type or model of teaching, which was followed by tin 
apostles without any intention or even consciousness on their part. 
This Knapp also endeavours to render probable, I. c.p. 444. 

This observation suffices, also, to explain fully the agreement 
of several ideas and turns of expression in James with those of 
Paul, of which we have before spoken. It is in general veiy 
hazardous to refer such resemblances between two writings to a 
direct dependence of the one upon the other. In the second 
Epistle of Peter, (or whoever may have been the author,) there 
are many passages — more indeed than in the Epistle of Jarne a- ■ 
which have the greatest resemblance to passages in Paul's writ- 
ings ; and probably many other examples of the kind might ea- 
sily be found. Schott also remarks, that in this instance we are 
by no means to infer from the mutual agreement of the two 
apostles, that James intentionally imitated Paul. Isagog. I. c. 

"But we see from Gal. 2 : 1 1 — 16, that Paul blames Peter, 
and contradicts his principles, as to the obligation of the Jewish 
ceremonial law upon Gentile Christians. Now that Peter's 
sentiments were those of the persons sent by James to Anttoch 
Gal. 2 : 12, is clear, from the fact that on their arrival be 
changed his conduct towards the Gentile Christians, and on this 
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very account fell into controversy with Paul. Hence it fdlows, 
that the principles of James himself were opposed to those of 
Paul; and that it is consistent and natnral to assutrie in thfe cage 
before us a controversial relation between the two apostles/ 9 
Thus Augusti and De Wette II. cc. Now even admitting the 
soundness of these premises, yet the conclusion; that becauaa 
the principles of Paul conflicted with those of the discipttisof 
James, they were also in conflict with those of James himsttf, 
seems much too precipitate and hazardous. But much may 
also be objected to the premises. , In the first place, the question 
arises, Were the wi$ mo Vaxcu/foi/, Gal. 2:12, really disciples 
of James? This is not asserted in the expression used, con- 
sidered in itself; and it is very probable, as is observed by Wi- 
ner, in his commentary on Gah 1. c. that these «*& dno '/okoi- 
fiov belonged to the sect of the rigid Jewish Christians, who are 
mentioned in Acts 16 : 1 sq. 21 : 20 sq. and that they were the 
same whom Paul denominates Karctaxondvprsg ttjv iKtvfcgtav, 
Gal. 2 : 4. The same opinion is maintained by Knapp, (p* 46 i. 
Bibl. Repos* III. p. 218,) who explains the phrase wig ujtd 
'Jandfiov as meaning certain persons who were merely raessen* 
gers of James, or occupants of the same house with him, or 
members of the church of which James was then the head at 
Jerusalem. But although this cannot be maintained with ab- 
solute certainty, so much at least is clear, vis. that we can by no 
means infer from Gal. 2 : 12 sq. that there was any difference 
between the doctrines of Paul and Peter, or that there was an 
agreement between Peter and the messengers of James. Peter 
is not rebuked by Paul for entertaining a different opinion from 
bis own in regard to the obligation of the Mosaic ceremonial law 
upon Gentile Christians ; but because, too indulgent towards the 
weak, he bad favoured their errors and prejudices contrary to 
his own conviction^ and had thus brought a stain on his own in- 
tegrity. That Peter in his conduct had really belied his own 
conviction, and that he agreed with Paul as to thfe point in 
question, is evident from the plural form, hdottg, which Paul 
uses in his reprimand of Peter, v. 16. Besides, it is scarcely 
conceivable, that men who, in the apostolical council at Jeru- 
salem, declared so decidedly in favourof freeing the Gentiles from 
the burden of the Mosaic ceremonial law as bad Peter and Jamed, 
should have veered suddenly round to the opposite opibiom 
See Acts 16 : 6 sq. espec. v. 10, 11, 19. : ' 

The conclusion from all which has been hitherto said fc> tfofct 
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the remarkable appearance* which present themselves on com- 
paring the passage in question with the doctrine of Paul, by no 
means require the assumption of a designed reference to Pffol 
On the part of James, yea, that such a reference is not even 
probable ; but that all these appearances can be satisfactorily 
accounted for in another way. Hence, if James has in fact 
contradicted Paul, it must hare been without design and acci- 
dentally. 

This now is just our second question, viz* Whether James 
does really contradict Paul, or whether this is only apparently 
the case ? We may now attempt to answer this question with 
freedom, without incurring the reproach of following a precon- 
ceived opinion; since we have shown by the previous in- 
vestigation, that no scientific difficulty can any further lie m 
our way. 

But theVe is certainly also a positive reason, why we should 
endeavour to harmonize the doctrines of the two apostles. For 
if James, in opposition to Paul, made the justification of roan to 
depend on his works alone, 1 be would assert what, a£ De Wette 
rightly remarks, would be utterly false and dangerous to good 
morals ; because the works of men can never constitute a claim 
to the divine favour, and because such a position would give sup- 
port to every species of hypocrisy. The controversy of Janbes 
with Paul, therefore, would be a total failure, and so unworthy 
of an apostle that, with De Wette, 2 we might reasonably doubt, 
whether James were really the author of the Epistle current un- 
der his name. This doubt would vanish, and James, who 
throughout the rest of the Epistle exhibits himself as so enlight- 
ened and so thoroughly imbued with the Christian spirit, would 
be exempted from the suspicion of a gross absurdity, if it can 
be shown that the discrepancy between bira and Paul is only 
apparent. 

In order to prove this, two principal methods' have been 
adopted. The first is, to argue that the three words nlang, itr 
Kutoovvrj, tgya, have an entirely different signification with 
James, from that which they have with Paul. JTforte, it is 



1 That James does not, aaDe Wette asserts, contradict the i 
of Paul hi making the juatificatioo of men dependent upon wotfcssad 
Jahh together, is shown hereafter. 

8 Einleit in'e N. Test p. 317. 
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said, always denotes with Paul the internal priociple of christian 
life, which, being a confident reliance on God and Jesus who 
has rescued us from sin and misery by his death, roust be in it- 
self living and productive, and exhibit itself in the whole life* 
Hence Paul could hot possibly speak of a dead faith, in this 
sense, because he regarded faith only as always operative. It 
is otherwise with James* He understands by nlatig only aa 
historical assent to the christian doctrines, dinaioovrq, which 
with Paul denotes the condition or state of justification, in which 
man, saved by faith in Jesus from eternal punishmept for his 
sins, has the hope of eternal happiness, signifies with James 
merely a condition in which man has rendered himself worthy 
of the complacency of God and is loaded by him with blessings 
and benefits. Lastly, tp/a, used alone, always signifies with 
PauJ igya ropov; with James, on the other band, tyy* n/ffwoic, 
i. e. true virtue. 1 

-Put the correctness of this view, thus generally presented, is 
*ery doubtful. First, as to the word nlor$g. It is indeed true 
that in James 2 : 14-22, it cannot be understood otherwise than 
in the sense thus assigned ; but, on account of the polemical 
character of the passage, we cannot thence infer, that James 
himself affixed this idea to the word. And, indeed, the other 
passages in bis Epistle in which he employs the word nlot$g f 
show that he understood it in the correct sense. In two pas- 
sages, 1:6. 5 : 15, nlottg can, it is true, be taken only in its 
general signification, viz. a fixed confidence in God, by which 
we are convinced of his almighty power, through which, in con- 
formity with his wisdom and goodness, he blesses us with great and 
unexpected benefits — a meaning, not unknown, to say the least, 
to Paul ; see Col. 2:12. With Paul, moreover, nlorig some- 
times signifies in general the subjective religion, the religious- 
ness of the Christian, inasmuch as this is founded on a firm and 
active faith in Christ; comp. 1 Cor. 16: 13. 2 Cor. 1 : 24. 
Gal. 6: 10* So James uses this word in 1:3, where the 
meaning, confidence in Qod, is too confined ; also in 2: 1, where 

1 Thus particularly, C. C. Tittmann : <( Sententia Jacobi apostoli 
c. 2, de fide, operibus et justifi cation e," in bis Opusc* p. 253. Also 
Uateri: Enttcickelung de» paulinisehen Lehrbegriffi, p. 94. 2d ed. 
who, however, supposes a distinction between the two apostles only 
m respect to nUn* and Iff a. Baumgartan-Crusius, BikL Theel, 
p. 434 etc. 
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the sense of nlotig is determined with sufficient clearness by 

the addition rot; xvglov rin<Zv */tjoov Xgiatov, (Rom. 3: 22,26,) 
and in 2:5 where ntoiig, in distinction from xoo/iog, denotes 
the religious sense as directed to what is elevated and divine. 
Even in the passages particularly under consideration, it is clear 
that the two apostles have essentially the same idea of moxtg. 
For James, 2 : 22, in speaking of the faith of Abraham, de- 
scribes it as consisting of feeling and action ; precisely like Paul 
in Rom. 4 : 1 sq. 1 

The opinion, too, that the word foxatoovvtj has a different 
sense iu the two apostles, can hardly be justified. 4ixcuoairn 
denotes in general the state of a man Who stands io a right re- 
lation to God. This state, according to Paul, is conditioned on 
the nioiig' Iqaov Xgiozop. Now, as he who stands in the right 
relation to God, must necessarily enjoy the favour of God, and 
this again is inseparably connected with salvation and happiness, 
so foxaioovvtj in its turn appears as the condition of fan} and 
ccoitigtu, Comp. Rom. 1:16, 17. Eph 2 : 8. Tit. 3 : 7. Rom. 
5: 9, 17. Just so James makes ocoiygia dependent upon 
jitoug, 2: 14, omitting the intermediate idea of dtxaieourrj. 
The word cci&oOtu, 2 : 14, for which in 1 : 25 stand the words 
paxagiov thou, he afterwards exchanges for dixawvoOai, thus 

fulling the ground or motive for the consequence ; exactly as 
'aul also uses these two expressions promiscuously, whenever 
he passes over — as he often does, alter the example of the 
Gospels 9 — the intermediate dixaioovvr), and makes fc«»i or «w- 
rfjgia directly dependent on nlorig. Compare Eph. 2 : 6, and 
Gal. 3: 9, where on occasion of citing the passage Gen. 12: 3, 
be uses the word ivXoytTo&ai. Hence it is not to be wondered 
at that both apostles should agree in applying the word foxau>v- 
oOat, to Abraham according to Gen. 15:6. 

It is however doubtless true, in regard to the word igya % that 
there is a difference between the two apostles; James meaning 
only the tgyu niortwQ, when he makes dtxatoovwtj to depend 
upon them ; and Paul the tgy* voftov, when be denies them any 
justifying power. 

De Wette objects, that Paul manifestly denies justifying power 
even to the tgya nloreotg, because, though Abraham was not 
acquainted with any law, and therefore could not perform the 

1 Comp. the remarks above in regard to the pa s sag e add u ced 
p. 686. * See Usteri p. 96 sq. 
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works of the law, yet the apostle says of him eveo, that he was 
not justified by works; Rom. 4: 1 sq. f But against this it may 
be observed, that the signification of vopog with Paul is much 
more extensive ; that it denotes not only the Mosaic law, but io 
general any moral obligation pressing upon man from without, 
which does not spring from an internal religious principle of 
faith. On the other hand, when Paul speaks of the effects of a 
real active faith, he either uses the word ayant], 1 Cor. c. 1 3, 
or he adds something to the word tgya, as aya&a, xaXa t etc. 
Rom. 2:7, 10. Eph. 2 : 10, 1 

The second method which may be adopted to reconcile the 
discrepancy between the two Apostles, and which has been fol- 
lowed by Knapp and Neander among others, is to show that 
from the different positions both of the apostles themselves and 
of those to whom they directed their Epistles, the apostles, in 
their instructions, must have set out from an entirely different 
point of view; oed the Epistles, therefore, out of reference to 
the peculiar wants of their readers, must have been written in 
a. very different style and manner. In this way we shall cer- 
tainly become convinced, that the expressions in question of 
the two apostles, cannot with any propriety be compared to- 
gether; that, as no entire agreement can be proved, so no dis- 
crepancy can be made out between them ; and that it would 
have been difficult even to have supposed any discrepancy, had 
not single clauses in James been considered out oi their con- 
nexion, and, in consequence of the external form of his language, 
a direct controversy with Paul been taken for granted. 

The appearance of Jesus upon earth effected a new creation. 
Christianity entered the world with the great truth, that " God is 
a Spirit and must be worshipped in spirit and in truth." It 
showed bow God, of his infinite love had sent his Son into the 
world, that all who believe on him, might not perish, but have 
eternal life. Hence it made faith in Jesus, the Son of God, a 
condition of salvation ; and this faith in Jesus, by the spiritual 
regeneration of man, by the renunciation of the old Adam or 
the condition of sin and ruin, was exalted to become the true 
sole principle of life in man ; from which were to flow the works 
of love and piety, and consequently peace and happiness in the 



1 See Knapp's Prolusio in foe. Rom. VII. 21, in his Scripta par. 
org. p. 394 sq. Usteri, p. 25 sq. 
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heart \ and by which a new man was created who would Hve 
forever m holiness and purity before God. In this way Chris- 
tianity came at once in conflict with the Mosaic offerings and 
ceremonial observances, with the whole of Gentile idol-worship, 
with all the Pharisaic-Jewish particularities, and with all mere 
external sanctity. The first who clearly perceived this, and fek 
it to ihe bottom of his heart, was the apostle Paul, who plainly 
declared that Judaism and Christianity were related to each 
other as the flesh and spirit, as the shadow and substance, as the 
imperfect type and the pure and perfect archetype. Paul sets 
out with the positron, that Judaism makes the justification and 
with it the salvation of man to depend upon his merits, acquired 
by the observance of the law. Moses says : Do this and thou 
shalt live ; Rom. 10 : 5. Gal. 3 : 12. But, says Paul, the per- 
feet observance of the law by man is not possible, on account 
of his sinful nature, which perpetually hinders bis doing well; 
Rom. 7:18 sq. Experience also shows, that all, both Jews 
and Gentiles, are subject to sin; Rom. 2: 23 sq. 3: 9sq. 
Consequently man cannot in this way obtain salvation ; bnt, on 
the contrary, he first comes by the law to a consciousness of his 
sinfulness, and thus it adds to his misery ; Rom. 3 : 20. Gal; 
3: 10. Further, it is impossible that man should have merit 
with God for which he can demand a recompense, Rom. 4:4 ;^— » 
and hence it is a vain fancy in the Jews, to imagine that they 
stand in peculiar favour with God, as the descendants of Abraham, 
the heirs of the promises and possessors of the law ; Rom. c. 2 
— 3 : 9. 9 : 6. On the contrary, man, as Christianity .teaches ns, 
is justified before God solely by his grace, without the law. 
Access to this divine grace is obtained by man through faith in 
Jesus Christ, particularly through faith in his atoning death; 
since God, for the sake of hte Son, graciously receives us and 
bestows salvation upon us; Rom. 3: 21 — 25. Eph. 2: 8. 
Hence, as we are thus justified before God solely by his grace, 
and therefore cannot merit justification, it is plain that we are 
not justified by any mere works, whether works of the law or 
any other to which we are impelled by any external mora! obli- 
gation ; but that this can only happen through our faith, our 
entire and confiding devotion to Christ, which, elevated to be* 
come our internal principle of life, must be the occasion and 
motive of all our actions ; and these then through this faith be- 
come works of love ; Rom. 3 : 20, 28. 4 : 1 sq. Paul further 
shows how false was the Jewish idea, that the law was a srf- 
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fiotent means for the justification and acceptance of man before 
God; and bow objectionable therefore was the earnest endeavour 
of the Jewish Christians, to obtain a place for the Mosaic law 
by. tbe side of the Gospel, as such a means of justification. 

The disposition and conduct which James supposes in his 
readers are totally different. He contends, from 1 : 22 onward 
against that hypocritical sanctity, which pleases itself with 
tbe idea of gaining the appearance of virtue and holiness by 
ostentation and boastiqg, without any effort that the actions and 
the entire life should accord with this hypocritical language. 
He first speaks against such as ascribed too great an importance 
to a minute knowledge of the law, and who gladly gave them- 
selves the appearance of being the most zealous observers of 
the law, 1 : 26, while they did not in any degree confirm and 
certify this professed pious disposition by their works ; these 
persons the apostle exhorts to the strictest actual fulfilment of 
tbe law; 1 :^2-r-2: 13. Comp. 3: 13. Men who possessed 
such a hypocritical sanctity, must naturally find out food for 
their errors in Christianity. Tbey saw in it only an institution, 
which guided men to salvation by the revelation of divine truths ; 
and tbey therefore believed, that in order to obtain tbe salvation 
promised by Christ, it was sufficient to confess those sublime 
truths externally, with the mouth only, and that real holiness 
of life was not essential. Hence they might frequently with vaio 
self-complacency boast of their enlightened religious faith, with- 
out permitting it to exercise any influence over their life. It 
was in opposition to such, that James declared: Faith without 
works cannot save, for it is inactive and dead ; 2 : 14 — 26. 

Further, it is not to be wondered at, that persons who fancied 
tbey had acquired an accurate knowledge of these high revealed 
truths, should consider themselves as perfect Christians, and in 
their vanity assume to be teachers, in order to bring others also up 
to their supposed lofty point of Christian perfection — an error 
which is exposed by James in c. 3 ; comp. also 1:19. 

What we must here particularly observe, is the declaration in 
2: 14 — 26, that roan is justified by works and not by faith only; 
a declaration which, when considered in the specified connexion, 
must assuredly be acknowledged as correct. It is only the form 
and costume of the idea which give it even the appearance of con- 
tradicting Paul's doctrine. James might, indeed, have so ar-r 
ranged his discourse, as to show his readers in a strictly syste- 
matic deduction, by means of a definition of faith, tint faith 
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without work* <M not merit the name, end dm they bad Jbmntri 
a -totally erreneona idea of faith. But instead of this be ebaone* 
tkofmtcb more practical and efficacious method, of not ex- 
pressly correcting tbe fake notion which his readers bad of the 
word faith, but of accommodating himself to their Diode of 
thinking, and only exhorting them, with reference to, their pe- 
culiar conce|Hiona, to take care that their faith was not destitute 
of works. 

That Paul, moreover, to making justification dependent upon 
fakb, did not mean a merely dead faith, but an active one ; and that 
be thus makes justification to depend upon feith and works toge- 
ther, is clear from Rom. % : 1 3 sq. and many passages in which ha 
speaks of a faith working by /ore, as Gal. 6: 6. 1 Cor. 1S&3* 
1 Tfaess. 1 : 3. 2 Tbess. 1 : 3- Cd. 1 : 4. Epb. 1 : 15. 3: 17, 
4: 13, 15. 6:23. On the other hand, James is for from up- 
holding a justification by mere works, against which Paul warns 
so earnestly. He ascribes to nfov#6 likewise a share in justi- 
fication— -oi5* ix niotimg pivop, v. 24. He presses upon Chtia- 
tians the internal pious feeling, from which should spring tbe ob- 
servance of the law, in calling Christianity, 1 : 25, the note 
Cfect law of liberty, m opposition to the Mosaic law. which 
ips men in the bondage of sin and guilt, He likewise de- 
clares the Mosaic law to fall short of justifying men, by saying 
that be who fails in one commandment fails in all, and do man 
can keep the whole law. He therefore requires men "to con- 
duct as those who are judged by the law of liberty, i. e* who 
being sure of tbe forgiveness of their sins, have no longer to fear 
tbe condemnation of the law, so bog as they persevere in <tltfe 
of faith, and continue to possess true Christian feeling." 1 

Lastly, it thus can also easily be shown, that there exists no dis- 
crepancy between tbe two apostles, in regard to tbe citation of 
tbe example of Abraham. The Jews prided themselves mueh 
on their descent from Abraham, by whom God had introduced 
circumcision, and to whom he had given tbe promises. They 
imagined, therefore, that, as descendants of Abraham, they be- 
came heirs of the promises through circumcision, one of the 
works of the law. In opposition to this idea, Paul asserts, that 
Abraham's merit consisted in the pious feeling of confidence in 
Qpd from which his works sprang, and to prove this lays graft 
,sU?es3 on the expression inioteu**, Gen. 15:6. James, on the 

* Neander, p. 3& 
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hand, wishes to reprove bis radars for boasting of their 
deed feitb. He therefore directs their attention to Abraham* 
aad shews them bow it was reckoned to him for righteous* 
Bess, that he aeted, and performed the wrfo of frith* ender tiH| 
guidance of pious feeling and confidence in Chid. Be dbee hoc 
say that the faith of Abraham was useless towards Jm justifi* 
csftku, but that his fohh wrought in conjunction with his works* 
and on this account was a true and perfect faith ; 2 : 22; In a 
similar manner, in the passages above cited from Siraeh end 
Maccabees, the favour of Ood enjoyed by Abraham is ascribed 
to the fact, that he kept the law and was found faithful in the 
boor of trial. It cannot, then, be remarkable that James should 
refer to a particular example of this nature, the offering up bis 
son, Gen* c. 22, which it is true, took place after he had re- 
ceived the divine promise, Gen* 16 : 5. 

- It is usual in investigating this subject to start the further 
question, Whence arose the misapprehension of James 9 readers 
-*~for a misapprehension must it ever be— which induced them 
to place tbe essence of Christianity in an external pr&fe$non 9 
tad the external maintenance of a system of doctrine$$ Thfe 
» a question to which we can hardly venture a decided reply, 
as only suppositions more or less probable can be made in re- 
gard to it. We must, however, for the sake of completeness, 
add a few words concerning it. 

We have endeavoured to show above that a direct polemical 
reference to Paul on the part of James is wholly improbable* 
But this is not denying that there may have been an indirect 
controversy between tbe two apostles. For it is suppose ble that 
die Jewish Christians to whom James wrote, falsely apprehended 
the doctrine of Paul, and thus James controverts Paul, not as A* 
understood him, but merely as his readers understood him. In 
this way we can easily account for the mutual agreement of the 
two apostles in their phraseology and turns of expression. 1 *— 
This is certainly possible in itself. James wrote to the twelve 
tribes scattered abroad, i. e. to all the Jewish Christians out of 
Palestine. The countries, however, in which the Jews were 
scattered, were chiefly Asia Minor, dutonopa 'jfoiag n 1 Pet. 1:1, 
and tbe parts of Africa and Europe which might be called 
Grecian countries, dtamoQa 'HSUi/wr, John 7 : 35, with their 

1 So Hug in his Einleit. ins N. Test. p. 538. Th. II. 
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central point Alexandria. 'Now Am Miner and Europe were 
the principal theatre of the apostolic labours of Paul, so that the 
greater portion of the dispersed Jews might have beard bis 
preaching and might have, misapprehended t it.— Nea rider's ob- 
jection* that in this case James should bate given the true 
meaning of Paul's doctrine, in order not to teeem to charge upon 
Paul himself the errors he was combating, may perhaps be ob- 
viated by supposing James to have treated the fact of a mis* 
apprehension of the doctrine of Paul among his readers, as a 
fact; without noticing and even without knowing ks origin. 

But it is certainly much more natural to suppose here a mis- 
apprehension of Christianity itself, which b seated deep in h»» 
man nature and particularly k the carnal mode of thinking 
among the Jews ; especially because, as Neander aptly observes, 
it is hardly to be imagined tbfet Paul's doctrine in<a miBappre* 
bended form should have been widely adopted, particularly 
among the Jewish Christian*, anoong whom PauF« doctrines gen- 
erally met least of all whh a favourable recaption. Such a de* 
preciation of active Christianity would with much more probr 
ability have fallen in with an Antinomian tendency in the miod 
of the Gentiles; and such indeed appears sometimes to hare 
been the fact; comp. Acts 21 : 21 sq. 

The contents of the Epistle of James in general likewise ia- 
vour this supposition* Were we desirous of forming, out of tbv 
particular traces we find in this Epistle, a definite picture of the 
condition of some individual christian church to which the 
whole of the Epistle was applicable, tbe attempt would hardly 
be successful. The Epistle has a wholly general character; 
the exhortations and warnings it contains are mosdy general and 
unconnected, being arranged together without any perceptible 
points of transition. We caooot properly wonder at this genera) 
nature of the Epistle, inasmuch as James presupposes so huge 
a class of persons to be the readers of it; 1:1. We cannot 
here expect instructions or warnings occasioned by special 
emergencies, but must anticipate that all the Epistle contained, 
would be of general application. Accordingly, we must not look 
in the passage under consideration, for any censure of a misap- 
prehension of tbe doctrine of Paul, which could be charged 
against Jewish christians in any place ; but for censure upon a 
misapprehension of christian principles in general, such as was 
everywhere possible from the predominant mode of thinking 
ajqoog the Jews as a people, and was perhaps actual in the 
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church at Jerusalem over which James presided. Indeed, this 
is a misapprehension which appears at all periods in the history 
of the christian church. 

In every pious and uncorrupted roiod there must exista strong 
feeling of the need of atonement, and an ardent desire of recon- 
ciliation with God. Hence men have at all times, according to* 
their ruder or more refined notions and impressions of religion, 
sought to satisfy this want. One principal reason why they 
have always so imperfectly attained their end, has lain in their 
carnal modes of thinking ; in consequence of which they could 
not elevate themselves in spirit to what was exalted and divine, 
hot drew this down to the level of the low and sensual. Such 
were the Jews, particularly at the time when Christianity ap- 
peared til the world. Confounding internal with external religion, 
the spirit with the letter, they seught after a dead external holi- 
ness of works; by which, as by an opu* operatvm, they thought 
to t»tnt justification before God. Such an external holiness of 
works always has its source in a dead faith, which regards the 
law to be observed as a divine precept, and thinks by fulfilling 
ki that is by external works not springing from the heart, to ac* 
quire the favour of God. With this idea men were easHy led to 
add to the divine law a multitude of human institutes and pre* 
ccpts, by the observance of which they thought to enhance still 
naore their merit before God. As this faith was thus considered' 
an essential part of religion, (or religiousness,) by steadfast ad-: 
hcrence to it a rigid orthodoxy was Attained, which however 
.had to do, not with the spirit which maketh alive, but with the 
letter which killetb. This religious tendency was represented 
among the Jews by the Pharisees. — Christianity now appeared 
and taught men that all these carnal and external exercises were 
vain and useless, and that it was only by the spirit, by an internal 
pious disposition, by a humble, confiding, entire .surrender to 
Christy which, however, must always influence the conduct and 
sanctify the life — that it was only by this genuine christian prin- 
ciple of life, that man could obtain reconciliation with God 
through divine grace. The first who comprehended this truth 
in all its strictness was the apostle Paul. To denote this new 
thing, this new christian principle of life as a spiritual means of 
justification, Christianity introduced likewise a new technical 
word, nlortg, which, as is the case with our word /oiM, but half 
expresses the idea it is intended to designate ; and therefore 
necessarily gave rise very early to numerous nriscoiuttucftas* 



Digitized by 



Google 



704 4ccordaBC* of Jama ami PmtL [Ctar. 



Some stw nothing new in Christianity at all ipcompaiiMe with 
Judaism, inasmuch as they were acquainted wkh something falsely 
called p/on? ; and hence they were destroys of retaining the 
*6fiog 9 to which they attached the highest value. It was these 
in particular whom Paul combatted. Others acknowledged that 
Christ, the divine messenger, had brought life and salvation to 
men in the Gospel ; but tbey either contested themselves with 
this acknowledgment, 1 or regarded the moral precepts of Christ 
as a new vopo? for which they had exchanged the Mosaic taw. 
Both classes erred in regarding the nlme, or rigid orthodoxy, 
and the igya, or mere external works, each separately as as 
opus operatum, which led to salvation ; without recognizing both 
in their necessary mutual relation. Thus we find always in the 
ancient church, along with the strictest adherence to die doctrines 
of the church, the slightest deviation from which was heresy, a 
tendency likewise to hypocritical works of holiness, in which it 
was taken for granted that by a voluntary worship, by the ob- 
servance of certain human institutes and customs, it was possible 
in the sight of God to merit forgiveness of sins. It was the 
reaction against this last tendency, that was the immediate 
occasion of the great Reformation of the church, which res- 
tered to its proper place the doctrine of justification by faith. 
Still this doctrine did not remain free from misconstruction? 
so that e. g. there arose a merely verbal controversy, founded 
simply on misapprehension; for the declaration of Amsdorf 
in the heat of controversy, that " good works are prejudicial 
to salvation," when rightly understood, is just as true, as 
Major's position "that they are essential to salvation," is un- 
true, if incorrectly understood. Thus even yet the idea of 
nkmg was far from being accurately comprehended or de- 
fined in itself, much less as to its true relation to christian 
life ; it was only partially considered, and the efforts of theo- 
logians were directed by preference te the illustration and sup* 
port of the dogma according to the very letter of Luther. It 
was therefore high time, when the pious Spener again brought 
back Christianity, which seemed on the point of being dissipated 
in speculation and a spirit of dogmatic discussion, to firm ground, 
by bringing it again to act upon the life of man. Still, however, 
even in our time, that unity of faith aod works, in which alone 

1 Like those against whom James speaks in the 
consideration. 
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tb© tree christian niattg consists, is hot yfet foiind throughout the 
christian world ; and there remains to us only the hope, that 
It will one day thus appear, when, in conformity with the pro- 
mise of our Lord, there shall be onefold and one Shepherd. 



Art. IV. On the Testimony op Josephus respecting 

Christ. 

By C. O. Btetttbtwider. Tran«1at©d by the Editor. * 

Two passages are found in the writings of Josephus, in which 
he speaks of Jesus Christ ; one of which, being of considerable 
length, is called by way of eminence, The Tetiimony of /o- 
sephus respecting Christ, and has given rise to many dis- 
putes among learned men. The following are the passages in- 
Question. 

Anti^. XVIII. 3. 3. rivixon 8i xararovTOw ygorov '/tjoovc, 
doyog awtjp, eiy* txrdga avtov k'yetv ygrr %v yag nagadotuv *"(>- 
/»» nottjtqf, didioxaXog av&gcinwv twv t\dovy TaXrj&ij dtxofit- 
vwv' xal noMbvg ply '/ovdaiovg, noXXovg di xctt tov 'EXXtjvixov 
lnr\yayno' 6 Xgioiog oviog ijv. Kcu aviov tvdil&i tup ngwrcop 
uvdgoiv nag npiv otavgv} inHeiiprjxoTog IliXatov, ovx inav- 
cuvio o'iye ngtaiov aviov ayantjoavreg. 'ikpavt] yog avtoTg 
rgdjqv ijwy qptgap naXw fwy, tup faiwv ngo<pr}iuv tavia tt 
xal aXXa pvpla Oavpdaw negi avrov tiprjxotfov. Eig m vvr 
?«i> Xgurtwtvoiv and tovde dvOfxaofjUvaiv ovx in&me to <pvXov. 



# The following tract by Bretschneider, appears to be so conclu- 
sive in regard to a very important historical question, that it cannot 
fait be acceptable to the readers of the Biblical Repository to have a 
translation of it preserved in these pages. The tract appears as an 
appendix to the little work : Capita Theologiae Judaorum dogmatic* 
t Jlmni Jottphi scriptis colUcta, audort C. G. Brbtschnbipbh, Theol. 
Doct etc. Lips. 1812.— Ed. 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 90 
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Antm*. XX. 9. 1 « CJiavos) m&ife guMqw x&tw, xm 
vagayaywv tig auto top <*dtX<po* 'fyoov rot; kiyofi**QU Xftmni, 
'Jaxtopog ovofia aviat, %al rtvug IrVpovc, *>c nctpepoptjcartoMP 

xazriyQQiav noitjoupevoQ, naptdcuxt ItvoQrjGOp/povg. 

" At this time lived Jesus, a wise man ; if indeed it be proper to 
call him a man. For he performed astonishing works, and was a 
teacher of such as delight in receiving the troth ; and drew to him- 
self many of the Jews, and many also of the Gentiles. This was he 
who is [called] Christ. And when Pilate, at the instance of the 
chief men among us, had caused him to be crucified, still those who 
had once loved him, did not cease to love him. For on the third day 
he again appeared unto them alive ; divine prophets having foretold 
these and ten thousand other wonderful things respecting him. 
And even to this day, that class of persons who were called from 
him Christians, have not become extinct" 

" Ananus assembled a council of judges', and having brought be- 
fore them the brother of Jesus, called Christ (whose own name 
was James,) and certain others, and having accused them of vi- 
olating the laws, he delivered them over to be stoned." 

The great dispute has been whether the former of these pas- 
sages be genuine or not. Many learned men bav,e supposed, 
that some christian transcribe/, out of a pious regard for the in- 
terests of Christianity, and in order *o afford ap argument against 
the unbelieving Jews, inserted the whole passage; or that at 
least, if Josephus did make any mention of Christ, much of the 
language, as it now stands, has been thus interpolated. 1 Al- 
though it is not my intention to decide upon this controversy, 
nor to repeat all that has been urged on both sides of the ques- 
tion ; yet I have thought that it might be neither uninteresting 
nor unuseful to suggest very briefly some things on this subject, 
which seem to me oot to have received sufficient consideration. 1 
The passage in question may indeed well cause the reader to 
hesitate ; but if all the circumstances be duly weighed, I do not 
apprehend t?bat it can be considered either as spurious, or as 



--1- y t v* — *~ 



> See l&* Ptogr- f > U,.Hf» Jottphi <fe Christo lesftuaoiiie, QoeCt 
*78t. kUoke&xctehUdrckrisL Kirch*. I Th. p. 54 tq. 

* For a long and learned defence of this passage, see HautevMle 
Erwesenc Wahrknt der chrisL Rdig. 1745. p. 275-311. 
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having suffered any change from the bands of christian tran- 
scribers. 

h If we were to decide the question by the authority of roati*- 
uscripts, there can be no doubt but that the passage was written 
by Josephus, and has never been corrupted. All the man- 
uscripts which are known, exhibit the same words, in the 
same place and order; and they are also quoted, first by 
Eusebius, and afterwards by Jerome, Suidas, and others. But 
if ail the manuscripts uniformly agree, and we have, besides, 
testimonies of great antiquity to the genuineness of the passage, 
it surely cannot justly be called in question, except upon the 
strength of very weighty arguments. What then are those ar- 
guments? They are drawn partly from the silence of certain 
writers, and partly from the character of the passage itself. 

1. The most ancient christian writers, it is said, and especially 
Justin Martyr, Terthllian, and Origen, have never employed this 

Essage against the Jews; which they certainly would have done, 
d it been then extant. But from the mere silence of a fetf 
writers in a case of this kind, can we draw any certain con- 
clusion which shall overturn the credit of all the manuscripts? 
No one will ^affirm this. 1 But Origen has expressly said, xaf- 
to*y* dmaraiv [7a>oi?7io$] tfj* 'Jrjoov rig XqiotiS, Josephus did 
not believe on Jesus as the Messiah ; * and again, 'Jrjoovv ij/ww* 
ov xaTadc£dftevoQ elvcu Xqiotov, he did not receive our Jesus 
as the Messiah. 3 Origen therefore, it is said, could not have' 
known of the passage in question, in which Josephus certainly ac- 
knowledges Jesus as the Messiah ; and hence it is manifest 
that the manuscripts of Josephus in the time of Origen, (who died' 
A. D. 254,) could not have contained those words. On the 
other hand, others have very justly suggested, that Origen means 
only to affirm, that Josephus did not become a follower of Christ. 
But passing over this suggestion, we 6nd that between the death 
of Origen and the time of Eusebius, there was an interval of 
only fifty years. Is it possible that in so short a time, all the 
manuscripts, or even many of them, should have been thus inter- 
polated ? Can we suppose that Eusebius was hurried on against 
the Jews by a zeal so blind, that although he does not seek to 
conceal the doubts which were raised respecting the sacred 



1 For many reasons why they should not have quoted this pas- 
sage, see Hauteville, 1. c. p. 283 sq. 
* Lib. I. c. Cels. * Coram, in Matt 
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books of the Scriptures, be should yet publish ibis passage *s 
genuine and true, though he knew it was wanting in many man- 
uscripts, or was written only in the margin ? Is it credible, 
moreover, that this interpolation, which was unknown to Origen, 
should have immediately crept into all the manuscripts ; so that 
neither Jerome, nor Sozomen, nor Suidas, nor any other early 
writer, should have stumbled upon a manuscript in which it was 
not contained ? 

2. It is objected further, that by this testimony respecting 
Jesus, the order of the narrative is interrupted ; but if this be 
taken away, the proper order will be restored. The circum- 
stances are just these: In c. 3. § 1, Josephus relates that Pilate 
introduced images of Caesar into Jerusalem ; but that when a 
tumult had been excited on account of them, he ordered them 
to be removed. In § 2, Pilate attempted to bring water into 
Jerusalem, at the expense of the temple, etc. and in a tumult 
which arises, he puts to death many of the Jews. In § 3, be 
cruciGes Jesus who is called Christ, a wise and holy man. In 
§ 4, it is narrated that another evil (txeoov dalvov) occasioned 
trouble to the Jews, viz. a flagitious crime committed in the 
temple of Isis at Rome ; as connected with which, § 5 relates 

. that all the Jews were banished by Tiberius from Rome. The 
writer then goes on, in c. 4, to describe the sedition of the Sa- 
maritans, and the suppression of it by Pilate. Now can any 
one justly affirm that the history of Josephus is in any way inter- 
rupted by the passage in question ? Can any one show what 
connexion would be restored, if this were omitted ? Moat 
evidently Josephus has narrated the events in the order in which 
they occurred, and intended to give them no other connexion 
than that of succession of time. If therefore it was his purpose 
to make any mention of the fate of Jesus, he could have done it 
with propriety in no other place. 

3. Another, and a more plausible objection is, that it is impos- 
sible to suppose that Josephus would speak of Jesus in this man- 
ner, and acknowledge Him as the Messiah, and yet not have em- 
braced bis religion, and become a Christian. But this objection 
seems to be grounded on a misapprehension of the language of 
Josephus; for Xqiotoq is here not a doctrinal appellation, but 
merely a proper name, and is to be translated, not the Christ, 
i. e. the Messiah, but simply Christ. 'O Xg&aiog ovros iJ*> 
i. e. oitog tjp 6 Xtyoptvog Xgiorog, as it is read in the other 
passage, this was he who is known by the name of Christ, 
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and whose followers are still called from him, Christians* 
h is likewise to be remembered, that Josepbus was writing 
not to Jews, but to Greeks, who were unacquainted with 
the doctrinal meaning of o Xqioto? among tbe former people. 
He therefore undoubtedly wrote the words 6 Xgiorog ovrog r/r, 
to signify to the Greeks, that the Jesus of whom he was 
speaking, was the same person of whom they bad heard so 
much, under the name of Christ ; and that tbe name of Chris- 
tians, which was then well known to the Greeks, was derived 
from the surname of the same Jesus. And because be would 
assign a reason, why the disciples of Jesus adhered to him so 
strongly after his crucifixion, he states that Jesus after his death 
appeared again to his followers alive, and that many prophecies 
were accomplished in him. Josephus therefore does not say this 
as expressing his own belief, for he had never known Jesus ; 
but he describes in these words the belief of the Christians, the 
credibility of which he either did not wish, or was unable to im- 
pugn. It should moreover be borne in mind, that Josephus ap- 
pears not to have adopted the notions respecting the Messiah, 
which were current among the Jews ; nor yet to have exhibited 
any higher views or hopes respecting any Saviour. If then he 
did actually esteem Jesus as a ooyog avng, as he calls him, whose 
deeds and fate were remarkable and unusual, he would yet, 
merely in this view, have no reason for changing his religion. 

All tbe arguments, then, which are urged against the passage 
under consideration, even if we allow them their fullest force, 
are yet uncertain ; and surely they are not of sufficient weight r 
to weaken the credit of all the manuscripts and so many of tbe 
early fathers ; much less to destroy it. 

Nor indeed does tha opinion, that the passage was inserted by 
some christian transcriber, in itself considered, carry with it 
much appearance of truth. A transcriber of this sort would 
hardly have been contented with the language as it now stands ; 
be would have introduced more facts respecting the life of Jesus; 
"he would have dwelt with more prolixity on all the circum- 
stances; and would have noted more particularly his innocence, 
bis resurrection from the dead, his ascension into heaven. We 
have but to glance at tbe spurious narratives which were manu- 
factured in the second and third centuries, to rest satisfied thai 
a writer of this sort would not have restrained himself to expres- 
sions so moderate as ooq>6g aViJp, ellys apdga avtov Uym %gr\' 
nuQadolw iQyan nonjrrje noi dv&Qomm titdaaxaXog, a toistma*, 
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if it be proper to call him a man ; a doer of wonderful works, 
a teacher of men. What unheard of moderation in a writer, 
desirous of palming upon the world a pious fraud ! Can we 
for a moment suppose that such a writer would merely have 
said 6 XQurrog ovtos #*? or that be would not have more ac- 
curately described ol ngmxov awdgeg nag yp7v, those chief men 
among the Jews, or ol tzqiStop avrov aysmqoavreg, those who 
loved him from the first ? 

II. It was manifestly the object of Josephus, to comprise in hB 
narrative all that was memorable in the history of his nation. Is 
it then probable that he should not have said a word respecting 
the origin of the order of Christians, who at that time had become 
numerous even among the Greeks ? Why, I ask, should he adopt 
such a course ? Perhaps through hatred of the Christians, like 
the rest of his countrymen. This, however, no one will believe, 
who has read the writings of Josephus ; he will not even suspect it. 
Or perhaps it was through fear of the Jews, lest by narrating the 
truth, he should give them offence and excite their hatred. If 
such had been his fear, he ought not to have written at all ; much 
less to have depicted as he has done the perverse obstinacy 
and depravity of his countrymen. How then can we suppose 
it possible, that a writer like Josephus, of real diligence, who had 
treated with considerable copiousness of the life and death of 
John the Baptist, 1 how, I say, can we suppose it possible that he 
should pass over in entire silence a person so remarkable as 
Jesus, and not bestow a single word on the origin of the sect 
called Christians, a name which already bad become common 
and well known? Yet unless this passage be genuine, there is 
no place in the writings of Josephus, where be speaks of the life 
or character of Christ ; and this affords a ground of persuasion 
in favour of its genuineness. 

III. This persuasion is confirmed by the other passage quoted 
at the head of this article, where mention is made of the death of 
the brother of Jesus, 6 X*f6pe*og Xg$otog. In this latter pas- 
sage I cannot help believing that Josephus refers to what be oad 
before related respecting this same Jesus. For when be wishes 
to explain who this James was, who was unknown to Greek 
readers, he does not call him by his proper name, but gives him 
the title of the brother of Jesus who is called Christ. Jbsepbos 
has therefore made use of that which was common and well 

1 Antiq. XVttl. 5. 2. 
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known, in order to explain and describe what was unknown. 
Suppose now that be had not previously spokfen of that Jesus, 
but had passed over his life and^ fortunes in silence; how then 
could he now simply say, '/riaovg 6 li/ofievog Xgunog, Jesus 
who is called Christ ? I can see no reason to doubt that Jose- 
phus took it for granted, that bis readers knew and remembered, 
from what he bad already said, who this Jesus was, that wad 
surnamed Christ. For who would suppose that a writer Tike 
Josephus would narrate the circumstances of the death of James, 
a person of far less celebrity, and yet be silent in respect to 
Jesus? Or who would not deem it a mark of weakness in a 
writer, that in order more definitely to describe an unknown 
/nan, he should introduce the name of another person, whom, 
although possessed of the highest claims to notice, he had every 
where else passed over without the slightest mention ? 



Art. V. Notes on the Bedouins. 



From Burckhardt.* 

The following sketches relate especially to the Aeneaes ; these 
-are the only true Bedouin nation of Syria, while the other Arab 
tribes in the neighbourhood of this country have, more or less* 
degenerated in manners : several being reduced to subjection, 
while the free-born Aeneze is still governed by the same laws 
that spread over the desert at the beginning of the Moham- 
medan era. 



• "Notes on the Bedouins and Wababys, w Lond. 1830, quarto. 
Very few copies of this work have reached this country ; and as h 
contains the collected fruits of the author's long residence and journey^ 
fogs among the Arabs of the desert, all of which are highly lUustr^ 
tive of the nomadic life and manners so often referred to in the Ul« 
Testament, we have thought we could not better subserve the inter- 
ests of biblical learning, than by transferring copious extracts to our 
pages.— En. 
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I. MoDB Or ElfCAMPHfC. 

In countries where security reigns, the Bedootro often en- 
camp the whole year round, occupying bat imo or three tents 
together, at the distance of several hours from any other men> 
Jbers of their tribe. I have seen such solitary inhabitants of the 
Hodeyl tribe in the mountains east of Mekka, and some of the 
Sowaleha and Mezeiyne tribes in the mountains of Sinai. 

It may be here remarked that all the wealthy Bedouins have 
two sets of tent-coverings-— one new and strong, for winter the 
other old and light, for summer. 

On the Syrian and Arabian plains the Bedouins co c a nip in 
summer (when rainwater cannot be found in pools), near webs, 
where tbey remain often for a whole month; while their flocks 
and herds pasture all around, at the distance of several boss, 
under the guard of slaves or shepherds, who bring lotto every 
second or third day to the well for water. It is on these oc- 
casions that the Arabs make attacks upon other tribes ; for k 
becomes known that such or such people are encamped ntaw at 
certain well, and may be easily surprised. If an attack of this 
kind be apprehended, the men of the encampment are in coin 
stant readiness for defence, and for the rescue of their cattle, 
which the enemy often strives to carry off. The Sherarat Arabia 
who, living on the Syrian Hadj route, are much exposed to in*/ 
vasion, constantly have a saddled camel before their tents, that 
they may the more readily hasten to the assistance of their shep- 
herds. Most wells in the interior of the deserts, and especially 
in Nedjd, are exclusive property, either of a whole tribe, or of 
individuals whose ancestors dug the wells. During the Wahaby 
government many new wells have been made by the chiefs 
order. If a well be the property of a tribe, the tents are pitched 
near it, whenever rain-water becomes scarce in the desert; 
and no other Arabs are then permitted to water their camels 
there. But if the well belongs to an individual, he repairs it in 
summer time, accompanied by his tribe, and receives presents 
from all strange tribes who pass or encamp at the well, and re* 
fresh their camels with the water of it; and these presents are 
particularly required if a party pass on its return home, which 
has been seen taking plunder from an enemy. The property of 
such a well is never alienated ; and the Arabs say, that the pos- 
sessor is sure to be fortunate, as all who drink of the water be- 
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stow on him their benedictions. 11 In spring and winter it is more 
difficult to carry off the cattle, because in those seasons they find 
sufficient food close to the tents, and are, therefore, easily pro- 
tected. There are tribes which encamp in spring time far from 
any streams or wells, on fertile plains, where they remain for 
several weeks without tasting water, Jiving wholly upon milk ; 
aod their cattle can dispense with water as long as green and 
juicy herbage affords them nourishment : this, however, is not 
the case with horses. Considerable numbers of the Beni Sham- 
mar thus encamp every spring, for upwards of a month, in the 
waterless desert between Djof and Djebel Shammar. 
^ In travelling, strong parties only can venture to encamp at 
night near a well, where they may naturally expect visitors. 
Weaker parties water their beasts, fill their water-skins, and en- 
camp at a distance from any road leading to the well. 

The Aenezes are nomades in the strictest acceptation of the 
word, for they continue during the whole year in almost con- 
stant motion. Their summer quarters pre near the Syrian 
frontiers, and in winter they retire into the heart of the desert, 
or towards the Euphrates. In summer they encamp close to 
rivulets and springs which abound near the Syrian desert, but 
they seldom remain above three or four days in the same spot : 
as soon as their cattle have consumed the herbage near a 
watering-place, the tribe removes in search of pasture, and the 
grass again springing up serves for a succeeding camp. The 
encampments vary in number of tents, from ten to eight hun- 
dred : when the tents are but few, they are pitched in a circle, 
and then called dowdr ; but more considerable numbers in a 
straight line, or a row of single tents, especially along a rivulet, 
sometimes three or four behind as many others. Such encamp- 
ments are called nezel. In winter, when water and pasture 
never fail, the mode of encamping is different. The whole tribe 
then spreads itself over the plain in parties of three or four tents 
each, with an interval of half an hour's distance between each 
party : to encamp thus, is called fereik. In the dowdr, as in 
the nezel, the sheikh's or chiefs tent is always on the western 
side ; for it is from the west, that the Syrian Arabs expect their 
enemies as well as their guests. To oppose the former, and to 
honour the latter, is the sheikh's principal business ; and as it is 



* Compare Genesis 21 : 25 sq. 26: 15 sq. — Ed. 
Vol. IV. No. 16. 91 
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mm* for a guest to aKght at the first tent that presents itself ie 
the camp, the sheikh's ought to be on the side from which most 
strangers arrive: it is even disgraceful that a weakhy nan should 
pitch bis tern on the eastern side. 

Every father of a family sticks his lance into the ground bjr 
the side of his tent, and in front ties his horse or mare (should 
he possess one) ; there also bis camels repose at night. The 
sheep and goats remain day and night under a shepherd's cue, 
who every evening drives them home. 

When I was returning from Tedroor towards Damascus, I 
met, on the same day, two strong encampments moving slrady 
over the sandy plain in search of water and pasture: their order 
of march was as follows. A party of five or six horsemen pro- 
ceded the tribe about four miles, as a reconookering detacbmeat 
(or sulf) : the main body occupied a line of at least three miles 
hi front. First came some armed horsemen and camel-riders, 
at a hundred or a hundred and fifty paces from each other, ex- 
tending along the whole front ; then followed the she-caaaeb 
with their young ones, grazing in wide ranks during their march 
upon the wild herbage : behind walked the camels loaded with 
the tents and provisions; and the last were the women and 
children, mounted on camels having saddles made ia the shape 
of a cradle, with curtains to screen them from the sue. The 
men indiscriminately rode along and amidst the whole body, 
but most of them in front of the line ; some led horses by their 
halters : in depth their wandering bodies extended about two 
miles and a half. I bad seen them encamped when on my way 
to Tedmor, and then estimated one at about two hundred, aed 
the other at two hundred and fifty tents ; the latter had above 
three thousand camels. Of all the Arabs I did not see ooe on 
foot, except a few shepherds, who drove tbe sheep and goats, 
about a mile behind the main body. 

IT. Food and Cookery. 

The principal Bedouin dishes are, 

Fttta. — Upleavened paste of flour and water, baked in ashes 
of camel's dung, and mixed up afterwards with a little batter; 
when the whole is thoroughly kneaded, they serve it up is a 
bowl of wood or leather. If milk be mixed with the /Kte, the 
mixture is called khafoury. 

Ayesh. — Flour and sour camel's milk, made into a paste, and 
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boiled : the camel's milk becomes sourish soon after it is put 
into the zeka, or goat-skin. 

Behatta. — Rice or flour, boiled with sweet camel's milk. 

Hemeyne. — Bread, butter, and dates, blended together into a 
paste. 

Khubz. — Bread ; more commonly called in the Bedouin dia- 
lect ji$re. It is of two sorts, both unleavened, one of which is 
baked in round cakes upon a plate of iron (sddj), as among the 
Syrian Fellahs : the other mode of making bread is, by spread- 
ing out in a circle a great number of small stones, over which a 
brisk fire is kindled ; when the stones are sufficiently heated, 
the fire is removed, and the paste spread over the hot stones, 
and immediately covered with glowing ashes, and left until 
thoroughly baked. This bread is only used at breakfast, and is 
called khubz alv el redh&f. 

Burgoul. — Wheat, boiled with some leaven, and then dried 
in the sun. This dried wheat is preserved for a year, and, 
boHed wkh butter or oil, is the common dish with aU classes in 
Syria. 

Butter is made in the following manner. The goat's or 
sheep's milk (for camel's milk is never used for this purpose) is 
pot into the keder, over a slow fire, and a little leben or sour 
milk, or a small piece of the dried entrails of a young lamb 
(metefkhd), thrown in with it : the milk then separates, and 4s 
put into the goat-skin, called zeka, which is tied to one of the 
lent poles, and for one or two hours constantly moved back- 
wards and forwards : the buttery substance then coagulates, the 
water is sqeezed out, and the butter put into the skin, called 
mekrash : if after two days they have collected a certain quan- 
tity of butter, they again place it over the fire, throw a handful 
of burgoul into it, and leave it to boil, taking care to skim it. 
After having boiled for some time, the burgoul precipitates all 
die foreign substances, and the butter remains quite clear at the 
top of the keder. The butter-milk is once more drained through 
a bag of camel's hair, and whatever remains in it of a butter- 
like substance is left to dry in the sun; and thus eaten it is called 
mouket, or hhameid jebsheb. The burgoul, cleared of the butter 
with which it was boiled, is called kheldse, and eaten by 
children. There are Aeneze tribes in the Nedid, who seldom 
or never taste meat, but live almost wholly on dates and milk. 
Having taken off the butter, they beat the butter-milk again till 
it coagulates, and then dry it till it becomes quite bard ; they 
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then grind it t and each family collects io tyriag two or three 
loads of it; They eat it mixed with butter. 

Ttye Aerieses do not make anjr cheese, at least very seldom* 
but Convert all the milk of their sheep and goats into batter. 
The Arabs of Ahl el Shemfil, on the contrary, furnish cheese 
to most of the inhabitants of the Eastern Syrian plain. 

Kcvmdye, or kemmd, (or in the Bedouin dialect djcme,) a 
favourite dish of the Arabs, is a kind of truffle growing io the 
defert, without any appearance of either roots or seeds; insixs 
and shape the kemm&ye much resembles the true truffle. There 
are three species of it: the red, kheldty, the Mack, leoaA, and 
the white, zebeidy. If the rain has been abundant curing wk» 
ter, the djemes are found in the end of March. They lie about 
four inches under ground : the place where they grow is known 
by a little rising of the ground over *bem. If the fruit is ten to 
attain full maturity, it rise9 abotie the earth . to about half as 
volume. The children and servants dig it out with short sticks. 
Tbey are sometimes so nunserouson the plain that the cartels 
fetomble over them. Each family then gathers four or fite 
camel-loads; and while this stock lasts, they live exclusively^ 
luwmdye, without tasting either burgoui or ayesh. The ken* 
mayes are boiled in water or milk till they form a paste, ova? 
which melted butter is poured : tbey are sometimes roasted aed 
eaten with melted butter. It is said that they produce tote 
tiveness. If they have been abundant, they are dried in the 
son, and afterwards dressed for use like fresh ones. Cheat 
quantities are consumed by tbe people of Damascus, and dm 
peasants of Eastern Syria. In general they are worth at Damafr 
cus about a halfpenny per pound. They are brought to Daaias« 
cus from the district near Tel Ztykal on the eastern limits of 
tbe Merdj. To Aleppo they are brought from tbe plain ad* 
joining Djebel el Hass. Camels do not eat kemmaye. The 
desert aammad, or the great plain between Damascus and 
Baghdad and Basrah, is full of kemmdye. 

The Aeneze eat gazelles, whenever they can kill them. I 
heard that they regard the jerboa, or rat of the desert, as t 
great dainty, for its fine flavour. The interior of the desert 
abounds with jerboas. 

The ayesh is the daily and universal dish of the Aenezes ; and 
even the i richest sheikh would think it a shame to order his wife 
to dteas any other dish, merely to please his own palate. Toe 
Arabs never indulge in luxuries, but on occasion of tome festi* 
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val» or on the arrival of a stranger. For a common guest, bread 
is baked, and served up with the ayesh ; if the guest is of sora* 
consideration, coffee is prepared for him, and behatta y or flfta, 
or bread with melted butter. For a man of rank, a kid or iamb 
is killed. When this occurs, they boil the lamb with burgoiil 
and camel's milk, and serve it up in a large wooden dish, round 
the edge of which the meat is placed. A wooden bowl, con- 
taining the melted grease of the animal, is put and pressed down 
in the midst of the burgoul ; and every morsel is dipped into 
the grease before it is swallowed. If a camel should be killed, 
(which rarely happens,) it is cut into large pieces ; some part is 
boiled, and its grease mixed wkh burgoul ; part is roasted, and, 
like the boiled, put upon the dish of burgoul. The whole tribe 
then partakes of the delicious feast. Camel's flesh is more 
esteemed in winter than in summer; and the she-camel more 
than the male. The grease of the camel is kept in goat-skins, 
and used like butter. 

Throughout the desert there is a great sameness- in the Be- 
douin dishes ; for they every where consist chiefly of flour and 
butter. In every province, however, different names are given 
to the same dish ; thus what the Aenezes call ftfta, the Arab* 
of Sinai denominate medjelleh, or, if milk be mixed with it* 
merekeda. The djereisha is a very common dish in >the interior 
of the desert, boiled wheat which has been coarsely ground, and 
over which butter is poured; with the addition of milk it be* 
comes nekaa. The custom of telling the landlord to take away 
the meat for the women, is prevalent among the Sinai Arabs* 
although not known in Hedjaz. In such parts of the desert as 
are far distant from any cultivated districts, the consumption of 
corn is much less than in others. Thus the Arabs on the 
eastern coast of the Red Sea, between Yembo and Akaba, use 
but little wheaten bread. It is the want of corn that obliges ail 
Bedouins to keep up any intercourse with those who cultivate 
the soil ; and it is a mistake to imagine that the Bedouins can 
ever be independent of the cultivators. The frontier villages 
of Syria and Mesopotamia, the towns of Nedjd ; Yembo, Mekka, 
and Djidda, and the cultivated vallies of Hedjaz and Yemen, 
are frequented for provisions by all the Bedouins at a distance 
of ten or fifteen days from those points : there they sell their 
eattle, and take in return wheat, barley and clothes. It is only 
when circumstances force them, that Arabs content themselves 
with a diet of milk and meat alone. t- 
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Of camel's milk, neither butter nor cheese is ever made ; it 
abounds among the Aenezes. The sheep and goats are milked 
every morning by the women before day-break ; the milk b 
shaken for about two hours in skins, and thus becomes batter ; 
and the buttermilk constitutes the chief beverage of the Arabs, 
and is much used in their dishes: it is generally (but not always) 
called leben, while fresh milk is distinguished by the term, kaleib. 

A lamb is sometimes roasted or baked in the earth ; a bole 
being made for that purpose, heated and covered with stones* 
Many Bedouins have a custom of boiling certain herbs in bat* 
ter, which is then poured off into the skins containing their pro- 
visions. This butter becomes strongly impregnated with the 
odour of those herbs, and is much liked by the Arabs. The 
herb skyh is often used in this manner; the herb baiiherdm 
(a species of thyme) is commonly applied to this purpose in 
Nedjd. 

On their journeys, the Bedouins live almost wholly upon un- 
leavened bread baked in the ashes, and mixed with butter : this 
food they call fair*, ayesh, and kahkeh. 

I have elsewhere remarked that the Arabs of Kerek regard it 
as extremely shameful to sell any butter. Among the Bedouins 
near Mekka to sell milk is considered as equally degrading, and the 
poorest Arab would not expose himself to the opprobrious nick- 
name of hbban, or " milkseller," although, during the pilgrim- 
age, milk is excessively dear, ft forms a curious exception to 
this rule, that the Beni Koreish, who esteem themselves the 
most noble race of Arabian Bedouins, freely sell their milk, 
with which Mekka is supplied from the tents of that tribe, gen- 
erally pitched about Djebel Arafat and Wady Muna. 

In Hedjaz the usual dish of the Arabs is Indian rice, mixed 
with lentils and without any bread ; this they find cheaper then 
corn, and equally nutritious ; but wherever dates grow, that ex- 
cellent fruit constitutes their chief diet. In Nedjd, Hedjas, and 
Yemen, the Bedouins use butter to excess. Whoever can af- 
ford such luxury, swallows every morning a large copfull of but- 
ter before breakfast, and snufis up as much into his nostrils (this 
is also a favourite practice among the people of Mekka) : aH 
their food swims in butter. The continual motion wad ex orci s e 
in which they employ themselves strengthen their powers of di- 
gestion, and for the same reason, an Arab will live for months 
together upon the smallest allowance ; and then, if an opportn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1834.] Food and Cookery* 719 

nity should offer, he will devour at one sitting the flesh of half 
a lamb without any injury to his health. 

In the interior of their deserts, the Bedouins never make any- 
cheese ; their butter is made of sheep's or goats' milk. I have 
never seen any butter made from the milk of camels, although 
I understood that this was sometimes the case on particular oc- 
casions of necessity ; many Arabs with whom I conversed had 
never tasted any. 

Throughout the desert when a sheep or gpat is killed, the 
persons present often eat the liver and kidneys raw, adding to it 
a little salt. Some Arabs of Yemen are said to eat raw not 
only those parts, but likewise whole slices of flesh ; thus re- 
sembling the Abyssioians and the Druses of Libanon, who fre- 
quently indulge in raw meat, the latter to my own certain know- 
ledge. The Asyr Arabs, and those south of them towards 
Yemen, eat horse flesh ; but this is never used as food among 
the northern Bedouins. 

The Arabs are rather slovenly in their manner of eating ; they 
thrust the whole hand into the dish before them, shape the bur- 
goul into balls as large as a hen's egg, and thus swallow it. 
They wash their hands just before dinner, but seldom after ; 
being content to lick the grease off their fingers, and rub their 
bands upon the leather scabbards of their swords, or clean them 
with the roffe of the tent (as above mentioned). The common 
hour of breakfast is about ten o'clock : dinner or supper is 
served at sunset. If there is plenty of pasture, camel's milk is 
handed round after dinner. The Arabs eat heartily, and with, 
much eagerness. The boiled dish set before them being always 
very hot, it requires some practice to avoid burning one's fin-* 
gers, and yet to keep pace with the voracious company. In- 
deed, during my first acquaintance with the Arabs, I seldom 
retired from a meal quite satisfied. Amoog the Arabs of the 
desert, as those of the towns, the disgusting custom of eructation 
after every meal is universal. This I observe, to correct a mis- 
representation of D'Arvieux. 

The women eat in the meharrem what is left of the men's 
dinner : they seldom have the good fortune to taste any meat , 
except the head, feet, and liver of the lambs. While the men 
of the camp resort to the tent in which a stranger is entertained, 
and participate in the supper, their women steal into the me- 
harrem of the hostess, to beg a foot, or some other trifling 
portion of the animal killed for the occasion. 
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III. Industry. 

The chief specimens of Bedouin industry are the tanning of 
leather ; the preparing of water-skins, the weaving of tents, 
sacks, cloaks, and abbas. The leather is tanned by means of 
pomegranate juice, or, (as more commonly over the whole 
desert) with the gharad or fruit of the Sant, or else with the 
bark of the Seyate, another mimosa species. Hie women sew 
the water-skins which the men have tanned. They work io 
Hedjaz verv neat neck-leathers for the camels, upon which their 
husbands ride ; these are a kind of net-work, adorned with 
shells and leather tassels, called dawfreh. The distaff is fre- 
quently seen in the hands of men all over the Hedjaz ; and it 
seems strange that they should not regard this as derogating 
from their masculine dignity, while they disdainfully spurn at 
every other domestic employment. Among all the Bedouin 
tribes, goat's hair constitutes the material of the coverings of tents, 
and of camel and provision bags. 

IV. Wealth and Property or the Bedouins. 

An Arab's property consists almost wholly in bis horses and 
camels. The profits arising from his butter enable bim to pro- 
cure the necessary provisions of wheat and barley, and occa- 
sionally a new suit of clothes for his wife and daughters. His 
mare every spring produces a valuable colt, and by her means 
he may expect to enrich himself with booty. No Arab family 
can exist without one camel at least ; a man, who has but ten, 
is reckoned poor : thirty or forty place a man in easy circum- 
stances ; and he who possesses sixty, is rich. I do not, how- 
ever, make this statement as applicable to all Arabs: there are 
tribes originally poor, like the Ahl Djebel Arabs ; among whom, 
from the possession of ten camels, a man is reckoned wealthy. 
Some sheikhs of the Aenezes have as fnany as three hundred 
camels. The sheikh who was my guide to Tedmor was reputed 
to have one hundred camels, between three and four hundred 
sheep and goats, two mares and one horse. The price of a 
camel varies according to the demands of the Hadj or Mekka 
caravans. The Hadj not having taken place for the last four 
years, a good Arab camel is now worth about ten pounds. I 
once inquired of an Arab in easy circumstances, what was the 
amount of his yearly expenditure ; and he said, that in ordinary 
years he consumed— 
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11 piastres. 

, Four cameHoads of wheat . £00 

Barley for his mare 1D0 

Clothing for his women and children . . .' ' 200 
Luxuries, as coffee, kammerdin, debs* tobacco, and 
half a dozen lambs 200 ' 

700 
about 35 or 40 pounds sterling. 

Among the Arabs, horses are not so numerous as might be 
supposed from (he reports of several travellers, as well as of the 
qountry people in Syria, who indeed are but imperfectly ac- 

3'uaimed with the affairs of the Desert. During my visits to 
leneze encampments, I could seldom reckon more than one 
mare for six or seven tents. The Aenezes exclusively ride their 
mares, and sell the male colts to the peasants and town's people 
of Syria and Baghdad. The Arabs of Abl el Shem&l have more 
horses than the Aenezes, but the breed is adulterated in some 
instances. 

Wealth, however, among the Arabs is extremely precarious, 
apd the most rapid changes of fortune are daily experienced. 
The bold incursions of robbers, and sudden attacks of hostile 
patties, reduce, in a few days, the richest man to a state of beg- 
gar^ ; and we may venture to say, that there are not many 
fathers of families who have escaped such disasters. The de- 
tail hereafter given, of Bedouin wars and robberies, will explain 
this assertion. It may be almost said, that the Arabs are obliged 
to rob and pillage. Most families of the Aenezes are unable 
to defray the annual expenses from their profits on their cattle, 
and few Arabs would sell a camel to purchase provisions : be 
knows, from experience, that to continue long in a state of 
peace, diminishes the wealth of an individual ; war and plunder 
therefore becomes necessary. The sheikh is obliged to lead 
his Arabs against the enemy, if there be one ; if not, it can 
easily be contrived to make one. But it may be truly said, that 
wealth alone does not give a Bedouin any importance among 
his people. A poor man, if he be hospitable and liberal accor- 
ding to his means, always killing a lamb when a stranger arrives, 
giving coffee to all the guests present, holding bis bag of tobacco 

* Kammerdin, dried apricot jelly from Damasc u s*— D ebt , a 
jelly made of grapes. 
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pjways ready to supply the pipes of his friends, and sharing what- 
ever booty he gets among b.is poor relations, sacrificing his last 
peqny to honour his guest or relieve those who want, obtains in- 
finitely more consideration and influence among bis tribe, than 
the bafcheil, or avaricious and wealthy miser, wbp receives a 
guest with coldness, pnd lets his poor friends starve. As riches 
among this nation of robbers do not confer influence or power, 
so the wealthy person does not derive from them any more 
refined gratification than the poorest individual of the tribe may 
enjoy. The richest sheikh lives like the meanest qf bis Arabs : 
they both eat every day of the same dishes, and in the same 
quantity, and never partake of any luxury unless on the arrival of 
a stranger, when the host's tent is open to all bis friends* They 
both dress in the saiqe kind of shabby gown and messhlakk. 
The chief pleasure in which the chief may indulge, is the pos- 
session of a swift mare, and the gratification of seeing bis 
wife and daughters better dressed than the other females of the 
camp. 

Bankruptcy, in the usual acceptation of the word, is unknown 
among the Arabs. A Bedouin either loses his prqpejly by the 
.enemy (it is then said of him wukhad hel&le), or he expepds ft 
in profuse hospitality. In this latter case he is praised by the 
whole tribe ; and as the generous Arab is most frequently en- 
dued with other npmacjic virtues, he seldom fails to regain, by 
some lucky stroke, vyhat be had so nobly lost. 

The only Bedouins that can be reckoqed wealthy, are those 
whose tribes pasture their cattle in the ppen plains, wljich have 
been fertilized by the rains of winter. To tbppi belong in- 
numerable herds qf camels: the richest Bedouins of the southern 
plains are the Kahtan tribe, on the frontiers of Yemeq. Tbe 
father of a family is said to be poor among them, if \\p pqssess 
pnly forty camels; the usual stock in a family is from one 
hundred \o \yo bundrecj. The tribes of poor Pedouins are all 
those who qccupy a mountainous territory, where the camels 
find le$$ fopd, and are not so prolific. Thus the Pedouiq in- 
habitants qf tljat wbqle chain of mountains, tha,t extend from 
Damascus acfps3 Arabia Petraea, and along the coast of ^e 
Red Sea, ps far as, ¥emeq, are all people of little property jo 
cattle, ufh'ile all the trjfops of the eastern plains possess great 
numbers. The account which I have already given of an Arab's 
yearly expenses, must \\e understood only of a man aboye the 
common class ; many respectable families spend onjy half that 
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sum. Tcf give a specimen of the means adopted by a poof 
Arab to gain his livelihood,- and furnish his family with pro- 
visions, my journal of an expedition in the Sinai mountains may 
be consulted. Poor Bedouins come from thence to Cairo, 
bringing their camels loaded with coals. Such a load, which 
requires the labour of one man for ten or fifteen days to collect, 
is sold at Cairo for about three dollars, after a journey of ten o+ 
eleven days. With these three dollars, the man then purchases 
half a load of wheat, some tobacco for himself, and a pair of 
shoes or handkerchief for his wife, and returns the same dis- 
tance to his tent ; having been above five weeks employed, to- 
gether with his camel, in procuring this scanty supply for the 
family. On such occasion a Bedouin will gladly forfeit the only 
sensual pleasure he can enjoy on the road, (eating butter and 
stocking tobacco,) rather than return to his home without some 
small present for his family, for the purchase of which he sacri- 
fices, if necessary, even his butter-skin and tobacco-pouch. 

Some Arab families pride themselves in having only herds of 
camels, without sheep or goats ; but I never heard that there 
existed whole tribes without the latter. Those who have camfcfs 
alone are mostly families of sheikhs ; and in case strangers ar- 
rive for whom a lamb is to be kiHed, then the Arabs usually 
bring one for that purpose to the sheikh's tent. In some en- 
campments, the Arabs will not permit their sheikh to slaughter a 
lamb on any occasion, but furnish by turns the meat for his tent. 
The families, who have camels only are called ahel bel, in op- 
position to the ahel ghanem. 

But in the most desperate circumstances, without camels or 
sheep, a Bedouin is always too proud to show discontent, or 
much less to complain. He never begs assistance, but strives 
with all his might, either as a camel-driver, a shepherd, or a 
robber, to retrieve his lost property. Hope in the bounty of 
God, and a perfect resignation to his divine will, are deeply im- 
planted in the Arab's breast ; but this resignation does not pa- 
ralyse bis exertions so much as it does those of the Turks. I 
have heard Arabs reproach Turks for their apathy and stupidity, 
hi ascribing to the will of God what was merely the result of 
their own faults or folly, quoting a proverb which says, "He 
bared his back to the stings of mosquitos, and then exclaimed, 
God has decreed that I should be stung." The fortitude with 
which Bedouins endure evils of every kind is exemplary : m 
that respect they are as much superior to us as we exceed tfaem 
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in our eager search after pleasing sensations and refined enjoy- 
ments. Wise men have always thought that the amount of evil 
in this world was greater than that of pleasure ; it seems there- 
fore that he is more truly a philosopher who, although be knows 
but few refinements of pleasure, laughs at evil, than the man 
who sinks under adversity, and passes his happier moments in 
tbepursuit of visionary enjoyments. 

The secret hopes and expectations of the Bedouin are much 
more limited than those of the Arab who dwells in a town. His 
chief desire during a state of poverty is to become so opulent 
that he may be enabled to slaughter a lamb on the arrival of 
every respectable guest at his tent, and in this act of hospitality 
to rival at least, if not to exceed, all the other Arabs of his tribe. 
If fortune grant him the accomplishment of this desire, he then 
looks out (or a fine horse or dromedary, and good clothes for 
his females : these objects once attained, he feels no other wish 
but that of maintaining and increasing bis reputation for bravery 
and hospitality. For this reason it may be safely affirmed that 
there are among Bedouins, an infinitely greater number of in- 
dividuals contented and happy with their lot, than among other 
Asiatics, whose happiness is almost always blighted by avarice, 
and the ambition of rising above their equals. 

The Bedouin is certainly unhappy when be feels himself so 
poor that he cannot entertain a guest according to bis wish ; he 
then looks with an envious eye upon bis more fortunate neigh- 
bours ; be dreads the sneers of friends and of enemies, who re- 
gard him as unable to honour a stranger : but whenever he can 
contrive to display hospitality, he feels himself upon a footing 
of equality with the richest sheikh, towards whom he bears no 
envy on account of bis more numerous flocks and herds, the 
possession of which does not procure to him any increase either 
of honours or enjoyments. 

V. Warfare and Predatory Excursions. 

The Arab tribes are in a state of almost perpetual war against 
each other ; it seldom happens that a tribe enjoys a moment of 
general peace with all his neighbours, yet the war between two 
tribes is scarcely ever of long duration ; peace is easily made, 
but again broken upon the slightest pretence. The Arab war- 
fare is that of partisans ; general battles are rarely fought : to 
surprise the enemy by a sudden attack, and to plunder a camp, 
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are chief objects of both parties. This is the reason why their 
wars are bloodless ; the enemy is generally attacked by superior 
numbers, and he gives way without fighting, in hopes of re- 
taliating on a weak encampment of the other party. The 
dreaded effects of "blood-revenge," which shall be hereafter 
noticed, prevent many sanguinary conflicts : thus two tribes 
may be at war for a whole year without the loss of more than 
thirty or forty men on each side. The Arabs, however, have 
evinced on some occasions great firmness and courage; but 
when they fight merely for plunder, they behave like cowards. 
I could adduce numerous instances of caravan-travellers and 
peasants putting to flight three times their number of Arabs who 
had attacked them : hence, throughout Syria, tbey are reckoned 
miserable cowards, and their contests with the peasants always 
prove them such ; but when the Arab faces his national enemy 
in open battle, when the fame and honour of his tribe are at 
stake, he frequently displays heroic valour ; and we still find 
among tbem warriors whose names are celebrated all over the 
desert ; and the acts of bravery ascribed to them might seem 
fabulous, did we not recollect that the weapons of the Arabs 
allow full scope to personal prowess, and that in irregular skir- 
mishing the superior qualities of the horse give the rider in- 
calculable advantages over his enemies. Thus we read in the 
history of Antar that this valiant slave, when mounted upon his 
mare Ghabara, killed with his lance, in a single battle, eight 
hundred men. However incredulous respecting the full amount 
of his statement, I may hefe be allowed to mention the name of 
a modern hero, whose praise is recorded in hundreds of poertis, 
and whose feats in arms have been reported to me by many 
ocular witnesses. Gedoua Ibn Gheyan el Shamsy is known to 
have slain thirty of his enemies in one encounter ; he prided 
himself in having never been put to flight, and the booty which he 
took was immense. But his friends alone benefited by this, for 
he himself continued always poor. His life at last was sacri- 
ficed to his valour. A war broke out in the year 1790, between 
the Ibn Fadhel and Ibn Esmeyr tribes, while most of the Aene- 
zes engaged themselves on one side or the other. After many 
partial encounters, the two sheikhs, each with about five thou- 
sand horsemen, met near Mezerib, a small town on the Hadj 
road, nearly fifty miles from Damascus, on the plain of Hauran, 
find both determined on a general battle that should terminate 
the war. The armies were drawn up in sight of each other, ; 
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and some slight skirmishing bad commenced, when Gedoua (or, 
as the Bedouins in their dialect called him, Djedoud) formed 
the generous resolution of sacrificing his life for the glory of. his 
tribe. He rode up to Ibn Esmeyr, under whose banners the 
Shamsy then fought, took off his coat of mail, and his clothes to 
his shirt, and approaching the chief, kissed bis beard, thereby 
indicating that he devoted his life to him. He then quitted the 
ranks of his friends, and, without any arms besides his sabre, 
drove his mare furiously against the enemy. His valour being 
well known to the troops of both parties, every one waited with 
anxious expectation the result of his enterprise. The strength 
of his arm soon opened a way among the hostile ranks ; be 
penetrated to their standard, or merkeb, which was carried in 
the centre; felled to the ground the camel that bore it by a 
stroke on its thigh ; then wheeled round, and had already re- 
gained the open space between the two armies, when be was 
killed by a shot from a metrds or foot-soldier.* His friends, 
who had seen the merkeb fall, rushed with a loud cheer upon 
their enemies, and completely routed them; above five hundred 
foot-soldiers having been slain on that day. Whenever the 
merkeb falls, the battle is considered as lost by the party to whom 
k had belonged. 

I have already mentioned, that the usual mode of warfare is 
to surprise by sudden attacks. To effect this the Arabs some- 
times prepare an expedition against an enemy, whose tents are 
at a distance often or twenty days from their own. The Aene- 
zes are not unfrequently seen encamped in the Hauran, and 
making incursions into the territory of Mekka ; or a party of 
the Dhofyr Arabs from the vicinity of Baghdad, plunderingthe 
Aeneze encampments near Damascus ; or some of the Beni 
Sakr tribe from Djebel Belkaa, seeking for pillage in the pro- 
vince of Irak Arabi. Whenever they resolve to undertake a 
distant expedition, every horseman who is to be of the party, 
engages a friend to accompany him : this zammal, or com- 
panion, is mounted on a young and strong camel. The horse- 
man provides camel-bags, a stock of food, and water. He 
mounts behind the zammal, that his mare may not be fatigued 

# I'he metrds, or foot-soldiers, are armed with fire-locks ; they 
crouch down in front between the lines of horsemen, and place beapa 
of stones before them, on which they rest their muskets, thai they 
may take- a mote certain aim. 
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before the decisive moment arrives. When the ghazou, or 
flying detachments, approach the enemy, their chief generally 
appoints three meeting-places, were the zammals are to wait 
fpr the horsemen who push forward to the attack. The first 
meeting-place is seldom more than half an hour's distance from 
the enemy's camp, in a wddy (or valley), or behind a hill. If, 
at the appointed time, their party does not return to them, the 
zammals hasten to the second meeting-place, and halt there for 
a whole day in expectation of their friends; thence they proceed 
tq the third station, where they are to remain three or four c|ays ; 
this place being always at a long day's distance from the object 
of attack, the enemy's camp. If, after the expiration of that 
time, none of their people return, they hasten homewards as fast 
as possible. Should the expedition have proved successful in 
the taking of booty, the zammal is rewarded with a she-camel, 
even though his friend's share should not amount to more than 
a single camel ; but if the horsemen have been defeated, the 
?ampial does npt get any remuneration. It sometimes happens 
on distant expeditions, that all the horsemen are destroyed ; if 
they are repulsed, and cut off from the zammals, who have with 
them the food and water, they must perish in the barren plain, 
or submit to be stripped and plundered. 

Whenever an enemy comes from a distance to attack an en- 
campment, he does not trouble himself about the property thai 
may be in tents, but drives away the horses and camels. If, oq 
the; contrary, the enemy's camp is near, the conquerors take 
away the tents, and all that they contain. In such case, a 
courageous woman may recover one of her husband's parcels, 
if she run after the retiring e;nemy, and call out to their chief, 
" O noble chief, I beg ray nourishment from God and from, 
you ! — we shall be starved !" If she can keep up with the troop, 
tor apy length of time, the chief will think himself bound in 
honour to give her a camel from his own share of the booty. 

Whatever these Arabs take in a successful expedition, is 
shared according to previous agreement. Sometimes every 
horseman plunders for himself; at other times, an equal division 
is to be made. In the former case, whatever an Arab Qrsjt 
touches with bis lance is regarded as his sole property; thus, if 
a herd of camels he found, ev$ry one hastens to touch with, his 
lance as many as he can before any other person, calling out as 
l^e touches each, " O N * * *, bear witness ! O, Z * * *, be- 
hpW thou^ ail m j^" Thp ^hief of the ghazou (not always, the 
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sheikh of the camp, bat some other respectable roan of diatribe) 
generally stipulates for an extra portion of the booty ; for in- 
stance, that all the male camels taken should be bis, or one 
tenth of the plunder above his ordinary share. If a large patty 
take but a comparatively small booty, the chief on his return as- 
sembles the men, and the cattle that they had taken, before his 
tent, and then says to his companions, one after another, "Go 
thou and take one ;" " and thou, go thou, and take one," etc. 
When all have taken an equal share, should some few remain, 
which it would be difficult to divide among such numbers, the 
chief pronounces the word m&leha, (which I am unable to ex- 
plain, for it cannot here signify salted) ; on this signal, they all 
rush upon the remaining cattle, and whatever beast a man first 
seizes, he retains as his own property. 

The Aenezes never attack by ntght; this they regard as 
boag or treachery ; for, during the confusion of a nocturnal as- 
sault, the women's apartment might be entered, and * btonc e 
offered, which would infallibly occasion much resistance iron 
the men of the attacked camp, and probably end in a genend 
massacre — a circumstance which the Arabs constantly endea- 
vour to avoid. An exception, however, must here be made ; 
for the Shammar Arabs have a peculiar custom of attacking by 
• night the enemy's camp, when it happens to be situated near 
their own. if they can reach it unobserved, tbey suddenly 
knock down the principal tent-poles ; and whilst the surprised 
people are striving to disengage themselves from the tent-cover- 
ings which had fallen on them, the cattle are driven off by the 
assailants. This kind of attack they call bey&t. 

But the female sex is respected even among the most invete- 
rate enemies, whenever a camp is plundered ; and neither men, 
women, nor slaves, are ever taken prisoners. If the Arabs, 
after their camp has been plundered, receive a reinforcement, 
or can rally, they pursue the enemy ; and whatever they can 
recover of the plundered property is returned to its original 
owner. 

In the plundering of a camp, but few men are ever killed. 
As the camp is generally taken by surprise, defence would be 
useless against superior numbers; and an Arab never kills 
an unresisting foe, unless he has to avenge the blood of some 
relation. 

The Bedouins who live in mountainous districts have fewer 
camels and horses than those of the plains, and therefore 
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not mfcke 90 many plundering expeditions into distant quarters, 
and are less warlike than the others. Mountain warfare is more- 
over liable to many difficulties and dangers unknown in the open 
country : plunder cannot be so easily carried off, and the re- 
cesses of the mountains are seldom well known to any but their 
own inhabitants. Still there are very few tribes who are ever 
in a state of perfect peace with all their neighbours ; indeed, I 
cannot at present recollect that this was the case with any one 
among the numerous tribes that I knew. The Sinai tribes were 
in 181 6 at peace with all the Arabs in their neighbourhood, ex- 
cept the Sowaraka, a tribe dwelling near Gaza and Hebron. 

I may here confirm what has been said respecting the martial 
spirit of the Bedouins; their cowardice when fighting for plun- 
der only ; and their bravery when they repel a public enemy. 
Of the last, they have given repeated proofs, during their wars 
with the Turks in Hedjaz, whom they defeated in every en- 
counter; for the great battle of Byssel, in January 1815, was 
merely gained by the stratagems of Mohammed Aly Pasha. In 
that action whole lines of Bedouins, tied by ropes fastened to 
each other's legs, were found slaughtered, having sworn to their 
women at parting that they would never fly before a Turk. To 
adduce instances of personal valour among the Bedouins would 
be easy ; but such instances are not altogether conclusive as to 
the character of a whole nation. Whoever has known the Be- 
douins in their deserts, must be perfectly convinced that they 
are capable of acts displaying exalted courage, and of much 
more steadiness and cool perseverance, in cases of danger, than 
their enemies, the Turks. 

The most renowned warrior in the southern -parts of Arabia 
was, during my residence in Hedjaz, Shahher, of the Kabtan 
tribe. He alone once routed a party of thirty horsemen be- 
longing to the Sherif Ghaleb, who had invaded the territory of 
bis Arabs. Ghaleb, who was himself a man of considerable 
bravery, said on this occasion that " since the time of the Sword 
of Ood (this is one of Aly's surnames), a stronger arm than 
Shahher's had not been known in Arabia." At another time, 
the Sherif Hamoud, governor of the Yemen coast, was repulsed 
with his escort of eighty mounted men by Shahher alone. 

The sheikh of Beni Shammar, in Mesopotamia, whose name 
is El Djerba, or, as he is otherwise entitled, Beney, has also 
obtained great celebrity for his courageous deeds. When the 
troops of the Pasha of Baghdad were defeated in 1809, by the 
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Jftowalla Arabs, Beney, with his cousin Abou Fares, cohered 
their retreat; and these two horsemen fought against a multitude 
of the enemy's cavalry. In the desert, valour must alone be 
sought among the chiefs, who are generally as much dis- 
tinguished for bravery as for the influence which they possess. 

There is one circumstance that greatly favours the chance of 
a foreign general in his contests with the Bedouins.* They 
are but little accustomed to battles in which much blood is sbed. 
When ten or fifteen men are killed in a skirmish, the circum- 
stance is remembered as an event of great importance for many 
years by both parties. If, therefore, in a battle with foreign 
troops several hundred are killed in the first onset, and if any 
of their principal men should be among the slain, the Bedouins 
become so disheartened, that they scarcely think of further re- 
sistance; while a much greater loss on the side of their enemies 
could not make a similar impression on mercenary, soldiers. 
But even the Arabs would only (eel this impression at thlejbe- 
ginning of a severe contest ; and they would soon, no o*oubt, 
accustom themselves to bear greater losses in support of their 
independence, than tbey usually suffer in their petty warfire 
about wells and pasture-grounds. Of this, the Asyr Ara&fe .|»np 
were principally opposed to Mohammed Aly in the battle ciJF 
Byssel, aflbrd a striking example. Having lost fifteen bri&ed 
men in that action (from which their chief Tamy escajpied with 
only five men), they recovered sufficient strength to be abt^, 
about forty days after, to meet the Turkish soldiers in anbtMfr 
battle, in their own territory, a battle less sanguinary, although 
better contested than the former ; but it ended, after two day** 
fighting, in the defeat and subsequent capture of Tamy. , 

When two hostile parties of Bedouin cavalry meet, and per- 
ceive from afar, that they are equal in point of numbers, tbey 
halt opposite to each other out of the reach of musket-shot; aod 
the battle begins by skirmishes between two men. A horse- 
man leaves his party and gallops off towards the enemy, ex- 
claiming, " O horsemen, O horsemen, let such a one meet me !" 



* But this must not flatter him with the hope of reducing them to 
perfect subjection ; and if k be asked what could induce a foreign 
chief to attempt such a conquest, the auswer may be given hi a 
quotation from the letter of Abdallah Ibn Saoud, to the Grand-Sig- 
ner : — * Envy does not spare even those whose dwellings are miser- 
able b#ts in deserts, and upon barren hills." 
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If the adversary for whom he calls be present, and not afraid 
to meet him in combat, he gallops forwards; if absent, bis 
friends reply that he is not amongst them. The challenged 
horseman in his turn exclaims, " And you upon the grey mare, 
who are you?" the other answers, "I am *** the son of***." 
Having thus become acquainted with each other, they begin to 
fight ; none of the by-standers join in this combat ; to do so 
would be reckoned a treacherous action ; but if one of the com- 
batants should turn back, and fly towards his friends, the latter 
hasten to his assistance, and drive back the pursuer, who is in 
turn protected by his friends. After several of these partial 
combats between the best men of both parties, the whole corps 
join in promiscuous combat. If an Arab in battle should meet 
with a personal friend among the enemy's ranks, he turns his 
mare to a different side, and cries out, " Keep away ? let not 
thy b)ood be upon me !" 

Soould a horseman not be inclined to accept the challenge of 
an adversary, but choose to remain among the ranks of his 
friends, the challenger laughs at him with taunts and reproaches, 
and makes it known, as a boast, during the rest of his life, that 
such a one * * would not venture to meet such a one * * in 
battle. ( 

, it the cootest happen in a level country, the victorious party 
frequently pursue the fugitives for three, four, or five hours to- 
gether at full gallop ; and instances are mentioned of a close 
Eursuit for a whole day. This would not be possible with any 
ut the Bedouin breed of horses, and it is on this account that 
the Bedouin praises his mare, not so much for her swiftness as 
for her indefatigable strength. 

It is an universal law among the Arabs, that if, in time of war 
or in suspicious districts, one party meet another in the desert, 
without knowing whether it be friendly or hostile, those who 
think themselves the stronger should attack the other; and 
sometimes blood is shed before they ascertain that the parties 
are friends ; but this is not the case id the Wahaby dominions, 
where a strong party must pass a weak one without daring to 
molest it. 

The Bedouin mode of fighting is most ancient. The bankaa 
described in the two best heroic romances (the History oft 
Antar f and that of the tribe of Beni Heidi) consisted prin- 
cipally in single combats, like those above mentioned. It id 
more congenial with the dispositions of Bedouins, who are al- 
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ways anxious to know by whom a man has been killed — a cir- 
cumstance which in a promiscuous attack cannot easily be 
ascertained. 

VI. Blood-Revenge, or Thar. 

The fundamental laws of blood-revenge are the same, and 
universal throughout the whole Arabian desert. The right to it 
exists every where within the khomse:* Arabian tribes re- 
siding in foreign parts have invariably carried this institution 
with them. We find it among the Libyan Bedouins, and all 
along the bank of the Nile, up to Sennar: wherever true 
Arabs are settled, there is a law, that for blood an atonement 
must be made by blood, or by a severe fine, if the family of 
the person slain or wounded will agree to such a commutation. 
They have rendered this independent of the public adminis- 
tration of justice, and have given the blood-revenge into the 
hands of the sufferer's family or of his friends, persuaded 
that a judicial punishment would not satisfy a person who 
had been so seriously hurt and insulted in private, and to \ 
whom the law of nature gave the right of revenge. The system 
of the Arabs' political corporation would prevent the arising 6f 
any public disorder from the retaliation between individuals; ' 
every clan would stand forward in protection of any of its mem- 
bers unjustly persecuted ; and it seems, that in a rude state of 
society, whenever the security of the whole is not affected, each 

?erson has full right to retaliate an injury upon bis neighbour. 
!*he Arab regards this blood-revenge as one of his most sacred 
rights, as well as duties ; no earthly consideration could induce 
him to relinquish it : and even among the degenerate and en- 
slaved race of Egyptian peasants, trembling under the iron rod 
of Mohammed Ali, a Fellah plunges his dagger into the breast 
of the man who has murdered his brother, although he knows, 
that his own life must be forfeited for the deed ; for that Pasba 
has endeavoured, by all the means in his power, to suppress 
every remaining spark of independent feeling among his subject*. 
The stronger and the more independent a tribe is, the more 
remote from cultivated provinces, and the wealthier its individ- 
uals, the less frequently are the rights of the Thar commuted into 
a fine. Great sheikhs, all over the Desert, regard it as a shame- 

# That w, within the fifth generation. 
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ful transaction to compromise in any degree for the blood of 
tbeir relations; but when the tribe is poor, and infected by the 
paltry spirit of neighbouring settlers in cultivated districts, the 
fine (or dye) is frequently accepted. To give up the right of 
personal revenge as well as of this fine, is a matter of which 
they cannot even form any notion, and the Arabs have a pro- 
verbial saying, "Were hell-fire to be my lot, I would not re- 
linquish the Thar." 

The fine for blood varies in almost every tribe. Among the 
Beni Harb, in tfedjaz, it is eight hundred dollars. The same 
sum has been fixed by the Wahaby chief, following the rule 
prescribed in the time of Mohammed, when Abu Beker de- 
clared the price of a free man's blood 'to be one hundred she* 
camels. Saoud has estimated every she-camel at eight dollars, 
and thus made it a sura of eight hundred dollars. He has 
done all in his power, to induce the Arabs throughout his do- 
minions to give up this long-established right of private revenge, 
and to accept the fine in its stead. But he has seldom been 
able to prevail over their ancient prejudices : and the Bedouins 
feel much ill-will towards him for his endeavours to abrogate a 
law, which they regard as sacred. 

Whenever an Arab has entered into a compromise with die 
family, to whom be owes blood, he addresses himself to his re»i 
fetions and friends, soliciting from them some contributions in 
sheep and lambs, that he may be enabled to make up the sum 
required. Among some tribes it is a custom, that contributions 
shoold be made, in proportionable shares, by all the individuals 
comprised within the khomse, and who are therefore liable them* 
selves to suffer from the blood-debt, in case no payment of an- 
other kind be accepted. But this is not a general rule; and the 
damnaunj or homicide in many tribes must make up the sum 
himself, with his brothers and father only. 

But in those tribes where contributions are made, the Arabs 
evince great liberality, when the man who asks their assistance 
is liked by his people. Their gifts are so abundant from every 
quarter, that he is not only enabled to make up the sum re- 
quired, but is often enriched by the surplus; which, the debt 
being paid, remains with him as his own property. On such 
occasions, they likewise go about among their friends of foreign 
tribes soliciting assistance. This is seldom refused. A similar 
kindness is expected in cases of emergency ; and there is no 
circumstance in which the Bedouins more fully prove the; af- 
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faction which fbey entertain for each other, as members of ooe 
great nation, than when they are thus called upon for their con- 
tributions. They may indeed be considered, on such occa si ons, 
as partners belonging to one extensive compaoy, in the gains 
and losses of which every individual is more or less interested. 

The same demand for assistance is made, whenever the cattle 
of an Arab has been driven off by the enemy. His frieods 
never hesitate to contribute towards the reparation of his loss, 
although not always so liberally as in the cases mentioned above ; 
when, besides their friendship for the sufferer, they are impelled 
by a national feeling : for a tribe esteems itself honoured by 
enumerating among its individuals, men who have slain enemies, 
and are therefore supposed to be persons of valour. If the 
sheikh of a tribe should happeo to lose his property, by the 
attack of an enemy, all his Arabs voluntarily hasten to bis re- 
lief; and if be be a favourite, they soon reinstate him to the fuM 
amount of the cattle, which he bad lost. 

When an atonement for blood is to be made among the Arabs 
of Sinai, the relations of the dammawy appoint a place of 
meeting with the family of the man who has been killed, that ma 
arrangement may be settled; the killed man's friends having" 
consented to the meeting. At the time fixed, both parties re* 
pair to the place appointed, with their wives, children, and all 



Other relations : there they pass several days in feaBting, ana 
every guest that arrives is treated with great hospitality. Taoae, 
to whom the Mood is due, then make their claims. As there 
does not exist- any certain fine, or </ye, among these Sinai Arab* 
(nor indeed among several other tribes), the sum at first de- 
manded is exorbitant; but all the persons in company immedi- 
ately agree in soliciting a diminution. For instance, a woman 
presents herself before the nearest relation of the deceased, and 
conjures him, by the head of his own infant child, to grant, for 
her sake, an abatement of two or three dollars. A respectable 
sheikh then declares, that he will not eat any food, until aa 
abatement of one camel shall have been made for his sake; and, 
ia this manner, all who are present crowd about the man who 
claims the fine for blood, and who at first assumes a very lofty 
tone, but allows himself to be flattered into a display of gene- 
rosity, gradually remitting dollar after dollar, until a sum is at 
last mentioned which all parties agree in thinking a fair equi- 
valent: this is paid by instalments at monthly intervals, and al- 
ways punctually discharged. Among those Arabs, twenty or 
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thirty camels generally suffice to settle the business. They 
likewise give, on such occasions, in payment, some of the 
date-trees which abound in the vaUies of Sinai occupied by 
Bedouins. 
It may be agreed perhaps to accept for the blood a fine cook 

Earatively small ; but in this case the debtor (that is, be who 
Hied the man) must acknowledge, that himself and his family 
are hha$nm (or persons in a state of obligation) to the other's 
representative : a declaration which gratifies the pride of one 
party, as much as it mortifies the other, and is therefore not 
often made, although it is not attended by any other conse- 
quence;, in fact it is merely a nominal obligation. If adopted, 
it remains for ever in the two families. The Omran and Hey- 
wat Arabs observe this custom. 

The Oulad Aly, a powerful Libyan tribe of Bedouins, in- 
habiting the desert between Fayoum and Alexandria, make it 
a rule never to receive the price of blood, unless the homicide, 
or one of his nearest kindred, should brave the danger of intro- 
ducing himself into the tent of the person slain, and then aayto 
the relations, "Here I am, kill me, or accept the ransom." The. 
nearest relation may do as he pleases, without incurring any. 
blame ; for the stranger has voluntarily renounced the right of 
dakheil, which all the Libyan tribes hold as sacred as the Ara- 
bian. A man who gives himself up in this manner is called 
me$uakencb. If the enemy should meet him before he reaches 
bis tent, an attack is almost always the result. If he enter the. 
tent, a ransom is most commonly accepted ; but instances to the 
contrary sometimes happen. 

The two tribes of Omran and Hey wat act upon a rule, which 
forms an exception to the general Bedouin system of blood- 
revenge remaining within the " khomse." When one of their 
people is killed bv an unknown hand of a known tribe, they 
think themselves justified in retaliating upon any individual of 
that tribe, either innocent or guilty ; and if the affair be com- 
promised, the whole tribe contribute to make up the dye, or 
fine, in proportion to the respective property of each tent. For 
this reason, the Arabs say, that " the Omran and Heywat strike 
sideways," — a practice which is much dreaded by their neigh* 
hours. 

Among several other tribes, the blood of those who fall by the 
unknown hand of a known tribe is demanded from the sheikh, 
who pays the fine, to which his Arabs contribute. This practice, 
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however, is not by any means general ; and among tbe warlike 
tribes of the Eastern parts, whoever perishes by an unknown 
hand cannot be avenged by any legal proceedings ; although tbe 
Bedouins say, that two tribes will never be on terms of sincere 
friendship, as long as they know that blood continues unavenged 
between them. 

The Arabs entertain such notions respecting the solemnity 
and sacredness of an oath, that when a man is even falsely sus- 
pected of having killed another, and the relations of the person 
slain tender to the accused an oath, by taking which he might 
free himself from the imputation, he sometimes, agrees to pay 
the fine rather than swear. Whatever may be the consequences 
of taking an oath, it is considered as a permanent stain on the 
reputation of an Arab to have ever sworn a solemn oath. The 
formula, by which a charge of homicide is denied, I shall here 
set down : — 

" By God ! I have not pierced any akin, 
Nor rendered orphan any boy." 

If a man be wounded in a scuffle, and should afterwards kill 
his antagonist, no allowance is made for tbe wound, but tbe full 
fine for killing a man is imposed, even though the slain person 
may have been the aggressor. Had not the man been killed, 
the wounded person would have , received a considerable fine, 
as a recompense for tbe injury which he had suffered. 

Among the Arabs of Sinai, when a murder happens, tbe 
aggressor either flies, or endeavours to compromise the affair 
by paying a fine ; he therefore places himself under tbe pro- 
tection of some venerable men of his tribe. To this protection 
the friends of the deceased pay due respect during the space of 
thirty days. If, before the lapse of that time, he should not be 
able to effect an arrangement, he must fly, or expect that 
his life will be sacrificed to the deadly vengeance 01 bis ene- 
mies. 

What I have already said of " slaughter," (dhebahh, is appli- 
cable to all tribes of Bedouins. In their wars with each other 
they make a distinction between "blood" and "slaughter," 
having recourse to the latter only in cases of considerable irrita- 
tion. It frequently happens, and especially among the mountain 
Arabs, (whose wars are always more sanguinary and inveterate 
than those among the inhabitants of plains, perhaps because less 
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frequent,) that one tribe puts to death all the males of their 
enemies whom they can possibly seize, without inquiring what 
number of their own people had been slaughtered by their ad- 
versaries. These, of course, retaliate, whenever an opportunity 
offers. 

The general slaughter, where no one ever asks, or ever grants 
quarter, is still in practice among the Red-Sea Arabs, those of 
Southern Syria, and of Sinai ; but peace is usually soon conclud- 
ed and causes a cessation of the bloodshed. An Arab would be 
censured by his tribe, were he not to follow the general practice, 
or allow himself to be influenced by -the dictates of humanity, 
should his companions resolve upon the slaughter. I believe 
that the cruel Israelitish slaughter of the captive kings (that is, 
Bedouin Sheikhs, for so the word emtr, or malek, must be trans- 
lated,) may be traced to a similar custom prevalent in former 
times ; and the chiefs might have insisted upon a strict adhe- 
rence to the ancient usage, apprehending that a dereliction of it 
would tend to weaken the martial spirit of their nation, and ren- 
der them less respected among their neighbours. Even now, 
Bedouins would be severely reproved by others for sparing the 
Jives of individuals belonging to a tribe that would not shew 
mercy to tbem. 

Hospitality. 

To be a Bedouin, is to be hospitable; his condition is so in- 
timately connected with hospitality that no circumstances, how- 
ever urgent or embarrassing, can ever palliate his neglect of that 
social virtue. It cannot, however, be jdenied, that in some in- 
stances their hospitality proceeds from vanity, and a desire of 
distinguishing themselves among their equals in the tribe. But 
if we could minutely examine the true motives of action in most 
men, we should find that virtue is seldom practised merely for 
its own sake, and that some secret accessory spring is often ne- 
cessary to prompt the heart ; charity, and the consciousness of 
our own frailty, thus teach us to , respect even this secondary 
merit ; and we must value a person for his virtuous actions, 
were they even dictated by policy. Where all foreigners are 
so much disliked, as among the Bedouins, we cannot wonder 
that their hospitality should be principally exercised towards 
each other: but I should myself be guilty of ingratitude for 
many proofs of kindness and commiseration, bestowed on roe in 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 94 
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the desert, were I to deny that the hospitality of Bedouins ex- 
tends to all classes, and is combined with a spirit of charity that 
eminently distinguishes those Arabs from their neighbours, the 
Turks : it is also better suited to the morals of a religion which 
they are taught to curse, than to the religion wbicb they ac- 
knowledge. 

As the Turks possess very few good qualities, it would bo 
unfair to deny that they are in a certain degree charitable, that is, 
they sometimes give food to hungry people; but even this 
branch of charity they do not extend so far as the Bedouins, 
and their favours are bestowed with so much ostentation that 
they lose half their merit. After an acquaintance of two or 
three days, a Turk will boast of the many unfortunate persona, 
whom he has clothed and fed, and the distribution of bis aims 
in the feast of Ramadhan, when both law and fashion call upoa 
him for charity ; and he offers a complete picture of the Pha- 
risee in the temple of Jerusalem. It must, however, be allowed, 
that charity towards the poor is more generally practised in all parts 
of the East than in Europe; while, on the other band, aa booeat 
but unfortunate man, ashamed to beg, yet wanting more than a 
scanty dish of rice, will probably find assistance in Europe sooner 
than in the East. Here, it seems to be the rich man's pride 
that he should have a train about him — a train of needy persons 
whom he barely keeps from starving, while they go almost 
naked, or blazon in the town his wonderful generosity, when- 
ever he distributes among them some of his old tattered 
clothes. 

The influx of foreign manners, by which no nation has ever 
benefited, seems to be pernicious in its effect upon the Bedouins; 
for they have lost much of their excellent qualities in those parts 
where they are exposed to the continual passage of strangers. 
Thus, on the pilgrim road, both of the Syrian and Egyptian 
caravan, little mercy is ever shown to hadjy* in distress. Tbe 
hospitality or assistance of tbe Bedouins in those places can only be 
purchased by foreigners with money ; and the stories related by 
pilgrims, even if not exaggerated, would be sufficient to make 
tbe most impartial judge form a very bad opinion of Bedouins 
in genera). This is also the case in Hedjas, and principally be- 
tween Mekka and Medina, where tbe caravan-travellers have as 
little chance of obtaining any thing from the hospitality of tbe 
Bedouins on the road, as if they were among the treacherous 
inhabitants of tbe Nubian Desert. 
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Yet, even in those places, a helpless solitary traveller is sure 
of finding relief; and the immense distance of space between 
Mekka and Damascus is often traversed by a poor single Syrian, 
who trusts altogether to Bedouin hospitality for the means of 
subsistence during bis journey. Among such poor people, as 
Bedouins generally are, no stronger proof of hospitality can be 
given than to state, that, with very few exceptions, a hungry 
Bedouin will always divide his scanty meal with a still more 
hungry stranger, although he may not himself have the means 
of procuring a supply ; nor will he ever let the stranger know 
how much he has sacrificed to his necessities. 

The instances recorded by ancient writers of Arabian hospi- 
tality, seem frequently to me much exaggerated, or to describe 
a foolish prodigality, which neither honours the heart nor the 
head of the donor. To alight from one's horse, and bestow it 
upon a beggar who asks alms, and perhaps to give him also 
one's clothes, is a kind of whimsical ostentatious profusion that 
partakes more of folly than of generosity. This may be recog- 
nised in the late Mourad Bey of Egypt, loudly celebrated for 
munificence because, not happening to have any money about 
biro, he gave to a beggar his poniard, mounted with jewels, and 
reckoned worth three thousand pounds. Similar acts generally 
anBwer their purpose in the East, where people's minds are 
dazaled rather than convinced ; but they as little answer the 
purpose of well-directed charity, as the bags of money which 
the raiser deposits in a secret chamber. 

ft cannot, however, be denied, that even now frequent in- 
stances occur among Bedouins, which evince hospitality carried 
to a pitch that might almost appear unnatural or affected, even 
to a generous European, but which is strictly consistent with the 
laws established in the desert ; and I find the more pleasure in 
mentioning an anecdote on that subject, from its resemblance to 
a story related of Hatem el Tay, the most generous of ancient 
Arabs. Djerba, the present powerful sheikh of Beni Shammar 
in Mesopotamia, who is intimately connected in politics with the 
pashalic of Baghdad, was, many years ago, encamped in the 
province of Djebel Shammar, in the eastern desert, at a time 
when Arabia suffered most severely from dearth and famine. 
The cattle of himself and of his Arabs had already mostly 
perished from want of food, as no rain had fallen for a con- 
siderable time : at length there remained, of all the cattle, only 
two camels, which belonged to him. Under these circum- 
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Stance^, two respectable strangers alighted at bis terit, arid if 
was necessary to set a supper before tbem. No provisions of 
any kind were left in his own tent, nor could the tents of his 
Arabs furnish a morsel: dry roots and shrubs of the desert 
had for several days served as food to these people, and it w» 
impossible to find either a goat or a lamb for the strangers' enter- 
tainment. Djerba could not bear the thought of allowing his 
guests to pass the night without supper ; or that they should re- 
tire hungry to sleep. He therefore commanded that one of his 
tWo camels should be killed. To this his wife objected, alle- 
ging that their children were too wefok to follow the camp next 
morning on foot, and that the camels were absolutely necessary 
for the removal of his own family arid of some of his neigh- 
bours' wives and children. u We are hungry, it is troe,** said 
one of tte guests, "but we are convinbet! of the validity ofyoot 
arguments ; and we shall trust to the tnefcy of God, for finding 
a supply of food somewhere to-mortow t yet, : " added he, "shafi 
#e be the cause that Djerba's enemies should reproach hitti 
for allowing a guest to be hungry in his tent?" This well-meaht 
temark stung the noble-minded sheikh to the soul ; he silently 
went out of the tent, laid hold on bis mare, (the only treasure 
he possessed besides his camels,) and throwing her on the ground, 
Was engaged in tying her feet that he might kill her for bfe 
guests, when he heard from afar the noise of approaching camete ; 
he paused, and soon had the satisfaction of seeing two camels 
arrive, loaded with rice, which bad been sent to him as a pre- 
sent from the province of Kasym. Of this anecdote 1 cannot 
doubt the truth, having heard it related frequently by Arabs of 
provinces totally different. 

Whoever travels among Bedouins, whether rich or poor, and 
wishes to be on friendly terms with them, must imitate, as far as 
he can, their system of hospitality — yet without any appearance 
of prodigality, which would inspire his companions with a belief 
that he possessed immense wealth, and would render his pro- 
gress difficult, in proportion to their increasing demands of 
money. He must likewise condeseend (if it can be called con- 
descension) to treat the Bedouins on terms of equality, and not 
with the haughtiness of a Turkish grandee, as travellers too 
frequently do. A Bedouin will be sociable, and prove himself 
a pleasant companion, without ever becoming insolent or im- 
pertinent, which is always the case with Syrians or Egyptians, 
whenever they are admitted to familiarity. That they may learn 
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respect, it is necessary to keep them at a proper distance ; and 
they easily submit to this treatment, because they are not ac- 
customed to any other. But, in living with a Bedouin, his 
feelings must not be wounded ; he must be treated with friend- 
liness ; and in return he will seek for an opportunity of proving 
to you, that in his own desert he is a greater man than your- 
self. And why not treat kindly a man, who, if you were in the 
most abject and forlorn condition, would certainly treat you as 
a brother ? 

As a bint to travellers, I must here add, that letters of recom- 
mendation to independent Bedouin sheikhs are of very little use. 
If one of these sheikhs once promise to conduct a person in safety, 
he will keep his word, without considering how the traveller 
conies recommended to him ; and a letter of the strongest re- 
commendation, even if it were written by a Pasha (provided 
that the latter have no direct influence over the tribe), is but 
little regarded. The more a stranger is recommended, the 
more he must pay, and the more insatiable becomes the sheikh. 
Therefore, a traveller will do well to go amongst Bedouins as a 
poor man, or else to pay for his passage through their country 
by dint of money, without foreign aid. 

Many tribes have the national reputation of being generous ; 
jpthers are reckoned stingy. Among the latter is the Beni Harb, 
a considerable tribe in the Desert of Hedjaz. The great pro- 
fits which they derive from the Hadj caravans have perhaps 
rendered them parsimonious in proportion as they became more 
desirous of wealth. The same reputation of stinginess is attached 
to the Bedouins about Mekka, especially to the Koreysb, now a 
full tribe of from two to three hundred matchlocks. In the 
mountains of Sinai, stinginess is the reproach of a tribe called 
Oidad Saydj a branch of the Sowaleha Arabs ; and their neigh- 
bours have a proverbial saying in rhyme, which advises a per- 
son thus — " Sleep alone, rather than among the Oulad Sayd." 

Generous men belonging to these stigmatized tribes, have at 
least the advantage of rendering themselves easily conspicuous 
and distinguished amongst the rest ; and therefore it is said by 
the Arabs, that generosity is principally found among tribes re- 
puted avaricious. 

The guest, who enters an encampment of the Nedjd Bedouins 
usually alights at the first tent on the right side of the spot where 
be entered the dowar, or circle of tents. If he should pass that 
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tent and go to another, die owner of the sKghted tent wouM 
think himself affronted. 

After what has been related, it is sccrcely necessary to say, 
that among the Aenezes a guest is regarded as sacred; his per- 
son is protected, and a violation of hospitality, by the betraying 
of a guest, has not occurred within the memory of man. He 
who bos a single protector in any one tribe, becomes the friend 
of all the tribes connected in amity with that. Life and pro- 
perty may with perfect security be entrusted to an Aeneze ; and 
wherever he goes, one may follow him ; but his enemies be- 
come the enemies of the man whom he protects. The mes- 
sengers between Aleppo, Baghdad, and Basrah, are always 
Aenezes. They formerly accompanied English gentlemen, re- 
turning from India or going there, through the desert ; and 
although some few instances have occurred, of travellers being 
plundered on the road by strange tribes, it is certain that their 
Aeneze guides, however importunate in their demands for 
money, faithfully observed the engagement which they had 
made. I here may state a fact from my own experience.— In 
June 1810, 1 set out from Aleppo with a sheikh of the Fedhdn: 
he had been plundered near Hamah by some Maualy Arabs, 
with whom the Aenezes were then at war. Most of bis pro- 
perty, and the camels of his Arabs, having been restored through 
the influence of the mutsellhn of Hamah, the sheikh contended 
his journey ; but took fright on the Wahaby's approach to Da- 
mascus, near which city his family was encamped ; be there- 
fere refused to accompany me as far as Tedmor, but gave me 
a single guide to conduct me among the ruins, and proceeded 
on his way towards the south. I feared, at that time, that the 
sheikh had betrayed me ; but it soon appeared that the single 
guide was a sufficient protector in every respect. All the 
Arabs whom we met received me with hospitality ; and I re- 
turned with him across the desert to Jeroud, twelve hours dis- 
tant from Damascus. 

A guest, as well as the host himself, in an Arab tent, is 
liable to nocturnal depredation ; certainly not from any individual 
of the host's family, but from hardmys or neidls. Knowing, 
however, that such is the case, and jealous lest any circumstance 
should excite a suspicion of his own integrity, the host takes 
particular care of the stranger's mare or camel ; and if rich and 
generous, shduld a robbery occur, he indemni6es the stranger 
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for whatever loss be may sustain white under the protection of 
bis hospitality. 

Strangers, who have not any friend or acquaintance in the 
camp, alight at the first tent thai presents itself: whether the 
owner be at home or not, the wife or daughter immediately 
spreads a carpet, and prepares breakfast or dinner. If the 
stranger's business requires a protracted stay, as for instance, if 
he wishes to cross the desert under protection of the tribe, the 
host, after the lapse of three days and four hours from the time 
of his arrival, asks, whether he means to honour bim longer with 
his company. If the stranger deolares his intention of pro- 
longing his visit, it is expected that he should assist his host in 
domestic matters, fetching water, milking the camel, feeding 
the horse, etc. Should he even decline this, be may remain, 
but will be censured by all the Arabs of the camp : be may, 
however, go to some other tent and declare himself there a 
guest. Thus every third or fourth day be may change hosts, 
until his business is finished, or be has reached hb place of dee-* 
titration. The Arabs of a tribe in Nedjd welcome a guest by 
pouring on his head a cup of melted butter. 

VIII. Females. 

Among people who assign to their women exclusively all the 
duties and menial offices of the tent, it cannot be supposed thai 
the female sex meets with great respect. Women are regarded 
as beings much inferior to men, and, although seldom treated 
with neglect or indifference, tbey are always taught to consider 
that their sole business is cooking and working. While a gift 
remains unmarried, she enjoys, as a virgin, much more respect 
than a married women ; for the fathers think it an honour, and a 
source of profit, to possess a virgin in the family. Once mar- 
ried, a Bedouin female becomes a mere servant, busily occupied 
the whole day, whilst her husband lies stretched out in his own 
apartment, comfortably smoking his pipe. This arrangement 
he justifies by saying, that his wife should work at home, as he 
undergoes so much fatigue on journies. Nothing distresses the 
Bedouin women so much as fetching water. The tents are but 
seldom pitched very close to a well ; and if this be only at half an 
hour's distance from the camp, the Bedouins dp not think it 
necessary that the water should be brought upon camels : and 
when asses are not to be procured, the women must carry the 
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water 'every evening on their backs in long water-skins ; an 4 
they are sometimes obliged to seek a second supply at the 
welM 

Among Ibe Arabs at Sinai and those of the Egyptian Sber* 
k ieh, it is an established rule, that neither men nor boys should 
ever drive the cattle to pasture. 8 This is the exclusive duty of 
the unmarried girls of the camp, who perform it by turns. 3 
They set out before sunrise, three or four together, carrying 
some water and victuals with them, and they return late in the 
evening. Among other Bedouins, slaves or servants take the 
flocks to pasture. 

Thus early accustomed to such fatiguing duties, the Sinai 
women are as hardy as the men. I have seen those females 
rnnning barefooted over sharp rocks where 1, well shod, could 
with difficulty step along. During the whole day they continue 
exposed to the sun, carefully watching the sheep ; for they are 
sore of being severely beaten by their father, should any be lost. If 
a man of their tribe passes by the pasturing ground, they offer to 
him some sheep's milk, or share with him their scanty stock of 
Water, as kindly as their parents would have treated him in 
their tent. On other occasions, the Bedouin women, seeing a 
man pass on the road, sit down and turn their backs towards 
him ; nor will they ever receive any thing from the hands of a 
stranger (who is not a relation) into their own bands, unless* 
some friends be present. I have frequently passed women on 
the road who asked for biscuit or flour to make bread ; this was 
set near them upon the ground, while their backs were turned 
towards us ; and they took it up when we had retired a few 
paces. It has always appeared to me, that the more a tribe is 
connected with the inhabitants of towns, the stricter they are 
with respect to the seclusion of women. In the Mekka and 
Sinai mountains, a woman, if addressed by any stranger, will 
seldom return an answer : on the contrary, in the distant plains, 
I have freely conversed and joined in laugther with Aeneze, 
Harb, and Howeytat women. Their morals probably may be 

1 Comp. Gen. 24: 13 sq.— Ed. 

* Among the Sinai Arabs, a boy would feel himself insulted were 
any one to say, M Go and drive your father's sheep to pasture ;" these 
words, in his opinion, would signify, "You are no better than a 
girl," 

* Comp. Gen. 99: 6 aq. Ex. 2: 16 sq.— En. 
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nrted io an inverse proportion to the paios taken ib? pteservipg 
tbera. 

The respect which Bedouins bear to their mothers is mud* 
wore exemplary, than that which they evince towarda their 
lathers. 

IX. Smacity in tracing Footstips. 

Here I must offer some observations oa a talent which the 
Bedouins possess, io common with the free Indians of America— 
the faculty of distinguishing footsteps, both of men aod beasts, 
upon the ground. In the American woods the impression is 
made upon grass, in Arabia upon saod ; and in the examination 
•f these impressions, the Americans and the Arabs are, perhaps, 
equally skilful. Although it may be said, that almost every 
Bedouin acquires, by practice, some knowledge in this art, yet 
a few only of the most enterprising aod active men excel in it. 
The Arab, who has applied himself diligently to the study of 
footsteps, can generally ascertain, from inspecting the impres- 
sion, to what individual of his own, or of some neighbouring 
tribe, the footstep belongs; and therefore is able to judge 
whether it was a stranger who passed, or a friend. He like* ' 
wise knows, from the slightness or depth of the impression, 
whether the man who made it carried a load or not. From the. 
strength or faintness of the trace he can also tell whether the 
man passed on the same day, or one day or two days before. 
From a certain regularity of intervals between tbe steps, a 
Bedouin can judge whether tbe man whose feet left the impres- 
sion was fatigued or not ; as, after fatigue, the pace becomes 
more irregular, and the intervals unequal. Hence he can Cal- 
culate tbe chance of overtaking a man. 

Besides all this, every Arab knows tbe printed footsteps of 
his own camels, and of those belonging to bis immediate neigh- 
bours. He knows by the depth or slightness of the impression 
whether a camel was pasturing, and therefore not carrying any 
load, or mounted by one person only, or heavily loaded. If the 
marks of the two fore feet appear to be deeper in the sand than 
those of the hind feet, he concludes that the camel had a weak 
breast, and this serves him as a clue to ascertain the owner. la. 
fact, a Bedouin, from tbe impressions of a camel's or of bis* 
driver's footsteps, draws so many conclusions, that he always; 
learns something concerning the beast or its owner; andifrsooe 

Vol. IV. No. 16. 95 
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; ibis rood* of acquiring knowledge 
natural. The Bedouin sagacity in this respect is wonderful, 
becomes particularly useful in the pursuit of fugitives, or io 
searching after cattle. 

I bave seen a man discover and trace the footsteps of bis ca- 
mel in a sandy valley, where thousands of other footsteps crossed 
the road in every direction; and this person could tell the name 
of every one who had passed there in the course of that mor- 
ning. I myself found it often useful to know the impression 
made by the feet of my own companions and camels ; as frees 
circumstances which inevitably occur in the desert, travellers 
sometimes are separated from their friends. In passing through 
dangerous districts, the Bedouin guides will seldom permit a 
townsman or stranger to walk by the side of bis camel. If he 
wears shoes, every Bedouin who passes will know by the im- 
pression that some townsman has travelled that way ; and. if be 
walks barefooted, the mark of bis step, less full than that of a 
Bedouin, immediately betrays the foot of a townsman, taJeae- 
customed to walk. It is therefore to be apprehended, tbat^ibp 
Bedouins, who regard every townsman as a rich man, might 
suppose him loaded with valuable property, and accordingly aet 
•out in pursuit of him. A keen Bedouin guide is constantly/ and 
exclusively occupied during his march in examining footsteps, 
and frequently alights from bis camel to acquire certainty rea- 
pecting their nature. I have known instances of camels being 
traced by their masters, during a distance of six days 1 jourmes, 
to the dwelling of the man who had stolen them. 

Many secret transactions are brought to light by this know- 
ledge of the Athr, or " footsteps ;" and a Bedouin can scarcely 
hope to escape detection in any clandestine proceeding, as im 
passage is recorded upon the road in characters that every ,0* 
of his Arabian neighbours can read. , na^fi 

^*.SA most 
X. Horses. ' " 

<■ '• \ <%\ 

It is a general but erroneous opinion tbat Arabia is very 
in horses ; but the breed is limited to the extent of fertile 
ture grounds in that country, and it is in such parts only 
horses thrive, while those Bedouins who occupy districts of 
soil rarely possess any horses. It is found, accordingly, that 
the tribes most rich in horses are those who dwell in the coot* 
parativaly fertile plains of Mesopotamia, on the banks of tha 
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rtaH* Euphrates, and in the Syrian plains. Horsts can (here 
feed for several of the spring months upon the green grass and 
herbs produced by the rains in the vallies and fertile grounds, 
aod such food seems absolutely necessary for promoting the full 
growth and rigour of the horse. We find that in Nedjd horses 
are not nearly so numerous as in the countries before mentioned, 
aad they become scarce in proportion as we proceed towards 
the south. 

Io Hedjaz, especially in the mountainous regions of that coun- 
try, and thence on towards Yemen, but few horses are to be 
seen, and these few are imported from the north. The Aeneze 
tribes on the frontiers of Syria have from eight to ten thousand 
horses ; and some smaller tribes roving about that neighbour- 
hood possess, probably, half as many. To the single tribe of 
Montefek Arabs, in the desert watered by the river Euphrates* 
between Baghdad and Basrah, we may assign at least eight 
thousand horses, and the tribes of Dhofyr and Beni Sham mar 
are proportionably rich in those noble quadrupeds ; while the 
province of Nedjd, Djebel Shammar, and Kasym, (that is from 
the vicinity of the Persian Gulf, as far as Medinah,) do not pos- 
sess above ten thousand. 

Among the great tribes on the Red Sea, between Akaba and 
Mekka, and to the south and south-east of Mekka as far as Ye- 
men, horses are very scarce, especially among those of the 
mountainous districts. In the eastern plain between Beishe and 
Nedjriin, horses are rather more numerous. The tribe of Kah- 
tan, residing in that quarter, is celebrated for its excellent studs ; 
and the same may be said of the Dowaser tribe. 

The settled inhabitants of Hedjaz and Yemen are not much 
in the habit of keeping horses ; and I believe it may be stated 
as a moderate and fair calculation, that between five and six 
thousand constitute the greatest number of horses in the country 
from Akaba or the north point of the Red Sea, southwards to 
the shores of the ocean near Hadramaut, comprising the great 
chain of mountains and the lower grounds on the west of it, to- 
wards the sea. The great heat of the climate in Oman is reck- 
oned unfavourable to the breeding of horses, which are there 
still more scarce than in Yemen. When I affirm, therefore, 
that the aggregate number of horses in Arabia, (as bounded by 
the river Euphrates and by Syria,) does not exceed fifty thou- 
sand, fa number much inferior to what the same extent of 
ground in any other part of Asia or in Europe would famish,) 
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I mi confident that my calculation is not by any 
the true estimate. 

h this part of tbe East, I know not any country tbat seems' 
to abound more in horses than Mesopotamia; the tribes of 
Curdes and Bedouins in that quarter probably possess greater 
numbers than ail tbe Arabian Bedouins together, for the rich- 
ness of tbe Mesopotamian pasture contributes materially to aug- 
ment tbe breed. 

The best pasturing places of Arabia not only produce tbe 
greatest number of horses, but likewise tbe finest and roost se- 
lect race. The best Koheyls of the khonue are found in Nedjd, 
on the Euphrates, aod in the Syrian deserts z while in the south- 
ern parts of Arabia, and particularly in Yemen, no good breed 
exists but those which have been imported from the north. The 
Bedouins of Hedjaz have but few horses, their main strength 
consisting in camel-riders and (bot-soidiers, armed with match- 
locks only. In all the country from Mekka to Medinah, between 
the mountains and the sea, a distance of at least two hundred 
and sixty miles, I do not believe tbat two hundred horses could 
be found ; and the same proportion of numbers may be reowrk- 
ed all along the Red Sea, from Yembo up to Akaba. 

The united armies of all the southern Wahaby cbiefe who at- 
tacked Mohammed Aly Pasha in tbe year 1815, at Byssel, ceo*- 
sistkig of twenty-five thousand men, had with them only fire 
hundred horsemen, mostly belonging to Nedjd, and the follow- 
ers of Faisal, one of Saoud's sons, who was preseot with the 
troops. 

Both the climate and pasture of Yemen are reckoned injuri- 
ous to the health of horses: many of them die from disease in 
tbat country, where they never thrive ; indeed, the race begins 
to fall off in the very first generation. Tbe Imim of Sana, aod 
all the governors of Yemen, derive an annual supply of horses 
from Nedjd, and the inhabitants of tbe sea-coast receive coesid<- 
erable numbers by way of Sowakin from the countries border- 
ing on the Nile. The horses taken in 1810, by the Rowatta 
Arabs, from the defeated troops of the Pasha of Baghdad, were 
aH sold by tbem to the horse-dealers of Nedjd, and by the latter 
to tbe Arabs of Yemen ; who are not, it may be here observed* 
by any means so nice and fastidious in choosing blood horses, 
as their northern neighbours. During tbe government of the 
Wahaby chief, horses became more scarce every year among 
Ms Arabs* They were sold by their owners to foreign pur* 
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c heeses , who took them to Yemeni Syria* and Barfra^ from 1 
which last-mentioned place the Indian market was supplied with! 
Arabian horsey because they feared that Saoud or hi« succes- 
sor might have seised them; for it had become the custom* 
upon any slight pretext of disobedience or unlaw Wi conduct, to- 1 
confiscate a Bedouin's mare as a forfeit to the public iressuryv 
The possession of a mare, besides, imposed an obJigatbodnthe 
Bedouin of being in constant readiness to attend his chief dor* 
ing his wars ; therefore many Arabs preferred the alternative of 
being altogether without horses; < 

in the district of Djebel Sbamcnar, many encampments hare 
been lately seen without a single horse* and it is well known 
that the Meteyr Arabs (between Medioah and Kasyra) reduced 
the number of their horses, within a few years, from two thou* 
sand to< twelve hundred* The lateiSberif of Mekka possessed 
an excellent stud of horses : the best stallions of Nedjd were 
taken/ to Mekka, for saley and it became a fashion among the 
Bedouin women < going on > a {pilgrimage to Mekka, that they 
should bring their husbands' stallions as presents to the Sheriff 
foe* which, however, they received in return, silk stuffe, ear-ringsy 
and similar articles. i ; t t 

iFnoox aH that has come to my knowledge, on tbe very best 
authority, 1 have no hesitation in saying, that tbe fineu race of 
Arabian blood horses may be found in Syria? and that of all 
theSyrian districts, tbe most excellent, in this respect is -.the if 
Haurao, where the horses may be purchased at first cost, andi 
chosen among the camps of the Arabs themselves, who occupy ' 
the plains in spring time. The horses bought up at Basra lor 
the Indian market are purchased at second hand from Bedouin 
dealers, and an Arab will rarely condescend to offer a good 
horse at a distant market without a certainty of selling it. True 
blood horses of tbe khomse, as I have been credibly informed, 
seldom find their way to Basra ; and most of the horses pur- 
chased there for the Indian market belong to the Montefyk 
Arabs, who are not very solicitous about giving a pure breed. 
It might perhaps be advisable for tbe great European powers to 
have persons properly qualified, employed in purchasing horses' 
for them in Syria, as the best mode of crossing and ennobling 
their own studs. Damascus would be the best position for the< 
establishment of such persons. I am induced to suspect thai 
v?ry few true Arabian horses, of tbe best breeds, and still less 
any of the first rate among them, have ever beep irapqw*! ink* 
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England, although many horses of Sfria, Bafbary, aad Egypt, 
have passed under the name of Arabs. 

The Bedouins are of opinion that an Egyptian mare c o up l ed 
with a blood Arabian produces a good breed, much better than 
that of the indigenous Syrian mares, whose breed is not consid- 
ered of any value, even though crossed by the Kobeyl. It would 
he erroneous to suppose, that the horses of the khomse, or the 
noble breed, are all of the most perfect or distinguished quality 
and beauty. Among the descendants of the famous horse 
Eclipse may be found mere hacks ; thus I have seen many Ko- 
heyl that had little more to recommend tbem than their name, 
although the power of bearing considerable fatigue seems com- 
mon to all of the desert race. The fine horses, however, of 
the khomse are far more numerous than the common horses be- 
longing to the same breed ; but still, among those fine horses, 
there can be found only a few worthy of being entitled " first 
rate," in respect to size, bone, beauty, and action ; perhaps not 
above five or six among a whole tribe. It seems a fair and 
probable calculation to say, that the Syrian deserts do not fur- 
nish more than two hundred of that pre-eminent description, 
each of which may be estimated, in tbe desert itself, at from 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred pounds. Of these latter, 
I believe that very few, if any, have ever found their way to 
Europe, although it is through them alone that any successful 
attempt could be made to ennoble and improve the European 
race, while the horses usually exported are all of tbe second or 
third quality. 

The Hedjaz Bedouins are accustomed to purchase mares 
from the Egyptian pilgrim caravan, and the fillies produced be- 
tween these mares and good stallions they sell to tbe Arabs of 
Yemen. I never saw any geldings in the interior of the desert. 

In Egypt itself, on the borders of the Nile, there is not any 
breed of horses particularly distinguished. The finest of that 
country are produced in those districts where tbe best clover 

frows ; which is in Upper Egypt, about Tahta, Akbmim, and 
'arsbiout, and in Lower Egypt, in the territory of Menaaleh. 
Very few Arabian blood horses evei* come to Egypt, a circum- 
stance not surprising, since their remarkable quality, tbe power 
of supporting fatigue, is but little requisite on the fertile borders 
of the Nile. 

The Egyptian horse is ugly and of a coarse make, itaum * 
bimg more a coach horse than a racer. His chief defects ere, 
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ctatnsy legs and knees, a short and thick neck. Hie head w 
sometimes Gne; but I never saw an Egyptian horse having 
handsome legs. 

They are not able to bear any considerable fatigue; but those 
that an* well fed display much more brilliant action than the 
Arabian horses : their impetuosity renders tbem particoiariy de- 
sirable for heavy cavalry, and it is from this quality of the horse 
that the Egyptian cavalry have always founded their claim to 
celebrity. In their first onset the Egyptian horses are much 
superior to the Arabian ; but when long marches become neces- 
sary, and the duties of light cavalry required, the Egyptians 
prove themselves infinitely less useful than the Koheyl. 

The Libyao Bedouins derive their supplies of horses from 
their own breeds, as well as from Egypt. In the interior of the 
desert, and towards Barbary, they are said to have preserved 
the ancient breeds of Arabian horses ; but this is not the case 
in the vicinity of Egypt, where the peculiar races are as little 
distinguished as among the Egyptians. Like the Arabian Be- 
douins, those Libyans exclusively ride mares. 

Respecting the pedigrees of Arabian horses I must here add, 
that in the interior of the desert the Bedouins never refer to 
any among themselves; for they as well know the whole gene- 
alogy of their horses, as they do that of the owners. But when 
they take their horses to market at any town, such as Basra, 
Baghdad, Aleppo, Damascus, Medinah, or Mekka, tbey carry 
aloog with tbem a written pedigree, which they present to the 
purchaser ; and it is only on such occasions that a Bedouin is 
ever found to possess the written pedigree of his horse ; while, 
on the other hand, in the interior of the desert itself, he would 
langh at being asked for the pedigree of bis mare. This may 
serve to correct an erroneous account, elsewhere given, on the 
subject of such pedigrees. 

Jo Upper Egypt the Maazy and Heteym Arabs, occupying 
the desert between the Nile and the Red Sea, have preserved 
among tbem the breed of the khomse. As in Arabia, horses 
are possessed by them in partnership. They divide each horse 
into twenty-four shares, or kerat (according to the division of 
landed property in Egypt, which is always by kerats), and dif- 
ferent persons buy three, four, or eight kerats of the mare, and 
share proportionably in the benefits arising from the sale of the 
yoong breed. So little is known concerning the true breed of 
horses among die soldiers in Egypt, that when in the year IBIS 
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never used in Nedjd as stallions. 

The Bedouins use all the horses of the khomse exclusively as 
stallions. The first horse produced by a mare belonging to a 
race not comprehended within the khomse, would, notwithstand- 
ing its beauty, and perhaps superior qualities, never be employ- 
ed as a breeder. The favourite mare of Saoud, the Wababy 
chief, which he constantly rode on bis expeditions, and whose 
name, Keraye, became famous all over Arabia, brought forth a 
horse of uncommon beauty and excellence. The mare, bow* 
ever, not being of the khomse, Saoud would not permit bis peo» 
pie to use that fine horse as a stallion ; and not knowing what m 
do with it, as Bedouins never ride horses, be sent it as 9 presort 
to the Sherif. The mare, Keraye, had been purchased by 
Saoud from a Bedouin of the Kahtan Arabs for fifteen hundred 
dollars. 

A troop of Druses on horseback attacked, in the summer o( 
1815, a party of Bedouins in Hauran, and drove them iaUHbfift 
epgapipfpent, where they were in turn assailed by a suyerjflft 
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The Bedouins never allow a horse, at the moment of its birth, 
to AH upon the ground : they receive it in their arms, and so 
eherish it for several hours, occupied in washing and stretching 
its tender limbs, and caressing it as they would a baby. After 
this they place h on the ground, and watch its feeble steps with 
particular attention, prognosticating from that time the excel* 
taictes or defects of their future companion. 
• In Nedjd, the people feed their horses regularly upon dates. 
At Derayeb, and in the country of El Hassa, dates are mixed 
With the birwim, or dried clover, and given to them as food. 
Barley, however, is the most usual provender throughout all 
parts of Arabia. The wealthy inhabitants of Nedjd frequently 
give flesh to their horses, raw as well as boiled, together with an 
tbe fragments of their own meals. I know a man at Hamah, 
in Syria, who assured me that be had often given to his horses 
roosted meat before tbe commencement of a fatiguing journey, 
that they might be the better able to endure ft. The same per* 
worn also related to rqe, that fearing lest tbe governor of the ttuwtt 
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they have attained their third year. ' " " 

It has been forbidden by the Wahaby chief, that his Arabs 
should sell one third of a mare, as frequently is practised by the 
Northern Aenezes. He alleges, that this custom often leads is 
unlawful and cheating tricks : but be permits the selling of oae 
half of the mare. 

During the whole year, the Arabs keep their horses in the 
open air ; I never saw one even in the rainy season tied up ua- 
der the tent of ks owner, as may frequently be observed among 
the Turkmans. The Ar3b horse, like its master, is accustomed 
to the inclemency of all seasons, and, with very little attention 
to its health, is seldom ill. The Arabs never clean or rub their 
horses, but are careful in walking them gently whenever tbey 
return after a ride. From the time that a colt is first mounted, 
{which is after its second year,) the saddle is but seldom taken 
off its back ; in winter time a sackcloth is thrown over the sad- 
dle, in summer the horse stands exposed to the mid-day sun. 
Those Arabs who have no saddles, ride upon a stuffed sheep- 
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-«kib, ffnd without stirrups ; they all ride without bridles, guM- 
*iog the horse with ft halter. This will not astonish the Euro- 
pean reader, When he learns that the Bedouin horse is extreme- 
ly good tempered, without any vicioosness, and more the friend 
iban the slave of his rider. The Arabs do not practise ' the 
'game of the djcrid, which often ruins the Turks' horses before 
ibey acquire perfect strength. The Arabs indeed are unac- 
qtHtinted with the Turkish mode of horsemanship, and those 
Evolutions of which the Osmanlys are so vain. But their hab- 
ka of riding without stirrups or bridle, of throwing the heavy 
imce io full gallop, and of balancing themselves, from early ih- 
Aftnoy, upon the bare back of a trotting camel, give to the Be- 
douin a more firm seat on his horse than the Osmanly can 
**a*v»kbough the latter may ride more gracefully. 
■•■* -The Arabs are ignorant of those frauds by which an Euro- 
pean jockey deceives a purchaser ; one may take a horse on 
their word, at first sight or trial, without any risk of being cheat- 
ed ; but few of them know how to ascertain a horse's age by 
its' teeth, I once looked into the mouth of a mare, whose own- 
er and many other Arabs were present : at first it was appre- 
*fcoded that I was practising some secret charm ; and when the 
owner beard that by such inspection the mare's age might be 
ascertained, he seemed astonished, and wished that I should tell 
1rts'ow» age by an examination of his teeth. 

The Arabs believe that some horses are predestined" to eviV 
accidents ; and, like the Osmanlys, they think that the- owners 
of other horses must, sooner or later, experience certain mis- 
fortunes, which are indicated by particular marks on the hor- 
ses' bodies. Thus, if a mare has a star on the right side of the 
neck, they believe that she is destined to be kiHed by a lance ; 
if the star be on one of the shank-bones, the owner's wife, they 
think, will prove unfaithful to her husband, and the orthodoxy 
of the latter as a Muselm&n b liable to suspicion. There are 
above twenty evil marks of this kind, which have, at all events, 
the bad effect of depreciating the horse's value by two thirds or 
more. 

The Arabs do not mark their horses, as some imagine ; but 
the hot iron, which tbey frequendy apply in curing a disease* 
leaves an impression on the skin that appears like an intended 
nark. 
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< * >> XL Camels. - 

Between lb* races of ceaaeb hutbe oortbem a* 
countries! there is a considerable difference. In Syria an* 
ttesepotamie they are covered by thick imr, sad in geoeratat- 
tain to a nmoh greater size than m Hedjas, where sbey* ban* 
very tittle wool. The Nubian camel has short hair like a dear, 
aa likewise the Nubian sheep* which prevents the Bedouins of 
that country from living under teats, (fabricated m Arabia froas 
goat's and camel's hair), they are therefore obliged to construct 
portable huts m*de of mats and rteds ; lb* Arabian camels 
are geoeraHy brown : many blade camels are seen also among 
them. The farther we approeob thai south m Egypt, tfee light* 
or become the colour* Tbwaad? Nubia t*» cameia are 'mostly 
while, and I never sew a Wack one m that country. 

The largest camels anr (hose Ynwti. Arridefci, bf torTtnfc* 
two breed: the smallest that i haw seen are tkme Awn Ytf» 
men. In the eastern desert tbe oacaefe refowed btest for eai^ 
tiage, are those of tbe Beni Tay, » Mceopotamts, «smr tbeisise 
er h*f bmtes* In mountainous countries camels are cunaiuiy 
ecsrde ; but it ia an enmneoot opinion to think that eeneebere 
*et oapableof aacending htHs. Thus in Hedjax their a u m ta wam 
rerv btnited, because pasture is seamy, line country aw* risk 
sod ae*tn dam ito camels, is undoubtedly Nedjd, entitled on itaetaot 
oeunt Om el Bel, or « The mother of camels." It funrmbe*S* tie; 
Hediaz, and Yemen with kernels, which in those raunwieaane 
worth double the price paid originally for them m Nedjd. >B» 
ring my residence in Hedjaz, a good camel was there tat'— at 
ed at the price of sixty dollars ; and such wae the want of fori- 
towage and scarcity of provisions, that within three years* upei 
a moderate calculation, there died thirty thousand caaneb be- 
longing to the Pasha of Egypt, at that time .comaaaodieg ia 
Hedja*. 

The Turkmans and Kurds from Anadolia pur cheat, mmf 
year, right or ten thousand camels in the Syrian desert*^ m 
which ihe «eater number are brought there fay dealers boat 
Nedjd. Tbey use them in propagating tbe breed of Turkman 
tamek toetted dfeya* 

Ne country in the east is so remarkable for the rapid praoa*- 
^gtioo of camels as Nedjd, during years of fertility. The 
&fadjtf 'caoida are likewise less susceptible of epidemic diseases 
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(and especially the Djarn^ which is much dreaded in varions 
quarters of the desert), than any others; and on that account 
principally they are preferred by the Bedouins, who from the 
■rat distant parts of Arabia repair to Nedjd that they may ire- 
new their flocks. ■ ■■ i 
- Among the Bedouins, female camels are always mose>«|# 
teemed and dearer than the males. In Syria and Egypt* on the 
contrary, where the camels are chiefly wanted for their stiteogtb 
in bearing heavy loads, the males are moat valued. The pee* 
pie who inhabit the towns and villages of Nedjd ride only shot 
camels on their joumies, because these support thirst better 
than the males$ bet the Bedenins generally prefer he-cnmels 
for riding. The common* load of an Arabian camel is from 
fear to five hundred pounds upon a short journey, and from 
three to four hundred pounds on a jdiirney of considerable die* 
tance. The camels employed between Djiddn and Tayf in 
the year i814, or 16 15,. for carrying' provisions to Mohammed 
Aly, bed loads not exceeding two hundred and fifty pounds* 
The welHed and wett^watered Egyptian camels are equal in 
strength to the Anadoiian ; those of the largest size at Cairo will 
nhny three balea of cofiee, or fifteen hundred weight, from the 
(own to the water side, about three miles distant. From<3atf» 
lonSeeS, the same camels will Scarry ten hundred weight ; and 
that i space is a journey of three days. The longer the 
journey to be undertaken, and the fewer wells to be feond oo 
jfcewfcy, the lighter are the loads. The Darfur camels are die* 
iingetshed for their size and great strength in bearing fatignb 
wider heavy bads; in this latter quality they surpass all the 
cnasek of North-Eastern Africa. Those which accompany the 
Darfur caravan to Egypt, are seldom loaded with more than 
nsnv quintals. The Sennir camels generally carry three and 
a hall, and are not equal in sice to those of Darfur. 
r The capability of bearing thirst varies considerably among 
the different races of camels. The Anadoiian, accustomed to 
cold climates, and countries copiously watered on all sides, 
must, every second day, have its supply of water ; and if this 
be withheld in summertime until the third day, on a journey, 
the camel often sinks under the privation. During the winter, 
in Syrian latitudes and in the Northern Arabian desert, Pamela 
wary seldom drink unless when on a journey ; the first sutiou- 
kbt herbs sufficiently moisten their stomachs at that taeason^f 
the year. In sumroeMhne the Nedjd oamel mufitrbr ^at«^ 
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o* the aroiteg of *vety fourth day ; a longer exposure to fMrfet 
on * journey would probably be fatal to bim. 
< I believe that all ova- Arabia four whole days constitute ffce 
otaaest extent to wbtefa camels can stretch tftfeir capability of 
enduring thirst hi summer ; nor is it necessary that they sbouM 
be compelled to tbtrst longer, far there is no territory in the 
totot'of any traveller orossiiM? Arabia where wells are farther dis- 
tant than entire days, or three and a half, 
in ease of an Arabian camel might perhaps go 
five days without drinking, but the traveller must never reckon 
upon such an extraordinary circumstance ; and after the corn- 
el has gone three whole days without water, it shows manifest 
signs of great distress. J '^ »*, >i.i». a 

The indigenous Egyptian camels are less qualified toendore 
fatigue than any others that I know : being from their birth 
Well watered and fed on the fertile banks of the river Nile, they 
are but Ktde accustomed to jonrnies in (he desert of any cooskk- 
eraUe length ; and during the pilgrims' march to Mekka, sev- 
eral of them daily perish. There are not, of anv race, cameK 
that bear thirst more patiently than those of Daitur. The ea#* 
avans coming from that country to Egypt, must travel nine or 
ten days 9 journies on a rout which does not furnfeb any 'water; 
and over this extent of ground they often pass during the- heats 
of summer. It is tree that many of the camels die upon the 
toad, and no merchant undertakes such an expedition without a 
eonple of spare camels in 1 reserve; but the greater number 
reach Egypt* There is not the slightest probability that at* 
Arabian camel could ever perform such a journey, end &iH 
leas a Syrian or Egyptian. The camels in most parts of Africa 
are more hardy than the Arabian. • - u " '•^ , 

Although I have often heard anecdotes related of Arabs who* 
on their long journies were frequently reduced to the utmost 
distress by want of water, yet I never understood that a camel 
bad been slaughtered for the sake of finding a supply in iter 
stomach. Without absolutely denying the possibility of such a 
circumstance, I do not hesitate to affirm that it can have occur- 
red but very seldom; indeed the last stage of thirst renders a 
traveller so unwilling and unable to support the exertion of 
walking, that he continues bis journey on the back of bis camel 
m hopes of finding water, rather than expose himself to certain 
destruction by killing the serviceable creature. I have fire-* 
fuently seen camels slaughtered, but never discovered in the 
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stqmacbs of <wf* exempt those whieh bad ^bqdfo rcs ft f pA mftttfce 
same day, a copious supply of water. The Derwr >oa*aja*f 
are often reduced t? inoredible sufferings , by inapt joT water ; 
yet tbey never have resorted to the expedient above nentumecb 
it may. perhaps be practised, in other parts of Africa*, hut it 
seems unknown in Arabia ; nor have I ever beard, either in 
Arabia or Nubia, that camel's urine mixed witb water was usee) 
to allay the creature's thirst ia cases of extreme distress. 

- What is called in Egypt and Africa hedjein, and in Arabia 
dfloulf (both, terms signifying the camels trained for riding*) 
is in fact the same race with the heavy carrying beast, disunr 
guished from the latter only as a hunter is from a coach-horse. 
Whenever an Arab perceives in one of his young camels any 
judication of its being small aqd extremely active, he trains it 
for, the pprppsqs of riding : and if it be a female) he takes care 
tp match/he* wjtb a fine, .^ell-bred male* For the temporary 
ipp of a male pam#l on soch oocasiopa tbq .price is one dollar* 
a«x>ngtbe Arabian Bedouins; being the same price that is 
paid for the similar services of a hired stallion. The breeds 
mbiphl have mentioned are those of heavy transport ^emelfl* 
qg well as the lighter kind destined for the saddles k ( # 

- la Arabia, the best camels for riding, those of the most swift 
#p4f£&sytrot r are said to he in the province of Omn. Thft 
4$loul el Omany, is celebrated in all tbe soogi of the Arabia 
JftbHfl J was at Djidda, Mohammad Aiy Pasha received two of 
those camels as a present from the Imam of Maskal ; they* were 
^ant by sea. In their appearance k would not perhaps haw. 
been .easy to distinguish them from other Arabian camels ; the* 
legs, however, were somewhat more straight and slender ; but 
there was in their eyes a noble expression, and something ia 
the whole deportment, by which, among all animals, the gener- 
ous may be distinguished from the common breed. Of other 
iUIquU in Arabia, the breeds most esteemed are those belonging 
to the tribes of Howeytat, of Sebaa (an Aeneze family), and 
pf SheraraL In North-Eastern Africa, where the deloul is 
called htdjein, the Sennar breed and that of the Nubian Be- 
douios are much preferred to any others for riding. The Daiv 
fur pamels are by much too heavy to be used as hedjeipa/of 
the purposes of saddle-riding. f ^ hu?v<- 
< The good Nubian hedieins are so very docile, aid bajwsp 
swift and pleasant an amble, that they supply the want of bi¥»e| 
better^ than any other camels ; most of them are wbjtis^ Jr 
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swiftness they surpass any of tbe mbos camels tbstl bap* 
seen throughout those parts of tbe east. 

The name oiAoVy (implying a camel that travels in one* pay 
a ten days' jouraey) u known io Egypt and Nubia, where u> 
credible stories are related ooncerniag a race of camels that 
were accustomed to perform very wonderful expeditions. I 
have reason to doubt whether they ever existed but io the im- 
agination of fanciful Bedouins. Were I to repeat tbe tales of 
Arabian and Nubian Bedouins on this subject, the circumstan- 
ces would ir to those which too credulous travetkss 
report of camels, or a particular breed of them ; 
circumstances wnicn i shall i until they can be as* 
eertained beyond doubt, and 5 facts. An Abvbde 
Bedouin told me once, at Assouan, mm u» grandfather went oq 
some occasion from that place in one day to Stout, a journey of 
at least two hundred and fifty miles y and that tbe camel which 
bad performed such an expedition, was not io tbe slightest do* 
gree fatigued. But I never could positively ascertain an in* 
stance of greater swiftness than wbaj 1 shall immediately mention 
and am persuaded that very few camels in Egypt or Nubia pie 
capable of such an exertion. . .i w .sf> 
, The greatest performance of a hediein that ever came to. m^ 
knowledge, satisfactorily ascertained on credible aorboritr r jf 
that of a camel belonging to a Mamelouk Bey of Esne, to Up* 
per Egypt, which he had porcbased from a feisbarein chief wr 
one hundred and fifty Spanish dollars. This camel was to go 
for a wager, in one day between sun-rise and sun-set, from Esq* 
to Genne and back again, the whole distance being equal to a 
space of ooe hundred and thirty miles. It arrived about fear 
o'clock in the afternoon at a village sixteen miles distant from 
Esne, where its strength failed, after having travelled about ooe 
hundred and fifteen miles in eleven hours, and twice paased 
over tbe Nile in a ferry-boat ; this passage across the river re* 
quiring at least twenty minotes. A good English tiottiog mare 
could do tbe same, or perhaps more, but probably not in such 
a warm climate as that of Egypt. Without so much forced ex- 
ertion, that camel would probably have gone a distance of ooe 
hundred and eighty or even two hundred miles within tbe space 
of twenty-four hours ; which, according to tbe slow rate of 
caravaa-traveUing, might be reckoned as equivalent to ten days' 
jooToies; therefore, the boast above mentioned, of perfcraMOg 
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* jburney df leh days tn one day mtay not appear afcogef her ex- 
travagant. 

' But h would be absurd to suppose *ny beast capable trf tun* 
nlng ten times, for an entire day, as a man could go on 'foot dar- 
ting the same' space of time ; and the swfftness of *a eamtel never 
Approaches, for short distances, even totharof a common hor*4. 
The gallop of a camel (tvhlcb is not that quadruped's natural 
pace) it can never sustain above half an hour, and its forced ex- 
ertion in galloping never produces a degree of speed equal to 
that of an ordinary horse. The forced trot of a camel is not so 
contrary to 'his natur^, and' he will support it for several hours 
Without evincing many symptoms of being distressed. But even 
of that forced trot I fnust Mere remark, that it is much less ex- 

FedHrous than the same pace of a moderately good horse, and 
believe that the rate of twelve miles an hour is the utmost de- 
gree of celerity in trotting that the very best hedjein can accomr- 
jrffeb? ft may perbaps galtop at fullest speed eight or even nine 
ntfleS in half an hour, but it cannot ' support so violent an exer- 
ribnfor any longer time. 

- M 1Hs not, therefore, by extretne celerity that the hedjalns or 
delouls are distinguished, however surprising may be the storied 
ftftt&Tdh that subject, both in Europe and in the East. But 
they tire perhaps unequalled by any quadrupeds for the ease 
Wixh which they carry their rider during an uninterrupted joun 
itey of several days and nights, when they are allowed to perse*- 
Vire in Their own favourite pace, which is a kind of gentle and 
itesy amHe, at the rate of about five miles or five miles and a 
Balrirt the hour. To describe this pleasant ambling pace, the 
Arabfc say of a good delotil, " His back is so soft that you may 
drink a cup of coffee while you ride upon him." At the rate 
above mentioned, if properly fed every evening (or in case of 
emergency only once in two days), the strong camel will con- 
tinue ambling for five or six days. I know of camels that went 
from Baghdad to Sokhne (in the desert of Aleppo) within the 
Space of five days. This is a caravan journey of twenty-one 
dhays. Messengers sometimes arrive at Aleppo on the seventh 
day after they have left Baghdad, distant a journey of twenty- 
five days, according to the common calculation ; and I have 
known couriers go from Cairo by land to Mekka (forty-five 
days' usual journies) in eighteen days, without even cfrangtag 
tlieir camels. v " ,; " a 

The first thing about which an Arab is solicitous respecting 
Vol. IV. No. 16. 97 
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bis camd, when going- to undertake a long journey, »the hump. 
Sbouid he find this well furnished with fat, the Arab know* 
that his camel will endure considerable fatigue even with a very 
moderate allowance of food, because he believes that, accord- 
ing to the Arabic saying, " The camel, during the time of that 
expedition, will feed upon the fat of its own hump." The fact 
is, that as soon as the hump subsides, the camel begins to desist 
from much exertion, and gradually yields to fatigue. After a 
long journey the creature almost loses the hump, and it requires 
three or four months of repose and copious nourishment to res- 
tore it ; which, however, does nor take place until long after the 
other parts of the body have been replenished with flesh. Few 
animals exhibit so rapid a conversion of food into fat, as camels. 
A few days 9 rest and plentiful nourishment produce a visible 
augmentation of fled), while, on the contrary, a few days em- 
ployed in travelling without food reduce the creature almost im- 
mediately to little more than a skeleton, excepting the bump, 
which resists the effects of fatigue and starvation much longer. 

If a camel has reached the full degree of fatness, his hump 
assumes the shape of a pyramid, extending its base over theeo* 
tire back, and occupying altogether one fourth of the creature's 
whole body. But none of this description are ever seen in cut* 
ttvated districts, where camels are always, more or less, obliged 
to work* They are only found among the wealthy Bedouins kr 
the interior of the desert, who keep whole herds of camels mere- 
ly for the purpose of propagating the breed, and seldom force 
more than a few of the herd to labour. In spring time, their 
camels, having been fed for a couple of months upon the tender 
verdure, increase so much in fat, that they no longer seem be- 
longing to that species of the hard-labouring, caravan or peasant 
camel. 

After the fore teeth of the camel have reached their fnl 
length, the first pair of back teeth appear in the beginning of the 
sixth year; but two years more must elapse before they attain 
their greatest size. Early in the eighth year the second pair of 
back teeth, standing behind, and quite separate from the other 
teeth, make their appearance ; and when they are complete, in 
the tenth year, the third and last pair push forward, and, fike 
the former, grow for two years. The camel, therefore, has not 
completed its full growth before the twelfth year, and then k is 
called r&s. To know the age of a camel tinder that period, the 
bank tfWt are always inspected. The camel lives as long as 
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forty yaars^ bat after twenty-five or thirty his actwky begins to 
fail* and be is no longer capable of enduring much fatigue. If 
» camel that has passed bis sixteenth year become lean, the 
Arabs say that be can never be again rendered fat ; and in that 
case tbey generally sell him at a low price to the peasants, who* 
feed their cattle better than the inhabitants of the desert. 

The common bedjein saddle in Egypt (very slightly differing 
from a horse-saddle) is called ghabeit. The bedjein saddle of 
the Nubians, imported likewise into Egypt, and very 'neatly 
worked in leather, is called gissa. The pack-saddle of the 
Egyptian peasant, different from that of the Arabians and Syri- 
ans, is called shaghaur. (From this word the Arabians derive 
an opprobrious appellation, which tbey bestow upon the Egyp- 
tian peasants, whom tbey style shaghaore.) The pack-saddles 
of tne Libyan, Nubian, and Upper Egyptian Bedouins are call- 
ed Hmeye, and are the same as tbose of the Arabians. 

The deloul saddle is, throughout every part of Arabia, called, 
sheiad. The asses in Hedjaz are saddled with the sheddd 9 
differing only in proportionable size from that used witb the de- 
tail 

Jn Hedjaz the name ofskebrye is given to a kiod of palanouin, 
hiring a seat made of twisted straw, about five feet in length, 
tobich is placed across the saddle of the camel, witb ropes fas*: 
tened to it. On its four sides are slender poles, joined above 
by cross bars, over which either mats or carpets are placed, to* 
shade the traveller from the sun. This among the natives of 
Hedjaz is the favourite vehicle for travelling, because it admits 
of their stretching themselves at full length, and sleeping at 
pleasure. 

Similar machines of the palanquin kind, but on a shorter and 
narrower scale, are placed lengthwise on both sides of the cam- 
el's saddle, and then called shetcdef. One person sits in each 
of them, but they do not allow of Lis stretching out at full length. 
Both of these shekdefs are covered, likewise, with carpets 
thrown across ; and this vehicle is principally used for the con- 
veyance of women. 

; Different from that is the taht rodn (or rather takht ravdn, 
as the Persians, from whom the term is borrowed, call it) ; a 
litter carried by two camels, one before, and the other behind.: 
la this kind of vehicle the great pilgrims travel : but it is lnore> 
frequently used by tbe Turks than by the Arabians. »; \ hmd 
■it is the fashion in Egypt to shear the hedjeHhas oJoidjp afc*j 
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shfeep is -shorn 7 end this is done merely from • aotiaii dm it 
Improves the beast's appearance. The French, dating their 
occupation of Egypt, bad est a Wished a corps of about five hen* 
dred camel-riders, whom they selected from the number of their 
most brave and excellent soldiers, aad by means of whom they 
succeeded in checking the Bedouins. Many horsemen amoeg 
the troops of the Pasha of Egypt have been ordered by bho to 
keep bedjeins ; and bis son, Ibrahim Pasha, has about two hun- 
dred of his men monnted in that manner. 

The bedjeins of Egypt are guided by a string attached to a 
nose-ring. Those of Arabia are very seldom perforated in the 
nose; and are more obedient to the short slide of the rider tbaa 
to the bridle. 

The Arab women, on all occasions, make a great display ia 
the fitting-out of their camel*saddle* /'A woman of Nedjd would 
think herself degraded, were she to ride upon any other than a 
black camel ; but, on the contrary, a lady of the Aeoezes caucb 
prefers a grey or white camel. 

The practice of mounting upon camels smalt swiveKguos, 
which turn upon the pommel of the saddle, is not known in 
Egypt. I have seen them in Syria; and they appear to te 
common m Mesopotamia and Baghdad. Although of KtAe rail 
service, yet against Arabs these small swivel-guns are a r erf ex- 
cellent and appropriate weapon, more adapted to inspire them 
with terrdr than the beat iest pieces of artillery. > 

The price of a camel is found to vary in almost every place: 
thus, in Egypt, according to the abundance and cheapness ef 
provisions, the price of the same camel may fluctuate from twelve 
to forty dollars. A good dromedary, or hedjein, from- Nubia, 
sometimes will cost at Cairo eighty dollars. In Hedjas Very 
high prices are paid for camels ; fifty and sixty dollars ere aome- 
times given for a deloul of the most common kind. There is a 
considerable demand in Nedjd for deloub of the first ouamy. 
Saoud has been known to pay as much as three hundred dollars 
for an Om&n camel. 

The Arabs distiuguish in their camels various defects and 
vioes, that very much affect their value. The principal defect 
is called el asaab ; this is the camel's fcffock ; and they regard 
it as incurable* and a proof of great weakness. The next is W 
fekth) a strong tremor in the hind legs of the came) when it 
couches down, or rises up : this, likewise, ia considered aa a 
prdof of Weakness* El nrrar, ulcerations below the chest ; el 
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keUd, ttfaktura, and many others. Most of the carwtn catn- 
ek. are broken-winded (or sedrih khorban) from excessive fa* 
tigue, and the carrying of too heavy loads. When this circum- 
. itaace occurs* the Arabs cauterise the camel's chest. They re- 
sort also to the sirae process, cautery, in cases of wounds on 
tbe camel's bump, and of injuries frequently occasioned by bad 
pack-saddles, and burdens of too great weight. Towards th? 
close of a long journey scarcely any evening passes without lb? 
cauterising operation, yet the next morning the load is placed 
again upon the part so recently burnt : but no degree of pain 
induces the geoeroutf camel to refuse the load, or throw it on 
the ground. It cannot, however, be forced to rise, if from hun- 
ger or excessive fatigue its strength has failed. 

XII. Locusts. 

1 r 

li has bead remarked in my different journals, that these de- 
structive creatures are found in Egypt, all along the river Nile 
aa far as Senear, in the Nubian, and in all parts of the Arabian 
• deserts. Those that 1 have seen in Upper Egypt came all from 
ike north ; those that I saw in Nubia were all said to have corpe 
from* Upper Egypt. It seems, therefore, that such parts of Af- 
noa are not the native places of the locusts. In the year 1913, 
tfeey devoured the whole harvest from Berber to Sliendy in the 
Black countries ; and in the spring of that same year 1 iad aean 
whole flights of them in Upper Egypt, where they are particu- 
larly injurious to the palm-trees. These they strip of every leaf 
and green particle, the trees remaining like skeletons with bare 
branches. 

In Arabia the locusts are known to come invariably from the 
East, and the Arabs accordingly say that they are produced by 
the waters of the Persian Gulf. The province of Nedjd is par- 
ticularly exposed to their ravages; they overwhelm it sometimes 
to such a degree, that having destroyed the harvest they pene- 
trate by thousands into the private dwellings, and devour what- 
ever they can find, even the leather of the water vessels. It has 
been observed, that those locusts which come from the East are 
not considered so formidable, because they only fix upon trees, 
and do not destroy the seed ; but they soon give birth to a nftw 
brood, and it is the young locusts, before they are sufficiently 
grown to fly away, that consume the crops. According to gep- 
. eral report, the locusts breed as often as three times iri the yefr. 
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The Bedouins who occupy the peoiowla of Siaai arefr#f 
quently driveu to despair by the multitudes of locusts, whiebt 
constitute a land plague, and a most serious grievance. Tbes% 
animals arrive by way of Akaba (therefore from the East), to-r 
wards the eod of May, when the Pleiades are setting, according 
to observations made by the Arabs, who believe that the locusts 
entertain a considerable dread of that constellation. They re- 
main there generally during a space of forty or fifty days, and 
then disappear for the r&t of the year. 

Some few are seen in the course of every year, but great 
flights every fourth or fifth year ; such is the general courae of* 
their unwelcome visits. Since the year 1811, however, ibty 
have invaded the peninsula every successive season for five^ 
years, in considerable numbers. : * 

All the Bedouins of Arabia, and the inhabitants of towns m* 
Nedjd and Hedjaz, are accustomed to eat the locusts. I have- 
seen at Medinah and Tayf locust-shops, where these aeimalsr 
were sold by measure* In Egypt and Nubia they are only eateiH 
by the poorest beggars. The Arabs, in prepariog locusts as aa^ 
article of food, throw them alive into boiling water, with which, 
a good deal of salt has been mixed ; after a few minutes they : » 
are taken out, and dried in the sun ; the head, feet, swk.w'mgprj 
are then torn off, the bodies are cleansed from the salt and peo~, 
fectly dried \ after which process whole sacks are filled wUh 
them by the Bedouins. They are sometimes eaten broiled \a 
butter; and they often contribute materials for a breakfast, wheo 
spread over unleavened bread mixed with butter. 

It may here seem worthy of remark, that among all the Be-,- 
douins with whom I have been acquainted in Arabia, those of ^ 
Sinai alone do not use the locusts as an article of food* . i 

. 'n -">"Oi 

Art. VI. Literaby Notices, etc. \ v , 

I. Modern Hebrew Manuscripts. From Henderson's Travris^i 
in Russia, p. 206 sq. 

On my return through Dubno,* 1 stopped a few hours in or- 
der to visit some of the Jews, by whom it is chiefly inhabited. 

*£hibii0 is not for from Ostrog, in the government of Volhynia.-^ *" 
Ed. 
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Tlftfir ttitf&er \k estimated at upward* of 10,000, find mairyof 
tBem appear to be in affluent circumstances. They have a 
great number of synagogues ; the principal one of which I found * 
greatly resembling our oldest Seceding Meeting-houses in Scot- 
land, having high arched windows, brass chandeliers, and the 
pulpit, wainscotting, doors, etc. all of unpainted wood. In the 
ark of this synagogue were preserved several beautiful copies of 
the law, some written with large, and others with smaller char- 
acters. I here made inquiry, as I did in other places, relative 
to ancient MSS. of the Hebrew Scriptures, but found none of 
arty great age. The fact is, when no longer fit for public use 
in the synagogue,* instead of being sold, or kept as objects of 
curiosity, they tire carefully inclosed in a box, and deposited in 
the burying-ground, it being deemed a most heinous offence to 
erase or obliterate a single letter of the law, or expose it to the 
profane gaze of the Gentiles. Some may smile at this custom 
of interring the Scriptures, and regard it as a superstitious ven- 
eration for the mere letter of the word ; but it must certainly be 
▼tewed as praiseworthy, when contrasted with the manner in 
which many professing Christians treat mutilated and worn-out 
copies of the Bible, by using them in a variety of ways as waste- 
paper, in total absence of reverence for that sacred name which 
stands forth so prominently in every page. How laudable the 
practice adopted by the Schleswig-Holstein Bible Society ! In 
order to prevent defective copies from falling into the hands of 
the grocers, the Committee buy up all the old Bibles to be found, 
and, after endeavouring to complete them from each other, they 
collect what is ho longer fit for use, and, with becoming solem- 
nity, consume it in a fire kindled for the purpose. 

Having expressed a wish to obtain some Hebrew manuscripts, 
my Jewish guide conducted me down a narrow lane to the 
house of a Sopher, or scribe, whose employment consists in 
multiplying written copies of the law, according to the establish- 
ed rules of Hebrew calligraphy. His small apartment present- 
ed quite a novel scene to my view. On the table before him 
lay developed an accurate exemplar from which he was taking 
his copy ; rolls of parchment were lying about in every direc- 
tion : the walls were hung with compasses, inkbottles, and other 
implements ; and in one corner of the room, a number of skinp 
were in a process of preparation for the use to which they were 
to be appropriated. As I entered, he looked up with all that 
absence and discomposure which generally chvacterises tbose 
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who ana abruptly Touted from the absorption contacted wt* 
deep study, or occupied about some object requiring the appli- 
cation of profound attention. Some remarks, however, on the 
nature of his occupation, interspersed with a few technical 
phrases in Hebrew, soon excited his curiosity ; and, laying aside 
his pen, be readily entered into a conversation respecting bb 
business, and the difficulties inseparable from its proper and 
Donscientious execution. 

Unlike other employments, that of a Jewish copyist absolute- 
ly and religiously excludes all improvement. He is tied down 
to perform every part of the work exactly as it was done twelve 
or thirteen centuries ago, at the period of the composition of the 
Talmud, to the laws of writing prescribed in which, be most 
rigidly conform, even in the smallest minutiae. The skins to be 
converted into parchment must be those of clean animals; and 
k is indispensable that they be prepared by the hands of Jews 
only. Should it be found that any part has been prepared by a 
Goi (a name by which Christians and all who are not Jews are 
designated), it is immediately thrown aside as unfit for use. 
When ready they are cut even, and joined together by means 
of thongs made of the same material. They are then regularly 
divided into columns, the breadth of which must never exceed 
the half of their length. The ink employed in writing the law, 
generally consists of a composition made of pitch, charcoal, and 
honey, which ingredients are first made up into a kind of paste, 
and after having remained some time in a state of induration, 
are dissolved in water with an infusion of galls. 

Before the scribe begins bis task, and after every interruption, 
he is required to compose bis mind, that he may write under a 
sensible impression ol the sanctity of the words be is transcrib- 
ing. Particular care is taken that the letters be all equally 
formed ; and so supreme is the authority of antiquity, that where 
tetters are found in the exemplar of a larger or smaller mat 
than the rest, or such as are turned upside down, or suspended 
above the line, or where a final-shaped letter occurs in the mid* 
die of a word, these blunders are to be copied with as great fi- 
delity as any part of the text. Ts it not passing strange, that 
erven Christian editors of the Hebrew Bible, should have ser- 
vilely followed these Jewish puerilities? It is well known what 
importance the genius of Rabbinical superstition has attached to 
stfth anomalies ; and it is a fact, that many of them are inter- 
preted in a manner highly reproachful to the religion of Christ. 
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-For iostttK*, in Psalm Ixxx. 14, the word *VJ>^» , " from the 
wood," is written and printed *\*va , with the letter am suspend- 
cd, because it is the initial of the word y*, "tree," and is ex* 
plained by the Jews, of the cross ; while the wild boar referred 
to in the context, they blasphemously interpret of our blessed 
Saviour. Yet this error of transcription is printed in the edi- 
tions of Opitius, Micbaelis, Van der Hooght, Frey, Leusden, 
and Jahn, although corrected in Menasseb Ben Israel's edition 
of 1635 ! 

Faults that creep in during transcription may be rectified, 
provided it be done within the space of thirty days ; but if more 
time has elapsed, the copy is declared to be posel, or forbidden— 
• word (bt>t>) used in Scripture to denote a graven image, 
which the Israelites were taught to hold in utter detestation. 
Should Alepb-Lamed (ia) or Jod-He* (?P) be wrongly written, 
k is unlawful to correct or erase diem, because they form the 
sacred names ; oor is it permitted to correct any of the Divine 
mimes, except when they are applied in an inferior sense. Of 
4bw an instance occurs, Gen. iii. 5, where the nameta^nb^ 
dBfaAem, is used twice. The Rabbins, regarding it as employed 
the second time to denote false objects of worship, permit its 
tevasure ; but prohibit it at the beginning of the verse, as being 
ondenioMy used of the true God. When transcribing the incom* 
famnioahie name mn\ Jehovah, the scribe must continue writ- 
ing it until it be finished, even although a king should enter the 
room ; but if he be writing two or three of these names combin- 
ed, such as mm mttax Tiba, Jehovah God of Hosts, he is at 
Kberty, after having finished the first, to rise and salute bis visi- 
tant. Nor is the copyist allowed to begin the incommunicable 
name immediately after be has dipt his pen in the ink ; when 
lie is approaching it, he is required to take a fresh supply when 
proceeding to write the first letter of the preceding word. 

Shackled by canons of such exquisite minuteness, it cannot 
be matter of surprise that the Dubno Scribe should exhibit sn 
emaciated appearance, and affix a high price to the productions 
of bit pen. For a copy of the law, fairly written in small chaiv 
acters, be asked ten louis-d'ors, and assured me that he had 
been sometimes paid at the rate of fifty. To the intrinsic valuq 
and spiritual beauty of the law of the Lord be appeared totally 
insensible ! 

Turning round the corner of a square, my attention was ar- 
rested by an immense number of books that were lying epan 
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on the ground. Conceiving that they were eipoaed for i 
and finding, on reaching tbem, that they were Hebrew, I^age** 
ly commenced an examination of the more bulky and respecta- 
ble looking volumes; but I was soon undeceived by a Jew, who 
seemed to be watching tbem, by whom I was informed, that they 
belonged to the Synogogue, and were not to be sold. Besides 
several copies of the Talmud, there appeared to be a complete 
collection of all kinds of works in Rabbinical literature. 

II. Jewish Wedding. Illustration of Matt. XXV. From the 
same, p. 216. 



Before retiring to rest [at Kameoeta in PodoBa}, we < 
stunned by the noise of a procession, led on by a band of musi- 
cians playing on tambourines and cymbals, which passed our 
windows. On inquiry, we learned that it consisted of a Jewish 
bridegroom, accompanied by bis young friends, proceeding to* 
the house of the bride's father, in order to convey her borne tot 
her future residence. In a short time, they returned with suck 
a profusion of lights, as quite illuminated the street. The bride, 
deeply veiled, was led along in triumph, accompanied by her 
virgins, each with a candle in her band, who, with the young* 
men, sang and danced before her and the bridegroom. The* 
scene presented us with an occular illustration of the imfortant. 

GraMe recorded in the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel o€ 
attbew ; and we were particularly reminded of the approprt* 
ate nature of the injunction which our Saviour gives us to watcb 
aed be ready, for the re-procession must have commenced ia^ 
■ttdmlely oe the arrival of the bridegroom. 

III. Further Notice of the Karaites. See p. 665 above. 

We subjoin here, as an additional notice of the Karaites of 
Taurida, the following graphic description of their fortress, 
Djufut-Kal$, from the pen of the celebrated Russian travel- 
ler, Muriaviev-Apostol.* 

" Venice is a city in the water, Djnfut-Kalfc a city in the air. 
The dwellings of the Karaites hang like eagles' nests around the 
summit of a steep inaccessible rock ; within, the city is cleanly 
and neat ; its pavement is the solid rock. The Karaim, or more 

«,Se* p. 885 of this Vol. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1884.] LexutnoftktN.T. 771 

correctly, the Karaites, are, in their customs and modeof livkigv 
Tartars ( in their religion) Jews, genuine Jews, who have pre- 
served the Mosaic law among them in greater purity than any 
other tribe. Since the fourth century a portion of the Jews 
have rejected the Talmud ; but it was only in the eighth centu* 
17 that this led to a formal separation of the sects. The Kara* 
hes, under Aaron and Saul, declared off from the Rabbinists ) 
but their sect remained small ; and they are estimated in Eu- 
rope and Asia at only 4430.* They reject the Kabbala and the 
Talmud ; and observe the Sabbath still more strictly than the 
Rabbinic Jews. At the same time, they are more cleanly, more 
domestic, and more industrious than the latter ; they daily de- 
scend from their nests, wander into Bagbtcbisarai, follow there 
traffic or trades, and return at night through wind and storm 
back to their nests. Zion and Jehoshaphat,f the enjoyments of 
life and the hopes of the grave, all centre for them upon this 
naked rock. 19 

IV. Greek and English Lexicon of the New Testament. 

The Editor would take this opportunity of accounting to tbt 
public for any apparent delay in the publication of the above 
named work, and also of making known some of the principle* 
bn which the preparation of it is conducted. 

The work as first published in 1825, was, as it professed to 
be, mostly a translation of the first edition of WahPs ' Ctavi* 
Philorogica ;' although several of the more important articles were 
rewritten, and the whole sedulously revised. It was the first at* 
tempt of Wahl; it was also the first labour of the translator ; the 
lexicons of Bretschneider and Passow were not then accessi- 
ble. Since that time the labours of eminent men abroad have 
been given to this subject ; while the lexicography of the Greek 
language in general has received a new form from the hand of 
Passow. After the lapse of nine years, too, spent in this and 
kindred studies at home and abroad, and with free access to all 
the earlier stores as well as to what has recently appeared in this 
department, the Editor hopes that he himself may be in a better 
situation to make a work adapted to the present state of science 
and to the wants of our theologians, than before. It was bis 
first hope, that a mere revision might suffice ; so that tbe new 

* Comp. p. 673 above. t Comp. p. 669 above. 
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edition might have appeared before the present time. Baton ex* 
animation, be has found it necessary to write the whole anew, 
on a plan more comprehensive than any of the existing lexicons; 
and combining in all cases a reference to both the elements of 
which the New Testament idiom is composed, — the common 
dialect or later Greek on the one band, and the Jewish or He- 
brew influence on the other. The work is now in press, and b 
proceeding with all the rapidity which such an undertaking per- 
mits ; but the writer will rejoice, if, by the blessing of (Sod, be 
shall be able to complete it in another year. It is and will be 
the object of his daily, though not ungrateful toil ; and not im- 
probably may, under God, become the chief labour of bis life. 
The number of pages will be very considerably enlarged ; but, 
it is hoped, that no increase of price will be necessary. 

The work was commenced, and has thus far been constructed, 
upon the general principles exemplified in the lexicons of Ge- 
senius and Passow, so far as they are applicable to the New 
Testament. The following are some of the points of special 
attention : 

1 . To exhibit the etymology of every word, and assign its 
primary signification, whether found in the N. T. or not ; then, 
to deduce from this, in logical order, all the significations which 
occur in the N. T. but not others. 

2. To keep ever in view the difference between signification 
and sense ; and to shew in each case whether the apparent 
meaning of a word arises from itself, or from the influence of 
the adjuncts. In this way, the multiplicity of meanings given by 
Schleusner and other lexicographers, is greatly diminished. 

3. To shew by proper illustrations and references, in what 
relation each word stands to the Attic and later Greek, and also 
to the Sept. and Hebrew ; and whether it is common to all or 
any of these, or found in none. A purely historical mode of 
illustration is, of course, not adapted to the New Testament. 

4. To shew particularly the force and power of the preposi- 
tions in composition ; a point hitherto almost wholly overlooked. 

5. To give in every instance the various construction of verbs, 
adjectives, etc. with their cases and other adjuncts. Unusual or 
difficult constructions, also, are every where noted and explained. 

6. To exhibit, so far as is proper in a lexicon, the various 
forms and inflexions of words, — and particularly any variety or 
irregularity of form. 

7. To make each article, so far as practicable, include a re- 
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ference to every passage of the New Testament where the word 
is found. In this way the lexicon becomes almost a complete 
New Testament Concordance. 

8. To bestow upon the interpretation of difficult passages all 
the attention which the limits of a lexicon permit; that thus it 
may in a measure supply the place of a more extended commen- 
tary upon the New Testament. 

Such is the plan of the work. How far the author may be 
able to succeed in it, will belong to the theological public to 
judge. 

V. Miscellaneous. 

The Leipzig semi-annual Book-Catalogue of July 1, 1834, 
gives the titles of the following works as published in the first 
half of the present year. 

1 . Biblia Hebraic*, ex recensione Hahnii expressa. Pra&- 
fatus est E. F. C. Rosenmueller. Editio Stereotypa. Lips. 
Tauchnitz, large l2mo. Pr. 2 rixd. This is a corrected reprint 
of Hahn's Hebrew Bible, in a smaller form. 

2. On Isaiah we find the following works : Hitzig, F. Dec 
Prophet Jesaja, iibersetzt und ausgelegt, pp. 680. Rosen- 
mueller, Scholia in V. Test. P. III. Vol. IIL Etiam sub tit. 
Jesajae Vatic, annot. perpet. illustr. Vol. III. ed. 3. This 
last is a new edition of Rosen mueller f s third Vol. on Isaiah in 
bis large work. It is not the Compend, or smaller work. 

3. The Epistle to the Romans is also the fruitful source of 
commentary : Jaeger, C. F. H. Der Lehrgehalt des Romer- 
Briefs entwickelt, pp. 80. Tubingen. Reiche, Prof, in Gottin- 
gen, Versuch einer ausfiihrlichen Erklarung des Briefes Pauli 
an die Romer, mit historischen Einleitungen und exegetiscb* 
dogmattschen Excursen. 2 Bde. Price 4 rixd. 

4. The Epistle to the Ephesians seems likewise at present 
to be the object of special attention in Germany, no less than 
three new commentaries upon it being announced, viz. Holz- 
hausen, Der Brief an die Epheser iibersetzt und erklart, pp. 
220. 8vo. Matthies Erklarung des Briefes Pauli an die 
Epheser, pp. 200. 8vo. Ruckert L. F. Der Brief Pauli an 
die Epheser erlautert und vertheidigt, pp. 312. 8vo. 

5. Kaliur C. H. de Cantico Deborae, Jud. V. pp. 108. 6vo. 
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& Oustum Prof. H. (KotrigBb.) Wert der VerariLndigunfc 
ttber die Stellung des Evangeliums zu uoserer Zeit, pfK 24w 
8vo. 

7. OtsHAtrsfiN Prof. J. (Kiel,) Zur Topbgraphie des ahen 
Jerusalem, pp. 84. 8vo. 

8. Originis Opera Omnia, ed. De La Rue, deouo rec. C. 
H. E. Lommatzscb, Tom. I — lit. Berl. 

9. Rhkinwald, Prof. De pseudodoctoribus Colosseosibus, 
Comra. exegetico-hist. pp. 20. 4to. 

10. Schnkckenburger M. Ueber den Ursprung des ersteo 
kanonischen Evangeliums; pp. 176. 8vo. Stuttg. 

11. Schneider P. J. Biblisch-geschichtliche Darstelloog 
der Hebraischen Musik, pp. 120. 8vo. Bonn. 

12. Schott und Winzer, Comraentarii in Epistolas N. T. 
Vol. I. — Etiam sub titulo, Epist. Pauli ad Tbess. et Gal. com- 
ment, perpet. illustr. H. A. Schott, pp. 632, 8vo. Leipz. 

IS. Frettao, G. W. Lexicon Arabico-Latinum, Tom. III. 
Sect. 1. 1, e. the 6rst part of the last volume. — Also, Chrts(&- 
malhia Arabica grammalica-historica in usum scbol. ex codieft 
ineditrt cooacripta. pp. 221. 6vo. Bonn. 

14. Gesenius, de Bar Alio et Bar Bahlufo, lexicograpbfs 
Syro-Arabicis ineditis. pp. 68. 4to. — The eleventh edition of 
fab small Hebrew Grammar has also appeared. 

15. A second edition of Von Hammer's great work, <Ge- 
scbichte des Osmanischen Reiches,' is also in progress. 

16. Ritter C. Ueber das historische Element in der geo- 
graphischer Wissenschaft, pp. 60. 4to. Berl. 

17. Rost V. C. F. Kleine Gramraatik des Attischen Dia- 
lects, pp. 288. 8vo. Gotting. 

18. Schmidt J. J. Grammatik der Mongolischen Spracbe, 
pp. 384. 8vo. St. Petersb. This writer is the celebrated orien- 
tal, or rather Mongol scholar, mentioned on p. 386 of this vol- 
ume* 

19. Siebold, P. F. Nippon, Archiv zur Beschreibang vo& 
Japan, etc. (2 Numbers and Atlas.) pp. 600. fol. Price 17} 
rixd. This is the commencement of the great work descriptive of 
Japan which we have already noticed, Bibl. Repos. III. p. 760. 

20* Suidae Lexicon, post Kasterum rec* Ta. Gaistord 



Digitized by 



Google 



193&] Foreign, Correspondence. Vt9 

S. T. P. HI Tom. Fol. Oxon. Lond. et Lips. Pr* 6*f rwd.r-* 
The edition by Bernhardy of Halle, in 2 vols, quarto, is in pec* 



21. The third Volume or Section of Neander's 'Kirchen- 
geschichte' is in press* comprising the period from A* D. 510 ki 
A. D. 81 S> in one part or volume. — His 'History of the Apos- 
tolic Age,' is announced as being in a course of translation in 
England. 



Abt. VII. Foreign Correspondence. 

In closing, as we here do, our editorial labours, we are happy 
in being able to lay before our readers the subjoined extracts of 
letters from Christian friends abroad. The excellent catholio 
spirit which they breathe, will, we doubt not, be responded tp 
in full by the American churches. To the Editor himself, also, 
it cannot but be gratifying to learn, by such a voice from a re- 
mote quarter of the globe, that his own labours have not been 
wholly in vain. — Ed. 

I. Eorirads from a Utter to the Editor from ike Ret. W. H. 
Pearce, Member of the English Baptist Mission at CW- 
cutta. 

Calcutta, 20th March, 1834. 
Mr dear Sir, 

To a benevolent mind nothing can be more grateful than the 
conviction, that its labours are extensively beneficial. Under 
this impression, you will bear with pleasure that on the shores 
of the sacred Ganges, and by Missionaries of another denomi- 
nation and of a different nation, your labours as Editor of the 
Biblical Repository are known and appreciated. Having some- 
thne since procured, through an unknown but valued friend, all 
the numbers of this work as far as published, I have feh in k a 
great degree of interest. The design and the execution cannot 
but commend themselves to every biblical student ; while the 
work is peculiarly valuable to Missionaries like ourselves engaged 
in preparing translations of the sacred oracles for the use of 
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beatben nations. May it be long continued and rigorously sup- 
ported! 

• • • • 

I have not time to allude particularly to the state of missions * 
here. In individual conversions we are not making much pro- 
gress ; in general impression throughout the country, Christian- 
ity is rapidly advancing. We greatly need more labourers; and 
shall be most happy to welcome more American brethren, be 
they of what denomination they may, to fellowship in our ex- 
ertions and success. 

I have the pleasure to forward, by this conveyance, a letter 
from a most intelligent and benevolent gentleman, possessed of 
much iofluence, recommending your Board to establish a mis- 
sion in Ajmere. This, as well as all other parts of this vast 
country under British authority, is now accessible to Christian 
Missionaries of all denominations or nations ; and I hazard noth- 
ing in saying, that to our Government and to most of the native 
Princes around us, the fact of sustaining the missionary charac- 
ter has now ceased to be an obstacle to the employment of any 
one in the great work of national education, which is commencing 
all around us. 

I have the pleasure of ranking among my dearest friends sev- 
eral students of Andover. and Princeton, as well as our own 
seminaries ; and shall be truly rejoiced to receive under our 
roof, in progress to their respective stations, many more from 
these excellent Institutions. Pray make my respects accepta- 
ble to the instructors at Andover, (unknown they are, yet be- 
loved for their works' sake,) and present to the students, espe- 
cially to those preparing for the pains and pleasures of a mis- 
sionary life, my most affectionate regards. 
I remain, 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours most sincerely, 

W. H. Pearce. 

II. Extracts from a letter to the Editor from Prof. Nrahdml 
of the University of Berlin. Translated from the German. 

Berlin, Jolt 6, 1834. 
Mr Dear Friend, 

It was very pleasing to me, after having been so long without 
any external connexion with you, to receive some intelligence 
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directly from your own band. I thank you heartily for the 
numbers of the Repository. I rejoice to see such an intercourse 
of mind and spirit set on foot between the United States and 
Germany. Indeed, Christianity is doubtless to become the ele- 
ment of catholic union among all nations; and one of the de- 
lightful signs of the times is, that it already begins to manifest 
itself as such. I rejoice also in the free and pious evangelical 
spirit, which shews itself among your young theologians. 
# » • • 

Here with us the old and the new stand in manifold contrast 
and conflict with each other ; out of which it is reserved for the 
Spirit of God, to build up the higher unity, upon the one only 
foundation, Christ. • O, that this one foundation, in the midst of 
all differences, might ever secure constant love and commu- 
nion ! You will have heard of the death of that great man, 
Schleiermacher, which makes an epoch among us. The man- 
ner of his christian departure, so edifying to all, was the seal 
of that which animated his life ; and served as a confutation to 
some zealous partisans, who were unwilling to acknowledge bim 
as a Christian. He was a great instrument of God, in Germany, 
in forming a point of transition from unbelief to belief, and in 
preparing the way for an epoch of new developement in tbeolo- 

g, the consequences of which may probably extend themselves 
yond the ocean, — a new epoch, which, in contrast both with 
the old Scholastics and the later Rationalism, shall set theolo- 
gy free from the fetters of school-wisdom. This new creation 
it remains for the future to unfold. May He, who alone is able, 
bring it both here and there to a glorious accomplishment, when 
the hour destined by Him shall have arrived ! The church and 
the world are in the throes ! 

For yourself I implore his richest blessings, in body and in 
spirit. 

From the heart yours, 

Neander. 

With these impressive views of the respected Neander, 'the 
Editor bids the readers of the Repository Farewell ! 
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HEBREW AND GREEK WORDS ILLUSTRATED. 

/. Hebrew. 



fit 






107 
107 



-13(3 15 . 183, 184 
niaa ... 601 






njn; . 



i-pcb. 



604 
602 

89 sq. 

604! 



\rsz 



3 



183 

601 
140 



A 

ayws . . 
atyuoi 

avaxwtg . 

aminos . 

O7Z0 . . 

attitxmjTog 



II. Greek. 

^mrpmrtal . . 169 

274,2757|8<rr^ ... 68 

. 27l;&rfpa>Ti7pa . . 273 

. ZHini X tiv ... 63 

64 iniaxonoi . 254 sq. 

68 ijiurvaxaaig . . 68 

. 248 %« . 684sq.694sq. 

68 kQprivtia nvtvp. 251 



2V 



152 

68 
67 



yUmaigXaluv%i7fl49 
yw&rtg . 



252 



105 
263 
251 



JtVQ . . . 

ftutxovoq . . 
diattqurtq nvtvu. 
didaaxaXia 247 sq. 258 
dMaxaXot 247 sq. 260 
dutanwr&cu 686, 691 
dixcuoevvi) . 694, 696 
Suycctoi ... 68 



it tnrog, 6, as adj. 



kitQo£vyzir . 68, 79 
tvayytlicnal . . 262 

Z 
Zsvq . . . 

e 

\Tt6g, derivat. 

I 
'law . . . 
'/ettai . . . 

X 

KOrOtPOQX^P . 

xoirwla . . 
xvpigvTiaig . 254,260 

139 — C»5? - 
71 — aoipiag . 



Nataqh . 

yovff . • 

O 
o, ^, to, art. 
o* ex xivoq 
olxodopttr 
oixo$oiiTi . 



. 105 

. 105 
. 268 

. 95 
. 98 

68,70 



252 

64 

252 



182 sq. 
182 sq. 
. 250 

277 eq. 

71 

. 245 

. 245 



nagaaxtvt) . .115 

Trcfo/a . • . Ill 
nbrtit . 684sq. 694sq. 
nltjQtoacu . . 75, 76 

nvtvpa . . . 249 

nviVftatutoi . . 70 

Trotfim; . . . 261 

TiQWpvTiQot, . 254,260 



TtQOoiztiv Ttri . 


63 
247 


P 




foata . . . 
2 


80 


vaqntmol . . 
aatf xal dpa 
<ripat*& . . 
aoifia . . 


70 

70 

96 

. 252 
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TEXTS ILLUSTRATED. 



Genesis 

2l:25sq. . . 713 

24:13sq. . . 744 

26: 15 sq. . . 713 

29:6sq. . . . 744 

Exodus 

*16 .... 744 

1 Samuel 
31:4—6 . . 547 

2 Samuel 
1:19—27 . 594 sq, 

Matthew 
2: 23 . . . I82sq. 



1 Corinthians 



2 Corinthians 




1: 19 . . 

ai . . 

5:7 . . 

7: 14 . . 

9:1 . . 

10:13 . 

10:16 . 

11:5. . 

14: 14 . 
14: 22, 24 

14:34 . 

15:47 . 

16:2 . 

16:15 . 



. 68 
. 70 
. 270 
274,275 
. 146 



. 68 

. 257 

. 249 

. 248 

. 257 

. 72 

. 268 
265,273 



12: 2 .... 145 

Galatmns 
1: 16 . . . 146, 149 

2: 11 sq. . . 692 

4:9sq. ... 266 

6: 1 ... . 70 

6:6 .... 262 

Philippians 

2: 16 ... . 64 

2 Thessalonians 
2: 12 .... 325 

1 Timothy 
2: 12 .... 257 
5: 3sq. . . 263,264 
5: 10 .... 263 
6: 2 .... 273 

Titus 
2; 13 .... 322 

James 
2:14—26 . 683 sq. 

1 Peter 

3: 21 .... 272 
4:4 ... . 64 

2 Peter 

3: 18 .... 325 

Jude 
4 324 
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SUBJECTS, ETC. 



Abtl-Remusat, Memoire sur Lao 
Tseu, 97 — opinion in respect to 
the name Jehovah, 97* 

Askillas,5i. 

Acneze, see Bedouins. 

Alexandrian School, 1-^coromence- 
ment and duration, M)— its oc- 
casion and object, 12— -its man- 
agement, 13— -advantages of its 
location, 15 sq. — support of its 
teachers, 20— ita influence, 22 — 
and doctrines) 190 eq. 617 sq. 

AnquetU du Perron's translation of 
the Zend Avesta, 606 sq. 

•Anthropology, psychological, 129 — 
doctrines of the Alexandrian 
School, 617 sq. 

Apologetics, 131. 

Arabs, see Bedouins. 

Archaeology Biblical, the study of 
it recommended to the theolog- 
ical student, 133, 135 — its ne- 
cessity for the right interpreta- 
tion of the scriptures, 175. 

Arius, 56^ 

Armenian Literature, opportunities 
of acquiring a knowledge of it 
in Russia, 386 — Literary notice, 
415 

Article Greek, see Hints, 

Ascetics, 131. 

Athenagoras, 25 — his views on in- 
spiration, 190 — on the trinity, 
204 sq — on the nature of man, 
617 sq. — on the future state,642. 

Auxiliary Sciences for the study of 
Theology, 128 sq. 



Bedouins, the Aenezes of Syria, 
711 — mode of encamping, 712 
sq. — food and cookery, 714 
sq. — mode of eating, 719— in- 
dustry, 729 — wealth and pro- 
perty, 720aq. — warfare and pre- 
datory excursions, 724 sq. — 
blood revenge, or Thar, 732 sq. 

. —aoapitattry, 737 sq. — kind of 
charity peculiar to the oriental 
nations, 738 sq.— -anecdote of 
Djerba, sheikh of Beni Sham- 
mar, 739 sq. — treatment of fe- 
males, 743 sq.— sagacity of the 
Bedouins in tracing footsteps, 
745 sq. — horse8,74£ee> — where 
the finest race of Arabian bk>*d 
horses, 749 sq. — prices, 782— 
names of Arabian breeds, 7S2 — 
superstition of the Arabs, at- 
tached, to their hones, 755— 
camels, 756 sq. — locusts, as 
food, 765eq. 

Bible, the only foundation of all 
Christian theology, 156 — neces- 
sity of a free and personal in- 
vestigation, 156 sq. — advanta- 
ges of an attentive study of the 
originals, 157 sq. — translated in- 
to Slavonic by Cyril and Me- 
thodius, 349 sq. — editions of the 
Old Slavic Bible,357— first Rus- 
sian Bible, 367 sq. — Russian Bi- 
ble Society, 379 sq. — Dalmatian 
translations of the Bible, 404, 
405 — Vindish translation, 412— 
Bohemian Bibles, 444— Polish 
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versions, 483 — translations of 
the Lusatians, 580, 531. 

Bible Society, Russian, 379 sq. 

Blood- Revenge, see Bedouin*. 

Bohemian Language and Litera- 
ture, merits and distinguished 
talent of the nation, 419 sq. — 
first settlement of the Tchekhes 
in Bohem ia,420 sq. — extent and 
character of the language, 423 
sq. — first period of its history, 
425 sq. — second period, 431 sq. 
third period, 454 sq. — fourth 
period, 455 sq. — fifth period, 
459 — literary and philological 
works, 463, 464. 

Bopp's labours upon the Zend 
language, 609. 

Burckhardt, notes on the Be- 
douins, 711 sq. 

Bulgarians, see Servians. 

Burnouf's edition of the Vendidad 
Sade, 606 sq. 

C. 

Camels, see Bedouins. 

CasusUry, 131. 

Catechetical School at Alexandria, 
lsq. 

CaUcketics, 133. 

Champollkm, letters from, 413 sq. 

Charismata, 245 sq. 

Chasidim, a Jewish sect, 663 sq. 

Chinese name for a trinity, 97. 

Christian Church and Christian 
life in connexion with the 
church, as developed among 
heathen Christians, 241 sq.— 
primitive church, 242 sq. — Cha- 
rismata, 245 sq.— gift of ieach- 
ing,247— epeakingwith tongues, 
■248 sq.— gifts of healiny , etc. 
253— Church officersandleach- 
mh 254 sq>— Deaoonegos, 263 
sq.— choice of officers, 264— 
Festivals and the Lord's Day, 
266 sq. — Sacraments, 271 sq. 



Christianity, among the Heathen, 
275 sq. — first planting of, in 
Great Britain, 534 sq. — in Eng- 
land, 534 sq. — in Scotland, 530- 
in Ireland, 540 sq. — Schools and 
learning, 548 sq. — the monaste- 
ry of Iona, 552. 

Church, see Christian Church, 

Cbement of Mtxandria, 30 — his 
views on divine providence, 200 
— on the trinity, 209 sq. — on the 
nature of man and the freedom 
of the wHl, 618 sq. — on the fu- 
ture state of man, 643 sq. 

Commenius, his life and works, 
456 sq. 

Constance, council of, 435. 

Course of theological study in 
Leipzig, 127 sq. 

Creation, doctrines of the Alexan- 
drian school, 196 sq. 

CroaHans, their country and na- 
tion , 335 sq. — their language and 
literature, 407 sq. 

Crucifixion, time of our Lord's last 
passover and, 108 sq. — see Pass- 
over* 

Cyril, iuventor of the Slavic al- 
phabet, 348— sketch of his life, 
349 sq.— what parts of the Bible 
be translated, 351 sq. 

D. 

Dalmatians, see Servians. 

Didymus the Blind, 58 — his views 
on omnipotence and the nature 
of God, 194 sq. — on inspiration, 
191— on the trinity, 238 sq.— on 
the nature of man, 638 sq.— on 
the future state, 661. 

Dionysius, 49 — bis views on th e 
trinity, 235 sq^— on the nature 
of man, 637— on the future state, 
660. 

Djufut Kale, 666. See Karaite*. 

Dobrovsky's, merits in respect to 
the Slavic languages, 34o, 347, 
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357, 461 sq. his principal works, 
462. 

Dogmatics, 130, 131. 

Donnegan's Lexicon, 577 sq. 
E. 

Eastern Stem of the Slavic nations, 
333, 334, 345 sq. 

Egypt, whether the origin of the 
Hebrew rites is to be looked for 
in Egypt, 90 sq.— opinions of 
theologians on the name of Je- 
hovah, 93 sq. — inscription on 
the Saitic temple of Isis, 98 sq. 
— Letters from Egypt and Nu- 
bia by Champollion, 413 sq. 

Eschalology, doctrines of the Alex- 
andrian school, 624, sq. 

Ethics, Christian, or moral theol- 
ogy, 130 sq. 

F. 

frawunann, on the apparent dis- 
crepancy between Paul and 
James, 683 sq. 

a 

Geography Sacred, the necessity of 
a thorough knowledge of it for 
the right understanding of the 
N. Testament, 173 sq. 

Germain Philosophy, 610 sq. — pe- 
culiar character of the philoso- 
phy of different nations, 611, 
612. 

Gifts in the primitive church, see 
Christian Church. 

GlagolUic Literature, 401 sq. 

Greek Article, Hints on, see Hints. 

Greek Lexicons, see Lexicography. 
H. 

Hebrew Language, see Interpreta- 
tion and Philology. 

Hengstenberg on the expression : 
He shall be called a Nazarene. 
182 sq. 

Henotics, 131. 



Hcrmeneutics, 130. 

Heraclas, 48. 

Hints and Cautions respecting the 
Greek Article, 277 sq. — reasons 
why these remarks are so nam- 
ed, 277 — want of a satisfactory 
definition of the Greek article, 
279 sq. — nature of the Greek 
article, 288 sq. — is it an essen- 
tial part of speech ? 293 sq 

early usage of Greek writers, 
293 sq. — principles respecting 
the article, 297 sq. — modifica- 
tions and exceptions, 305 sq.— 
illustration by other parts of 
speech, 306 sq.— cases where 
the meaning is changed by the 
admission or exclusion of the 
article, 3t8 — cases of arbitrary 
use, 319 sq, — important conclu- 
sions, built on the absence or 
presence of the article, in res- 
pect to some doctrines of the- 
ology, 321 sq. 

tfoc/egeftc*,explanation of the term, 
127. 

Homiletics, 138. 

Horses, see Bedouins. 

Hospitality, see Bedouins. 

Huss John, receives vYiklMRfe 
writings, 431— sketch of his life, 
432 sq — his merits in respect 
to the Bohemian language, 434 
— summoned before the council 
of Constance, 435 — his death, 
437 — its consequences, 488 sq. 
—writings of Huss, 436. 



Indian origin of the name Jeho- 
vah, 89, 105 sq.— whether found 
among the American Indians, 
103, 104. 

Inspiration, doctrines of the Alex- 
andrian school on, 190 sq. 

Interpretation of the New Testa- 
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tnent, 171 — necessity of the 
study of the Jewish history, 172 
— of the geography of Palestine 
and the adjacent territories, 173 
sq. — of the customs of the Jews, 
175 — and of the Hebrew lan- 
guage, 175 — 178. 

lona, monastery at, 552. 

Irenics, 131. 

Isagoge, explanation of the term, 
127. 

Iris, inscription on her ' temple, 
98 sq. 

J. 

James, alleged discrepancy be- 
tween him and Paul, 683 sq. — 
De Wette's view on it, 684 sq. 
investigation of the passages in 
question, 684 sq. — whether the 
discrepancy is real or apparent, 
688 sq. — methods of concilia- 
tion, 694 sq.— object of James, 
702 sq.-— unity of faith and 
works, 704. 

Jehovah, hypothesis of the Egyp- 
tian or Indian origin of the 
name, 89 sq.— Schiller's Mission 
of Moses, 90. — Reinhold's views 
of the Hebrew mysteries, 91 sq. 
— -disputes of the theologians 
as to their connexion with E- 
gypt, 93 sq.— whether the Tet- 
ragrammaton is to be found 
among the Chinese, 97— far- 
ther examination of the data by 
which the hypothesis is main- 
tained, 98 sq. — resemblance of 
the names Jehovah and Jovis, 
104 Bq. — whether the origin of 
the name Jehovah is to be 
sought in Eastern Asia, 105 sq. 
— principle which ought to be 
followed in the comparison of 
Hebrew with foreign words, 107 
— deep meaning of the names 
applied to God, 108. 



Jerome of Prague, his erudition and 
zeal, 434, 435— his death, 437-r 
magnanimity and eloquence,. 
437. 

Jewish Scribe and MSS. 766 sq. 

Josephus, his testimony respecting 
Christ, 705 sq. — grounds for its 
genuineness, 706 sq. > 

K. 

Karaites, 662, 665, 770— descrip- 
tion of the fortress Djufut 
Kale, 666 sq. 770— Rabbi Benja- 
min, 667 sq. — burying ground 
of the Karaites, 669, 670 — their 
earlier history and language, 
670 sq. — doctrines, 673 sq. — 
mode of worship, 669 sq. — Tar- 
tar version of the Old Testa- 
ment, 681 sq. 

Karamsin, his history of Russia and 
general influence on the Rus- 
sian language, 382, 383. 
L. 

Lament of David; introduction, 

594 sq. — Lament, 598 sq< 

translation, GOO— commentary, 
601 sq. 

Lexicography of the New Testa- 
ment,see Philology. — Greek and 
English Lexicography, 556 sq. 
— Schneider's Lexicon, 560 sq. 
— Pa&sow's Lexicon, 564 sq. — 
Paris edition of Stephen's The- 
saurus, 567 sq. Donnegan's 

Lexicon, 577 sq. — general rules 
of lexicography, 588 sq. — Greek 
and English Lexicon of the N. 
T. 771. 

Literary Notices, 413 sq. 606 sq. 
613 sq. 766 sq. 

Liturgies, 133. 

Locusts, see Bedouins. 

Lomonosof, sketch of his life, 373 
—his Russian Grammar and 
general influence on the Rus- 
sian language, 373, 374. 
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Macarius, 58. 

Manuscripts of Moscow collated by 
Matthaei,367 — modern Hebrew 
manuscripts, 766 sq. 

Methodius, CyriPs assistant in the 
translation of the Scriptures, 
349 — his merits in respect to the 
conversion and instruction of 
the Slavi, 350 sq. 

Methodology, theological, outlines 
of, 134 sq. 

Mongols, under Gengis Khan and 
at present, 364 — researches on 
their country, history and lan- 
guage, in Russia, 385, 386. 

Morns on the difference between 
the sense and the signification 
of words and phrases, 61 sq. 

N. 

Jfazarcne, 182 sq. see Nazareth. 

Nazareth, inquiry respecting the 
name of this city, 182 sq. — 
whether the residence of Christ 
in Nazareth served for the ful- 
filment of the prophecies, 186 
sq. — remarks upon the cita- 
tion in Matthew, 187 sq. 

Meander's History of the Planting 
and Progress of the Christian 
Church, etc. extracts from it, 
on Paul as the Apostle of the 
Heathen, 138 sq. — on the prim- 
itive church, 241 sq. — second 
volume announced, 416.— trans- 
lating in England, 775 — Letter 
from Neander, 776. 

Nestor, the first Slavic historian, 
355, 364, 367. 



O6oir»fe9,5288q. 

Officers of the church, see Chris- 
tian Church, 
Old Slavic Language, 345 sq. — pe- 



riods of its developement, 353 
8 q. — philological works, 357 sq. 

OlshauserCs edition of the Zend 
A vesta, 606 sq. 

Oriental Languages, study of them 
in Russia, 378 sq. 386 — Lectures 
delivered in Paris, 415. 

Origen, 33— sketch of his fife, 34 
sq. — bis moral excellence, 44, 
47 sq. — tendency of his writings, 
45 sq. — his great productiveness 
46 — his views on inspiration, 
191 — on omnipotence, 193— on 
creation, 196 sq.— on divine 
providence, 201 sq.— -on the 
trinity, 213 sq. — on the nature 
of man and free will, 625 sq. — 
on depravity and original sk, 
628 sq. — on the future state of 
man, 653 sq. ' ' 

P. 

Paedagogics, 129. 

Pantaenus, 27. 

Passover, time of our Lord's last, 
lOBsq-r- whether impossible to 
harmonize the accounts of the 
evangelists, 109 sq.— exaouaa- 
tion of them, 110 sq — princi- 
ples according to which they 
are to be understood and esti- 
mated, 110 sq.*— unfounded hy- 
potheses started in respect to 
this subject, 123— agreement of 
the present explanation with 
the ancient tradition, still .sur- 
viving in the christian church- 
es, 124 sq. — appeal of Poly- 
carp, 125. 

Passotc's Greek Lexicon, its mer- 
its, 564-btogi-aphioal notice* 567. 

Pastoral Theology, 133. See 
Theology. 

Psml as the Apostle of the-. hea- 
then, 138— his birth ao4^4«ca- 
tkm, 139 sq.— whether a natu- 
ral explanation, of the iact 



Digitized by 



Google 



Index III* 



785 



which caused his conversion 
is admissible, 142 sq. — farther 
events of his life, 147 sq.— in- 
fluence of the pharisaic doc- 
trines upon Christianity and 
at what time the independence 
of the gospel upon the Mosaic 
law was first recognized, 151 
sq. — his views of the relation 
of christian teachers to the 
church, 258 sq. — of the attempts 
made to mingle Judaism and 
Christianity together, 1266 sq. — 
in respect to baptism, 372, 373 
—apparent discrepancy be- 
tween him and James, see 



Pearce, Rev. W. H. Letter from, 
775. 

Peter Martyr, 55 — his views on 
the trinity, 237 — his discourse 
on the soul, 638. 

Peter the Great's merits and de- 
merits in respect to the Human 
language, 368 sq. 

Ftertut, 54— his views on the 
pre-existence of souls, 637. 

Philology, an acquaintance with 
it requisite to theological stu- 
dents, 128-Pbik>logy and Lexi- 
cography of the New Testa- 
ment, 154 sq.— study of sacred 
literature, 155— of the original 
sc rip t ur es, 157 sq.— character 
of the language, 159 sq.— chief 
sources, 166 sq. — illustrations 
from Greek poetry for the un- 
derstanding of the New Testa- 
ment, 170 — necessary limits, 
171— die New Testament can- 
not rally be understood with- 
out a knowledge of the He- 
brow language, 175 sq. — why 
we should employ German 
manuals, 160 sq. 

FkQosophy, German, 610 sq. ? 



Polemics, 131. 

Poles, signification and origin 
of the name, 472. 

Polish language and literature; 
earliest history of the Poles, 
471 sq. — extent and character of 
the language, 474 sq. — first pe- 
riod of its developeraent, 477 
sq. — second period, 479 sq. — 
third period, 481 sq. — fourth 
period, 492 sq.— fifth period, 
497 sq.— literary and philolo- 
gical works, 521, 522. 

Propaedeutics, explanation of the 
word, 127. 

Providence, doctrines of the Al- 
exandrian school, 200 — 204. 
R. 

Ranch on the time of our Lord's 
last Passover, 108sq. 

Rhodo, 60. 

Russian Language and Literature, 
358 sq.— dialects, 360 — charac- 
ter of the language, 361 sq. — 
first period of its literature, 
362 sq.— second period, 368 sq. 
— third period, 372 sq.— fourth 
period, 377 sq.— Russian litera- 
ry and philological works, 377, 
388 sq. 

Russians, signification and origin 
of the name, 138. 

S. 

Schaffarik, author of the History of 
the Slavic Language and Lit- 
erature, 471 — a larger work to 
be expected from him, 531 — 
extract of one of his letters, 532. 

Schneider's Greek Lexicon, its 
merits, 560. 

Sense and Signification of words 
and phrases, 61 sq. — course 
which a translator has to pur- 
sue in cases where a literal in- 
terpretation is impracticable, 63 
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sq. — the same principles, ap- 
plied to the mere explanation 
of a writer, 65 sq. — abuse of 
this rule, 73 sq.— cases where 
the fixing of the meaning 
is left to the discrimination of 
the interpreter, 75 sq.-— duty of 
the translator in this repect, 78. 

Scrapion, 55. 

Servian Language and Literature, 
389 fr sq. — Serrians of the Ori- 
ental church, 393 sq.— Bulga- 
rians, 400 sq. — Dalmatians, 401 
sq. — Glagolitic literature, 401 
sq. — Secular literature, 403 
sq. — Catholic Slavonians, 406— 
Dalmatian philological works, 
406. 

Servians, signification and origin 
of the name, 389. 

Shemitish languages, importance 
to the theological student, 137. 

Signification, difference between 
the sense and the signification 
of words, 61 . See Sense, 

Slam, signification and origin of 
the name, 330. 

Slavic Languages and Literature, 
historical view of 328 sq. — 
earliest history, 329 — geo- 
graphical boundaries, 331 — 
mythology, 331 sq. — general 
divisions, 334 sq.— general 
characteristics of the Slavic 
languages, 337 sq.— Old or 
Church Slavic, 345 sq.— Rus- 
sian Language and Literature, 
358 sq. — Servian Language 
and Literature, 389 sq.— Lan- 
guage of the Croatians, 407 aq, 
—of the Slovens], 409 sq.— 

t Bahamian Language and Lit- 
erature, 417 sq*— Language of 
die Slovaks, 464 sq. — Language 
and Literature of the Poles, 
471 aq.— of the Sorahian Ven- 
dee, 522 sq. 



Slavonic t see Old Slavic 

Slovaks, aa a nation, 396— their 
language and literature, 464 sq. 

Slovenxi as a nation, 336— their 
language and literature, 400 aq. 

Sopher, or Hebrew scribe, Hen- 
derson's visit to one, 767 sq. 

Sorabae, SSaS. 

Stephen's Thesaurus, Paris edition, 
its merits, 567. 

Suidss* Greek Lexicon, 414, 774. 

Symbolics, 131. 

T. 

Tartar Version of the Old Tes- 
tament, 681. 

Tehekhes, see Bohemians. 

TetragrammaUm of the Chinese, 
97. 

Thcognostus, 55 — his views on 
the trinity, 237. 

Theological Education, importance 
<>£ 1 — necessity of a christian 
education of die clergy, 3 sq. — 
advantages of a knowledge of 
the history of theological edu- 
cation, 8, 9, 662, 

Theological Literature of the Sla- 
vic languages. Old Slavic, 
351 eq. 364, 371,376,377,387 
—writings of the Servian 
monks, 394 sq.— Glagolitic lit- 
erature, 401 sq.— effects of the 
Reformation among the Croa- 
tian*, 407 — and die Vindes, 
409 aq. — theological h a aiatme 
of the Bohemians, 497, 430 sq. 
440 aq. 450 aq. 455 aq— of the 
Poles, 483, 490, 494— of the 
Vendesof Luanda, 530 aq. 

Theologioal <Sfaiety,outfiiieaof the 
course at Leipzig, I26eqv— im- 
portance of a pr o per choice 
and a good beajaarag, 147— 
necessary prep a ratio n, 19& ' 

Theology, theoietsenl Ui is l ig y , 
129— -exegetical, 130 — avals- 
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raatic, 130— historical, 131— 
practical, 133, 137 — a necessa- 
ry study for the right interpre- 
tation of the New Testament, 
175 sq.— views of the Alexan- 
drian school, 191 sq. 

TheophUus of Antioch, the first 
who used the term trinity, 207. 

Trinity, doctrines of the Alexan- 
drian school, 904 sq.— first use 
of the term, 807. 



Vendish tribes, history of the, 522 
sq. — Obotrites, 523 sq. — Pome- 
ranians, 525 — Ukrians, 525 sq. 
— Sorabae, 526 sq. — their lan- 



guage in Upper Lusatia, 529 sq. 
— in Lower Lusatia, 531. 

Vindes, see SlovenzL 

Voltaire, anecdote of, 92. 
W. 

Wedding, Jewish, 770. 

Western Stem of the Slavic na- 
tions, 333, 336, 417 sq. 
Z. 

Zend Language and Zend-Avesta, 
606 sq. — recent works, afford- 
ing aid for the illustration of 
the Zend text, 609. — compared 
with the Sanscrit, 611. 

Zoharites, a Jewish sect, 664. 
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